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First record for the recently discovered hangingfly
Bittacus monastyrskiyi Bicha, 2007 (Mecoptera: Bittacidae)
from Há Tay Province, Vietnam

Louis A. Somma
Florida State Collection of Arthropods
Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services
PO Box 147100, 1911 SW 34th Street
Gainesville, FL  32614-7100
sommal@doacs.state.fl.us, somma@ufl.edu

Abstract. I provide the first record for the recently described hangingfly, Bittacus monastyrskiyi Bicha, 2007, from
Há Tay Province (Ba Vi National Park), Vietnam, along with new seasonal, altitudinal, and habitat data.  This
is the only described species of bittacid from Vietnam, and this new record extends its range100 km north-
northwest from its type locality in Cuc Phuong National Park, Thanh Hoa Province.

Introduction and Methods

The Order Mecoptera is a largely understudied, small, ancestral, and probably paraphyletic, taxon of
holometabolous insects represented by more than 610 known, extant species arranged in at least 35
genera and 9 families worldwide (Kaltenbach 1978; Willmann 1987; Whiting 2002; Byers 2005; Grimaldi
and Engel 2005; Bicha 2006; Beutel and Baum 2008; Dunford and Somma 2008a, b; Hua and Cai 2009;
Tan and Hua 2009a). In Vietnam, Mecoptera are represented only by 8 species of panorpids, in the genus
Neopanorpa, and a single described species of bittacid, Monastyrskii’s hangingfly, Bittacus monastyrskiyi
Bicha, 2007 (Byers 1965; Tjeder 1973; Bicha 2007).

Bittacus monastyrskiyi was first collected in June 2005, from Cuc Phuong National Park, Thanh
Hoa Province, Vietnam; the locality for the holotype, allotype, and 10 paratypes (Bicha 2007). The habitat
was a mature tropical broadleaf evergreen forest (Bicha 2007). I herein report on additional specimens of
B. monastyrskiyi collected in 2009 by John B. Heppner with a UV light trap (Cuc Phuong National Park)
and a metal halide light on the wall of a cabin (Ba Vi National Park). Both specimens were deposited in
the Florida State Collection of Arthropods (FSCA).

Results and Discussion

A male B. monastyrskiyi was collected on 4-7 May 2009, at Mac Lake, Cuc Phuong National Park,
Thanh Hoa Province, at an elevation of 155 m. A female B. monastyrskiyi was collected in Ba Vi National
Park, Há Tay Province, at an elevation of 455 m, approximately 48 km west of Hanoi, Vietnam. The
second specimen represents the first record of this species from Há Tay Province, extending its range
approximately 100 km north-northwest, and an altitude 300 m higher, from the type locality. The some-
what more open habitat differed from that described by Bicha (2007) in that it was primarily a secondary
montane forest (Heppner 2009, and pers. comm.).

The recently described Bittacus hainanicus Tan and Hua, 2009, collected from Hainan Island, China
(Tan and Hua 2009b), might conceivably be a junior synonym of  B. monastyrskiyi based upon the
morphological description and the fact that the describing authors were unaware of the description of any
Vietnamese species of bittacids (Tan and Hua 2009b; W. Bicha pers. comm. 2009). If a critical examina-
tion of B. hainanicus demonstrates this potential synonymy, it would extend the range of B. monastyrskiyi
350 km from the holotype site (W. Bicha pers. comm. 2009).
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