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Mountain hare (Lepus timidus) in the Polissky Natural Reserve: distribution by biotopes and fac-
tors determining it. — Zhyla S. — State of populations of Lepus timidus in the Central Polissia has 
been studied. Abundance of the species is stable due to presence of enough number of foraging 
lands. Mountain hare in conditions of forest ecosystems of Polissia is more competitive in compari-
son with Lepus europaeus. Main limitative factor for this species is press from the side of hunters as 
well as direct pursuit by gun dogs, leading to redistribution of the species in space. 
Key words: mountain hare, biotope preference, protection, Polissian nature reserve, Ukraine. 
Address: Polissian Nature Reserve, vil. Selezivka, Ovruch dstr., Zhytomyr province, 11122, Ukraine. 
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