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Rasbora cryptica, a new species of fish from Sarawak, Borneo 
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Maurice Kottelat*, ** and Heok Hui Tan**

Rasbora cryptica, new species, is described from Borneo in southern Sarawak (Malaysia). It is distinguished from 
all other species of the genus by a unique colour pattern consisting of a bold black longitudinally elongated blotch, 
made of a layer of deep pigment, appearing as a ventrad widening of the axial streak, on which the midlateral 
stripe is overimposed; the blotch extends from about midway between the pectoral- and pelvic-fin bases, until 
the middle of the dorsal-fin base. On the caudal peduncle, there is an elongate triangular blotch, with the apex 
pointed forwards, not extending onto the caudal fin. Rasbora cryptica was earlier misidentified as R. volzii fasciata, 
which is a synonym of R. volzii. A lectotype is designated for R. volzii.
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Introduction

The genus Rasbora includes small cyprinid fishes 
found throughout South and Southeast Asia. The 
genus as presently defined by Liao et al. (2010) 
includes some 120 valid species, of which many 
have been discovered in the last 20 years (see, 
e.g., Hadiaty & Kottelat, 2009; Tan, 1999, 2009; 
Kottelat, 1991, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2008, 2012; Kot-
telat & Tan, 2011). Rasbora volzii was originally 
described from Borneo (Popta, 1905, 1906), on the 
basis of material from both the Kapuas and Maha-
kam drainages. Popta (1905) also described a 
subspecies R. v. fasciata from the Kayan drainage, 
north of the Mahakam. Brittan (1954) redescribed 
R.volzii on the basis of material from Sarawak that 
he had identified as R. v. fasciata. No topotypic 
material of R. volzii had been recorded until Ro-
berts (1989) identified under that name specimens 

collected in the Kapuas drainage. We have now 
obtained specimens from the type locality of 
R. v. fasciata from the Kayan drainage and we 
found that they cannot be distinguished from 
those of the Mahakam drainage. We also found 
that the Sarawak material represents an unnamed 
species, which is described here.

Material and methods

Material examined is deposited in: RMNH, Na-
tionaal Natuurhistorisch Museum, Leiden; ZRC, 
Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research, Na-
tional University of Singapore; and CMK, the 
collection of the first author. Specimens were 
measured on the left side using dial callipers (ac-
curacy 0.1 mm). Meristic and measurements were 
taken according to Kottelat (2001) and Kottelat & 
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