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Internal Checkpoint (fully staffed) Earthmound

Green Line Checkpoint* Roadblock

Internal Partial Checkpoint Tunnel/Underpass*

Road Gate normally closed Earth Wall

Road Gate normally open Road Barrier

Observation Tower* Trench

A complex series of concrete walls, electronic fences, and other obstacles to control Palestinian pedestrian and vehicular movement. 
Construction of the Barrier within the West Bank including East Jerusalem continues, contrary to the advisory opinion of the International 
Court of Justice.
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Physical closures

occuPied Palestinian territory

West Bank Barrier

closed and restricted areas

roads

Israeli military base
Access is prohibited

Israeli firing zone and Jordan 
Valley Military Buffer Zone
Access is prohibited

Constructed

Under Construction

Planned Route

Prohibited Palestinian vehicle use

Main road

Other road

Area A1

Area B2

Special Case (H2)3

Intended Nature Reserve

Area C4

oslo interim agreement (1994-1999)

1. Full Palestinian civil and security control

2. Full Palestinian civil control and joint 
Israeli-Palestinian security control

3. Hebron Agreement

4. Full Israeli control over security, planning 
and construction

Israeli SettlementsPalestinian Communities

Built-up

< 1000 Residents

1000 - 10,000

> 10,000

Community

Governorate Capital

Governorate Boundry

Land cultivated by settlers

Settlement built-up , outer 
limit and municipal area

Israeli Settlement within 
Palestinian residential area

Israeli unilaterally declared Jerusalem municipal boundary

'Existing and projected 'closed 
areas behind the Barrier
Access is limited to permit holders

West Bank Barrier

4.55 million 
Palestinians live in the 
oPt, with 2.7 million 
in the West Bank and 
1.7 million in the Gaza 
Strip.*

38.5% 
unemployment rate in 
the Gaza Strip and

18.2% in the West 
Bank*  

5.8 persons 
is the average 
Palestinian household 
size in the oPt.*

36% of the 
population of the oPt 
is food insecure.**

76.4 litres/capita/day 
(l/c/d) is the average water 
consumption in the West Bank 
and 

80-90 l/c/d in the 
Gaza Strip, below the WHO 
standard of 100 l/c/d.*

nearly 44%
of the oPt population 
are refugees and 
nearly 50% are below 
the age of 18.*

39% of the 
population of the Gaza 
Strip and 

17.8% of the 
West Bank live in 
poverty.*

closure oBstacles By governorate

1. Checkpoints on the Green Line are not included in 
the total closure count.

2. Only 11 of 122 closures in Hebron H2 are included 
in the total closure count.

3. E.G. : barbed wire, turnstile, iron gate, cement 
barriers.

*Source: PCBS 2014
**Source: WFP 2012
***Source: ICBS 2013

Planned Re-routing

Barrier Gate

PoPulation

Palestinian refugees

food insecurity

unemPloyment

Water consumPtion

household size

Poverty

520,000 Israeli 
settlers
live in 150 settlements and 
100 outposts in the West 
Bank, in contravention of 
international law.***  

israeli settlements

Israeli  Nature Reserve

Uni ted Nat ions  Off i ce  fo r  the  Coord inat ion  o f  Humani ta r ian  Affa i r s  occupied Pa les t in ian  te r r i to ry

West Bank
A C C E S S  R E S T R I C T I O N S

SEPTEMBER 2014

A policy of physical barriers, permit requirements and other 
administrative restrictions are used to control Palestinian 
pedestrian and vehicular movement.

Palestinians are required by the Israeli army to obtain various 
permits to facilitate movement through checkpoints to reach 
East Jerusalem and other West Bank areas including those 
located between the Barrier and the Green Line. Permits types 
vary depending on location, person and purpose.

closure

chEckpoint

partial chEckpoint

Earthmound

tunnEl/undErpass

ROAdBLOCk

road GatE

ROAd BARRIER

trEnch

the Permit system

EAST JERUSALEM

The limited allocation of permits, together with the restricted number and 
opening times of the gates, restrict agricultural practice; Olive trees in the 

‘Seam Zone’ have an approximately 60 per cent reduction in yield 
compared to trees on the ‘Palestinian’ side of the Barrier .
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712 km

712 Km
more than twice the length of the Green Line (323 Km)
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Constructed
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10%

Approximately 62% of the 
Barrier’s approved route is 
complete, a further 10% is 

under construction and 28% is 
planned but not yet 

constructed. 

60% 
Reduction in yield

‘Palestinian’
side of the Barrier 

‘Seam
Zone’

A barrier staffed by the Israeli Army and/or Border Police 
with observation towers and/or other physical structures 
used to control pedestrian and vehicular access.

An established checkpoint operating periodically.

oBsErvation towEr
An elevated military tower to monitor/control Palestinian 
pedestrian and vehicular access.

A mound of rubble, dirt and/or rocks used to obstruct 
vehicle access.

An underpass for Palestinian vehicles located beneath a 
West Bank road primarily for Israeli settler use.

A series of 1 metre3 concrete blocks used to obstruct 
vehicle access.

A ditch used to prevent vehicles from crossing.

A metal gate, often manned by the Israeli army, used to 
control movement along roads.

Continuous fencing along roads which prevents Palestinian 
vehicular, agricultural and pedestrian access to roads used 
by Israeli settlers.

concrEtE BarriEr
Controls movement through the West Bank Barrier. Permits, 
or prior coordination, are required for Palestinians to access 
their lands.

85%
of the Barrier’s 

route runs inside 
the West Bank

65
 out of 150 Israeli 
settlements are on 
the 'Israeli side' of 

the Barrier

150
Palestinian 

communities have 
land located between 

the Barrier and the 
Green Line

9.4%
of the West Bank, 

including East 
Jerusalem and No-
Man’s Land will be 

isolated by 
the Barrier
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Others3

grand total

Jenin 2 3 1 2 3 1 6 iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii    16
tubas 1 1 2 2 4 5 iiiiiiiiiiiiii   14
tulkarm 2 3 3 1 2 1 12 3 iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii   25
nablus 3 6 4 4 15 18 10 2 6 iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii   68
Qalqiliya 1 4 2 4 4 1 3 3 11 iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii  32
Salfit 3 1 7 6 6 5 6 iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii  34
ramallah 11 2 7 10 18 35 4 14 iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii  101
Jericho 1 1 2 3 2 iiiiiiiii  9
Jerusalem 12 1 1 12 4 14 1 14 iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii  59
Bethlehem 2 6 1 3 4 2 4 1 2 iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii  23
hebron 2 13 7 18 9 13 45 4 iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii  109

grand total

hebron h2 18 12 4 57 1 4 26 1212

10 60 25 47 58 61 147 26 579 4901,2
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Access and closure  data is as of August 2014. It  is collected by OCHA staff and is subject 
to change.  
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