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Centrally speaking … 
 
A review of the last year reinforces the sheer variety of activity undertaken by the integrated area team in 
2011 and we aim to give a brief overview of some of our achievements in this shorter-than-usual issue of 
Central Area News.  A statistical snapshot of our work is given below but this represents only a fraction of 
how we support children and families in our area. For example, 2011 has seen the team provide: 
 
 Support for funding applications from community groups 
 Holiday and residential programmes 
 Work experience and volunteering placements 
 Venues and equipment 
 Film, drama and music opportunities 
 Adult learning and  parenting programmes 
 Delivery at and support for community events and festivals 
 Fund-raising for charitable causes 
 New websites for community groups and publicity materials 
 Advice on health, employment and leisure 
 
All of the above is delivered in addition to our core offer of youth work, play programmes, careers advice, tar-
geted job-search support for those aged 16+ and Children’s Centre activities for families with children aged 
0-5 years. 
 
2010/11 figures show that we worked with over 1,300 young people in our youth centres and made over 
4,000 interventions during street-based detached sessions. Our Connexions staff have conducted over 
2,000 guidance interviews with young people aged 13+ at three schools and Gateshead College (16+) since 
January. The new referral and allocation process, which now includes families referred direct from Social 
Work teams, has seen home-visit and casework support given to 38 families with complex needs (69 chil-
dren) by the integrated team. Many more will have received support direct from our Parent Outreach Work-
ers.   
 
A huge “thanks” to our many partners who have worked with the integrated team in 2011, including Home 
Group, SMART, St Chad’s Community Project, CoMusica, Northern Stage, Northumbria Police, NEPACS, 
Gateshead PCT, Get Into Football, Deckham Family Centre, Banardo’s, Joseph Swan School and the nine 
primary schools within the Central boundary. Thanks also to our colleagues in the Community Safety and 
Neighbourhood Management teams for their invaluable support throughout the year and to all of those staff 
and volunteers within our BME and Faith communities.  
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Central achievements - a selection of highlights from 2011 
 
 Published the Go:Central directory of youth activities – over 1,000 in circulation 
 Delivery of Speakeasy programmes in Central Children’s Centres 
 New Well-being, Children’s Dance and Zumba sessions at Elgin 
 New community grants programme created for Windmill Hills Community Centre 
 Training on support for prisoners’ families delivered to integrated area team 
 Sex and Relationship Education (SRE) pilot in youth work settings 
 Carnival on the Hill (Deckham Festival) with Home Group – 1,200 attending 
 Youth Inclusion Programme (20-weeks) with measurable reduction in youth crime 
 Community health event for the Bangladeshi community – 220 attending 
 Youth work (Avenues Project) short-listed for three national awards 
 Bensham Grove enters second stage of Heritage Lottery process 
 3 large multi-cultural football tournaments attract TV coverage – 140 participating 
 Trinity Tutor wins Gateshead Adult Learning Award for being Tutor of the Year 
 Avenues Project achieve charitable status 
 Successful British Heart Foundation grant for BME health work 
 Route 26 supply catering to selected 4Children Nurseries 
 Pilot of the ‘123 Magic’ parenting programme by Central Children’s Centres 
 Free weekly yoga and football sessions for the BME community   
 Route 26 and PCT launch press release and advice literature on breast cancer 
 Children’s Centres’ Communities Play initiative promotes exercise among families 
 Route 26 launch animated ‘On the Edge’ film about knife crime  
 Bookstart Corner initiative delivered in Children’s Centres 
 New support group for Polish families established at the Elgin Centre 
 Festive event at Deckham Community Centre with a home safety theme 
 Use of Nexus advertising spaces to promote the local youth offer 
 Offer of accredited (FA) football courses during holiday periods 
 Avenues delivery of health and PSHE work within Joseph Swan School 
 Content and editing support for the new Bensham and Saltwell newspaper 

Congratulations also to all colleagues who achieved additional qualifications in the last year as part of their 
commitment to deliver a higher level of service to the public. This ranges from NVQ and Teaching Certifi-
cates to BA (Honours) degrees and Higher Education Adviser Awards.  
 
Finally, may we extend a sincere thanks for your comments, contributions and support for the CAN – now at 
the quarter century (Issue 25) mark! – and wish you and your families an enjoyable and restful Christmas 
and Hanukkah period.  
 
gavinbradshaw@gateshead.gov.uk 

   12th Dec  12 Silly Days of Christmas family event @ Central Library (to 30th Dec) 
 13th Dec  Elgin Centre Christmas Lunch 
 16th Dec  SMART Christmas Drop In @ High West Street 
 16th Dec  Argyle Estate Christmas Show @ Wordsworth Street 
 21st Dec  Bensham Grove Christmas Party @ Sidney Grove 
 23rd Dec  Most centres close for festive period – please check direct 
 
 4th/5th Jan  Schools return and most centres re-open - please check direct  
 5th Jan  Central 11+ Team Meeting @ Connexions 
 9th Jan  Central Children’s Centres Team Development Day 
 18th Jan  NERS Multicultural Open Day for Young People @ Windmill Hills 
 13th Feb  Half Term Holiday (to 17th Feb) 
 27th Feb  NEPACS Hidden Sentence Training @ Elgin  
 5th Mar  Matov Under 18 Network @ Rectory Road 
 15th Mar  NEPACS Hidden Sentence Train the Trainer @ Elgin  C
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The Central year in pictures ... 

  Heritage Lottery @ Bensham Grove   Bangladeshi Health Event     National NYA Award for Kim Kyle 

Gateshead Together Football Comp      Children’s Centre Halloween Party    Carnival on the Hill @ Elgin 

           Active Kidz @ Deckham   Rowing Challenge @ Elgin   Avenues Low Mill Residential 

      Friday Evening YIP @ Sage    Promoting Healthy Event   Our Say Our Way Residential 

 Christmas Safety websites 
 
  www.direct.gov.uk 
  www.rospa.com/homesafety 
  www.fireservice.co.uk/safety/christmas 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/DG_191868�
http://www.rospa.com/homesafety�
http://www.fireservice.co.uk/safety/christmas�


 Central Quick Finder           
 

Youth and Community Centres 
 

The Avenues Project 
61 Coatsworth Road, Bensham, NE8 1QL  
0191 478 6983  
kimkyle@gateshead.gov.uk 
www.theavenuesproject.co.uk 
 

Bensham Grove Community Centre 
Sidney Grove, Bensham, NE8 2XD 
0191 433 6450 
chrisotoole@gateshead.gov.uk (Centre) 
nasreenzaman@gateshead.gov.uk (Youth) 
 

Deckham Community Centre 
Split Crow Road, Deckham, NE8 3UB 
0191 477 9210 
ginabarron@gateshead.gov.uk 
ashleekennedy@gateshead.gov.uk  
www.deckhamcommunityassociation.btik.com 
 
 
 
 

Contacts 
 

Central Area Manager 
Val Wilson 
Connexions Gateshead, West Street, NE8 1BH 
valwilson@gateshead.gov.uk 
0191 433 6839 
 

Over 11 Lead 
Gavin Bradshaw 
Connexions Gateshead, West Street, NE8 1BH 
gavinbradshaw@gateshead.gov.uk 
0191 433 6840 

 
 

The Muslim Centre 
2 - 4 Westbourne Avenue, Bensham, NE8 4NP 
0191 499 8209 
gatesheadmuslimsociety@hotmail.com 
www.gatesheadmuslimsociety.org.uk 
 

Route 26 Community Project 
Elgin Road, Carr Hill, NE9 5PA 
0191 433 5665 
carolinehills@gateshead.gov.uk 
 

St Chad’s Community Project 
21 Liddell Terrace, Bensham, NE8 1YN 
0191 490 1032 
ltreception@stchadscommunityproject.org 
www.stchadscommunityproject.org.uk/ 
 

Trinity Centre 
High Street, Gateshead, NE8 1EP 
0191 478 6181 
kathgarrity@gateshead.gov.uk 
www.trinity.etck.co.uk 
 
 

Under 11 Lead 
Cathy Taylor 
Elgin Centre, Elgin Road, NE9 5PA 
cathytaylor@gateshead.gov.uk 
0191 433 5669 

Child & Youth Support  
 

Connexions Gateshead  
West Street, NE8 1BH  
0191 433 6800 
derekthornton@gateshead.gov.uk 
www.connexions-tw.co.uk 
 

Deckham Family Centre 
201 Split Crow Road, NE8 3UB 
0191 477 1864 
cathkennedy@gateshead.gov.uk 
mandyhudspith@gateshead.gov.uk 
 

Joseph Swan School Extended Services 
Saltwell Road South, NE9 6LE 
0191 442 2017 
www.extended.org.uk/21clusters/25josephswan/ 
 

 
 

Play Development Service 
Tyne View Centre, Rose Street, NE8 2LS 
0191 433 5079 
sarahappleby@gateshead.gov.uk 
 

SMART (Central) 
5c High West Street, NE8 1EH 
0191 499 8110 or 0800 694 0277 
kirsty.martin@neca.co.uk 
www.getsmartgateshead.com 
 

Youth Crime Prevention Service (Central)  
Connexions, West Street, NE8 1BH 
0191 433 6808 
derekthornton@gateshead.gov.uk 
iandutton@gateshead.gov.uk 
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Northumbria Police (Central Youth Engage-
ment) 
Police Station, High West Street, NE8 1BN 
03456 043043 (69191) 
0750 895 7699 
stephen.purnell.1255@northumbria.pnn.police.uk 
www.ebeat.org.uk 
 

Children’s Centres 
 

Bensham Children’s Centre 
Liddell Terrace, Bensham, NE8 1YN 
0191 433 6453 

Deckham Children’s Centre 
Elgin Centre, Elgin Road, NE9 5PA 
0191 433 6300  
 

Matov Children’s Centre 
233 Alexandra Road, NE8 1RB 
0191 433 6356 
 
 
 

Bede Children’s Centre 
Old Fold Road, Gateshead, NE10 0DJ  
0191 433 5633 

Other sources of advice and support in Central Gateshead 
 

Banardo’s, Bewick Road, Gateshead  
Telephone 0191 417 9329 
 

Citizen’s Advice Bureau, 5 Regent Terrace, Gateshead 
Telephone 0191 440 8117 
 

Gateshead College, Baltic Campus, Quarryfield Road, Gateshead 
Telephone 0191 490 0300 
 

Gateshead Voluntary Organisations Council, 8-9 Gladstone Terrace, Gateshead 
Telephone 0191 478 4103 
 

Gateshead Young Women’s Outreach Project, 12 Gladstone Terrace, Gateshead 
Telephone 0191 477 7759 
 

MIND, Dunsmuir Grove, Gateshead 
Telephone 0191 477 83 95 
 

Sight Service, Bensham Hospital, Saltwell Road, Gateshead 
Telephone 0191 478 5959 
 

Victim Support, Swinburne House, Swinburne Street Gateshead 
Telephone 0191 477 8395 
 
Windmill Hills Centre, Chester Place, Gateshead 
Telephone 0191 490 0848 
 

Young People’s Health Development Worker (Central) 
Louise Lydall Mobile 0778 770 3660 
 

Young People’s Homeless Prevention/Young People’s Tenancy Support 
Telephone 0191 433 6822/0191 433 6850 
 

Young People’s Service Leaving Care Team, St Bede’s Drive, Gateshead 
Telephone 0191 433 6060 
 

Useful websites 
 
 
 

 
 

♥ Central 

www.gatesheadyouthforum.org.uk 

www.gateshead.gov.uk/childrenstrust/ 
www.gateshead.gov.uk 
http://familyservices.direct.gov.uk/ 
www.ourgateshead.org 
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