
My name is Dr. Tammy Stern, and I have been serving as Interim Superintendent for 
Connellsville Area School District since this past May while performing my duties as 
Curriculum Supervisor and Director of Federal Programs. 

As a resuk of Governor Tom Corbetfs budget as approved by the state lawmakers, 
Connellsville Area is now receiving $4,323,929.00 less than last year's allocation. That's an 
approximate 6.5% decrease, which has affected our ability to offer many invaluable 
programs for our students, including after school tutoring. 

Connellsville Area School District has an aid ratio index of 72%, which i s  one of the higher 
ones in the state. We also have over 5,300 students, one of the larger districts in the state, 
and we are highly dependent on state and federal funding. 

This continuous annual uncertainty of what the state is going to do makes it extremely 
difficult for distrim (like our's) to appropriate@ deal with multi-year contracts for various 
employee groups and maintain multiple facilities. 

I'm not here just to voice concern for loss of revenue but to offer some suggestions which 
may help school districts cope with the responsibility of educating our children. 

1. Could the state consider a multi-year state budget? 
2. If the state finds it necessary to  reduce revenue to district, there should also be a 

reduction in state mandates to reduce the cost to district a t  least equal to the loss in 
revenue. Oneexample would be to cut out the mandate that students may choose a 
cyber school outside their district. Connellsville Area spent over $1.6 million for 
student participation in cyber charter schools. There was a cut of $265,000 in state 
funding for this item atone for this year. Eyber schooling is a viable option for some 
students. However, the district should not have to pay local funding to educate our 
students outside the district. Local tax payer dollars should stay within the district 
and pay for public education within the taxpaying district. 

These are only a couple ideas, but there are many other mandates that may be able to be 
cut to save the taxpayers of our district and state money and provide a better education for 
our students. 

Thank you for yourtime. 

Tamrny R. Stern, Ed.0. 
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8701 ARRA- IDEA PARTB 106,500 - (106,500] 

8708 ARRA v STATE FISCAL STABILIZATION FUND 3,509,700 - (3,509,700) 

TOTALSELECED FEDERAL SUBSIDIES 3,616,200 - (3,616,200) 

TOTALSELECTED STATE AND FEDERALSUBSIDIES 38,035,000 32,4S4,9W (5,570,100) 
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2011-2012 VARIOUS STATE SUBSIDY COMPARISONS 

DIFFERENCE FROM CASD BUDGET 
201 1-2012 

FINAL 
TYPE OF 

FUNCTION SUBSIDY 
BUDGETED 
AMOUNT 

July '2011 DOLLAR PERCENTAGE 
Rev~sed AMOUNT AMOUNT 

PDE OVER/(UNDER) GAlNEDI(L0SS) 
AMOUNT BUDGET FROM BUDGET 

71 10 BASIC EDUCATION $ 27,969,400 $ 28,755,347 $ 785,947 2 810% 

7501 ACCOUNTABlLlTY BLOCK - 460,264 460,264 #DIV/OI 

7271 SPECIAL EDUCATION 4,495,500 4,495,460 (401 -0.001% 

TOTAL $ 32,484,900 $ 33,711.071 $ 1.246.171 3 834% 

STATE SUBSIDY COMPARISON 07.07.11.xls 


