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DESCRIPTION

The Frederick Francis "Woodland Palace™ is located in Francis Park,

a 60 acre public picnic and camping area 4% miles east of the city of
Kewanee, Illinois. It is a flat, grassy area of about five acres with the
remaining area a heavily forested site with nature traile. The Francis
home is sited on the southwest quadrant of the open picnic area.

The building is about 25 x 30 feet, excluding the solarium and attache
sitting room on the west side. The house is constructed of a locally manu-
factured hard-pressed reddish colored firebrick, most of which was hand-chipp
by Frederick Francis to provide a rough textured decorative effect. A two-
story concrete tower, cast and scored to simulate stone, designates the main
entry on the east side. Another doorway just to the north of the porch
allows entry to either the basement or main floor., There are two small
sitting porches on each corner of the south end of the house, entered from
the bedroom through glass doors which slide up into the roof area. These
frames also contain maple and walnut shutters which similarly conceal into
the walls. The gambrel roof surface, originally poured concrete over wire
mesh, was replaced during restoration with asphalt shingles. There is a
full hasement, rising above grade about three feet., This area contains a
kitchen with built=-in cabinetry, a workshop, a bathroom with tub and shower,
a furnace and storage room, .sitting room, and a small deep cellar storage
area reached by a closet-like entry on the east wall. The basement floor is
painted pine planking, the ceiling embossed tin. The staircase leading up
to the main floor is of wild cherrywood.

The main floor contains a small vestibule leading into theparlor. On
the south end is the bedroom. The solarium and adjacent sitting room are
located along the west side, having been constructed after the initial brick
structure was completed, Main floor areas are of three-inch maple boards
with walnut inlay. A fireplace on the north wall of the parlor has a hearth
of four, one-foot square, homemade glass blocks, a feature which allows
viewing the fire from the basement sitting room. The fireplace also containg]
a sophisticated flue system utilized for additional room heating along with
the gravity hot air furnace. Windows are of the double hung variety with
two special features: the storm windows are permanently attached to the
exterior by hinges on one side, opened by a lever system from inside; and
screens are built into the wall beneath the lower window sash and raise
automatically with the window,

The circular solarium is of frame construction set with glass panels
down to about two feet from the floor. This lower section of wall is sur-
rounded by a series of horizontal iron water pipes which provide heat via a
hot water furnace located beneath this room in the basement level. This room
along with the rest of the house was cooled in the summer by air drawn throug
a 350-foot long underground tunnel by means of a homemade contrivance of fans
and gearwork powered by the windmill in the yard. This power also was used
to run machinery in the basement workshop.

The sitting room adjacent to the solarium on the north is of frame
construction with clapboard siding. These two rooms were the last constructe
by Francis, having been built to accomodate Mrs. Francis who suffered in
later years from a resplratory infirmaty.

The house is replete with original furnishings all designed and built
by Francls., His tools, papers, books, art work, etc., are also part of the
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7. DESCRIPTION, cont,
present furnishings,

HISTORY
Frederick Francis was born January 21, 1856 on the nearby Francis Home-

stead, an 80-acre farm settled in 1840 by his father, Sullivan R. Francis.

The Francis family was from New England, with ties in the New World dating back
to the 1630's, Francis attended district schools until the age of 18 when he
enrolled in the Illinois Industrial University (now the University of Illinocis)
graduating with honors in 1878 with a degree in mechanical engineering. Before
departing schiocl Francis designed and helped construct a seven-foot diameter
clock placed in the west tower of what is presently the oldest building on the
U, of I. campus. The clock was a memorial gift of the class of '78. Following
school Francis was employed by the Elgin Watch Co. of Elgin, Illinocis, During
this period he invented a piece of machinery which was instrumental in the
manufacture of the famous "Unbreakable"” mainspring, an invention for which he
received royalties for many vears.

Francis returned to Henry County in 1889, purchasing a 60-acre wooded
plot one mile north of the old family farm. Here he laid the foundation of his
house, moving into the partially completed structure with his new wife one year
later., The entire house and its contents were designed and built by Francis,

a project which lasted until his death in 1926. Francis willed his home and

for the completion of the few minor projects he had not finished and explaining
how to care for the heating and ventilation equipment and general upkeep of the
house,

The home was named '"Woodland Palace" by Francis, an obvious admission to
the fairytale quality he scught to embody in the house, The bedroom was called
the "Coach Room" and patterned after a Pullman sleeping car., The beds are in
niches on either side of an aisle-like room, ceilings are barrel vaulted, and
the chandelier is constructed of several railroad kerosene lamps. The floor is
painted light green with dark green borders to resemble carpeting.

As a skilled designer, bullder, mason, carpenter, woodcarver, mathema-
tician, inventor, artist, writer and poet, Francis was indeed an unusual person.
Children were treated to lectures on nature whenever they visited his grounds,
which were open to the public several years before he died. Although an avowed
atheist, Francis nevertheless respected his wife's right to practice her

while his wife was not.

Woodland Palace is a showcase of the builder's and inventor's art.
Utilizing these arts combined with ingenuity Francis built a home for both com-
fort and convenience along with one that was both interesting and expressive of
his lifestyle, ,

- Although there are far too many unique aspects to describe here in full,
{some of the more interesting not already mentioned are:

- A system of levers and gears hidden in the framework of the door leading to
the basement opened both doors at the same time when either was pushed.

-~ A 500 barrel fresh water cistern was installed on the north side of the
house below grade, filtering rainwater through 40 wagon loads of sand and two
tons of charcoal. The water was brought into the house by a hand pump in the

GPO 921.724
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grounds to the city of Kewanee for use as a park and museum, leaving instructiors

religious beliefs. The same held true for eating, since Francis was a vegetarian
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7. DESCRIPTION, cont,

basement, forcing water up to a 500 gallon storage tank in the attic. Another
storage tank was concealed in the ceiling of the bathroom and cupplied hot
water via a donut shaped heating coil surrounding the cooking stove chimney.

- The bedroom was entered through large sliding doors which disappeared
into the walls,

= Numerous hidden drawers and secret compartments are located throughout
the house.

-~ The stairway from the basement to the main floor has -curved edges on the
treads giving the illusion of a curved staircase,.

- A bookcase-~desk in the west sitting room is hinged to the wall. When
pulled down it becomes a twin bed with spring mattress,

-~ The home is open to the public year round with tours given by volunteers.
The City of Kewanee publishes historical material relating to the home and
grounds., '

The Illinois State Historical Society has designated the home a
Historical Site and it is so marked with a plaque,

GPO 921.724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -

SIGNEFICANCE

In being the personal creation of a gifted but eccentric individualisgt,

Frederick Francis Woodland Palace remains one of the most unusual residentidl

structures in Illinois. Carried out 'with a high standard of craftsmanship
and considerable attention to the design and fabrication of unusual
mechanical systems, the house in its own provincial way is reminiscent of
the work of Gaudi in Barcelona during the same years. As a personal and
untutored interpretation of the Queen Anne and Romanesque styles of the
late 1880's and early 1890's, the house that Francis built provides a
crescendo of vernacular design in Illinois.
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- |7, DESCRIPTION

{Check bne)
[ Excellent [x] Good [ Fair [3 Deteriorated [ Ruins {7 Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
k] Altered [ Unaltered 3 Moved Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

DESCRIPTION
The Frederick Francis '"Woodland Palace'" is located in Francis Park,

a 60 acre public picnic and camping area 4% miles east of the city of
Kewanee, Illinois. It is a flat, grassy area of about five acres with the
remaining area a heavily forested site with nature trails. The Francis
home is sited on the southwest quadrant of the open picnic area.

The building is about 25 x 30 feet, excluding the solarium and attached
sitting room on the west side, The house is constructed of a locally manu-~
factured hard-pressed reddish colored firebrick, most of which was hand-chipped
by Frederick Francis to provide a rough textured decorative effect. A two-
story concrete tower, cast and scored to simulate stone, designates the main
entry on the east side. Another doorway just to the north of the porch
allows entry to either the basement or main floor. There are two small
sitting porches on each corner of the south end of the house, entered from
the bedroom through glass doors which slide up into the roof area. These
frames also contain maple and walnut shutters which similarly conceal into
the walls. The gambrel roof surface, originally poured concrete over wire
mesh, was replaced during restoration with asphalt shingles., There is a
full basement, rising above grade about three feet. This area contains a
kitchen with built-in cabinetry, a workshop, a bathroom with tub and shower,
a furnace and storage room, sitting room, and a small deep cellar storage
area reached by a closet~like entry on the east wall. The basement floor is
painted pine planking, the ceiling embossed tin. The staircase leading up
to the main floor is of wild cherrywood,

The main floor contains a small vestibule leading into theparlor. On
the south end is the bedroom, The solarium and adjacent sitting room are
located along the west side, having been constructed after the initial brick
structure was completed. Main floor areas are of three-inch maple boards
with walnut inlay. A fireplace on the north wall of the parlor has a hearth
of four, one-foot square, homemade glass blocks, a feature which allows
viewing the fire from the basement sitting room. The fireplace also contains
a sophisticated flue system utilized for additional room heating along with
the gravity hot air furnace. Windows are of the double hung variety with
two special features: the storm windows are permanently attached to the
exterior by hinges on one side, opened by a lever system from inside; and
screens are built into the wall beneath the lower window sash and raise
automatically with the window. .

The circular solarium is of frame construction set with glass panels
down to about two feet from the floor. This lower section of wall is sur-
rounded by a series of horizontal iron water pipes which provide heat via a
hot water furnace located beneath this room in the basement level. This room
along with the rest of the house was cooled in the summer by air drawn through
a 350-foot long underground tunnel by means of a homemade contrivance of fans|
and gearwork powered by the windmill in the yard. This power also was used
to run machinery in the basement workshop.

The sitting room adjacent to the solarium on the north is of frame
construction with clapboard siding. These two rooms were the last constructed
by Francis, having been built to accomodate Mrs. Francis who suffered in
later years from a resplratory infirmaty.

The house is replete with original furnishings all designed and built
by Francis. His tools, papers, books, art work, etc., are also part of the
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7. DESCRIPTION, cont.
present furnishings.

HISTORY

Frederick Francis was born January 21, 1856 on the nearby Francis Home-
stead, an 80-acre farm settled in 1840 by his father, Sullivan R. Francis.

The Francis family was from New England, with ties in the New World dating back
to the 1630's. Francis attended district schools until the age of 18 when he
enrolled in the Illinois Industrial University (now the University of Illinois)
graduating with honors in 1878 with a degree in mechanical engineering. Before
departing school Francis designed and helped construct a seven-foot diameter
clock placed in the west tower of what is presently the oldest building on the
U. of I. campus. The clock was a memorial gift of the class of '78. Following
school Francis was employed by the Elgin Watch Co. of Elgin, Illinois. During
this period he invented a piece of machinery which was instrumental in the
manufacture of the famous "Unbreakable'" mainspring, an invention for which he
received royalties for many years.

Francis returned to Henry County in 1889, purchasing a 60-acre wooded
plot one mile north of the old family farm. Here he laid the foundation of his
house, moving into the partially completed structure with his new wife one year
later. The entire house and its contents were designed and built by Francis,

a project which lasted until his death in 1926. Francis willed his home and
grounds to the city of Kewanee for use as a park and museum, leaving instructior
for the completion of the few minor projects he had not finished and explaining
how to care for the heating and ventilation equipment and general upkeep of the
house.

The home was named "Woodland Palace' by Francis, an obvious admission to
the fairytale quality he sought to embody in the house., The bedroom was called
the ""Coach Room' and patterned after a Pullman sleeping car. The beds are in
niches on either side of an aisle-like room, ceilings are barrel vaulted, and
the chandelier is constructed of several railroad kerosene lamps. The floor is
painted light green with dark green borders to resemble carpeting.

As a skilled designer, builder, mason, carpenter, woodcarver, mathema-
tician, inventor, artist, writer and poet, Francis was indeed an unusual person,
Children were treated to lectures on nature whenever they visited his grounds,
which were open to the public several years before he died. Although an avowed
atheist, Francis nevertheless respected his wife's right to practice her

while his wife was not.

Woodland Palace is a showcase of the builder's and inventor's art.
Utilizing these arts combined with ingenuity Francis built a home for both com-
fort and convenience along with one that was both interesting and expressive of

his lifestyle,

. Although there are far too many unique aspects to describe here in full,
some of the more interesting not already mentioned are:
- A system of levers and gears hidden in the framework of the door leading to
he basement opened both doors at the same time when either was pushed.
- A 500 barrel fresh water cistern was installed on the north side of the
ouse below grade, filtering rainwater through 40 wagon loads of sand and two
tons of charcoal. The water was brought into the house by a hand pump in the

religious beliefs., The same held true for eating, since Francis was a vegetarian
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7. DESCRIPTION, cont.

basement, forcing water up to a 500 gallon storage tank in the attic. Another
storage tank was concealed in the ceiling of the bathroom and supplied hot
water via a donut shaped heating coil surrounding the cooking stove chimney.

- The bedroom was entered through large sliding doors which disappeared
into the walls,

- Numerous hidden drawers and secret compartments are located throughout
the house.

- The stairway from the basement to the main floor has curved edges on the
treads giving the illusion of a curved staircase.

- A bookcase~desk in the west sitting room 'is hinged to the wall, When
pulled down it becomes a twin bed with spring mattress.

-~ The home is open to the public year round with tours given by volunteers.
The City of Kewanee publishes historical material relating to the home and
grounds. '

The Illinois State Historical Society has designated the home a
Historical Site and it is so marked with a plaque.

GPO 921.724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ~

SIGNEFICANCE

Frederick Francis Woodland Palace remains one of the most unusual residenti
structures in Illinois. Carried out with a high standard of craftsmanship
and considerable attention to the design and fabrication of unusual
mechanical systems, the house in its own provincial way is reminiscent of
the work of Gaudi in Barcelona during the same years. As a personal and
untutored interpretation of the Queen Anne and Romanesque styles of the
late 1880's and early 1890's, the house that Francis built provides a
crescendo of vernacular design in Illinois,

In being the personal creation of a gifted but eccentric individualigt,
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( ) Archeological Site (Post-Columbian to 1673)
( ) French Influence (1673-1780)

( ) Illinois Frontier (1780-1818)

( ) Tllinois EBarly (1818-1850)

€ ) Illinois Middle (1850-1900)

( ) Illinois Late (1900-present)

( ) Famous People (give names & dates)

8. BSpecific Date: 1889
Aress of significance (check one or more of the following)

( ) Aboriginal (historic) ( ) Literature

( ) Aboriginal (pre-historic) ( ) Military

{ ) Agriculture ( ) Music

(X) Architecture ( ) Political

( ) Art ( ) Religion/Philosophy
() Commerce ( ) Science

() Communication ( ) Sculpture

( ) Conservation ( ) Social/Humanitarian
/) BEducation ( ) Theater

‘x ) Engineering (*) Transportatio:n

( ) Industry ( g Urban Flanniug

X ) Invention ( ) Other (specify)

( ) Landscape Architecture

Brief statement of significance: (izclude all names and dates)
Use additional sheets if necessarys

9. Form prepared by:
Name and Title: TH Date

Organization: Phone:

Street and number:

City or Town: County: Zip Code:

During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to
search for references for a perticular site. When filling out the
Survey form, please list according to the following example,
published references to the site for which forms are being complet-
ed. If a bpibliography can te compiled, it will greatly deduct from
the Survey's task.

Bibliocgraphy

Francis is billed as "Illinois' Forgotten Genius'". An engineer for several years
in Elgin, he returned to Kewanee and built this house from his own designs in 1889. It

has many gadgets and mechanical devices built in., He willed the house to the City of
Kewanee in 1926. Restored 1962.
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