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This is a new edition of Mack P. Holt’s classic study of the French
religious wars of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Drawing on
the scholarship of social and cultural historians of the Reformation,
it shows how religion infused both politics and the socio-economic
tensions of the period to produce a long extended civil war. Professor
Holt integrates court politics and the political theory of the elites with the
religious experiences of the popular classes, offering a fresh perspective
on the wars and on why the French were willing to kill their neighbours
in the name of religion. The book has been created specifically for
undergraduates and general readers with no background knowledge of
either French history or the Reformation. This new edition updates the
text in the light of new work published in the last decade and the
‘Suggestions for further reading’ has been completely rewritten.
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T. C. W. BLANNING, Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge

New Approaches to European History is an important textbook series,
which provides concise but authoritative surveys of major themes and
problems in European history since the Renaissance. Written at a level
and length accessible to advanced school students and undergraduates,
each book in the series addresses topics or themes that students of
European history encounter daily: the series embraces both some of
the more ‘traditional’ subjects of study, and those cultural and social
issues to which increasing numbers of school and college courses are
devoted. A particular effort is made to consider the wider international
implications of the subject under scrutiny.

To aid the student reader scholarly apparatus and annotation is light,
but each work has full supplementary bibliographies and notes for
further reading: where appropriate, chronologies, maps, diagrams and
other illustrative material are also provided.

For a list of titles published in the series, please see end of book.
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In memory of

J. Russell Major and

Nancy Lyman Roelker
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1597 Spanish army seizes Amiens in the spring, which is then liber-

ated by Henry IV in September after a three-month siege.

1598 Duke of Mercoeur submits to the king in January; the Edict of

Nantes ends the eighth civil war in April; Henry IV signs peace

treaty with Philip II of Spain in May.

1606 The brevets of the Edict of Nantes are renewed.

1610 Assassination of Henry IV in May by François Ravaillac;

regency government of the young Louis XIII is headed by

Marie de Medici.

1611 Sully resigns from the privy council; Huguenot assembly at

Saumur.
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Charles I of England.

1626 Edict of La Rochelle signed in February; a royal garrison is

placed on the Ile de Ré.

1627 English fleet under the command of the Duke of Buckingham
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1628 Fall of La Rochelle and submission to the king in October.
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Peace of Alais signed in June ending the last civil war.

1685 Revocation of the Edict of Nantes by Louis XIV.
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