
Founded in 1914, Johnson & Wales University is a private, nonprofit, accredited 
institution with more than 15,000 graduate, undergraduate and online students at 
its four campuses in Providence, R.I.; North Miami, Fla.; Denver, Colo.; and Charlotte, 
N.C. An innovative educational leader, the university offers degree programs in arts 
and sciences, business, culinary arts, design and engineering, education, health and 
wellness, hospitality, nutrition and physician assistant studies. Its unique model 
integrates arts and sciences and industry-focused education with work experience 
and leadership opportunities, inspiring students to achieve professional success and 
lifelong personal and intellectual growth. The university’s impact is global, with 
alumni from 123 countries pursuing careers worldwide. For more information,  
visit jwu.edu.

ACCREDITATION

JWU is accredited by the New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges Inc. 
(NEASC), through its Commission on 
Institutions of Higher Education (CIHE). 
The nation’s oldest regional accrediting 
association, NEASC accredits educational 
institutions internationally. This accreditation 
encompasses the university’s four campuses.

CAMPUS FACTS

The Providence Campus is the university’s 
original campus, with a diverse student body 
of 9,454 students. The Downcity Campus, 
located in the heart of Providence, is home to 
the College of Management, the John Hazen 
White College of Arts & Sciences, the School 
of Engineering & Design, and the College  
of Health and Wellness. A short distance 
south is the Harborside Campus, home to  
the College of Culinary Arts.

CAMPUS RANKINGS

CAMPUS FACILITIES

The Providence Campus is spread across  
176 acres and approximately 2,700,000 
square feet of 66 buildings, including 
residence halls, classrooms, labs, dining halls, 
libraries, offices, open spaces, and internship, 
recreation and physical plant facilities.

PROGRAMS OF STUDY (2015–2016)

A.S. and B.S. degrees: College of Culinary 
Arts and School of Engineering & Design.

B.S., B.S.B.A., MBA and M.S. degrees: College 
of Management and the College of Online 
Education.

B.S. degrees and Ed.D. degree: John Hazen 
White College of Arts & Sciences.

B.S. degree, M.S. degree in Physician 
Assistant Studies: College of Health and 
Wellness.

•  Student-faculty ratio: 20:1 

•  Gender breakdown of student population:  
60 percent female and 40 percent male

•  Student population living on campus:  
47 percent

ENROLLMENT BY PROGRAM TYPE  
(FALL 2015)

2,583 Culinary

2,393 Hospitality

2,053 Business

1,140 Arts & Sciences

686 Graduate
599 Engineering & Design

9,454 TOTAL

ENROLLMENT BY ETHNICITY  
(FALL 2015)

5,087 White

1,180 Nonresident Alien

965 Hispanic or Latino

1,031 Black or African American

415 Unknown

681 Two or More Races

79 Asian

10 American Indian, Alaska Native
6 Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

9,454 TOTAL
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SUSTAINING THE ENVIRONMENT

JWU has revitalized close to 100 acres 
of waterfront alongside the Harborside 
Campus through significant brownfields 
remediation efforts. Improvements include 
shoreline reconstruction, an Urban Coastal 
Greenway, athletic fields, and the donation 
of a six-acre waterfront parcel for an 
environmentally “smart design” educational 
and research center dedicated to the 
protection of Narragansett Bay and  
marine life.

The Cuisinart Center for Culinary Excellence, 
Grace Welcome Center and Center for 
Physician Assistant Studies have been 
awarded LEED® Gold certification by the 
 U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) 
for energy and material use and for 
incorporating a variety of other sustainable 
strategies.

TUITION AND FINANCIAL AID  

(2015–2016)

Undergraduate Tuition: $29,226

Graduate, Doctoral, Continuing Education 
and Online Tuition: Visit jwu.edu/
admissions/paying-for-college 
for updated tuition and financial aid 
information.

• JWU is committed to making a quality 
education as accessible and affordable as 
possible, increasing institutional aid every 
year for the past five years. More than 92 
percent of Providence Campus students 
receive institutional scholarships and/or 
grants from the university, often times 
making JWU tuition significantly less than 
many other universities. 

• Pell grants were awarded to 35 percent  
of the undergraduate students enrolled  
at the Providence Campus.

EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION

JWU’s educational approach is designed 
to help students identify a field of interest 
and acquire the knowledge, skills and 
experience to excel in that field. Our unique 
education model integrates academics and 
professional skills, related work experiences, 
community and leadership opportunities 
and career services. Students develop 
academic schedules and work experience 
plans relevant to their career goals, starting 
in their first term.

Our experiential education model includes 
career management workshops, a suite of 
career services, a customized online career 
management website, work experience 
tied to a field of study and on-campus 
recruitment opportunities.

JWU maintains relationships with hundreds 
of the world’s industry-leading companies 
and offers a variety of work experience 
programs. In 2014–2015, 2,391 Providence 
campus students gained industry experience 
related to their major.

In 2014–2015, 678 companies participated 
in the on-campus career conference, 
allowing students to connect with leading 
companies in their field.

In 2014–2015, 1,246 on-campus interviews 
were conducted.

The National Society for Experiential 
Education conferred its highest honor upon 
JWU: the 2014 William M. Burke Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Experiential 
Education.

GLOBAL REACH

The Providence Campus has 9,454 students 
from 70 countries and 52 states and 
territories.

The top five international student 
populations represent People’s Republic  
of China, Saudi Arabia, South Korea,  
India and Taiwan ROC.

JWU students have the opportunity to 
participate in one of 44 study abroad and 
exchange programs in 18 countries.

STRATEGIC PLAN

JWU has a history of strategic planning. 
Through its current five-year plan (2017: 
The Centennial Plan), JWU will make an 
unprecedented investment in its future, 
strengthening its status as a recognized 
education leader. Through this plan, JWU  
is investing in

• faculty

• student engagement

• student potential

• the university’s foundation

Visit jwu.edu/2017plan for more 
information.

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC IMPACT

During the 2014–2015 academic year, 
Providence Campus students performed 
137,988 hours of community service.

The Providence Campus has been named 
to the President’s Higher Education 
Community Service Honor Roll each year 
since it was established in 2006. This is the 
highest federal recognition institutions of 
higher education can receive for supporting 
community service and service-learning.

The Providence Campus has 1,709 
employees.

FULL-TIME PART-TIME TOTAL

Faculty 294 323 617

Staff 976 116 1,092

Total 1,270 439 1,709

Over the past 10 years, JWU’s Providence 
Campus has invested $18,353,215 in 
construction and renovation.
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