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PRODUCED AND
DIRECTED BY
BARUCH CHAIT AND
BARRY SEPTIMUS

F{JLI{ MUSIC has gained such widespread popularity
over the past decade that it has virtually affected the
spiritual and political character of our times. Modern man,
in his desperate search for such meaning to his precarious
existence, seems to have discovered in the melodious
language of the folk song a facile means of relieving the
anguish of hizs tormented soul.

For centuries, suffering and misfortune were indigenous
to the life of the Jew in Galut. Throughout those trying
years, Jewish folk music played a significant role in sustain-
ing the weary heart of its people, Hope and fear, sorrow and
gladness were echoed thn:rugfl its plaintive tones.

With the emergence of the State of Israel, folk SONES
beeame the natural vehicle of expression for the renascent
spirit of a people bursting with a lohging for freedom and
national independence. Songs of faith and thanksgiving
were mingled with exultant tones of Jewish heroism to pro-
duce a colorful array of melodies that we now know as
Israeli folk musie.

With this album, however, a new creation in Jewish
music makes its debut. It offers an harmonious blend of
Jewish liturgical texts with traditional melodic warmth,
uniquely set to a modern folk beat — by The Rahbis Sons.
On this LP recording, eleven songs are presented: nine were
composed by Baruch Chait, one by Mark Davidowitz, and the
last is a stirring revival of a somewhat forgotten Yiddish
folk song.

Two guitars and a bass fiddle provide the fundamental
instrumentation for this complement of musical innovations,
The penetrating resonance of a steel guitar is skilfully pro-
duced by David Nulman, who assisted in the guitar arrange-
ments. Mickey Lane, as master of the bass ﬁcﬁi!e. carries the
rhythm with striking artistry.

In Be'rzais Yisroel the voices ring with the vibrance of a
brass ensemble. A symphonic texture is achieved in VPani

The

Rabbis’ Sons
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S'filosi by the clever variances of alto and baritone shadings,
and the fugue-like tempo of the three-part harmony in
Hallu underscores the modern character of these songs.
Despite the sharp variations in the mood of each song, nﬁle
motif remains substantively the same throughout: Israel's
endless yearning for “d'vaykus,” to merge with her Maker
through ecstatic I}ra'_vera of exaltation and gratitude.

BARUCH CHAIT, ereator of The Rabbis’ Sons, has adeptly
organized a group of rabbinic students, reared in the tradi-
tions of Torah life and sensitivé to musical trends of
their generation. As rabbis' sons they are fully conscious of
the pluralistic culture reflected in their harmonie creations,
Baruch Chait is a competent guitarist whose imaginative
touch has produced the chords which yielded the beautiful
melodies that he composed and arranged for this album.

LABEL SCHARFMAN'S natural vocal talent is the reason
for his many successful public appearances and growing
popularity. His mellow tenor is dominant in Rabor Mach-
shovos and Even Moasu, alternating artfully between melody
and harmony. The smooth quality of his voice enhances the
tonal character of these songs and enriches their general
texture,

ITZY WEINBERGER is a former child prodigy whose
voice now rings with rich baritone resonance, Professionally
trained, he is as much at home with secular music as he is
with religious sengs, As a proud descendant of the Dolliner
rabbinic dwvnasty, he sin%a with characteristic  chassidic
charm and inspiring warmth.

MICHAEL ZHEUTLIN is responsible for the distinctive
voeal coloration of this recording. He contributed signifi-
cantly to the blend of the more complex harmonies through
the vibrant expression of his tenor range. As a talented and
versatile musician, his performances on the guitar and piano
have delighted large audiences.

SIDE ONE
l. HU ELOKEINU: Sabbath Prayer 1:52
Jewry's reaffirmation of the absolute Kingship and

Fatherhood of G-d, whose Sovereignty will ultimately be
proclaimed before the eyes of the world,
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V'ANI S'FILOSI: Psalms 6%9:14

{comp. Mark Davidowitz)

Israel's very existence is bound up in the hope that her
rrn:ﬂ'rﬁ will find favor in the eyes of the Lord and evoke
Yivine responsze for her salvation.

2:45
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3. KAYEIL: Pzalms 27:14 2:49
Faith in G- is man's greatest source of strength and
courage,

IR NP TIY BN PR 'R YR omip

4. MI HO-ISH: Psalms 34:13-15 3:80
True happiness and the ideal life belong to those who are
the skillful masters of their tonpues and the faithful
guardians of their lips. This unforgettable melody by
l!I:n'LE-:‘h Chait is already a classie in Chassidie musical
iterature,

T2 ¥R THET NE 0 MNYD DY 3aR DYN YDA WYND
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5, RABOS MACHSHOVOS:

Proverbs 19:21, Psalms 83:11

The faith of the Jew is rooted in the conviction that ro
matter what short-lived thoughts may be contrived in the
h.m:u.r:_-_:L of men, the long-range planz of G-d will always
prevail.

3:35
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6. BE'TZEIS YISROEL: Psalm 114 3:34
King David recounts the triumphant cxodus from Egypt

when all the forces of nature joined miraculously in
heralding Israel’'s fresdom.
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SIDE TWO

1. HAL'LU: Psalm 117 3:06
A call to the nations of the world to lift thelr voices in
praise of the Almighty for the wonders He has shown in
protecting His people Tsrael.

T NANY ITEN 100 533 43 OMIRA Y3 AmIRaY .OME B3 'R nN 1Yo
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2. EVEN MOASU: Psalms 118: 22, 23 2:45
Although the naticns have rejected Israel, she will yet
become the cormerstome of all civilization through the

marvels of Divine intervention.
MHPA) K AN BTN M OAND A2 WNAY NNN DWan TEND 1aN
WY
3. KADSHEINU: Sabbath Prayer _a:
The Divine Commandments of the Tovah offer spiritual

enrichment, and ennobling self-fulfillment te all who live

by them.
SRR UNDE TIOE PYIY LIINA BPYR (M Tmmsa wep

nBN3I TIAYY waY nm
4. HOYSO LI: Psalms: 42:4 3:81
Israel pours forth the anguish of her heart over the end-

less tears that have become more of a daily regimen for
her than her food.
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2. A SUKKELE: Yiddish Folk Song 4:47
A profoundly touching folksong of nestalgic reminiscences
into Israel's precarions history in the frail but perristent
shadow of the Succak.
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The Rabbls' S8ans (1, ta r. on front)—Baruch, Label, Ttzy and Michael.

This album was recorded at the Regent Sound Studics, New
York on May 31 and June 16, 1987.
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Recording Engineer—ROBERT LIFTIN

Meono and Sterea Mastering—CLAUDE RIE

Album and Prodiuction Coordinator—CHAIM TITTLEBAUM
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Technical Assistance—ZIAVE SHERUN

Special Thanks To: Barry Septimus (Electrie ﬂ_rgnnlj, Stan-
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Sherun Associates,
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