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                                                                                             Editor in chief  
Once again the massacres and killings practiced against our 

people are back, and the Massacre of the (Church of Our Lady of 
Salvation) has become a firm form, as well as the individual killings 
practiced here and there, specifically in Nineveh city- Mosul, which 
created a state of panic and complaint among our people and made 
them in the vortex of conflict between staying in the homeland of our 
forefathers, or migrate to where no return?! 

 
In a careful reading of what happened and is still happening to our 
people during the long decades, not only in Iraq but also in its historical 
places in the neighboring countries, makes us stand in front of a big 
and serious conspiracy, planned and implemented with an agenda and 
organized mechanisms of planning for the crime, that created a state of 
panic among our People, who is originally a victim of fear since the 
massacres of Badrakhan, Semel and Sorya, and the previous 
international conspiracies to pull him out from his historical native 
places in the province of Hakkari, and the accompanying media 
propaganda and facilities of international organizations and political 
statements to drag our people out of the country. 

 Between this and that, our People became homeless mentally 
and intellectually, between survival and steadfastness, or migration and 
loss in the homelands of rosy dreams. 

 The scheme of taking off and displacement of our people, 
ending his existence of historic homes, was merely intended to rapine 
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his history, heritage and treasures, as being the most authentic historic 
and culture, and the most tolerant and co-existence Nation. 

 
 The reality of our parties and institutions calls for optimism, and 
works as a objective view  towards the case of our people, and deal with 
it objectively which works to reduce the gap of his pain and tragedy, 
especially after they turn to the table of dialogue, consolidation of 
political discourse and developing the mechanisms of action process on 
the ground, to serve our people and reduce the drain of Immigration, 
claiming the Iraqi Government and the International Regimes to 
provide protection for our people and guarding his legitimate rights 
constitutionally, to return back to his steps after the restoration of 
security and enjoyment of his rights, freedoms and citizenship in the 
homeland that he gave and still giving all what is dear and precious for 
its sake. 

 
Legitimizing the national and humanity rights of our people is one of 
the most important priorities of this phase over the embodiment of his 
demands today by the development a Province in Nineveh Plain and to 
be constitutional legislation, in order to serve our People all over the 
country, inclusion the Constitution items that assert his rights to 
citizenship, just like the rest of the others in Iraq, as it has become 
today, in addition to being a demand for our parties, and our political 
and religious institutes, an irreversible mass demand. 

 
The continuation in building the State Law advocated by the leaders of 
political blocs in Iraq today will not be achieved only in ensuring the 
rights of our people constitutionally, that only has no power but the 
power of the Justice and Equality, conveying the slogan of tolerance, 
fraternity and love, and perhaps in a country that is divesting of them 
little by little.  
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Areading in the opening of the first 
number of Zahrira-d-Bahra 

 
 

Fared  Yaqoob                                 Translated by:. Basim Elya 
 

The nations advance and flourish through their cultural 
heritage and what the human process of contributions that serve and 
reinforce it towards more and more evolution. The journalism is one of 
the main bases through which the intellectual and cultural 
constructions of nations are refined. It's the mirror that reflects 
without laxness the degrees of civilization which any society has; and 
this is the conditions of our Assyrian society of its distinctive cultural 
identity which the press clearly reflected, and it's still stepping its first 
and pioneer steps comparing to other nations which lived between in 
the middle of the nineteenth century; exactly on October 1st in 1849 
when the first Assyrian newspaper was issued (Zahrira-d-Bahara) in 
Urmi in Iran, with it the course of national journalism began to reflect 
the different cultural aspects that our nation had, honestly.  
Zahrira-d-Bahra continued issuing until the end of world war I in 1918, 
in the beginning it was a monthly newspaper then it became half-
monthly and in Syriac language; including historical, cultural and 
religious topics; in addition to covering international, regional and 
universal news which were significant to our people. It also paid 
attention to debate the relation among our people and the other nations 
of the region and the struggles of poor and riches. This newspaper 
played an important role in constitution and stabilizing the bases of 
contemporary Assyrian literature.  
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A quick reading of the opening of the first number of Zahrira-d-Bahra 
is enough to clarify the relationship of the Assyrian human to culture 
and knowledge; the first page of the first number of the newspaper 
contained a distinguished headline in Syriac under the title "then your 
light shines as morning"; it is a quotation from the Bible verses Eshia 
58;8, who makes a simile between the morning light and the 
appearance of Zahrira-d-Bahra, it is like a bright light that penetrates 
the darkness to record a new birth to lighten the path of right to arisen 
the culture of our people among the other nations.  
In the beginning of the page on the right it clarifies for the reader its 
text: This book pronounces the glory of God, culture, the world, the 
news, events and changes; it is issued in Urmi in the beginning of each 
month and by the helping of American friends. 
While the opening of the newspaper was titled (culture…. Schools); it 
talks about the importance of schools as institutions of great important 
role and activity in nations' and people that pays more attention to it. 
While its absence makes a flaw in the building and lives of societies 
through cultural development. 
The opening confirms that education leads to creating generations that 
can lead the society and keeping up to the cultural development that 
prevails the world ; education is the core of life for individuals  and 
nations; it renews the mind  and develops the human abilities and 
talents. As the dark room needs light; the same way every Assyrian 
village needs schools to lighten the paths of their sons and grow the love 
of God, earth and human being. Education is a firm school that can 
teach aware and educated generations.               
 
 


