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Sojourner Truth

Elave, Propher, Legend

CARLETON MaBEE

WITH SUSar hapek MEwHIUSE

“Thas first-rane biography presents us with &
heeriine comsdderably mor inlensting- moe:
origina, mare p{y.trrfu] than the peraonality
sentimentalists have often portrayed.”

—The Mew Yorker

A1 pages ! 1 illusirarions

15HM: 0-8147-5515-9 1 L1695 puper

Farthcomimg in April

Leshian Erotics

EniTeD By KaRLA |Ax

“A very great gift compelling. complex, coura-
geouws, and slunning. Everyone interested in
love and bast. passion and poser, history and
Literature, will want 1o read Karla Tay's timely,
arvaing, important anthekogy”

—EBlanche Wigsen Coak

Author of Fleanar Rocsevelt, wal, |

Peibraens Envticy is the first asthology to imvesti-
gate the cultuesd prosisction of sexually
charged images of leshians in film, law, litera-
ture, and popular culture in general

310 pages /& sscrations

I5RH: 0-8147-4115-4 1 417,95 papes

The Prostitution of
Sexuality

EATHLEEN BapEY

“This is 2 brave and brilliant book—and con-
stituies 3 quanbam leap forward for ghabal
Ferninizt theory”

—Raobin Morgan

357 pages
I5BA: 0 LB47: L2177 7 524.95 cloth

Suffrage and Beyond

| International Feminse ]:'Er&]h‘:l'_[l'.l'ts-

EniTen py CARCLNE DiaLey ari MELAMIE
DoLan

This pulstical history of suffrage on a glohel
scale brings ogether such emment schodars as
Marcy Cont, Ellen Trubsois, and Canale

Fareman,
B0 pagges ) 10 illustrations

15BM: 8147 RETL-X ¢ $19.95 paper

Will You Be Mother!
Women Who Choose to Say No

Jare BapTLETT

Based on ower fitty interviews with women.
WATl Yow Be Morher? explores the personal and
public implications of the pressure socery
puts on women to have dhildren and offers a

challenging critiguae of the prevalent helief thar
motberhood & a natural sate for women and

that childles women are somehow incomplete,

¥} pages
DS D@ 147-0245-2 7 | 595 paper

' Feminist Nightmares:

Women at Odds

Feminism and the Problem of
Sisterhood

Frormen ey Sistas WEISSER AND JEMMIFER
FLESCHER

As Ferninism grows increasingly diverse, the
v ki come 2o ask a painful and frequently
aviided question: what does it mean for
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34 pages
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FRONT LINES

Silver Lining
Department

ositive thinking 1s my trademark, so

quite 3 number of folks whe haven't called in years rang wp after

the Movember ¢lecticos hoping to hear a few encouraging waords,
Could [ put a positive spin oo the Bepublican sweep of tederal and state gov-
ernments? Is there any hu‘pt' for prut-\:\tli::g Lo less J-d-‘-'aﬂ-:.'il'l-l.'.] WOFTIET) & g;.lilﬁ
in a climate 1 which |1:.E|u.|||.1:||-.|Ll.l:r:.-' anti-abetrion thetoric EMCOMEMLTEE and
exonerates terrornt murdets at women’s health clinics?

In searching for something upbear 1o say (if these colleagues wanted to be
more depressed they would have called someone ebse), 1 found myself mlking
about “T" Accuse!™, Lavra Flanders” stirring piece on women in Hain who had
the courage to testify doout political rape in the days followang Arstide's return
o power, The force nFs.p-.*J.l-:'ing truth against injustice should not be undere<n
mared. (For more proof, read Phyllis Cheslers personal account, “Rape m High
Places.™)

[ was also able to point to several other pleces iy thas ssae that document the
fIEIiI’.II'".'II]ZIﬂET IDFIl.I.EI'I.-I:L' FEI.'":II.'I:IS': lhll:lh:ll'l:i{ contimucs Lo '«'\'LL']L‘I- ]l. l'ld.'l- l.'EJL']'I.EI'J
amd hre.:rh-ﬂ:l the fortres of mamstream ruilﬁ:ll.'l'..IE- iI:I‘S-‘l‘iEu"UI:Ib. whech Lou Ann
Matossian deseribes in “Fe-Tmagining God"” [0 has gained a foethald an the
Justace systern (see Elyme Rapping’s “Raw Law: Watching Court TV} And it
1= bubbling ve the surface in Eastern Eurepe (read Peggy Simpson’s “Poland's
Morning After™).

But there 15 no denving thar coday’s comservanves and the religions raghe are
highly effective in moebilizing a constiniency and in both coopting and dermo-
nizing feminist ideas, We chink ir important te see what we can learn fromm
their successes, John Seoltenberg analyzes the appeal of Promise Keepers,
HAmericas fastest-growing  men's movement, 0 “Male Virging, Bleod
Covenants, and Family Values” And, in “Phyllis Schlaflys Ancestors” historian
Patricia Biley Dunlap looks at the anti-women'’s suffrage propaganda of che
eadly 20th centry: of interest becavse so many of the techiniques [romanticiza-
tian of womans role: ridieule of :I'r|1|i|'||:|:-'.] aree siall wsed rnd,j'g_ apek i.|:|:p'i'r:|r|5.:
bBecause the well-financed conservatives dad, fimally, tail to stem the movement
for female suffrage,

We hope our readers will find O THE T550ES a source of personal inspira-
tioa in these difficuls cmes, 1 find that 1 feel mest discouraged about the state
of the nation when T let the mainseream media define my picture of what's
goang ort. But when [ resd the views of like-minded souls, when | get ot and
meet wath activiss, 1 am always reimpired by our collective sparat and hopeful-
ness, Thas seems o be a good time o regroup, gather together, plan feminism’s
next moves, and knie ourselves soome sillver losinags.
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Pilaries Sliding Her Choldemn. 163, by Begena [elwem i Tk Po ki Soran Seraih, § P08k Skl oo

MERLE HOFFMAN
ON THE ISSUES

Tragedy,
American-Style

or in other ways, a woman
Is tull of fear, defenseless, dreads the sight of cold

Steel; but, when once she is wronged 1in the matter

of love, Mo other soul can hold so many thoughts

of blood. —Medea, 431 B.C.

OM THE [55UES SPRING 1995

Che M bt desaroped her cliiddren.
—Willham F Buckley [r., 1994

Television described i as 2 “great human drama,”
bust iy the end 1 fownd the surreal progression of
the white Ford Bronco sath O, Songson in the
passemgzer seat holding 2 gun o his head ancicli-
mactic, | marveled ar the citizens lined up along
the roadside holding handwritten signs proclyim-
1T "l'.'.l_l- We Love You™ and "Eu:u._]ui{f. o B
I found myself longing for the namral denowe-
mment of grear eragedy, the catharsis, which,
according v Arsstotle, comes from a purification
of the emotions of terror and paty that leads to
an experience of rebirth, Unlke that road=ade
post-rmodern Greek chorus, | yearned for what |
cansidersd appropriate chosane an this situatson—
a confession expresing guile and  profound
remarse. Inoa way | wanted, indeed aveded, 10 see
r. Saml:u.-l:-n blow hiz brains our, p'reﬁ:ml]]:,r an
the gravesite of hss murdered wife,

Bt Sampson woubd not delver. Simpson 1s no
Creheelbo. Just as Susan South, whose own person-
al Greek chorus greered her with "baby-killing
bitch™ and “hold Forur Tead up, 1..-l.llu'r|: a ]:ul:!:f
murderer” is mo Medea, And therein lies & value
shift worth contemplating,

I was |5 when | first read Ewrnipides” Medea
and remember being deeply moved by the story
af this barbarian princess whao falls im lowe with
Jasam, leader af the Arg-nn:lut:, and murders bath
her own brother and [ason’s uncle to help him.
Exaled 1o Coranth wath their two sons, Jason casts
her aside to wed the daughrer of the King of |
Connth. While pretending o submit, Medea
hotribly marders father and dssghrer through
the gift of 3 magically poisoned robe. Then, fear-
ing tor the safety of her sons and in an act of
vengeful henor and radical insurrection, she savs
them with her ovvn hands and escapes with therr
IJI.'II:IJI!"G o u.'l-i.- E:‘:II.E i a r|.'|.'.|.r:||:H: n:lrnw:n b:l' ﬂr:g—
ons. Cmeen, goddess, sorceress, and then mother,
Mledea demies Jason even the touch of his dead
children's flesh.

I was struck by the force of her characrer, the
strength of her will—and her comcious ownee-
':|'||P ol her .I.'P'F\.IJIII:I!: deed: =3

was in love with someone very much,

but he didn’t love me and never would.

[ had hurt him very much, and could

see why he could never love me.

—Susan Smith, 1994 4.0
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I shall kil my own children.

by children, there is none whao can
give them salety....

Far it i3 mot bearalile to be mocked
by enermies.,..

Far thotse children he had from me
hve will never

See alive again, nor will he an his
new bride

Beget anather chibd, for ihe i 1o be
forced

To die a most terrible death by
these my polsans.

Let no one think me a weak one,
feeble-spirited,

A stay-at-home, but rather just the
apposite,

Oine who can hurt my enemies and
help my friends.,

Mledeas story and wlomace fall are
truly tragic. Like Oithella, blacd konor
iz whar move: her. And hke him, she
can clarm she was one who loved "naot
wisely, but oo well” Medea-the
gueen naturally assumes the response-
bilaty of moving with power i the
world, Medea-the-woman lrves wathin
the laws of parriarchy and clearly
understands that her polincal and social
position are purely derivative of her
husband’s, Medea-the-mocher
her children, but knows chat I:'-l_:;AII'.'
they belong to her hushand. In mur-
deming them she reclaims that power
for herself. Although Medea processes
her decision with the chorus over the
Space of the F]I:.'.. there 13 no ambiva-
lenee or atternpt o distance hemself
from her crime. She does not seek to
hide. Mor doss Orhello. “Mothing
exrenuare,” he says just before he sl
himselt and dics on the bed where he
murdered Dresdemiona

When 1 first heard aboar the .;||-:.th-
pearance of Susan Smichs children, amnd
:hml:ghnu: the mine davs of the search,
| wounld imagine myself -:.l:.|11-cli:13_' alone
in the middle of a2 counery road wanch-
ing the back of my car receding as
somecne drove off with its preciows
cargo. | caught my breath at the edge
of the harror, the magnitude of the
lowes, thee ragpe, the impotence, the crush-
I anxiety, the :l::ruHh:- tor beheve the
unbelievable. Then, slowly, a grawing
suspacion crept in, so cthat when at last
her arrest was announced, 1 was not
overcome with shock or rage, Just an
ineffable sadness

As for many others, Medea was mry
first associarion, DMid she sy poodbye

||'|'. (-]

1o her children, | wondered? Lid Susan
Simith., like Medea, pl.ll'w:l1'|l||',-' clains
ownership of her actoas as the car
sank quictly into the dark waters® Was
shiee consciows and determuncd, moving
with the power of her own horrid
||;:._|,|:|r_'_ o Wk she i the end I'II'.'I'.'.|:|'
sl away in the sea of her own cmo-
tigsm?

In |‘||_'|: CONfeSIIGn B '|'|':'\III\'.I\.' (R3]
Elovember 5. Susan Smith said thar she
“wramted tooend my lite so bad, 1 did
B part sy, b | ~.r|||.1p-.'n|. | wwent
again and stopped.” Adter she allowed
the car o rall into the water with her
g children 1.rr.|[.=|:-u-.| o the back
s, she “took off runming and scncam-
ing, "Cth God. Oh, God. No!™ ™ Smich
seems to have experienced such a los
af self, such a dissolution of hound-
aries, that the murder of her children
appears e be a case of "suicide by
procey.” Wanting to kall herself, she kills
her chuldmnen.

Unbike Medea, who s not unhinged
but aces our of srategic design and
what she pl.'rl.-'.'iw.':- & p-u|i[il..|] Illl.'l.'\'."-:il':.'.
Smuth B psychologically unbalanced,
“When 1 was at John 1) Long Lake |
had never felr sooscared and unsure as |
did then,” she wrote, "l was an
absolute mental case, 1 couldn® beliove
whar | had done,” "While Smich sends
Michael and Alex back into the hands
af their =1 |l."'1l."|.'l:||'!.' Father,” where she
Enows “'they never will be hare .1|;Ji'|1_"
Medea keeps her childrem our of all
their hodies are

male I'I.I Iil.‘ls—t"r\.'ﬁ

demed ta ther father.

o Sman Smath s no Medea

11 fact, she was a classic g

;.ul:l. the traditienal
kind—seli-limiting and selfeminimiz-
g Vored the “foendliest seniaor of the
class of 19897 ar Umion High Schoal
and considered the “kind of student
vou want in your clas™ by her school
pFiI:I.'Lp.lL this member of the MNational
Hioii E-l.ll.:ll.'l.".r Clse ot to g0 Dy col-
lege of leave her simall town. Insresd,
she staved close to home, and gained
defininon and affibation through 3 man
by becoming a mother and then a
wifee, She married Daved Smach when
she was two mionths PregmeETn,

Dravad Smuich, however, is something
of a Jazon. His infidelities were public
knowledge, and Susan was known to
show up ar the Winn-Dixie where he
worked to check on his whereabauts
l'l.l.'r RIS uI' 'h.'ll. YES S0 |_'|]:||q_f1|'|¢ﬂ"| i|'|

ot
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Dawid that she ||_-purn'|:||',.' attempied
suicide pwace over him: once during
high school when he broke off their
relationship, and a second mme because
of difficultes in their marciage. 1§ oo,
the bwor suicide atempts reflect Smuths
crermous need bor male connecton
and .|p|:::r\-::-'».'a|.

Far Srmath, the “good girl,” there was
always 3 man and always a problem,
When she was seven years old, her
farher commtted svicide, Ar 16, she
told police, her steplader had molested
her. .|'.||1-.:-|.|3:3||
charges, By 19 she was marraed, by 22
shie had taken a bover whao regected her,
by 23 she had sent her ewa baby boys
hack 1o Dxaddy, hack to therr “Heaven-
Iy Facher!

From |'\-||h-||'.h:'-.l MEpores kb appears
that Smith was indeed disteraughe and
siricidal over an |.|=|r=-.':|u||:|.'-.{ lowe when
she murdered her children. Tom Find-
lay, her lover and the boss” som an the
office where she worked a5 a secretary
and carmed §17, 0060 2 year, had wrinen
her the pnow-intamous leer welling hes

'-I'I‘i.' TLCWCT pr I.'b\."'\-'i.'IJ

]I_'|'|||'-.|_||| FE1AS
Ve shafld Othello
O 1ea (el
| galohsy, do s
Sithilar Social

?.'i.ll:."i.li. '-]-_DI|_'|1_-1'_ |'|:|: B-

Yl !'I Ii-l S CDOYVETY

[

| .2 £ - - -
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e was not ready 1o be a father, And
she had begun divorce proceedings
apaanst and because of s mibdelines,
which, according 1o her best friend
Danna Greer, sent her  into decp
ﬂfph'ﬁ‘-i{'lﬁ:%-. Like Ml\.‘l.‘lt‘l.\, Smith Y
well have chought to berself..

It wias everything to me to think
weell of pnee man,

And he, my own husband, has
turned out wholly vile._..

A man, when he's tired of the com-
pany in his home,

Goaes out of the howse and puts an
end o his boredom...

-"I-l.'t'l.'lrlill'lg ro the 'I:.'.'m-:lll,:n' Tribnre,
secretaries in the office called Findlay a
“catch.” Perhaps Smich sow him as her
tricket oug of what she experienced as
the draining monommy of 2 kower-clis
existence. Withowr David and the hope
of & new life wich Findlay, she lose al)
semse of self.

Who, if not herselt, was she killing?
By all reporis she had been a good

mother. There 15 ne known pattern of
BSuman Smuth ever .1l'n|~.'ih=_- her childreii.
ot the otuation in the ||11.|_'i|.'|r:||:':,' of
cases of female mfanocide. Her crime
e o have appearced full-Blown o
of mwowhere. "1 leltots she st wanted ro
b weith |:'|1:-|.||.'|5-;" Lebecca Simaih, sisger
of her sstranged husband 1Fond, told
the Trlwene, "He had money and he
didn't want to lave keds arownd ™

Had her two young sons come to
represen all char was male, all dhar was
pevwvertul, all thar stoad G her way, all
that zhe rtried o pl:c.q-:-: it nevier
could? Were they symbols of male
perwer, as P cerle Brown "i.impmn WS
uf whate puwt'r?

Semth’s Greek chorus, unhke !'hmp-
som'y, otfered no comfort or proe There
wiere ne handwritten agns of support
of T-shirts or 4000 fan lemers a day, Afer
shie was arrested, one Howston man
tald the Hawsioe Posr thar she should
be driven o a lake and drowned like
her children, And 3 woman fram her
o, a mother of pevo was overheard
B sUEgest Smith ke taken off suicide
watch so that mature could tzke its
course, Mavhe its because 51n1|:|1|.1n B
celebrity whao has fallen far from his
male-mesdel status and Smith & a small-
town nobody who managed o manip-
ulate a whaole nation inte aching for
her and her plighe. Maybe ics because
Smiath killed rwo mnocent children and
Simpson’s targer was his sensual ex-
wife, O maybe its becanse, as Cheryl
McCarthy wrote in MNewsday, “Ar a
nme when marriage 35 crumbling,
CAMEErs ars i}q'ing aborred im mmid=lafe,
and priests are revealed to be child
malesters, the Mother Love Myth 1 all
we have,” and %math has shattered i,
just as Medea did. And that scares us.
“Mothers don't hike to adomt ae, but for
many there have been times when they
fele  like ]-:illmg thewr  chaldren,”
McCarthy noted. Or as Frank Rich
pm[ui;urw'i. in the Mew York Times, " We
fieel the hormor of Susans crime not
becawse its unimaginable but preciely
because we can imagine it

Bur in the end, hoth Susan Smath
and O], Simpson have much less to
tell ws abour themselves than about
the warld in which we now live, a
world more profoundly removed from
that of Euripides and Shakespeare than
miere |:r|_'|'||11:-|-'_'u;ﬂ:\:.' cais Lell Their stories
apeak of how very [ar we have gone
from holding our heroes and anni-
heraes accountable for their acts, and
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of how indivadual responsbilicy has
BV way o thearies of victimization
and systean ermor.

ragedy requires ws main charac-

I rers to fall, buc Sl soesoeuslp—

to take wloimate responsibilacy

for their crimes and 1o come 1 some

level of understanding abour them-

selves and their marivarions, Simpmn

andd Smth fall Far shaort, Tiw:,.' are
|||-rre|':.' Piteasus, not tragc.

Simpson may have shared Odhello's
great mge and jealousy, suffered similar
social and racial shghts, and held his
view of wamen & property—Mcole
wis 3 “rrophy wate” Bur in his pathet-
ic, bur non-propheric, suicide note,
ﬂimp-:.nn could only claimn thar “at
times, | have felt hke a batrered hus-
band or boyfriend, but | loved her”
and add a plamtwve, “1've always tried
to be up and helpful. Soowly s s
'|i.'|[.'l[:"t|'|:||'|3-:'" E-ll'lipm-li has o center,
no meorings and po moal conpass,
He floats amorphoushy in a sea of seli-
pity. “Please think of the real O] and
not this lost sonl”

This \'|'.-|:||:|:|.ng off af Sumpsan the
Good from Sumpson the (alleged)
vengeful murderer 15 symptomatic of a
far deeper societal disassocation—the
disconnecnon  berween  cause  and
effect, the ruprire of action from con-
sequence, Whatever great passions may
have driven the murders he s charged
with s loat in a series of endless medha
manipulatiens and legal maneuvers,
“Ciettang away with ™ becomes the
ultimate achievement, and melodrama
replaces what should have been
eragecdy.,

As for Swan Smith, wharever we
bearn and evenally come o under-
stand abour the moenvaions behind her
hornble crime, she will alaays remain
wltmarely mysterious and ultEmately
alven. She, oo, claims no conscioas
awnership af her deeds, although she
admirs to them. This is nor 90 say thar
it waould be better i Susan Smich had
1:rl.|]:.-' virrered Medea and l.‘|t‘|ll|.'".!TJh'|1.|'
set out o Kill her bovs, Howewer,
Medeas crime does imply o distinct
choice. Smich s merely one more
voiee in the chorus of “victim”™ crima-
nals who Gl our papers and cur air-
waves  with their claims of bt::‘lg
moved by Forces bevand themselves,
We are left once agam with a rupture
of action from comsequence. There's no

catharsis, merely a tragedy by proxy. #
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Flowers in
meéraory of
ihamson
Loy iU
the dooraay
o the
Flamned
Parsathoad
CAIE L
ﬁ.l'l,'.\l-:'ll.l.lnr_
felivrs

Spontaneous Memorial

Only hipars after the Brookline
murders on Decermnber 20, peo-
ple began to leave flowerns out-
side bath the Planned Parent-
kaad and Prelern Clinkcs in
memary of receptioniss 3han
nan  Lowney and  Leanne
Michals, Whern §visibed the stes
one evening a 1ew days later
ne EIII-_||'I| Ll al dozens of
candles Whumenated scores af
Couguels oulsds beh loca-
tsans. Handwritten messeges
expressed love and  appre-
clateon for the work of the
mardered wamen and gried at
naving loat themn. As | stood an
the sidewalk in front of the
enfrance ta Preterm, several
cars pulled up and women got
aut to pay their respects and
leave  shill Fleewsrrs
Whether mends of those kilked
and injered in the athscks oo
3.';|.¢|"||:|E-:- BHE STATEDR O CCET-
Man  Soarrgsw  and  Ccomimon
degire ta honor them

mare

The actress Eathleen Tumer
read & peem by Edna 5t Vin-
cenl blay a8 the memar-

sl service for Shannion
Relerring o thode whio die
untimely  deaths, the
paem concludes: °l do
nat approwve and | am
nof  resigred.”  How
appropriate, | thought
Mo, we must nel be
TEsiged Lo Chese mur
ders of o any  Tuture
s agains thage
wrha
need
19 tum our gried and
pngier b strength by
rededic ating auwrsehes
1o fhi :.|r|,||'||:|||: {u]]
waomen's reprosductive
Ireedom, and doing
HCE ]y
militanth 1o
defend and profect
aur cliregs

MARY LU CABEMEBERC

WErVE  WOMmen's

Wi must wiork

all we can
anid

Mural with Memory

& “Clinic Escedt™ L-shart, a U3
marshal’s badge, and the w

I Many MOoLn-
Lems

ribkhar woarn
pry were same al the

incorporated in Chowes: The

fefarcal  afler gt
from kacal residents. The 5-by
Hi-hbaal rrwral created 1ar the

Ly 1 ~ &
Fensacoid

labodatary walls 31 the Lades'
Center in Fensacala, Florida, o5
mieand o weree g bath encous
agement Lo those in 1he cam
munity wha refuse 1o be intems
dated and ai a mevsanis lar D
|akn Basltan and i volun
lepr |amed Bamrell wihil were
murdered al the Ladies”
i uly, and Dr. Dawid Gunn
Slam sl March s anather Pen
sacala wamen's health lachiy
The miirdl, By amists Bachells
Shicalt and |anet Braun-Beins
Teaiures praminent porirains of
the slain men and vivid geo-

Cenler

LA RN

mertric blocks ol traditional pat-
ferns credled by Lhe anceilors
of populations served By the
climic: the Cresk Matan, oolo-
nial Americans, Africans=S&men-
cans, and Sowtheast Asiars, The
creation of the maral was S[Eean-
sored by the astists' nonprofit
T T e |""||||'-'||.'||'|':|.'|I'|3.:|I:||'_||
Artmakers i, and the Clini-
Cian nitative of Fanmsd Paren
P of Mew tark City

O al the reast disturbing
thangs we abserved in Pensaco-
la u how Halated peoples at the
sy Shicodl. “But
after they saw all the names of

clirie leel

the people who had GIvErn L5
maney [painted on the battam
of the mural], they began o
undersfand hoes musch support
they hawe: that people are
imlerested ang concamed,”
SUZENNE LEVINE
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A Doctor fram St. Paul
Ihe ATTIETRE AT
Women's Aol

hedical
Loy JALIWA)
presenled ifs amnnuaal Matianal
Heproductive Health fward 140
|ane Hodgion, MD, from 51
Faul, Minnesata. In 1971, D
Hedgson becsme

medical diregiar
al  the Prelerm

Chinet 17 Washing

ton, DL, one of
thie teasl &nd mosk
infleential  aboc
than chmics in the

:.I E- '.‘llllc' 3% ANICE

founded  deveral

dpartion chinsci =

winmesata and, a1 fiial ]
sl providing  abartions  to

PAOTIET

A Fighter from The Brons
Bella Ahzueg, “the Bronx's gifl
0 thie natiof L=
24
Veteran Feminisis ol Amencs
hledal ol Horsr
COngresiwaman, naw 74
the L%, delegate

waild,” was awandes] the

The loermeer
W
L Lhe® reCenl

Caird  populatan conference

wiere she helped argamize the

daiby wamen's cauous o ensune

1“{] P HIE-F

L conberence's

ment refected the reality of
Bedla ws
leading the charge™ lar the
LM Fourth World Conlerence
an Womien, £o b eld oy Bes

wWamen's lives

g In september. Sasd Jacgui
Ceballos  af  the
Tl i Non
weseEndation: "%
Ip Bella ang she
wlirs up thie wond,”
and One of

Qur Ohwn!
D THE |

1Fie I i}
19598 Cammurily
action MNetwark heda saand
Ior  Ehe L]
Tough on Rape,

mialngue, Lt

with foameer

prosecutors Liz Holizman
Al
19945 The award cited the armi-
the for making the points “that
to deal

ren’s altituck boward viclence

Alice Wachss  {Sumemer

il i3 NECESRYy with
md manhood, that most raps
wiclami are terribied that they
will e wvictimized again by Lhe
Wil &%ilEm, al vichims of
jpousal abuse olten teel fand

are 1old) that L is thesr Faui

Bella Abzug (right) with OTT publisher Merfe Hoffman (Teft) ond
Flapllis Chesler at the Veteran Femmnists of Amenca dinner.

and thal the justice syslem
needs taegher b aboul rape

arnid 58] 15 ]

boars,”
wark, foeunded by advertsing
i Wil uTDeser

migde 3
Commiuenly

[FOSECU
hak

Renior
induistry leagers,
ranprodit group dedicated o
pollecting and sharng practical
sodufions 1o Sommiunily S
erabilerns, On THE [550E5 was
are of &6 winners [ram a Thekd
af auer 2000 endries

SLIES SPRIMNG 1993

|Ga3)

il 1993 Chiriskrmas stamip oy

Flicker of Hope in
Former Yugoslavia
A women-led private valuntary
argarszalicn hay agred a hiree
vead, 2.2 madbon daoperalive
acjreemneryl wilh the U5 Agqency
‘or International Deyveloprment
10 Al WS S PEACE 1T 1Al ES
n Ehee Yiqoalay successon slates
STAR—Strabegies, Traming and
Advacacy for Recancilislion—al
Delphi Imbe=mational, will help
MOITIED

encodirage ES0ETE W]

Croatia,  Bownia-Hércegoving
and Macedonia wha  have
emerged a3 new and Coura
qeous waices hor peace and

.Il-_l.-l_-ll_ll_-'lll'l' in the
progeil qreve out of a megting
early Last year Delween wWismen
leaders = the [SEMmer § 1G53
e 15

repubdics and b

Female Mail

i R
CIALS LEENL e

L e es gl

I Ackise ind, arter &f father's
iliness, hier 1amily's madr LI
nort. Althouah she lived only
27 vears. s aduced at

¥ T 1
east 150 works, developing a

(A WE AR TR

hall-levugihy, porirans of
el and alledpancal il
cLs. Sireams of visdars jour

1 to Bolocyna B0 watch

£ WOLING artst a1 W < or

o cormimission hasr the
it Td emetery. Sira

attracted rowal oatne
cludireg the Grand Duke

I'II-I

umstance
her native ooty Bolaagma
her death was elaborately

mecurmed wailth Cormmissio ned

TiEEra TiLISIE ratory. and
1 COrmemeEr ative catal IQUE
[ life-size effigy of

the it A8 & tinal gesture
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Feedback

DAVIIMANS DEFENDED

wits shocked by your short
Iieamre “How ta Tell if Youwr

Mext-Dooe Meighbor |5 the
Mext Waco ‘Wacko™ (Winter
1995). it attacked David Koresh
:ulnl:,r o n:l-i-giuu: and I:i'lr.'ﬂ:,rle
grounds, ignoming passible can-
cerrg 1o leminists. And il over-
loaked the awtul reality.

On February 28, 1993, wilen
Bureau of Aleohal, Tebacco and
Firearms (BATF) agents in Ma-
tlonal Guard helicopters zoomed
in on the Branch Davidians'
church and home, they did so
with guns blazing, Fhe Ameri-
cans rail:]ing 2 Vietnam uill:lg:.
Davidians claim such ﬁring filbed
thres unammed pecple,

BATF—and FBl agerts who
loik aver har them-—krew that
Mount Canmel's rools ard walis
containsd evidence of the illegal
hielicopter attack. i It was left
standing, the Davidians proba-
bly would be acquitted of mur-
der of federal agents by a sym-
pathetic jury—in fact, thase who
survived were acquitted of mar-
der! Morecwer, BATF apents
could faoe prasecution and im-
prisamment for negligent or in-
tenticnal homicide in the deaths
of the unammed Davidians.
Therselore, it i Beely that FBI
agents in Wacoe deliberately sab-
olaged negotiations with Dhe
Davidians to present their exit-
i Bdaunt Carrnal.

Unforiunately, religious big-
otry has prevented milllons aof
peogle fram recognizing that
what we saw in Waco was the
grealed] massacre of civiliard an
American soil sinee the 1B90
| massecre al 200 native Asmeri-
| cans at Wounded Enes. Of Lhe
82 prnplr massacred] by the FBI,
&1 were women and ¢hildren,
This is not scamething that femi-

Sernd I Iiers [0 o he editor o: 'l' :. ™ .I.f” ¥ .f'-.'-.'-! =y L ..-ri'-.ll.l [ Haornen I.-' .ﬁ-f-.'lil-'.l'ﬂ'nl
{ .-:'”r'i'i'. Inc., 97-77 r‘;hll'l"”.'-' Hoilerard, "]Ill.'l'II“;-'-'_‘l..r. WY 11 374=3317

mists shauld be joking about.
Camal Moare
Washingtan, DO

THE HILLARY THREAT
I the White middie-sged
Imah it threatened by Hillary
Radbam Clinton, so be it i
yau are threatensd by her, then
shame an you.
Virginia B. Mckinney
Brermertion, W

here must hawe been
| some kingd of electronic
glitz in cyberspacel How
did Aush Limbaugh “take cwer”
Fla].'rn R;pping': codumn in the
Winter 1905 issme? | stafed oul
reading aboul Susan Cheewer's
Wew Fark Timed rewiew al Lhe
sulobiography of Morma Bc-
Corvey. | thaught Elayne Rap-
ping’s anger was directed at
Susan Chesver. Suddendy, like a
bad connectlom on a4 mobie
phone, a lot of garbled stuff
spewed forth about  “hair”
“womanizing,” and “sordid fi-
nancial and moral wheelings
and dealings.” | immediately
recognized this as possibde Lim-
baugh material, Then this
bizarre tramsmission continued
with ':|_Hillaryj even could have
chaien Lo take another inde-
penddent poditicn in '.Fl".:uhing-
tan... and been in a positian o
really  fight for :.n:lrn-:-'ﬂ1ing
woirlhiwhile: :nmzlhing that
would help women and chil-
dren....” Yaihil Like healthcare!
Dramim, Just like that Hillary naok
1o thank of that!!
Jan WY, Evars
Circirnati, OH

BEYOMND ABORTION
wad not wrprised to read
I"Em:lir-q Mr. Short Eyes,” by
Mikki Craft, “How bo Tell if

Your Mext Daor Meighbar 15 the
Mext Waco Wacka,” by Carol
Winzant, or Ronni Sandreifs ed-
torlal on the FBI presence at
Chalces Women's Medical Cen-
ter in the Winter 1995 idgwe.
Having recently completed a 10-
week training course to be a vol
urteer at the local wamen's
shelber, | neadize that the immeds-
ate reaction that most wamen
have to the violence and terror
that surrourds themn is to “lock
the abusive men up and thraw
away the key,”

F!rl].'.'ng an the Ing.ll system of
the miest brutal country in the
world to protect us from male
wiolence doosn™t make wense,
What makes arymne thank that
the goavernment will support,
prolect, and defend the righl: af
wormien to contral their osn
bodied!

Athaugh the Iight for abor-
tbar rghts is an essential one,
wihile we &e ﬁgl‘ding fear controd
il crer repraductive sysbems, we
&fe |eaang mare conkrol pver our
wonong conditions, ower our
chikdren’s futures, and owver aur
to shart lhves, We must remem-
beer that mo matter on what issue
wi chaose b maké our stand,
we are ultimately fighting for
freedam for all peogle,

[Hana Bakat Frank

Alenbown, PA

RELAXED CHILDEIRTH

fournd “Matural Childbirth:
IFrl:lrn Option to Oethodoxy™

pWinler 1205) by Micole
Bokat to be a truly excellent, i
lomg averdur, artide. Cver the
past few vears I've indeed had
friends complain to me about
pressure being exerted wpon
them to forgo anesthetics dus-
ing kabar and childbirth as “jt's
better for the baby.”

Bokat wiites, "&very waman
shauld be free to make her own |
choices about pregrancy and
motherhaad  without  being
judged.” How true, simple and
straightforward, ard refreshingly
feminist this i

Rabin Sheil

51 Paul, MM

ELDERS RESIGNATION

he fiing of |oycelyn El
ders leawes me with a
oold lemp al Tear in the

pit of my stemach, I i ane
muare indication that this admin-
[gtration is no different from the
anes it purposted to replace, Bill
Clinton s selfing out an women
and children.

Elders spoke up for sex edu-
cation in the schoels and talked
apenly ssaut masturbation as a
healthy alternative ta  Inter-
caurse far teens and at-risk |
adults, The President himseld
may agree with this peint of
wiew, but his cowardly patitian
dictates that be denoumce this
fine brave woman because “she
is a flashpoint for conservative
atack” against his administra-
fion

I believe that without wemen
in paower our country has little
chance af surviving very far inta
the twenty-first century, for the
bastion of white male suprema-
cist chauvinists will ultimately
diestroy us all

Karim k. Whemas

Annandale, MM

CANCER-PREVENMTING PILL
aur article on ovarian
cancer (Fall 1994) over-
lenks  one  important

isiue, COral contraceptive pills

[“brth cantral pills™) have been

shen ower and over again to

protect against warian cancer.

Women who use birth control

Fi"E for even a few years have a |

substantial redisction in ovarian

(and alsa in endometrial) can-

cef, and wamen whi use pills

for aver five years have kess than
hall as much avarian cancer as
women wikd never yse the pil
at all.
Bruce Ferquson, MD
Albuguergue, Wi *
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Phassmgirapdy of Weeks comnes of Cowe TV

COLUMNIST

!
ELAYNE RAPPING

Raw Law:
WATCHING
COURT TV

“With liberty and justice for all,” they told us in

school. But oh boy, I've often thought, who do you
have to pay off, or sleep with, to get some of 1t7 As
a woman, ['ve been denied services | had a right to;
f charged for things | didn’t want or need, subjected

| e “irearments chat conld have killed me; k:-pr
aur of places [ deserved to get inta; and pushed
inne places | had to fight my way out of. When |
could atford to pay a lawyer for “justice,” maore
aiten than not, T have been told there was noth-
g | could do. Havent you? Hawen'y
your friends? Haven 't we all?
Although wou'd never know it
Fromm the texrhooks, news reports,
movies, of TV dramas, American
Justice is nor the lovely Blindfolded
lachy whe holds the scales of jussice
so farrly and abjecvvely w ber mar-
biled hands.  As  most
wiomen—and pe ople of color and
the poor—iind out sooner or later,
the legal systern has a set of budle-in
biases which were put in place by
the Founding Fathers, and maoscly
kept there by subsequent generd-
rions nf]u__giﬂu!l.‘rn. And these biases
teiid toostack the deck so thar some
af us—mast certainly wamen-—are
Judged more harshly for our “sins™

white

Court TV fans know exactly why the
jury awarded legal secretary Rena Weeks

£7 million in a sexual harassmont case,

Ol THE 155UIES SPRING 1995

and “crimes,” while some—you know who—get
off scot-free through the hidden loopholes that
the lawmakers, snll mostly pale and male and
rich, provade bor therr own

Its hard to see thas, though, through the medi-
ated versions of justice most of s grow op on.
[n the past, the courts themselves were largely
inaccesable to the puhllc. And movies, TV dra-
s, and heavily edited and sound-bitten news
reports, served only o bolster and glonify the
mych of gender- | and race- and clas<) newtral
justice by making it seem that cach mdividoal
woman's fate merely refllects her essentally
“pood™ ar “bad” namre and, therefone, must be
*qust”™ and “fr" |

Just think about the images of gender justice
we've been rased on. In che courtmoms where
Py v Mlason and Ben Matlock worked their
I'|li|:4{|l."5-. WMOIMEN WiiTe rlm':l:l'r' seen 10 one af a1y}
rales, There wai the sweet young thang, falsely
accused, who came quivering and desperate to
the Grear Man who alone among men could
solve the unsolvable and finger—in the last dra-
matie  moments—the real culprit, sleazy and
shifty-eved, SItting hunched in the hack row of
the courtraom. And there was the hicch-villain- |
35, heartless and brllantly manipulative, whao
fnally crumided muo confissdon under the sceely
quiestionmg of Our Hero,

Llaral rl.'{l:':uﬂ'\:.'. the kovies |||l.r*~|:|'g.' favored the
second version—remember Marlene Dietoich in
Witness for dfve Peosenaion? Dt since feministn has
sent 5o many of s into che legal profession as
F-|.1.'-_\.'r'r':, theyve had vo create a new SEETEDIY e
Glenn Close in _fqum' £|1"gr was the FIE!‘I‘;E'l;I; pro-
totype for future heroines of the courtroom
drama geore. In that clever film she played 3
hagh-powered, successful legal eagle who fell in
bove with her sociopathic wile-murder
amg client and pearly lost her case,
her nind, and ber life because of
haim. The theme of the “Girl
Lawyer Mot Cuite Good
Encugh to Make [t in the Man's
World After 811" has since been
deme o death, with a raft of
classy actresses—minst  recentlhy
Cher, BHarbara Hr'r:h-:':,'. and
Rebecca e Mornay—in  the
lead role. In each case, of course,
there is a proverbual CGood Man
|_w|'u.=n- was he when | was look-
ing tar |-.-l_-.JI |.'In."|FI?:| who peeg wrhat
the love-hlind heroane can't and
saves her. Lately, with the debut

miodel has been transferred, quite
smenthly, to the small screen, with

Melisa Gilbern p]a}ing the smart
5,"'; but vulnerable atorney whoe flls prey
{ to one villan after another. “Well," say
the media, “who told you garks to get into

q




chir meln’s ganae anyway”

And then thers's the news ioduacey,
suppotedly ' acioal” in b eeporuag of
worien and the law. But when you
lInuk closcly, this "cbjective” ioforni-
tiom soure is as flked wich stereotypes
and chechés as dhe enterarynent foen.
Fbost aaf the ecent well-publwized tri-
als irvolvang women andsoc famdy and
gender ssuwes—the Flachel Bimpgtley
I:IJ'I.I]Ij ﬂi\rnrcz CAIE, tl'lE |‘|.I..I.'I.'I:I WUu:rn.m
s=nial kaller case, tha Wilhum Kennedy
Srmath rape traal, the Menender booddi-
e puccicade cae, and the Ay Fisher
aetempted pideder catle—were 50 1aw-
ageely edited, frartied, sound-bimen and
(miisineerprercd by e Aeowark pee-
e and cawir inpal “erperrsT that it
was imposiible o glean the hidden
gender and family asivmptions fhat
waeked, in EVWETY CasE, [ rerder rteal
jus.'u:: ncarhl.r i.'r':l.pﬂmihh-_

Elow do | knowr chis? Becaoss [
watch Court TV, 2 godseod for thow
who want o actually undecsand honsy
the legal system workd, and a fracnd 1o
wotwen and scher mwsnsed abd mis-
tecatod  Aduls -t'-'tr]lwh-'.'rt. M:r LGrae
crucoarter with ehis loww-ronr “rarros-
cast” nepeork wras during che Williom
Eennedy Smich teial, in arhich 4 young
wroman charged rhe Kennedy heir whch
dage 1ape. 1 q1|.'i4;k|.1_|r gave 1p nn the
MNeay Yok Viwer reports, which were
vrusually and owerchr nasty and sexcat.
The bunneslike b=male prosecutar wms
desceihed an sterectypucally 'sheodl”
"rold” and wo wxually “nawe"” aod
i.n:.u]:!:r:il:n:td to wvnderstand wclue-
tosaes Like the plainuff. The plonnd
hezscIf, ehe desngmaeed "Bad Gizl,” wead
ceeated even tmare hatshly Ansong the
rany vins wiich, o the Timer, cos
dowbe @i her ceedibilicy, weere ber
Eriendship with 4 bavrendes, hes occa-
sional amendancs ar lage-nignc clab:
and—aaspl -ber habit of tuying lin-
gerie at VYiororia's ecret, Then 1 tried
MM which was ne berter, Theic
“expert” commentaor, well-kpown
ararney F Lee Bailey was an ald wahhice
nule whose own pmcis; bigses were gy
bad ac the Timer'. War dad the clips
chosen for primetime emphasis on
CIM  the pawing amound of che
alleged vicrim's wnderwear and “size
10, $100 A Tavlor black shift™ was
[ypival—help vrr bleod pressuse or add
ee by legal knowledg:,

Hit Coure TW » differcne Eitse of
all, ehie pavel-to—gmwe] covelage peally is,
Where (CBM choowes aoly the mos

1

sevisaonanal elemenes of a rrial foc full
coverage, noturning (0 regalac pro-
prammnuing when the diier, bur vwaly
meore dupenane and joformdrive ses-

siead rake place. Ot TV just

keeps chugging elong,
through dry and juicy
days, cavefully and
patiently explaining it all
to viewers — agsumed to
have brains as well as

EMOLLONE — ro that Lhiogg:  that
may seem1 boming ace semn, quile afien,
ko make= 21l the difference:.

When Count TV clhiostes 3 case, it
shows everything e lowr alows. And
it offers a :urpu'inngh_,' dawerst TaRkge of
lega]l commentalurd whe 1or anly
eaplan the law bal also, indieectdy and
aslicn explicitly, reweal ies biases. In che
Srtulh case, fbe example, we saw iner-
views with expers on dare tape whe
wibtr e luded fbean ceseifing and por
o hear their oucraged sworics of how
date cape vicrims are orraced by the
CONTE, We lse gor commenary rom
women lipets abpit the @rionale for
mach exclusions and the historic steug-
gles—some won, some Jasr—by f2mi-
misc attormeys oo bighe such bigs,

My ather casss eepricted in highly
biased terms by most media-- the
B achel K.i.ﬂ;:’ll!" "divgrce” rase and
'I‘Jil: .I‘I.II.E\EI.'I "ﬂ."umnm !El.'iﬂl I'I'.il:ll'd::l' edig,
for mxample—were :l.rni]arl:,r presenesd
oo Courl TY an ways wnich revealad
kidden geoder biases. Both women
wene poar, abwded, desperate ang—
when allovwned o speak for themselns,
At :hmugh lyzir Illi:-l.'n!'!,'!.—F.lr 'Frurn
the depgencrate, imibeclic miscreani
the cesy off the country met.

Most fascinanng, perhaps, was the
trial of the Menendee boathers, pag
wedlchy young e whe admittedly
killed theit artnts after, chey alleged,
vears of phoysical, sexval, and mental
abuse By heit powsdul, soccespful
father Loeniced only o seneod bates and
ToTmeNiaries drom the  tradirional
media, ene could easily hawve been
isusled e thinking chat the 24 mem-
bers of the twa hung juries, who
Colé ol agree ta 3 @uiley weedict in
cither case, were exher Eeble-minded
or lernunally manipulatle, so deoio-
pezed were che defondants by the

smwgly prejudiced pres.

But whut the jurers—and Coue TY
waecher—heird and sow wa wecy Jdil-
fierent From what the et of the media
repatied; an intelligenc and ampas
voned appument, by teeo powerful
firmale amorneys, Theif acgumencs —
which dramarically torncd the pro-
::cl:]:lni.p aroutid—were based an the
feninct-inapived “hartered worman"
defense that freed Franone Hughes,
the long-ibused wifs whe ser her hus-
bands bed an fire. OF conrse, Lot of

jupers and vaewers and legal experss

didnt buy ct. This fasiness of domesic
violence as 2 corne, afuer all, & hotly
conpssbed cecoitory, & fosnead amack an
the sanctity and stability of the paceiae-
chal Baimity and 1ts power structore. Bue
a 1ot of people did buy i thioks @
Courg TYW And tho=e who u-r||.1.,-
wratched J"u'.igl'rr!l'm, by aod MHard
Copp, and think we all musk be crazy
or gupid, nnly know ther sede od it

But its net jwst information and
palitical tonters thar Cou TV offen.
Chiite ofieo it presents dramacic and
inspiring dacumenanon of policcl
caiss it which women, gays, Minerins,
and childeen have been horribly wic-
rmized and, in seeking and scrnecimes
Swen Winning jusoce, enpower us all. In
hac given decifed, graphic narrarives of
vazmiet Like Poers Wk, (he legsl sec-
rerary wha sued ber bigshod beds or
Ernial harasanenr and won §T oulbe.
Of tien ke Jodin Duoae, Bred fooon hat
corpotace law' Oren when he contracterd
the HIV vivus, who o sued and wen.
OF wornen bke Hedda Muschaum,
appoiting whole and feisty afeer yean
of physical and emobional mutilabon,
to sue bet vx-"lover” |oel Steinherg.
OF women like Yernell Louder, peor,
black, and wndersdurared. who was
tragically misdiagnosed as HIV-posidve
by het snedical chinic and abo weed and
wiorl. To watch such reials play them-
sclves wut 15 guire ofen fo witdes
heroit role models, in dignifed, deeer-
iied srugples apainst powerful white
waale opponene for the kind of justice
wae are all guaraseed, but few of ni—
fur an endless List of masons and ciises
W]'tli:h nnl':' Cl;'_‘lurtT"u' L1513 Magﬁ 1]
reveab—eeT go.

€ couyse Court TV is nor perfecr.
It iz, afier all, television, commereal
television. Thus, is wiew af realiey,
while far more thameagh and progees-
sive than the rest of the medis, i sall
e diated, grill sluruesd jomatnd ar e S0
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L pheen be A ilie World Pk

sexually harassed by my

professors, employers, boy-

PHYLLIS CHESLER

Rape

in High Places

tke most women, ['ve been

friends, and huwsbands—
aind h".' wLier strangers O
streer corners oo, Like
athers of my generatoa, |
was bred o accepr and
enjoy it above all, to keep
quier abowr i, forger ir,
and e blame nml.l-;.-.f_'lr' it
something abour thess
peculiar  arrangements
pothered me, For years, in
isclaton, 1 did so, antl
movement i the late six

pies allowed me to analyze
my fate in femanst teTms.

I think it crucial for us
o know what each of uws
has r'.1.»;:=d—1|mp|'_.' because
we're women; what's been
done, munm;'l'!r'. to destroy
aur f,:lpan:'iq,' to hn-'pr'. and
L0 FesisE,

Like most women, I've always had to fend off
‘unwanted advances, One pays a price for doing

| s, Aa EVELY WO knows, hell hath no r'ur:.' like

2 man spuened. Tow examples, smong thousands:
In the late 190, after dinner, the head of a

| department at a prestigious medical schood tried

to rape me. | was a gradware studens and we'd
met, at his suggestion (I"'m guiley, 1 confess, [
wenr, | ate), to discuss how he could sssist e in
getlang my research funded. o the decidedly
non-amorous scuftle thas ensued, | broke his ribs,
and altheugh [ helped him to a nearby hospatal
{only women actually do chings like this), this
professor never dad mentor my research,
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Justice dawni—albelt slowly—at
the United Mations. In Decermber 1994
the wordd group settled a 1288 sexual

harassmant sult in favor of staff
mimber Catharine Claxton, who sued The shame, the stench,

Luls Mara Gomez, a high-ranking
U.H. official from Argentina,
for assaulting her in his office.
Gomez reslgned as a result of the charges.

i ch I.‘-:l.1'|':.' L9700, amother pl:l.'lEu:uur arrived ba
rate iy colleges corriculum for a natonal
review board, | admic ic, [ did ic agan, [ aceepred
his srmatanion o a dinner party with Very Famous
White Male Intellectuals and their wives. (My
equally ambitious hetermsexual male COUMDET TS
also accepted dinner invitations, withour having
1o face sexual harsssment st the hands of their
heterosexual mentors), However, 1 had the
andacity not ve be wmpressed by the company
this profesior kept, and to reject his every subse-

e i

quent ancial and sexual advance. He retaliaged. |

He arranged for a seathing resiew of Hamen and I

Madness 1o be published in Partsar Review. He
Eob 3 wormian o writs it—a wonuan who, years
later, apalogized no me about it
These twe profesers did not see me as their
hear, a5 a future member of their team; nop were
they overcome with love for me, They treated
me as they ded because 1 was a woman, 1t was
| mothing personal. Thas is
what makes 1t poignant,
utterly heartbreaking—the
mnsxorsble  lead-weight
impersenalicy of prejudice.
These professors wene
not wnuswal, Back then
[not now, heaven farbad,

wile-pussy,
pussy, whore-pussy. Thi
harasament and lack of

certainly didn't help me
And, over a lifetime, i
MECUnES WP, I R WOES WP
E-r:'.:unl l'lﬂl'.“sl'llﬂl'“' il.'ld
FIpE Was 50 cOMmmon, 5o
pervasive, so accepted, that
it was varually aovisable,

stuck o the victim or 1o
the whistle-blower. The
VICOITNIZET Aever expori-
enced the consequences of
has actiedns, he was never named, and when he
wans, all ranks closed 1o protect hitn and 1o desmoy
his accuser. In the 1950s and 19608, the Great
Pelien [ulld Token Weanen] of the H-.'ad-:mg.- neither
mamed wor stuched sexnal violence; ultimarely,
their contribution would be o characterize the
19708 grassmoots feminist laims as exaggerated
and unscienbfic, as prool of man-hating, wnwertlhy
of further discussiea. Or funding,

Inm 1974, Lin Farley published the first full-
length book on the subject: Sexial Shaledone:
Tive Srcnal Hamassment of Homen on the fob,
Women laonched lawsuits, and ferminist media
published their first stories on the subject. How-
ever, inomy view, despite some noteworthy

Il

not now), most men |
viewed women as pussy: |
girliriend- |

mentaring  didot stop |
me—here | am=—bur ic |




exceptiong, the mes often cuored
(whate’hy Teminises seill had a hard time
acknowledging cheic own powscless.
n=zz, their own complicicy, in tha Face
of male sexual violence, both on and
cdt the job Or in theit pwn hackyands.

In 1979-1%E0. | was hired by the
Liqired Tlaricns o cocmfinars an inter-
nasional ferninise contetence chat 1'd
“pitched” o chem Shortly after |1
. signed my employment coenoact, my
emplayer, U, Davidson Micol, under-
seceotary-general  of  the  United
Bdakicms and the emecotive director of
the 1IN Tnsgicute foc '.I'r:l.n:lnﬁ ancl
Foagparch [UNITAR]), aped me. Yes
(there [ go again], 1'd had dinger a lew
tones with him tow, to dmeuss iy pro-
podal, but that didn't seean 1 wanced oo
Euck biay'hawe an affaivdbe raped.

1 il:uu]ul:l:]]r rolayed e quit- VM-
TAR wad paying rae a grear deal of
toney o Jo something | passionasely
wanied o do; 1 was 4 single morher,
and [ needed the money desperarely,
Tamous” women il hive to work,
fuere deesnt aqual weeakth; this can't be
e2id tan often). 1 wuntsd to shepherd
this first-ol-tts-kind conference=, and
ory idea, inta heing. 1d be damned if
1'd let 3 rapust focce me aff the feld of
|:r=.1:t|i:. intertece  wath my fcomioa
dreamns.

Mo, | dadn®™ "ory rups at leasd, ooy
oul Jowd. [ imeedieely eld sotme
crosted fricnds and ooy UM assistancs
whar Micol had done—and why [ wa:
seayivg ob anyesar My feiesds weee
outaeed, and sompakiozace, Mrither
they mor 1 condd “de” anyrhing abont
it As a diplemar fram Slerra Leons,
and a LI olficial, Micol bad immouni-
or—and 1 had 3 confer=nes o creare.

Afesr Micol raped me, 1 niade sure 1
woe never alane wich him again. OF
rourse, Mical kept harazsing me, hut 1
Prid one of my Emale amisgnts oot af
my pwn pocket to accompany me at
all HEmes. | evided Micols ey
advance. |1z e=talizted, Ptl:}:ed iy
ste=ring committes with every ant-
fetninast, anh—western, anb-white, anb
American, anti-Jewish, ant: Zuonist,
UM fernale employse he could fiod.
and there wers many to chooi= fom. |
endured. ¥y conference endured too.

What was happening to me was nat
wnigus. in che mud-19705, | was hav-
ing dinner with an Ausralian-horo
diplomat when, suddenhy, she began to
weep, She wld me she'd besn paped by
al Iramian diplomar in Tehecan. She

L2

had been hired by the Shah's sisier
[rancess Asheal, a1 cne of her chael
adviior on a Women' [nsaaiee; had
no money, [ couldn't ger them 1o gave
me 2 salary check, [ was deroadly starv-
ing- And chen, this, | was 1o ashamerd!™
At the fime this woman was the high-
EsC Tnnk_'ing intecpational Mescunise civil
servant, af |¢:a.1: whom [ Enew
J|1-E:|l'"'|l'¢ mper! our ]'hrei.tp'l oo,
[ said, “snd we have no arony o
avenge yrul”

ab was wmigue, al Ledsl 1o

MEe, W&E% the way in wlhiich

ran Eeminist comBnde

behaved when [ tned w0 conbronc ooy

cagtist. [n July 19360, L Oeslo, Poareay,

blicol, whes was imimsicared mioet af the

tme, bega sexcally haracing women

ar rhe r.u:lfcrl:l:lr.-t. u::.'&tll- e luded,

“Phyllis, cote Be with me Yo e

made mic wrait long empogh, Yo e gos

vour conference. 1 peed wou, 1 owans
you [ will hawve wog”

I called 2 midoight mezedop, revedlod
thar Wice] hed just sexaally hicassed
three women ac che conference, and
e, and that he'd s=xoglly baraseed me
betnes, in New Yok, where he'd raped

mee o '[ E‘l"‘iEI]_ "I'HF" ax
sgoon as [ could, when I

thought I'd be heard and
get some kind of juatice.

* I was wrong not
Maybe ng

to quit right away," [ 2dmic.
ted “This conterenee bas ooy blood a1l
oveT 5, IPia beadhy oo condbont Rim. A
you?! A oprivae confroncation s the
ondy justice [0 ewer g Micol bus
diplamaric imaeiey. [ den't thiok [
get amywhers mying e uc him
through the UM, or through che CLAY
office in Mew York. or i1 his hacos
country, where he ells me he 2 srae
of bus tribe” Ar loast ten woicn were
Lsteoang intxncly,

Ooe Micol-harassod fendnis sid she
cosaldnt aiford e jeopitdize Lioer von-
necaon ta the UM “Anyway, thats
how men are, [ guess 1 el fapeced
that men will find 03¢ alloe Gve, cven at
oy age,”" Anether al Micol's wackims
was terrified, b willing ra confronc
him. "“This has besuglt back memocies
nE my rape when 1 wad four years old |
dont knew' il | liave the sh':q'@'h ™ do
chis. I°IL ury thooga,” she boavely said.

“1'm Teady, lm gﬁ." saad rhe third and
voungest wonian Wicol had harassed,

A Portuguese diplomat wat ae the
meeting, founting ber m=mry beads
rther frantically. ~'1 abways knew iome-
thaog Jike this couid lappen”

“The manT disguating” said a
woman o Sonth Afeica. "Lery g
talk o ham”

“Cikay,” said 3 woman from Zamibaa,
“Eaut ut's 3o upecing”

Twn of the whire radical (and les
bian] feminists whom 1'd inviced taok
the following approach; Wich passion,
ard i tears, Al boggsd medus nob Lo
coniranc BMicol. "IF {white] feminiss
were tn accua= a Black man of rape, ic
woyld pxposs our SLOVETCDE 35 3 FACISE
movem=ot!' Whae [emindss  wers
racists: A% concern wask, pethapa, with

pub]i.r. EXPOSUTE, The black Adcican :
women ware ready to confront Bicol.
(Nicol, by che way. Rocked my every -

move 1o subsidize andfor imite mon:
than one Afcen-American waman b
Clslg; he wanted wwhit= 1'.|||:rr|.d::, he |_:|=.i|l
Bzxr chem, and he poc them)

K., the secnnd white faminiat, and an
intermaognally well-knoam  feminist
toa. was  egually  persuasive; she
smoothly managed oo delay our con-
froncing Micol, “Lers handde chis back
in Mew York, lers not desroy chis con-

ference, the eape heppened oo Ameri- .
can il maybe Phyllis can pursue it |

heaer there,”

Hark in Mew York. o oy amaze-
ment, B. znded up collsborating with
Bical. B wrore the foroward e the
conference procecdings in cy place.
anS the UM published it a5 2 book i
1981, without a single line from e,
Yes, | had been asked o wrate the fome-
ward; | said T would Micol woeste, and
called, several rimes. to say that the
book wap “once more a little dalayed,
ne hurey with thae fureword of yours."
My Feminist “sistct,” B.. alsg went on
tr pelicit many of the women 1'd
founc, and irviced e Chlg, 35 comrribu-
s to her owh international femindic
171 amchalomy

When [ it saw B donewoed, T vaid
I'd sue bath P, Micol, snd die UM
lrooically, B. lad been sucd io the early
19705 by anoehesr femindr, legrdly for
PIngiatisur; oo lage, Bl had aded my &)
10 ittercede on het behalf. This time,
in pain, in rage, 1 was confronting my
formedy beloved comeade, T did noc
Loderiand why she'd done this and 1
wanted 0, | prO- fomidued o acar £
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EYEWITNESS

REFORT

'-.:'J'I e '.ruq.-lt .'IE.l er
Ariztide’s return
Lo Hai,
O THE ISsUES
| send imu'nnliyi
LaL:l':l. |'1|..'J.|'|1]|:'r.~: T
Fort-au-Prince o
hear Haitian
women testily
against military
t":l.]l;!i‘l!i. ]:It'T ﬁppcial
report is moving,
inspiring,
and, surprisingly.

Full of joy.

THE WOMAN IN THE TIGHT, red kerchict opens her eyes wide
ind spreads her palms across the kneecaps of the women sicting by her
side. “Since the Thursday betore the arrival, [ didn't sleep” she says. In
the davs after the restoration of ousted presdent Jean Bertrand Arisode,
Hatians talk of “the arrival™ ke the Second Coming: no need to clanfy
who has arrved. I didn't expect to eat better or be healthier suddenly,
bur he'd be back.” the kerchoefed woman explamns, "Ics ke my dead
brother, or mv dead father or a whole dead generation returning™
.'“|1I|‘-I.|||'1 wiaman describes the arraval of PI':."-II.'I.'II'. Aristide as a I'-|?r|11||;-_.
“As | warched TV and waiced. | put a belt around my stomach to stop my
insides conune out, 1t el ke labor”

[he women are AR b with LS. sisicors 1 oa |'|I'I5;|:r :..|i-.l'.'. taled
roam in northern Port-au-Prince. Brought together by one of Ha's

larprest women's groups, Sohdarite Famm Avisven (5OFA], they are alking




about the future (or
wormen in wake of
the

el areival.  Their

visitors, myself in-
ngl cluded.  are  here
y with MADRE, a
1 B li:l,l'lllll-sl.rmnl_r. LI.5.
J{l WO § l:l'ﬂ-l:ll'l

thar  hazs  heen

sending  ad  to
SOFEA for the
past 12 months.
PMADRES  mus-
sten 15 b0 gather information for ther
! i canfinued collaboration. Together for the first ame
B since the end of malitaey rale, they talk about human
righrts, the LS. intervention, poverty, politcs, and raps,

The Hartians are old and young, from bitecn years
of age to over uxty; political activiste and friends of
activasts, market tesders, domesnic workers, pessants,
professionals, davghiers, wives; chey are bty of the
gun Aarn d hundieds of women who were Taped by anti-Aristide

terrorists in the last months of their country’s most
o recenl |'||i|i|;.=||-'!I rpgimq} It wouldn 't be unreasonahle o
measure the success of the LS. intervention by the
uD. . . I'_;II ] Extent which these women's abusers are l'l-:r-::-ughr o

* Ju-.Li.-_-n,-_ Eiuir nghr o, the woman in the kerchief and
her friends are celebranng,

A voung market srader in 3 blue-check  dress
describes taunting an anti-Anstide chug who lives in
her neighborhood on the day of the president’s return.
She dug out of hiding all the phnrngrnphr: of Aristide
never found by the Macoutes [a genenic term for the

loguwing agents of the dictavors]. T was surprised 1 was sl
LedViilli abive” she sand. “Bur new [ oeld him: You can kil me
1— -+ - ¥

el 2 1 i

T + L] .r &

Murals like the one above appeared on the walls in Port-au-Prince,
In triumphant rebuttal of a coup official’s comment

that Aristide could no more return to Haiti than a laid egg

could ke put back inside a chicken.

bt you cant scare e because ooy husband s coming.™

The impossikble has h;l.pprned in Haiti: President
Aticride haz come home. Snd liks che Hmy, wrinkled
phosos of the ousted president that people here have
somehow perilonsly preserved. the dream of justice
that successive mialitary regines have tried 1o eradicate
15 back and, mir.:.-:'.l:ll-::-u':|',.-, alive,

“dor farss gnnl 15 fo hnng the men wheo attacked us
ta trial” =id one of the raped women “The next iz
to make sure 1t never h.:'|'r|'.-rn'=. agaim,

SOFA was founded eight years ago. Ar cheir last
public meetang, they estaimate that 3,000 women from
all over Hata were represented. Since the coup, they've
had to work more dscreetly, bur they've worked
SOFA members in Port-au-Prince help marker ven-
dors establish credi collectives, In the councryside, the
groap tries to offer health care and literacy and polin-
cal education sessions i the privacy of people’ houses,
aut of ‘iigll'li. For MADRE, the stories of women
working in fepressave arcumstances are farmiliar. For
cleven vears, MADRE has been sharing skills and
cxperiae, 15 wWell = ad, wath women in Nicaragua and
El Sabeador and throwghout Cenimal America, the bld-
dle East, the former Yugoslavia, and the Caribbean,

MADREYS YVivian Stmnll;ung mever believed the
LIS pvedias fiessage that ]mpuL;._r UTH_;_ni;;nu_-m;. eape-
chally the women's organizations, in Haiii had been
destroyed, ~We've found sister srmnizations in EVery
country that we've been in, and Haiti is no excep-
tion,” she says. “Part of owr work is to correce the
message that theres nothing that LLS, people can de”

Arnong the gifts the MADRE women brought
wire 2000 long-embargoed latex condoms. To every-
one’s relaed amusement, several of the SOFA women
and Vicki Alexander, MLI {the health directar of New
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Yorks Communiry Faonnly Planping Ceuncil and 2
BIATDEF board nember), dernonsorated how o roll 2 con-
dom onta a phallic planmin. Then Mlexander ooed soberby,
"The dearh :quads ake d.ltad]y';.ﬁ.]l,‘.lﬁ ii_iu‘il: a5 d:a,d_'l}-," The
women from MADRE offensd mmedical cxaninaticos, taught
group masape and thared mcmzapes of ¢l oungrivent fon
woinen't gronpe in Mrangua, Guaremala, and Falvstine.

"":.'-":I'-'i.l:ll..lil‘,." the ptlect thing would be for there e be
peare 0 Haitd wichour 2 forepn aemy o it soil” says
Stromberg, wio was Lisc in Haiti in April 1994, “Egually
ochbvious, theres miorc pracr 10 Hairi new raan theie was
befors. The question 1, what happens newed™

¥es, there is Tore peace. The Jast csme | oweas dn Had s
in early 1993 Then. the semeers wens hushed and aoppueslly
erupty. From my bed, [ could hear shogting Terige in 3
week the mocning reveded dead besdios in the hotel drive.

(o this map, chings ake diffectat. Just one week to dhe day
ahter Aristide fleas ineo PorT-au-Prinse, the strects of the capi-
tal are teenung with pecene serarmecs. Beoeath almosl wwecy
tose, skinoy strest vendors hawk froic, fsh, shoe lewther, at
sugar cane. Fxiles from the oivy aie gradoally reappeating,
and afeer durk, where recendy there were only ewishots and
their resalts, new there gre young, people Jasghing abd benr-
over women walking slowry hand in hand,

Theres z sznse nf che exrracrdingty haring happened, a
sort of suspension nf dishelief. 13uc a5 che daps pass, reality
e emeTges. Ina refeonce to g ceap afficials comment thar
the ouited Fr::idl:nt could oo mote Tecurmn ko Flait chana
La1d ERE coun.d be puc back inside a ch:cken, che city walls
have paintings of lacge eges being inserted into chickens;
somebmes the hand downg the woserting 15 covered wiath sl
and stripes. HY% oot an amape many women wolld have
come op with, but ity 2 stareosenr abewse the cestogacion.
E\‘EI‘!,'IJI.‘I.I.' knwen the Cjor i uTH ek vt the chicker, b
peaple ure clear there’ bean o micacle.

In kit ficet public addose, delivesed frem behind a three-
inch—=lick buller-proof shicld an the steps of the presidental
palace, Atistide called che women of Haid “real women,”
aud “queens” "Given all e oribulations of bife" said Aris
tide, “the women of Hait ate slwiys there” The crowd—
thase croshed agaanar che palace mates o hear, and those
watching un TVs dragged into dusty reighbnrhend sreen—
sent up & cheer. One of those chesring wis 3 powerful,
dark. skainncd watnan in a brilliant blwe shiny dres whe
sttended our ooceting. [ her snchusizsm. she says, ahe
p:irkm:l up a n:'ighl:lur and vaitled ber in che air “When |
heard Arstide talk about the Haitian womes, 1 el hoge
ioeide. [ said to myself, wer, we gk che Hairian women. We
are beauaful and we are strong”

The woman in bloe, we'll call her Geraldine, also cnows
about mibalation. F.:lr]':,r in the 1o n'mg ol Iebrary . L 0,
when she was sleeping wich her husband, seven mezn
knocked ob the door, Jwo af the ruidéers appearsd to be
cvailiuns, bue three wrete dressed in army uniform, and bwo
more wore Lhe Blue oudis of the Hanan police. T front of
her hushand and oot of her kids, the soldies aped her and
ther raped her dunghters. “They pat guns ta their ears and
farced chem oo lie down...."” Among the weapons the men
were catrying, she mmembers an Liraeli U, several LS.
AXAT riflts and some 15% "My rongue was filing up any
maicth. [ was spicobg bloed, mote.”

Ceraldine 15 oot maaoe nosw. She talks abour her 3 | —year-
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o I'I:ih'i.‘, d gliedr. who dcrucnbled wat 2 window when che
gang areived, The young womun’s body turned up three
weeks Irer i a cotitnion duriping wroood. Geraldines hus-
hand has been disabled cwer since that sighe. The beating e
received cansed permanent damages o Ais Ridneys. Bur
Cieradding is walking about the need far justice. 5o = the
woman in the red kerchicf, and die woontan e the Boe-
check dress. Aleng wich the other wemea of SOFA, the
women Lo the mpe group ate clzac thar indbvidual empower-
st oesds i be followsd by <orial change.

"W feel better, but we'rs oot actually becer off one
woonam s, “Aristide ix 2 leader and an impinﬁnn:' SAYF
ainother, "Pot I cannot be sverywheee. We ne=d ta be ouor
cowm Ariseiden”

Achieving Justice

n of che pricrides for the woaen it the cacan
is bringing cheir abuzers o cial. Avsotier s
changng 1laicien lgw. Ar present, explained
Ewelyn, 2 third-year law school studenc and
one of SOFASY coordinaboacs, “'We hawe o
»yaceure b prlce bor mpe" By cormeoc Yaw, the
p-'l.l.r!iihl'lktl:'ll far npc i cumplm.uﬁm: Cf=ndecs are
vsnally requiced to pay a fine. An liernative is an offar of
macriage to cheir wiconis “Boape iz el ireared % a0 honac
crime,” wid Evebm,

In che wake of rerent Ristory. ic wis hoped thas Hiidan
odfend=rs could be tried under an ingerpariona code, & Tew
PEACS LD the world’s sttenbon was drawn b Hosnia, wrhees
hocrific tales of spsternatic mpe inspired some woemen
fnciuding PMADIAE] 1o call for war comes mbunals, At that
tinne. the commsander of the Boinian Sechs, Badinan Bared
pic, was charged with inrernational ofenses docludicg s
tape becausa, o owas ateded, che crintes were ¢oancoaped
under his aghoriry and wich his impliciv consent, More
recently, Karran sa-called cominrt samen aon compemsa-
cvion from the Japanese governmene, whom they changed
with mespoasibihity for the masx ape and forced pmafitution
ol Knrean wmomen dJ.l:lnE"ﬁ'-'nrld."ut-":: 11.

Mancy Kelly, part of the MADRE delegation, = 3 Lowyer
with the Immigmbwen and Toefugme program at Harard Law
Schowl, "I we can gL o neroaticnal body 1o eccogmize
capr as an act ol Lortore, hat conld change things for
woatien all aver the world™ So By, chers s Been no acrion
tn the Dovcvan vass. I e case of Haiv, 4 ey dhiviacive bas
been luunched

In Moy 1994 MADRME held 2 high-level press conferensce
wn Waakinglon, DC. or drow atceniion o che campaign of
vialence being waged agains Hairan women, Susan Taylor
of Brtred nugaeite, Bianca JTagger, Marie 5¢ Cwr, the direc-
tor of Mew Yock's Iria House, Minaj Raoul of che Brockhan-
based Haztian Waakiwo for Haitian Befugess, and ochers
spoke out foccefudly abour the needs oF Hairian women,

O Seatcmber 26, a foroal “Connmy Sonditions Com-
plunt” aboul Haitn was presenced o the Incec-Ametican
Coomisuon of Hwhnan Tighes of the Organization of Ansce-
ican Gkates I'._f}.l'l.ﬂ:l 'I:r!,' WMADEE, the literoaticnnal Wormeas
Humian Raghts Law Chinie al the Ciy Usivecsity of MNew
Yark 1w Schocl, the Hatian Worens Advoacy baetwork,
the Center for Censhtutiona] Faghts, and the [mmagration
and Refugee Program at |iansrd Law Schonl, among athers.

“What we found. compiling the mwearch of very many
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groups.” said Nancy Belly, “i5 a consistent partern of
abuse by members of the Hutan military, che police
and armed auxiliaries” Women of all sorms were ar-
geted “becavse they were pohbically wvolved them-
eelves, or because members of their fanaly were, or
because they were working with women, sustaining
civilian life. Onhers were amacked simply because they
WETE WOTICT.

Bewween February and July of 1994, UN-OAS
hurman rights monitors reported 77 cases of rape, 55 of
which iovalved female activias or close relatoves of
male activists, Some womens orgamizations m Haio
reported counting as many a5 18 rapes noa single day.
The OAS complaing contains the testumony of over
100 ywaren, some of whom were forced o witness
the rape or murder of their children before being
raped themselves. In one case, a fifteen-year-old boy
was torced o rape s mother.

A favorable decsion at the OAS regarding rape n
the case of Hat could have tremendous repercussions
i the legal warld. Unfortunately for the women of

r HﬂL‘h.. 1t seeTE |.1n|:|kt'|'g.' the CAS wall consider the case

anyHmE S,

Bue there are, 38 we go [0 press, approximanely
200006 ULS. proops in Hain. [ wasn't ronally uneealisnc
for some women o expect thar the armed forces
would be wed o apprehend abusers, Atter all, Presi-
dent Clinton did emphasize rape when he addressed
the paldic in a relevised speech intended to comance
Ameticans of the need for LS maliary action, after
manths in which his admimistration downplayed

= I'|.1.I.1'.|1.I.TI I'I.E}I.'I! I\.'Pl:lm.

“Hain's diceavors, led |:|'|.' General Raoul Cédras,

7 control the most vialent regome 0 our hemsphere,”

declared the president. “laternational observers das
covered a terrfyig patern of soldiers and policensen

raping the wives and daughiers of suspected polincal
dussidens.”

The “New™ Old Police

ut a month after LS. roops descended
on Haiti, the women of S0OFA see no
evidence that the young Gils are intent gn
I;lnngmg murder=rs and rapists o trial.
When the roops frst arnved, “the ped-
ple were very brave and the Macoutes
were running scared,” expluned Anne
Mlare Coralon, one of YOFAS dircctors.
“Gradually though, there's been a change.
E'e'upll.' are hl_‘g;il'lmrlg to realize that the
Maceutes sall kave arims and they're not abaout
i be dishanded.”

“The people wirn criminals over o the WS troops,
and then we see them back on the sreens i tdiree days
or less)” snd another woman, “We waere wold the LS
rracps were here 1o disarm the criminals, bue thars mot
what's gowag on”

Spokespeaple for the LLS armed forces ackmowl-
cdge holding enly beraeen 30 and 40 men in degen-
von during the period immedinely following the
Arestide restoration, “ls not our responsbility to
_'|I.Id._1‘{\t' wha's g_u.i]t'\:.'." il YOung Gl froam Califorma

cxplaned. *We're just here o keep the peace, Lot o
get involved. Unless we see someons committing a
crime m front of us, or doing something to threaten
LIS securiey, we've been rold to leave thern alone.”

When women from MADRE and 5OFA were
lunching in a restaurant in Petionville, the wealthy dis-
rict of Port-du=-Prince, we witnessed a coowd grow-
ing in front of a nearby police station. An American
military police lisutenant, stting patiently in the cab
of & dwsty armored transport vehicle, explained that
his wnit was choosing policernen who were coamsidered
eligible for retraining. Under the LS. plan, the cur-
rent Haitian army, which includes the police, is v he
replaced by an armed force of abour 1,500 and a
police corps of 7006 o 10,000, But many men will
bie the samme. A new academy has been established for
rerruiming the “old™ police, "profesaonalizing” them
throwgh the U5, Tnternational Crimanal Investigaions
Training Assistance Program {3 project funded by the
FIBIY. The "nmew™ p;;:'li-:_':,' will then be returned to their
old neighborhoeods,

How anaiy of the Perionwille pobee had been
selected for recraining? “Them all,” according o the
liewtenant. “It will be easy enough o re-integrate the
rest,” he said, “1've seen them walking in their neigh-
borhoods, smiling and shaking hands with people. |
don’t think therell be any trouble”

The SOFA women were not a5 surprised h_'_.' this a=
their friends from MADRE, On the day of Aristide’s
return, & young boy spomed the thug who had forced
ham to rape his mother and, with the help of & crowd,
turned the accused man over to LLE, troops, SOFAS
Anne Marie Coriolon remembered, There is no guar-
antee that man will be held. “If he%s released, then
what?™" aske Coriolon, “Thar liede boy’s Life is in dan-
ger” 5o far, none of the women in the rape suppore
group coordinased by 30OFA has dared come forward
a3 ||:'|=|.1|:|F:,' their assailangs o the LS, LIS,

Another option is te hold the leaders of the angi-
Arnnde regime accountable for the actiang of their
men. According to the women who met with
MADRE, most of the assailants came masked, but the
thugs wsually woere recognizable uniforms, or they
announced they were with the Front for Haian
Progress and Advancement (FRRAPH), a right-wing
paramilicary group. " They wanted ws o know who
they were” one woman explained. “That was part of
the poinc”

Bur che likelihood of any of the paramilitary leaders
beang brought to trial 1n connection with the rapes is
shim, O Oheraber 5. the UL%, forces l.lr!.':u:niztd. a press
conference for FRAPH' leader, Emmanual Constant.
“They gave him the sound system, brought him in a
LS, wehicle, protected him while he spoke and drove
by gway ac the end,” said Coriolon, A reporter from
Haiwi Info, a Port-au-Prince—based newsleter, asked
LLS, d'lmﬂ.&'g.' Lpukt'snnn Hr.;m]::}' Suhl'.j_g!'r b hee {and
Clinton} could eall FRAPH “terrorise” and “ani-
I.:|E|-'|'|I:II:!'J.I'.|L'.‘ e 111'!-' and ST thierr I|l_'.||_'|c1' the stext?
“Lafes bizarru.-.thlngs {hﬂ_ugg _:||] the un,g‘“ el
Schrager, explaining thar the WS, now consders
FRAPH a legitimate political party. The October 24
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Amaong those who spoke out: 8 15.year.old
girl (right), accompanied by her mother.
Lawyer Mancy Helly (above, with

ponytail], recorded testimony for the
MADRE delegation,

Biisiness As Usual?

5 s started I

Haiti means a returen for
o che suk

anad “stalnlity
" “The intent of IRHT al « i MADERE workers  were rreeted
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2UES ) Feminists

Need to leerate

Chver the wears, O THE 155UES has been com

mutred o ﬂu:pan-:jirtg the vision and defimtian
af |_'m::_grﬁ;im= pn:.hl:u::. ."'.l:l::ng on her concern
for the exploitation and suffering of animals and
her intersst in explonng the role of compasion
in progresive politics, publisher Merle Hodffinan
interviewed Carol | Adams about the relation-
.-:|'.||.|_:h beteeen animal r'ig_hl‘i and Ferminism. In
this ioterview, they discuss the seasons why
people—feminists, in particular=—shoold care
about haw we preat animals, Hoffman and
Adams are both on the advisory board of Femi-
nises for Animal Pights, Carol Adams is the
siithog of The Sexwal Politics ﬂf;'l-il'nﬂ:.-'i Femrairs-
Fegetarian Critical Theory {which won the firs
Centinouwm Woemen's Studies Award in 1959)
and Meither Mam mor Brasi: Peminism and e
Diefense of Animals, She has abso co-edited, with [osephine
I donovan, twao boaks: on femunism and ancmal :'i.|.|;|'.||:s that
will be released lager this year. In the 19708, Adams started a
hotline for battered women. She b zince served on nation

al commaissions on domestc violence and has been invelved
in combatting rackam in housing pracrices.

MERLE HOFFMAN: Carol, do ] theirke diripal .rlg'.'ln'.'c
deftvism Has o naturn hores ( proprecsive politice?

CAROL ADAMS: Mot a namral home, bur a logical one.
When vou lock back at the nineteenth century, there
wene instances of unification among suffragists, workers,
and anuiwiviseotionists in protests against vivisecmon. But
liberal pealitics is not generous about arimal righes because
liberal philesophy is premised on a separation of hurmans
fromn animals, Progressive politics is abont changing con-
sciousness, changing the structurss of oppression. Because
there's a basic sense that animals don's have consciousness,
structures of oppression are not seen as something animals
can experience, I'm not sure animal rights per se—the
strictly philosophical concept of animal rights—has a
home in progressive politics. But animal advocacy does,
Llal we pecognize how people who have no power—
whether its women or people of color or the working
class—are postoned as being closer to ammals, the
hwmansammal barmer will retarm 18 power and influence,

Earul ﬂdms sees
feminism as a visionary
philosophy that
includes stewardship of
the earth.

MEH: Historlcally, womien
hare besa tn the leadersiip
af e drranal ights sicse-
ment, Bidl_feminias haven’t,
HWhy do you thimk femid-
mickr have mof embrased the
sl n;gllrh izcwe il the
same political and phils-
sophical Jervor g5 they howe
antiraciem ard arilassim?

CAa Several reasons. Owver
the vears, many feminists
have pen:e'ivzd. that the
equation  of women
with animals was a way
to dehumanize Wormen.
Their response was o

sy, W are a part of the human ':Fl:-tirs tog, We are :ad,q:-ml:,

thinking h-r:inga Just like men” Abo, in termis of the kind of

anbraciit progressive ferninism we all aspire o, there is 3

worry that we lessen human vicoims if we argue for animals

While we have the notion that the personal is political, what

WE EIL OF Wear 15 seen as private, The CESpOss is, “T want my

eaking of anmmals to be a private deciskon.’

MHy B Eating is an :'.'-.'Jn'f:lu'JH:-m'II'.:.' acfiai,

T Baght, but there’s a drive o keep it privatized. Though
it completely anomalows within feminist theory, many
sy, “this 13 a part of my life 1 don't want wo seretdnize"

MH: !-':rﬁa_r:-.r rl'la].- dow't want o be enfiphiened becawse thai
wonld recessitate o :’I!Pﬂf-:gl" iH Befdeior Fromamisis al'ﬂw_;.'f rail
agains! being treated ke piecer of mear and yer they ray this as
ey eat 1 hamburper or stoak,

CAs ‘We all have to come (o an awareness on our eam. But
because of the cultural pressure of mear-eating, as well as
the denial that mest actually comes from animals, there’s
a Imguistic dance done areund butchered Besh. We doa't
say a lamby leg, we wy leg of lamb. We take away the
possessive relationship between a lanb and his or her leg.
Animals are not mas terms. Water 15 2 mass term, You
can add or take away warer, but you can’t change what
water 1. We falsely perpetuate the idea thar meart is &
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Fhetognphad for O Thv Dosay by B Saner Hilkuen

roass Beran, that it never adds up o a living animal

MH: You'se written that you tévime 4 pegetarian o 1974, 1

frecame one ir TRRE after meadimg Hirs Ravcdes Slangheer of
the Innocents. That was a very posverfil spiplhany for me
After thae, I eouldn T comtime to eal meal bevawse T Enew whi
T oes eding, Do pou tharek ol Fwaidets showld sive fe beronre
pepEnans?

CA: Yes, bur 1.'l'.=|'|5|:i|'|l.|-:|1r-':':-'r=:|'::|n§; 15 3 wery pu:ir'||'|J-| rhmg

When anyone raises these issues, we hear a Jot of defenses
that are very similar 1o defenses of sexasm frem the carly
1970, If you were a “bra-burner” then, now people
think, “¥ou're ane of those animal rights people making
me worry about how 1 wreat animaks.” But the basic
insight of the femimist anmmal advocare is that ammak are
not ours o exploit, animals are beings that exist m com

mumity with us, Our goals are to not have chem on our

backs or om our plates,
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A cherished
relationship.
Carol Adams
with her
companion,

H'L'Il |:,.r.

ME: B you're dealing uiih
a pravadigrm strmciare that t reli-
i, phitosombhial, and politi-
cal, Let’s Ttk i claisrsal pha-
Iogopiep. T @ sevse, dr% been the
Enen) af hotl andmeal riphr
comgcionsiess  and _,I'r-m.-m';.m
Particularly ihe phifesaploy of
Drescartes, the idea of 4
sl ey dualizm. Zo how
div yor greare @ rewr plailosoph-
J-l'ﬂ..fn'i'-ull‘u'-cvﬂ'.’

CA: Feminist philesophy
woibd say weve got a big
51'rnh|-:'m with Western cul-
ture because it cmphas.i]'ﬂ
rattonality  and  has  dis-
owned the body philosoph-
wally. Since the body has
ol been valued, and sance
women and people of color and animals have been
equated with the body, they have been seen as “less than™
S0 the guestion is. how do we reverse that? Do owe say
that rationalicy & important and we aee rational beng
and then join the other side and disoan the body too?
O doowe say our bodies are & source of knowledge? Can
we then sy animals are only bodies, they are never rano-
nal. 50 we're only going o exnend the insights of feminisg
philosaphy abour the body so far?

MH: How do you per peopde wlin “Toer™ ariimals, iho somietimes

feeal Wepir pers @ G berter tean ather Duman hedigs, e expand
el weonieclar Jove re o weone expansiee plsion?

CA: Generally, people are loving to specific animal with

wlion 1]Il\'.'!¢' b lp..""l.i.rl.i. r-:|ulil.r1|:~l|:||.1~\.. Its a wvery privamzed
notion of lowe, o we have to start by h.J'..'ll:.g tham
acknowledine that the relanonship they chersh need noc be
brmeed qust to the car or dog they are fond of We have w

1



understand how it can be a moded for other kinds of rela-
rionmahips, Teoow bowe mnust waork an parciership wath justice

ML So b as a podiizal an o s soose.

CA: Tha's right. Love bwolves an ethical stance, a5 my
friend Marse Foriune 555 1 her I-l.'lrL||-'.l.lr|'|i|'|:_: baok
[Poes love canse harm? Does bove benefic freon harm oo

athers?

MH: B the realitg wee Dive o s beea redfieced derogels e
apes by eraditional efigion, wloe s are soen g e “sen-
ards ™ af the cawtl. So yon dant anly lary 4
olleciive, asspmptive realingy— poi Travee anre
thirt T ehe dowr By Do Tl

CAr Well, we abways koo thar the minuts
God 1 brought oo something s
becanse somebody 15 ying o express
sotne power over something else, One of £ 2
the problems with Christianine is thar i
has o kind of malefemabs, humans anomal
hierarchy, Gesd and the heavens are abowve
ns, humans are above animals, man =
abowve woman, and God 15 seen = a
humian malke.

MH: So shenld auowal riglers actiensts be
adfrerats

CA: Maybe pamtheists. There's o wendency
m fernst 1]:||.'-u-|ug|-' Lo b pipore wiama-
aent. To see God a5 revealid through us
rather than transcending us

collection
of

MH: Ir pour bk Meither Man nor Beasr, 1an
P erode thar the amdinacisi |II.|:'||-|'.II1|" 'fll.""”.'
iy B5 waot severinverehad bad i filled widle sev- ﬂmlﬁbﬂﬂkﬁm
siment. Canild yowe explwin hon?

CA: For white people, there's a Lot of guile
around the ssue of racsm. ldentafcaton
with disempowered people s often deseribed or experi-
enced ax sentrmental. We see this notton at work when
this “woicel=s" are spoken for in the anb-abortien move-
ment. I'm saying that an antracst defense of animals
begnns wath the recogrmnon that we must act in solidanoy
with the oppressed. We cannor juse speak “for'" them,
Wie're not saving or protecting or bestowing something
on amrmals, but recognizing who has privilege and power
over therm and challemgang thar,

MU Perer Siwgper aned Tonr Begaie are the sigecaicid  ainaie heo-
riss They fave posradreed o theory of admal “righee™ awd ari
mead “Hibevariour. " Ave thewe pliloseplical proddesms with these
thoowies?

CA: 1 don’ think we can speak abour animal “liberation.”
Liberation moveniens ape all movements that arse from
within represied groups, [ also don like o vse the word
“righes™ when we're alking about animal advocacy
Fligles language s a legacy of the Enbghtenment—ihe
VETY E1:I|:IE|.'I1L'I1:IIICI:II: that created a |.'-n1'|1-]|.'||:|.|.|:|-.' philum-
phy of ratienal being.

MH: Bat it i aleo the baguape of aharifon rights, wsoen s righis,
il wigiers, And wien pon speak aiond righes, yon daee the

20

COMTEF-15 50 |!|" r.,-j_l::wrrl'.'m'l'ir:.r, 5o then p:'nj.ll'r' al)! e citm P
Falk .;_1II".-:||r.i|r|.-:|J riphits hevaness rhar .ilrr||l|'$:1 re*sp-.'l.uj'.i]'ll'.'l'r;.-.

CAs Feminizm rnluple:u]'r' Ehiﬂ#‘: the d.'i.1|ng|.|-='. | am nat
looking to fake basic ammal righes philosophy and it
woren in. | am trving to take fenanism, which 1 think
inherently extends to animals, and stare in a different
Fﬂ;n:-.*. I lonk and Sy muany of the basic imig'hh of femi-
nism—about how patriarchy works—shed hght on how
we see amimals. Patrarchy 5 2 gender system that 5s
imphicst in humananamal relabonships,

MH: 1B b Ilud'l'mr.llunllg.' teers intianidited fl;r e s polei-
rﬁ.-:ll'J'ilr SRECT, (T actal |||.:-3¢'r.7:|:||': T henetiomed as a fne-
AT __I';Ilr-:lr I EREN S ].\'Jnll'rm' aciimam. e is U TESPOIEES
Fe frinics o ray 1.|.|m'._.';1r BARIER, E:frum.ilr_g a w_g.:'r.:rl'.llr [ER
r.,-'l'.l.-n'n']':.- [ingerizhe LT fo _|':In.l.'|.':r.l.:

CA: [ donT think anything i a lowersk way to protest for
women. | think that there are very few places in the
world whers women are safe. And any act of self-actual-
izarkon can be very threarening to others in her Lite. Vege-
Lariafiesm 18 mhol a ‘E-il'l1]:'||-t decision, | have lad Imany
women over the past teeaty years g2l me, ™1 would be a
vegetaran if it wasnt for my husband.” By believing chey
st feed their husbands meat, they perpetuate the whale
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reava] pohties of mear that s men need meat to be
Arang, They alio fear that men’s neaction o the abaersce of
theat & greater than theic ubality to actualize Uacic desire o
b vegetacians.

BAH: Mebar ir it abour the curstretive of i thar seems to
neqwire dre ouprecsion of auamdh?

CAs Bring a man is tied in w identites—wha “real men”
da und dont do. “Real men” dent ear quiche, “real
men” humt. e dnteresting low many hrmophobic
itsuloy an: thiown by haoeers fovwacds anohuntng acrivise
males. Lo atot only an issur of privilegs bur an igue of
symbalinn. Manhood is consmuceed in our cultuee in
pate by acees o meat-eacing and cootnd of other bodies,
whether 1'% women or animals "Man" which u:u:]]'p [}
ouf Euro-Aaetican calbure is read 55 “white man” can
cxisl 11 2 cancept and as 3 wxual idenney anly Qiuugh
negarkon. Mot wornen—nor begst—npon colored—har s,
not "other” Alto, male bologisn have often defended
imale suprenicy by appeaing ro the lews oF noture, This
sich-13d-5uch animial dominates ha: termale hecooes thack
what natore incendesd. ben seintoece chis by saang you
bring out the aniema. co me, but they thema=lves cosent
being labeled anitals.

MH: Hour wendd You 2dy ther the u'r_ﬁ'.lue q'.l'unr'lrrm': I erescts
Wl e af coafEmitizm?

CA: Ecofenunism basically scaces thar an exvironnacne? gr-
spegtivge without fmdnism i inadeguae, and that 2 bimni-
nisr theory thar fuils w apalyze the war the ermdronment
has suffered becauee of parriarchal arboudes is also inade-
guare, Clearly, animals ate on che narees side of the
manuee Aeylare dualicm, bar they often diappear in the
environmeneal discourse They're what [ call the “'abhz=nt
Teferent,” Many ecofeminiss are comioetable wath them
remaining absene ceferenss, They's= concerned with
species rather chan individual animaks. And so the defemse
of animals locarss imeld within am ecofermanst politics, aod
2y we cannot Jook a1 che whole withaot looking at the
individual. We cannar wotk for jusbce and challchge the
oppression of nanure wichout endemstanding that the woss
frequent way wre incerice with nacoee 1 by eating animals.

MHr Bomdr lave traditicibatly caned srare alour orher wistims

Heare ahowt tierrafees dind abor what happens fo v anler-
el ac o mawil o their sipiply Oeing women . Bhar U pod sy
da femiris ortles who choge tRar enammal anivism really seviei
to diprmart women _fror The ciomicn 3 ieuennmr dhclf?

CA: Well, 1 think that they acc paredally nght. Womest, wha

constnte ac Jeast HO peccent of the penrmaal raghes moee-
maen, may not deal with or recognize the mue of oppres-
2ian in cheir gwgy livec. Some women 9o eCogmoIc Jf of
ate the surviwors of sexsal wolence, They realize i
whiile there are femninists advocating posidens on butter-
ing, rape, atnd orhey Borms of invatationsl violence aginal
women, there are nor smany Feminiss adrocabing on
bebalf of animal. So these woni=n grntate to the plice
where they feel they have the most w offer. Buc o
think che male hisrchy wathin the animal eights moees-
rumar thakes this a problem. We do net necetal ily recog-
nize 3t 25 & place Tor enhancing one’s own conyoICLENCss
a5 A woarlas: i a pacriarchal world.
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MHA: Da yow find it muore difTizndt to rone cousfoesivers ahot
feminisn ey mainel wphs actienes or anfinal rights fssrer
g e

CAs Dine is mat casicr than the other.,

BH: 11N is a pues sranend! prigeession?

CMo For ferminss o recogmire amineals, Thars my own pro-
grmaxan. My goal 5 et o ke animal cighes, add women,
and abr. 1'm ‘.aki:rg thy basic COngepas and idexs of second-
WAVE ﬁ:m:ln:l-:ln—n:nm:tpu about structoes=s af oppres
sol—uind sayang that species s one of those struchones. We
cannot just sop at the humand ananii] barcier, becaute ibat
barcive is pan of the corsiructuon o patrianhy

MH: When s were sugecher o eecenr Femanizre for Anenral
Ruplhir couferemiz, yare rafd dae $hal podt camee to emderirand i
anfipemography pasitian far sare desply by feinyg fsclwsd i
awiimed issins 1Ran in feminice patities, Can paw explatn char?

CA: Well, ] ahwavs knew that 1 Felt pornography was wong.
[r was prart waf oy fermumamt deem the 1970s on. Later, |
realized char thiz applies Lo adirnald e Catharaoe bae-
Kinnon talks abour how cpbicemelogy consmusn ourel-
oy For insance, we look ar 3 cowr and say why else does
that cow exisg except 5o e oue dinnee? [0'5 3 forced iden-
ticy that revmks more aboue wp. IHstanging ourglves from
animals enforces the mhji:l:l:.-"uh_je:t n:|=|:|.nr|:ln:|E| and cre-
ales a [als= vonstructivo of animals as me=at. Coce | rec-
oghized char, 1 also recogmuaed how pocnography cun
scencrs a Foeced ideoeii.

MH: ¥ou weiee chor feimiaccrs “Traffie im primals, " 1 fTad this o
Prouaranue fafermr. Thacr it rq:|'i_-r T .rnafi"i.rﬂiﬂg iH AeMIeH
Jormapaphy.?

CAu L thmk that we taffic in amamals Seerally whenever we
purchas: products that d=nwe from animals. 3 built on the
vunecpt Lhal femanmts bave developed of maificking 1a
wiriier bevane 1 wanted to pul.'il:i.-;.'ii'.u' the v &f unimahy’
Bodies a5 commuedities deil obyeerilies thees wnd denacs
them ara individuadicy.

MH: Pernugraphy it @ FE0-0ilTfon-a-poa buginess. b dfer e of
eyl rﬂaﬁrhl}g, ir fpjj‘imls TLery purt |!||' nwer lisar,

CAr Hoth of tham infliiss= EVEEY PaTL af our liwes. %hen tha
rebgious cight keepe w=x edocatien out of schools,
teenagers Learn about sev from pocnogeaphy. Su they de
facto eodarse @ =ort of pornegraphic hiearchy of men
aod wemen, ewen though they cxpheitly condeno
poenopeaphy.

MH: I ikink ehey wonidd debate thar sugoronsty. &g or e
Right exeartale Jhe Left for mrarice @ mymphiplic cibinee dhes
pagmedr feave sevicarl herry and fraedost JhrowpR bieoh aederol
ard aborimr. Ty ser that 2r mokimg wormn far more seessible
e e sexuml weeds I belime pow coe nrokee @i m@ument tha
e L-_',"r Tar 2lp ulfl_f-m[,ﬁrd weview and Bar merled A porie-
graphic cultwrs Teer tatk abowe the Ff Thouras hraremes
HTien Anita Hitt sea Dier fetionurey Ghat Clareed TTommion bad
talker [0 e abnus porgrphy dkat diowed wemer haoing o
wrrh dafuials 1fiad o yow Vrink s seally guing @a thers?

CA: Several thingy weee ooing on a1 the same tme Firg of
all, 3t remoatds uwa thar wormen's sexwal vielsion and
e:-:plni.h.tlnn are often loaked with chat  favniumed o pupe 3
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11

ood wonmn want o bad
women will " [L waz the cen-
servative baeele cry amainst che
miosement o win wirage for

wiomnen. Wat the wnwe pmi:i.-:-n
wis alsg emmhmced by many
“progresna’ wikilen.
Mated slavery sboliianist
Cacharine Weecher way dier-
mined ca |'||:|]'.- shaeld wocnien
fromt che "huoeden of the bal-
lar™ In LE7I the xaud, "M
Lirgs mjoricy of Aumerican women would regad the gidt of
the ballot, not as 3 privilege conferred but as an act of op-
pression.” Gven before Beecher spake out, thouwnds of
WHpMED Were OEgANIEINE SEACE and lacal c:mpli.gns Jtiigﬂtd
to halt the mﬂ'r.:.ge mevement befare it could do icevesible
harm o womanhzed, the nabon, and humanite.

The ficst anti suffruge periodical, Tier True Miman, began
publicabiun o 1887, Among s cegular coneribotors was
Beechers saver, Harvier Seowe, auchat of Cacle Thans Cabip,
By the turn uf e 20th contury anu-suffragests, o0 “anis,” a8
they came Lo Be Eown, were a highly organized, cichly
funded Force o be reckoncd wich

While doing resracch onowomen s history at she Libracy
of Cangress, [ unoevered a stare of Ave anti-suffaps periad-
icals. all woirren and published by women during the lace
19ch and early 20th centueies, They Bramred s=eching edito
rials, ETAY COTVBEsES, feml=-primpred ode, and attscle d.eEn:lnE
the theeat of bermale sovarmapncy and the igrance, depravity,
and masculinity of women who supported it. The acguments
and Ecocs wed o rebat the feminot demand for sufbrags—
momuantic elevation of wamen, cidwcule of femimsts, fali-
claims nl:_bulng the "m:._]nrit.'.“ and prm:hl:l!;um al the =nd of
Farroly Jukr and civibranon—are strikingly sinular Lo these ol
today’s Brenale abei-ferninasgs,

The 1920 adoprion of woenan auflcage iy the Deaeed
Srarey and oy evengal aceeprance have long since silenced
the woicey of opposinen, bur the apguish lives o o their
wricings. Their angamiems Bhad Licele o de with che riphe af
citizership oo ardencly demanded by cheir sufftagist siscers
The concerns of ¢he aniis were micre socigl chan policcal.
They saar woman a5 a spiriswal creature whe s;ood abowr
the crass concerns f poveramens and bisinegs, and desper-
al:c_l:,- wranted bo preserve their idealized 'id.enl:ll:}' 25 cultoral
owaTpear Of wrnwe.

Twa of che mest papolar anti-soffrage publications were
the Haman'’s Pmese and Tier Replp. Hanrans Protest, prablished
in Mew York Crty drom 1912 to 1916 by the Matienal Asso-
c1ahon l'.:lpl:rmzd. to Woman EIJE-H.E\E, Wam be mpnr.:.r'i]':,r reti-
thed the MHébmear MPerriat |:|.1.IFI:I'.|E Wocld War 1. The HEPIIJ.' WHE
'puh]:l:l:ed. in Mew Canzan, Cannecoout, feam 19135 ca 1915
under the editorship of Helen 5. Harman, Each sold dos ten
cents u copy and ofered smoual subscriptuans for one dollar

The Meply, the swller, mure compact publication of che
twa, whose :ﬁ.mﬂi:nﬁ was less stabl= than that of the associa-
Hion backed HEanse’s Protere, lasted n:n|1l," bora ypears. Helen
Kendrick Iﬂhl‘l:ﬂ:ﬂ w3 E'requ-:nr. centribucor of arbocles and
funds. Her boak, Wemar and iar Repurbiie, was congtantly
promeaoed

Tespiee subcle differences. the rwo magazines are scoikingly
sarmidlar i cooceos, They subscribed o the preceprs and

T

power of a nationwide, seligious-like commrction tha hiseari-
an Barbara Welcer christened “The Cule of True Woman-
hood™ it 2 1960 Amertan Quartedy acticle, Historians have
been wiatg the tertn ever oo to decobe this culracal ceed

The romatKicicabon of woemen dunng thas period gres
cut of the oew abienation of che genders. As rnen Jefi the
family Facerd antd home-based basinesses, where they had
worked aloogpide theit wives, for facoory jobs, womeno Jaar
their ecomame ]:u;l;'il;:i;;l-m and becime secluded at bamc.
With time, men and women cane oo beliowe t'l't::,' had Lttle
in common. Americans saw man 98 3 cnmbative craatuce
driven by carnal passiams and tercitorial rivaloy to compete
for status and power—a fitting description for the bosiness
gican, Weman "Ged-given™ purpass was o senve a
guardin of all that wis good and beavsiful; child reaning, Te-
Kginn, metality, and geodility:

F.emembering their mothees’ and grandmcther” farm snd
frontier drudgery, mamy muddle- and nupper-clas somen am-
braced this mew dentiby But almest immediacely, some
wamen, doblbed “feminists'" |:rg|r the Press, wnderstood wrhat
had be=n lost ax well 2= what had never been g:lim-.d. The
Sen=ca Fallz coovenoon met 1n IE-‘-E, and |_:||.'=|:i.'|_:riti|:=|:|. the
woment mevement and the ™ahonal Weman Axxe-
ciaboo (MWSA)L Elizabeth Cady Stanton demanded that
women be granted “imme-
diate admixsiun Lo all the
rights and privideges which
]:-:lanE to them as cidzens
of the United States'" The
journal b the M EA was
aptly titled Revolution. [
[=male publishers and sop-
potters of buth soars meanc
to fomeot :|'.||:|L'|1.i.r||.|; Less. Ax
the L%th cemtary waned,
ferninzrd abandomed Stan
van’® rual nghls ag=nda o kcod on wansimg the voee, The
ratoower spotlight el=cidbed the appastion aod s oeclews,
thc antis.

The “Cult of
Trae Womanlon
e led

anti-=ubfragis

ST s I'H]::"l.

Ridicule as a Weapon

[f pro-zoffeage womes eould fighe so bravely Eor the weie,
anti—suffrage wommeo waould ahow they could Ggbt qust a2
bravely against it. Ano-suffogeme mageines emeced o e
palitcal aven of the Cule ol True Woaniasbhood, and the eds-
{4} pm'l.r-:-:l o be elever and even undechanded 10 o of
their canse TTe Feply prined o cawtic arocle ao 1913, ent-
tlxd "Bills To Be Presented Defors The Fiost Womnan's Legs-
larwre™

The “Sarah™ Bi—b&aking il a towsdeme=anor for a mao
BQ 5L 0K o arpeer car.. owhide any womam samds.

Ths "Su1an JEHB“ Bﬂ.l—M:.kinH u i]IEEiI. Far ANy Mar-
ricd raan oo ernploy 8 Aenogoiphar or female clerk L wha
has ot firss been inetvacwed By [his] wife

The “DBridget™ Bl {an Icish cames used ar 2 tine when
many Atoerican secvatls were just that]—Provides e all
canks, owsennds, lanodreses, and othetr female ]'|_r_-|p,. shall
have cwtry alttcncon and evening off, shall be provided
with hiot and vald baths, =lectric Ijgh:, A macwre, :.h:mpml
and cnassage; thall have 3 dasnce ance o week i 8 ball-toom

exclusively their ewn,, | Violarons. .. are mads proishakle
by death.
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Mocking poetry graced each issoe of the Th
1903 “ A Prream of Farr Women™ begins
One maore unfartunale man of sarme e,
Rashly abjected o led waomen vote
5o, I|:|-.-EI:.- waorman, 1his rman did ANy,
Usng a hioese whip, nice, leminine iy

o ¥, | ':'_

Then a fasr damisel with infinite Qrace,

Hurled bath her shoes s the Wlagistrate’s face;

For she was held an a charge very smill,

Taking explosives mio lectne hal

Ants weren't shy about amacking their suffragise siscers

using ult ammunitton, They argaed thar -|:||'|_.E-_.- wyesild
create mescilinne wonmsen and thag che wasiiian wonld
1= tead and neflec
an the hstory of every couniry where w

shoutimg and the

THE WY ;
|.':'|I:—' aboat the end of covbizanon, “Lei
l.|-'-|'::.'-.| the

shvied aimd 111

iwmude. It meant abways b

arclyy and a maped degeneration o

the manon . The women [
further because they are more extreme by nature and more
inipressionable,” cavtioned the Aoguet 1912 Wonman's Prodest

[n the May 1913 ssue of The Replp, Helen Hendrick
Jehnion contemplated woman's specialness m “The World’s
Meed of Woanen.”

Phyllis Schlatly’s

ANcestors vt v

“The Age of Brass. Or the triumph of Womans rights,”
wast the caption on this 1869 Currier & Ives satire of
winmen suffragists. oo b

O THE [55UES SPRING 1995

Wizeman™ life and wark, then was 1o be that of

the warkf™s nourisher, ity lood hrll:-:J-*'_ thae warld's

Beeautitier, the warld's teacher of righbecuiness, Whal

a marselpus | ] and gliows piciure! The ideal set

torth in e “History ol ‘Weman Sulirage” [a Sis-voburme

winik wiitben in part By Elizabeth Cady Stantan] is the

opposite al all this.. ..
Chamgpes in the mole ol

WOITET WeTE Viewisd s thneals [0

the health ad survival of the sae and cven the specaes
In the ""'-l_"__'lu iber 1917 Fiwaaied Proresr, an article |::I Plax
i Schlapn .||5_'|.:'|| i |5;| I.'||||:!_l|l.
Fiere are mare cremirals and imbeciet o esch 1,000 al
pepulation than ever belore. . When oversrawghl
women haee detued within themseves the process of
nature, they impart a deturbance to thelr offsgring, and,
instead of the develogsrent of 3 normal kuman beinsg,
there is cne distorted in bady or mind ar in both

“arherhood Fecast as & red dury is a Lfidgiae mexnms af

"".l'\lll'l'r.lr'llll [ « :|||'|'I|'\l|_-'|‘| that '.\_ relevami liz=s solely in

her ability vo give birth and nuroure, 3 woman can lose her
inmate sense of selt. It s an old and continuing distorfion
that has transformed mullbions of women ot walking ferals
W hether
her fruatfuliness o fio
the grearer

0 BCEKTIS

cause of
Srate, -:".Ill"\-".'" Ef
EC1a .||||||'|I|.|| L che
BECOMmes Unatde o

SACIETY EVEeEn

her
smallest personal
need without being

cansumed by gale,

Moral
Majority?

Wonman suffrage was
e |'\l:'.|'.-\.'|‘|;'. linke=d re
the detestable. “Suf
frage and the Liquos
[raffic” and “Suf
fragnsm amnd Socaal-
wm’ appeared in the
ffay 1912 apd Aas
1913

A
Provipsd

cdirar

nl
The
dnmnamea
i |||| 'H..lll;llr 1] .|||:_'I|

liguar with che bal-

lor  sumiminned I.II"

the INEFIITMETIE 5ok
-

afren heard  from

Bmerican men

thar women voters

'.!.I'II:'\.I IIII"'\.I' YTy

lamd

sLINEAT ||'!_r|

-\...|-:-\.'| ifn the
A I|-_|:;l.

> - weorsan suffragises
Wl L LIELIELT A
1917 maae of Fmmans Pretest inclades art les entatled s

[+

oval Even o Their Sex™ and “The Feal Foes of Democra

w'Ace LISENE <ullt aznsls of IEnOTing thie war etfort in fmar of

3



“O vave us, senators, from owrselves!”

“um=American  demonsritions,

A favoriee argument of the anes was thar swomen’s vores
would I1'||.':I'|.'|.:|' muimie those of their hushands, l.1“1'1"|l||'|F the
work of talliers with no resalting change in the surcame
Bue from tome to tone, the argument went on 06 waorry thar
politacal dizagreements bepween husbands and wives would
increase the divorce rate. This extension disturbed some
Artey, &% 1t .|53q||1|1,'|_| WV D |:'|.; |_'.I_|:'q,| |_'i||." |‘|F ‘H.":-l'lll':hlll:'d |:-r|1-.*-r

than abedience.

Celebrating Suffrage

1985 marks the #5th anniversary
af woamen winniru; the virle,

A massive parade down
FEﬂnsg.-Il.rani:_l Awenue in
Washington, D.C, is planned For
August 26, the day the 19th
Amendment was cerfified a parl
of the U5, Constitution, QOther
celebrations are planned s
the country. For information and
organizing kits, contact the
Mational Women's History
Progect, 7738 Bell Road, Windsor,
CAO54%2 (07 838-6000,

24

The antis also used a
favorite fachc of propo-
nents of minority posi-
vions: denving that the
oppasition holds a ma

yarity. Consider today's

anti-absortion MoVeE-
ment’s attempes o cast
itselt as the voue of the
“Maral Majoricy” In
pn'-puhh-.' OpIneT FII\.!-"
danys, |'\--:-.-|.u'|.::--|11.|.'||'|r1|:u-«.
wWerg  even  easiEr [
rome by, The _III|:|'
.ﬁ.l,n!__'l_m 1917
Provest sugaested;

If sufiragists wene will-

[ |E-||.' Ifd '5

This 1907 drawing pokes fun at antls.
The senator holds a paper that reads:
“Petition from the antl-woman’s
suffrage commitiee.”

Coadery Hohrw

inl:_.| b sufperal 1o the demccralic pnr'ru-pl-e od
fhe wall af the rn.'|i|:|ri1:,' ll'hr}' vooild b lass
MEnACing Lo cur institutions, but the methods
they ermplay (o owernde the will of the peo-
e, the elfarts tbey mske o Coerce the word
inkG an acceplance al ther idead is pernicious,
ursdemnscratic arnd wn-American,

Do As I Say, Not As [ Do

lromically, the editors and writers of the ano
publications worked hard to protect women
from the dangers of doing exactly what they
themsclves were doing—thinking, comper
. argarmeng. and Andmg meaning in non
domeste ventures, Anti-suffrage  women
were sy Founding, promoting, and sustaim-
g OEZANIZALLeIT 10 ar least 28 stanes.

[da Tarbell, the muckraking journaliss who
exposcd the ruthlessness of Srandard Ol ry-
coog fabin 0 Rlockefeller, was an cutspoken
aniti-sufragise. Buor Tarbells life approximared
the suffragases” sdeal. Mever married, she he-
cante & mationally celebrated journakist and
historian. A dogged researcher whose de-
tailed baographies included liode-known tacrs
abour her famous subjecrs, she auchored
swell-received  bicgraphies of Mapaleon
Baonaparte and Abraham Linceln. Yer, Tarkell
saw wisTnen as frivolous, emotional crearres,
and was convanged thar if the suffragists succeeded, they
wold force women o support themselves and desroy the
Faiviily a5 an instivution, Tarbell wrged suffragists oo consider
thi= I-.:-nl_r.-n,-frn |||'||:'|l|-.'.ir|4'-|'|-:. of their demands P.-::u,'-.~r|_1||'|L.1 [ %]
her hiographer, Kathleen Brady, " The specter of a revolution
im wonens mole unsettbed her”” She was not alone,

Former first ladies Brs li-.'|1_|.|:||n| Harrizon amd brs
Grover Cleveland, as well as Theodore Roosevelts sister
Anna, were TR thie '-.'.'-e.'ill:h', whi sy pnr'rq,._‘l rhie anris aad
their written word. While the Mew York and Massachuserts
groaps were the most consistently active, the Winos Asoca-
tacm lill'r. pn':-.-d 1 WeIman ?'il.|1:|:|'.ag|_'_ wnder the ||_-.1.j|_-1-5]|_i-|_1 ol
1'.1'.||r|1:.' {'.hh'.nﬁﬂ matron Carmnline F Corbin, was one of the
most autspoken.

Echovs from the anti-suffrage pas ring through American
society soday. "|.-'n:11|!_r_ as an issusE has beEen 5.|_|_F|F'|_1:|1_|:f;l |_-|-_.-
women's Tight oo work ourside the home for equal par and
withowr harassment, and o obain safe, lesnl abortions, b
the debrare is serangely familiar, and che gualt ingers,

As before, the battlefield is 4 changing economy. Howey-
er, unlike the steel and railroad ECOnOmY ot the Industrial
Foevolution, the Communication Age require mental, not
physical strength. Birth control and modern appliances give
st Families homes that no longer need comstant attention
All the sigms point w woman’s final liberation, yer the appeal
and ;{u||L of the Cult |1r'"I:rl||.=‘-.'{"n_'|||'|."|'|||_u_|.|_I fomatinned am page 3}
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Male Virgins,
Blood

Covenants

alues

gand wp and slap high-five with 16 guys and say, “Thank God
youu're a male!” ™
15 aned rewivahist D Ed Caole.
S e, whe d

ip..'n:n.' in i '|'.-|1r|m:||1-:- wn called Pr e E'-'.-.-_-rpn_n.._ ]
MAjar new men’s | sent that has burst upon the
LS. scene, horn of Chrstian fundamentalism.
Merows the land, men l'l:.' the tens of thowsands are
‘|'-|Lll'.'k.l.l1|-':' tor such arenas, where they listen to sermons for
hiours, confess therr sos with all their hearts, sing hymns sach all thear
lungs, and shed ears of salvation and joy wath no women around.
They renew themr vows to ther wives o they ane married, e their vr-
grinety 1€ they ane mot, and w “secondary vieginiy™ (3 quaintly resor-
fwve noton) of they need oo Abo L they reirerare thear subanission
to a dhivine Father and Son and
manhood mooase Gl svaon,
A hushed fervor fills the T Seacdium 4 i an audi-
ence reaction like none other E , Easiing their arnm
s flv blichely in che

'i1II1I1':,' e SOATIEE, iII.l

the blue-tarp_covered playing 170006 America s fastest

field that the Dallas Cowbows  gpaining men o movernent
call home, these men appsar to + i

be collectvely experniencing a

profound personal catharsis.
Woatchmg Iroan the press

at about the :'-ll'3'-1_.'an.1 [inee, [ ask |




Bill Pemberton, a fund-rmser for Promise Keepers, why le
thinks these men feel sate o feel so deeply atmong so many
other men who are complete strangers. 1 chink it's loca-
tion,” he says, A sports arena is "one of the few places that
men can ever be emobonal about anything and be CHA
without being softies.”

"1 think its also mass validation,” Pemberton contimmes.
“& man coubd not accept 2 woman celling him be needed o
be thes sorc of man, Buot when meen Bl oLl here with
SCLAHHY mien, and see the consensus, it v thew the stanp
of approval from their peers, and from people they respect m
the sense of “Well, he'’s 2 man, he knongs” | think Giod i His
SWErEIEn grace put men i an environent whene they nat-
urally could relate to cach other and be more open bo
releasing emotion.

Thas burgeeannae religaous men’s movement 1= an unprece-
dented mas abreaction to modern feminism, [E% as i within
the church generic (whar Christians call the body of Chrst),
stmact new antibodics, bisengineered by men, had emerged
to Forestall & vical ivasion of sexual equality

The premise of Promise Keepers s “a Christ-centered
ministry dedicated to oniting men through weal relaoon-
ships 1o ke godly influences i therr world” The orgnal
Promise Keepers gathering an 1991 (see bar graph) was
called by tounder Bill Bcd Zartney, head foathall coach at the
Liniversicy of Colorado. By 1994 Promme Keepers heeld
g.‘.rhurml_r.i. aE seven separate sites, totaling XTH G0 men.

But those numbers wall soon pale, because Promise Keep-
ers plans to amess 2 malhon men in Washimggon, [0 n the
fall of 1996, "We're going o our naton’s capital,” president
Foandy Phallips wells o pres conference at Texas Szadsam, *fon
the explicit purpose of "—and here he pavses. choosang his
wands carefully—"a time of prayer and penewal, from a pee-
sonal standpoiae” The eleconoms are “mor the reason why
wiete going,” he explons earnestly, “bur thar wall prabably
be befiore the clections.”

As pollsters noted after the mid-rerm 15994 Diemnocranc
defracle, 62 percenil of white meen voted for comservarive and
Republican candidages, and 33 percent of the clectorate
were Evangelical Christians. This sect-and-
gender trend pigues spec-
ulation as o whar elec-
roral i'|||T!-J cr Promise
Keepers might hawve

“WWe have a general poli-
cy that we're not endorsing
Fli.1-|1|‘:||'.1| candidates,” trea-
surer Sid Orverton tells me,
“Thats mnot
aboue” A business laayer, fo AEN o e
Owerton helped  set up s
Frommise Beepers as a non-
profit tax-exempe Colorado
corporatiomn. s
come from regtrataon fees (§55 o §65 -\.'J.-.'|1:|. merchandize
{thaoks, nn'-::-r-.‘l:mg_-:. caps, shirts, mugs), amd .'-r'rl'rm!_.u and
pledges. “We're not about lobbying,” he says. “We're nat
ahout palicical party supportimg;.

The Promis:s Ku'rprn OF raniEation rul'plm-': a staff of 12100
at s Dherver h;'.1|‘|r|||.'||wr': and 30 @t variows sgace offices, 1t 15
led by both clergy and laity, and Promise Keepers explicatly
peaches out o all Chrissian men across facial and deneiana-
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|r.||l|'.:'|-'.'u:-..l:l.r.z_q.':'r.'i'.-nln'p.:'ren'mrc.:
aand e penver of forgivemai,
Flraba poe Coond, bt U,

ticewal lies, Dir E. Glenn 'l.l.-'.lf_ﬂ'u:r, Vice
pnl.'nd.a'nl: of natiomnal mimiseries, tells e
crowed 0 Texas that Promise Keepers
expects to identify a “Pomne Man' val-
unteer m each of the AN chuarches
i the United Staces, plus 0,000
‘Ambasadoss” who will necaork with
10 te 12 mamisters in their commuani-
ties. By the year 2000}, according o
Phallips, Pronuse Keepers s shootmg oo
fall 5 seadnane, i each of the 500 states,
connected by simubcasting,

Based on my observations and inger-
wiews at the lrving, Texas, conference, |
se a0 cealing in sght as ge how far thas
“ministey o men” can goo Proonse
Beepers 15 a groundswell new cult of
roasculining 1t reveals in microcosm—
as af under laboratory conditions
l.':".dl.ﬂ'ln' T paftt i-JIL'IE:-' OpCrares
through meale boding, which simultane-
cuwsly propels mens public policies snd impacts on men's
private relations with warmen

Liberals and progressives often caricarure Christan funds-
mentalism and dismiss it & “anciabormion, anngay, antismut,”
bt this simplistic undersstimation may be a political blun-
der. As the Promise Keepees phenomenon demaenstranss,
r'qhgmm conservatives have actually been paying |:||.|'ir|_* closs
arrention v radical feminism, and learning a o

The Sins of the Fathers and Sons
It ks Gl s, F|'i-:1.a1..' |||g|]1r. The conference will srarn soomn,
I'm -.1'r|.l."||'|g to I'r'.'mg from che DallasFort Woarth AFPOLT Oh
hlgl_hl.'l.'.i'!,' IH-"IF.—p.mlng moels, car lots, churches, and faso-
feod steak howses flying Texas flags—and abruptly the car
slows to a crawl for a goosd halt howr, It dawns on me chat
this eraffic 15 backed up all the way to the sadivm exir.

Finallby parked at 5 roadside restavran, 1 follow loag lues
of men of all ages and sizes dressed in sneakers and colorful
windbreakers and poggong surts. Teens and twentysomethings
wear hip, printed Toshirts: & REAL MAMN 15 & GODLY MAN and
FEAR ROT EMCR GO and HIS PAIM 15 OUE Garn (lboserased
with a heavy metal spike through the palm of 2 hand). Many
are carrying Bibles. The worn binding of at least one i held
together with gaffer tape. And one man® ned hero jacket 1
embroiderncd FISHERS OF MEM CHLETIAN MOTORLCYCLIST
ASSOHCIATICHN

Outsade the stadiom, a bunch of angry men are pamphle-
teering and pretesting, The official posinon of Promise
Eaeepers that “homosesualiy viclates Crods creative design
for a hushand and a wife™ and “it 1 2 an”; yet Promise Keep-
ers supports homosexuals “being included and welcomed in
all our events.” The protesters, citing their own scripural
anthorities, are outraged by the laxness of this policy;: thas
they scream: " There are guecrs and homes an there!” This
more-fundamentalist-than-thon demoe s politely ignored.
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- AMAZING GROWTH

Altendance at men-onl v
Promise Keepero gatbering.s:

B raring | Hu

Its 114-'-'|F]:|' Bl ima, and the stadom imtervor s sull :"|||1||3.;.
Erscted near cne end zone i 3 TW-studio stage, There's a
platform for cameras, and jumbo-tron screens hang from
the rafkers. The video feed 1o these screens includes shors
from the stage, hand-held candids of men in the crowd, and
by Iyrics,

From the o tiers on down, the crowed 5.i|'||__-;~. with AT
“H s up O mien of Gaod! 7 The church Fai Wi dioth weair /
Fler :I:n'ngrh :.||'|r-.||:|:|l o the task.”” The church s ske and all
thie s hiere are hie. Their woices r'-._—-.n|,|||.E||1!_-_ h'.l_r.h tenaT o
:']u:u*:p hiziss, they renounce en masse any taint of femimizanon
thar their religiosicy might imply.

As the event |_'||_'|__r|il'|'\-_ e are exherred o app'r-:-an.'l': the
iranr of the stage in an altar <all, 2 r\-I:Ih]i-l' act of r-'pl'r:u:l.l:l.l
compioment thar is 3 cemmonplace of Chrishan revavals. |
am reminded of a Bally Graham Crosade | attended a5 a
teenager in & bascball stadivm near Minneapols around
1960, Mot much is different, [ note, excepr here the repen-
tants are exclusmaely miale. The worship leader elabarates on
the mEeanmg of sin and confesaon. Hes line &1 have snned!”
brings forth astonsshing applavse—and the words, echoed by
thowsands of fathers and sons_ suggest what femineses have
been saving for decades; There are many, many fransgression
that ars |'|:|rr||'|||.1r oy the lnees of men. )

The auchience SN -::ll'al'_r “Forgive ma, 0 Lerd, to TRIveE

me £ And 1 will be clean)” There 5 evadence of great grief

followed by unspeakable relief. A close-up of a man’ face,
his eves welling with cears, fills the huge stadiom videa
screend 25 hundreds advance toward the stage. Soulful,
mnurniul music plays under plaines of “Thank you, Jesus!”
Finally a folk-rock group sings a buoyant ballad, and the
newly celebratory crowd—its buili-up gult expunged
returns oo ais seats and sngs and clags along.

"M mrore gamies. . no more double Life!” says Pastor Loz
Lavrte (Harvest Christian Fellowship in Foiverside, Califor
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Should ferniniats be worried?

==
> Il I

1991: 4200 men meal in Bsulder at
he University of Colorado Evenls Cander
{a baskeshall arena)

1992 #2000 men meet at the
universily's Folsom Stadom.

199°3: 50,000 men fll Folsom
Stadmum i0 capacity

199 278 &00 men zttand
conferencas &t sewen sites Anaheim
Stackum (52500, Hawies Memorial
Stacium in Boise |5,500), Hooser Dome
In Indianapolis (62,800}, Civic Stadium
in Postiand (27 5004, University of Baorth
Tenas Fouts Fiekd in Dentan (33,000},
Fodzom Saadivm again { 520007, and
Texas Stadivm i Irving (45000

1995 500,000 men expecied in
reegister at 13 scheduled conference
sitas natiomwide.

miad 5 he mkes the crowd om
remaorse and redemiption to moral
resolve, Like all u;.-l_m;:_||u-||| -.p:_-,||\\a_-|;-.,
he wears a ApOTTY r-m'|'||-;_- |_'-n||_'|
embroidered with the PE lopo [(MERM
OF INTEGRITY). Ddecrying “the spi-
raling rate aof crime,” Laurie ide=nti-
fies “abortion” as part of it; and he
tssues the first of several entreaties for “sexual

purity,” urging his hearers to “get God back in
our hves. . .and im our culture”

Plext, explaimingg “how to let God menior us)”
Pastor A, Lowoss Patterson Jr. (lecturer, Matiomnal
Sunday School and B.T.U. Congres, Manonal
Baptist Conventon) takes as his bablical text a
relatrvely obscure story froan the book of BMum
bers. “Calel let Moses send him.” Patterson
mtones, 1m orotund, black-church cadences.
“Caleb had an attirocde of sbinsasn withoor it
being a threat to s masodiniy” Slowly and sure-
Iv, Parterson'’s down-home homaly explicates the
gpnrl:-r--:.pc-:":r'n.' subiext of Promise Hn.'q.'-pn'rc.' N
LR “Every man has a Coach.... Submic o
Cod’s divine plan for your life liptal depen-
dence on God does ot compromise mascalin-
tv.... The prerequisite for being @ leader in my




home is to have followed leadership in oy Fathers house™
Then Pacterson leads the mostly swhite crowd i a rousing
call-and-response: "Somebody oughs say amen!”

*Amen!”

H.\_'\{ n|:.|'\:.' |_‘||_|.._'I«. |:'||-_'_i.:'\.., L-I'r:|_'||q,|':. Ve reduce I|'||."--.' 1M1 &
gender ansaety; so does Promise Keepers” cock-fniendly the
alagy, a Famihar theory of gender ideneity through patnar
chal preregmive: God commands man, and man subms—
but 1o and behaold, man is nov thereby femimized, because
man in turn comumands e This “role definitton”™ channels
3 guy's divinely ordaimed masculinicy, which trickles down
froms God.

But the nexe two preachers take this gender legend o a
visceral level that 've mever heard plumbed before.

The Roots of Carnal Knowledge

"_'..||!un,|.|'\_.,' r|||_|r1|_i|||__r|_ |J.|I-[-\.:-| _].'ll'k II.1.':.'r'-:|r|.1 I:ﬂ.:hl.l!l.‘l‘l (I3 TI‘I‘.‘
Wy, Van MNuys, Califormia) explains how the Old Testament
God entered inte a “covenant’ with Abrabam through cir-
cumcision. becamse “the cumng of the flesh of that OTEL of
Abraham’ b-{-:i_': was Ciods way of SAVINE, Gar, | wamnt to et
te the core of vour identity as a man. | want to cut to the
core of your creativicy, There 15 nothing more dynamic or
mcredible,” Hayford jubilates, than the fact that he and bas
hearers “have the capacaty 1o liserally—an partnershap with
our spouse—ereate 3 human berng by e gift power of God
m our bodies!

Then Dr. Ed Cole {founder and president, Christian
Men's Mevwork) propounds his own pacan te procreation
“Crod gave v creatures power o owur loins. . When a man
and woanman who are married engage in an ingmace physical
relationship, they are acually celebrating the covenant of
muari i.'|l.:¢... "-"'-"l'l:.- does God want & man and a woman o be
'-.'ir|__r.i||x ar the time of |'|u|1'|_'.+-ﬁ-="

The crowd hu'u:l;-:. an Cole’s every -:.':.'II.'|I'|I|= 15 he J_._-r;.pl'ui-. 3l-

I'Ir describies honw 3 '|.'|rl_-;|n;.| VOLNE mian and woiman
Coomsurnmace  their |1'|,a|'ri,j.|;|,'
with sexual intimac Y. and in
that act, when she s a '.'lrl_l.i'r!.
when her hymen s broken,
and 1t cavses the shedding of
blood, when that blood fows
pver the man's part, in that act
of ntercourse, when that blood
flows over the man's part, to
Cioed that 15 a sagn that they have
entered nte the
Lo ant.. .. "

sacred

The heady mix of patriarchal
social contract and carnahity rarcly
get: mone pulse-pounding than
this mental gang-bang: a saxevash

man of the cloth naong 45,0060

A Bt cor Badla
.".-|.'5l.-l|'.'.' ereed Fe A
of the apderes rigit)

other men o picture the codal
puncturing of 4 wonan® hymen in
their orinds eve simulancously

Ewvidently feching flush, Cale goes on to his big Amsh:
“Barriage was meant to be a blood covenant! We're not ory-
ang o put young people in bemiage by teaching them vingani-
£y; we'ne trving o keep them from Bling themselves!™ Expli-
CatiTg the diameter of pores n latex vis-a-vis the size of
SPErmatnzna versus -.‘|.-:':||'||1_,' HIY, Cale gets another round of

o

< bur] Tirkew! Pramerse: Krepen

B

applanze: " There is no such thing as sate sex wath a condom!™
Ddrama is palpable in this topless salver dome & the balding
L onle h:'__:.rln: |.'3-:I1-.'|:rr||1:'_ feenige men o sramd amsd vow & iFgin-

o take
his wife in his arms, standing in that hotel room, she in he
white satin mightgown, he in his blue silk pajamas. . and say,
‘Dachn’, | love you, vou're God’s gift to me; tonight 1 want
gve you samething no other woman in the whale world wall
have. Tomght | want o give vou the gift of my manhood.
Tomight 1 wang to gove vou the sign of the covenant relanon

ship o that unnl death do ws part you will know that 1 love
you and you alone. Tomghe | give
L the l_r.ln_-:.- ol my wirganty. W hat
g oway oostart a marriage!” The
growd moes wild with cheering and
whistling, not w0 much ar a hearts-
and-flowers evocation of romance
& al a spectacular reassurance of
F‘i.'lll\.ll\.'T merarchy.

“hurely in this building, there's
gotta be one young single man,
one yousg teenager, that'll say, °]
want to be a part of 7 new gen-
crangn o bring back

b “Whar a thing far 2 man on has w |,‘|‘||‘|',I'|l_|l' |'||!_l'r1','

what
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another  generation  threw
away” Can | find even one sin-
gle man in this building that
will ii:.-,"lfl:rul:hcr Cole, | heard
what you said, and 1 want to
stand up and be one of thase
men.” Let me see them poday!™
There ape peals of applause and
cheers a8 hundreds of YOUIR
men fise from cheir seas and
etand and see how mairy bun-
dreds of other young men have
done the same.

And therein les a high-vole-
age  power line 1 Promiss
Htf]}ﬂ‘i' l:|l:|.1.1'-|.'-|.11=E_r|i_-|:i|; ap-
peali no threat of other men's
sexual prowess. Here there are
O COIMparisons o be made,
no goading standards of sexual
conguest thar a man might not
TSESICE U Lo,

“Peer affirmation from Joe
Camel on down has been
“Rezal men do it and do i oa
lot/ And if not then wvou're
probably 3 wimp,” fund-raiser
Pemberton ells me, “IF 50,000
guys tzll you as a 15-vear-old
guy, “We think you're a mans man f you waie ol you'rs
married, that may be the first time that kid's heard that, and
since he's been 12 he's been under all this pressure o get a
gid pregnant or to show that he'’s a stud”

.I'Juri.ns a lunch break [ mlk in the sands to 2 13-year-ald
who mraveled here from 2 small town 10 Texas with 2 church
group that includes hes father, “He'’s been to Promise Keep-
ers mare than [ have.” says the vouth, a gangly fen among
S, “He was l;|1'i:|1ki:r|g of nat |:|ri|r.||.;|.r.||5 e this nme, bur [
kept on begging him and begging him to bring me” Then
he says, in & quavering woice with tears in his eyes: "Here
you see kids your age. You don't have to act like youw're all
macho and everything, You can act ke yourself, canss you
hawe your brothers here with vou”

Promise Keepers has creaned safe F|.1|:||:||.' space for males to
feel like real men within a veritable shrine to machismo—
but stripped of mcessant comparisons to other mens judg-
ment on their sexual pedormance, omentation, and identity
Promise Keepers has fundamentally transformed genderizing
peer pressure—away from the relativisic world’s vo thae of
an absolutst religion (o, 25 they might put it, away froam
“gedom and Gomorrah® 1o "Bible-based Christian values™)
This predictably safe social cohesion i based on each mans
promise (to his God and to his brethren) to be strictly non-
seeual with one another and oo have sex solely with his owm
wife 1 private.

These guys have discovered that conservative “sexual
purity” is a bester basis for male bonding than the "sexwal
revolution”™ could ever be (what with liberals fronting _Fur
pornographers and extolling hot sex with virmally anything
that moves). And these guys have discovered that unless
males are reliably in league as men, male supremacy can ne
longer claim credible authority over females one-on-one

a shrine
to machismao,
Promise
Keepers creates
safe public
space for
males to feel

like real men.

Block that Faolle: Mesr voar fo
paariri “oital relabinmalips
uitds ot fows iler ovees " s by
practive “wexvanl prrity,
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The Blessings of the Wives

“We have hterally thovsands of lemers, boxes and boxes, from
men, from their wives, from their children, from their par-
ents, describing profound life changes,” president Phillips
tells reporters mid-day, “We're secing thar men are making
prefound decisions and are fi_:ul]m.\.'ing through with them.”

Chine such letter, qunr\ed in & pmmnn.:mal brochure, is
from Juwdy in lowa: *1 knew that all of the spiritual benefics
my huskand recewved at Promise Keepers would overflow to
me, How could they not? [s not has honor my honor? Has
ingegrity owy integriry? Are not his blesings oy blesangs:™

When Promise Keepers leaders claio that what they are
deang s for women™ oot “apaimsr women,” deey sy so with
reasomable accuracy, because from the poine of view of any
marned woman in their social universe, neither men’s ralk
mor meen's walk ever gers much bhetter than this: H.'.‘Ep your
pmul.is-:s, L yoar wife and kids, be 2 man nf'1l,-'n|..||: word.

The entire stock of frrd'rr_gl'ﬂ for a Slm::!'ﬁr.l' Marriage, a
handbook by De. E. Glenm Wagner, sells cut in the prossE
KEEPERS FRODUCT et by mid-afternoon. Another motiva-
tional tome, Seeen Promises of @ Promie Keeper, published by
Focus on the Family, hes sold over 200,000 copiss ar previ-
ot Promise H.EE]'I-E" g,:l:h:ring:. It contains, ATDIg cther
preachments, practical strategies for svoiding che emptation
of pornegraphy while traveling alone, as an im-room TV
The passage is not ane-smut; 3ts pro=lovaley: [t calls men's
pornogeaphy vie "emotional adulrery”

A woman's trade—ofl for this modieuwm of respect 15 to
accept her husband’s unilateral suthoriry, just 38 he submats
to Ciod's, D Towy Evans spells this our in Sevew Pronvises
under the rubric “Foeclaming Your Manhood"™

I'm not suggesting that you ask [vour wife] for your
role back, ['m urging you to fake it back. If you simphy
ask For ot, your wile 5 hkely to sy, “Look, for the lase
wen years, 've had to rasse these kids, look afier the
house, and pav the bills, I've had o ger 2 job and scll
keep up v duties in the home, Pve had to do my job
and yours, You think I'm just going o mirn evervehing
back over o you?”

Your wife’s comcerns may be jusnhed. Unfortunace-
Iy, hoaever, thers can ke no n:lrnpmmi.:: here, If
you're poing to lead, you must lead. Be sensitive. Lis-
ten. Treat the |=|:|.',.' g:enr]',' and ]1.11.'|r.||.|;]:|-'. But lead

| interview at random about o dozen attenders, and few
can describe the personal meaning of this event without
shghtly choking up, weaes vasibly brimming, When 1 ak the
men who are marcied what their wives think of Promise
F{r.-epr.'rs. ar what thewr wives tald them as Eh':‘[.' lefi home o
attend, | hear only testimomals and sories of well-wishing.
T twentyish women emplovees of Promise Keepers rell
me that they themselas would sure like to meet and marry
a man of Promase Keepers caliber someday.

There are in fer many women at this gathering—several
hundn:fl young female '.rnll.tnll:l:n. ol i the stadnam proper
it seadfi ng carh l.‘EE:i.IhEI.’: m the merchandeze tents, e-:un-'i:nH
soft drinks to press, and so forth. Ao present are the wives of
dozens of donors, board members, presenters, and officers—
in restricted VIP areas where they are not visshle to ordinary
male regisirants,

I the press room [ ask president Bandy feuianed ne page 513

=



,;'l._l

N

WHOSE WHE TRUTH 15, THERE IS NO MAN.ON EARTH WHO

GOD

ISIT
ANY WAY s

ﬂ".'r' ]

Shels@He cross=iressing

butchWillilthe srart mouth”
Fy
(i erers
A d
re-visiomyREy e aywright
.' L}

1 kG ] R 1
) :“ el
".l'l..."" |:I'! 'LIIJ‘ -.g

TIHESE N

s

es W ‘t all that speci@él. Everyb
ody’ : hndy'
over -":- t'l 1 ing in the
-what they "‘ Id de~t hat they shot
- o’ You know, “Ge r out of your §
* Put your knees togetl i:"""';' at's what &
3 tlcn;ls almut isn'ti ﬁ ing to the'w
5 1hq.-m,w fore you did! The
- keeps 1} y going AN
; p.nnhl yes when

A WOMAN WHO HEARS VOICES 15 A LOT MORE DANGEROUS THAN A WOMAN WITH AN ARMY. KEEP THAT IN MIND."




decides to invent her own
voices and then believe in
them. See. that’s almast like
thinking for yoursell.

Pubﬂlr. The beginning of
periods, which means you
can have babies. The begin-
ning of breasts, which means
you can nurie babies, The
beginning of feeling self-
conscious around boys, bes
cause you have this opening
befween your legs they all
want to slick themselves info.

Puberty is aboul toss of pri-
vy, Its aboul living in a
body which has become pub-
lic property. It's about forcign
invasion, about eocupied fer-
ritory. One by one, my girl-
friends surrendered them-
selves. | walched them go off
with boys and turn them-
selves into foreigners.

e year | was sewenteen,

my whole family turned
against me and the fown
where | had lived all my life
was burmed to the ground.
Buf theese were just brush fires
compared to the real catastro-
phe, That same year—Hauwvi-
ette, my best friend—she got
engaged. That did it. France's
hour of glory had struck. | ran
away from home,

auviette and | had been

very, very dose, We had
grow up Eogether, which was
a4 very special thing. See, it
was a cusbem i mry willage
for the girls whe shared their
firgt communion o deep with
each other. She would come
over bo miy house, or | would
g over bo hers. We would
sleep in the zame bed together.

somelimes we would

pretend we were on a very
gmall boat in the ocean, and |
had rescued her. | veould hold
her in my arms, and my heart
wiould be so full of tendermess,

41 | hear a lot of talk about women forgiving
men. | don’t believe it. | have experi-
enced almost every form of cruelty men

can inflict on women, and | am here to tell you

that no woman can forgive it or ignore it, and
furthermore, no woman should ever try.”

Tl awatiing
showm

Jits B TIR TR
I'|_'|'|'I FEwHITE e
FiMb prar-old
ingriaphia!
rerond ared
spraks Joan’s
T mmiind.

it would make me feel light-
headed. Or sometirnes we
would prefend that she had
found me wounded in the fors
est and had taken me to her
cottage, where she would
bandage my wounds and
cower me with kisses,

Hawvietie and | were mone
tham best friends. W were
one soul. ¥ knew this, and
we had always planned fo live
together after we grew up, Bul,
like 1 sapd. there was this borr-
ble thing. puberty

he other hard part of run-

ning away wias leaving
oy mother. It was like in bat
te, when the soldier next o
you pets his legs blown off by
a cannon, You don’t want fo
leawe him, but there’s nothing
you can do for him, and if
you stay behind, they Il just
pet wou too, 5o you leave.
Like I left my mather. But il
fare my heart oul,

kay. Here il is, I1's the

ingide of the cathedral at
Eeims, Coronation Day, [15 a
beautiful July day. and the sun
is elreaming through the
stained plass windows, and
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the bells are all chiming, and
Ihe air is sweet with the smell
of Incense, And the pews are
all full of seldiers, and offi-
cers, and counls, and dukes,
and kmights—and their
waamen, all dressed in sating,
and lace, and welwet.

Aind here are the priests,
and the abbots, and the bish-
ops, Snd the Archbishop of
Reirms is bere, wearimg this
beautiful robe made out of
gobd cloth. And here’s
Charles, standing in the front
of the church, dressed like a
king, waiting be be crowned
according bo the ancent fradi-
Hons handed down by gener-
ation after generation of
French kings. #And here,
standing next to kim, in the
place of kighest honor, is a
seventeen-year-old peasant
ird in el armon. .. Mow, can
v bell me what's wong
wiith this picture?

See, what everyone clse
knewe and | didn't, was that |
had broken all the rules, Here
| wears: a peasant, strike one, A
child, strike hwa. And a
female, strike three kg fime.
Actually any one of those is
an automatic oul, but | was

all three at the same time.
A if that wasn't bad
enough, §was also illiterate,
oulspoken, and dressed like a
man! | mean, we're falking
about somebady so far out in
left Ficld, they're beyond the
bleachers! But, all the same,
there [ was, rght up there
next to the king.

et me fell you something

aboud men, They can'l
slamad B Lose face. IV's difficuli
b ug weomen lo understand
b Wy, wery mmpartant this
is fo men, because we have
newver been allowed to have
enough face o lose. We tend
te be maore concerned wilh
thimgs like the justice of an
ingine, or firding a peaceful
spfution. It's difficult for us to
understand how the miost
important thing. even in the
case of war, is fo find some
wary Tar all the men invalved
b swe face, IF weould almaos)
be fummy how childish they
are, excepd that these children
are runming the world—and
they have almost ruined it
Al these rules of face-saving
are hard on women, When a
woman challenges a man, il's
nat enough for him o prove
she’s wrong. To save face, he
has to annihilate her

Tht fear of rape, as men
have knowmn for wears, is
just as effestive as the real
thing. The woman is scared
1o liwe alone, scared to go
maces by herself, scared of
the dark, always locking ower
her shoulder, waking wp al
the least sound in the middle
of the might. She is perpetual-
ly distracted, self-conscious,
subvverted, terrorized. She
might just as well have been
raped, which of course is the
whole point.

In my little cell in Rowen,
surrounded by my five

a1
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puards, the atmosphere of
rape was suffocating. And it
had nothing fo do with sex It
had to do with degradation.
They wanted to make me
despise myself. | chose to
despise them imstead.

et me tell vou about my

Irial. | had tweo judges,
bweo officers of the court, three
nofaries, and an usher fo
escorl me back and farth fram
my cell...and thirty-hwo doc
tors of theslogy, sixteen bach-
elors of theology, four doctors
of civil rights, seven men
with special licenses, five doc-
fors of canon law, fifteen men
with licenses in camen Bw,
seven medical doctors, seven
masters of arts, sixteen assis-
ltants and expert wilnesses,
twenty-three priests, five bish-
ops, three abbots—and a car-
dinal, in a pear tree, Adter all,
you can't be loo careful with
threse Eeenage girls,

hile they were reading

my sentence, | broke
dowwn and confessed. |
renounced my voices and
promised 1o wear 4 dress,
‘Whal happens bo women

32

wien wee finally do break—
which s usually affer almost
superhiuman sufferingl Do we
et a reprieve! Are we
released. forgiven! Does the
toriure sfop, the pressure let
upl | have seem all kinds of
weomen give in in all kinds of
ways: 1o harassment, fo guilt,
bo sex, 1o dlriegs, te alcohol, o
recrlal illmess. And in every
gingle instance—listen to
rvel—the abuse increapes.
There is no mercy far wemen,
because our crime is our gen-
der. We have fo fight.

S0 | confessed, And, like
mosh women, | expected some
reweard For surrendering
ryself, for betraying my woic-
es. for denying my purpase,
for sellimg out every single
scrap of my integrity. | expect-
ed to be moved to a church
prison where there would be
other women prisoners and
women aftendants, But that
didn't happen. They fook me
back to my old cell, back o
my five guards, Only now |
had to wear a dress,

ied to that stake, watch-

ing the fire come doser
and closer, | realized that God
the Father was a lic.
He's an ihvenlion of
the good old boys to
cover their tracks and
their asses, [ realized
that the closest | had
ever come fo any real
sense of spiribuality
was alone with my
waloes, of in the com-
pany of sifer womsen.

I realized whal a

fool | had been 1o
wiaste my Lime
CROTIITIE S0aME AT
kirg. as if he had
some divine right to
rule. | realized what
a fool | had been for
frusting a church run
by men whe anly

Spotlight on
the Playwright

This Jloan of Arc is o far cry from the eroticized and ideal-
ized Joan of Anouihl or Shaw,” writes Carolyn Gage in an
introduction te her sward-winning play. “This loan, like
the historical one, is a teenager, a runaway from an alco-
holic home with an incestuous father, a girl with severe
cating disorders, and a lesbian.” Replacing “the myth of a
feminine, simple-minded peasant girl,” Gage portrays Joan
a5 “the cross-dressing butch with the smart mouth’—"4
charadler conspicusis in her absence from heleropatriarchal
theatre: the angry young waman.”

Crape is a radical lesbian-feminist plavswright anad direc-
for and the recipient of numerous literary Fellowships, most
nolably the Oregon Book Awwards, the stale's most presti-
gious. From 19489 fo 1991 she was artistic director of Mo
To Men, a radical lesbian theater company in Ashland,
Owegon. In two years it produced 19 plays, including ten
one-acts, bewo musicals, and 4 one-woman show—all by
Coge, In addition to running the theater, Crage performmed
The Second Coming of Jpan of Arc on national tewr

In persomn, the 42-yearold Gape dashes off rowgh drafts
af thaughts that sometimes whir past brains not as quick as
keers. Like other writers who tweak heteropatriarchal cul-
fure through theater—such as Tomy Kushner (Angels in
Amerigal and Caryl Churchill (Tep Girlsl—CGage often
throws historical and invented characters tegether into a
palitically charged face-off, Her theatrics are as daring and
ber characlers as richly imagined [if net more sof, but her
umgentimenlal radical feminigm gels her apart,

It takes a EG-page catalog to summarize 1he stunning
range of scripts that Gage, a Dvamatists Cuild member, has
writhen over the past 12 years. A new collection, The Sec
ond Coming of loan of Arc and Other Plays [$11.50), and

an audiecassette of Cage as Joan (%10) are available from

HerBoaks, PO Box 7467, Santa Cruz, CA 95041,

worshiped themselves and
cach ofher | realized what a
foed | had been to lead one
army of men out against
another, az if it could make
any possible difference which
gide won. And | realized
whtal a foel | had been fo
believe | would be saved
From the actions of men by a
god they bad created in their
own image.

Cooed the Father was a lie
then amd is a lie nowe. and all

the klerarchies modeled after
him—the governments, the
armies, the churches, the cor-
porations, the familiesl—are
illegitimate. W will not con-
vert them, They will martyr
s, i it

We must fight for our owm
CAUSES, WOITCTI'S causes, Wle
must clothie ourselves im 2elf-
respect, amm ourselves wilh
our finely tempered rage, and
obey only thoze voices that
we witnest dlane can hear. #
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we made
i Her

tmage?

W do not believe the patriarchal moadel is
the only way vo do church. W beliewe that the
Christian chusch comtaing within v history and

possibilities the threads of incluswon and
reconciliation, wholestess and nmtualiey”

The Re-lmagining Steering Commitiee,

mermorandum, 1994

E APPROACH THE DOOBRWAY aie by
ane, drawn by the slow, steady bear of a
drum and the adal whoost: of a rainstck. |

enter, passng between two lines of women and men,
their hands wplifted in benediction, their woices raised
n song;

Biess ."inlliﬂ.u'u."!.]rmm the eéeion s

Shrare rhe wirdom Sdveeliing desp cidthin

.‘:inphu. or Wisdom, is ane of 1Ny manes

for the divine, echoing down the centuries
from Hellenistic sources 1o the Bible. " Ari-
sam, artificer, master builder,” the book of

“No comparable
beresy bas
appeared i Hhe

by wanmen {government, business, and academia come
v mind). But Be-lmagiming stands for mere than
raken peclesion m esasting hierarchiss—and far more
than a parriarchal God b drag.

Emphatically a grassroos movement, Re-lmaganing
fosters emerging Christian theologies=—call them fem-
nest, Wananist, or |||u__|'rr|-:|'a—gr{:-u|'||:h_-d in lived CHpE-
reence as well as innovative re.h'!ingx aof craditiamal
iowirees such ai the Bible. |.'I.II'Id:-II:I1=:I'.1‘.I]I'!.'. ILe-[m:Eiﬂ-
ing imssts on the equal authoriey of men and
wiomnenr—inany kinds of women—o shape and inter-
pret religious symbols and vexe ina spant of hberaton.

This creative progess, the making of theologles, 13
nat merely an esoteric exercise, as antifeminist Chris-
tians are well aware, The imagery and rituals, social
organization, and political agenda of the insti-
tutional church depend, at least in part, on
foundational belicfs that all too often relegate
women to second-class status, Ab isue, on 2
visceral level, are the haerarchy of gender, the

Proverbs calls hee, “ever at play everywhere in y ,.'r ; I&E f imphcit masculmity of God, and the normative

the world™(8:30-31). Said to have been pre-  CRULACE el @l rans of mascobnary nsell

sent when the world wis made, Sophia also ﬁ-\.&ff" [..._.”!“rf:f,‘h‘-' The immediate origins of this i.l:!l.l.rgl.‘l:ll:

antmates the Re-Tmagining Commuonity, an @ - movement go back at least to 1985, when
-RETIRED BEHOP ESRLHUKT.  farinists from around the werld mer in Mairo-

independent, ecumemical organization of
Christan feminists whose stated missson s “to
seek _il:-:.‘ri{i:, honor creation, and call che
Church into solidarity wath all people of
G

Whars at stake in Fe-lmagining goes deep-
er than the ordination of women and the use
of nonsexist language in church services
{although many a congregation is stll strug-
gling with those very issues). Cracking the
stained glass ceiling is arduous enough, just as
in other ingtitutions run by men and served
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selening bo “Sopiia,” Linflsd
Wiethordisl Conprass on Evanpelsm.

Janeany 1924

e

by

Low Ann
Matossian

bi tor celebrate the United Manons Decade for
Women. Contnuing the unfinished work of
that  conference, the World Council of
Churches  mitiated % own  “Ecumenical
[ecade: Churches in Solidaney with Women"
[(TURE-Y98) to elhminate discriminatery teach

ing: and prachices. At the |1.l.|'|'w:.1..- point, in
Movernber 1993, the fart B e-lmagining con-
ference broughe to Minneapolis about 2,200
participants, members of 32 Christan denomi-
maticais, froan 49 states and 27 countrics.
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Hill, the
L :'-||fx MERCe COOTOINacGT, man thiam
63, KK brochures were distribated
worldwide—three fourths of them
upon r|.'-.||:|'-l:
ering spread by word of mouth

A :'-|1|'.||F e Hoew, Sally [

a5 miews of th gathn

CHIAY, A% 1 1MIY a year agm, |

find mysell msicle a largs

conference room at the Min-
neapedis Comvention Center, a sleek,
|:'\.I.'\.. |l.||g q_q.'il"l'ilq_"\ 1h]a] :'l'._' anibthieTm
l_"'_i!_'\_ql' of doswntoasy, &1 the center of
CUr sanciuary # a raised circular das
[ I"H.'H.l..'l:;' |_:'.' FATHE; ENC I 1% Mo .I|I.|II
N TrosEs, o |:I-\.IIII'-:'\- on the |.'l.|r|.-.
uiral walls, The mood 15 warm

d |rvely as the parbapants—irsodl
Iv white wonmen over thirny—greel
aore ancther. We find our way oo the
round
!.n.':-l'l'll'll-:ll|.:|. ||'||'h-c'|i-l_-|~q;||-\.|-c'l artises’

banguet  sables, choesing
or Iragrance-frees There are no bad
seams in this house, At once like the
Michigan music testival and a Man
nescota church basement, it fecls like
fanuliar termtory: wornen's space,

A few opeming chords on the
||||.||

|l| 110 ||||_| (TREg |1g'HII'I it I[.II ‘
African-Amer kan spirim
Lilwe @ fre r'.'.'ln'l i |'.'|' [

BT

e shall mor e moed
Hoeoar mary times and p|.|n.'-- have |
sung thess strengthening waords, a4 a
unlan onganizer, ab prochaice rallies,
at Take Back the Might. I reach back
-..:{I\'l.l'l [|'|-_' AT [ My |_;r.||:;,1|'||||l|'||_'|_

i | bl |I'.'.:|'H.|.l.'.! Chi i'\-|||.l|| ancialist II'|.L|

femanst, whe st told me aboaet the
civil righe: movemene and the Fev
Lr. Martin Lucher King. Ir. And [ remember, as a
child 1 Washington, 10, singing hymns next to my
mather at St Stephen and the Incarnation, a polstical
Iy progressive Episcopal church that stood for black
civil mights and peace in Vietnam

O this Saturday morning, Ocieber 29, prde and
mere than & hine of defiance ssay with me as cochairs
'ﬂll'\:\: H._l:.' "iullfl'l’ and |'L|_"\. Foavt hi "I,I_I"-\.ll'l Pebahle '.-\.l_"|-

come the 470 partLcipants oo this anniversary event, the

first regnonal conterenice -.|'-'-|'|':-.|:'-.-d h:. the .".-"I'.-|'||||.-||'-:--
lfis-bazed Be-Tnugiming Communihe *We beheve the
Sparit 15 with s today”™ Boev. Mahle announces, “and
that God has no problem with our re-mmagining™
Laughter and applasse npple through the room
Consdening the severity of antifeminist backlash
agartsl the Me-lmagimng movement, it & something
of a mimele to be here at all. Druring the past vear,
armid debare charscrerized as "murderous” by the Min=
neapols Sk Trebine, comervative Chrstans in polin-
cally moderate denormmations bave attacked their cwn
clergywomen and leaders who supported the onginal,
international Fe-lmagrmng conference m 1993,

es

0 (G}

Ome casnaley of the witch-hunt was Mary Ann
Lumdy, the former LS, cochair of the Wodd Councill of
Churches Ecomenical Drecade and, unul last year, the
assocuvte director of the I':'l-q,'\-\.ll:\.'l:l;rur| Creneral ,:Jl.11|,';1||:||'\_».'.
||.|r|-.|':.' was forced our of thiat st becawse she had
werved as director of the |"!|'-\.|'|:.!.'r|_'_|| Wamen's Uit
when at recommendsd that funds be granted to launch
Re-lmagmmung (whach subsequently recemved more than
FT0000 from Presbyrerian church sources).

Lezhians opendy ook Pare in L Imagining, in
ke i with the orgamzers’ wish "o create a safe
Spado where |I|I| |'||'l\.'-|'\l||' v ld engage freely 1 dia-
logue” Predictably, the presence of leshians was used
as a dhvide-and-conquer political strateiry. The women
of Re-Imagining were also charged with “goddes
worship™ and '-.|q.-|:rn'.'||1; the Church” Incensed, T
Presbptenian Layman railed in s Janwarys Febhruary
19 ssue

Dreclaring tivein

"

'II'.'l!-"l"'-' i he poddess © .""'\::ll-.llllul.
ticipands ety ted their dictons el eyl aomn-

ol 4 1
e Hrewnes of diy

feralded o mare midical |._-.-.-|.,'.|. ;

firys fiestead, they

Ehes it il HE I I|||.'| -
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tiorsal Cleristion firich, adopring pagan belicfs, rejecting

_,rf.':lr-'!'-d'ﬁ-'lﬂ'l'l';r' amd his afosicment on the CFIES, rrmrj'r?g

i godlfdess) in their own image, end afirming lesbian

dove-amaking were wgureiay sonfereace themes

[ the United Methodst Chuarch, meanwhile, Joyee
D Sohl, deputy general secretary of the Women's
Dhvaston, was targeted by a postcard campaign because
members of the Women Division had received finan-
cial aid to attend Re-lmagining in 1993, Discribuced
by Caood News, 2 congervative Methodise publication,
the preprinted postcards addresed to Sohl called on
the Women's Division to “repudiate the conference’s
radical teachings, make a public apology o the
church, and promise no further mvolvement i sinulas
womanist/ Fernimist/lesbian gatherings”

COORDIMNG TO Hamline University reli-
Aﬁinn professor Buita Makashima Brock, author
€ Jowrneys by Hearr; A Chebstolegy of Eroric
Powrer (Crossroad, 19EE), artacks on feminist thealo-
gians are nothing new. In recent years, “one scholar
had her car firehambed, and others have had threaes
an therr lives” she told the Sear Tribene. After Brock
appeared on ABC-TV's Miphtfine to discuss Be-lmag-
intng, telephone harassment against her was 5o severe
that the uniwrsi!}' 'b-:EJ.n H.'I.'EEI'IiﬂH her calls.
Taday, Fom the central das, Brock lectures

on God and gender, prvoting slowly so 2 1o "
address all corners of the room. She wells of a £ ire

minister’s wife, a feminist, who was disturbed

tuality, 2 leshian-Feminist—"the devil incarmanz,” T sum
up with a seli-conscious lugh,

O this day, as a year zgo, we don'® just talk at Pe-
]THJ.HIHLDE. Circle-da NCINg arou nd the tables fesls
good after intense conversation. 8¢ the arosss’ table,
drowmngs ke shape. Breaking bread cogether, we
homor the women whose daily labor feeds the world,
Berween prﬂcnt:timﬁ we 5INg;:

Frora my motherls aomb and grandmodrer’s tangee

I iraae heard may navne, been given my song

itk theer tlood ard their beanty I e groum stvemp

otk thae fire of bove and sape Tl sting an

These words bring tears oo my eyes. When [ look
up again, there o oy surprise is one of the fondamen-
talist women, offering comfore. We ralk for a whils
about homophobia and families, 1 tell her I'm
imipressed by her determination to find owt about He-
Imagmiing: for herself,

She respands with a sidelong grin. At home, she
savs, both her Methodist pastor and the bishop, a
weman, had tried o curb discwssion abowt the 1993
conference, though both were in sympathy with i
anmis. Loose falk abour Re-Imagining by peopls who
weren't there would cause dissension, they told her,
But why not talk about it? she wonders. “"We weren't
at the Sermon on the Mouwnt eithed"™ she 'P-n'inh ok,

and how many tmes had they talked about
tint?

1 ask her what she thinks of feminism. “To
me, [EMinism means wWomsn are important,

by the phrase "God the Mother” Would a Wwamen i your and issues related to women are importang,”

divine mother have allowed her child to be

she repliss. “I'm not anti-male,

crugified? rhe woman woendersd. And whar t}?!&gﬂ.‘ w?dlé h&ﬂ' When the last presentatzon has ended, and

did that suggess aboue fatherhood?
In blocking women’s ordination, Brock

tired particrpants are filing out m eewos and
"E"ﬂ'f ﬁﬁmﬂ f!fﬂ-ﬂ.f‘ threes, Lucille Goodwyne, 55, a natiooal Pres-

ATEUES, it is church awthorities, not fermmsts, Wm&e{ we FI-"E |'.l'|-'|:|:r:ia||. advocate of lesbian and gAY ordina-

who hawve mads= _l:su;' rrm::ullni.l::,r "a .-q,r.rnh-u-|

o, puts the conference in perspective. Like

of power and exclusion” Candidates for the ﬁ?;m e rew fgl} the fundamentalist woman, Goodeyne sees

priesthood need nat share any other of Jesus’

Re-lmagining & an opportunity to affirm

characteristics—his race, his language, even L Vb nectar “that women are good,” while asking “forbid-

den questions” about Chrstlanity and s rele-

his religion (Judatsm}, Brock poines out dryly, .
“It's sorg of like my friend Maurcen wed MH’EM (NP ﬁéfg:&:’ vance to wokmen'’s [ves.

sav: “You don't have oo e ke ju:-u:: Fer LISt

“Thas 1= pohtical actaviem in the Church,

have to per like Jesus to get ordaned.” ™ The we envele a &IWﬂ she explans. “Some people don't think of the

andience roars.
Christology—helicfs about Jesus—is at the

Jesus” own question “Whao de you say that |

... Witk our warm
center of today’s program. beginning with &p@fﬂiﬂﬂ W

Church as polincal. It as political &5 anything
alie"

For the future, organizers say, the work of
Pe-loeagining will conrinuwe in locslly based

am?" [Matthew 1615, Mark B:29 Luke ,—-g-n“}?ﬂ fﬁf ll"ﬂi"f{?? study and support groups connected by a

9:200). Inflecring the question with emphasiz

newslewer, bringing together women  of

on  pow, participants suggest ther own f{,'".r,f.:f pfﬁﬂdﬂf‘m diverse views 10 exploTe Common gquestions,

answers in small-gronp discussions, called

Modest as these grassrooss efforts may appear,

“talking circles” at each rable, Persanal ﬂﬂ.‘.‘};ﬂﬂ'ﬂ.:fﬂﬂ:ﬂﬂd- they are ne less significant than the public

reflecoon B encouraged, bur agresment s mot —& FRAVER T BOPHA,

Pe-linagining gathering that provoked such

expected. friom the 13 Fe-bragising outrage and condemnation, They may well be
The ten women m my table group include Coalerence, el by Hilkda Kisske the spiritual kin of the conscimsness-raising

a Presbyterian minster, a Christian member

groups through which, a gensmoon age, LIS

of the Society of Friends (Quakers), and tW0  &wk “Coon sophs” by ke Lo Petntinism was born again,
Methodise fundamentalists who drowve clear Antwirk pEnidnd by Brgr Brikig

across the state oo “observe™ the conference
1 introduce myself as a Unitarian=Universal-
ist, a sometime practitioner of goddess spiri-
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g, Harkngnaa Wresm

Lo Aien Matesiign i g posd, feeelance writer, daed
rditor whose work fas appedrat most eecenitly 0 off
ot backs. She s m Mamicapoiiz
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Activist Wanda Mowicka worries
Poland's new constitution wil

require "protection for the vnbom.”

| ol !
| s
- - ‘\
\
g 1)

Poland’s
Mornmg After

by PEGGY SIMPSON

The I-J..'Iﬂ|||-.'i1l1:|.l -'nrrlmr rhu i hl.'lpll |"

ity prize.
MLERZINE W
and three

year-old Fe
|:lr-u|.||;.|'|r C

one that
ol that speT

e

]ail i 1!1"'|I'i.'|='r fid-

I||.|rl.'|1|1|.'|
5L, ... lsne

1 I-'I.'||.1|'|i|'|:_:._
wil when she
is it che |'|I'I|:,.'

] Ii'|.'||'||_; |_*~:.||'||p||:

Feminists Eght to

regain reproductive rights

In honcring Mowacka, the jurars ‘ho come from acad-

l'"IIII] the media, and policcal part —validated Polands

- inalized women'’s activests as credi-
Thats a !

s heem 4 Wipe T Weirs for women, at least on

ve rights iIcE =|:|llrl'|' aleer COTIITUTIST 1"-*||

- ] |..1.P Hafe I-""-'I:’."-"-"‘ at com
Euage Nk 1w conskibution, as
ity Limion, Solidarity, meantome, has
church; in 15990, the union murzled 111l:'|1||||"| 5 wha defie ..1
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the amion’s crusade to make abortion illegal,

Mowicka, a former language teacher, is a leader of the
grassreots movenment o Aghe back. ol bst summer’s UN
pl.}'pl.:lht-ltll'l and Dl."l.'l.']i.'l-'l.'\-|1'u,'-|'|l; Cq‘:.ul-l:n:r"_'-; in E'_.”-u. whien
she mads news in Poland and abroad by warning delesines
oot o expect the Vatican s compromize on ,,_.!_..mdu}:,.ﬁ_.
msswes such as fﬁﬂ!]’.‘ll.‘l:'[!lfi-l_‘ll‘l and abasrtion, she was known
mosly to insiders. Depury Barbara Labuda, head of the Par-
hiamentary Caucus on Women's lssues and the nation’s most
vinble aborton-righes defender, says she “fought like 2
tiger” for Mowicka e get the award,

Omie quror who was persuaded wis Fopchard Holzer, a top
editor at 2 Warsaw daily newspaper, Super Exprecs: * Family
planrung and abortion are crucial ssues in Poland. The polls
show thae the majority of people oppose the anti-abortion
law. What we did was show the public this person wha is
fighting that law. This is not an anti-church or pro-church
position. We didn't calk abour the church. We said this is 3
pood waornan.”

Consciousness-Raising
Can’t Begin at the Top
he struggles women in Poland are
having are a lesson in the dangers of
top-dirarn equal righes. In the pas,
“equality” was an official policy of
the Communist parny alshough many
now say 1t was more rhetoric than
I'I!'II.'IIT' .'Ind MEveT Ei'r'\!' WOI=T rE'.II
ower. Women emerged from com-
manism with mnimal political cdowt an either the Commu-
nist parties or the Sohidarty parties, where women had
plaved a pivotal part in keeping underground Solidarivy
atloat, Women also em d saddled wath the same formida-
ble work fanuly burdens thev'd swrestled wath before—and
with no conversatons among themselves (ler alenes wath
their hushands or as pubhc debates) about burden-sharing.

In 1990 amad 1997, few Poleb women wanted anything to
do with anything connected wath the “women'’s movement”
Like women in many parts of Eaxstern Europe and the former
Sowier Lnion, they sssociated it with communist mantpula-
tion of the people. and they knew it didnT bring equality.

[c was an awful time for a learning curve, Bac there was
M0 W1V 10 JUIMpP-SErt a grasmools womens movement from
the top. Nor could it be done by outsiders, although their
help can be valuable, It has to be done by insiders who
know what 35 viable and when. That foundation i beag lad
eaday, brick by brick.

“What we have been going through is the necesary
process of germng conscipusness about womens ssues an
general,” Nowicka says. Western feminists foughe for ther
equaliny, bue “we took it for granted.” Nowicka explains. "I
you forget about communism- and forget how limating 1
was—the fact that we got so much, so easly, had a paralyzing
effiecr: that there 15 no need o fight for anything more, thag
we are equal” She grew up in the ke 19705, never doubting
that she wis equal to her brother, “There were so many
appearances of equality, like the possibilivy of work, access to
the university, being a professional. Many worien around
me made careers. It was only very tecently that 1 realized
very few women could get far in terms of their career”

The wake-up call for Polish women, she says, was the colli-
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son on repreductive vighes (e Te Heodooids Tk, Polish
Seyle, po 2490: More women now realize that “what was casly
wiven can be emstly mken sway, so noaw is the time o ayisgsle,
e strengthen ourselves, to meohilize. | oruly believe thar even-
rually wie wall win. But I'm afrasd it may cake vears”

An Unlikely Revolutionary

—

owicka doein’t look the pare of 2
revolutionary. She has a rachant smule
and dresses wath saimple clegance.
She cvercame shyness o become a
strong public speaker, bur sl ducks
her head when Pr.':imu_'l. f_‘.lri.ginall'!,'
she wa: s.l:ud':.'l.ng ta be a Greek and
Latm scholar when, at 22, 0 her par-
cins’ dismay, she marcied phalosopher Swaatoslaw Mowicki
She became a Latn teacher mstead and spent most of the
L 9B rearing three sons, not as 3 Solidaney actriy rskang
Jail or warse i the manelows confrontatien wath the
Commanests,

Mowicka dates her firse political action to poll-warching
i the 1984 elections that Solidanty boveosed o make sure
vater turnout figures weren't inflated. Taking her son Florian
ina SI.T-l‘.'llJl:T. chie watched a mua.‘l.|'|.' dezerted election center
for hours—then belted swhen a Party afficial began o ask
why she was there and o demand her [E

When the Solidarivy government weok over in mad- 154,
Mowicka was Fecused on parents” moves 1o improve educa-
teom. She wasn't Fn::-lil:ir.ﬂ in the |.ITE¢|' semse. 1 hat rhmgtd
when the first Solidaricy government announced in August
1990, swwhen most people were on vacation, that religion
chiges would be put back into public schoals weeks laver. At
the ume, she had pot begun theee years of waching English
i 4 parent-contralled high schoaol,

Blosricka hrlpu:\.:l srart Mewsrom, a Eroup :ad-.w:rring_ Repa-
ration of church and stare, which monitared complaines
bath from parents whose cheldren were ostracized 1f they
weren't in relygion school, and from these whe were manip-
ulated if their childnen were. For example, the Friday betore
the first free 'P-l.l.'lil.l:ll.!ﬂl.l.r!" electicns in 199, some priem
sent hoane mames of approved candidaces and told firs-
graders they wouldin't ger First Communien if their parents
dadin’t back the church ricker, Earlier thar vear Menmum had
expanded it agenda when anti-abortion laws were pro-
posed. Thar's slen Mowicka met wamen from the Polish
Feivuiiist Assaciation (FFA). It was 3 urning poant fosr her.

The PFA proposed her, rather than one of their own, for a
surnmer 1991 political rraming workshop i Washington,
.C., sponsered by Catholics for a Free Chowce, Mowiacka,
whio had besn ba;ln:r.-d. a5 a Catholic, wanted to act on her
u;"_gm—-,]n.d WIEN T 25 exhawsted 2% the PFA veterang, mecalls
ex-PFA acrivise Barbara Pomorika, now Mew Zealand's
h.;'_-.unr.]r!,: connse] and trade TEpresentative m WErarn

She came back energized, and m late 19%%1 Meutrum
helped found the nine-group Federation for Women and
F;mi_ly 3|'-'|.;||'||11:13, Mowicka became 1= pTEh-irJ.t‘lH in 1992,
The nexr WEAT, she left I:=.1.|.'|.1|n_|.'; to wnrh pul’l-l‘il:r'll'_" at the
Federstion, In 1994, she n:*n_gned froam 1t board o tke the
newly created job of executve director,

Unlike many Polish women, Mowicka has had her famly
srromgly behind her growing involvement. Her hushand
works out of their home, translating the German philoso-
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phir Hisgel anto Polsh, and does much of the shoppang and
cookmg. “ My hshand is noe g radicienal Palish man wath
these |.1.:|:|:un']1.,|.| -:;-.'|1|.'-.'r.ari4,:||1n. He understands because 'm
autude -.'lmnt: this sort n:l-l"jnh amd he works a2t home, that
humel‘.-nd':.' msst do chis work. He's really NETY SUPpOTEve,
now that he realizes 1'm really busy and oired, and he takes
on miore than he used ) she s All three sons—Floran,
now 14, Michal, 12, and Timeteusz, W—conk, with special-
tres such as SOLPS oF huh::ln__q. “And we cook I:|:|HE'I:|:":I. W e
also ok fussy about ths” 54YE Mowicka. Her hushand and
s hawe gven her a secure cmobonal base friom which to
tackle the extraordinarily ditheult job of tying together
Palands polarizsd and fragmented ssomen’s commmmity.

Building Coalitions out of Mistrust

= iuu‘ling CHSINITICHY l_r.rnum:l after decades
of political polarzstion and distrust ic
a problem many grassronts groups n
the former Soviet blow muast tackle.
The Federation 15 one of the few
organizations that has suceeeded n
germing ald and new policical groups
i toowork in tandem. Members besides
Mewtrum include the Solidarity-based PFA: Pro Femina, a
grassroeds feminist group of women aonce linked 1o che
L omimimis: party; the Polish Wamens Le.:.guc {the former
afficial Communist parky asseciation); the YW CA; and the
exitig affilate of Incernational Plinnwed Parenthood Feder
aroi, called TR,

Mowicka wers moch of the credic for brokering thas
arrangement, Mowicka's “personal skills, . and diplomacy™
were aisets in the Federations success in |1|1I|::|ng S.:l-li.d.irir!,-
groups “and old groups like the Women's League, which,
because of its commumist past, was not really ‘accepted,” ™
says lawyer Ursrula Mowakowska, who 2 starting an office
tor memitor poboes affecting woimen, modeled after the
Twi-way |:|n]-:.1._|{ﬂ she saw i the LS ﬂu-llgn:'u on i
1945304 fellowship sponsored by the Wormens Rescarch
and Educarsonal Insticune

Mowickas apolitical profile ako helped, poine our Malgo-
reata Halaba, a former Fasssian-Polish translator now work-
ng on a masters in bumnes adminstranon. “First of all, she
didn't have any political past. She was not a controversial
person. She also s not a persan whao evokes conthet, but
sornehaedy wha rather solves conflicns.

“Wanda 1 a person who can pick wp whar i most simpor-
tant to evervbody and por i together. She doean’ ke sides,
She'w able o see the glabal picture” save Halaba, who i
Mewrrum’s person on the hoard, “What makes her sffective
15 that she% not emotional but she knows what she wanits,
She dossn't make a ot of fuss abowe at, she just does it She's
alss & brave PETscm, She’s not alitad to el whae she chinks:
It one I.'|'Li|'|l_F| I Sy 1nr|1.-|:|:]1i:r|.|:|; amaong your friends and
quite another to <ay this at an international conference hike
[ ] s

Making decisions and making them suck, wathout one
group or anather having second thoughe a week laer, has
been a serious problem. The was rooted partly in the nola-
tion from what outsaders :||:|_|.'.|'|l think are routine "Pobert's
rubss” processes of runming 3 meeting, But not making dea
sicns was characteristic of the pat system. There was an
mtrimse asumphon thar “information is power, 5o loard 11"

fikid

rather than the operative premise for grassroots Grganizing:
that "nforeanon 15 power, so shavre i

Mowicka has shown that sharing nformation  can
strenggthen an organization. Ome early Federabion activity
that has paid off is 2 hotline see up in 1992 o get and give
mformation. That helps the nerwork moniter on-the-
ground realities of every aspect of legal and illegal abortions.
Mew services include sex educanon programs in two dozen
ar w0 sehoals ourside of Waraw, I:'t'ELIII' lare this summer,
andl traioing programs for their eeachers,

Early supporr—baoth finaneial and in workshops where
experns from Ireland or the United States were brougght in as
political-training resources—came from Catholics for a Free
Chaice and [PPE The Federation also cospensored a wark-
ing couference with Morways Equal Srans Council an
shaping laws and enforcement mechanismes o guanntee
women s righes, and 3 subsequent one with Norwegian
experts and Polsh nurses who teach sex-ed classes, And fel-
kowships o study ouside Poland have also helped both
MNowicka and attorney Mowakowska gain the perspective
that let them create change. Bur ir's also imporeant to note
that the geaerosity of surraged teminists o the rest of the
wiorld can be a mixed blessing for groups ke the Federa-
rion. Unselicired gifts included tens of cartons of condoms
or oral contraceptives with no way to dsmibute them o
users, and roomfuls of comic books on sex For Palsh
teenagers, which got high marks for cander and humer but
still svere hard oo @ee Lo teens,

The Future

here is o far more sophistecated grass-
PO WOk s movement here than
even & year ago. Some are Polish
atfiliates of imternational groups, such
as the Association of Universicy
Waomen and the Association of Busi-
riess and Professional Women's Clubs
(which has 200 women in seven
clubsy. An assocation of rural women entrepreneurs, direcr-
ed by Elzbicra Dec. is Women's World Bankings firse central-
European affiliare, Maria Anma Enothes Center for the
Advancement of Women is 2 major resource for training
and womens econamic initistives. Key funders and nurtug-
ers for the movement are Dhagmara Barantewska, a senior
executive of the Batory Foundation, and Joanna Regulska,
dicecter of Roussian, Central and East European Studies at
Rourgers University in Mew Brunswick, Mew Jersey a Polish
ciigrd who commutes between the United Stares and
Poland and 15 2 key hok for granes and programs abroad

And conflice has spurred |:m1:rin|,|5|:|u-::.:r:||_q|_ng amang
academics. Three weteran profesors are in the second semes-
ver of a groundbreaking gender-siadics course at Waraw
Lmiversiry: laiw professors Eleonora Ziclinska and Monika
Platek and saciology of law professor Malgorzata Fuszara,
whin also heads a research unit on women and work issues,

Meantime, MNowickas visibality has soared. After being
nemimated for the Woman of Europe award, she was inter-
viewedd on the radio and in newspapers. Her views became
well known, for the first tine, to many people. The repro-
ductive rights center also was publicized through the focus
an Wanda, And the criticnim she had levelled st che Vatican
during the Caire conference goe second-mund exposure.
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The timelight has its hazards, however. At 5 twikcay con-
ference on "women and fumily Life"” sponsored by the Pae-
lamentary Caucus on Women's Isues, held in Parliament an
Mov. 12-13, the more than 200 delegates were Leaflerted
with a petition protesting Mowicka's nomination that was
signed by 18 women, some of them well-known publec fig-
ures such as sociologist fadwiga Stanisekis. Nowicka's crin-
cism of the Vancan and of Polish-horn Pope Jolus Paul 11 ar
the Cairo population confierence was “shocking and dis-
graceful” they said.

Mowickas own inclination was co defend whar she had
saad {which sounded much harsher in cranslation from Eng-
lish to Polish) and to make sure that the contest was elear
She was criticizing the Vatican, and the pope, on s stand on
population isue such as contraception and abortion, She
was not criticizing the pope in general, especially as a fornser
Solidarity-era dussident who knew full well that the resis-
tance probably could not have succeeded if it had not been
for the protection of the church. She never made the clarifi-
cation. having been persuaded by her peers that all it would
do was make her appear on the defensve.

And thar’s not all that happened. Within a week of Mow-
icka’s being henored as Polands Woman of Europe, the
reproductive rights office began getting threatening tele-
phome calls, On Friday, Nowvember 25—Nowickas 38t
birthday—they escalated into more serious trouble. ™A man
calling himsell Mr. Markowski said he had a elephone
appoinment with ime. 1 didn'’t remember that, but when |
came to the phone he started velling at me, Yoo bicch, you
Jewy ™ she pecalls, "OF course T pur the receiver down, but
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“COhe SHanbmaid's Cale,” ewﬂézisk—@gﬁ le

fe called agan and again. Fanally, our hotline people talked
to him. We recorded the calk. We wanted 1o call the police
at thar tme, but we didnT”

They probably should have. Later thar night or early on
Saturday, the reproductive rights office was broken inte and
totally cleaned out—of two computers and printers, 1 VCR
and television, payroll money due o be paid o hotline
workers {about $3.000, and three relephones. “They didnt
Just unplug the phones and take them—they cut the wires,
1 if they would disconnect us from the world. An ordinary
robber would have just unplugged them,” says Nowicka.
Mot the least of the impact was the fact that a newly com-
puterized list contaiming names of more than 800 activases
was tiken, dloag with hundreds of other fles. Some of thar
can be replaced, but for 3 while “we're really out of busi-
ness,” says Mowicka.

Given that two Polish women had previously won the
Wornan of Europe competition, no one was surprised that
MNowicka did not win this year. Receiving the national prize
had done its job of making both her and the cause for
which she is fighting better known across Poland. The hare
mail and threatening phone call—and the barglary—are
testimaony o that. “What we wanted o do was to be
knowm,” she said. *And these are partly the costs of that. |
hope the lag ones.” #

Pegy Simpson has beesi in Polared covering the ecomomic papehode-
21 of the political charpes for the past three pears. She teacher abour
LIS, mews wedia ot Waraw Ulwiversity, and has repored on parion-
ol ecviontdcs aned pofirical mews for the Assoated Press for 30 prars,
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To Shave
or Not to Shave?

‘A MY DAY, IT ALL STARTED when vou were four-
teen...at Easter time,” she sy, pulling her long cotmon skirt
up ta her thighs and scrarching her upper lep above where
it’s socially acceptable to scratch. “You got high heels, panty-
Mg in was @ astom. §| don't know how it was handed
derorn ™ 13r. Ann Déreher leans back i her othee char and
rosses her bare begs up on the desk. She's a theater professor
at the Universigy of South Carolina (LISC) in Calumbia,
When she wears ankle socks with pumps and exposes her
hairy begs, is she just being dramaric?

Maybe. Bar she's not the only one on campus, Sure, the
HAFOFIrY -;;r'n:n'llrgr wamen, af all American womme=n, shave
their ]n,-gj and underarms. And most Ametican men shave
their faces and keep their hair short, But what about those
who dont? Hairy-legged women and bearded, hairy men.
Why would anyone want 1o step that far oue of the satas
quo? And why do w0 many of us want o aay in?

Drrehers sudents offersd her up to me &5 an interesnng
subiject for this piece, “5he doesn® shave,  she's crany” one
21-year-old male rold me, “But don't tell her | sent you™
Somee students Gnd her hairimess di!.g:s:mﬂ. White men are
I,:|5|.I.?||I':| "_gmrﬁnd oot h',.- 1L, sys Direher, whio 13 wohate. “Sie-
dents have told me, “When [ sw you didn'’t shave, | knew
you were a heavy femanest. ™

Weell, Deeher does have 3 bumper sticker on ber office
door thar aeys “War is Menstroaton Emvy” but she's nos the
only one who's not shaving, Socielogy junior Amy Potthast,
il C.._rr|a_-5ir-|'-.-'|¢|i:_'||1 Ulti'.'-crr:.'ir:r' in [-':lmh:lrgh. quit s.h.'u.'l.lu:.g
her fieehman vear, COcher students have |.'|I.IH|1|.'I!1|:'I'.| hesr deci=
sion, but she won't i) rhmj:ing "‘i'i."h:.r mita ]'r:r-:li:r:m.'l.'
thing for men to shave their faces, yet unheand of for men w
‘\I'I.ﬁ'.'l.‘ under 1.|'|.Elr ATTTS O CEN l'.1'|!'.'|:|' ]LH"I J.'IHI _'|I.'Ilt =] 1.III.|:I|:JI:d
of for women not to shave in thase ]:"]al.'l.'b-:'“ she asks, ]
don't understand these arbitrary socual parterms, and once |
started oyimg o make sense of them, [ stopped shavang,

Dir. Soyani Madison, communication studiss professor,
University of Morth Caraling (LMC), Chapel Hill, quit shav-
ing when dhe sarted thinking about double standands, ©'1
din't wee amy purpose in shaving cther than to comply with
Ealse spamdards of what women should do,” she says. “Mlen
dion't shave. And s certainby not 3 matter of hygiene.”

The cultural norm is no secret. 05 proclaimed in every
magazine, on overy medel Liz Claiborme tells vs in the ads
that “legs have a language of their own.” Hers are soronth
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and mlky. Tewn magazine rells it adolescent readers what
guys like. " Girls should abways shave their legs and under
their arms,” one teen-age boy wrote in lase Auguse; “T'm not
inga the au namrel look,”

et wiomen have never let men'’s tastes determing their
hairsryles, writes “"ﬂlh‘l':.' Cooper in Hiir: Sex, Sowiery, Spiwhal-
iz, For cenmries, men have pleaded for long and looss hair,
yet for centuries women have hited i, curled it ded i back
Body hair “seems 1o be the one case in which women arg
prepared to please men, yielding o masculine whins and
demands. even when, in the past, this has meant depilacion
by quite painful methods” writes Cooper,

King Soloman s reputed to have demanded that the
queen of Sheba rermove “nature’s veil” before he would
sleep with her. The Crusaders broughe the Arabic idea of
depilation to Ewropean women, which lasted until Cather-
ime de Medict ended che tashion. [']unng thie Itahan Foenas-
sance, it was only practiced when doctors shaved hysterical
wonmen, to make the “miffocating humors of the brain™ flow
out more easihe A report from a Frenchman in 1525 states
1J1J.l Lt was L'\'_'lll.ﬂd\'."rﬂd L'I.‘L'HJ.I:It {m WOITLEN Lo .hE f'._.llll.]'.ljﬂl'.f.l'r'
shaven. But by 1545, Cnn-l:er writes, French women =|_:|F|.1=d.
a speecial pamade to their prvate parts te make the har
groaw abmormally long, so that it could be curled up hike a
mustache and decorated with colored bows.

Diecorative pubic bows? Shaving to cure hysteria? Hold
an o your hairdos, thaes just che women. Men have been
hzirier from the beginning, And while codes for wemen's
hair have remaimed |.1rj_[:~|:,.' unsrritter, mens beards and e
hair on therr heads have been subject to legistition.

ALEXANDER THE GREAT ordered his whole aroy o
e shaven, so that the enemy didn't grab their hair prioe to
curing off their heads, wrote Charles MacKay in Mewoires of
Extrivedisary Popilar Deliwrons m 1841, &+ the end of the

I Lth cenmry, the pope decreed that people with “long hair
should be excommunicated while biving and not praved for
when dead.” When the bishop of Worcester passed men with
lemg hair in the screet, he would neach out with his knife
and shice off & it of the hair. Then, holding it in their faces,
he would tell them to cue off the rest or go ta hell, In 1705
Peter the Grear of Roussia deaded that his kingdom would
be free of beards, Those who wouldn't shave were forced o
pay a tax of 100 rubles or be thrown inng prisomn.

A ME S
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b Borrnibad and Brierr 1y
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Mureggmple

These men wene shaved and
shorn at the command of
church and state, Today the
endorcernent i rvore sibile
Nos onby do we fail o under-
aand the reasoms for e shvlis
we folbow, we somerimes Gl
g see that we A I:\.:-"l_'nl. g
.|r11'r|'||1'.j_.l; The average teen
ager will mever ask ""ﬂ.-'h-:.-
chawve?", anly “When?"

Black women may not feel
as oach pressuee from nsen o
shawe as white woirmen do, e’
nof an aesthenic cither way
thar we a5 black men e
amracted to,” says D Jon
Michael Spencer, Afro-Areri-
cam stucdies proficsor st UMC

B women of all colors
whio do have second
rhnl_IEht'\. .|t‘\-\,_||_|l: 5.h.|'|.'|||l_: l_||-|_|_'r|
conclode it 55 easier o snck
with the secial norm. “If 1
were 1o grosy iy hair ou,
people would alk,” says MNC
Srage semior Lavra Portmyer
“They'd labsl me a feminazs
ar & leshiam. 'm just nor chat
secure abowur Y O -
hond "

Her iriend Bhonda Mann,
coordinater of the Women's
Cenrer ar MO Stare, says shav-
ing 1 ||F|1[ fioe her. Bur she
admires her wormen fricnds
who don't shave, “ I st be
hiberating o do sormething
chat isn't "appropriace’ like this
It a way of saying you can't

After @ wwgrdde |l

dbgiares ber r.!_l'..".-'ﬂ'
FL |'.|'|'I|_|‘| il E.El'il:']l
Raentdbal waderaent 4
riteral Bereveed &y et
P:'.'_'l':a-.".'l.'nzrh.'n.' it ,I?-:'n.'l'n.‘.
Leave Her in
y Maxos, 95
define e a5 a2 woman. 'm
defiming omysell”

P rh.jpg bair m such a volale issue for us because the T
that sprouts on our Bodies at puberty brings new evidence
that the differences between boys and girls ane not just
rumars. e do like to mark our differences: Men have short
head hair and full body hair; women e the apposite.

Though we all have varying amount: of hair i varying
places, we've deemed these particular traits “normal.” And
W .;]_-_-,p._-r,m_-]!,' wani 1o be normal. We do what we can witch
cur hewd and body hair, ooy oo wear it @ others do, and
when we SPOL ENoN th in a stramige ].'-|:|l. e—like me and my
big toe (women don't have hair there, do they God? |—we
pray o the god of hair, please leg me look normal

Dr, Glenn Chappell. of Meredith Women's College in
Raleigh, Morth Carolina, instructs women in the reputable
side of normalcy; profesaonalizm. As advser for e business
organizations, his rale of thumb is: not too far out. The 1_L|'-'-I
aof women not shaving chrows him off halance. ™A lor of 4
F‘C"-"E'I-‘ MUTIAE aresund unshaven would be quare startling,
he says. “A fernale accountant who didn't shave would create
quite a stir. If you're selling granola bars, | don’t krows...
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AH, IMAGE...object of
our obosson. We waste |afe
LR 1.~l.'-1|-.|-.'|'.|'|!.: b I'I'-lrlg.n.
will look. For American
woinenl, the mantra of hair-
|-:'-.=\.|'|;_'u il'll'lll;ji‘-\. '\-.:I|.|l\.-'i|'||_:
E1l.|hl.~; Tepinne 5o |'\IJ.IZ:!'|1|'||;
s are cuk so thar puhn' hixir
must be removed or exposed
And it ot = exposed, 1 e
urthyigene.

Thearer profsser Dncher
I_'Il"l'.\_l-_l'll_"‘ |25} |'||_'r 5.I_|_||_||_-||I'\-\. H]
seriminn against this trend of
depilating the body entine
o v vour o body,”
she warns. “ Why are you
putting depalatory an the
roat tender part of the
biody ™ For hes, a bathing
suit thar exposes her body
hamris a messsage that the
manubacburer wanes to see
the harr, and she wears the
sl acoondinghy

How does one nespond o
sich hairinesa?

Pacchast, who Roes
unshaven in Pitcshurgh, is a
friend. [ didn’® know how to
talk to her about her hair
ness, Your leg” 1 mention
eventually fafter she brings
up the subyect), “ir leoks just
fike & man’ leg” I the dif-
ference between the sexes
only who shaves® | am 22
and 1 dona’t ks my own
leg—as a real beg. 1 know i
well, chiseled and nsoismr-
ized, with the muscle
defined, femininiry defined
BEiar withiowr the ase of razors, du|:1i|.'|rnr|-\.“.. and meisturiz-
¢rs.. .| have never seen my adult |r|_;. [ am a stranger m my

The mratereal L
o<, e sirtmos

dproaiting, i
Facbel Roseralbal s
‘ |":i'_l..'-.u'¢r|";l.'er."r.

Gerrha, 977

own body. And a stranger to my own sex, umable to recag-
nize the leg of 2 natural woman.

MOST WONMEM, voung and ald, who subscribe to this
culmure’s defimoon of “woman.” feel bad about hoang body
hair. They secretly fear exposure; they glance at themselves
N private and '-.'.-'|:|:-|;u:r 1% l!'.'n.':.' p|l.|q.|'.. "'-|.I|l.'|g.' [ the l.'-|'.|'\.~'
ane with u|11||;_]||]:. hasr™

It's hair-pressure on a national scale. Yer, when we
encomnter the hary oncs, we stand silendy wondering, Per-
haps Salvador Dali had the answer. He didn™ oy o be noe-
mal. Just free. He was known for his "unsightly™ hair, Dradi
haet a musizche which, when curled, canld rse Llpv..'ll:'l.‘l [ {x]
the lewel of his evebrows. He said he used i 1o secenve mess-
sages from outer ipace. #
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These artists
understand -

by Arlene Raven ) == =

1

Two New York exhibitions take up highly contentious themes about women and work. “The Office: History, Fantasy,
and Irregular Protocols” focuses on clerical, administrative, and executive jobs. “Division of Labor: Women's Work
in Contemporary Art” at the Bronx Museum of the Arts, explores the more familiar theme of domestic toil.

through i
o Ly |'|-'. Thiss vedi
clall dastrice, employs a | v ehmmanate wasoed
COMMIrmer. |_|| |_||_||||_||| (L L} the "W fissric Al e, [alls i '.l..':l-., ||'._:. |:_|||| thie

i sEruceiuire 10 swndach

! ._"-.l'-|||||_ '|
URroan-
mient, This remak nix o an decade L

existing form has a femimist dererted. [ _'HI.-|| Noor 18

TILEFS, |l|"
T IeTs '.|!||I||.|'.-.'|'-_ -2 VL= % 0N an & rial cor

cle—aone of bamehee site wnirks Faw I:'|'|'I'|I-.|.I:' of T,

e than mwo vears A0 L that take e the antite toor, ar ollowers of |.I:_'._|._'| i S

dhiscuss their work, Thew dis- The |'|.|l. sment and ||!-:|'I ol Wi loes Tavlor, che early Wohat of rodav'’s “avepaoe”
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1, Theadaora Sl:ipitan:—.'i,
Why I She All Lit Up?

2. Judite dos Santos,
Accessibility / Tnaccecsibiliry
3. Mira Schor, Personal
Writing Software 4, Freya
Hansell, A Proper Burial
5. Mancy Barton, The
Power of a Sinpilar Vision
6. Gwenn Thomas, Night
Warkers in the Global
City: The Invisible Partwers
of the Corporate Ecomomny

Fhatmrads © B
Lt Aol sribun alorsl Ceaaecil

woman with bome, famiby,
andd a job? The dream of the
|';.”"".h—"'|‘lil'.'l:llii-l_' it all—may
have bost 1ts luster, Yet many
women are wall © z 1t all."
And the result 15
whelming,

The cen terpiece of Freya
Hansells “ A I-'n:l;:{'r Barial

ck of paper that rises

TEEVEF |_‘||'|| i

On the Home Front
i the “Divisieon of Labor™
exhibdr, “divesion™ s ot 2

boundary, “Thyi-

[04] grndrr AN
temale cfbor

works from the
and "Hls.
Ann Hamalto

the ghs
"he FPY honasewife™ F
The marerial namre

women's work in this home s
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subject matter of Wornan-
howse means howsework, But
the prepatatian of the envi-
ronmient challenged gender-
defined stereotypcs aridd

reflected in che means and
resources chosen for arbworks

1. Leora Barish, Recepionist Wanted
2. Brenda Mielson, The Comer Office
3 ]-{.a_':.' Hines, The Muzenn |:l:|"1'_!'|fi'i'r'|' il e

cavgrspha sy of L BMapbora Culinrd £laerad

g}

that partray the craft and the
drudsery of carry g out
these labor-intensive tasks

[ile amd wallpaper are
ernploved by foyee Kozlofl m
her public mstallations. Enuna
Aanios borders her pantings
with batk and sweavimg, O
tain rods aed frimge ane cani-
o flage materaals i Marsa
Hermandez" duplays. Gay
oS ':.||| AL |_|||'\-|1||.|| |'\II||.'|I
is ks of skillers, The teet by
_||.~'.'|'|.' Scour. that bravely walk
ditheult paths, are headed.
Faith Rngsrold paints, dyes,
and pacces fabracs that well a
spory abanr Alrican-Ameri-
cars in 1973 ghar coxldn’,
then. be tead in miost books

The |:-Iu|'|rn||'| underside of
the |1.:||.'-p'.' face homenaker is
the unstated, ver starthng, sub
Ject of Bom Smath’s 1968
“ Kot Baby Kic” You can
make a baly according 1o
your worst mightiares
Encephalicie swallen head
Ml ewes, nose, maitth, or ears
A cross=shtched message on
the infant's garment; * The
Baby Is Dhead™

Four preces from Worman-
woiase are peconstructed
here—Judy Chicagas's “Men-
strpacion Bathroom,” Beth
Bachemheimers “Shoe Clos-
er, Miriam Schapiro and
Sherry Brody: “The Doll
house,” and Farth Wildinas
“Womb Fooom” These works
occupied rooms nan oniginal
st thar ransformed an adban-
doned resadence at 553 Man-
|'\-q,h| SIFEET iR |_‘|||'n.||l'|:'\.'. i LS
-ﬁ.nguh'-: it g vision of the
witld of a !1'_.'p|'|r|'u,'|:'u_'.'|l
housewnfe, Creared in anly
six weeks, Wamanhouse was
apen to the F-u.l'hll.-.' bepween
January S0 and February 24
1972, Audiences wen: posaa
bly the Largest ever drawn toa
mostly student project outade
af a gallery or museum. The
first =elf-defined collaboratve
fermmise art, Womanhouse was
t have Gar-reaching vesibaley
and nmational tnpact,

“Women's work'" as the

5]

defimitions of labor. From
F'I 1 |11h||:-g| to pamting, rl:pu.il:-
g and restorm the house as
an independent exhibition
space as well as a work of ant
was @ wital component 1w a
coprse of sudy deagned o
Bild students' skalks.

We can better sense the
irory of “AMensruatson Darh-
roam’ when we know it
means of construction, a5 a
three-dimensonal -\.'l."lln:l!.':l' of
santtary products 0 a pristuse
white surrownd, as well as s
deconstruction of its subjece

The “unknowalbde onstery™
of woman=—she who bleeds
bur does not die—is seen as
the wnseeable, behand ﬁ:.nq.'.
sterile mionze,

A lasting legacy of the col-
Lboracion thar created Wom-
anhionze 35 the model of com-
nrumicy i tispired. Mirzam
"iw.'|'l-i|‘-lr-='l conrinues her -JJuh'.l;_:
with ather artisis of the pre-
sene and past by mcludinag
their images within her own
oepvre, Her invention of
“femmage” (o fermmine
inflection of q.-::-||.u.‘_'_\.=: asa
wiorking method and soroc-
CLIEE EVOES  Famirmed an page 55
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WOMEN & GENDER IM ISLAM:
HISTORICAL ROOTS OF A MODERM
DEBATE
| by Lella Ahemed (Yale University Press, Mew
| Haven, $15.00 papertack)

=

PRICE OF HOMOR:

MUSLIM WOMEN LIFT THE VEIL OF
SILEMCE OM THE ISLAMIC WORLD

by lan Goodwin (Linke, Brown & Co.,
Boston, §22.95 hardcmeer)

MINE PARTS OF DESIRE: THE HIDDEN
WORLD OF ISLAMIC WOMEN

by Geraldine Brooks (Doubleday & Co.,
Bew Yok, 2285 hasdcover)
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BY MARTHA SHELLEY

i ere lucky we were born
here!™ s the SIaE e-
sponde | ger when | sy

Fm reading about women m the ls-
lamic waorld . Wer during most of the laste
CETEUTY, a1 AMETICAN WOrman's wages
belonged 1o her husband, while a bus-
him wate had che right 1o conmmal her
CWTL EATTITLES. In l:en-.-r:l. AmeErican
women had fewer guaranteed righes
than their Muilim counterparts. Whar
happened w change the balance?

Ploreaver, in the global village, b
i r.J[.l:ll.‘lE:.- '|.=-|.'l.'-:‘:-|:|:|i||.5 heve Dilam 1% the
Fastesr growing religion in the sogld
gied i the Uimived Scates. the lacrer due
to both conversions and the fermlicy
patterns of immigranes from Islamic
countries.  Last ﬂ'ugu-:l:. the Watican
joined Muoslim fundamentalists 1 op-
posing women s reproductive righis at
thie LLM, Populaton and Devclopinent
Conterence nn Cairo, LS, soldiers,
male and female, are back in the Persian
Caulf defending o Kowsiri regime thar
still demsies woammen the right o wote,

Aayone concerned abous the funere
of feminism needs vo understand the
[slarme religious revival, Fortunately,
somee excellent books are svailable. The
best starting point i Leila Ahneds
s dmid Goemiter i fslim, Extensavely
researched, brilliantly and  elegantly
written, it offers 2 brief history of
women in the Middle East from Me
olichic times to the present, and pro
vades 1:14.!i:-pl.‘|:'~r|.'l|-‘ l'!-.h'ki'.;:ruu:nﬂ for
ather works on the subject.

Ahmed begins with evidence that an
cient Middle Bastern women held fa
vored, even privileged positons i soc-
ety and that the dominane pre-lslamic
religions mobad worship of 2 mother
goddess. The long. slow decline in
woanens status paralleled the rse of
urban  stapes and  warrior  culiures
Women's reproductave capaciny became

an assey thar enabled communities e
INCTEase r|'l|_'|| |_'|-\,:-P||.|.|I;||:|r| .\,||'||_:| l|I_|E|'|'||_'||I
the labor Farce, Az & resulr, COMPETing
tribes often “stale” women from each
ather. Ahmied then advances to the rise
o Lslam in the seventh century. Many
Muslims and non-Mushns credie eady
lalam wath LR OV the status of
wonen, snghng ot the  Prophet
Pluhamnad s abolinon of female infin-
icide. Yer wioenen in some Middle Easr-
crn culmires, Ahmed assers, had been
considerably better off before lslam.
Unbke therr sisters i adjacent smpires,
Arab women could occupy a vanety of
roles. Pluhamumads first wafe was a
wealthy merchant whe spent by money
o support e contemplatve e,
warnen participated in baele; pricaresses
served the pagan deickes ol Arahia; free
wormnen married and divorced ar will,
sormetimes palvandrousky,

Buhammad outlawed polyandry and
preicibed a patriarchal marnage form
ghar alloswed men up o Four wives and
as many concubings as they could ac-
quire, Men were granted che right o
bezan their wives tor rebelliousness. Chil-
dren belonged o therr fathers clan.
Thas arrangement gave men prachcal
contesl af womess sexualitg—an im-
partant shift, since 2 man’s homor was
increasingly seen as dependent on the
c hunrg.' of his womenfolk; women'’s un-
resrrained sexualicy, meanwhils, was
ween as leading to fione, or social chaos,
Mulammad further prescoibed rehguous
warfare as & dury for men, and obedi-
ence 1o husbands as the main religions
du,.l::,' for women, Less than 200 vears
atter his death, in 632 CE., hnie wars
of conguest had Hooded the slave mar-
kets with o many female caprives that 2
young man recenving his mberstance
went out to 'h-u:.' “a |1l.ll.|w. ﬁ.l.rl:ulurc,
concubanes, and other oljecs”

Ahmed devares considerable space 1o
the vell—a gariment which has now as-
sumed the significance of a panonal
banner. Bancteenth-cenmiry colonizers
seazed o i as the visible embodimen:
of women'’s oppression and a sign of
the backwardness of Middle Eastern
socieries. [nfecred with the same wdeol-
ogy, Western feminises assumed tha
Mlushing women conld liberage them-
selves anly by abandoning their awn
culture amd clothing, and adopring
agurs. The indigenows  barde  for
wnmen s tighes was thus tinced by irs
early asscciation with colonialasm. Yer
the veil, as Ahmed observes, alie en-

1%




abled women to hold jobs and con-
verse with men outside their Familics
withaut COIMP OIS their reputa-
ticns. In short, rather than declaring
warmen's place to be at home, it legit-
amized therr presence m the publc
sphere. [The veal, it should be noted,
was primarily an tsue for oeddle-clas
and II|'-['ll."r-r|1:||.|d'|l.'-|.'|a-.- WOen &ifce
peasants and others who had o help
sapport their familics Gnancaally never
had the luxury of modesny)

Bhimed a-;'k|'||,|'.l.-|:_-|,1|_r|q-. thie FTERYRTEY
brutality of modern fundamentalist
regimes (e.g., Iran, H'I't:l'..'unb.r.ln_l. bt 1
stead of serapping Istam, she demands
that ot be remterpreted. She pomes ot
that the patrarchal fundamentalise po-
sitbon 15 ot the only legitimare one,
ary more than it i e Christianity, and
discerns two voices in Islam’s religious
texts. Islam's p-.-upu'lar .1:|1p-r.1|. she ar-
gues, lies in the ethical and spirimal
message expressed in many Koranic
versei: Lol Men who surrender unta
Allah, and women who surrender, and
men who believe and women who be-
liewe, amd men who guard their mod-
esty and women who geard their mod-

by, Al hath prepared for them for-
siveness and a vast reward ™ This egali-
tartanm voice 15 heand b:. p:_-upln,- whao
laak to their religpous tradation for so-
cral justace. Bue theres another vaice-
a patciarclal, legaletic cose: “Men are in
charge of women, because Allah hach
made the one of them w excel the
ather, and becanse 1]||.':|' -.pl.'l:ll.l ol theis
property  (For  the  support of
WOImET) As for those From whom
ve fear rebellion. admonish them and
banish them o beds aparm, and scourge
them. Then if they obey you, seek nod
a way against them.” Ahmed calk for a
arassraods, natwee [slamic ferminism that
acknowledges and accepts the infla
ence of Western ideas—in parucular,
the genies of democracy and human
righes that can’t, av any rage, be easily
squeezed hack into the borrle

Wet despite her formidable scholar-
ship, Ahmed never attempts 1o answer
the question she brings up ac regular
mntervals: Why has lslam consistently
cibraced misopymist customs in every
saciety it encountered? The answer
may be that even the most progressive
inmerpreration of the Koran leaves the

.I_'.'|:.'-I ScndEa=Trant

NOTES OF A WHITE BLACK WOMAN

Race, Color, Community " nu'[“, “I: _"
JUDY SCALESTRENT ; Wﬂm nln(ﬂ =

"jm'}g- Srales-Trent, fmirskinned and deder-
minadly black, lives her Life in the “no-amans’
lamd of Americas continuing racial conflicr
Thraaggh her candidiv conveved c_-::-mn':llniql.lé.:.
we bearn of the challenges that could haee
brought et dosm, but instead hasve given her an
insighe amd sirength thar she dispenses 1w her
rearders with the easy grace af a semsnned
veberan.” —Derrick Bell, YL Law Schoad

“In is '|1-|:||'|||I.:r in FrEAnyy circles ioday (o rrear “race”
as i determinant of intellipence; it s popular in
el circles to iread ‘race’ as an anvented D
that can easily be remvened. Judy Scales-Tren
H:pl.'u'lﬂ: b views as she ruplnru-:-. thie ExpeTi
ences of peopde who are black bot ook white.
AL Iurns gentde and angry, awed amd oritical,
ehiis 15 must reading Gor anvone inwerested n
identiry, race relanions, civil righas, and ihe
avenues for persenal fulfillment.”

=—Mlartha Mimow, Harmvard Lo S ool

Avsailable i hovkstores or from

PEXNYN STATE PRESS

20 M. University Dirive
Limiversity Park, PA 16802
MasterCard /VISA orders,
1-BaHh-3 50651 &

165 pages 149,50

esentials of male domination thgact
What Muhammad did i the seventh
century was [Esform a p]unll':tu' and
nomadic socierv=—dubbed “The Age of
Ignorance” by his followers—into a pa-
triarchal empire. Though be exhorted
men oo treat their women with kind-
ness, he established a code aff '-’-'1r'!|‘_-'
ahedience, Plbl:'rrl:l] riglit o child cus-
ey, ane=sded dnosce and inheritance
lavars, epc, He lefi o wo individual men
to protect their women tather than for
society to protect the rights of s
woanen. Srnee [lam iy nok b ahble ro
shied ats sexist nature withouwr 3 com-
plete overhaul, | wish Ahmed could
hawve dared reclaim some of the tradi-
nons from the goddess-worshipping
cultures: of the “Age of [grorance.” But
then again, we have o remember thar
Muhamimad also prescribed the death
pemi |I_':||' for aposiagy.

]an Gondwins Prce o Toror he |_-_l;ir.|1
where Ahmed leaves off, Her main task
I o de‘r.-ln: Idamic fundamentalism and
explore the econaemic and politcal soil
in which it flounshes. & woman of
consaderable courage, she served as a
frone-line  war  correspondent  in
Afghanistan in the 1980 and subse-
l.'|l.l{'|'|1]:|-' teaveled I:hmup.l'l-::-l.lt the Mad-
dle Easr to research thas book.

Goodwin considers the postwar [s-
lamic revival a respomse o both the
faillure of cormupr governments to
brlng prasperity and polivical freedom
to their people and, with the fall of the
Sowiet Unson, the boss of faith in a so-
cialist-inspiced  ancernational  move-
ment. Pundamentalisss counter despair
with the cacchall 1|ng:|1, “Islam is the
silurion.” They rally people arcund
sericely defined native aaditiens and
lambast the desecration of cheir culmrs
by what is seen as 2 godless Western
consumerism, Bormowing from  the
mussionary rile book, they begin with
u]‘.i:l'lt"y'. |1E|'PII'IE,‘ thie homeless atter an
Egyptian earthquake, providing medi-
cine and education during the posst-
war Jordanian economic criss. Like
other successful missionary move-
ments, theyre backed by a massive
propaganda machine, arms, and mil
rary trimng. But since none of this
comes cheap, Goodwin mraces the oil-
ey -arms connection: Royal fami-
lics in the gulf seanes bankeoll the fun-
damentalist movement o protect
themmelves agannisr aHassaination and, in
some cases, becawse of ideclogical
sympathy. The United States supports
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gulf rowaley sance, despare halfheareed
COTEErYaLION IMEISUSS, WY e LTsgTean-
tngly dependent an their ol (In 1573,
we imparted 36 pricent of our perro-
leum; we mvw import half, and by the
vear 2000 wall import 20 percent,) To
pav tor the ail, we bave become che
werlds Largest aerms prodocer, with
three-guarters of oue weapoms sales
going o the Middle ExL

Ultimately. Goodwin anges, blions
of perodalfars are chunosled oo an
interoaricnel menresient that has oz i
mora] aEsnda the complete englwe—
meor of women. Slhe

facies atter the rophet's death by self-
seTvilng rulets who wanted (o bestow
sacitdnes: on themsclves vnder cover
of whgon” Yer onc arableim wich
Coodwin® passion w deconent imjug—
tice 15 rhat at ennld lvad readens to think
mipgs bloalin women's s are on-
reqicting horrar scories, 1 fact, ther
daily struggles are quite osdinary, tacar
ITATrigg predomuinantly IMeNGEdmoos.
The major isue for moa women o the
Mladdle East iz still paverty. Teherani
women, for insmsee, are conserned thar
fundanvenralizes will farce them ouc of

paid t:ulp]u:.rm-rnl and

documents the resul, Women's inte the kitchen and
boch  in councrics rhador fa weil cowering
where the  exreenists untrestraimned the Body and mest af
are b powet,  aod the face]

whene thei peesctiee i EEIIJH]iL].-’Wﬂ.E Geraldine  Bmooks,
SIEOTE choueh 1o Ex- anether journalist whe
[l Concesiions [hut SEan mE lived im the Muoslim
cuisting  rogimes. [0 world, ollers o1 2 lex
Pakisran, for instance, a ]e.ading l.ﬁﬁ.mq, Ody, sometimes opli-
muan fane't be ¢conwicted mistic  wiew in M
oF rupe withoue the fn- ot socia] chaos. Frts of Desire Sl lacks
Loy af Jour adult the hinerical depch of
mile: who witnesed [ e Ahmed and the eco-

penerranon. Lickny

]L'IL'I'I curmhunl‘i-:.m, a3 wWWOILlEn whﬂ :I-:IIEE
I:l'l.lTEEl IE CDL'IEi.dETI:d. I ]:'E' I:ﬂl.'lﬁ:ﬂi.'ﬂﬁ
to ciag, or sexual immohsy (o 1994,
75 prrcent of the women 10 Fakasant
jails had been cuoovicted of ziae.) In
Adfghanutan, a mecent ferwa [eligious
decree)  prohibuited  women  from,
armong othar thlnﬁ:. “E“'inﬁ ot wath-
cut their hushands permission.. walk-
ing with pride, or walking in the niid-
die nf the sidewnlk." In [mn, 2 nan may
legally kill his wife for infid-liey. An
" Iregi can kill & fernale mleve nepected
of “misbehaviop” And Cayptian Low re-
ghier 2 wife o be obedieng, and requires
the malice 0 petive a fupitive oabe oo
arl abunwe hushand.

Maushims wha ctiticize the funda-
meniabiy version of lda are often tac-
gel::l:] {or mesusinubicn ar forced into
esale, Tashma Mascin, 1 Banplad=shi
femingic writer wha coticized Isdam
and marriape and irgued that ~women
mus Live owrsids the rehgion and [5-
Tatiic low,” cscaped to Sweden the same
week the Vatican reportedly cut 4 deal
with Islamie [ondasiencalists. Ewen
ERypt's chuef justce, Sa'id al-Mchmawy,
is not immune He bas Lived a5 2wl
teeluse, sureounded by armed goards,
vince xealors called for he death for
stabing that the shrn {Tefiginus law) is
man-made and "was added in the cen-
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nomic  overvira b
Croodwin, buot presents 2 series of
moimucable individual 'F|I:|r|:l.'.l.i1.'l. She
shares with ws the o of [raman gid
atideies and of Kocdish women Janed
up ta vwore Ffor che s isne, e meer 1
happy bride wiose hwsband cakes seri-
ously the Bornic injuncion ro goe
his wife pleasure, 35 well 35 0 waman
foeced to choow= between abandon:ng
her rhildeen and sharing her hashund
wirh @ younger co-wite, She intro-
duces us to Eritrean wostien soldices
who gbcaine=d o=w |.-|:|.;:J :ri.p_;]1.1: 14 -
sulr ef cheie walor in battle; ki, the -
minds vs of the Alpecian and Afphant
wiomen who risked toruee and death
in theic pational #rugmes, and who
were subseguently snipped of their
righss by the JovCTnIe 1L, they hralped
csrablish.

Sipce Mine fars of Deure was pub-
lished 3 year after Poes of Hinier, we <an
Folloay up some of the starics Goodwin
had o leave unfoshed. Toujan Taisal, a
Jerdatian ouroalist whe dared Tun feer
parlianient, had been hounded by hin-
damuncalists sceearmng (oF het bleod.
%he logt the Eimst ebection 0 198RS, Tt
subsequently became the fikn woman
clected 1o the Jordanian parliamem.
Dr. Mawil el-Saadawi, the Egyplian
feminise znd awchor who  received
drath threats, Jed inco exile and = now

teaching at Dk Unnemsicy.

Uufaciunately, Browks” denre to
chivsiicle warmed’s Jussenss oocaswn:
ally leads hee eo poarzialyer oayjudg-
ments. Her dcmewlal maty vicw ufl
leann iz smrongly bissed by incervicws
with the damgheers of  Avacollah
Ihomeini and Presidens Bafanjani
These wnoien have io fact 51:|r.||'||:urrr]
women's pearts and the creation af
sume segregated posbans in the work-
faree. Howewer, the avemge lanan gl
wili become mcither an athlere mar a
ramerawouial coves g the all-female
Lelmic gamies, Her Life is much more
lakely to be circumseribed dmply by
the id=as and expscracans of che man
the marries.

Lioaks 11 enade clechve m ber Focus
on huan gl violatiemd soek as
"honort kilings and clitacideeiooney
[omne in dive Muslim aomen bas pe-
portedly suffered genmital mucilabgn).
3he puwnts out that pogressise Mus-
luns drtrridd Whttberm craticism by saysng
Lt tliese Flﬂ.li.'ti.l.'l.'s arc oot n.']i.gi.-:!u:'ﬁf
sanicrioned, but then [al 1o speak oul
apainse che ghoses thenmselves 5he then
Emes on ko insist chat Islam be qudaed
ke any adner 1'1-.|'ig':|:|n aT Fn:iir.i.;a; G .
temm—mnot far the teforms it ofersd
wome=n ix the seventh centicy or for
its poomiuse ol an adeal deaie, bul “fur
the krznd of life it offers the peaple in
the lands whem i predeminares

Finally, Brooks ¢xhares Westeen na-
tions to make it illegal for imnugeants
to mualate their daughtes' genitals or
Lo lake them puk of the country e
e surgery, We can abo pefuse worec-
aghize the marvioges of underage eitls,
just  as  owe weflse [0 recogaize
polypatty, And we can offzr asom o
women ering gender pemecotion.

Taken togecher, these books help us
understznd snme of the ?mhll.-rm. Aux-
lirm womien Gace. Bur they also, onineen
tipnally, emind ws that the adwmnages
Wesrern wamen eojoy boday have only
recently been won, and thut they e
ahout as 2 meonall of Tunge <l induiral-
1zabon arel the sroget of 2 e oud-
dle claw to veablih it |.1u|.iL1|.'u] r.ighr_'l-
We now need ta reack oul o boshen
women—withoot delusiont abeot woc
cwen freemdana bul owilh the wrgent
avar=new thal [wmdamentalists on baorhy
sigles  are ]nnk'in;.[ ki Fv:‘:-rgu alhanees
which wnll become our chams. #

Adarday Shelley ir a usirer awd madia fowr-
Matlise, She Uer in Chabdawd, Cafifornia,
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bell hooks

Read her twice

OUTLAW
CULTURE

RESISTIRG REPRESEMTATIONS

TEACHING
TO
TRANSGRESS

EpucaTion as THE PRACTICE OF
FREEDOM

—— bell hooks on —
oare raps

== joe Cube and pangsts rap

tha rive of Black mtalectuals

P lma bl ada dont want to teach

E

¥

¥

the seduchon of wolenos

rgcier and sexigm in our schiools

In Owtlaw Culture, hooks checks
the heartbear of the culbural revo-
luticn of the "#*0s In deling' to
Transgress. she shows how class-
rearms oin be
places where
freedom is

taught.

51595
each,

At better
backitares.

HE

BOREDOM: THE LITERARY HISTORY OF
A STATE OF MIND

b Fatricia Meyer Spacks (The University of
Chicago Fress, Chicago, $24.95 hardoover)

BY ARAY ZALMAN

s Horedoen: The Literary History of a

Burte of Mind a necesanly tresome

read? Dioes it make serse to disous
the book outside s own terms? Just
for the pecord, Patricia Meyer Spacks’
extended argument abour how bore-
dom struceeres the way we inerpret
experience—both as we live and when
we read—is far from a chore

Indeed, “the inabihioy we desire or to
have desire fulfilled,” as Spacks defines
her subject, has rarely been made as in-
teresting as it 18 in this analysss of the
wTalhings of men and women from the
cighteenth century to the presenc. The
|'||-.rn|':.' of E:l'u__l.lix'h literarure can be read
a5 a virtwal compendiom of overt and
covert assertions of boredom, of defini-
tions and interpreations, and of noble
attempts 6o allay and demy the affhic
tion. Thoogh boredom might seem an
inherently solipsistic conditaon, this
book accouns for i sectal hsory: the
chapters on WOmEn's wrilings, i par-
ticular, explain how boredem can be
o -;impl'_.' am existencial |'|.~':;~r|||_'.'| et
bur the result of social forces and comn-
ventions as well.
Spacks, whose previows book offered

a culiural |'||.-:-::-r\.~' nr-__u;n-:-.itz. [presents heeer
new book m a hstorical and incellectual
framework. For mallenia, people had
days when they quse didn't know what
o o wath themselves; for just as long,
they wsed reading and wribng to coun-
teract the dreariness of daly reutine.
But boredom has often had dafferent
meanings. To the medieval monk, for
tnstanee, occisional fechngs of dullnes
were tests of his spintual stue since u
wias his respomibiliny to be engaged m a
warld that was the work of a Dhvine—
and thus eeermally nterssting—aAuthor.
Spacks chars the mamsformation of the

idea of boredom om its earlest use as
a means of ineernal “echical interroga-
mon bo s presefnl ane as an "“”'I'-"'-'"
pose index of alienation.” We mo lomget
hold ourselves responsible, eather as
moral or socal creamures, for being -
rerested or interesting. Instead, we ex-
pect o be entertatned, a hope encour-
aged by the pre valence af never-ending
relevision soap operas and mighthme
dramas. They keep us on our toes, al

ways desrning maone.

Boredom 15 in barge part about the
need for a narrative conmnuicy o gve
our Lives interest and |1'.|_-.1||i-1£1. as 1f wee
were ourselvies charscters in novels or
sap operss. By articulating several pos
uble histories for a condition that s
“deeply assumed in our culture” Spacks
[_|1-q;\.l\.'||_‘||_-'\1 e OpErtanIcy o Ccomskruct
A O TR FArive for our own }'.I:tlw’.'J'
lar torm of Boredom. Yer she dioes pout
ot some rrends, Those who see bore-
dom a5 a universal, sxistential condi-
tion, for instance, have historically been
male: It 15 a luxury in which those wha
may escape 1€ can ndulge. But bore-
dean can alse be created by exeernal
fosces. Spacks angues thar an importans
clement i whether we see our lives as
interesting 15 the degree o which e
hawe the ALLORCATY 105 chinase whar will
interest us and whar will baore us

The -.'|'|.'|pi¢r'l. devored o womens
writings are the most assertive in estal-
lishingz a connection berween the free-
dom to choose occupations we find
appealing and our perception of bore-
dom. Whereas all but an anstocranc
class of women in pre-indusirial Engg-
land plaved decsive roles in their own
and their fanalies’ survival, l'-j.' the mad-
17005, the burgeoning wealth of the
natien kefr msany with nothingg deemead
important 1o do, A new female lesure
class murned to secial calls, plano play-
ingz, and incessant needlework oo Gl 15
tme. Conoemporary conduct books
such as che |."l:lpl.l|-.l| Sermuns fe 'I:.'-n.'llq'
Feamen mnsmacted women o be con-
tent with domestic acrwvities, or else
risk their virows reputatons.

Women in parricular, then, had a
special relationship e both resding and
wri‘.l:l!.: a5 wWam Lo fill and traniform
the pmie on cheir hands, Bue the lices
ary bfe was considered dangerous, for it
could mmcite in women “a contempt for
CFraLmiary r|'.||i|iq1 & '|,|,l'|,'\-u|;;||_ l,l,']|-|_| Wiale
knew this well, since they faced the
challenge of l:l"rt'.il.iu.!{ :-'_'-|:||.1.'l|1:.|1|{ al last
ing interest roan the monotony of ther
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daily experience. In many cighteenth-
century novels by and about women.
Spacks suggests, “'the represented Jives
af young women oscillate between
boredom and far more dramatic forms
of anguish.” The tacic recognition of
the dullness of women's lives forms the
foundation of such |,~||:-|,-., there was o
I'rl.lil.:”l!"' road l'!-:*r'.'.'-;_-u_-“ |:|-._'.n_'|_‘|u||| ||.|'|
tragedy. Female boredom  reflecped
obedisnce o social norms ||'1-_11rr1,.|_-||,-
was the only happy solution o either
anguished romance or lstles adoles-

cence, it also guaranteed a life of

I'||'I:“~|'."|_"-\.'|-|":-|L .J.|'||_‘| I,'||.J|'||| I_1IJ:.'|L|.;_'\I_

In her vivid analvas of minete enth-
century novels by womaen, Spacks de-
picts boredom as both a demal of fe-
male desire and an indicarion of femalke
desire, epotic and incellecoual. o and
ouwl of fiction, women became bored

| because of Lmited :.'-pl.i;.'-m- for I:'u|'|".|'.|'|1,:_'
cheir desites. Evenmually, men aw them

af boring, and thus troaal,

Jane Auvsten’s Emma, famous for her
neighborly meddling and cemain that
“a ruind lively and at ease, can do wath
iecing JLI:-I:'.'Lil'.|.:." created fictiond about
the people arsund her that engage her
iitetest more than the people them
selves. By the rnid-twentieth century,
Gertrude Stein could self~consciously
emiploy the wea of boredom as a4 source
af fiction |1uk|:|.;.:. Steein's fat ard repet-
itive prose—""sometimes something did
happen, she knew to whom the had
beent married bt that was noc amathing
happening, she knew abour clothes and
resting but that was not anything hap-
pening'—did inutate the repetitious
nature of life, but Stein turned that rep-
atitton infe narrative and insised on s
T:-n1'=1l_'|'||i'.'|.:~= a5 fiction. In her '||:|!.:|.|.|J|
wse of language, as Spacks makes clear,
Saein Yimplicity reproac hes those whao
fend eventless lives (i p.lrl:zn.'u|.|r the
everithess lives of women) devord of in
terest”” She alio forshadowed the pre
sent moment, in which boredom 15 a
condition nnt inherent in us or our in
dividhaal sitwations, but is all around us

Ciiven the inewitabality of boredom,
Spacks” book is an ingenious fephe Her
own chutzpah in postulating a theory
of writing and boredom and then pen-
M 2 wIEOnus, ]:,l.-':"|!.-' book abour it
inwites s o EXATHAE GUE OWR EXperi-
enices of boredom 1noan CHEARINE and
decidedly nove] way. #

Amy Falman i ¢ lecturer in the Depare-
ment -;,l'!!'r-:ul'r'ﬂl ait Coraell Limpersiip
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Beyond the Double Bind...................

Women and Leadership
KATHLEEM HALL JAMIESON

“H youw ang B waman sheo oday, vou will recognize yourssl an
ewily page ¢f Ralhvisan Hall Jamesor's brlliant new ook
abwil e prograss ol women as lsadors. Thero are catch-23g
for women—or coubia Bings, s she calls therm—ahere what
Bgar we oo, we s Bt Jamsisaon ghoss hosw we have sur
eaanied these Dinds in e pasl and in 0 pRocssEg mowed kar-
wand Whal | most ike aboui hier book s that @8 Ines of adeoslc-
gy. Jamieson is cear-eyed, unemotional, keanky anakticad, and
aboeg al., she's hopalul"—Leskey Stakl, CAS Mows "Prosidas
& fesh rameaod for pndessianding the repealed frustrations
it hawe Siowed women's socisl progess. Her Beeraling cone
clusion: women can break avary “Hnd # thay jusl s traaling
fhamsslvas AR viclima —Harielt ‘Woods, Presdenl. Maliora
Whornen's Polifcal Caucus.

2500 272 pp

The Notorious Life Of Gyp...................

Right-Wing Anarchist in
Fin-de-5iécle France
WILLA Z. SILVERMAN

‘fin insightlul biograpiy o a compeling and paradoxical pro
lagonist of moden Frénch cuflues, ., &, TRBEREING BN PEhon
ol fe-ge-giddde Francs and ane al ila Mol provocasa lig-
ures —Kihis Raviews © & Thanpughly msaanched and imengsi-
gy indd minny of & ersckanka e, fll ol ely delails abous
arsicoralis passions and hatreds, and $eir place in creating
ihie hesdy mio kel was fin-de-siscde French cullure™—Jamald
Spgal Tdal anky an sllecive analysis of the beldesi and mast
scoessill woman wrle: gf (ha erp, Dul oifers wnicue ingights
o thea greal cullural and pablical battes of modem French
history"—Robam & kya

E3T 50 352 pp

Madame Jazz ...........coovvmmnsersrionascsans

Contemporary Women
Instrumentalists
LESLIE GOURSE

A jaz2z enthumasl. Goorge., brings ks ol enegy and knowd:
adige 1o this up-beal surey ol panlampomany women JSre mu-
s = Hookiisd & mepdd comnbubon 1o jazz mstanogeaphy
.calls atlenbion b 8 cesumsglancs rle with rony, 1o we, that
whila ez was & kader, s (BCAORS AgD, WS-ar-vis IMIB]raIng
ihe races, i has Bsan shamslully dilatory o demoashng the
Barriars long &80 anecied B0 beap women nsrymeriaiens e
of e music™—' FAcyal Sickas. "H's great fo have Madame
Jazz Ahough | am sewarg of Thie dsnnminalian, il S ernghlen-
ing 1z read The perceglions o T worsn  dscusssd™—Rulus
Pl §7.50, 336 pp

At battar b To charge, 1
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al-free Ms. & get
Gloria Steinem's
newest hook FREE!

7 et a hardeover copy of Glora’s power-
T ful mew hook, Medar Seposd Wi,
FEEE. It's our gift to yvou for discoverng

the prowen of the revolutionary new s,
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| PROMISE KEEPERS ifrom page 10}

Phillips: “What happens here  thar
couldn't I.IJ.|.'-|.'II.'I1 1 WO were pre-
seng?" E"-':I.‘Il.':l'.l:l'r' tired from the respaog-
sinalities of this day, Phillips nevertheles
gives me a lengthy and courteous
answer. He mentions " isSues concern-
ing a mans sexuality” and how dealing
“with 1mues concerning the act of sey
and such, it would make you very
uncambortable to have ot womes
around |ialics mine]” 1 am perplexed
by his odd locution—why otfer wumes,
ol simply  wowsier?—unt] someone
who has been overhearing accasts me
Slae i3 extremely enthusiastic and ani-
mtated a5 ehe extemporizes on Phallips's
poit thar Promise Keepers should be
wicwed not as "a threar o women™ bt
as "a great benefit (o women” Then
she iomroduces herself, She 35 Holly
Phallips. His wife. And she makes a for
midable spin nurse—especially when
| she asks me forchrighdy, "Do [ ook
ke a doormar kind of woman?”

Mo, 1 allow she does ot

Throughout the day and a hall, |
detect no overtly misegynist slurs—

' l'lf'lt]'l{'r t-rl.II:II tl:ll\.' E'r-;:-lniu'.' [':.1.".':.:'.'” Huge

nor an the ||||J|.||:|L5 corridors, I-L.|r:_-!:,
does presenter even use the word
e, mich less pronounce & loopy
apmion  about ostensible
nature. There & no tit-for-tar ACCUSING
of women; nor is there any pop-psych
defense of the deuble standard, as in
the secular |"'.'l.;i|-h.'”n.'f Men A from
.'llnrﬁ Heaomen  Are __I-hl.l.ll lemne, The
|:".'::lll:|l'i|.' !‘:l‘l."rll_'ri |'|||_':a.'h.ﬂ_{|_' 15 SmpHcr
Men are from God. This obviates the
&OCLS ul' _i.'_L'I1I\.|-c'I'--\.:.:'r'r|'||_||_-| |J|,||I|,|'\- il;.-;l,

WOIEn §

waoild-be real men are prone fo—oon-
tests and put-dewns to prove whoe's got
"manhood” and whose w “greater”
Conds manhood 15 greater—"nudt said.,
That tenet—combined with the physi-
cal exclmsion of woemen frem the
premises—seens Lo pul thede mMen on
eigual 'I'r:-:-ung fall benched sinners, all
accountable o the same Caoachl. This
tn turn reduces peer-presured urgency
for put-downs of women in order to
mark off “who are the real men here
and am | among them?"

Baur the button is always there o be
pushed. Oice, for instance, Gary Smal-
ley [president, Today's Family] cracks an
carthy joke abour purported differen-
tiale in sexuxl  arousal: Men  are

“microwares,” he guips, and women
are Morockpon” The cooeed B amused
r-.-1._--- 5-_'|.|_|,_|2|':.' l,h.'l'll"rl'll"l |‘|I\"1':'.I'|F
et ar .'i{_lglr_ oy ir||_‘||":'|‘| he IIIL'I]".I:-:."
of making common cause withouat ar
leass subtly deriding females. Mens
sense of public gender definition can
not feel real unless some tard party 1o a
bond 15 treated anferiody  (a
dynamac wve elaborated on i my
book The Ewd I.!|r Mamkood), Conwve-
niently, eeligious  fundamenalism
|4.-|'|!i|';_‘|-| |_'_||_|| !.'h.':'ll_l.:ﬂ—l_'ll.'-!_"-\.'!-l:.l'\.' mian of
A CONMTiCT ¥L‘I1dl‘| EnEnmy outsrde the
tribe, so chart 3 brotherhood of male
supremacists can thrive m contrads
unction to it And the bére more thar
bornds Promase Beepers 0 code-naned

i |I-c

Candanites: abartion- and homosexual-
T |_:;I'|ra ACTIvises |_--.p|_-._i.'|:I'_.'. bt the lor of
atheists and non-Christans as well
When Tony Evans [chaplain e the
Dallas  Mavericks bxmketball
dieclares Saturday eveniig, "% been
too long that theee pescent of homo-
-\.I_"|.|I_'|I:H. (4 |_|r|:|:'|| 4]0 ||1-:'-r.'|5 |'|1;j-.'-r|:':."'
the crovwd breaks into loud approal,
“Gentlemen, we are going inoe bat
tle” zays D, Charles Swindall iprest
dent, [allas Theological Seminary)

tearm)

REPRO-

As population confrol ogain becomes a national and international
chsassion, this compf;]eﬂf revised second ediffon af the faminist clossic
repudiates, with clear analysis and thorough decumentafion, the at
tempts of population policymakers ko appropriate the language of

DUCTIVE
RIGHTS
&
WRONGS

The Global

Politics of

Population
Control

by Be
Hartmann

progressive feminist and environmental mevements.
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“Stands out amid the rising tide of books on the population ques
tian. Hartmann's crilique of glebal special interests in population
and the environment are must reading for stedents and policy ana
bysts.” .
—fudy Marsigion & Norma Swenson, co-aulfios,
The Meaw Cur Bodies, Clursehes

“Hartmann argues—and substantiates—that rapid population
growth is a symptom, rather than a couse, of problemalic eco-

. L
nomic ond social development.

Besy Hanmann

—Helgn Rodrigues-Trias, past president, Amarican Public Health Associalon
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lamer chac ni.ght; thare ix 3 war gn’

“Bden, you've been im o war bat pou
have not been ar war,” shoobn fooehal]
coach and fouoder MeCartney <o 3
vke-loane  motwaticonal  audiotape.
" A ‘[Ig]lt, we da have Weapons, bt
'I:hi."!.l"rt ried the worlds WEApOOL. e
hawe divine powee!™

Revelations

Al day long 1 hear eeetberion:s of
the seipmic shocks of fominiss' cridque
of men'’s inearperional behavior a5 iF
even on the religiows Right, women's
resenrtment abaet men’ epic Fecklberr-
ncs has rcached critical mas:. Wathin
wamshat of i wife Hu]h_,', for instaoce,
Baarsdy Phillips suoves elliptically tha "a
lot of pain thar exnss da this couwsey
[is] by men wha™re musused their
power, whedher its physically, sexaally,
emotignally—dhere's been » miswie”

. Ed Clole, 3 "spiritusl Forehear™ of
: Fro e I{euprn. iccoes am eln-qluenl:l.},r
coded warting that unles patracchs
clean uwp thear act, therr wdves widl
doenp thetr: "When 3 man marnes a
worars atd 4he cakees has oame a0 mar-
riuge, she rakes the chareier thae gocs
akong with thar name, [Bur 1] be does-

PoLrmicar. WoMaN

YWommn in Coogres
»Roemen o lbe Cables  rLapislion
+*Woman"s FACE AT mchin W=l
Al M, TR d - PO, Il e Pl T
e o Swaacyipmienan [E] Maally [umad] 515
| ook Fochoma] [ ) B e

—_—

sUpcrming Racm

Mame
iy ey

City 5t__Zlp
Chamerton Tarieny

TH Chamaton - W Pl N 156
ARivaly Sefper b Kbt Farnlk, Fulfisews

m?@

Larrd £1 for our color catatzp of
wertan-igearfied jroelry i
siluer, apsethyal, moonstone, & poid
LIZZIE BROWN
PO Box M3y Brirflaid, Ma 01010
f4L3) 245-94e4

5%

o't gve her 1 characrer
chat she £an he compari-
ble with or pleased with
or devire to idencfr with,
then she no longer wangs
ta bear the mama, In our
werld today, many rinwe
dwrorte ocrun simply
because the man promis-
Ci, pramniss, pmomies,
premizca, but uolik= Cod

ven on
the religious
Right, women's

that iascihnibg abd eran-
hood, 0 net defned by
how many people you'vwe
ilept with. And men ace
fnally saying, "Oh, thank
God™ wice presidemt \Wag. |
rer i=lls e afrer his clesed
Imad=rship mesdng sdiowens
in the Tejaz Room. " We're
not apposed o ex; we're
all for it. Ged besically says

—whe watchet omer He  resentment of that any man 3nd woman
Word o posform le— marcied can hare 2l the s=x
never perforns it MNever  ypple hehasaor they can physically stamd,
performing Rtz weond and cthars holy in Flis
teaches his wife 0ol @ has resched dght.... And we want

trust him ™

Fromie H'.:eprr;' in-
spired aclution is nat oo
let men off the hook
lthat’s 10 big 4 job for anyone bot the
Bedeerser) bul mther—wathan what is
greentaally an cehical-rehab mowement
for consetranve Chotiae—ito kel
only the mos respecifial 1pd reascanr -
thy standards of incerpersanal behavior:
not ceckfighdng among men, Rot sex-
val explostation of womsn, There is
ot a ﬂm‘p of 1'||:-n|'|n:|-| for sale hi:-n:
euber. In the parkng lat 1 ask an Lre-
mg cop whether he has seen amone
anaking oy in. "Mo)® he wlls me.
"People den'r beiny beer ko chuck”

Through its epphasis on worthip
and Earpiveness, Poonise Keepors has
ereated 3 shimmering, airy sapcouary
where 2 mam, 5 if hoveriog i fres-fall,
cag expase b human poul withour a
AT OF EDIUﬁP!i.‘DD—hEE.I.I.L“ hE km‘rw;
rhar he = ﬂ'ﬂi:.l!- uﬂrlr.u‘nﬁ with a2 ner :}f
social gender. The possibility of being
perceired as 3 redd ras ind ot the fame
gime o feeling 1o davwied athamed
tor what e has done to Lecoae one—
that% the real high in shis ioner sanc-
tum; chat’s the promise thac’ 5 keeper.
Fax=d social gender remiins the ground
i Lheic being, but telease fom s
iofrioadc sos 3s their emodonal aogi-
gravity. Even their recreation is laghe-
IedlE: Du.ri.l‘.lg 3 break Saturd.q,' =ﬁ:q-|:-
hisoh, ey te1 paper ::i:l'F[il'Iﬂ.. foam
pliders, 2nd Mo alls,

"What they Yegin 1o 1ense hecs is
the Epitin of Coxds unconditianal lowve
iss Jesnis Thyise, which is drarmetrically
oppasite w0 rhe sparts anulogy” fund-
raiser Pembreeron cells eve. ™3pocts 15 gl
cordittonal. bur Weoe you'te CHE GF
vou're wh-and-ren. Pedformance 15 3
monissar iniecms of Godh lowe

"Whar we're topng ta teli men g5

critical mass.

everyons o be able o
ExXpeTimcs the love= and
forgiveness of Lorst that
wr beliews eohances an
wndersmnding of mascolinity rather
than detrcting from ic”

The Fu]:u:.l.] F=rux of Promise
ﬁuepm iz that it communucakes at a
gut level to men who—feehng adrife
o & sca of wender reltvlsm now nod.
img feon a tadvcal fertanisa odal wave—
peed 10 fbd frm piliogs and dissoade
rhedr wives Bome weiring sail. Without a
pacriarch in maery home pofe, after all,
there cen't B moch of a religious
Right. And these diye there can't be
much of a pacriarch withowr @ wife
who devoutly dogks him,

Yet these are men who acknowledpe
that they do have peamupes oo keep. To
X Ktin, fhey seem mare podice. pleasant,
and petsonable than 1 have ever
cticounteted among larpe numbers of
other men in |_:||.1|:r|.'i|: 1pace. Their shared
senge af Comninon decency i everyday
ethics is o¢ to be soeered at [ know
af no secular cquivalent any better. no
movemnent of "micn of censcience”
anywhers lefbarard politically) They
dash my preconceptons that chey
might b= reboges 2ealot o a twilighe
zone il ther pom. They seem sincege-
Iy desirous of getring back on track as
uen who dent betray their commic-
M ties, oot to mention the people they
aove, Abd they are supoemely oblnvjous
w the poability that Gods gender
may have been created in the image of
men, 13l due gther way around, #

Exetwnive edifor fin Siolenbery i, Dy,
Liriar Thml'agim! S!wu'mr].'} £ aphor of
Rucfusing to Be 3 Man: Euawe on Sex
and Juiues [Aferidian) and The Epd af
Manhood: & Book for Men of Con-
scicnce [Mume).

DN THE [5%CES SPRING 1999




OVERWOREKED? foomtiuued from prge 443

the ries that she wishes to call up in her
painted fabric “Connection' of 1976,
exhibited at the Bronx Sus=m
among many works of kin. The origins
of much of the are geheratad b-’- femmi-
masks of the :I'ﬁl];, "B, and ";Il:lgmﬁ B2 IH
in “[Mvsion af Labor” rest neither in
female biology nor in the social con-
structions of femininity alone, bur in
the  common-bleed  community
evoked through i laboc

Beginning as “Division,” this exhi-
bition actually achieves a themagic
synchesis based on conpection and
cooperation thar can inspire 2 re-see-
ing of its contents and of the genre of
gender-driven art in 1995, Mierle
Laderman Ulkeles washing the floor,
Henobia Bailey making a ritwal dall,
Soo-Ja Kim piecing an arch as a por=
trait, or Oliver Herring beading a coat
on & mattress, are all independent acts
ofce intrindcally attached to house-
work. But together, transformed inte
self- and focial critcasm, these acthions
and artifacts become pubhic, cultural
symbels,

'T]'I.I: Il:ti'h'll-t meemtivz |.1:|- |.I'.||.-
wiomen's art movement of the 1970s

infuses many of these examples from
three decades of “Women’s Work in
Contemporary  Art” The feminist
movement moart was inspired by high-
by theoretical texes. Thinkers ke Mary
Daly, Shulamith Firestone, and Kare
Millert (Lo name only 2 few) critically
grounded ethical and political theses
with aesthetic concerns, Feminist work
in the 199k is in general more self-
aware of its theoretical bases and fue-
ther underscores the activist navare of
feminist thought. Hiram Fodriguez-
Maoras “Book  of Ei:nlnm,l (The
Earth)," 1994, represents earth as the
most basic of element and equally s
our endangered world. The practition-
cts here who make ordinary ver emo-
tionally infused objects are fugitives of
the secret menstruation roem and nesd
2 red-blogsded restoration of direcr,
EENeTAnve enlry e imaging and an
embrace of authentic sction. #

Are fsrorign Adene Raven, PRoOY, fas
published six bookr on cortemporary ard.
She writes criticism for the Village Voice
and @ sariety of art magazines and acader-
it journls, Raver was 0 fourder of the Los
Angeles Woman's Building, the Feminist
Lruideo H‘Erhr.ﬁnp and Chr!,ruh.! rruga..':r.llr

JH‘:'[:UHE:' {mﬂ.l.u.un:i'_l".ru.wm Ty}

d.ﬂ:l!ﬂi ﬂ{ !I'I'Iﬂ". I:I'Jll.dr\fl'l I:I'I h]lJ':‘b‘jb‘
uniforms. As I.']1.='!.' walked into the
whitewashed buwlding, Mancy Kelly
sawd she was expecting o see a handful
of women, perhaps five or sx, inside,
Burt behind the classroom desor, on tiny
kiddie-chairs, their knees bent alinose
o their cars, 23 women sat amarbing.

Kelly eeminded the Haitians, again,
there was po insurance that adding
their testimomies o the (A5 com-
plaint would have any direct result
“It's especially unlikely that any dam-
ages o compensabon would  ever
COME YOUT WaY.... But the Haitian
women have a log o teach. Women
have played a key role here and could
play a key role internationally if your
cases convinoe the OAS to recognize
the severiy of rape”

Despite the rusks, the women testi-
fied 1n detal, du:ri.i:d:g cheir attackess,
streets, dares, omes of day. Some had
been raped in front of their children,
some alone; some in their own homes,
same tn abandoned shacks. Seme had
been forced eo submit in order o pro-
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tect their kids. Geraldine told her story,
angry bur confident that change was
on its way, The woman in the kerchief
told hers; she hadn't been political, she
said, but everyone knew she supported
Arisride, “becanse [ talked about bim
all the time” The lase testimony came
from a fifteen-year-old wath the Gmily
TeEITES nF“DulmE"—:l timwy, stick-Boned
child clutchang a piece of chalk in her
right hand. Her mother, big eyes
welling i a smooth, wilnut-colored
face, leaned wowards ker, hands reach-
ing out for her daughters, By the end,
both mother and daughter, and also
rranslator, reporter, and all the women
from MADRE were in tears, The
rrapedy of the ale was one thing; more
moving even than the sories was the
WSS courge to talke. *

Lawia Flanders is the oordinater af the
Humens Desk ot FAIR [Fairmess &
Accuracy in Feportingl and execwrive pro-
diecer ard fost of CounterSpin, FAIRS
pationally syndicated radio program of
media  analysis Readers  ddm comfagt
MADRE & 121 W 2Tth 5., NYC
TN ; 212-627-0444.

WOMEN'S WILDERMESS CANDE TRIPS

River Jowrndss
Writing Redreats
Wilderness Seminars
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HAWK, I'M YOUR SISTER
B0, Box 9109, Santa Fe, NM 87504
505.984-7268
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of animals, because for pornographers
tn pleiure women wiarth animals, the
anmmals have to be coerced into those
situatsons, It also creates whae 1 call a
“l‘h‘sn.‘l]lzlli“ discourse” which .'||'.=.-.'|:.-'-:
ww Afrrcan-Americans a5 closer o
beasts than armmals. [n the ninetesnth
century, black women were ohjecufied
by the white male yare an black
waornen's bodies. Patricea Hill Collins
heas J-ry.lu‘i i Black Fenpinest ﬂu‘-ln;.'en'
that this led to the pornographing of
white  women.,  Oscensibly,  black
wornen could nor ke violated becanse
they were seen as sexually voracious
Therefore, picturing hlack women
with ammals 15 a representation thar
excuses a8 well as imntes the sexual
cxploitation of black women.

MH: Which i point nssed Dy all the
J.lll'dl.d'. and l.|::'¢l'||I'I.I|!:|'J' I"j-' midnj |!_r .l|'.'\¢' P.n,lr.!r
o s warhing

CaAr I'm not sure the feminist move-
ment has looked closely ar how often
the presence of animals is 2 vehicle For
announcing our own oppression. Bat-
reged wonsen are often tarrorized, trau-
matized, amd kept hostage by ther bat-
terers by the mistecatment of their
animals and children. Children who
are sexually abused are kepr hostage by
thraats to animals. There is 5 contineal
ratification of male concral rhr'-::-l:ugh
acts of vinlence against animals

MH: Letd sall abous PETA, Praple for
the Etvical Theatment of Anamals. FETA
feas been decoribed aw 2 recemt paece in Mew
York magazine as a soed o “Ac-Lip for
Animaly, " They fore codrapeows media
rampaigns ara i P _|'.|._|,'" R TS, PETY
wwch lile WA and a rll'l'_r af n_'f:_-[ur.-r;.-
spokerpeople. st a mandly ags, ik Lake
wid arresied for doing an andifier protesi al
Foarf Laperfeld s affice, hut wses canght varing
a Bolegna sandinich wileen she as set 0
Jail wernipht. PETA alie fas ae “id
raarkeer o dibied ean wear fur”™ camyraign in
wdich models pese mde wath arimals, Is
this_jist ametlver exanple of tee prine direc-
fivr af capivatisie, wihiere immen s badies are
wied fo well cverpifiing from roothpaste 2o
cars? L are woren Doy sospréd as poneo-
_-;'_'r.?||l|'.'|'.' tl:;.?Jll:ﬁl'lf_fclr i radical canse? Cne
Mahserr n:l'mmr"_p.:'-_-mp_r.:'-.r anather? If [|:.r
pisimg mrade, models cae ke @ dewt ar tee
fur imedusery wikicl canses so much sffring
| and dewale for avipals, Ga' dr wort 0F

| CAr Mo, definitely not. The end does

not pustify the means, This is not theoe-
rv, it practice. That means how | live,
how | imteract with people, has onpor-
tance in esell, | don raise nay kads by
doing X and think they are going to
became ¥, | dont likerare animals over

I:I'Il!' thH:EIL' ] -\'_'-I' WLHTICTL

MH: I reenorrong ffffeen tiousand wonmen
standig up i Geard Cendral siafion pos
ing maderd onld seop all animal oppression,
wtralidn 't e smapport a7

CA: I [ weere Fl'l'ill;:'\, re have ffteen
thowsand deessed, clothed people who
co SR .'||'|!.-1h'|nl_r|_ | wooenld stop meat-
canng bercause that % che most sericous
form of Oppression of amimals 1 che
Linined Sraces. To bocus on fur 15 6o 'p]a'g.'
into 3 msogynist view about women.
Fhe annfur campagn gives lots of am

ral ryghis activists another way to harass
wornen, | question why che Fur can-
paign gets all the energy it does. Wha?
Because o one of the few areas of an-
mal oppression where wormen o seen
as culprits, the takers of hife, | think this
feeds right into the antiabortion view- |
point, and also gives some credence 1o
antizhborticn in-your-face acmviries,

MH: Your mean cheir srrafegies ave lilke
rhepes of Olperation Resoe?

CA: Thas righe, so chats my first
uhjnli-;:-n. by second -::-hjm'ri:;:n 15 that
the “I'd rather 20 na ked dhan wear far™”
campaign really just accepts the cultural
comstructican  of womens bodies as
commadities, And thirdly, | think that
sublominally whar this campaism says is
vou can sull have objects in pour life,
they just can’t be animals. You can still
have women objects, It% 4 very big set-
back to conversations berween Femi-
nists and ammal righes acrivists because
itis so clearly a Form of participation in
the derminant patrwarchal construction
af the male gize on women's bodies,

MH: Awd 17 i EATHT JUSE S0 T8 war o far
cedl f3 GETldiR CRENS aipusy than fo
charpe: youer entiee structsiee of caring.

CAr Right, Then | think the further
insult was the celebration of PETAS
allance with Maybey by having a jont
Iy sponsored event last summer, at
which Pami Davis was featured. ["m
glad she gave some of her money to
PETA. But like Catharine MacKinnon,
I'm not sure reparations money is the
way we go about changing the status of
women. | abhor the alliance of any ani-
mal advocacy with pormography.
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MEH: Ir% inreresiiing because his was 4
.|'.¢|'.-.:-r._' |'|r r||¢' J;ln;l.'-l.l.m:r .'-;'\llnlllllluu':.-' il l':l.'ll-'
years back, The Plaphoy Foandaiian nas
I|_l|'|a|';|||_l i) T r-ur.;q:h._:n.-.;'.-' canesrs. Foias er-
simtadly prssplied watlh o congrle af narioed
prochivice ompanizadions wher e quesion
of wlisilrer o wwor 1o aecept fonds e ap |
[ :1'[:,- I'IFF'\-CU-I'MI Tif |J__fu|" r.'1|' Firdle AR
CA: 1 think that whar it shows s the
kintd of "add women and stir” attitude
that™s going o survive 35 long as the
anmal rights movement 15 controlled
by men or has a patriarchal theory gov-
erning it. I've walked vo o lor of
antipornegraphy workers around the
couniry, and they're one groug o femi-
i wha 1 can predice have read The
Sexail Pelivics of Meer. Many liberal
feminists have decided chat this is 3
form of feminst theory they dont have
te deal with, probably because they
don't want to chansye their diet Blut the
:|n|:|p-c-r:|1nJ__r|r.1F||.'|'..- actyvises ahwayvs umder-
stond what’s going on with the nhject-
ficarion of animals

MEH: frs very amieressing fous tlee theires
af the prochaice movenient are coopted The
|||rvu_|||'i|'| r:lrmp.f{,.llr_,léwnnl' ofd e rlllwl-::,’ o
chnice, even an “ifarmed * choice. 15 subily
saping pou gam do aehat yw want it
otfier crealures ' bovlies,
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"My sons

got my
husband's
name and
my diet,”
says
Adams,
with Ben

{on Hoor)
and Doug

Buchanan.

CAr Having access 1o other bodies is
gxactly what we're challenging in
terms of male privilege over women,
and that kind of privilege i suddenly
constructed as “chowce"—whether i’
dietary cholce or Gshion choice,

PAH: Whar specific racnics ar straicgies do
pi thaigke e aiwigial gt Moeremens
steares wnitlh Ohpernation Resoue? Car we
fook: formesard ro o wiviserriondsr being prmed
donere lie e back Tike ar ahortion doctor?

CA: Mo ] dan't chink so. We have ta
look ar the extreme right wings reli-
gious binguage, They imvoke God and
suddenly see themselves as having a
divine right o kil to save life. The
kind of Paul Hill “pustifiable homicide”
defense, 1'm concerned with any ani-
mal :|-:||__r||'||:-§. actuvity that B credense
ro the activipies of Operanon Rescue
Fer instance, |'ve always opposed pick-
eting it vivisectonists” homes, Last year
our home wis picketed by Operation
Poescue and | thoughe, what’s the t‘lﬂ-n.
on the kids in the home? What kids ot
vivsechonises are sver going 1o b= able
e come o animal reghs without
drawing on the maumatic expericnce
of being pickered? We need a genera-
ponal commitmens o not nflicr pain
on children. Secondly, | i.'!-l::]t'ﬂ Lo any

tactic that invokes the “woice for the
vonceless” argumene and the kind of
dangerous sentimentality that says “T've
gl o protect you.” Rather than talk
abrout privilege, we've got o examine
the languase aboue provalege—because
u]tll'lhl.l.l.']:.' there 12 a lot that the abaor-
o ights and reproductive freedom
mavement have in commen wicth ani-
mal advecicy

MH: Wy don't pou expand on bral,

CA: | thank both animal advoscacy and
being proabortion are about being
against forced mothedhood. 'm aganse
forced moetherhood for women and
cows and rabbits and pigs, ewc, ['ve
lnoked wery closely ar same of the lan-
guage that's used to usoty bath meat-
eating and the antabortion stance, and
e of the things 1 found was how
they boeth argued from the stare of
nonbeing, Tan't i beres for the cow o
hiave heen 'I;-mug.'nr into lite and then
killed humanely than never o have
exuted! Lots of people say the same
thing about abortnon: “What i€ [ had
been abarted?” But the facr [ L1 ir}'\'_'ll.le
been aborted. vou wouldn't be stand-
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ing thest agpting “What o [ had
Teen” Fenunists need to cecagmize chac
what v 're doiny in terms of oppress
lng anamaly s :r|.1.-'_'-1.1]|.1..r and pu]:l:u::]l}r
bieingws. That it s deeply anthogpocen-
tric. The andaboclion muévcasient 1
ceally just pro-Leral Jife for snly ehe
biuman species,

MH: Iy my porition, M ofuys Treand e
question, “IF e Beliewe 50 gioh W osmirgal
righets and you don 't e enear oF weor fi).
kow can you oversee fhe By of riow-
sy of dabres?"

m.l [ t]'.".ﬂh worm=n <Can .I:lE mnr.iu'y
raponsible 0 know when o child
showd bBe boin and when 2 ¢hild
shouald nog be, [ arwar wioerieh. [ danl
rhink the antiaborricn meverncat
trustz wamen. For the antizborcianie,
tha abeent refereanc iz che waman, I3
clear when oo logk at the pictores of
fetuses—chey'te Hoatung in the ait 35 it
they ac comiog down Gom the
clouds.
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MM &, yes, Buer tie argusnene aon be
mnde thar we rorstrwet the frius fo Br
“hood and fizser” whien we daet oaa) the
PHEHAHCT, aund ralk u__|" s a "[|.u!|-:|-'" wirere
ue dn

CA: | think chix thow: the sooial
oiluce &f growing into 2 commumnity,
intu a rlhtionshup, Certanly when [
wai prognant and did not want to be, [
bad & different :rl:l:.r.inn:h.'ip ta what was
Fappuening ta my body than [ did
when | s pecgnant and wanted o
be, Buar shat just shows thar ad of [{fe as
# proces—and thar we have a righy o
take part in deciding what paccnrial life
wall come inta life. Thers iz no regon
to think thst carcring ewery human
ety Lo term i natural.

MH: O n_||'- Jer quu!r'-s'm: wr hacer
rourhed h 2 the Wee df dwamals in madical
rerdrrt, 0 Res besw said thae i ehimp:
hadnt Been msed i ASDS reredech, wy
wawldha 't by gystaere mods finding | enre
the arsuser ey raes, ar frerier eI

CAu 1 don't think we should =xperi-
mieol oo aoimals. But ] want ta enter
the debats by saying let's ook 2t what
feripise phdesophy had alr=ady said
abonr made deacnee. Male decooc B oot

objective. o smience can be objective,
I anirnaly are dose encugh o us o be
legitimate  sources for knowledge,
theyoe oo close for ws o exporiment
on them. And if they're not close
enough, why a1e we doing it?

MH: Szme peaple seem 1o feel char rhey
have fEmmired rRiowEEs fOF ampaerrion.

CAr Well, Ui not sure they think that
there aee litniced meources, though we
alwayy heat of compassion fatigue. The
fact is that there is oo feminist justil-
cation for the ®pogheer of eoumals. We
ree Beacficcing frem the object statos
nf orher creatures n oor world. Oaee
wr recerrize that, o do=sn't ke atiy
more snergy to grab 2 veggicburger
o }"uur Wl [T a4 ]'I‘I'D‘EhﬂH:E J.'iJl]- TIJ
bu-,.' nanleather shos=s cather than
lemther shoes. e one makes this an
itheremt pari of ones life thers =
notking thar stops anc from concina-
ing o be ehe kind of fervaadstdacrivise
and anobcir activist thar she's alway
been, b Eace, becavac weporarianism i
actually healthize For wou, 3 ferminist
vegetacian hopefolly adds wears w hoe
life and can acoomplish Teore with her
activism. %
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cxpoacd and restricted as ic may be
CETCLAIMA.

Mn!ri.lj.':n. Qu:y]!. a lm"pl:r hecselt,
evpked The Cult of Troe Womanhaed
im 1 speech ac the 19%2 Bepublican
Conmvention when she s@red, "bast
wamen Jo aat wish o be Jiberaeed
Erorn their assencial natures a1 wonsen”

Phylls 3chlafly, the “Sweethearr of
the Sdesnt Majority'’ whose decetmina-
ton helped defear the Egqual Rights
Aanmdiiteot tn 1982, 0 a throwdback o
her anti-sufrage poxkecesors. Schladly
wha new beadi the Eugle Forsm,
which promaics 1chaol payer and
anti-sberdon  and  anti-homosexoal
legislacion, insists char " womeo would
rasher be loved than liberatcd™ Since
the early 1970 she has headed up an
organized  accempr to deny  other
women fhe Tight o che rype al (uwlfill-
menc she hersel has enjoyved a1 a lob-
hyist, radio comimentacar, fond-riser,
and syndicatsd columnise

What mekes these women rick?
Socnlagist Jran Howard crcosmized
anti-suffragists a5 privilegesd wives
unable o “idendify with women

beyund Ltheic wwn class" Withoygr
emparthy, privilegs pea=rmies emationsal
Bolation. Anri-wlragists were more
ingerested i protecting cheir comian
thatn in helpipg the less fortunace,
They ronsidersd women who were
poor, toreign-born, of black gmomne
savages nowoediy of the ancentsn of
adie=.

Manlyo Quayle sxpoed ber own
Nolavon n 2 1992 jprervisew Far
Wirmars Dary when she assused reudes
tREr sle wad mersly 3 "honermaksc”
wha, thowgh she never cocks, ~plans
metins 2od works wich the Bouse staff
e Ferret oun bunemans.. |, " Schlafly's daoe
Laton comes packaged in an-feminis
guile snce, in [er werds, sevrnal hanss-
meng is oo problen Eor she virtwous
TPIWD aXCePl i Lhe patest of caner !
Paraphrusing the anci-suifragisty,
Schlafly believes: grod women wan't
be harsssed; bad womean will. #

Parisa Filep Dunfom fr g Miggmia hisrari-
an piea fedches Aeheniar ard oy if-
tary af Mwthern Figpinis Cotmamicy Col-
l!;g'e aHd Germanns If_'.'ummnm'r].l I.‘:nﬂrgf,
S-Flf Hes Ytilren a Elﬂﬂ'k eH A ieerican Jrnpn--
Het Wi,
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CHESLER fevmtaned v pge 170

posed a fermunist court, a Ber Din (a
I'E'll_l-l'll:h'l.l."i COurt), a war crimes rribanal.

It was st hard oo line up some Teacd-
ng ferminists to [1-ITI:iui|3~u1c' in chis e
msg Bet n, but osce we g vopether
no one wanted o Take Sides, 10 o
take 3 szand on the jwwes. Mos sanned
o keep their political friendships with
boch B and me intct—withour ger-
ting into the “messy staff.”

Ar the meeting, B owas sullen, silen,
and made ne eyve contact with me.
From cirme tomime, she 2nd things like,
“I don’t remember a lot abowr char
year “You're cthe one who sopped
talking to me™ "1 wrote the foreword
because Micol tobd me vou'd refused oo
dio ir”

“Bhuar why didin you just call me and
ask it this was true?™ | asked, o which
B said. “"Well, 1 thought you weren't
talking 1o me.”

., one of the women I'd mmeed,
said ehar B, had been syseemancally
"l.'|i-:||:l].l-|:".'|:r||l|_.'.' her and  ewve Ty other
Marth American feminists contribu-
tion 1o global feminism, shueting chem
out of the informarion leop. C. won-
dered whether B, “had abko been com-
petingg with Plylhs’ plams for an inter-
atinal anthology, But 't there fooim
for more than one such anchalogy any-
ways"

| wanted femanist justice, not public
scandal or lawsmits, Delind  ¢losed

doors, | wanted B. to
acknowledge that
she'd behaved the way

women in incestuous

rﬂ.mi]iﬂﬂ -l.‘l.l};‘ 1 wanted to know
why, Wed been friendly, loving,
rovwvards esch other. What went wrong?
What didn't [ understand® Mamnly, 1
wanted B, and our closest fesmanis
comrades to confront Micol with me,
“That rapist should not go 1o his grave
thinking he could divide the likes of
s 1 said.

My sisters=—and idealogically, they
were and still are my sisters—finally
agreed ro do this, bue they never did,
and now Micol is dead. He ched late in
1994, 15 vears after he raped me, and [
can publish his name, but we can never
confrant him, alive, togrether. This fail-
ure of nerve, this craven feminist col-
laboration with a rapist, stands; its part
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of the hastarical recond.

Sadly, these same well-known white |
femibnses fnally “gor ae™ {at least they
publicly said they did) when Anica Hill
wemied  and l.':v:pl.l:u.'d Clarence
Thomas—bue that teok plice eleven
years alter Micol raped me,

B, and I never spoke again and from
e o0 Genne [ooness her soll, 1 have po
idea wihiat B, ever tald our nany mi-
al friemds after our Bet 1din, or whar
she now thinks. [ only know that for
fifteen years | waited for feminists—
whom 1 still cherish—mw make good
LR L||.|.'||r PrCEIMIGe O |,'L\_:-|§|-|-:"\.|'|I: Iy Tapist
wath ime.

“Thes can't have happened o vou!”
is the respomse 1 ofen get, when |
share any of thi nfermation. My
poing: Being a fermanst docsn't change
or “prodect” a worman from the female
candition, 1 ity something that hap
pens toowomen, it happens to femanius
too It ir happens oo any woman, any-
where, then it can happen w any
worman anywhere.

For u:u.mph'. my friend 1%, whas
alto 3 fermamist, turned our o be a
severely bamered wile. For years, her
second husband had been breaking ler
bones, and her spiric. She dida't oy 1o
escape. She didnT “rell” One day,
unexpectedly, she acked me o restify
for her in court as her eXpErt witness,
and she obkd me r'l.'q.'r!,'l:h:ul:_:. mare than
I could bear o hear, all the grishy, sick-
ETing details. How it haunted me,
shamed me, that our ;||_1|_-|:|||;-,|__-;:,- cavuld
not “protect”  ber—and  ws—from
patriarchal violence.

Perhaps the white feminisis who
gither collaborated wich or tailed o
canfront miy  FApis with ms, az 1'd
asked them o do, a5 they fnally
promised o do, were as horrified, as
disheartened, as frightened, by our col-
lective vulnerabilicy, as [ later was by
(¥ Tales of a Batered Wife, How
could this hagpen o one af us! (Ah,
did we think our idealogy functioned
like Wander Womans magne bracelets?)

But, as 1 abways say, “IF the Patoarchs
dont get vou, the Fermimsts wll

Civer the yEATS I. and EVETRONE eke,
have abserved some femamises “irash™

Patient
No More
Thea Politics
of Breast
Cancer

Sharon Batt

“A hard-hitting
t.u:pmé o o of
the most comprehensive — and paolin-
cal = books ever wridten abowl breast
cancer.” Maclean s Magazine

Patvend Mo More s Feminist investigaine
Jrurmaliam an is best [1examines cancer
wrearments ancd apalyzes the rele
medicine and the media F'h]" in :hnp-
iniy mur views. Batt also adwocates on
beliall of wormen with beeast cancer,
proposing a courageous vision fos
change.
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any ferniniit who does somethimg—
aid, ar the same tme, refuse to con-
front those heterosexnal and leshian
feminists who verbally abuse, bad-
mouth, even physically barer other
wamen, of who explait and have sex
with their patients, students, employ-
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eek, junion celleaplie:, groupacs, ascl-

ma dell"3lio wraee aboae “reashing”

m 1971 and | quaeced bt in Weidnen

ard  Maulmors in L9723,  Jo

Freenian/|oreen also stateed wricing

l about this carly s, However, paming
wr dadn T seep it from happening,

[ rwre sern Fenundses shamielessly
subnut themselves to, ownen cTeate culr
araund, feminists wha have ITICRMEY 0T
acceas tov the m:d.'ia. or wha are nien-
tally L. Yus, nu=atally dl. Cadependent
Lnadnesx, tlawe habit:, who knows, bt
yrw Can L haslieen eetacns. only L,
aue af stich caaven behavior.

1 have observed Feminise: osmacize
the wonsan who dares ory “foul” a5
chey theniselvwes dn dooble-enoey wiaral
bookkesping, and refuse to expaose,
even pruvately, those Feminiss who
I.'I.i.'l:'E IEELI'III.'I; blt'h!l!ld. thE SLEOES OLn
Lempt Fur nther women, who F:I'I:E-l.'r
o, deeply.

Wiedl, 'ty biged, 1'vs a fenndtan who
always does soething; and [ocry
“roual” a lor o, et che wears, a8 yon
cin Limagine, cthis has gooen me inm a
great deal of ceauhle.

Fermminisb are a5 misopymistic  as

everyabie ¢lse Sisterhood 5 an ideal, it
nok Wl a keality

Cnce, blomg age. anather well-
known white ferninisc demanded chat
1 not write 1y bowsk aon Hamgn s
Brfidary fn WA, becanse “uome
of her best friends were women”
“MAee Yoo going oo oame names s she
asked. “MName namnes? [ might s well
Fn;|'||'is|'| R thn: haok, =nnu:]5'|r," 1
wid. Wor nanLog names didn't Eet us
arywhere, did i Maybe naming
naime, 35 & wiy of demanding wine
accountabiliey, b5 21 geod & way o
begin 21 25y wrher.

| corugpled over whecher w "name
namwes™ here and decidd 2 pame nry
rapuit, but nor his collphoracor, the
kapes, those whe couldn't deny them-
szlves the slightest career ot frizndship
wppuTtuniti=s—not even for the mke of
':'Jll::ir Ow Tk PI.'I.DI.‘I'F‘]I._E T]'JI.':iI OaInE] AL
legicn, they're feministy and they're
anri-Geraionn e, Ewiry wormans g
her awn Lt

It a real mind-fuck, hough, when a
woinan pdblicly preaches one ching,
and chen, hypocritically unconzciously,
behaves the tame way her so-called
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Boutique Created by Wamen for Wornen
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Serd 5300 Tir g 33geag deiraged mal-order Catcg
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HRY ANCTIGIL RATTRELF W R
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TGEE-F urpie o iy
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32 oo for PAH. NY maidonis sdd solos s - Wa hava
Larihbrarts, hitiorn, magradt ond b paralickan
Pl e mosrerl o catalop Thark pou

5

oppomnents do. [F you say you're 3 fema-
nuse, toy Lo practice what you preach;
hue sinee char's hard to do, when you
Fail, why mor 3ay 5o, neme it achnow]-
edge it, apologize profoundly, toy agaim,
K.t crime was nol merely the collabo-
ratien, or her opportunism; it was her
refusal to make amends politcally. her
refusal o name what she did, her
“amnesia,” her 15-year slence. Thet ds
what woinen do o women in patri-
archy all the simee,

Eentinists shonld learn how not o
he. 1o themsehes., 6 each odher. Same
say there are many conflichng " oruths”
Diug whar ha];r]}ennd. o arue anal &8 £y
orher woman whe't =ver been sexually
harasezd and raped was not Rashamot
there are no aleernative, comIpering
realiti=s hers.

Hina we, 2t 3 rcvectient, refane oo che
truth of malc scxual wiolenee tovaard
wOmEn MR A A LWL, e

musat reckon with the
ways in which women,
Feminists included,
collude with patriarchy.
But girlx the bullshet 2nd the cower—ups
have gul 10 yp.

Thr cunclusion [ dmw from these
(et ia wiol that "doing femunsm' i
ro0 hasd, o hopeless. by conclussan u
that no ferdaist should think shat
what's happeoed 1o her 21 wnigue, that
il only she'd done someching Jifccent-
ly she'd have been spared, deat Some-
where, Chrer the Rainbow, tlieze ure
cannier, cl=veree, lurkoee ferninis wha
tan do no wmng and ran cope with
aryil i,

I don't koow whar kind af lif= |
walnld have lived had there been o
modern erminist movemenr A letser
lite, 2 raore maerable ane, 1'm osare, [
never forget how hfe gained its fourch
dimeension, in 1967, when Fl.l-ﬂ-lﬂl.‘l'l.]j-f. the
'|-'-I'\:!'I.'|.li Was bu:r:L'irLH wath |:|H.‘."t, bﬂld,
beautiful, adventarcus creatares, Laast
of therm wonicn. And farmaniees, How
nkerssting'

Fum, o seccid-wave fentinist had
more “Bivn™ i the lae= 19605 and catly
19715, We wete young and felr invincs-
ble. We had o idea that this sicuggle
wnuld Tkt all we had; ics a lifetime
srapgle, and its much harder chan amy-
one thought. Holding ones own
apainst pattiacchy, just holding one'
wwh, is ot ey Poesisting i—building

OR THE 1551JES SPRING 1995




| 4 Fefisranae weoverent rakes all W EE—
have. And more,

What keeps me going? Feminist
homor o action IMSPITeS e, mwnthers ,
me, o doing my bes | et real

maternal, ['m at my bhese, when [ cam

_ii.l'ill. PP TE, l\.'lll\.'-\.'\lI.IT.'ll_r||_'_ ikmess, e
st thoughts and deeds thar are CRITI csf CH OI( Es
courageous, mdical, lented, risky
et

Po, we havent “lost™: fenunism is | MORE THAN ALLIES
nat “an the run’ The party’s aver, the Sondro Scofield

wvelvet gloves are att, on both sides
] 3 Fromm $ee Bmesicoe Book

we'te in the trenches now, ichoing for P ha

b | 3 T - 5 -'m":lrd-wn'lnlllgu £ fe=u B ICHELLE CLIFF

the soul ob the world, for ks ||_||||'.F af Bespand Desanang, o §

comsciowsness, | think we'ne putting up reavil of Friandship rﬁ.ﬂl | FREE EMTERPRISE

. . e Ly “whays o tha haart © j ;

a hell -.!-II a srugpele, May we endure, . g eayicirady - Michelle Chiff

may we live to bartle another day, may | The lyrical , uragld

we acquit ourselves witl honor,  # MATERICIDI Llnr'.-'nfr'l':'-'ﬁhln::r-'h.l'r
. civil right= octeist

Fditar-ar-laepe Firpliic Claester, B D2 rx e
anifaor .:II SCICH Boyiks, |l||_'|'||||'|.l|_|_l WO
and Madness, Mothers on Trial, aed die
r'l'l'wlrj:.' _r:l\.mlll.lilllr T Patr i.llq_l]:.' Nl.l‘.l_'\-\. -;1|' =k |

OERs e

Mary Ellen Pleasoni
and ke possionoie

MATRICIDE struggle b credle o

saparabe Alrican

. . | Carla Tomaso
I.xp._-r'r Witness | Anirecan shala
Tha author of “Resanon....Powerful =
The Howse of Real [ove — Tha Vinicw ey Scppbament

has writlen & raller
coumser ride. . hilarious

BAPPING tomtirme frem page S04 and hearbrsaking”
— Liwe Al

and framed and edived o bt the ideo- Arthar ol Kinflicks Fiiem

I‘:‘1.'-':Il..|| amvd eoonoaic inteness h=-|."~F'.‘:-ll-

sars and managers. In s choice ot

cascs, of commentators, of guests, af |

rules and riouals and convenmons of i THE WISE WOMAN

oy, Cowrt T% works e congmol and 2441 Eﬂrdq-‘ula E.tr'ﬂ-ﬂ"

frame and regulate whar we know and Oakland, CA

aee of the court system in s owm 23602

waes. Mose glaringly, it allows no actual (310) 536-3174

palitical discussions. Mo reprosentatves
ol srwctly polincal movements or agen
das are invited o appear, unless they

are attorneys who will stick e a nar-

ronwly legalisnc framework. THE WISE WOMAM, a nalional journal, lscusas on feminst
Mar, it goes without saying, can one Issues, Goddass lore, feminisl spiituaily, and Ferminizl Wilchcraft.

Ever Taise questions about the legitima- Fublzhed quarerly sinca 1980 by Ann Forfrasadam.

oy of the svstem iself, The nevwork s s heides: woman's hislory, naws, analysis, reviaws, arl, pholos,

afficial  line. -I.Il‘-r||.' but dpparent P'HB‘I"Y. eafonns n]' HI:IH:-I.H. axciugive Imﬂm“‘ﬂ, nad MEF

nonctheless, 5 thar che system ks ragaarch ahoud witch-hunls, woman's haritags, and worman (oday .

and Court TV proves it, For thase who Subscrigion: $15 yr. /827 for 2 yrsJ/ $38 for 3 yrs. (U5, funds),

dan't fuute believe thar, Court TV can Sﬂmph copy l.]'hﬂ#k ssue: §4 [U 8 lu .

be ac frustratingly rigid as any other m’!‘l‘m:iﬂﬂmna;umhaﬂﬁIm."mmlﬁl,mrm&mﬂrm
American institution. Bur for femnists Eﬂé:ﬁl:ﬁ;ﬁuaﬂ A“nuﬁlhm' Ml -ﬂlﬂ-lD'E-T;di Inc,
trying to figure out how the syscm 7/" The Wise Woman - Tlml:'l’. Yel Timeless,

works to thwart ws, and '.'.'||:'|I: we '-‘-'EI“ THE WIBE . 3001 Comioun 5. Ouk i :
need 1o do o change thae, i is a5 useful - hand HEQR

a toal as we're |I|€rf'-' to find in these

dark days of rightward drift. #

4 Subseriba now 1o The Wise Woman, and send in 8 copy of this ad, -
and you will be sent a free git of matriarchal significancel

Elayie Rappings lnvesi book is Moedia-
tions: Forays Into the Culrurs and
Cender Wars
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CUTTING SOME SLACK
ELLEN SNORTLAND

Bitch, Bitch,
Bitch

ve spent way too much of my life atcempting o
prove chat D'm not a baech. | have been nice when a
saint weuald have lost it 1 have been unduly proud
when people said that 'm not a biech bot anothes
worman was, | have called other wonien biches in a
disempowering way. ['m eruly sorry for the way ve abused
rh:_- i |_'|I|_‘|
[ wonlbd like o see the word “hiech” elevared oooirs prop-
er ;ll.:u'c' im the T-.|1§|i-;|'. |.|r1g|||;g:_, wransformed from sexist
epithet to word of adoration and awe
Bitch is actually 2 wonderful word and state of being, just
at a stad 15 a ferble and valuable male, biech 15 the npe
fermmle equivabent i the dogr kingdom, er, queendom. As we
all knowe, its hanan use 15 wsoally derogatory because its a
word exclusively wsed in reference 1o srong women
Moo 1tlu|!gi| is a relative terim. A man called me a bitch
once when 1 very |'|n'.i|¢l'!; declined o ler him cut in front
of me in 3 grocery line. [ suddenky understood the absardaty
of tryang to maintain a non-bitch stance in the world, Mo
matter what, someone wall think | am one, so, what the hell,
[ waght as well cogoy the perks of being an actwal bitch.
“Barch™ 13 used as a verbal weapon, a way to keep “uppi-
oy woanen in line or o keep

wormen who are thinking about The
being wppity from  opening "b"
their mouths. "“You wouldn't word
want anyons o think chat
vou're a batch, now would you? o
Beeter not say anyching. .., 1s Bet
hosw soame of the bogric goes. Aol
OOCHDOOHHHH, how frea!

scary o be called a bitch. lsn'
| it amazing that =0 many of us
have given the word so much
poraer?

I'l mever forger  che
“Fhymes with Rich” headline
abour Leons Helmsley, Thats
acceprable  journalism? O
course, the word l:|'||"'!.l W
.J'i"ii1'|l_?| s I ‘GIIF-|'||!.'
“bitch.” 1 dare sav, it would
not OCCuar o I,'|'|I|_'||i'\1|'|l\.'l"| and
editors to have Charles Kear-
i"'ll-'- @ o cover with a head-
linie that SYE, “Hohvmes with
Sick.” The mass media seem to

wWas

fill

reserve gender-relaped put-downs for women

Tor call someone a bicch & a put-down is to pretend and
preswme that then: are bitches in the world and there are
“non-bitches;” that the proper way to be a female human
being 15 to be a non-bitch

What i% a non=biteh? She is like the Unicorn, 2 myth, a
dream that men have dreamed, the wliimate in complian
beaury, whe never gives a fiella any trouble. She & abways nice
and understanding, never angry, doesn’t argue, doesn’t protect
herself, her property or her children. She 15 always compli-
IMETILArY, rerembers CVETY detxil abouat e'.'-:'r:.'ltllu:l[:. NEVET
hures feelings intentionally or unintentionally, abways serves
othiers first, ,||u-',-|!.--= simibes amd closes what EVEFYOIC asks of her,
all the time, wath no -.'nn':pl.:lnl:. ' sure v Lefi *vl.ll'l!ll:'th'iﬁg
ot but since ["m a5 bicch, 'm alloaed to make iisrakes

l'he old-fashioned usage of bacch is hike a givdle; ic holds
women back and in—in a2 most wncomforable and
unhealthy way, Mo one really wanis o be sinffed or
squeczed into anwthing, whether its an undergarment or an
archaic form of so-called femuinine Behavier, Everyone
desgised girdles, b v wasin't witil a few courageous women
srarted pefusing o wear chem that the rest of us coubd wig-
glu: ot of them forever, (s AMATINE f e that hra=burmn-
ing wionld become the tired symbol of women'’s liberation:
it should have been girdle-burnimg. )

1 hereby declare ooy bitchiness and imate others to do the
same. [oin me. Everyone in the world has bitchiness in
themn, women and men, gods and boys, Why would we col
lude in the absurd idea of asparing to nod be something tea
we all are? There are things 1o complain about, there are
I:|'|:I'|l.';- o b angry aboue, there are |.=-r~|'.lLl|l:|||:. o take action
on that require the kitch i all of us

The more who proclaim, nay, celebrate their birchiness,
the less bitchy we'll all seem and the bitchier we can all
become. If vou dont like chat idea, take a hike becawse |
don't care, | have hetter 1.h|.|1gs to worry aboun, Ahh, thar
felt good.. just hke taking off a __..1|.r|:|||.' after a lemg day, Ty it

Old habits die hard, [ admic
that [ still flinch if someone calls
me a batch. But | mst remember
o e |.1|:-.ru|J that [ am no la mEgeT
itvizible and, therefore, FI|E.-H-i|'|E
to evervone and anyone, And |
think of my Gvorice real-lifs
bitch, my dog and companion
Mow there a role model

She faithiul, |-::-l.'|:||.|.l;, valuakble,
wWarm, nurfurng, :||.'|14:i.||5_l|;;=|'|l;I
affectionace, and i.'l.Pﬂl'Il.l.' af rip-
ping someone who attacks me or
my loved ones o nbbons. Shes a
bitch and, excepr for the way she
droals and sheds, | want to I;l:_il,m'
like her, #

Southern Califorea columenise Ellen

Snortland Has o repular solamia in

the Pasadena Weekly, Her book,
Beaury Dites Beast, abowi the
socig-political aspects of full-contac
splf-defense for women, will be pab.
fished by Trilogy Hooks in 1996
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—= NEW WOMEN'S VOICES -~

FROM INDEPENDENT FEMINIST PUBLISHERS

The Feminist Fross
= G Ty D e rsdns off Yaew Yok

China for Women
Troved omd Cilfuire

Essags, perienl s, and fickan by
WITEN—2am e g in Chim, e
gert, el el howdes—ge
voul raids infemadiie ot ceoibble in
shrdond gude baaks and point o veh oy
mid il e wamen who “Told o hati e
sk " Thit leimt wolwme in the Femias
Pres; Tovel Series ok weibde woman's
probtoal, sec, eed odlhund bistory whils
ofeieg wews ima the besi ol adinary
(heeze womn fodey, and the aqen
iz ol women foedas,

Tiade Poperback, 517,95
(50 1-E5BE1-11 2]

China
L omen

Songs My Mother
Taught Me

Stories, Poys, and Memair
Wk Tauamn

“Wokeks Torseechi £ respleadent basing
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