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Poverty in Italy
2014

This Report disseminates estimates based on the renewed Household Budget Survey, that is the result of a
long testing period. As deep changes have been introduced in every stage of the process, it has been
necessary to reconstruct the time series of the main poverty indicators since 1997 (see attached tables).
Time comparisons can be made only using reconstructed data included in this Report and in the attached
tables. No comparison can be made using previously disseminated data.

Being sample estimations, the relative and absolute poverty estimations are affected by sampling error:
small differences can be not statistically significant.

Main results

In 2014, the absolute poverty incidence was equal to 5.7%, whereas the relative poverty to 10.3%. Taking
into account the sampling error, the absolute and the relative poverty phenomenon was stable (in 2013 they
were respectively 6.3% and 10.4%) in all geographical areas: 4.2% and 4.9% in the North, 4.8% and 6.3% in
the Centre, 8.6% and 21.1% in the South and Islands areas. The relative poverty threshold, for a two-
member household, was equal to 1,041.91 Euros (about 10 euros less compared with 2013 threshold).

In the South and Islands area, in the small municipalities the poverty incidence (9.2% for absolute and 23.7%
for relative) is almost twice the incidence observed in the metropolitan areas (5.8% and 12.3%); in the North,
it is the opposite (3.9% in the small municipalities and 7.4% in the metropolitan areas for absolute poverty
and 4.9% and 7.6% for relative).

Poverty incidence among households with all non-national members (23.4% for absolute poverty and 28.6%
for relative) is higher than the incidence observed for households with all national members (4.3% and
8.9%).

Absolute poverty decreased among households with all national members (from 5.1% to 4.3%) and
households living in the small municipalities of the South and Islands (from 12.1% to 9.2%); signals of
decrease are also registered among couples with two children (from 8.6% to 5.9%), households with
reference person 45-54 years old (from 7.4% to 6%) or job seeker (from 23.7% to 16.2%), where there are,
compared to 2013, a lot of employed or retired. Also the relative poverty incidence decreased for households
with reference person a job seeker (from 32.3% to 23.9%) and for households living in small municipalities of
the South and Islands (from 25.8% to 23.7%), in contrast with the increase of the relative poverty incidence
in the big municipalities of the same geographical area (from 16.3% to 19.8%).
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Table 1. Absolute poverty indicators by geographical area. Years 2013-2014 (in thousands and percentage values)

North Centre South and Islands ltaly

2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014
Poor households 536 515 254 251 823 704 1,614 1,470
Resident households 12,209 12,292 5,176 5,292 8,132 8,184 25,518 25,768
Poor individuals 1,517 1,578 696 658 2,207 1,866 4,420 4,102
Resident individuals 27,489 27,595 11,903 11,997 20,833 20,855 60,225 60,448
Poor households 33.2 35.0 15.8 171 51.0 479 100.0 100.0
Resident households 47.9 47.7 20.3 20.5 31.9 31.8 100.0 100.0
Poor individuals 34.3 38.5 15.7 16.0 49.9 455 100.0 100.0
Resident individuals 45.6 457 19.8 19.9 346 345 100.0 100.0
Households 44 4.2 49 4.8 10.1 8.6 6.3 5.7
Individuals 55 5.7 5.9 5.5 10.6 9.0 7.3 6.8

Poverty intensity (%)
Households 17.2 19.3 19.3 16.3 20.0 20.0 18.8 19.1

Table 2. Absolute poverty incidence by individuals by sex and age class. Years 2013-2014 (percentage values)

2013 2014
Sex
Male 7.3 7.0
Female 74 6.6
Up to 17 years 9.9 10.0
From 18 to 34 years 8.7 8.1
From 35 to 64 years 6.9 6.1
Over 64 51 45

Table 3. Absolute poverty incidence by household size, household typology, number of minor children and elderly in the
household. Years 2013-2014 (percentage values)

2013 2014
1 member 5.6 49
2 members 4.7 4.3
3 members 5.8 5.6
4 members 8.6 6.7
5 or more members 14.4 16.4
Single member under 65 515 4.9
Single member 65 and over 5.6 49
Couple with r.p. (a) under 65 3.1 3.8
Couple with r.p. (a) 65 and over 3.9 3.5
Couple with one child 4.9 5.0
Couple with 2 children 8.6 5.9
Couple with 3 or more children 14.2 16.0
Single parent 9.1 74
Other typology (with aggregate members) 10.9 11.5
With 1 minor child 6.8 6.4
With 2 minor children 9.1 9.0
With 3 or more minor children 17.6 18.6
With at least 1 minor child 8.6 8.4
With 1 elderly 5.6 5.1
With 2 or more elderly 4.5 4.0
With at least 1 elderly 5.2 4.7

(a) Reference person.



Table 4. Absolute poverty incidence by reference person age class. Years 2013-2014 (percentage values)

Age class 2013 2014
Up to 34 years 6.7 8.3
From 35 to 44 years 8.4 7.2
From 45 to 54 years 74 6.0
From 55 to 64 years 4.8 45
Over 64 5.3 47

Table 5. Absolute poverty incidence by highest level of education attained and professional condition. Years 2013-2014
(percentage values)

2013 2014
Educational level
No education degree or primary school certificate 10.0 8.4
Lower secondary school certificate 8.6 7.8
Post secondary certificate and upper 3.1 3.2
Professional condition (a)
EMPLOYED 5.5 5.2
-EMPLOYEES 5.7 5.6
--Executive, middle management, white collar 1.6 1.6
-- Blue collar 9.9 9.7
-NOT EMPLOYEES 4.8 43
-- Employer and professional 2.3 *
-- Self-employed 5.9 5.5
UNEMPLOYED 73 6.2
-Retired 4.8 44
-Job seeker 23.7 16.2
-Other not employed 10.6 9.1

* The value is statistically unreliable given the small sample size
(a) Employed and job seekers are defined according to the ILO international standard.

Table 6. Absolute poverty incidence by municipality demographic size and geographical area. Years 2013-2014 (percentage

values)
Municipality demographic size North Centre South and Italy

2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014
Metropolitan area 71 74 * * 8.6 5.8 5.8 5.3
Big municipality 34 3.2 6.1 6.2 6.9 8.6 5.1 5.6
Small municipality 4.2 39 5.8 5.3 12.1 9.2 7.2 5.9

* The value is statistically unreliable given the small sample size

Table 7. Absolute poverty incidence by household members’ citizenship and geographical area. Years 2013-2014
(percentage values)

North Centre South and Islands Italy
2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014
All national members 2.7 2.3 3.7 3.2 9.3 79 5.1 43
National and non-national members * * * * * * 10.6 12.9
All non-national members 22.3 24.0 20.0 19.9 34.7 271 23.8 23.4

* The value is statistically unreliable given the small sample size



Table 8. Monthly absolute poverty threshold for selected households typologies, geographical area and municipality type.

Year 2014 (euros)

Household typolog

Metropoli-
tan
area

North
Big

Small
municipality municipality

Metropoli-
tan
area

Centre
Big

Small
municipality municipality

South and Islands
Metropoli- Big
tan

area

Small
municipality municipality

1 comp. 18-59

1 comp. 60-74

1 comp. 75+

2comp. 1859

2 comp. 60-74

2 comp. 75+

1 comp. 60-74 and 1 comp. 75+

1 comp. 18-59.and 1 comp. 75+

1 comp. 18-59 and 1 comp. 60-74
1 comp. 11-17 and 1 comp. 18-59
1 comp.4-10 and 1 comp. 1859
1 comp. 18-59 and 2 comp. 75+

1 comp. 18-59 and 1 comp. 60-74
and 1 comp. 75+

1 comp. 18-59 and 2 comp. 60-74
2 comp. 18-59 and 1 comp. 75+
2 comp. 18-69 and 1 comp. 60-74
3 comp. 18-59

1 comp. 11-17 and 2 comp. 18-59
1 comp. 4-10and 2 comp. 18-59
1 comp. 0-3and 2 comp. 1859

2 comp. 18-59 and 2 comp. 60-74
3 comp. 1859 and 1 comp. 60-74
4 comp. 18-59

1 comp. 11-17 and 3 comp. 18-59
2 comp. 11-17 and 2 comp. 18-59
1 comp.4-10and 1 comp. 11-17
and 2 comp. 1859

2 comp. 4-10and 2 comp. 18-59
1 comp. 0-3and 1 comp.4-10and
2 comp. 18-59

1 comp. 4-10and 3 comp. 1859
2 comp. 0-3 and 2 comp. 1859

3 comp. 1859 and 1 comp. 75+

1 comp. 0-3 and 1 comp. 1117
and 2 comp. 1859

5 comp. 1859

1 comp. 11-17 and 4 comp. 18-69
1 comp. 4-10and 2 comp. 11-17
and 2 comp. 1859

2 comp. 11-17 and 3 comp. 18-59
1 comp.4-10and 1 comp. 11-17
and 3 comp. 1859

2 comp.4-10and 1 comp. 1117
and 2 comp. 1859

816.84
786.29
74591
1126.08
1065.48
994.05
1029.49
1058.22
1095.11
1140.40
1084.77
1268.70

1303.26
1338.37
1333.94
1370.01
1403.10
1416.14
1366.78
1268.28
1619.25
165345
1689.24
1701.52
1713.83

1668.80
1623.31

1526.82
1656.44
1432.77
1617.26

1572.21
1947.83
1959.63

1941.57
197144

1929.69

1899.44

777.68
747.13
706.75
1078.82
1018.22
946.79
982.23
1010.96
1047.85
1093.14
1037.51
1214.16

1248.72
1283.83
1279.40
131547
1348.56
1361.60
1312.24
1213.74
1551.84
1586.04
1621.83
1634.11
1646.42

1601.39
1555.90

1459.41
1589.03
1365.36
1549.85

1504.80
1870.18
1881.98

1863.92
1893.79

1852.04

1821.79

732.45
701.90
661.52
1025.23
964.63
893.20
928.64
957.37
994.26
1039.55
983.92
1153.18

1187.74
1222.85
1218.42
1254 .49
1287.58
1300.62
1251.26
1152.76
1478.04
1512.24
1548.03
1560.31
1572.62

1527.59
1482.10

1385.61
1515.23
1291.56
1476.05

1431.00
1786.43
1798.23

1780.17
1810.04

1768.29

1738.04

782.87
757.06
720.94
1066.30
1014.72
950.79
982.50
1006.89
1039.94
1078.98
1031.10
1202.32

1233.29
1264.76
1259.52
1291.84
1320.20
1331.74
1289.27
1200.05
1525.46
1554.91
1585.75
1596.60
1607.46

1568.77
1529.68

1442.24
1557.85
1357.01
1522.48

1481.26
1824.14
1834.55

1819.61
1844.98

1809.13

1783.46

742.29
716.48
680.36
1017.33
965.75
901.82
933.53
957.92
990.97
1030.01
982.13
1145.81

1176.78
1208.25
1203.01
1235.33
1263.69
1275.23
1232.76
1143.54
1455.60
1485.05
1515.89
1526.74
1537.60

1498.91
1459.82

1372.38
1487.99
1287.15
1452.62

1411.40
1743.68
1754.09

1739.15
1764.52

1728.67

1703.00

695.42
669.61
633.49
961.80
910.22
846.29
878.00
902.39
935.44
974.48
926.60
1082.62

1113.59
1145.06
1139.82
1172.14
1200.50
1212.04
1169.57
1080.35
1379.14
1408.59
1439.43
1450.28
1461.14

1422.45
1383.36

1295.92
1411.53
1210.69
1376.16

1334.94
1656.90
1667.31

1652.37
1677.74

1641.89

1616.22

605.43
579.74
543.85
862.60
811.31
747.74
779.27
803.52
836.38
875.69
827.88
976.10

1006.90
1038.20
1032.98
1065.13
1093.34
1105.21
1062.83

973.51
1259.50
1288.77
131945
1330.62
1341.82

1303.17
1264.15

1176.62
1291.94
1091.28
1256.50

1215.57
1526.98
1537.69

1523.41
1548.42

1512.62

1487.31

584.73
559.04
523.15
838.41
787.12
723.55
755.08
779.33
812.19
851.50
803.69
948.89

979.69
1010.99
1005.77
1037.92
1066.13
1078.00
1035.62

946.30
1227.25
1256.52
1287.20
1298.37
1309.57

1270.92
1231.90

1144.37
1259.69
1059.03
1224.25

1183.32
1490.95
1501.66

1487.38
1512.39

1476.59

1451.28

548.70
523.01
487.12
796.77
745.48
681.91
713.44
737.69
770.55
809.86
762.05
902.51

933.31
964.61
959.39
991.54
1019.75
1031.62
989.24
899.92
1173.06
1202.33
1233.01
1244.18
1255.38

1216.73
177.71

1090.18
1205.50
1004.84
1170.06

1129.13
1431.06
1441.77

1427.49
1452.50

1416.70

1391.39



Table 9. Relative poverty indicators by geographical area. Years 2013-2014 (in thousands and percentage values)

North Centre South and Islands ltaly

2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014
Poor households 559 597 344 331 1,742 1,726 2,645 2,654
Resident households 12,209 12,292 5176 5,292 8,132 8,184 25,518 25,768
Poor individuals 1,790 1,882 1,089 1,006 4,943 4,928 7,822 7,815
Resident individuals 27,489 27,595 11,903 11,997 20,833 20,855 60,225 60,448
Poor households 21.1 225 13.0 12,5 65.9 65.0 100.0 100.0
Resident households 479 477 20.3 205 319 318 100.0 100.0
Poor individuals 229 24.1 139 12.9 63.2 63.1 100.0 100.0
Resident individuals 456 457 19.8 19.9 346 345 100.0 100.0
Households 46 49 6.6 6.3 214 211 10.4 10.3
Individuals 6.5 6.8 92 84 237 236 13.0 12.9

Poverty intensity (%)
Households 18.3 215 20.2 19.8 241 228 224 221

Table 10. Relative poverty incidence by individuals by sex and age class. Years 2013-2014 (percentage values)

2013 2014
Sex
Male 13.1 134
Female 12.9 12.5
Up to 17 years 17.5 19.0
From 18 to 34 years 16.7 14.7
From 35 to 64 years 11.5 11.4
Over 64 10.1 9.8
ECONOMIC CYCLE AND variation it is necessary to take into incidence, with this line, is 10.1%
POVERTY LINE account both aspects. In 2014, the (2 million and 604 thousand poor
The relative poverty line depends relative poverty line was 1,041.91 households) and it is statistically
year by year on variations both of Euros (around 10 Euros lower than different from the
consumer prices and of the mean of the 2013 line). The 2013 poverty incidence obtained by the 2014
consumption expenditure. On line re-evaluated in accordance with standard poverty line.
analysing the relative poverty the national inflation rate (+0.2%)

is 1,033.92 Euros; the poverty

Table 11. Relative poverty indicators by the 2013 poverty line, the re-evaluated 2013 poverty line and the 2014
poverty line (in the thousands and percentage values)

2013 poverty line Re-evaluated 2013poverty line 2014 poverty line

1,031.86 Euros 1,033.92 Euros 1,041.91 Euros
Households  Incidence (%) Households  Incidence (%) Households  Incidence (%)
North 559 4.6 593 4.8 597 4.9
Centre 344 6.6 324 6.1 331 6.3
South and Islands 1,742 21.4 1,688 20.6 1,726 21.1

Italy 2,645 10.4 2,604 10.1 2,654 10.3



Table 12. Relative poverty incidence, sampling error and confidence interval by region and geographical area. Years 2013-

2014 (percentage values)

2013 2014
Incidence Error Confidence interval Incidence Error Confidence interval
(%) (%) Lower limit ~ Upper limit. (%) (%) Lower limit ~ Upper limit.

Ital 10.4 2.7 9.8 10.9 10.3 2.6 9.8 10.8
Piemonte 5.1 16.8 34 6.7 6.0 13.9 44 7.6
Valle d'Aosta/Valleé d'Aoste 5.3 252 2.7 7.9 6.4 20.8 3.8 9.0
Lombardia 3.8 14.8 2.7 5.0 4.0 12.6 3.0 5.0
Trentino Alto Adige 3.7 19.5 2.3 51 3.8 26.5 1.8 5.8
Bolzano-Bozen * * * * * * * *
Trento 6.1 16.8 4.1 8.1 6.5 224 3.6 9.3
Veneto 44 13.2 3.3 515 45 12.8 34 5.6
Friuli Venezia Giulia 8.1 15.5 5.6 10.5 7.9 14.3 5.7 10.1
Liguria 7.8 12.9 58 9.8 7.8 12.8 5.8 9.7
Emilia Romagna 3.8 16.4 2.6 5.0 4.2 15.0 2.9 54
Toscana 6.5 12.8 49 8.2 5.1 17.9 3.3 6.9
Umbria 71 17.6 47 9.6 8.0 20.7 4.7 11.2
Marche 10.0 10.6 8.0 12.1 9.9 13.2 74 12.5
Lazio 58 13.9 42 7.3 58 14.2 42 75
Abruzzo 15.5 13.5 11.4 19.6 12.7 10.2 10.2 15.2
Molise 17.6 111 13.8 214 19.3 11.8 14.8 23.7
Campania 214 8.0 18.0 24.8 19.4 5.8 17.2 215
Puglia 20.3 6.9 17.6 23.0 20.5 6.8 17.7 232
Basilicata 243 111 19.0 29.6 25.5 11.9 19.5 315
Calabria 26.6 8.3 223 30.9 26.9 7.3 23.1 30.8
Sicilia 241 52 21.6 26.5 25.2 6.5 21.9 28.4
Sardegna 15.1 13.7 11.0 19.1 15.1 13.8 11.0 19.2

* The value is statistically unreliable given the small sample size

Table 13. Relative poverty incidence by household size, household typology, number of minor children and elderly in the
household by geographical area. Years 2013-2014 (percentage values)

Household size
1 member

2 members

3 members

4 members

5 or more members

Single member under 65
Single member 65 and over
Couple with r.p. (a) under 65
Couple with r.p. (a) 65 and over
Couple with one child

Couple with 2 children

Couple with 3 or more children
Single parent

Other typology (with aggregate members)

Household with minor children

With 1 minor child

With 2 minor children

With 3 or more minor children
With at least 1 minor child

With 1 elderly
With 2 or more elderly

Centre South and Islands Italy
2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014
1.3 18 26 3.1 16.7 15.8 5.8 59
4.0 39 5.1 4.0 20.8 20.3 9.0 8.8
5.2 54 8.7 10.1 20.4 21.6 11.0 11.6
9.0 9.6 11.7 9.4 24.6 233 15.8 14.9
18.0 19.8 226 20.1 35.5 36.8 26.5 28.0
14.8 10.8
1.7 1.9 2.9 * 18.2 19.8 7.0 7.4
1.9 33 * * 11.9 15.0 49 6.5
3.0 27 6.4 * 220 215 9.4 9.1
35 5.4 6.8 9.4 20.4 20.5 9.8 11.0
8.3 8.6 11.6 7.8 23.8 227 15.3 14.0
174 20.2 * * 33.1 355 24.8 217
11.2 71 * * 27.6 26.3 15.4 12.8
13.9 11.6 16.2 18.0 33.8 31.0 20.8 19.2
6.0 6.8 10.8 12.2 24.3 217 13.2 13.1
11.3 11.7 8.1 13.6 24.3 29.0 15.6 18.5
18.9 253 * * 43.1 429 28.9 31.2
9.2 10.1 10.7 12.8 25.9 26.7 15.4 16.7
2.8 29 44 37 19.7 215 8.7 9.0
3.8 44 9.2 6.1 25.3 227 114 10.6
3.2 35 6.0 44 215 219 9.6 9.6

With at least 1 elderly

(a) Reference person; * The value is statistically unreliable given the small sample size



Table 14. Relative poverty incidence by reference person age class and geographical area. Years 2013-2014

(percentage values)

Age class North
2013

Up to 34 years 6.9

From 35 to 44 years 6.6

From 45 to 54 years 5.2

From 55 to 64 years 3.2

Over 64 3.2

2014
8.4
1.7
47
3.2
3.3

* The value is statistically unreliable given the small sample size

Centre

2013

7.3
8.5
4.8
5.9

2014
14.7
8.4
6.0
44
4.1

South and Islands
2013

22.3
23.7
224
17.6
21.5

2014
24.8
22.4
20.7
17.6
21.5

ltaly
2013
1.7
12.0
111
8.5
9.6

2014
14.3
12.4
10.2
8.0
9.3

Table 15. Relative poverty incidence by highest level of education attained and professional condition. Years 2013-2014

(percentage values)

Educational level
No education degree or primary school certificate
Lower secondary school certificate
Post secondary certificate and upper
Professional condition (a)
EMPLOYED
-EMPLOYEES
--Executives, middle management, white collar
-- Blue collar
-NOT EMPLOYEES
-- Employer and professional
-- Self-employed
UNEMPLOYED
-Retired
-Job seekers
-Other not employed

North

2013

6.4
6.7
25

4.6
4.9
1.3
8.5
4.0

46
45
29
19.7
7.5

* The value is statistically unreliable given the small sample size
(a) Employed and job seekers are defined according to the ILO international standard.

2014

5.9
73
29

49
5.2
9.5
3.9

*

*

4.8
3.2
221
75

Centre

2013

11.1
9.7
3.5

6.2
6.5
11.7

*

7.1
53

*

10.4

2014

75
9.3
43

31.0
258
11.0

17.8
18.7
8.0
28.5
15.7

19.4
24.5
20.7
49.3
26.0

South and Islands

2013 2014

30.0
24.8
13.2

18.5
19.1
10.6
27.2
16.9

20.5
23.3
21.9
29.5
24.6

Italy
2013 2014
16.7 15.4
13.9 13.2
5.0 6.2
8.7 9.2
9.1 9.6
3.3 3.7
15.0 15.5
7.8 8.1
3.0 3.7
9.9 9.9
12.1 11.5
9.1 9.2
32.3 23.9
16.5 15.2

Table 16. Relative poverty incidence by municipality demographic size and geographical area. Years 2013-2014 (percentage

values)

Municipality demographic size North
2013

Metropolitan area 5.9

Big municipality 3.5

Small municipality 4.8

2014
76
3.5
4.9

* The value is statistically unreliable given the small sample size

Centre
2013

*

8.6
8.6

2014

7
7

*

5
8

South and Islands

2013
13.3
16.3
25.8

2014
12.3
19.8
23.7

Italy
2013
6.2
8.7
12.6

Table 17. Relative poverty incidence by household members’ citizenship and geographical area. Years 2013-2014

(percentage values)

North
2013
All national members 2.9
National and non-national members ~ 13.3
All non-national members 22.7

2014
29

*

25.3

* The value is statistically unreliable given the small sample size

Centre
2013 2014
5.1 4.2
25.1 25.8

South and Islands

2013

20.5

48.6

2014
20.1

37.8
46.7

Italy
2013
9.2
15.2
275

2014
6.9
9.6
1.7

2014
8.9

19.1

28.6



Graph 3. Poor and non-poor households by different poverty lines. Year 2014 (percentage composition)
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For more details please refer to the Italian version
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