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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
! 
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I 
I 

Arl ington  House is a Greek r e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  composed of  a l a r g e  two-story c e n t r a l  I 
I 

s e c t i o n  f lanked by two one-story wings. The long  a x i s  of  t h e  house runs  north-  ! 
sou th ;  t h e  f r o n t  f acade  f a c e s  Washington. D.C., t o  t h e  e a s t  a c r o s s  t h e  Potomac 
River. The house w a s  b u i l t  by George Washington Parke Cus t i s ,  f o s t e r  son of  

I 
George Washington, on a n  1100-acre t r a c t  i n h e r i t e d  from h i s  f a t h e r ,  John Parke 
Cus t i s .  

Cons t ruc t ion  began i n  1803 on t h e  one-story n o r t h  wing which, w i t h  a matching 
South wing cons t ruc ted  i n  1804, would frame t h e  two-story c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  com- 
p l e t e d  about  1817-18. It i s  be l ieved  t h a t  George Hadf ie ld ,  second a r c h i t e c t  of 
t h e  Cap i to l  and des igne r  o f  t h e  Washington C i t y  Ha l l ,  w a s  a r c h i t e c t  of Ar l ington  
House. 

The house i s  cons t ruc ted  of  l o c a l l y  made b r i c k  w i t h  t h e  e x t e r i o r  s tuccoed and 
s c r i b e d  t o  s imula t e  a s h l a r  stonework. O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  rear (west) f acade  of  t h e  
c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  w a s  n o t  s tuccoed;  i t  was s o  t r e a t e d  by t h e  Army i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  
century .  Sometime b e f o r e  t h e  1860s t h e  s tucco  was marbel ized,  a s  shown i n  1864 
C i v i l  War photographs. It w a s  a g a i n  marbel ized du r ing  t h e  1967 and 1974 r e p a i n t -  
i n g  of  t h e  house. 

The most prominent f e a t u r e  of t h e  house is t h e  l a r g e  (16' by 52') p o r t i c o  a c r o s s  
t h e  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n ,  formed by e i g h t  l a r g e  s tuccoed and marbel ized b r i c k  Doric 
columns suppor t ing  a massive pediment. Adding t o  t h e  impression of  grandeur a r e  
t h e  r ecessed  arched windows on t h e  f r o n t  and s i d e s  of t h e  f l a n k i n g  wings. 

Centered under t h e  p o r t i c o  i s  a l a r g e  double door opening on a c e n t r a l  h a l l  which 
b i s e c t s  t h e  house and is terminated  a t  t h e  r e a r  w i th  another  p a i r  of  l a r g e  doubte 
doors .  The c e n t r a l  h a l l  i s  f lanked by two l a r g e  rooms. That on t h e  n o r t h  i s  
d iv ided  by t h r e e  open a r c h e s  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  fami ly  p a r l o r  i n  t h e  f r o n t  from t h e  
d in ing  room a t  t h e  r e a r .  The room on t h e  south,  t h e  "White P a r l o r , "  was n o t  com- 
p l e t e d  u n t i l  1855 under  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  Lees. Among i t s  ou t s t and ing  f e a t u r e s  
a r e  two matching mante lp ieces  carved wi th  a n  oak l e a f  des ign  and purchased f o r  
t h e  room by Lee. 

The room ad jacen t  t o  t h e  White P a r l o r  i n  t h e  sou th  wing w a s  used as a formal 
d in ing  room and l a t e r  as a p a i n t i n g  s t u d i o  f o r  George Washington Parke Cus t i s .  
Following h i s  dea th  i t  was used a s  a workroom and p a i n t i n g  s t u d i o  by M r s .  Lee, 
who c a l l e d  i t  h e r  morning room. Immediately s o u t h  of t h i s  room a t  t h e  end of 
t h e  wing i s  a s m a l l e r  room used a s  a n  o f f i c e  by G.W.P. C u s t i s  and R.E. Lee. The 
l a r g e  double connect ing doors  a r e  surmounted by a f a n l i g h t .  A door on i t s  west 
w a l l  g ives  access  t o  t h e  west-facing conserva tory  and through i t  t o  t h e  grounds. 
Lacking a f i r e p l a c e ,  t h e  o f f i c e  was hea ted  by a s tove .  The conserva tory ,  l oca ted  
along t h e  west e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  south  wing a t  ground l e v e l ,  is about  f o u r  f e e t  

(cont inued) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The pr incipal  s ignif icance of Arlington House, a s  defined by congressional l eg is -  
l a t i o n ,  l i e s  i n  i t s  associat ion with Robert E. Lee--hence i ts  l eg i s l a t ed  designation 
"Arlington House, The Robert E. Lee Memorial." It is  a l so  s ign i f i can t  for  i t s  
pr ior  associat ion with George Washington Parke Custis ,  step-grandson and adopted 
son of George Washington, and a s  an outstanding example of ear ly  Greek revival  
archi tecture .  

G.W.P. Custis inher i ted the 1100-acre e s t a t e  from h i s  fa ther ,  the  only surviving 
son of Martha Washington. LiketJohn Parke Custis ,  G.W.P. Custis was raised a t  
Mount Vernon, and he dedicated much of h i s  l i f e  to  perpetuating the memory of 
George Washington. From circumstantial  evidence, it appears t h a t  he commissioned 
George Hadfield, second a rch i t ec t  of the U.S. Capitol, t o  design Arlington House. 
According t o  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  h i s to r i an  Ralph Hammett, t h i s  was only the  third  repre- 
sentat ion of the Greek revival  s t y l e  i n  the  United States .  

Robert E. Lee, who was re la ted t o  Cust is ' s  wife, was a  frequent v i s i t o r  to Arling- 
ton from childhood u n t i l  h i s  marriage to  Cust is ' s  only daughter, Mary, when he was 
25 years old. For th&.next 3 0  years the Lees considered Arlington t h e i r  home. 
His U.S. Army career  would take him and h i s  family to  a l l  pa r t s  of the  country, 
but  they returned t o  Arlington whenever h i s  Corps of Engineers d u t i e s  permitted. 
Lee was usually ab le  t o  spend a t  l e a s t  some of the winter months a t  Arlington and 
passed 25 Christmas holidays there. Mary Lee frequently remained home with her 
parents i n  h i s  absences, and s i x  of the  seven Lee chi ldren were born a t  Arlington. 

I n  the Lee bedroom on April  19, 1861, Lee made h i s  f a t e f u l  decis ion t o  resign h i s  
U.S. Army commission ra ther  than take up arms against  h i s  nat ive s t a t e  following 
Virginia 's  secession from the Union. On April  22 he l e f t  Arlington forever. His 
wife and children a l so  departed i n  ear ly  May upon learning tha t  Federal troops 
were about to occupy the area.  

During the war years many of the  family possessions l e f t  behind were l o s t  or  
s to len  while the militarjr occupation of Arlington resul ted i n  considerable damage 
to  i ts  woodland, described by a  prewar English v i s i t o r  a s  "some of the f i nes t  
woods I have yet  seen i n  America." Roads were cut  to  accommodate the flow of 
supplies and so ld ie rs  and several  mi l i t a ry  works were constructed on the e s t a t e  to  
help protect  Arlington Heights. 

(continued) 
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lower than  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  a d j a c e n t  rooms. It has  "glazed wa l l s "  consPs t ing  of 
f o u r  l a r g e  arched windows on t h e  west f acade  and windows and a  glazed door on t h e  
south .  

Along t h e  west s i d e  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  and t h e  n o r t h  wing is a  s e r i e s  of h a l l s ,  
s e r v i c e  a r e a s ,  and a pantry.  From t h i s  a r e a  t h e  main s t a i r s  and a  r e a r  s t a i r  as- 
cend t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  A t  t h e  j u n c t u r e  of t h e s e  h a l l s  and t h e  main c e n t r a l  
h a l l ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  main s t a i r s ,  a r e  t h r e e  f r e s c o e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
above t h e  a rches  around t h e  i n t e r s e c t i n g  wa l l s .  These hunt ing  and o t h e r  animal 
scenes  a r e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  G.W.P. Cust i s .  

I n  t h e  no r th  wing a long t h e  west  s i d e  is  t h e  pant ry  and a  s t a i rway  t o  t h e  base- 
ment. I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of t h e  wing i s  a schoolroom, which may have been 
Mrs. Lee 's  room a s  a  c h i l d .  Next t o  i t  on t h e  e a s t  facade  is t h e  bedroom of h e r  
pa ren t s .  Between t h i s  bedroom and t h e  fami ly  p a r l o r  i s  a  gues t  room. The Cus t i s  
bedroom and t h e  g u e s t  room a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  by a n  i n n e r  h a l l  running from t h e  
schoolroom t o  t h e  fami ly  pa r lo r .  

D i r e c t l y  below t h e  C u s t i s  bedroom and a c c e s s i b l e  by t h e  pant ry  stairs i s  a  l a r g e  
win te r  k i t c h e n  w i t h  a  l a r g e  c e n t r a l  f i r e p l a c e .  The f i r e p l a c e  d i v i d e s  t h e  k i t chen  
i n t o  two a r e a s ,  w i th  t h e  r e a r  p o r t i o n  be ing  used as a  laundry .  Adjacent t o  t h e  
k i t c h e n  and d i r e c t l y  under t h e  pant ry  i s  a  l a r g e  open c o r r i d o r  provid ing  access  
t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  through two doors  and t o  a wine c e l l a r  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  k i tchen .  

The main s t a i r c a s e  i s  t y p i c a l  of t hose  of  c l a s s i c  r e v i v a l  houses i n  t h a t  i ts  
l o c a t i o n  was de-emphasized by p l ac ing  i t  s l i g h t l y  o f f  t h e  c e n t r a l  h a l l .  The 
second f l o o r  t o  which i t  ascends a l s o  has  a  c e n t r a l  h a l l  opening t o  rooms on 
e i t h e r  s i d e .  The Lee bedroom is immediately ad jacen t  t o  t h e  s t a i r s  on t h e  south  
s i d e ;  a  sma l l  d r e s s i n g  room a d j o i n s  i t  ove r  t h e  s t a i r s  i n  t h e  southwest  corner .  
The sou theas t e rn  room on t h e  f l o o r  i s  a  bedroom used by t h e  Lee boys. The Lee 
daughters  occupied t h e  two bedrooms on t h e  no r th  s i d e  of  t h e  h a l l ,  con ta in ing  
marble mantelpieces of a  p l a i n  design.  The younger g i r l s  used a  sma l l  connect ing 
room a t  t h e  r e a r  f o r  d r e s s i n g  and p lay .  

Many of t h e  p resen t  Ar l ington  House f u r n i s h i n g s  a r e  o r i g i n a l  t o  o r  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  p rope r ty  dur ing  i t s  occupancy by t h e  C u s t i s  and Lee f a m i l i e s .  
S i g n i f i c a n t  i tems i n c l u d e  f u r n i t u r e ,  p a i n t i n g s ,  ceramics,  glassware,  s i l v e r ,  books, 
and t e x t i l e s  i n  u s e  i n  t h e  house p r i o r  t o  1861. Such o b j e c t s ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y  iden- 
t i f i e d  i n  t h e  Ar l ington  House museum c a t a l o g ,  a r e  considered i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  
proper ty  f o r  purposes a f t h e  Nat ional  R e g i s t e r .  The a c q u i s i t i o n  of o r i g i n a l  
f u r n i s h i n g s  is a n  ongoing p r o j e c t  and w i l l  con t inue  a s  p i eces  become a v a i l a b l e .  

(cont inued) 
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Two ou tbu i ld ings  contemporary wi th  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  main house l i e  perpen- 
d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  long a x i s  of  t h e  house on t h e  west near  t h e  ends of t h e  wings. 
The n o r t h  b u i l d i n g  housed t h e  summer k i t c h e n  and conta ined  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ;  i t  
i s  now adapted a s  a  s a l e s  f a c i l i t y .  The sou th  bu i ld ing ,  a  storeroom, smoke room, 
and s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  has  been h i s t o r i c a l l y  r e fu rn i shed .  Both b u i l d i n g s  a r e  b r i c k  
on 40' by 20' s t o n e  foundat ions  and a r e  s tuccoed i n  rough t e x t u r e .  The nonconnect- 
i ng  rooms i n  each s t r u c t u r e  a r e  reached by t h r e e  evenly  spaced doors  f ac ing  a  
c e n t r a l  c o u r t  o r  d r i v e .  Windows a t  t h e  r e a r  of each room except  t h e  smoke room 
provide  n a t u r a l  l i g h t .  P i l a s t e r s  and a r c h e s  d e c o r a t e  t h e  gable  ends of t h e  two 
bu i ld ings .  

Two o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  proper ty  p o s t d a t e  1861 and thus  do n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  i t s  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  def ined  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  a  memorial t o  Robert E. Lee. Some 
200 f e e t  from t h e  no r th  end of t h e  mansion is a  two-story b r i c k  bu i ld ing  b u i l t  
by t h e  Army i n  t h e  1880s as a p o t t i n g  house f o r  Ar l ing ton  Nat ional  Cemetery. It 
measures 22' by 32' and i s  topped by a  hipped roof w i t h  ornamented r i d g e  l i n e  
and sma l l  gabled v e n t s  on each s i d e .  Br ick  p i l a s t e r s  a r e  a t  t h e  c o r n e r s  and 
d i v i d e  t h e  two bays on t h e  s h o r t  s i d e s  and t h e  t h r e e  bays on t h e  long s i d e s ;  
they suppor t  a  b r i c k  mod i l l i on  co rn ice .  Segmental a r c h e s  cap t h e  windows and 
doors .  The b u i l d i n g  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e s  a s  a  smal l  park  museum. J u s t  n o r t h  of 
t h e  n o r t h  ou tbu i ld ing  descr ibed  above i s  a  1 9 '  by 21' rest room b u i l d i n g  con- 
s t r u c t e d  by t h e  Army i n  1925. I ts  s tuccoed b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  and gabled roof 
wi th  wh i t e  t r i m  a r t i c u l a t i n g  t h e  pediment mimic t h e  h i s t o r i c  ou tbu i ld ings .  

During t h e  l i f e t i m e  of  G.W.P. Cus t i s ,  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of  Ar l ing ton  w a s  maintained 
a s  a  gentleman's count ry  e s t a t e .  Most of i t s  ac reage  comprised "The Park," a  
v i r g i n  woodland of a n c i e n t  oaks and groves of walnut ,  c h e s t n u t ,  and e l m  t r e e s  
extending from t h e  Georgetown and Alexandria  Road a long t h e  river t o  t h e  wes tern  
edge 6f t h e  e s t a t e .  Most of  t h i s  land  i s  now w i t h i n  Ar l ington  Nat ional  Ceme- 
t e r y  and t h e  George Washington Memorial Parkway. During t h e  Lees'  res idency,  
t h e  c a r r i a g e  d r i v e  t o  t h e  mansion came up a long t h e  sou th  and e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  
f lower garden south  of  t h e  house and a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house. This  approach 
from behind and bes ide  t h e  garden is now maintained by Ar l ington  Nat ional  Cemetery 
and used a s  a  foo tpa th .  
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I n  1863 Congress l e v i e d  a  t a x  on a l l  conf i sca t ed  p r o p e r t i e s ,  i nc lud ing  Ar l ington ,  
r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  owners pe r sona l ly  appear  t o  make payment. A r e l a t i v e  at tempted t o  
pay t h e  Ar l ington  t a x e s  f o r  M r s .  Lee, who was ill and behind Confederate  l i n e s ,  
b u t  payment was r e j e c t e d .  Ar l ington  was pu t  up f o r  s a l e  f o r  non-payment of taxes  
i n  January 1864 and was purchased by t h e  U.S. Government. I n  May 1864 Sec re t a ry  
of War Edwin S tan ton  ordered t h a t  a  n a t i o n a l  cemetery be e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Ar l ington ,  
and t h e  f i r s t  b u r i a l s  took p l a c e  t h a t  month. The house became headquar t e r s  f o r  
Ar l ington  Nat ional  Cemetery, cont inuing  i n  t h a t  u s e  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1920s. 

Un t i l  1924 no o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n  had been taken t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  house a s  a  memorial 
t o  Robert E. Lee. S t e p s  had been taken  previous ly ,  however, t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  grounds immediately surrounding t h e  house. The b u r i a l  of 
d i s t ingu i shed  gene ra l s  on t h e  f r o n t  lawn had been h a l t e d  and b u r i a l s  around M r s .  
Lee's f lower garden had long s i n c e  ceased.  I n  1928, fo l lowing i t s  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
by Congress a s  a  memorial t o  Lee, t h e  house began t o  b e  r e s t o r e d  by t h e  War De- 
partment.  I n  1933 t h e  house and immediate grounds were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
National  Park Serv ice .  By t h a t  time some s t r u c t u r a l  changes made s i n c e  1861 had 
been reversed and many rooms had been p a r t i a l l y  fu rn i shed .  S ince  then ,  f u r t h e r  
s t r u c t u r a l  changes based on h i s t o r i c a l  r e sea rch  have been made, and many of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  f u r n i s h i n g s  have been i d e n t i f i e d  and acqui red .  
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