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RAITEAS AN CHATHAOIRLIGH

Patrick J Wright cathaoirleach

L& deiridh na bliana 2000, thosaigh Raidié RTE ar a cheilidradh 75 bliana de sheirbhis phoibli. Ni amhain
go ndeachthas siar go sultmhar ar bhoithrin na smaointe sna clair cheililrtha ach thugadar éachtaint ar
rél larnach an chraolachain i saol na hEireann 6 bhlianta tosaigh an Stait. Beart misnitil a bhi ann sa
bhliain 1926 nuair a craoladh na clair dhtichasacha ba thisce in Eirinn ar staisitin beag raidié 2RN. Anois
féin, tri RTE, ta ceithre sheirbhis néisitinta raidi6, tri chainéal teilifise agus raon bisitil de laithreain Idirlin

tagtha i gcomharbacht ar 2RN..

Is é gnd RTE seirbhisi Eireannacha raidié agus teilifise, agus seirbhisi nua-mhean a sholathar do mhuintir
na tire le raon agus caighdean abhar nach mbeadh ar fail in aon chor d& mba é an critéar lom trachtala
an t-aon bhonn dar saothar. Faoi réir an phrionsabail sin a ghlacann Udaras RTE gach aon chinneadh.
Théinig comhaltai nua an Udaréis in oifig ar an 1 Meitheamh 2000 agus tuigimid go bhfuil dualgas ar an
Udaras, sna cuig bliana romhainn, ar gcraolachan seirbhise poibli a thabhairt isteach sa ré dhigiteach go
muinineach, fuinnidil, samhlaioch. Sin é an dashlan do RTE. Taim suite de go bhfuil an eagraiocht ag diriu
ar an dashlan sin agus é ina rdn daingean a dheimhniti gurb é RTE a bheidh ina chéadrogha ag lucht

éisteachta is féachana na hEireann mar chraolt6ir is mar léiritheoir.

Bunriachtanas é sidrail chistilchain sna blianta romhainn. Is mé an iomaiocht i ngach réimse den
chraolachén agus de na meéin leictreonacha le himeacht gach bliana. T4 sé seo rishoiléir as raiteas
airgeadais RTE. Sa bhliain a chriochnaigh 31 Nollaig seo caite, mhéadaigh an t-easnamh craolachain go
£23.213m, easnamh dofhulangtha ar fad mar ata raite agam ait éigin eile. Nuair a &iriodh an t-ioncam
uile, bhi easnamh £11.23m i gceist do ghripa RTE ag deireadh na bliana. Le heasnamh da leithéid,
caithfear costais a laghdl agus faltais a mhéadd. San am chéanna, caithfidh RTE infheistiti i gclair
ardchaighdedin chun lucht éisteachta a ghnétha le feabhas buan &r gcuid sceideal. Is chuige sin a
bhunaigh an tUdaras Ciste Forbartha Clér a infheisteoidh £25m i léiriichan dlchasach clar sna cuig bliana
romhainn. Gniomh muinine as scil agus talann Iéiritheoiri na tire é seo agus ni bheidh aon chraoltéir eile

in Eirinn inchomértais linn sa tsli seo.

ON AIR
ON AR

1 Pictured at the National
Concert Hall marking

75 years of Irish
broadcasting on New
Years Eve, 31 December
2000, is the legendary
Sean Og O Ceallachain
(left) with Radio 1
presenters Maxi and
Derek Mooney and Helen
Shaw, Director of Radio.
Sean Og O Ceallachéain
(ar clé) le léiritheoiri
Raidié 1, Maxi agus
Derek Mooney agus
Helen Shaw, Stiarthoir
Raidio, sa Cheolaras
Naisitinta ar 6céaid
cheilirtha 75 bliana
craolachain in Eirinn

CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT

Patrick J Wl'ight Chairman

On the last day of the year 2000, RTE Radio began its celebration of 75 years of service to the public.
While the programmes marking that anniversary were nostalgic and entertaining, they also pointed to the
central part that broadcasting has played in Irish life since the early years of the State. A brave beginning
was made in 1926 when the small wireless station 2RN broadcast the first indigenous Irish programmes.
Today, its descendants include four national radio services, three television channels, and a growing range

of Internet sites.

RTE exists to give the people of this country Irish radio, television and new media services with a quality
and range of content that simply would not be provided if a strictly commercial approach was the only
basis for what we do. This principle guides all the decisions taken by the RTE Authority. The new
Authority members came into office on 1 June, 2000 and we know that in the next five years the
Authority must set a course to bring our public service broadcasting into the digital era with confidence,
vigour and imagination. This is the challenge facing RTE. | am convinced that the organisation is stepping
up to that challenge with the determination to ensure that RTE will continue to be the broadcaster and

producer of first choice for Irish listeners and viewers.

Secure funding is the essential requirement for the future. Each sector of broadcasting and electronic
communications becomes more competitive with every year that passes. That reality is starkly clear from
RTE’s financial statement. In 2000, the broadcasting deficit rose to £23.213 million, a figure that is, as |
have said elsewhere, simply unsustainable. When all income is considered, the RTE group ended the year
with a deficit of £11.23 million. The response to such a deficit demands that we reduce costs and increase
revenues. At the same time, RTE must invest in high quality programmes to win audiences by guaranteeing
the excellence of our schedules. That is why the Authority has created a Programme Development Fund to
invest £25 million in indigenous programme-making over the next five years. This is an act of confidence in

the talent and skill of Irish producers, and also a commitment which no other broadcaster in Ireland will rival.
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RAITEAS AN CHATHAOIRLIGH

Ar leanuint

Agus mé & scriobh seo, ta iarratas RTE ar thaille méadaithe ar cheadinas teilifise & mheas ag an Aire.
Léirigh RTE, sa chas a deineadh ar son méadaithe, conas a chaithfi an t-airgead breise d’fhonn caighdean
ar seirbhisi clar a fheabhstd. Chun go bhfaigheadh an pobal an luach is fearr as taille méadaithe ar
cheadunais, is ga na buntaisti a leanfaidh athruithe eagraiochta a bheith faoi réir. Mar thaca le léirilichan

breise is feabhsaithe do lucht éisteachta na hEireann a chaithfear an bhreis iomlan sna faltais 6 chisti poibli.

Laistigh de RTE, ta dul chun cinn maith déanta in athstruchtdr( na heagraiochta. | rith an da mhi dhéag
seo caite, deineadh comhaontuithe le costais a laghdu agus éifeacht a fheabhsi. Tri chomhoibrid agus
tri chomhchainteanna, ta an fhoireann agus an bhainistiocht ag diri go stuama ar na dushlain agus ta
moérchlaochli & dhéanamh ar RTE. Gabhaim buiochas go poibli as na hiarrachtai ata 4 ndéanamh ag
gach aon duine in RTE chun na haidhmeanna, a cheapamar ddinn, féin a bhaint amach. Is annamh a
aimsitear réiteach i leith athruithe gan braca, ach dheimhnigh comhoibrit fiintach go bhfuil cuid mhaith

den mbéthar até le cur dinn, sidlta againn.

Dhein an tAcht um Chraolachan, 2001, solathar do thost na teilifise talmhai digiti (TTD). | rith na bliana
2000, nuair a bhiothas ag feitheamh leis an acht nua, deineadh bunobair thabhachtach d’fhonn a chinntit
go mbeifi in ann dul chun cinn a dhéanamh go tomhaiste faoi bhraid thost TTD. Caithfidh an tUdaras a
pholasai a cheapadh agus a bheachtl anois do thosu seirbhisi nua digiteacha. Beidh moltai do chainéil
bhreise le scradi agus cinni le déanamh maidir le cathain a thoséfar ar chraoladh na gcainéal — ach iad a
bheith faofa. Cuirfidh tosi na seirbhisi digiteacha bri ar gach gné den eagraiocht — cruthaiocht,
teicneolaiocht agus riarachan — agus rachaidh na hathruithe fairsinge ata 4 ndéanamh in RTE anois chun
sochair don phobal. Trath spreaguil é seo i gcursai craolachdin agus taim deimhin de go n-éireoidh linn ionad
larnach a chinntid do mheain na seirbhise poibli sa raon leathnaithe seirbhise ata geallta ddinn ag an

teicneolaiocht dhigiteach.

Ak

ey

1 Gay Byrne Sculpture.
Dealbh Gay Byrne.

1 Television programmes
building (detail).
Foirgneamh na gclar
teilifise (cuid de).

CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT

Continued

As | write, RTE’s application for an increased television licence fee is under consideration by the Minister. In
arguing the case for an increase, RTE has demonstrated how the additional income will be used to raise the
quality of our programme services. If the public is to receive maximum value in return for paying a higher
licence fee, the benefits that flow from organisational change will have to be in place. All increased revenue

from public funds will support more and better production for the Irish audience.

Within RTE, much progress has been made in restructuring the organisation. During the last twelve months,
agreements have been reached to reduce costs and increase efficiency. Through collaboration and
negotiation, staff and management have taken a rational approach to the challenges and RTE is, truly,
undergoing a transformation. | want to record my appreciation of the efforts being made by everyone in RTE
to achieve the goals we have set for ourselves. Reaching agreement on change is rarely trouble-free, but good

co-operation has already advanced us far along the road we have to travel.

The Broadcasting Act, 2001 provides for the means of introducing digital terrestrial television (DTT). In the
year 2000, much important groundwork was done in anticipation of the new act to ensure steady progress
towards the start up of DTT. Now the Authority must decide and finalise its policy for the introduction of new
digital services. This will call for examination of proposals for additional channels and for decisions about
when the channels — once approved — can begin broadcasting. Every aspect of the organisation — creative,
technological and administrative — will be tested by the introduction of digital services, and the public will
derive the advantages of the far-reaching changes now being made in RTE. It is an exciting time in
broadcasting and | am sure that we can secure a central place for public service media in the extended range

of service that digital technology promises.
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RAITEAS AN CHATHAOIRLIGH

Ar leanuint

Taim buioch de chomhaltai an Udaréis, ar chriochnaigh a dtéarma Bealtaine 2000, agus da
gCathaoirleach, an tOllamh Farrel Corcoran, sarshaineolai i gcirsai na mean. Ta acmhainni luachmhara
tallainne agus taithi ag comhaltai an Udaréis nua agus iad ag dul i mbun a gcdraim. T4 siad ag teacht in
oifig ag am cinnitinach agus dealbhéidh a gcinni craclachan na seirbhise poibli in Eirinn go ceann i bhfad
sa chéad seo romhainn. Gabhaim buiochas leo as a nduthracht fhial go dti seo agus taim ag tnuth leis an
obair a dhéanfaimid as laimh a chéile feasta. T4 dirithe ag an bPriomh-Stitrthdir, Bob Collins, mar aon lena
fhoireann feidhmitchéin, ar na hathruithe a thabhairt i gerich a chuirfidh ar chumas RTE blathd mar an
forsa cultartha is mo tionchar in Eirinn sa ré dhigiteach. Taim ag tnath le leandint den chomhoibrid le
Cathaoirligh agus comhaltai Chomhairle Raidi6 na Gaeltachta agus Theilifis na Gaeltachta ina saothar le
seirbhisi raidi6 agus teilifise i nGaeilge a fheabhsi. Bhi an tAire Ealaion, Oidhreachta, Gaeltachta agus
Oilean, Sile de Valera, buanseasmhach ina tacaiocht do chraolachan na seirbhisi poibli, agus d& ionad ar
leith i saol an chomhluadair, le linn na n-athruithe agus na héiginnteachtai go léir a bhain leis an tréimhse

seo i stair an chraolachain. Gabhaim buiochas 6 chroi leis an Aire agus le hoifigigh a Roinne.

Ar deireadh, ba mhaith liom buiochas a ghabhail aris le bainistiocht agus foireann RTE as a
ngairmidlacht agus a nddthracht i leith an chraolachdin seirbhise poibli. Mar aon le comhaltai an

Udarais, tdim ag tnuath le torthai na dilseachta buaine sin.

1 Unveiling of le Brocquy
Tain Tapestry — Louis le
Brocquy, Bob Collins,
Director General, RTE,
Sile de Valera, Minister
for Arts, Heritage,
Gaeltacht and the Islands
and Patrick J Wright,
Chairman, RTE.

Louis le Brocquy, Bob
Collins, Priomh-Stitrthair,
RTE, Sile de Valera, Aire
Ealaion, Oidhreachta,
Gaeltachta agus Oilean,
agus Patrick J Wright,
Cathaoirleach, RTE,
nuair a nochtadh Taipéis
Téana le Brocquy.

1 24 June 2000 was a
unique day for Irish radio.
Radio Féile was the first
time ever that the

four RTE Radio stations
came together.

L4 ar leith a bhi ann ¢
thaobh an raidié in Eirinn,
2000. Don chéad uair
riamh, ar Radio Féile,
thainig ceithre stéisitin
Raidi6 RTE le chéile.

2 Brenda Donoghue and
Derek Mooney,
celebrating Radio Féile.
Brenda Donoghue agus
Derek Mooney, ag
ceilidradh Radio Féile.

CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT

Continued

| am grateful to the members of the Authority that completed its term in May, 2000 and to their Chairman,
Professor Farrel Corcoran, a person of outstanding expertise in media matters. The members of the new
Authority, | have personal experience of the dedication it brought to its work in the public interest. My new
colleagues on the Authority draw upon a valuable store of talent and experience as they settle to their task.
They come into office at a critical moment, and their decisions will shape Irish public broadcasting far into
this new century. | thank them for the generosity of their commitment to date and look forward to working
with them in the future. The Director-General, Bob Collins, and his executive team are focused on bringing
about the changes that will equip RTE to flourish as the most influential Irish cultural body in the digital order.
I look forward to continuing collaboration with the Cathaoirligh and members of both Comhairle Raidié na
Gaeltachta and Teilifis na Gaeilge as they work to enhance television and radio services in Irish. Through all
the changes and uncertainties of this period in the history of broadcasting, the Minister for Arts, Heritage,
Gaeltacht and the Islands, Sile de Valera, has been consistent in her support for public broadcasting and its
special contribution to the life of our community. To the Minister and the officials in her department, | express

my sincere thanks.

Finally, | would again thank the management and staff of RTE for their professionalism and dedication to the
ideal of public service broadcasting. Together with the members of the Authority, | look forward to the results

of that continuing commitment.

Patrick J Wright
Cathaoirleach — Chairman

Marta 2001 / March 2001
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ATHBHREITHNIU AN PHRIOMH-STIURTHORA

Ar leanuint

1 2fm presenters — from left
to right: Damien Farrelly,
Dave Fanning, Damien
McCaul, Dusty Rhodes,
Michael Cahill, Wes
D’Arcy, John Power, Mark
McCabe (April 2000).
Laithreoiri de chuid 2fm
— 6 chlé: Damien Farrelly,
Dave Fanning, Damien
McCaul, Dusty Rhodes,
Michael Cabhill, Wes
D’Arcy, John Power, Mark
McCabe (Aibrean 2000).

1 The RTE Concert
Orchestra performing at
the Rattlebag Listeners
Choice with guest pianist
Micheal O Suilleabhéin,
Prionnsias O Duinn,
conducting.
Ceolfhoireann Choirme
RTE i mbun ceoil ag an
Rattlebag Listeners
Choice leis an aoi-
phianadair, Micheal O
Stilleabhain; Proinnsias
O Duinn & stiurad.

DIRECTOR-GENERAL'S ANNUAL REVIEW

Continued
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ATHBHREITHNIU AN PHRIOMH-STIURTHORA

Ar leanuint

1 Pat Kenny visiting Our
lady’s Hospital for Sick
Children, Crumlin,
Dublin prior to the late
late toy Show.

Pat Kenny ar cuairt
chuig Ospidéal Mhuire
na Leanai Breoite,
Cromghlinn, Baile Atha
Cliath roimh Late Late
Show na mbréagan.

1 Network 2 presenters
Mary Kingston,

Louise Loughman and
Bianca Luykx.
Laithreoiri de chuid
Network 2 —

Mary Kingston,

Louise Loughman

agus Bianca Luykx.

DIRECTOR-GENERAL'S ANNUAL REVIEW

Continued
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1 RTE Concert Orchestra
string section.

Téada Cheolfhoireann
Choirme RTE.

DIRECTOR-GENERAL'S ANNUAL REVIEW

Continued
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bringing about the j
changes that will

Bob Collins

Director-General

. y 4 . rio Sir
Cathal Goan
Director of Television
Stidrthdir na Teilifise

Ed Mulhall
Director of News

Gerry Dunne Stidrthéir Nuachta
Managing Director, Commercial

o
o
o
N

Stitrthéir Bainistiochta, Trachtail

scil Bhliantuil Radio Telefis Eireann

Liam Miller
Managing Director, Organisation
a ment

EXECUTIVE BOARD / AN BORD FEIDHMEANNAIS

Annual Report Tuara:

Vacant
Director of Digital Media

-
3

Gerard O'Brien
Chief Financial Officer

Priomh Oifigeach Airgeadais
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AN tUDARAS

Under the terms of the Broadcasting Act, 1960, and subsequent legislation, RTE is subject to the nine-
member RTE Authority, appointed by the Government. The present Authority was appointed for a five-

year term on 1 June, 2000.

Faoi réir fhoralacha Acht Croalachéin 1960, agus reachtaiocht eile 6 shin, feidhmionn RTE faoi Udaras
RTE ar a bhfuil naonir a cheapann an Rialtas. Ceapadh an tUdaras ata anois ann do thréimhse cuig

bliana ar a 1 Meitheamh, 2000.

Authority Meetings — 2000
Cruinnithe Udarais — 2000

Total number of meetings held: 10
Lion iomlén na gcruinnithe: 10

Attended / Freastal

= Mr William Attley 4

T Mr Joe Barry

= Prof Farrel Corcoran

t Ms Anne Doyle

= Dr Garret FitzGerald

Mr Des Geraghty

= Ms Anne Haslam

t Ms Maura Hayes

= Ms Pat Hume

T Ms Garry Hynes

t Mr Stephen O’'Byrnes

t Dame Mary Peters

= Ms Betty Purcell

= Ms Patricia Redlich

t Dr Mary Redmond

o OO W OO~ GO0 |~ W] OO

Mr Paddy Wright

= Term of office expired 31st May, 2000
t Appointed 1st June, 2000

THE AUTHORITY

Chairman Patrick J Wright

is Director of Smurfit Group,
Director of Aer Lingus and
Director of Anglo Irish Bank Group Dame Mary Peters, CBE
Olympic medalist and retired
business-woman

Cathaoirleach

Stidrthéir Ghrapa Smurfit,
Stidrthoir Aer Lingus agus
Stidrthdir Ghrapa Anglo Irish Bank

Buaiteoir boinn sna Cluichi
Oilimpeacha agus iar-bhean ghné

Maura Hayes Dr Mary Redmond
F Solicitor Company Director and Solicitor

Aturnae { Runaf agus Aturnae Cuideachta
- = -}

Joe Barry @
ex-RTE Director-General
—

lar-Phriomh-Stidrthéir RTE

Stephen O'Byrnes
Business Consultant

Comhairleoir Gné

Garry Hynes
Artistic Director, Druid Theatre

StiGrthair Ealaine, Druid Theatre ) Anne Doyle
Newscaster, RTE Staff Member

Léitheoir Nuachta, Ball Foirne RTE

Des Geraghty
General President of SIPTU

Ard-Uachtaran SIPTU
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