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Abstract

A total of fifteen species of the family Scirtidae (Insecta: Coleoptera) are recorded

from Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands. Of these, four species, Elodes inornata, Elodes wilsoni,
Sacodes minuta, and Cyphon kongsbergensis, are newly recorded from the Kuril Islands.

introduction

Klausnitzer (1982) recorded eleven species of the
family Scirtidae from Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands for
the first time. Since then no other paper has been
published until now.

In this short paper, we are going to show a faunal
list of the family based on the previous papers and on
some additional materials obtained by IKIP (International
Kuril Island Project) and the second author’s survey.

The specimens used in the present paper are
preserved in University of Washington (Seattle, WA,
USA), the Hokkaido University Museum (Sapporo,
Japan), Moscow Lomonosov State University (Moscow,
Russia), and in H. Yoshitomi’s private collection.

List of the scirtid species recorded and
collected from Sakhalin and the Kuril
Islands

Genus Elodes Latreille, 1796

Elodes inornata Lewis, 1895
Elodes inornata Lewis, 1895, 107; Yoshitomi, 1997, 354,

Specimen examined. Kuril Islands. Kunashir Isl.: 1
female, near Mendeleevo, 15 km, sulpharic source, 3-
VIII-1985, N. Nikitsky leg.

Remarks. This species is newly recorded from the
Kuril Islands.

Distribution. Japan (Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku,
Kyushu); Korea; Kuril Islands (Kunashir Isl.).

Elodes wilsoni Pic, 1918
Elodes wilsoni Pic, 1918, 17; Yoshitomi, 1997, 364.

Specimens examined. Kuril Islands. Kunashir Isl.:
2 males, near Alekhino, 13-VI-1973, M. Kurorosov leg.;
1 female, near Mendeleevo, 29-VI-1985, N. Nikitsky leg.
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Remarks. This species is newly recorded from the
Kuril Islands.

Distribution. Japan (Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku,
Kyushu); Kuril Islands (Kunashir Isl.).

Elodes piceata Klausnitzer, 1982
Helodes(!) piceata Klausnitzer, 1982, 277, figs. 8-13
[Type: Kunashir, not examined].

Remarks. No specimen of this species has been
available for this paper. “Helodes” is incorrect spelling
of the generic name “Elodes” (see Pope 1976).

Distribution. Kuril Islands (Kunashir IslL.).

Elodes kojimai Nakane, 1963
Elodes kojimai Nakane, 1963a, 140; Yoshitomi, 1997, 375.
Flavohelodes nigrata Klausnitzer, 1982,275, synonimized
by Yoshitomi, 1997, 375.

Remarks. No specimen of this species has been
available for this paper.

Distribution. Japan (Hokkaido, Honshu); Kuril
Islands (Kunashir Isl.).

Genus Sacodes LeConte, 1853

Sacodes minima (Klausnitzer, 1973)
Helodes minima Klausnitzer, 1973, 107.
Sacodes minima: Yoshitomi, 1997, 396.

Specimens examined. Kuril Islands. Kunashir Isl.:
1 female, near Mendeleevo, 6-VII-1985, N. Nikitsky leg.;
1 female, near Mendeleevo, 26-VII-1985, N. Nikitsky
leg.

Remarks. This species is newly recorded from the
Kuril Islands.

Distribution. Japan (Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku,
Kyushu); Kuril Islands (Kunashir Isl.).



Genus Cyphon Paykull, 1799

Cyphon obscuratus Klausnitzer, 1982
Cyphon obscuratusKlausnitzer, 1982, 283; Klausnitzer
and Yoshitomi, 2003, 94.

Remarks. No specimen of this species has been
available for this paper.

Distribution. Japan (Hokkaido, Honshu); Kuril
Islands (Kunashir Isl.).

Cyphon ainu Nakane, 1963

Cyphon ainu Nakane, 1963b, 31; Klausnitzer and
Yoshitomi, 2003, 94.

Cyphon kerzhneri Klausnitzer, 1982, 283, syononimized
in Klausneitzer and Yoshitomi, 2003, 94.

Specimens examined. Sakhalin: 1 male, near
Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, 17-V-1985, N. Nikitsky leg. Kuril
Islands. Kunashir Isl.: 1 male, near Mendeleevo, 20-V-
1985, N. Nikitsky leg.; 3 males, near Mendeleevo, 15
km, sulpharic source, 25-VI, 4-VII-1985, N. Nikitsky leg.;
2 males, near Tretiakovo, 21 to 28-VII-1985, N. Nikitsky
leg.

Distribution. Japan (Hokkaido); Kuril Islands
(Kunashir Isl.); Sakhalin.

Cyphon fuscomarginatus Nakane, 1963

Cyphon fuscomarginatus Nakane, 1963b, 139; Klausnitzer
and Yoshitomi, 2003, 94.

Cyphon aberratus Klausnitzer, 1982, 279, synonymized
by Klausnitzer and Yoshitomi, 2003, 94.

Specimens examined. Kuril Islands. Kunashir Isl.:
2 exs., near Tretiakovo, 21-VII-1985, N. Nikitsky leg.
Tturup Isl.: 3 males & 1 female, inland of NE Kasatka
Bay, 45°00.47°N, 147°43.57’E, 1-VIII-1998, B. K.
Urbain, IT-98-BKU-037 (IKIP-98); 4 males, inland of
NE Kasatka Bay, 45°00.45°N, 147°43.68’E, 1-VI1II-1998,
D. J. Bennett, IT-98-DJB-042 (IKIP-98); 1 male, inland
of Slavnaya Bay, 45°29.47°N, 148°37.13’E, 1-VIII-1998,
D. J. Bennett, IT-98-DJB-071 (IKIP-98); 1 female, inland
of NE Kasatka Bay, 45°00.35°N, 147°43.65’E, 1-VIII-
1998, B. K. Urbain, IT-98-BKU-043 (IKIP-98).

Distribution. Japan (Hokkaido, Honshu); Kuril
Islands (Kunashir and Tturup Isls.).

Cyphon kongsbergensis Munster, 1924
Cyphon kongsbergensis Munster, 1924, 292; Nyholm,
1972, 36.

Specimens examined. Kuril Islands. Iturup Isl.: 4
males, inland of Slavnaya Bay, 45°29.47°N, 148°37.13"N,
6-VIII-1998, D. I. Bennett, IT-98-DJB-071 (IKIP-98).
Tanfilyeva Isl.: 5 males, Inland Tanfil’yevka Bay,
43°26.62°N, 145°55.89’E, 19-VIiI-1998, B. Urbain, TA-
98-BKU-121 (IKIP-98); 1 male, Inland Tanfil’yevka Bay,
43°26.62°N, 145°55.89°E, 19-VIII-1998, D. J. Bennett,
TA-98-DIB-119 (IKIP-98); 1 female, inland Tanfil’yevka
Bay, 43°26.62°N, 145°55.89°E, 19-VIII-1998, D. J.
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Bennett, TA-98-DIB-117 (IKIP-98). Polonskogo Isl.: 1
male, inland from western side, 43°38.38°N, 146°18.58°E,
21-VIII-1998, D. J. Bennett, PO-98-DJB-135 (IKIP-98).

Remarks. This species is newly recorded from the
Kuril Islands. The species is closely related to Cyphon
consobrinus Nyholm, 1950, and is distinguished from it
by the characteristics of male 9th sternite and female
prehensor.

Distribution. Europe; Kuril Islands (Iturup,
Tanfilyeva, Polonskogo Isls.).

Cyphon consobrinus Nyholm, 1950

Cyphon consobrinus Nyholm, 1950, 1-5 [Type: female,
Amur, not examined]; Klausnitzer, 1980, 123 [description of
male, Ussuri]; 1982, 285 [recorded from Kuril Islands];
Yoshitomi, 2002a, 214.

Specimens examined. Kuril Islands. Kunashir Isl.:
5 males, BtwL ks Aliger Lagunnoye, 44°03.25°N,
145°44 91°E, 11-VIII-1998, B. K. Urbain, KU-98-BKU-
072 (IKIP-98).

Remarks. This species was redescribed in detail by
Yoshitomi (2002a) based on the Japanese specimens.

Distribution. Japan {Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku,
Tsushima); Kuril Islands (Kunashir Isl.); Russia (Amur,
Ussuri).

Cyphon patiens Klausnitzer, 1982
Cyphon patiens Klausnitzer, 1982, 280, figs. 17-20 [Type:
Kunashir, not examined].

Remarks. No specimen of this species has been
studied for this paper.
Distribution. Kuril Islands (Kunashir Isl.).

Cyphon echinatus Klausnitzer, 1982
Cyphon echinatus Klausnitzer, 1982, 282, figs. 27-31
[Type: Kunashir, not examined].

Remarks. No specimen of this species has been
studied for this paper.
Distribution. Kuril Islands (Kunashir Isl.).

Cyphon pubescens (Fabricius, 1792)

Cistela pubescens Fabricius, 1792, 47.

Cyphon pubescens: Nyholm, 1972, 53; Klausnitzer, 1982,
284 [recorded from Sakhalin].

Remarks. No specimen of this species has been
studied for this paper.
Distribution. Europe; Russia (Sakhalin).

Cyphon variabilis (Thunberg, 1787)

Cantharis variabilis Thunberg, 1787, 54.

Cyphon variabilis: Nyholm, 1972, 44; Klausnitzer, 1982,
284 [recorded from Kuril].

Remarks. No specimen of this species has been
studied for this paper.

Distribution. Japan (Hokkaido); Kuril Islands
(Kunashir, Iturup Isls.); Europe; Asia; N. America; N.




Africa; C. America; New Zealand.

Cyphon padi (Linnaeus, 1758)

Chrysomela padi Linnaeus, 1758, 369.

Cyphon padi: Nyholm, 1972, 60; Klausnitzer, 1982, 284
[recorded from Kuril Islands and Sakhalin].

Remarks. No specimen of this species has been
studied for this paper. Yoshitomi (2002a) in his PhD
thesis, which will be contributed in near future, recorded
this species from Hokkaido for the first time.

Distribution. Japan (Hokkaido); Kuril Islands
(Kunashir Isl.); Russia (Sakhalin); Europe; Asia; North
America.

Discussion

Thirteen scirtid species are recorded from Kunashir
Island in this paper. Of these, ten species are also
distributed in Hokkaido where sixteen scirtid species are
recorded (Yoshitomi 2002b; Yoshitomi and Hori 2003).
This suggests high similarity of the scirtid fauna between
Hokkaido and Kunashir. However, information of the
species is too scarce to discuss the scirtid fauna in the
Russian Far East (except for Kunashir Isl.). Therefore
futher survey in this area will be expected.
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