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and refused to pay him.” Periodic rebellions expressed resentment at Greek

spist’d him

nce, cone escension, and exploitation.
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‘But the separation between the Greeks and native ans was by no means S
omplete, and a fair amount of cultural interaction and blending occurred. Alexander e
c . : A . |
. 1ehad taken several Persian princesses as his wives and actively encouraged in- .
hlmsclfh.ld take : F - {‘ wctively B for im
rermartiage bctwsgﬂu;tr_m_)}__)s;md Asian women. In both Egypt and Mesopotamia, i
Greek rulers patronized the building of temples to local gods and actively supported this d
y ~ . [
their priests. A growing number of native peoples were able to become Greek citi- - ing. S
— gl W Yenal o ~ 1 o an Lrq s 1. 7 . 5 AT » 4 ~ ,'
zens by obcali\ Ldll(.ltl(?l]. speaking the language, dressing moprlatdy, miles
d assuming Greek names. In India, Greeks were assimilated into_the hieragrchy of 4
and as i oun
the caste system as members of the Kshatriya (warrior) caste, while in Bactria a sub- andr
stantial number of Greeks converted to Buddhism, including one of their kings, haht,

Mcna_n_c_igr. A school of Buddhist art that emerged in the early centuries of the Com-
mon Erﬂ_depictcd the Buddha i human form for the first time, but in Greek-like
garb wit_]g_;_]_facc resembling the god/\__}_)(_)]lo (see Visual Source 4.2, p. 211). Clearly, not
all was conflict between the Greeks and the peoples of the East.

In the long run, much of this Greek cultural influence faded as the Hellenistic
kingdoms that had promaoted it weakened and vanished by the first century B.C.E.

While it lasted, however, it represented a remarkable cultural encounter, born of the

collision of two empires and two second-wave civilizations. In the western part of
that Hellenistic world, Greek rule was replaced by that of the Romans, whose em-
pire, like Alexander’, also served as a vehicle for the continued spread of Greek

culture and ideas.

Comparing Empires: Roman and Chinese I

While the adjacent civilizations of the Greeks and the Persians collided, two other —— Col
empires were taking shape — the Roman Empire on the far western side of Eurasia < \aﬂ"" H_av
and China’s imperial state on the far eastern end. They flourished at roughly the same 6‘ i v,u.«'; : pari

t@ﬂgoo B.C.E~200 C.E.); they occupied a similar area (about 1.5 million square b"+ i
miles); and they encompassed populations of a similar size (50 to 6o million). They ‘LON,;AO\ Qin
: : et S, ey e ) |
were the glant empires of their time, shaping the lives of close to half of the world’s bk info
Population. UnTike the Greeks and the Persians, the Romans and the Chinese were cha
only dim] f . b osddl
g Yy aware of each other and had almost no direct contact. Historians, how- Har
ver, - i iy er——
» lave seen them as fascinating variations on an imperial theme and have long Cha

ex Ty ,
Plored their similarities and differences.

Ro . .
. ™e: From City-State to Empire
he ris : s
PefSianeE(;f mpires is among the perennial questions that historians tackle. Like the
e Worldplrj that of the Romans took shape initially on the margins of the civi-
and was an unlikely rags-to-riches story. Rome began as a small and im-

P()Verish .

ed city- ! —— —

by State on the western side of central Italy in the eighth century B.C.E.,
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s 1 Africa, and the Middle E: ;
Bratain, North Africa, . g, Roman aristocrats th i
A ki ar ]d <00 B.C.E. 5 rew g 5‘
Originally ruled by a king, around 5 9 3 Fthe |

¥ o . men of a wealthy class. knoas !
74 ‘hed a re - in which the mer ,__L\.% }
i< o monarchy and established a republic s |

. e i as exercised by two consuls, w
p nrhﬁfhnninntvd Executive authority W , Who Were

- : A patrician ass 'nilbly, the Senate. Dee o
& advised by a patrician asse i v i e —,
°\° (‘ lled plebeians (plih-BE E-uhns), led to 1mpo1 tant changes in Roman politica] |
calicec (& A1 e
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; & b lfe_ J
: T R ‘bejans some protection from abuse; a syster, ;
: A written code of law offered plebetc of
i~ ad C u-h\l’" A written ¢« ‘ : ’ b
- v S a3 public assemblies pro\'ldcd an opportt

y for Jlower classes to shape public policy:
Q2 and a new office of tribune, who represented plebeians, EfH,OWCd them to block it
t7k e favorable legislation. Romans took great ])1'1dc in this EOllthal system, believip tha |
ls. w amioved oreater freedom than did many of their more autocratic neighbors. T
50 they enjoyed gre = !
: T ——— ———— ~- - TIOAD ) - ) :
- a-)» W values of the republic—rule of law, the rights of thlZL.nS,'t = senc‘e‘ of retension, |
2 L¢3‘5 s upl.iw_hclxmi_qr, keeping one’s word—were later idealized as “the way of the !
- Q. R — — /
s aatt ancestors.”
e o ) ‘
e - With this political system and these values, the Romans launched their empire-
X building enterprise, a prolonged process that took more than 500 years (see Map 1),

pening conflict with the poorer

[t began in the 490s B.C.E. with Roman control over its Latin neighbors in centr

Italv and over the next several hundred years encompassed most of the Italian penin-
sula. Between 264 and 146 B.C.E., victory in the Punic Wars with Carthage, a power-
X\,.l« - il empire with its capital in North Africa, extended Rioman control over the west- f&

ern Mediterranean, including Spain, and made Rome a naval power. Subseauent

P ————————
expansion in the eastern Mediterranean brought the ancient civilizations of Greece,
Egypt, and Mesopotami der R dominati 1

gypt, 2 sopotamia under Roman domination. Rome also expanded into ter-

ritories in Southern and Western Europe, 1ncluHTng present-day France and Britain.
—_— e

By early in the second century c.E., the Roman Empire had reached its maximum

extent. Like classical Greece, that empire has been associated with Europe. Butinit

own time, elites in i ic .
North Africa and south

. e west Asia likewise claimed Roman iden-
tity, and the empire’s richest provinces were in the east
W Change 4

No overall design or i e : ,
How did Rome grow from gn or blueprint drove the building of empire, nor were there ay

- \ precedents to guide the i
il Sarceon o g ¢ Romans. What they created was something wholly new=

_ an empire . :
Ak ieeaipire 2 G ; that encompassed the entire Mediterranean basin and beyond. It was?
iecemeal proce ;. . 2
5 fermoriq plou(;lss, which the R omans mnvariably saw as defensive anf
Cr ow : 4
My 0,‘7" PN qukests 2 cated new vulns:rablhtlesﬁ, which could be assuaged only by more con-
Qo 6. Tor some, the growth of empire represente i Idiers hoped
T o for land, Ipot, or salaries that mioht | : opportynity. Poor SO

e\ S that might lift their families f The well—tO'dO
Qr@ ;J‘V-( or well-connected gained gre{t Sstat ; out of poverty. ol
" D e es, earned promotions,'a_nisqn1et1mes achue™®

d high polit; : il
the eastern Med.iterralzg;le;f‘n0 ltlcalﬁc.e'The wealth of long-established SocleFleSI

(Greece and Egypt, for example) beckoned, 3 4
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Map3.4 The Roman Empire

Atits height in the second century .k, the Roman Empire incorporated the entire Mediterranean basin,
including the larids of the Carthaginian Empire, the less-developed region of Western Europe, the heartland
of Greek civilization, and the ancient civilizations-of Egypt and Mesopotamia. »—

fesources and food supplies of the less developed regions, such as Western Europe.
There was no shortage of motivation for the creation of the Roman Empire.
Although Rome’s central location in the Mediterranean basin provided a con-
- Venient launching pad for empire, it was the army, “well-trained, well-fed. and well-
- "™Warded,” that built the empire.10 Drawing on the growfﬁgpopulation of Italy, that
i Was often brutal in war. Carthage, for example, was utterly destroyed; the city
i fazed to the ground. and its inhabitants were either killed or sold into slavery.
g Onethelegs, Roman authorities could be genegus_g) former enemies. Some were

srnted Roman citizenship; others were treated as allies and allowed to maintain
. R
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Queen Boudica

This statue in London com-
memorates the resistance of
the Celtic people of eastern
Britain against Roman rule
during a revolt in 60—61 C.E.,
led by Queen Boudica. A later
Roman historian lamented
that “all this ruin was brought
upon the Romans by a
woman, a fact which in ikself
caused them the greate&t
shame.” (Daniel Boulet,
photographer)

»
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their local rulers. As the empire grew,
too did political forces in Rome that £,
vored its continued expansion and Were
willing to commit the necessary myy_
power and resources.

Centuries of empire building and the
warfare that made it possible had an jp,_
pact on Roman society and values, Thy
vast process, for example, shaped R omgy,
understandings of gender and the appro-
priate roles of men and women. R ome
was becoming a warrior society in Vﬂm
the masculinity of upper-class male cii-
zens was defined in part by a man’s role
as ﬁoldier and a property owner. In pri-
vate life this translated into absolute con-

trol over his wife, children, and slaves, in-
e s

cludi'r‘;g—t_he theoretical;gb; to kill them

‘fice ¥

without interference from the state. This ability of a free man and a Roman citizen
to act decisively in both public and private life lay at the heart of ideal male identity.
A Roman woman could participate proudly in this warrior culture by bearing brave

sons and inculcating these values in her offspring.

Strangely enough, by the early centuries of the Common Era the wealth of em-
pire, the authority of the imperial state, and the breakdown of older Roman socil
patterns combined to offer women in the elite classes a less restricted life than they
had known in the early centuries of the republic. Upper-class R oman women had
never been as secluded in the home as were their Greek counterI‘J_’;{S,jlg—n;‘;v the
legal authority of their husbands was curtailed by the intrusion of the state into what
had been privatg life. The head of household, O;Eagr familias, lost his earlier power
of life and death over his famiy. Furthermoré, such women could now marry with-
out transferring legal control to their husbands and wereﬁc.reasingly able to man-
age their gyvn finances and take part in the growing commercial economy of the
empire. According to one scholar, Roman women of the wealthier classes gained
“almost complete liberty in matters of property and marriage.”“ At the other end of
the social spectrum, Roman conquests brought many thousands of women a8 well

as men into the empire as slayes, often brutally treated and subject to the whims ©
their masters (see Chapter s, PP- 229-33).

The rele

¢ relentless expansion. of empire raised yet another profound questior 2
Ron?e: could republican government and values survive thie acquisitio_n_Qf/ah e
empire? The wealth of empire enriched 4 few, enabling them to acquire larg¢ estat®
and many slaves, while pushin&growing numbers of free farmers into ‘W
paverty. Imperial riches also empowered a small group of military leadefS’M ol
Sulla, Pompey, Julius Caesar—who recruited their troops directf; from the pi
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(,|'|I|(' I\U(\I' .lll\{ \\'ll()'.,(- flerce ||\v'||||(~, l’“’“!"lll ‘IVll war to |;\”““, (llllillj’, !il!' first
century B.C.E Traditionalists lamented the apparent decline of republican values
simplicity, service, free farmers as the backbone of the army, the authority of the

Senate — amid the self-secking ambition of the newly rich and powerful. When the

w

dust settled from the civil war, Rome was clearly changing. for authority was now
) ot 1) -~ P, e

vested primarily in an emperor, the first of whom was Octavian, later granted the
: AT Tl — greliec ik
title nt'/\\lglxlm (r. 27 B.C.E.~14 C.E.), which implied a divine status for the ruler (see

——————————
ecome arl f‘lll}ill"

Visual Source 3.4, p. 162). The republic was history: Rome
L~ ————————— ¢ ———— e ——

and its ruler an emperor.
But it was an empire with an uneasy conscience, for many felt that in acquir-
ing an empire, Rome had betraved and abandoned its republican origins. Augustus

was careful to_maintain the forms of the republic—the Senate, consuls, pul)li(

assemblies—and referred to himself as “first man” rather than “king” or “em yeror,’
5.

even as he accumulated enormous personal power. And in a bow to republican val-

ues, he spoke of the empire’s conquests as reflecting the “power of the Roman

people” rather than of the Roman state. Despite this rhetoric, he was emperor in
o el

practice, if not in name, for he was able to exercise sole authority, backed up by his
# e =

imperial prerogatives. During the first two centuries C.E., this empire in disguise pro-

vided security, grandeur, and relative prosperity for the Mediterrancan world. This

was the pqx [ 1a, the Roman peace, the era of imperial Rome’s greatest extent

and greatest authority. (See Document 3.2, pp. 148—50, for a Greek celebration of the

Roman Empire.) de :
bt e il

China: From Warsing States to Empire

About the same time, on the other side of Eurasia, another huge imperial state was in

the making— China. Here, however, the task was understood differently. It was not

a matter of creating something new, as in the case of the Roman Empire, but of re-
storing something old. As one of the First Civilizationg, a Chinese state had emerged
as early as 2200 B.C.E. and under the Xia, Shang, and Zhou dynasties had grown pro-
gressively larger. By 500 B.C.E., however, this Chinese state was in shambles. Any ear-

lier unity vanished in an age of warring states, featuring the endless rivalries of seven
competing kingdoms.

‘To many Chinese, this was a wholly unnatural and unacceptable condition, and
rulers in various states vied to reunify China. One of’ them, known to history as Qi_n
Shihuangdi (chihn shee-HUANG-dee) (i.e., Shihuangdi from the state of Qin), suc-
ceeded brilliantly. The state of Qin had already devel d an effective Bureau acy,
§Ub0rdi\nated its aristoa'acy, c.zauipped 1ts armllxith iron weapons, and enjoved rap-
1dl)’.l'iSing a{;Mpu‘( and a_growing population. It also had adopted a politi-
cal philosophy called Legalism, which advocated clear rules and harsh punishments as

dmeans of enforeing the authority of the _statg.f(See Document 3.3, pp. 15051, for
4 example of Legalist thinking,) With these resources, Shihuangdi (r.221-210 B.C.E)

A=
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B Comparison

Why was the Chinese

empire able to take shape

so quickly, while that of the

Romans took centuries?
Adva *157—5
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PORTRAIT ) Trung Trac:

Empm‘\ have long faced resis
tance from people they con
quer and never more fiercely than
in Vietnam, which was incorpo
rated into an expanding Chinese
empire for over a thousand years
(111 B.C.E~939 C.E). Among the
carliest examples of Vietnamese
resistance to this oce upation was
that led around 40 (:‘1,,1)_\”lrung g
Trac and her younger sister Trung
Nhi, daughters in an aristocratic, (CPA
military family. Trung Trac mar-

ried a prominent local lord Thi Sach, who was a vocal
opponent of offensive Chinese policies— high taxes, even
on the right to fish in local rivers; required payoffs to Chi-
nese officials; and the imposition of Chinese culture on
the Vietnamese. In response to this opposition, the Chinese
governor of the region ordered Thi Sach’s execution.

This personal tragedy provoked Trung Trac to take up
arms against the Chinese occupiers, quickly gaining a
substantial following among peasants and aristocrats alike.
Famously addressing some 30,000 soldiers, while dressed
in full military regalia rather than the expected mourning
clothes, she declared to the assembled crowd:

Foremost I will avenge my country.

Second I will restore the Hung lineage.

Third I will avenge the death of my husband.
Lastly I vow that these goals will be accomplished.

Within months, her forces had captured sixty-five
towns, and, for two years, they held the Chinese at bay,
while Trung Trac and Trung Nhi ruled a briefly indepen-
dent state as co-queens. Chinese sources referred to Trung
Trac as a “ferocious warrior.” During their rule, the sisters
eliminated the hated tribute taxes imposed by the Chi-

| WORLD HISTORY, 500 E

Resisting the Chinese Empire

Trung Trac and Trung Nhi

Media)

T

s .C.E.~ 500 C.E.

nese and sought to restore the
authority of Vietnamese aristo.
crats. A‘lnrgc military force, said
to number some 80,000
among its leaders thirty.':i:::unkd
female “generals,” including 2
the Trung sisters’ mother,

Soon, however, Chinese
forces overwhelmed the rebeligy
and Trung Trac’s support fadeq
Later Vietnamese records ex-
plained the failure of the reyol;
as a consequence of its female
leadership. In traditional Vietnamese accounts, the Trung
sisters committed suicide, jumping into a nearby river a
did a number of their followers.

Although the revolt failed, it lived on in stories and
legends to inspire later Vietnamese resistance to invaders—
Chinese, French, Japanese, and American alike. Men were
reminded that women had led this rebellion. “Whata
pity,” wrote a thirteenth-century Vietnamese historian,
“that for a thousand years after this, the men of our land
bowed their heads, folded their arms, and served the
northerners [Chinese]| 12 T this day, temples, streets, and
neighborhoods bear the name of the Trung sisters, and 2
yearly celebration in their honor coincides with Interna-
tional Women’s Day. Usually depicted riding on war ele-
phants and wielding swords, these two women also repre-
sent the more fluid gender roles then available to some
Vietnamese women in comparison to the stricter pariat-
chy prevalent in China.

Question: How might you imagine the reactions to the Trun§
sisters’ revolt from Chinese officials, Vietnamese aristocrats:
Vietnamese peasants both male and female, and latef
generations of Vietnamese men and women?

ia;lunch;d 4 nnhFafY campaign to reunify China and in just ten years soundly el
‘e 0}: €I warring states. Believing that he had created a universal and eter? Cme

ilre, e grandly named himself Shihuangdj, which means the “first empefor",U
ugustus, he showed little ambivalence about empire. Subsequent conquest

tend ina’ : i
nded China’s boundaries far to the south into the northew

-
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the northeast into Korea, and to the northwest, where the Chinese pushed back the
nomadic pastora people of the steppes. (See the Portrait of Trung Trac, opposite, for

an cx;ml}‘lk‘ of resistance to Chinese expansion.) Altlmugl) the boundaries fluctuated

over time, Shihuangdi laid the foundations for a unified Chinese state. which has en-
dured, with periodic interruptions, to the present (Map 3.5).

Building on earlier precedents, the Chinese process of empire formation was far
more compressed than the centuries-long Roman effort, but it was no less dependent

on military force and no less brutal. Scholars who opposed Shihuangdi’s policies

werg ¢ executed and their books burned. Aristocrats who might oppose his centraliz-

ing polu ies were moved physically to the capital. Hundreds of thousands of laborers

were recruited to construct the Great Wall of China, designed to keep out northern

“barbarians,” and to erect a monumental mausoleum as the emperor’s final resting ,.H
—

place. (See Visual Source 3.3, p. 160.) More positively, Shihuangdi imposed a uniform f 0% f

system of weights measures, and currency and standardized the length of axles for carts : W

and the written form of the Chinese language.

g

J Lake Baikal

y  South China
.. .Sea

dynasty brought unity to the heartland of Chinese civiization, and the much longer Han dynasty
Tritorial reach south toward Vietnam, east to Korea, and west into Central Asia. To the north
 confederacy of the nomadic Xiongnu.
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the Roman

and Chinese empires able
to enjoy long periods of
relative stability and
prosperity?

IN WORLD HISTORY, 500 B.C.E.— 500 C.E.

the creation of the Chinese empire had domestic repercussiop

As in Rome, it Tavate ;
A - 2 >’s transition fi :
ore brief and s"upcrfmnl compmcd to Romest rom rGPUbhct
but they were DIICL =~ - chihianedi’s policies & ' 5
. The speed and brutality of Shihuangd1s : :
empire. The speed and brutatit) ned in 206 B.C.E. The Han ¢
dvnasty did not last long, and 1t collgpsed unmournee o= e dynagyy
= 06 B.C.E—220 C.E.) retained the centralized features of Shl}%gdi's
_ Y, = harchness of his policies, adopting a mil
creation, although 1t1¢)_0d_g1&tnd the harshness OJ_____E______. ’h P h'lg .___ﬂr‘and
. — — < S 1
monalistic Confucianism in place of Legalism as the ﬂboverfn Ag ,p ;950th of the
states. (See Document 4.1, Pp. 198—200, for a sampleioti GO IR pikig

ho consolidated China’s imperial

that followed (

L
state and established the po-

Han dynasty rulers w
litical patterns that lasted into thc‘—t_\lf_g_l_tl_c_tb century.

. —

Consolidating the Roman and Chinese Lmptres

erial systems shared a number of commop

Once established, these two huge in
features. Both, for example. defined themselves in universal terms. The Romap

writer Polybius spoke of bringing “almost the entire world” under t}}.e; control of
Rome. while the Chinese state was said to encompass “all under heaven.” Both
of them invested heavimlic works—roads, bridges, aqueducts, canals, pro-
tcctivm—;all designed to integrate their respective domains militarily and

commercially. b Lok

Turthermore, Roman and Chinese authorities both invoked supernatural sanc-
tions to support their rule. By the first century c.E., Romans began to regard their
deceased emperors as gods and established a religious cult to bolster the authority of
living rulers. It was the refusal of early Christians to take part in this cult that pro-
voked their periodic persecution by Roman authorities. o

In China,a much older tradition had long linked events on earth with the invisible
realm called “hea_\fg” In thjs conception, heaven was neith;cr a plaée nor a supreme
bei&'but rather an impersonal moral force that regulated the universe. Emperors
were called the Son of Heaven and were said to govern by the Mandate of Heaven
so long as they ruled morally and with benevolence. Peasant rebellions, “barbarian”

invasions, or disastrous floods were viewed as signs that the emperor had ruled badly
and thus had lost the Mandate of Heaven. Among the chief duties of the emperor W&
thfl)erform_a_nce of varfiogs rituals thought to maintain the aEEropriataE:ZLﬁ{—-O/ﬁﬁp
between heaven and earth.What moral government meant i@racticéwt
in the writings of Confucius and his followers, which became the official ideolog)
of the empire (see Chapter 4). ' = T
Both of these second-wave civilizations alsg abs foreign religious tradition ™
Christianity in the Roman world and Bud’dIisrsr(: riie(éiififﬁlr‘if;ogmce”

unfolded somewhat differently. In the case of Rome, Christianity was born @ i

sect in a remote corner of the empire, Aided by the pax Romana and__fP_x_gn_an/mg'd"
the rqvfalth spread slowly for several cen;uries, particulérl'yvar;&ng the poor zma
lower classes. Women were promgnent in the lezldership of the early church, as were

1 ; t-
number of more well-to-do individuals from urban families. After suffering inger™!
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tent persecution, Christianity in the fourth century c.k. obtained state support from
emperot who hoped to shore up a tottering empire with a common religion a1 1d
chereafter the religion spread qulu rapidly.

In the case of China, by contr rast, Buddhism came from India, far beyond the Chi-

nese world. It was introduced to China by Central Asian traders and received little

support from Han dynasty rulers. In fact, the religiop spread only modestly among

[
Chinese until after the Han dynasty collapsed (220 ¢.E.), when it 1ppu]u{ to people

who felt bL\\lldU(d by the loss of a predictable and stable society. Not until the Sui
IR GO

(sway) d\ mst\' emperor Wendi (r. §81—604 C.E.) reunified China d lid the new religion

gain state support, and then only temporarily. Buddhism thus became one of several
st i e Sare D

alternative cultural traditions in a complex Chinese mix, while C hristianity, though

divided internally, ultimately became the dominant religious tr adition throughout .l,g\ra \
Europe (see Chapters 8 and 10). M—l

The Roman and Chinese empires also had g different relationship to the societies Y 24
they governed. Rome’s beginnings as a small city-state meant that Romans,and even V'
Italians, were always a distinct minority within the empire. The Chinese empire, by

contrast, grew out of a much larger cultural heartland, already ethnically Chinese. Fur-

thermore, as the Chinese state expanded, ¢ Lspccmlly to the south, it actively assimilated

the non- Chinese or “barbarian” people. In shmt they became Chinese, culturally,
-____‘__’————- e a———
hnoulstlcallv. and through intermarriage in physical appearance as well. Many Chi-

nese in modern times are in fact descended from people who at one point or another
were not Chinese at all.

The Roman Empire also offered a kind of assimilation to its subject peoples.
Gradually and somewhat 1eluctmtly, the empire granted Roman citizenship to vari-

—

ous individuals, families, or whole communities for their S€1V1C€ to the empire or
yiduals OmInumues K pire

in recognition of the their adoption of Roman culture. In 212 ¢. k., Roman citizenship

was bestowed on 1 almost all free people of the empire, Citizenship offered clear

advantages—the right to hold public office, to serve in the Roman military units

known as legions, to wear a toga, and more—but it conveyed a legal status, rather
el
than cultural assimilation, and certainly did not erase other identities, such as being
Greek, Egyptian, or a citizen of a particular city.
Varlous elements of Roman culture —its public buildings, its religious rituals, its (,\N—W q&
Latin language its style of city life—were attractive, especnlly in Western Europe, [ \)""’Q
where urban civilization was something new. In the eastern half of the empire, how-

ever, things Greek retained tremendous prestige. Many clite Romans in fact re-

garded Greek culture—its literature, philosophy, and art—as superior to their own
and p;oudly sent their sons to Athens for a Greek education. To some extent, the
two blended into a mixed Greco-Roman tradition, which the empire served to dis-
seminate throughout the realm. Other non-Roman cultural traditions—such as the
cult of the Persian god Mithra or the compassionate Egyptian goddess Isis, and, most
extensively, the Jewish-derived rehglon of Christianity—also spread throughout
the.emplfe. Nothing similar occurred in Han dyngsty China, except for Buddhism,
Wwhich established a modest presence, largely among foreigners. Chinese culture, widely
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the model to which others should conform, experienced little P~ \

. =N € 1 it ns.
petition from older, venerated, or foreign traditio b '
B ut contrasting w :
ved these -mpires in important g Ways. L
Language served these two empl Pe; S

e enich 5 various distinct languages
alphabetic language depicting sounds, gaw. \Sp%h
Portuguese French,Italian,Romanian——whereas Chinese did not. Chingge ] i
ortuguese, FTelis —_  —— ds, were not easily transh :

2 re than sounds, cagly randcyy. |

ters, which representcd y
d i i e unders .
a&guages.ertten Chinese, however, could b stood by ]l o

ich spoken dialect of the language they used. Thus Gl
| lation. For all of thi i

recognized as

to other 1
people, no matter wh

= - acd s i imi
more than Latin, served as an instrument of elite assii Eason,

the various peoples of the Roman Empire were able to maintain their separate cultury]
u—/ ) =
identities far more than was the case in China.

Politically, both empires established effective cen
more than the Romans, developgd gy

tralized control over vast regions

and huge populations, but the Chinese, far
claborate bureaucracy to hold the empire togemér..The Har} emperor Wudi (r. 141~
87 B.C.E.) established an imperial academy for traimning officials for an emerging by
reaucracy with a curriculum based on the writings of Confucius. This was the be. g
J = :’

ginning of a civil sgrvice system, complete with examinations and selection g meri,

which did much to integrate the Chinese empire and lasted into the early y tywentieth

century. Roman administration was a somewhat ra}p}sha‘cklreﬂaﬁ’éﬁir, relying more on
regional aristocratic elites and the army to provide cohesion. Unlike the Chinese
however, the Romans develgped an elaborate body of lawy, applicable equally toall

people of the realm, dealing with matters of justice, property, commerce, and family

life. Chinese and Roman political development thus generated different answers to
the question of what made far good government. For those who inherited the Ro-
man tradition, it was good laws, whereas for those in the Chinese tradition, it was
good men.

Finally both Roman and Chinese civilizations had mafked effects on the envi-
ronment. The Roman poet Horace complained of the noise and smoke of the city
and obj'ec.ted to the urban sprawl that extended into the adjacent fertile lands. ROA-
man mining operations and the smelting of metals led to e':xtgﬁsive deforestation
?nd u_nRrecedented levels of lead in the atnldéphere. Lar,gé—scale Chinese ironwork-
ing _durmg'the H.an dynasty contributed to substantial urBan air pollutiroﬂn, while the
growth of ?ntenswe agriculture and logging stripped the land of its grass and forest
cover, causing sufficient soil erosion to turn the Hwang-ho River its characteristi¢

yellow-brown color, What hac i |
Yellow River. at had been known simply as “the River” now becam¢ il

-

The Collapse of Empires

Empires rise, and i : '

provide hist:o,rairelmst}\17:irt1}’1v:;lri1 SC;HLC apparent regularity, they fall, and in doin
v 0 t & . . . L9 ! L

lapse of these once-mighty stfucttilr ety

. . a
end in 220 C.k; the traditi tes? In China, the Han dynasty empire l . r
» (1€ traditional date for the fing] disintegration of the Roma® En
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pire is 470 c.k., although a process of decline had been under way for several centuries.

In the Roman,_case, however, only the western half of the empire collapsed, while

orn part. subsequently known as the Byzantine Empire. maintained the tra-
. eastern part, subsequently ki yzantine Empire, maint:

ghe astepn sy subsequently known . pire the
dition of imperial Rome for another thousand years.

Despite these differences, a number of common factors have been associated with

the end of these imperial states. At one level, they both simply got too big, too over-
NWi too expensive to be sustained by the available resources, and no funda-

mental technological breakthrough was available to enlarge these resources. Further-

more, the growth of large landowning families with huge estates and l)()litii(:;]l clout

oz

enabled them to avoid paying taxes, turned free peasants into impoverished tenant
farmers, and diminished the authority of the central governmeng. In China, such

conditions led to a major peasant revolt, known as the Yellow Turban Rebellion, in
184 C.E. (see pp. 223—24).

Rivalry among elite factions created instability in both empires and eroded im-
perial_au.thority. In China, persistent tension between et C()W(GU_

nuchs) loyal to the emperor and Confucian-educated scholar-bureaucrats weakened

the state. In the Roman Empire between 235 and 284 C.E., some twenty-six individu-
als claimed the title of Roman emperor, only one of whom died of natural causes.
In addition, epidemic disease ravaged both societies. The population of the Roman
Empire declined by 25 percent in the two centuries following 250 C.E.,a demographic
disaster that meant diminighed production, less revenug for the state, and fewer men

available for the defense of the empire’s long frontiers.

To these mounting internal problems was added a growing threat from nomadic
or semi-agricultural peoples occupying the frontier regions of both empires. The
Chinese had long developed various w;; of dealing with the Xiongnu and other
nomadic w_r_lgrth—building the Great Wall to keep them out, offering
them trading opportunities at border markets, buying them oft with lavish gifts, con-

e

tracting marriage alliances with nomadic leaders, and conducting periodic military
campaigns against them. But as the Han dynasty weakened in the second and third
Resdcanstincim
centuries C.E., such peoples more easily breached the frontier defenses and set up a
e

succession of “‘barbarian states” in north China. Culturally, however, many of these
foreign rulers gradually became Chinese, encouraging intermarriage, adopting Chi-
nese dress, and setting up their courts in Chinese fashion.

e PooEne - :
A weakening Roman Empire likewise faced serious problems from Germanic-
speakin les livi i i I ¢
g peoples living on its northern frontier. Growing numbers of these people
_on 1ts northern frontier

 —— S ——

€8an to enter the empire in the fourth century ¢.r—some asmercenaries in Roman
armj T e !

™IS and others as refugees fleeing the invasions of the ferocious Huns, who were

en 1 ; S S : .
Penetrating Europe from Central Asia. Once inside the declining empire, various
Germanj T Wi

anic groy

g ‘ established their own kingdoms, at first cgl_trolling_Roman emper-

iand then displacing them altogether by 476 c.k. Unlike the nomadic groups in
Vel(l)r;:;:;lo- largely aSSifm"lated Chinese culture, Germanic kingdoms in Europe de-
< own ethnic identjties— Visigoths, Frglkg, Anglo:S_axons, and others—

¢y drew on Roman law and adopted R oman Christianity. Far more than

B Change

What internal and external
factors contributed to the
collapse of the Roman
and Chinese empires?
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in China, the fal| of the Roman Empire Pdeuceg i

culture, blending Latin and Germanic elem t5, Which
vided the foundation for the hybrid civilization that WOU?(;
arise in Western Europe. "
Thc?o]lapw of empire meant more than the disappear\
ance of centralized government and endemic conflic, |y, i
Han China and post-Roman Europe, it also meant the declin,
of urban life, a contracting population, less area under Ut
tion, diminishing i'nternationgl_tg;gie, and wvast nsecuri ‘fOr
ord_i_n_a_ry_peoplc. It must have seemed that civilization itself

was unraveling.

The most significant difference between the collapse of
empire in China and that in the western Roman Empire lay
in what happened next. In China, after about 350 years of gi;_
union, disorder, frequent warfare, and political chaos, a Cp;.

b . .

Meeting of Attila and Pope Leo | nese imperial state, similar to that of the Han dynasty Was
Among the “barbarian” invaders of the Roman Empire, none  reassembled under the Sui (§89—618 C.E.), Tang (618—907),and
were more feared than the Huns, led by the infamous Attila. Song (060—1279) dynasties. Once again, a Single emperor ned
In a celebrated meeting in 452 c.t., Pope Leo | persuaded o | s rina T o s

Attila to spare the city of Rome and to withdraw from Italy. This 4 DBur€aucracy 563“2. y €X 5 governed; and the
painting from about 1360 c.t. records that remarkable meet-  ideas of Confucius informed the political system. Such 2
Ing. (National Szechenyi Library, Budapest) Chinese empire persisted into the early twentieth century, es-

tablishing one of the most continuous political traditions of

any civilization in world history.

The story line of European history following the end of the western Roman
Empire was very different indeed. No large-scale, centralized, imperial anthority en-
compassing all of Western Europe has ever been successfully reestablished there for
any length of time.The memory of Roman imperial unity_ certainly persisted, and
many subsequently tried unsuccessfully to re-create it. ButThost of Western Europe
dissolved into highly decentralized political systems involving nobles, knjghts and
vassals, kings with little authoriz, Va;i‘ous city—st'ate;;l—lht_al}}, and small territorﬁ@ed

by princes, bishops, or the pope. From this point on, Europe swould be a civiizit”

without an encompassing imperial state. FwF

From a Chinese point of view, Western Europe’s post-Roman hi.story must seet
an enormous failure. Why were Europeans unable to reconstruct .spmething of the
unity of their classical empire, while the Chinese clearly did? Surely the gred®
cultural homogeneity of Chinese civilization made that task easier than it was &
the vast ethnic and linguistic diversity of Europe. The absence in the Roman legacY
of a strong bureaucratic tradition also contributed to European difficulties, wher;a:
in China the bureaucracy provided some stability even as dynasties came and wreeat.
The Chinese also had in Cenfucianism a largely secular ideology that Place(.i o
value on political matters in the here and now, The Roman Catholic Church 1n1 3
rope, however, was frequently at odds with state authorities, and its “other®"
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hess”” did little to support the creation of large-scale empires.

Finally, Chinese agriculture was much more productive than

that of Europe, and for a long time its metallurgy was more

in comparing the Roman and Chinese empires,
which do you find more striking — their simi-
larities or their differences?

advanced."” These conditions gave Chinese state builders more
resources to work with than were available to their European

counterparts.

Intermittent Empire: The Case of India

.~

A Al T 3 i ey el y T3 . - TN RSl I S
Among the second-wave civilizations of Eurasia, empire loomed large in Persian, B Comparisor

!
Mediterranean, and Chinese history, but it played a rather less prominent role in Why were centralized
empires so much less

— 7 o ) ] ) rominent in India than
embodied in exquisitely planned cities such as Harappa but with little evidence of any ?n China?

central political authority (see Chapter 2). The demise of this early civilization by
1500 B.C.E. was followed over the next thousand years by the creation of a new civi-

Indian history. In the Indus River valley flourished the largest of the First Civilizations,

lization based farther east, along the Ganges River on India’s northern plain. That
process has occasioned considerable debate, which has focused on the role of the
Aryans, a pastoral Indo-European people long thought to have invaded and destroyed
the Inc?u?Valley civilization and then created the new one along the Ganges. More

recent research questions this interpretation. Did the Aryans invade suddenly, or did
they migrate slowly into the Indus River valley? Were they already there as a part of
the Indus Valley population? Was the new civilization largely the work of Aryans, or
did it evolve gradually from IndusValley culture? Scholars have yet to reach agreement
on any of these questions."*

However it occurred, by 600 B.C.E. what would become the second-wave civi-
lization of South Asia had begun to take shape across northern India. Politically, that
civilization emerged as a fragmented collection of towns and cities, some small repub-

5 lics governed by _public assemblies, and a number of regional states ruled by kings.
An astonishing range of ethnic, cultural, and linguistic diversity also characterized
this civilization, as an endless variety of peoples migrated into India from Central Asia
across thefmountain pa%ses?rl the northwest. These features of Indian civilization —
political fragmentation and vast cultural diversity — have informed mm South
Asian history throughout many centuries, offering a sharp contrast to—the—]:;;tern of
development in China {What gave Indian civilization a recognizable identity and char-
acter was neither an imperial tradition nor ethno-linguistic commonality, but rather
a dl‘stmctive religious tradition{known later to outsiders as Hinduism, and a unique
?0Clal organization, the caste system. These features of Indian life are explored further
n Chapters 4 and 5.

. Nonetheless, empires and emperors were not entirely unknown in India’s long
history, Northwestern India had been briefly ruled by the Persian Empire and then
;:ctl}l::rgitt’znﬁllél(&r&wieatThese Perian and Ereek influences @ed stimu-

argest of India’s short experiments W_IEE a large-scale political system,
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the Mauryan Empire (326~;x4 »
.,‘.;

S
whichencompassed all but the . ),
5 of the subcontinent¥see N St
tip of the Ent¥gee Map 16
0),

The Mauryan Empire wag an imp
Tes.

: 3 L0 the
Persian, Chinese, and Romap P

sive political structure, equivaley,

} ] not nc“,.]v as l( n 'T—\ p]]’eg
10UZ arly a: ng-lasti :
t . N 8 dstmg-wlth

a population of perhaps 5o million,
FEAL ,the

Mauryan Empire boasted a large il

force, reported to include 600,00¢ infan!g

try soldiers, 30,000 cavalry, 8,000 charigge§
; :

and 0.000 elephants. A civili

and 9,00 p Mreau-

cracy featured various ministries and ;

large continwi\es to provide the

rulers with local information. A famougn‘

treatise called the Arthashastra (The gy
ence of Worldly Wealth) articulated a prag.
matic, even amoral, political philosophy

for WS. [t was, according to
one scholar, a book that showed “how

" ) “_‘- —
the political world does work and pot

Rock and pillar edicts

B Mauryan Empire, 250 B.CE. | NG / \.\ : very often stating how it ought to work,
—— Gupta Empire, 420 CE. | 1] 3 a book that frequently discloses to a king
4

and inscriptions of Ashoka

1 w
what calculating and sometimes brutl

measures he must carry out €serve

Map3.6 Empirein

South Asia

.arge-scale empires in the
ndian subcontinent were less
requent and less enduring
han in China. Two of the
argest efforts were those

f the Mauryan and Gupta
lynasties.

the state and the commgwood.”ls'fhﬁ

state also operated many industries— spinning, weaving, mining, shipbuilding, and
armaments. This complex apparatus was financed by taxes on trade, on herds of ani-
mals, and especially on land, from which the monarch claimed a quarter or more of
the crop.

Mauryan India 1s perhaps best known for one of its emperors, Ashoka (r 268-
232 B.C.E.), who left a record of his activities and his thinking in a series of edict
carved on rocks and pillars throughout the kingdom (see Document 3.4, Pp- 152-54)
Ashoka’s conversion to Buddhism and his moralistic appr.oach to governance g
his reign a different tone than that of China’s Shihuangdi or Greece’s Alexander 8¢
Great, v:/ho, according to legend, wept because he had no more worlds t cong”
;“;shzl;z rsnlc?gacy to mo.dern Indiz‘l lllas been that of an enlightened ruler,.who‘ souag:t

govern in accord with the religious values and moral teachings of Hindus™
Buddhism.
whi]c)}f Slfrl:)i;};e;j(:Zgrir:t;::lzn:l’ tlile:se policies did not long preserve :lclzne
imperial experiment, known as tsho s P.xbout 6Q0 oA IAEhE e Fa?”
; ¢ Gupta Empire (320—550 C.E.) took shap i

! ) [1
a Chinese Buddhist traveler in India at the time, noted a generally Peaceﬁﬂ’ Bl
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and prosperous land, commenting that the ruler “governs with

out decapitation or corporal punishment.” Free hospitals, he

reported, were available to “the destitute, crippled and diseased.”
but he also noticed “untouchables” carrying bells to warn upper
caste people of their polluting presence. s culturally, the Gupta

era witnessed a flourishing of art, literature, temple building,
i science, mathematics, and medicine, much of it patronized
E by rulers. Indian trade with China also thrived, and elements of

Buddhist and Hindu culture took root in Southeast Asia (see

Chapter 7). Indian commerce reached as far as the Roman
world. A Germanic leader named Alaric laid siege to Rome in
§i0/'CB., while demanding 3,000 pounds of Indian pepper to

spare the city.
Thus, India’s political history resembled that of Western Eu-
‘ rope after the collapse of the Roman Empire far more than that
of China or Persia. Neither imperial nor regional states com-
manded the kind of loyalty or exercised the degree of influence
that they did in other sccond—wave‘civi]izations. India’s unpar-
alleled cultural diversity surely was one reason, as was the fre-
quency of invasions from Central Asia, which repeatedly smashed
emerging states that might have provided the nucleus for an all-
India empire. Finally, India’s social structure, embodied in a caste

system linked to occupational groups, made for intensely local loyalties at the expense  Ashoka of India
This twelfth-century stone
relief provides a visual image
of the Mauryan dynasty’s
best-known ruler. (Philip Baird/

www.anthroarcheart.org)

of wider identities (see Chapter ).
Nonetheless, a frequently vibrant economy fostered a lively internal commerce

and made India the focal point of an extensive network of trade in the Indian Ocean
basin. In particular, its cotton textile industry long supplied cloth throughout the Afro-
Eurasian world. Strong guilds of merchants and artisans provided political leadership
in major towns and cities, and their wealth supported lavish temples, public build-
ings,_and religious festivals. Great creativity in religious matters generated Hindu
and Buddhist traditions that later penetrated much of Asia. Indian mathematics and

science, especially astronomy, also were impressive; Indian scientists plotted the move-

ments of stars and planets and recognized quite early that the earth was round. Clearly, LearningCurve
the absence of consistent imperial unity did not prevent the evolution of a lasting 7;‘:;‘\’,:15/%3”'"5-”"‘
avilization.

Reflections: Enduring Legacies
of Second-Wave Empires

The second-wave empires discussed in this chapter have long ago passed into his-
ory, but their descendants have kept them alive in memory, for they have proved
::;f;dd;vf: ln the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries.Those er.npires have

gitimacy for contemporary states, inspiration for new imperial ventures,
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inos and cautions for those seeking to €riticize more rec
and abundant warnings and cautions for ent eq,.

o 2 hina in the twentieth ¢
1ging communism to C entury, the

d himself to Shihuangdi, the unifier Ofchina

pires. For example, in bris
Chinese leader Mao Zedong compare . = ‘ .
and the brutal founder of its Qin dynasty. Reeflecting on his campaign against jng|.

Vet tic eclare -
lectuals in general and Confucianism 1n par ticular, Mao d dto a COmmumSt

“Emperor Qin Shihuang was not that outstanding. He only bugjeg

an scholars. We buried 460 thousand Confucian scholars. ., Ty the
5517

Party conference:
alive 460 Confuci _
charge of being like Emperor Qin, of being a dictator, we plead guilty.

[;] contrast, modern-day Indians, who have sought to present their country g 5
model of cultural tolerance and nonviolence, have been quick to link themselves
Ashoka and his policies of inclusiveness. When the country became independent
from British colonial rule in 1947, India soon placed an image of Ashoka’s Pillar on
the new nation’s currency.

In the West, it has been the R oman Empire that has provided a template for think-
ing about political life. Many in Great Britain celebrated their own global empire as 2
modern version of the Roman Empire. If the British had been “civilized” by Roman
rule, then surely Africans and Asians would benefit from falling under the control of
the “superior” British. Likewise, to the Italian fascist dictator Benito Mussolini, his
country’s territorial expansion during the 1930s and World War II represented the
creation of a new Roman Empire. Most recently, the United States” dominant role in
the world has prompted the question: are the Americans the new Romans?

Historians frequently cringe as politicians and students use (and perhaps misuse)
historical analogies to make their case for particular points of view in the present.
But we have little else to go on except history in making our way through the com-
plexities of contemporary life, and historians themselves seldom agree on the “lessons”
of the past. Lively debate about the continuing relevance of these ancient empir
shows that although the past may be gone, it surely is not dead.

SCcond Thoughts

What’s the Significance?

Persian Empire, 120-122
Athenian democracy, 124-125
Greco-Persian Wars, 125-126

Hellenisti -
ic era, 126-129 Han dynasty, 136-138

Alexander the Great 126-12
’ 9 Maur ' —142
Augustus, 133 yan Empire, 141-14

pax Romana, 133
Qin Shihuangdi, 133135
Trung Trac, 134




