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found change both in structure and in
character as a result of the large im-
migration from Eastern Europe at the turn
of the century. Thousands of orthodox
Russian & Polish Jews, fleeing from Czarist
pogroms, found, on arrival on these shores,
a religiously lax community of some 60,000.
Younger people, or those who have ar-
rived in recent years, cannot realise how lax
conditionshad becomein Jewish official quar-
ters in this country—conditions which led to
the foundation of the Machzike Hadath
Community in 1891 in opposition to the cs-
tablishcd Chief Rabbinate.

For about fourteen ycars, this small com-
munity carried on an epic struggle against
overwhelming oddsasa separate Kehilla with
an opposition Shechita, until they secured the
religious frcedom which they were at first
denied.

The fight aroused world-wide intercst and
discussion, and the opinions of the greatest
religious leaders of the day were invoked by
one side against the other.

A FORTRESS IN ANGLO-JEWRY gives
a full account of the circumstances and per-
sonalitics concerned with the establishment
&subscquent development of the Machzike
Hadath Community.

Hitherto unpublished letters from inter-
nationally famous Rabbanim, the Chaferz
Chayim, the Aruch HaShulchan, Rabbi Yitz-
chak Elchanan Spector, Rabbi Avraham Aba

“Werner, Rabbi Salomon Spitzer, Rabbi Dr

Salomon Breucr, Rabbi Shmuel Mohilever
and Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak HaCohen
Kook are reproduced and transcribed in full.

Mr Albert M Hyamson, OBE, FR HisS,
writes: ‘Thave found it extremely interesting.
I'am sure that, when published, it will find a
wide public.’
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FOREWORD

H E arrival of thousands of Jews from Eastern Europe at the
turn of the century made a very great impact on the struc-
ture and character of Anglo-Jewry. Considerable influence

was cxerted on the religious life of the Community and in this sphere
the Machzike Hadath in London played a major part. Itisimpossible
for younger members of the Community and particularly For peo-
ple who have arrived here since to realise how lax conditions had be-
come in Jewish official quarters and what remarkable changes have
taken place during the past few decades. Itis no exaggeration to say
that the improvement in the general standard of religious education
and observance and in the level of orthodox leadership is in no small
measure due to the heroic stand taken by the small band of pious
Jews who founded this fortress of traditional Judaism as well as by
those who followed them; yet very little has been written about this
remarkable period in Anglo-Jewish history.

It is now over sixty years since the Machzike Hadath came into
being and it is desirable that the circumstances surrounding the birth
and subsequent development of that Community should be placed
on record so that future generations faced with similar problems
may know of the struggles that had to be endured.

As a grandson of Rabbi Avraham Aba Werner %", the first
Rav (1891-1912), and as a son of Benjamin Lewis Deichowsky %~xr,
President for thirty-seven years (1908 - 1945), I have had the op-
portunity of acquiring, at first hand, a clear understanding of the
spirit that inspired the lcaders from the carliest beginnings, and as
successor in office to my late father, I have been able to obtain a still
deeper insight. In addition, there have come into my possession a
number of original letters of outstanding historic interest that have
never, as far as Tknow, been published. Ihave also had the good for-
tune of recent direct contact with Mr. Isaac Wolf Metchik, onc of
the founders, who is now at the age of 102, living in New York and

(1)

B



2 A FORTRESS IN ANGLO-JEWRY

who has been able to supply me with some details of the earlier years
of the Machzike Hadath Community. Furthcrmore, a most interes-
ting find has come to hand—a notebook in which the late Dr. Her-
mann Adler drafted his personal lctters, and for the loan of which I
am greatly indcbted to Mr. A. Schischa of Letchworth.

It is indeed fortunate that all this material has been preserved, for,
apart from the inadequate summaries in the Minutes of the Board of
Shechita, there arc no documents, relating to the events that T am
describing, in the possession of the other Communal Institutions
concerned. Many historic papers werc lost when the Beth Din in
Mulberry Street was bombed, and the United Synagogue also ap-
pears to have nothing dealing with the subject. Tam grateful to Mr.
Harry Gaventa, the President, and to Mr. J. Brenner, the Secretary,
for their help in placing at my disposal the Minute-Book of the
Board of Shechita for 1868 - 93, on the front cover of which is the
old name of the Board, viz ‘Committce of the Four Congregations
on the Affairs of Shehita’.

It is not my intention to give a complete historic account of this
period because that would involve an immense amount of research
for which I have little opportunity, and because it might also be said
with some justification that a sufficient number of years has not yet
clapsed to allow of an unbiased story being told. Itis my fear, how-
ever, that if absolute regard were given to thesc considerations
much of what is still known would be entirely forgotten and any
future historian might fail to derive sufficient information from the
dry documents alone. Ihave confined myself therefore to writing a
monograph, or memoir of reminiscences, and have endeavoured to
record faithfully what I know or have been told, incorporating the
documents which have been handed down to me, and leave it to the
historian of the future to amplify or to comment. The care taken by
my father in transcribing in his own hand, many of the documents
to which I refer, clcarly showed his intention that the story of the
Machzike Hadath should be recorded. In writing this book, there-
fore, I feel I am carrying out my father’s wishes, and regard it asa
great privilege to have been able to doso.

In making public for the first time the letters from several eminent
Rabbanim, 1 would have wished to reproduce a full photostatic
copy of cach, but for various reasons this is hardly practicable. Nor
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is this really necessary, as they have all been completely transcribed to
ensure their legibility. Iam, however, reproducing a full facsimile of
the more important communications.

After the manuscript of this book had been completely written, a
fresh discovery was made. A small packet, marked ‘the writings of
Rabbi A. Werner’, came to light. This packet contained several
documents of great importance, including an exchange of letters be-
tween a group of Rabbis in Jerusalem and Rabbi Werner in Lon-
don, in connection with the question of re-cstablishing a Sanhedrin
in the Holy Land. These letters have also been incorporated in the
book.

Those who arc acquainted with the very beginnings of the Mach-
zike Hadath will no doubt be aware that an issur had been issued
against the Shechita of that Kehilla by the famous Rabbi Yitzchak
Elchanan Spector of Kovno. Very few, however, know that many
eminent religious authorities including the Chafetz Chayim came to
the support of the Machzike Hadath.

There may be some who will question the desirability of reviving
the details of an old controversy, which, in their opinion, might
have been allowed to moulder in the shades of the dim past and
indeed have been conveniently forgotten. Especially might this
view be held because so many internationally eminent religious
authorities of that generation had allowed themselves to be so easily
misled into condemning the Machzike Hadath out of hand. It is
important, however, that contemporary conditions in the Com-
munity should be understood in their proper perspective, and his-
tory can neither be masked nor effaced. The mistakes of the past
can but scrve as a warning and a guide for the future.

A great deal has happencd since those carly days of strife. This
onc-time much abused body has since provided two successive
Rashei Shochtim, Rabbis Ya'acov Yehuda Leib Levitta and Avra-
ham Weinstein, and more latterly their Rav, Rabbi Yechezkiel
Abramsky, became a member of the London Beth Din. Although
most of the gap in matters of Shechita that originally separated ic
Machzike Ha<£1th from the rest of the Kehilla has by now been
closed, much still remains to be done in the spheres of supervision
and Kashruth and in Orthodox observance generally, especially in
the ficld of religious education. I believe the Machzike Hadath still
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has a mission to perform and can be of great service to Judaism in
the Anglo-Jewish Community.

The transliteration of Hebrew words has been made to conform,
in nearly every case, with the modern Sephardi pronunciation now
current in Israel, and a Glossary has been added for their better
elucidation. In order to obviate the frequent use of italics, these
transliterations and other forcign words have been italicised only
when they first occur in the text, or after a long interval.

The difficulty of choosing the correct titular prefix to the names
of the several eminent Rabbanim whose communications are re-
produced in the Hebrew Appendix, has been overcome by the ad-
option of a uniform appellation except where the Rabbi in question
is commonly known by thc name of his most famous publication,
or by any other title. Similarly, the customary suffixeshave also been
omitted. This has been decided upon in order to avoid any unduc
significance being accorded to some, and comparatively insufficient
regard to others.

1 should like to take this opportunity of thanking those who have
read the book in typescript and have assisted me by their comments.
Particularly am I grateful to Miss Honor Brotman, the Rev. Jacob
Ferber, Mr. Albert M. Hyamson, Rabbi Dr. Simon M. Lehrman,
Mr. Chayim Lewis, Rabbi Dr. Eli Munk and Mr. Maurice J. Ros-
ton, for many helpful suggestions. I also wish to cxpress my deep
gratitude to Rabbi Hirsh Ferber for his readyassistance in connection
with the Hebrew documents, and for his kindness in writing the
survey with which the Hebrew Appendix begins.

Finally, I desire to acknowledge my thanks to all who have pro-
vided me with photographs for reproduction, and especially to the
Clerk of the London County Council for his permission to use pic-
tures recently taken inside the Synagogue for the L.C.C.

B.H.
August, 1952



CHAPTER 1
ANGLO-JEWRY IN 1891

QT the beginning of the 19th Century, the Ashkenazi Jews of

Britain were still in the main quite orthodox, otherwise

itishardly likely that they would have elected as their Chief
Rabbis men like Reb Tebele Schiff and his successor Rabbi Solo-
mon Herschel who were both possessed of great Talmudic eru-
dition and had international reputations to that cffect. The consti-
tution of the Great Synagogue was still being printed in Hebrew as
well as in English, but apart from a few scholars who had arrived
from Central Europe, the standard of Jewish education of the rank
and file was declining very rapidly and with it, of course, the degree
of religious observance. -

A parallel decline was also taking place among the Sephardim
who had been the original settlers in the days of Oliver Cromwell
(1656), but who were by now outnumbered by an increasing immi-
gration of Dutch and German Ashkenazim so that they had already
taken second place in importance. Nevertheless, whatever laxity
there was among the members of the Sephardi Community, no
alteration whatsoever was ever allowed in the Synagogue ritual and
the Service has been retained in its original form to this day.

Leopold Zunz and Moritz Stcinschneider report that when they
visited this country about the middle of the 19th century, they found
very few indeed with even a ‘tincture of Rabbinic learning’. No
wonder, therefore, that the first break-away from the orthodox
Communities occurred in 1841 when the West London Synagogue
of British Jews (Reform) was founded.

Dr. Nathan Marcus jm Adler, appointed Chief Rabbi by the
Ashkenazim in 1845, well-known as the author of =% ey, a
commentary on the Targum Onkelos, was also a great Jewish scholar
who tried his utmost to improve religious education. He even pro-
posed the creation of a Public Jewish Day School at the same time

(s)



6 A FORTRESS IN ANGLO-JEWRY

that hec established, in 1860, ‘Jews’ College’ for the training of Mini-
sters and Teachers, but the idea was not supported and came to
nought. Nathan Adler had been fighting a losing battle with a hal-
assimilated Kehilla and was a thoroughly disappointed and dis-
illusioned man when, in 1879, he was compelled by advancing
years to allow his son Hermann ~%ns3 to take over most of his
duties in the capacity of Delegate Chicf Rabbi,

Dr. Hermann Adler was a lesser scholar and authority and was far
less able to withstand the growing encroachments on traditional
Jewish practice that were constantly being demanded and made.
There can be no doubt that Anglo-Jewry was fast moving towards
religious decadence when it was sharply awakened from its spiritual
somnolence by the influx of thousands of Jewish refugees from
Russia, Poland and R oumania which began about 1880.

On the other hand, the life of the Community in the Metropolis
had become more and better organised. Synagogue administration
had been greatly improved, almost to perfection; especially were
the philanthropic activities strengthened and well arranged. Among
these were a Visitation Committec for the Sick, including the pro-
vision of free medical treatment and allied care for the poor, as well
as the Jewish Board of Guardians which was founded in 1859. More-
over, the scveral Ashkenazi synagogucs which had been opened in
different parts of London were joined together to form the United
Synagogue. This latter union was consolidated by an Act of Parlia-
ment in 1870, known as the United Synagoguc Act. Parallel with
this there had been the virtual removal of all political and civil dis-
abilities and the Jews in England were beginning to play their part
1 the social, political, intellectual, as well as the business lifc of the
country.

Thus the London Jewish Community had become organised in
a systematic manner in many branches of its activity. This increased
efficiency in administrative control, however, stood out in glaring
contrast to the decline in the degree of religious observance. Reli-
gious education was sadly neglected or reduced to a bare minimum
and the Ministers, or more correctly, the preachers, and other
religious officiants who were appointed to minister to the needs of
the Jewish population of some 47,000 often fell very far short of
the standards required in an orthodox community.
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Although this was the gencral picture therc were a few but very
notable exceptions, like some scattered healthy and vigorous trees
in a decaying forest. A small number of familics, of German or
Austro-Hungarian origin, who had been arriving in England
throughout the century remained uncompromisingly loyal to their
traditional upbringing. Some lived in the Houndsditch area but
most of them had scttled in Canonbury where there were still to
be found a few old-established Anglo-Jewish families of the more
orthodox kind.

Among these latter was A. Ansell who died in 1886 leaving a very
valuable Talmudic library. Through the instrumentality of Philip
N. Casper this library was handed over to trustees for the establish-
ment of a Centre for Religious study. This led to the fo unding of
the North London Beth Hamedrash, in 1889, at 127 Newington
Green Road (later at 1a Ferntower Road). The first President was
James H. Loewe (father of Herbert Loewe) and among its most
active supporters were Raphael Tuck, the founder of the well-
known firm that bears his name, and David Gestetner of cyclostyle
fame. Soon aftcrwards the Beth Hamedrash also developed into a
Housc of Prayer and attracted many of the learned and observant
Jews of the locality who had felt nonc too happy in the less orthodox
atmosphere of the official Community.

At the same time, East End Jewry was slowly being strengthened
by the first trickle of immigrants from Eastern Europe which had
begun about 1865. These were soon followed, from 1880 onwards,
by large numbers of refugees from Russian and Roumanian per-
secution. There was no great welcome provided by the gencral
Community for these poor relations from Eastern Europe. Al-
though some material help was afforded, little munificence was
shown. As regards attachment to the established synagogues there
was so wide a difference in temperament and religious outlook that
the reluctance to join was as strong as the desire to exclude. There
was mutual aloofncss and antipathy.

Soon, the new arrivals formed small Cheyras (groups), mainly of
natives of a particular East European home-town or area, cach with
its own miniature House of Prayer. Through the generosity and
active assistance of Samuel Montagu, M. P. (latcr Lord Swaythling)
these Chevras were joined together in 1887 into the Federation of
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Synagogues, provided with a burial ground of their own and thus
cnabled to enjoy a large measure of independence. They did not,
however, constitute a separate kehilla in the full sense of the word
nor did they take, at all events at first, a critical interest in the reli-
gious affairs of the larger Community. The fact that Mr. Montagu
wasalso President of the Board of Shechita may have had something
to do with this. On the other hand, they brought over a strictly
orthodox continental Rav, Rabbi Dr. Mcyer Lerner, to be their
Chief Minister, who made every endcavour to improve tradition-
al Jewish observance. Unfortunately, his activitics were not sup-
ported by the then leadership of the Federation, and Dr. Lerner re-
turned to Germany after four years.

Many of these East-European immigrants, however, also found
it difficult to accept the prevailing lower standards of religious prac-
tice particularly in regard to Sabbath obscrvance and Kashruth.
Among these was Isaac Wolf Metchik (Mcczyk), a native of Brisk
(Brest-Litovsk), aman with indefatigable drive who knew no com-
promisc with his religious convictions. He had arrived in Englandin
1873 and was one of the founders, in 1890, of a synagogue called
‘Machzike Shomrei Shabbat’, naw *vw *pma, for those to whom
Sabbath Observance was of prime importance. This was originally
located in the Commercial Road area of Stepney, but after some
initial accommodation difficulties it subsequently found a home, in
1891, in Booth Street, Spitalficlds. The foundation members of this
Congregation included Leizer Berg, J. Breskal, Issachar Feldman,
Shmuel Feldman, Hyman Goldstein, Avraham David Goodman
(father of Mr. H. A.Goodman, J.P.), David Elya Hahn, David
Hyamson (a brother of the Dayan), Chayim Hendel Levin, Chayim
Niemko, Moshe Shachman, Yitzchak Simons, as well as Chayim
Zundl Maccoby, the Katenitzer Maggid, before he took office with
the Federation of Synagogues.

Criticism of the laissez-faire attitude of the religious leaders which
had been growing steadily for some years was now becoming more
vociferous, and by the time Dr. Hermann Adler was clected Chief
Rabbi, in June 1891 (following his father’s death), there were al-
ready the rumblings of revolt.



CHAPTER 11
ORTHODOXY AROUSED

HE most obvious departure from orthodox practice in
Anglo - Jewish life, immediately discernible to those who
had come from religious centres abroad, was with regard
to the supply of kosher meat. The degree to which the Sabbath is kept
bya private personin hishome may ot maynot be of public concern
but in regard to kashruth all arc collectively affected in one way or
another. If, therefore, those dircctly concerned in the preparation or
sale of kosher mcat are not reliable from the religious point of view
then the kashruth of the meat sold becomes doubtful. This applies
to the shochet, the shomer, the porger and, not least, the butcher. It
did not require much intelligence on the part of the new immi-
grants to realise that all was not well in this regard in the country of
their adoption. It was noted that many butchers openly desecrated
the Sabbath; it was also discovcred that it was possible to obtain un-
porged hindquarter meat as well as kidney suet. Both are Trefa np™
and may not be caten, in the latter case it being a very grave offence
n> MoR. As for ‘Petticoat Lane’, the position there was also
most unsatisfactory. Jewish stall-holders in that famous street mar-
ket sold allegedly kosher-killed poultry without any visible sign
to indicatc that Shechita had been performed.

Such flagrant disregard of the Din led to further enquiries, and
other breaches of the kashruth laws were soon discovered. Meat,
before it is koshered (soaked and salted) must not be kept for more
than 72 hours without its being ‘poured over’ (begiessen) with cold
water. It was found that some butchers either did not bother about
this cleansing at all, while others used hot water; in both cases such
meat may not be eaten. Yet all these infringements were taking
place ostensibly under the eyes of thc Board for the Affairs of
Shechita which, in turn, was under the religious control of the
Beth Din.

(0
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The general masscs in the East End, however, were not yet able
to concern themselves very much with this lack of conformity to
traditional practice. They were glad to have got away from the
terror of the pogroms and were fully engaged in secking a liveli-
hood in their new haven of refuge. The few who took their Judaism
more scriously and felt these infractions keenly soon sought out
their kindred spiritsin North London and together these two groups
founded, in 1801, the body known as the ‘Machzike Hadath Soci-
ety’, nn oprn nan, made up principally of individual members
of the North London Beth Hamedrash and of the Machzike Shom-
rei Shabbat Synagogue in East London. The purpose of this Society,
as thc name implied, was to act as a stimulating force and to function
as vigilantes within the Community. There was originally no ques-
tion of their becoming a separate community (Austritts Gemeinde)
on the Central European pattern. Nor did the North London Beth
Hamedrash and the Machzike Shomrei Shabbat Synagogue, qua
Synagogues, associate themselves at the start with these activities,
although the latter body did so subsequently. It must be stressed
that it was only some of the members of both bodies in their indi-
vidual capacities who founded the Machzike Hadath.

Who were the stalwarts who raised the banner of unflinching
Orthodoxy which was to disturb the serenity of an indifferent
Anglo-Jewry in the last decadc of the past century, and whose names
go down in history as the real guardians of our Faith. Looking first
at those who were in North London, there was Salomon Herz, a
vigorous and unyielding protagonist of traditional Judaism (Plate
I, facing p.16). Born in Essen, he had lived for some years in Frank-
furt and settled in London in 1881. He had previously resided in
New York where he had founded the Chevra Shomrei Shabbat, the
nucleus of an orthodox congregation, which later had Rabbi Dr.
P. Klcin asits Rav. Soon, Herz rallied round him men like Michael
Levy and Julius Lunzer, whose steadfast and sincere devotion to the
cause is still evidenced by their descendants, who are to this day to
be found among the leading members of London orthodox move-
ments. Julius Lunzer, who had connections with well known ortho-
dox families abroad had but recently arrived from Vienna in 1889,
whereas Michael Levy, a son-in-law of the famous Frankfurt Rabbi
Samson Raphael Hirsch, had been born in this country, his family
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having already resided here for two or three generations. Among
others from Canonbury, who actively associated themselves with
the foundation of the Machzike Hadath, were Sali Guggenheim,
Samuel Hamburger, Leopold Loewenstein, and Raphael Plato.

In East London the moving spirit was Isaac Wolf Metchik, who
was strongly supported by that veritable bastion of orthodoxy,
Ya'acov Zinkin. (Plate I, facing p. 16). The story of the latter’s
coming to England is in itself of some interest, as it was seemingly
brought about by providential guidance. Zinkin, a great Talmudist
(grandfather of Professor Samson Wrightand of Aaron Wright), had
- lived in Pinsk where he was a respected member of his community.
It happencd one Sabbath that there were no Cohanim present in
the Synagogue, a rare occurrence, and he was called up to the Read-
ing of the Law in licu of a Cohen (1> mpaa). The Sidra was the
third in Genesis (1% 7%) and he heard the following words being read
out to him: ‘Now the Lord said unto Abram: Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred and from thy father’s house, unto
the Land that I will show thee’. Four weeks later the same thing
happencd again; there were no Cohanim present in the Synagogue
and he was again called up in lieu of 2 Cohen. This time the Sidra
opened with the words ‘And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and
went to Haran’. Zinkin felt that there must be some significance
about these coincidences and consulted the famous Chafetz Chayim
with whom he was on friendly terms. This great scholar also
thought it a portent and advised him to emigrate. And so Zinkin
decided to leave Russia, without having as yet made up his mind
whether to go to England or to America.

Journeying from Pinsk he spent the week-end in Amsterdam
where, of course, he attended the synagogue on the Sabbath, the
Sidra of the week being Mishpatint. Here again he was called to
the Reading of the Law and was given the sixth portion which
began ‘Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee by the
way, and to bring thee unto the place which I have preparcd’. These
were both encouraging and satisfying words. He discussed with the
Rabbi of the Dutch Community what his ultimate destination
should be. He was told that alrcady a number of very pious Jews

had gone to America, whereas there were as yet hardly any in Eng-
land.
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Zinkin thercupon decided to go to London where, as we shall see,
he was destined to play such an important role.

Both Metchik and Zinkin were able to enlist others in the cause
of improving the standards of Kashruth, and joining forces with
the North Londoners they established the Chevra Machzike Hadath.
Among them were Leizer Berg, Henoch (Henry) Bloomstein,
Avraham Chernowsky, Isaac Feldman, Avraham Goldberg, Avra-
ham David Goodman, Sender Herman, Chayim Josselson, Shmuel
Latner, Moshe Pinsker, Yitzchak Simons, and Philip Zimmerman,
all firm, loyal and staunch adherents to Orthodox tradition.

It might be of interest at this stage to refer to an article published
in the London Yiddish newspaper Hashulamit dated 19th July, 1890,
which is in my possession. This appeared before the Machzike
Hadath came into being but it sheds much light, in a humorous way,
on the conditions then prevailing and the growing dissatisfaction.
A quotation from this article is to b found on p. xiii.

The first meeting of the Machzike Hadath took place early in
1891 in the house of Isaac Feldman (father of Dr. Israel Feldman),
and Salomon Herz became the first President. IsaacWolf Metchik
was elected Honorary Secretary and Leopold Loewenstein, Hono-
rary Treasurer. Among the very active members of the Commit-
tee, special mention must be made of Michael Levy, who took a
leading part in the work of the new movement, but who repeated-
ly declined the distinction of office.

The sole purpose for which the Machzike Hadath Society was
established was to secure an improvement in the facilities for rcli-
gious observance particularly in regard to kashruth, and every effort
was made to achieve this objective by peacefully reminding the
Chief Rabbinate of their responsibilities and duties in this direction.
Several deputations waited upon the then Acting Chief Rabbi,
Hermann Adler, all without achieving any success or recognition
of the gravity of the problems at issue, or even any acknowledg-
ment that there was anything wrong at all. To Dr. Adler, as will
be seen later, they werc merely ‘uncultivated and uncivilised’
people. Every suggestion of the Machzike Hadath was met with a
complete rebuff from the religious leaders of the Community.
There was absolute deadlock and there seemed to be no hope what-

soever that those who desired nothing more than the possibility of
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living in accordance with their religious principles would be given
the opportunity of doing so.

Why was Dr. Adler so adamant in his attitude:Why did not his
Beth Din advise him to relent? Subsequent events, as is now gener-
ally conceded, have proved conclusively that the Machzike Hadath
were fully justified in the representations they submitted as to the
low standard of Kashruth. Can it be seriously argued that Dr. Adler
and his colleagues were unawarc of what was happening in their
midst? This is really hardly likely. The late Chief Rabbi, Dr. Hertz,
once told me that he knew quite well that things ‘were very bad
indeed at the time’. It is difficult to believe that those in control were
not cognisant or were kept in ignorance of the true state of affairs.
This strange refusal of the religious authorities of the day to accede
to the reasonable wishes of the Machzike Hadath can, perhaps, be
ascribed to the peculiar relationship that existed between Dr. Adler
and both his lay and religious colleagues as well as to the human
reactions that are natural to a sensitive person.

Very few people in leading positions are ever prepared to admit
that they have been wrong. This would indeed have been the
implication if the requests of the Machzike Hadath had been gran-
ted. Least of all was Dr. Adler the kind of person to allow himself
to be humbled in this way. Feeling as he did the importance of his
office as Chief Rabbi, and insisting as he did that none of the Mini-
sters under his jurisdiction should be allowed, even if qualified, to
be called Rabﬂi, he resented newcomers, many of whom were
greater Talmudic scholars than he, who dared to suggest that the
kashruth arrangements under his religious control were lax even if
that suggestion were true. Nor would it have been easy for him to
persuade his own lay leaders that the religious standards of the Com-
munity had fallen from the high level that should obtain among
Orthodox Jews.

It is possible that, having had his attention drawn to some of the
improvements that were necessary, he would have liked to remedy
matters slowly without giving the Machzike Hadath the satisfaction
of knowing that they were in the right. It is not, however, for the
ordinary member of the Anglo-Jewish Community to know or to
be informed of what goes on behind the scenes between the Chief
Rabbi and the Honorary Officers of the United Synagogue. Only
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rarely can onc get a glimpse of this relationship, and I feel it desir-
able to mention two such instances which I recall, in recent years.

The one was on the occasion of the issue by Dr. Hertz in 1935 of
a Certificate of recognition to the Liberal Jews in connection with
their desire to obtain Marriage Secretaries. As part of the efforts of
my fricnds and myself to get the Chicf Rabbi to withdraw the
certificate he had already granted, Mr. Morris Goldstein (of the
Adath Yisroel Synagoguc) and I called on Dr. Hertz at his home.
Dr. Hertz was most sympathetic to our point of view, but he made
it clear to us that it was as a result of the pressurc exercised upon him
by his lay leaders that he had given the certificate in question. Al-
though he granted another certificate in 1939 to the Liberal Jews
of Liverpool, I am informed that he subsequently regretted this
action and refused to issue any further such certificates.

The other glimpse I had, arosc when the Sunday Closing Bill was
before Parliament. In order to secure the maxinmum concessions for
obscrvant Jews who were being allowed under the Bill to trade on
Sundays if they closed on the Sabbath, it was arranged for a depu-
tation, of which I was one, from the Board of Deputics to wait on
the Home Secretary. Before the deputation went to thc Home
Office, a preliminary mecting was held at Woburn House with a
number of gentlemen representing various interested parties.
Among those present were the President of the Board of Deputies,
the Chairman of its Law and Parliamentary Committee, the Secre-
tary of the Board, the President of the United Synagoguc, as well as
a member of the Beth Din, now dcceased. I have a very clear recol-
lection of what was said on that occasion and what follows is as
nearly as possible an exact record of what took place.

The President of the United Synagogue commenced the discus-
sion by saying that he hoped that they were, in this matter, con-
cerned only with the religious Jew who closed his shop on Friday
evening as well as on the Saturday. Everyone present immediately
expressed his assent. He went on, however, to say that they ought
to be quite clear in their minds as to what they meant by Friday
evening; they surely could not mean that people should closc their
businesses at about 3 p.m. on Friday in the winter; many respected
members of the United Synagogue stayed in their offices till about
6 p.m. in the winter. I thereupon interrupted him and pointed out
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that the Sabbath does in fact begin at 3.30 p.m. in the winter. There
then ensued a conversation between us in approximately the follow-
ing terms: “We don’t want your ultra-Orthodoxy superimposed
upon our Orthodoxy’, he said. “You mean my Orthodoxy super-
imposed upon your lesser Orthodoxy’, Ireplied; ‘but’, I continued,
‘there is no need for us to discuss this point. We have here a represen-
tative of the Chief Rabbi. Let us ask him to tell us when the Sabbath
begins in the winter’ We all turned towards the learned Dayan who
said,'Well you see, hmm ! hmm ! hmm ! well yousee, hmm ! hmm!
hmm !” and he continued in that strain for some while without say-
ing anything at all. The meeting then proceeded to discuss another
oint.
P This failure of 2 Dayan even two decades ago to answer clearly
a simple question of Jewish law in the presence of the President of
the United Synagogue provides much food for thought, and throws
a %ood deal of light on many hitherto unexplained actions of our
religious leaders in the past, and perhaps even on the desirability or
otherwise of continuing the present practice whereby the members
of the Beth Din are appointed by the United Synagogue alone and
not by the London Jewish Community as a whole; but it is also an
interesting commentary on the amazing refusal of Dr. Adler and
his Beth Din to concede the undeniably necessary improvements
sought by the Machzike Hadath to enable Judaism to be observed.
The highly unsatisfactory conditions in the management of the
rcligious affairs of the Community, and the despair which was felt
by the founders of the Machzike Hadath, are amply shown by the
following translation of an extract from the letter which they subsc-
quently sent to Continental Rabbis and to which refcrence will
againbemadeon p. 38:

* ... Hasit ever been heard of in Isracl that one man should
make religious pronouncements for the whole Kingdom of
England and all the countries under her domain, Africa, Aus-
tralia, Asia, Canada, and appoint only one expert Rabbinic
authority, an old and very feeble man, viz Rabb; Ya’acov
Reinowitz (although therc is another but he is not acceptable to
strictly orthodox Jews), so that there is almost no one of whom
to ask any question in Jewish law. The words of the Prophet, as
interpreted by our Sages of blessed memory, have ccrtainly
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come to pass in our casc, “When a man shall take hold of his
brother in the house of his father, saying, thou hast clothing, be
thou our ruler, etc.”

“Jewish women have long forgotten the laws of the home;
the mikvahis not in accordance with the Din. .. Here,inLondon,
under the leadership of Rabbi Dr. Adler, it is very easy for our
Faith to be forgotten by our children. But He who dwells in
Heaven hasseen all this and has inspired us with this Holyidcato
set upan organisation so as to raise the standard of our Faith.

‘It is now some ten months since we approached Rabbi Dr.
Adler with a request that he should institute rules that are essen-
tial for the strengthening of religious obscrvance. We went to
himn two or three times, but did not achieve anything. We ad-
vanced reasoned arguments, but he replied with trifling words,
and made light of everything, until we realised that therc was
no other course for us but to act on the advice of Hillel, who
said, “If 1 am not for myself, who will be for me?”” Moreover,
when there is a desccration of God’s laws, the honour of any
Rabbi does not come into account, even when a Rabbi bears
the title of Doctor.

“\We have therefore chosen our own expert Rabbinic autho-
rity, Rabbi Avraham Aba Wemer . .. particularly as the Dayan
now in London, Rabbi Ya'acov Recinowitz, is not even ap-
pointed by the Kehilla. For Dr. Adler pays him £2 weekly
from his own purse, lest the question of a gef, chalitza, prose-
lytization, ot the like should arise, when this Dayan advises Dr.
Adler as to the sources of the Din; and the Russian and Polish
Jewsare obliged to pay hima further £1.

‘Now when we showed this same Dayan all the terrible
things that were happening, he himself stopped cating meat,
and gave us advice on how to be saved from the snare that was
spread at our fect; buthe was afraid to come out in the open for
fear lest it might affect his livelihood. . . . We are, therefore,
justly proud that this Holy idea came to us to take up the battle
of the Lord of Hosts, so that the Faith of Israel shall not be for-
gottenbyall...’
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CHAPTER II1
REB ABA WERNER

ULL of decp fecling, combining great intelligence with fear

of God, a friend of humanity, a lover of all God’s creatures,

of kindly disposition, generously charitable, a friend of the

oppressed or the loncly, loving all and beloved by all, such a man
was Rabbi Avraham AbaWerner.

Tt was the irony of fate that brought this peaceful man to England
to become the spearhead of a fight for religious principles, a fight
that he knew would have to be against overwhelming odds, in op-
position to the established Anglo-Jewish Community, then the
richest, the most influential, the most powerful, the best organised
community in the world, where come what may, law and order
must reign supreme and where, if need be, even Jewish tradition
must give way so that discipline may rule. It was against such might
that he decided to take a stand and with no other weapons in his
armoury than the small silent voice of truth and sincerity. It seemed
so contradictory and so perplexing that this most lovable of men,
quiet of manner and peaceful in character, who did not understand
the meaning of jealousy or hatred, who was never an extremist in
thought or action and who recoiled from quarrels, should have
been the one to undertake this battle on behalf of the Torah.

What is known of the early life and personality of this very re-
markable man with such inflexible religious convictions: Some in-
formation is to be found in the personal memoranda left by him.
Rabbi Werner (then Chaima)* was born on 15th Adar I, 5507 (1837)
in Tels,asmall town in the administrative area of Kovno, Lithuania.
He reccived his early education in various chadarim and at thirteen

1. Rabbi Werner’s surname in Russia had been Chaima, derived from an ancestor
named Chayim (c. 171 5), who was known locally as Panie Chaima. On coming to England,
Rabbi Werner adopted the surname assumed by a son who had preceded him to this

country. However, the family name, modified to Homa, was retained by his eldest son
Rabbi Baruch Homa, who had scttled in Palestine.

(17)
C
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he was so well-versed in Talmudic literature that he continued his
studics under his father who was the Rabbi of that town. As was
customary in those days and in thosc parts, he was married quite
young,almost on his seventeenth birthday, to Sima Gittel also seven-
teen years of agc, the daughter of a well-known personality of the
period, Isaiah Lipschitz, son of the famous Rabbi Leibel of the near-
by town of Weger. (Platc I, facing p.17). It was in this town that
the wedding took place on Purim? 5614 (1854) and where Avraham
Chaima took up his residence and pursued his Rabbinic studies
more intensively (see p. 115).

A few years later the post of Rabbi of Weger became vacant and
he was appointed to that officc before he reached the age of 20,
having obtained a special Semicha for this purpose from two re-
nowned rabbis known as the 9 aop, the Scholars of Zager, in 1857.
He obtained a further diploma from Rabbi Joseph Raisin (father-
in-law of Rabbi Yitzchak Ya’acov Reines), the Ab Beth Din of Tels,
in 1865. These are reproduced and transcribed on pp. 116 and xii.

Rabbi Chaima soon became Dayan in Tels. The cxact date of his
appointment is not on record but 1t is known that he had resumed
residence in that city in 1861 and from his diary it is clear that he was
already functioning as a Rabbi in Tels in 1869, and that he was defin-
itely acting as the Dayan in 1874. This latter is seen in a document of
the ‘handing and taking over’ of transactions and undertakings from
Rabbi Joseph Raisin on the latter’s departure for Slonim, repro-
duced on p. 117. An extract from Rabbi Werner's diary, where he
signs in the name of Chaima and asDayan of Tels, is also reproduced
on p. 149.

V(I;hﬂst at Tels my grandfather reccived a call from Helsingfors to
become Chief Razbi of Finland, then a province of the Russian
Empire. This was about 1880. His diary shows him as residing in
Helsingfors in 1885. There is little of special interest to record of his
ministration in Finland except that he was so well loved there that
the Community was most reluctant to let him depart for England,
and even after he had left they tried to persuade him to return. When
he visited them again in 1899, hc was presented with a silver goblet
and an Address, written in Hebrew rhyme in the form of an acrostic

2. Thisdiffers from the existing custom inEngland, based on Central European tradition,
whereby marriages on Purimare not permitted,
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on his new name 9v39ym xax onman, which was signed by thirteen
leaders of the Helsingfors Kehilla (see p. 143).

Two letters might be conveniently referred to here. One from
Libau, in 1880, is addressed to Rabbi Werner in his old name of
Chaima. The other, also dated 1880, is from Memel from the very
distinguished Rabbi Isracl Salanter (Lipkin), who addresses Rabbi
Werner by the name in which he was so affectionately known to all
his friends, viz. Reb Abtchik. The second letter is of additional jn-
terest because of the rarity of documents in the handwriting of this
famous Rabbi (sce pp. 118 and 119).

By the time Rabbi Werner came to England in 1891, most of his
ten children had already married and had left the patriarchal home,
some scttling in Palestine and others in South Africa and America.
Each of his sons had become proficient to perform Shechita for his
own needs, before procecding to what were then such distant climes
with no certainty of finding a Jewish community. Of the three
daughters who were still single, two were married soon afterwards
and returned to Russia, one to St. Petersburg and the other to Hel-
singfors. The third, my mother, married in 1896 and was the only
one of his children to settle in London.

In accepting the call to become the Spiritual Leader of the newly
formed Machzike Hadath Community, Rabbi Werner gave no
thought to the fimancial considerations involved. He was never one
to pay attention to domestic problems of an economic nature. By
coming to England his family had derived no material advantage;
on the contrary, life became very difficult. They had exchanged the
bright sunshine of Helsingfors for the dreary skies of London and
had left a comfortable home to live in the crowded conditions of
Whitechapel.

The small stipend provided by the very poor Machzike Hadath
Community, payment of which was fre uently long delayed, was
insufficient to maintain his household ang there was at times a real
struggle for existence. Matters were often made worse by his ex-
treme generosity and altruism. Many storics are related about his
charita%lc deeds, but the following is characteristic. He was once
approached in the Synagogue by a very deserving case and was so
impressed by the circumstances that he gave the manin question the
three golden sovereigns he had just received as his weekly salary ; and



20 A FORTRESS IN ANGLO-JEWRY

when he reached home he had nothing left to give his wife who had
been relying on the money to meet her domestic obligations. “The
man’s need is greater than ours’ was his simple explanation. After
that it was arranged for his salary to be paid direct to the Rebbitzin.

In addition to his great kindness and charitable nature, he had a
most venerable appearance which immediately distinguished him
in any gathering. His full square beard and the hair of his head were
snow white. He had fine chiselled featurcs and a clear complexion
with pensive blue eyes, and all this, combined with a dignified bear-
ing, gave him a saintly appearance.

Not long after his arrival in England, Rabbi Werner sustained a
serious accident When alighting from a tram car the vehicle began
to move, and he was thrown to the ground fracturing his thigh.
Although invited by the authorities to submita claim, asit was clear-
ly the driver’s fault, he refused, not wishing to derive financial gain
at anybody’s expense. This injury caused him to walk with a limp
and the impediment was a source of great inconvenience to him
ever afterwards.

His wife, who was also well-known for her kindly character and
happy disposition, was the perfect partner, fully understanding of all
his requirements, and completely devoted to him in every way. She
was extremely capable in running her large household and provid-
ing for the nceds of a constant stream of visitors, some of whom were
illastrious Rabbis, who had at times to be accommodated. She
passed away in 1906.

The qualities that go to make a Rav of eminence who can be ac-
knowledged as a s 2y are not confined to the merc possession
of deep rabbinic learning. There have been many rabbis who were
quite outstanding in their wide Talmudic knowledge but who have
never risen beyond perhaps a special measure of local recognition.

The great Rav must be well versed in the Responsa of all the recog-
nised authorities so that he can readily adduce a casc or cases parallel
with the one he is adjudicating. Above all, he must be a student of
mankind and of current affairs, fully aware of the vagaries of human
nature and also capable of applying the legalistic formula in an un-
derstanding and sympathetic way to circumstances at hand. Rabbi
Werner was fully qualified in all these respects and his decisions in
Jewish law carried with them the seal of unquestioned authority.
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It is obviously much easicr for a conscientious Rav to be a 3,
i.e., to arrive at a decision regarding a casc by a strict interpretation
of the law. A more limited Rabbinic knowledge might not allow
of any mitigation in the application of the Din. Only a really great
Rav possessing a mastery of the Law and able to draw upon the full
authority of precedent is capable of being a %*pn, i.c., rcaching a
more lenient decision which would permit the necessary relaxation.
% 5y ’7nn 0. Rabbi Werner was well-known as a %m, not
of coursc in the modern sense of Reform in disregard of Jewish
tradition, but in full conformity with Din Torah.

The following story related to me by my father illustrates this
point. A young Jewish couple, one of whom was a relative of a
well-known celebrity of the period, desired to get married at short
notice. The civil marriage had already been arranged when, at the
insistence of members of their family, a separate religious ceremony
was also required to take place on the same day. This was during the
summer months coinciding with the “Three Weeks’ between the
17th Tammuz and the Fast of Ab, the period in Jewish history lead-
ing up to the Destruction of the Temple, when Jewish marriages are
prohibited. But as the matter was for some reason urgent and could
not be postponed, a date had to be chosen within this period. The
date chosen: by them was that corresponding with the first of Ab,
no doubt in the belief that Rosh Chodesh being normally a semi-
festive day it would be the least objectionable.

It was with this request that the partics came to Rabbi Werner
asking him to solemnisc their marriage during the “ThreeWecks'.
Thelearncd Rabbi,apparently,accepted the need for special urgency
but pointed out that Rosh Chodesh Ab was the first of the more
austere ‘Nine Days’ and was actually referred to in the Gemara as an
occasion of especial difficulty during the Siege of Jerusalem. The
date could not have been moreill-chosen. If they could ante-date the
arrangements by one day he would accede to their request. This they
were able to do and Rabbi Werner gave them pwrrpy o during
the “ThreeWeeks'. It certainly required a great man having regard
to the position he held to be able to take a decision so much at
variance with the normal practice. But his real greatness is shown
by the fact that although he was a %*pn for others, he was a 5»nm»
towards himself.
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A renowned Talmudist, Rabbi Werner combined deep scholar-
ship with great teaching ability and was as capable of delighting his
listeners with the lesser known storics of the dim past of Jewish his-
tory as he could expound the most involved Halachic passage. He
was, however, no orator, but he had a soft though clear speaking
voice. In matters of minhag, he was an ardent follower of Rabbi
Eliyahu, the famous Gaon of Vilna and tricd to emulate him in all
things including his attitude towards Chassidism, for he was a con-
vinced Mithnagged. Like him also he combined Talmudic erudition
with a broad knowledge of secular subjects, particularly philosophy
and mathematics, in which he was self-educated. Among the books
of his extensive library, there was a copy of the Ayil Meshulash
(1833), a treatise on Geometry by the Vilna Gaon. The marginal
notes, by way of comment,written in my grandfather’s handwriting
as well as a whole page interleaved giving a table of tangents and
secants of angles, also in his own hand, testify to his more than pass-
ing acquaintance with the subject (see p. 120). How farhisknowledge
of mathematics extended I cannot say, but I have the clearest recol-
lection of his teaching me the old-fashioned method of finding the
cube root of a number based on the expansion of the algebraic ex-
pression (a + b)3.

His wide Rabbinic scholarship and his greatness as a Talmudic
authority, brought to his home many scholars who sought to derive
intellectual advantage from his vast knowledge. Among these there
were several particularly brilliant young men who became his pupils
and to whom he later gave Semicha, some having since attained
great eminence in world Jewry.

Although his main interest and work naturally lay in the ficld of
teaching and in the sincere practicc of Judaism, Rabbi Werner was
also a very keen Zionist, at a time when many of the extremely
orthodox rabbis and laymen were strongly opposed to Theodor
Herzl and his Zionist Movement. It was therefore particularly
daring for the Rav of the Machzike Hadath to take a leading part in
the activities of this movement. The contemporary Jewish press
gives ample evidence of his close association with the carly Zionist
leaders. He actually attended the second Zionist Congress held at
Basle in 1898 as well as the eighth Congress at the Hague in 1907. A
photograph in the Jewish Encyclopedia, under ‘Basel Congress’
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shows him among the distinguished visitors on the platform at that
Congress. On Plate Il (facing p. 32) he is scen with three other Rab-
banim in Basle on that occasion.

In the sphere of Zionism he had no hesitation in co-operating with
those who wete lax in their Judaism or who even held no religious
beliefs at all. This attitude of his towards Zionism and its lcaders de-
monstrates clearly that he wasa man with the full courage of his con-
victions, unafraid of what others might think, if he felt he was doing
the right thing. He was thus stamped as a leader amongst men. Had
many morc rabbis of his calibre taken the same view at that time,
the religious position in Israel to-day might have been much stron-
ger thanitis.

In a recent article in Sinai, the Jerusalem orthodox monthly, of
Kislev §712 (Dec. 1951), Rabbi Yehuda Leib Maimon recalls pray-
ing in the Machzike Hadath Synagoguc when in London in 1900 for
the fourth Congress, and being deeply impressed with Rabbi Wer-
ner’s confident approach to Zionism. He mentions, in particular,
my grandfather’s expressed view that Zion and the Torah were both
interdependent, each necessary to and perfecting the other, and
adds that it was this idea which was subscquently incorporated into
the Mizrachi programme. I have no evidence, however, as to the
stand my grandfather took in relation to the Mizrachi movement.
I know that he participated with Rabbi Yitzchak Ya’acov R cines
in scveral meetings in the early nineteen-hundreds, but I am not
aware of what transpired.

In the same article in Sinai, in which he deals mainly with the
question of sctting up a Sanhedrin, Rabbi Maimon refers toa group
of Rabbis in Palestine, calling themselves Talmudei Tishbi, who
were then secretly discussing such a possibility. He names my uncle,
Rabbi Baruch Homa, as having been active?;( associated with the
project and states that of the great Rabbis of that period, only two
knew what was taking place, Rabbi Shmuel Salant, the Rav of Jeru-
salem, and Rabbi Werner of London. Among the documents left
by my grandfather, [ have found a letter on this subject, dated 21t
Tammuz, 5660 (1900), from Rabbi Baruch Homa in Jerusalem,
written on behalf of this group, n"n, and addressed to his father,
Rabbi Werner, as well as to all the eminent Rabbanim then assem-
bled in London for the Zionist Congress. The letter is accompanied



24 A FORTRESS IN ANGLO-JEWRY

by a four-page dissertation, entitled Hartza'at Devarim,? over the
initials, 0w (2 Rabbi Shmuel Salant). In addition, I have found two
drafts of the reply thereto written by my grandfather, dated 6th Av,
5660. In these he discusses the views of the great authoritics,especial-
ly the Rambam and the Radbaz, on the variousissues connected with
this question. He docs not agree that anything could or should have
been donc about re-instituting Sernicha at that time, but advances
some interesting and farsighted proposals. With regard to the Ram-
bam, he suggests the likelihood of an crror having developed in the
printed text and indicates a possible version of the original, stating
that he has so amended his own copy. This amended copy of the
Rambam is in my possession. The subject is, of course, outside the
scope of this book, but in view of its topical intcrest, I reproduce a
copy of the letter and cnclosure from Rabbi Baruch Homa,written
in remarkably fine calligraphy, together with a transcription of the
drafts of the reply written by my grandfather. (Sec pp. 152-6 and
xxxvii). The following is a translation of a short extract from Rabbi
Werner’s reply:

‘... Itismy view that at the outset there should be in the Holy
City of Jerusalem an Isracli University, wherein there shall be
taught all the great sciences, so that we should have among us
greatsavantslike those of other nations—great physicians, great
astronomers with fully equipped observatories, also chemists
with laboratories, mathematicians—in short, everything and
everybody; so that we shall not have to learn anylt—ﬁing what-
soever from the outside world. Then a new gencration will
arise among us who willno longer be the disciples of the here-
tics Peretz Smolenskin, Y.L.G. (Yehuda Leib Gordon), or the
like, and there will be no breaches in our ranks. Then will be
found among us men who will combine great learning with
knowledge of the Torah and fear of God; and only then will
there be a purposc in re-instituting Semicha, to set up a Sanhe-
drin of 71, to decide on one law for all Israel, one Torah, with
a uniform ritual and a singlc version of the Liturgy, and to re-
store the glory of Israel as in the early days at the time of the
Tannaini. Then we shall know what we are and what we must

3. Most of this was included in 2 booklet entitled K’tav Bet Yisrael, zo Semichat Zekenim,
edited by Rabbi Baruch Homa and published by the Agudat T.T. in Jerusalem, in 1903.
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do to accomplish our redemption. At any ratc, it is not meet,
in my opinion, to mention anything now about Semicha, but
lct us leave it to the Zionists to pursuc their own coursc, and let
us hopefullyawait what they will do and bring forth. Whatever
happens, I visualisc a new generation that will learn and think
quite differently, whether it be in Torah or in secular know-
ledge or custom. At present we are passing through a period of
decay, with many men of little worth, whowill vanish into dust
—and then there will sprout forth a shoot, which will blossom
and produce its good, beautiful and uscful fruit, pleasing both
to God and to men... .’

He concludes his lengthy observations on this interesting subject

as follows:

‘Furthermore, itappears from Gemara Megilla, beginning of
the second Chapter (17b), that the ingathering of the exiles will
precede the setting-up of the Sanhedrin. It has therefore been
arranged in the 19wy mmw (weekday Amidah) that the bene-
diction w3 ypn (for redemption) precedes wwsw nawn
(for the restoration of the Judges) and then come those deal-
ing with the downfall of the wicked and the setting-up on high
of the righteous in Jerusalem; and after the rebuilding of Jeru-
salem comes the Housc of David, etc.

“... Atall eventsitappears that the setting-up of the Sanhedrin
will precede the coming of the Messiah and that the ingathcring
of the exiles will precedc the sctting-up of the Sanhedrin. There-
fore, if the majority of the lcarned men of Isracl live in the Land
of Isracl, they have the power to give Semicha to the greatest
man of their generation; but if the majority of the learned men
of Israel are outside Israel, and especially if the greatest man of
that generation also dwells outside Isracl, it is not within the
power of all the learned men of Tsracl living in the Holy Land
tosetacrown of Semicha upon whomsoever they may choose.

‘. .. However, we do know this for certain — that there will
be the ingathering of the exiles and the coming of the Messiah,
and all the words of our Holy Torah will regain their full signi-
ficance as in the days of King Solomon — without any doubt
whatsoever; for he who understands and knows, can see clearly

that all the good things which the future holds in store for us



26 A FORTRESS IN ANGLO-JEWRY

arcbeingaccelerated. But before there will be the ingathering of

the exiles, we can take no action at all with regard to Semicha,

just as there was no survival of the Sanhedrin of the Saducees
which the hetcrodox established during the period of their rule

in Jerusalem before the destruction (of the Temple) — we can

only wait for the ingathering of the cxiles to take place speedily

in our days, and may the Redecmer come unto Zion.’

Iamindebted to the Rev. Jacob K. Goldbloom, the veteran Zion-
ist leader, for the following stories in connection with Rabbi Wer-
ner’s participation in carly Zionist activitics. About the year 1902,
my grandfather arranged for a Zionist mecting to be held during
the afternoon of Tisha Be'Av at the Machzike Hadath Synagogue.
On opening the meeting, he mounted the steps in front of the Ark,
and said that it was not cnough merely to fast and to mourn for the
destruction of the Temple and of the Jewish State; it was necessary
to be active as well. He thercupon pointed towards Mr. Goldbloom
and said ‘and this young man will tell you what you have to do,
and with these words called upon him to spcak. Another story was
concerned with a specially convened conference at the Great Cen-
tral Hotel to be addressed by Dr. Herzl, with Sir Francis Montcfiore
in the chair. The hall was full, both Herzl and the Chairman were
there and although it was beyond the advertised time, the opening
of the proccedings was still being held up. After some time, there
wasa stir and Rabbi Werner entered with his Shamsmas. He had only
recently recovered from his accident and was limping on a stick.
Herzl ran towards him, put both arms round him and greeted him
with “Wie geht es Thnen Herr Rabbiner 2’ [How arc you, Rabbi:];
after which the meeting commenced.

At the time of the foundation of the Jewish Colonial Trust, the
forerunner of the Anglo-Palestine Bank, now the Bank Leumi,
joint share clubs were established in England for the purpose of en-
couraging participation in this new venture. Mr. Goldbloom has
informed me that at the special request of Dr. Herzl, Rabbi Werner
was clected Hon. President of the governing committee. Professor
Selig Brodetsky has told me thathe recallsa speech which my grand-
father made at a Zionist mceting in which he advocated the need to
take immediate steps to build up a Jewish fleet, in order, he said, to
bring the Jews back to the Land of Israel.
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He always had a passionate longing to go to the Holy Land. In
fact, at one stage, he was on the point of leaving in order to settle
there and this was wrongly interpreted as having taken place, which
in turn caused the short biography of him in the Jewish Encyclo-
pedia to state incorrectly that he finally settled in Palestine, in 19or.
Actually, he failed to realise this, his life’s ambition, and never went
there atall,

The Jewish Chronicle published an interview with Rabbi Werner
on gth June, 1911, under the caption of ‘A “Foreign” Rabbi’. In this
he gave his views on several subjects, including Jewish education,
Anglo-Jewish lcadership, Zionism, a Sanhedrin (Synod), and the
future of Judaism in this country.

Dealing with ‘the Chassidaic movement on the one side and the
Haskalaly or Mendelssohn period on the other side’, he said: “These
two movements have in my opinion greatly weakened Judaism.
From different points of view both made light of Jewish learning,
the one being swept by emotionalism, the other by rationalisni;
they diverted attention from the study of Judaism’.

In connection with Jewish and secular education, he said, ‘the Jew
can take an activc interest in the welfare of the State without be-
coming estranged from Judaism; such cases are not without record
in Jewish History. There is no reason why secular education should
alienate Jews from their own literature...The weak spot of Judaism
in England is the lack of study.What is the use of ma]fing reforms to
steengthen Judaism if people are ignorant: The leaders of Anglo-
Jewry are certainly good Jews, but they lack the historic perspective,
they need knowledge of the Torah, and itisa great pity that it is not
explained to them . . . Defective Jewish education is the great curse.
There need be no fear for the future of Judaism in England or else-
where if the children obtain a good Jewish education . . . The Jews’
Frce School might have done a great deal more for the advancement
of Jewish education than it had done hitherto.’

Asked whether he was still a Zionist he replicd, ‘Of course I am a
Zionist, but some of the leaders have greatly disappointed me in
their attitude towards the Jewish religion. Unless the Torah is ob-
served there is no raison d’étre for Zionism. Israel and the Torah are
onc’.

On the question of the creation of a Sanhedrin which was then
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being discussed, RabbiWerner said, ‘It would be asplendid thing if it

were only possible. There certainly arc a good many customs which
might be disposed of by common agreement. But how can there
be unanimity about the abolition of deeply rooted formalities?’
Asked if there need be unanimity and whether a majority of repre-
sentative Rabbis would not suffice, ‘No, no!” he insisted, ‘A major-
ity is not enough for altcring fixed customs. There must be com-
plete agrecment or it cannot be done. Then again, there would be a
question as to who is a representative Rabbi. There is no such thing
as real Semicha, it is only a nominal thing, and conscquently there
can be no authority to dictate in matters concerning Judaism. Every
Rabbi that possessed the Hatoras Horo’oh has full decisive powers,
and might defy a central authority, and this would weaken rather
than strengthen Judaism’.

One of Rabbi Werner’s greatest virtues was his absolute modesty.
This quality was all the more outstanding and thercfore recognisable
in one whose office carried with it so much responsibility and where
it was so easy to be masterful and officious. A man of the people, he
was very casily approachable and listened patiently to anyone who
sought his help or guidance. There was no need to make an appoint-
ment to see the Rav; any time was the right time, and the front door
of his house was never closed. Whenever they had an hour or so to
spare, his congregants would be found at his home listening with
the keenest intercst to his wise utterances on any subject that came
up for discussion. This supreme modesty and indiscriminate friend-
liness of his has impressed itself very much on my memory, perhaps
because it is so rarely met with nowadays.

This then, was the man who was, so to speak, by sheer accident
of circumstance transplanted from his post of Chief Rabbi of Fin-
land to become the unofficial but de facto spiritual head of the ortho-
dox Jews in Britain; a man who combined all the attributes ofa
learned Rabbi with a breadth of vision and understanding of con-
temporary events, a sincerc Jewish patriot who had the deepest re-
ligious convictions yet was fully tolerant of those who had not, who
throughout his life carried into practice his own teachings of open-
handed charity, and who in fact loved his neighbour as himself.



CHAPTER 1V
AcTioN AND REACTION

ABBI Wernerarrived in London during the late summer
of 1891, on his way back to Finland after officiating at
his son’s wedding in Glasgow. It was just at this time
that the fruitless efforts were being made by the Machzike Hadath
Society to persuade the Chief Rabbinate to raise the standard of
Kashruth. As is customary when a distinguished Rabbi visits a
Jewish community he was invited to give a derasha in the Syna-
gogue on the Sabbath afternoon, and he was immediately recog-
nised as a Talmudic scholar of outstanding ability. To the small
group of whole-heartedly God-fearing Jews in London his advent
at that moment was heaven-sent. They had reached an impasse
with the official Community and they needed just such a great
Rabbi to advise and to lead them. The leaders of the Machzike
Hadath lost no time in inviting him to remain in London and to
become their spiritual guide. This he was most reluctant to do, as,
apart from not wishing without duc notice to relinquish the post he
then heldin Finland, he was averse from participating in any dispute,
as this was totally against his nature. The strongest pressure was ex-
erted upon him and at the same time the serious religious handicaps
with which the Orthodox Jews in England were faced were made
clear to him, but he could not make up his mind as to what course
to take.

Visiting London at this period was another Russian Rabbi of
great distinction, Rabbi Shmuel Mobhilever of Bialystok. Rabbi
Mohilever, who was the founder of the Chovevei Zion Movement,
the forerunner of Zionism, was on one of several tours of West—
ern Europe which he made to enlist support for his schemes to help
Jews to go to Palestine. My grandfather naturally took the oppor-
tunity of meeting this world famous Rabbi and after discussing with

him the whole problem which had been put to him by the Machzike
(20)
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Hadath, asked for his advice. My father, who had heard this story
direct from my grandfather, told me that Rabbi Mobhilever agreed
that conditions in England in regard to Kashruth were bad, but
added ‘I do not think you will be able to succeed in bettering them.”

These words were sufficient for Rabbi Werner. Having received
confirmation from a disinterested authority that conditions were
really bad, he was resolved in his determination that an attempt
must be made to improve them. As to Rabbi Mohilever’s view that
he would not succeed, well, that was merely a personal opinion, but
Rabbi Werner was more confident in his own abilities and he there-
fore decided to accept the call to become the Rav of the Machzike
Hadath.

Being a man of peace, the newly appointed Rav counselled fur-
ther efforts at conciliation, all of which were, however, of no avail.
Finally, representatives of the Machzike Hadath saw Dr. Adler and
submitted dcfinite demands as the minimum required for the im-
provement of the standard of Kashruth. These included:

1. The prohibition of the sale of kidney suet,

2. The prohibition of the sale of unporged hindquarter meat,

3. The insistence that when necessary meat should be ‘poured

over’ with cold water and not otherwise sold,

4. The insistence that all poultry should have a seal to show

that it has been ritually slaughtered.

These definite demands were accompanied by a declaration thatif
they were not granted the Machzike Hadathwould be compelled to
start an independent Shechita of their own. Dr. Adler refused to ac-
cept these demands and stated that as far as the sealing of poultry was
concerned, to do so was ‘quitc impossiblc’. The doors of reason
were now completely bolted and barred and an opposition Shechita
by the Machzike Hadath was begun.

Shochtim of a very high order both as to technical ability and
religious integrity were appointed by the Machzike Hadath and
very stringent regulations werc laid down to which each Shochet
had to subscribe. These regulations called for a very high standard
indeed on the part of the Shochtim both in the exercise of their
duties as well as in their individual lives. In addition, a proper system
of supcrvision at the markets and shops was instituted. There was
then no Slaughter of Animals Act and Shechita could be easily
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arranged with a wholesale butcher at one of the slaughtering yards
of which there were scveral, c.g. Aldgate and Deptford. Samuel
Hamburger of North London, who was in the meat trade, was very
helpfulin this respect.

A poultry yard was opened at Heneage Street, Spitalfields, and
therc were five butcher shops to begin with. Each butcher was a
reliable Orthodox Jew, and was required to sign an undertaking to
conform to the Rules of the Machzike Hadath.* All meat and poul-
try supplied to the shops was suitably marked, the meat being clear-
ly stamped, and each chicken bore a metal seal.

Among the Shochtim appointed in those carly years, were Ezriel
Blechen (later, Headmaster of the Brick Lane Talmud Torah),David
Elya Hahn, Ya’acov Ychuda Leib Levitta (later, Rosh HaShochtim),
Moshe Ogus (also Chazan of the Synagogue), Mendel Rapaport,
Moshe Yitzchak Segal (later, Rosh Yeshiva in Manchester) and
Eliyahu Shoham. Chayim Shmaryahu Bard acted both as Shomer
and Administrative Officer.

Itis of interest to mention that after the Machzike Hadath Shech-
1ta came into operation, that which Dr. Adler had declared to be ‘im-
possible’ was actually carried into effect; the Board of Shechita also
introduced the use of seals for their poultry (sec p. 107).

Very little was published in the Jewish Chronicle of that year deal-
ing with the actual circumstances that caused the rift. In fact the ten-
dency was to ignorc the whole matter. The little that was pub-
lished showed the evasiveness and contradictory character of the
information given to the Community. The Jewish Chronicle of 8th
May, 1891, reported a meeting of Kosher Butchers as follows :

“An important Mecting of all the Jewish Butchers licensed
to sell hindquarters met at the Three Nuns Hotel, Aldgate, for
the purpose of discussing a question relative to the sale of hind-
quarters.

‘M. John Betlyn, of the firm of Solomons and N ephew, oc-
cupied the Chair and in his introductory remarks explained
that the Meeting was called for the purpose of discussing a let-

ter received from Dr. Adler, giving 24 hours’ notice to abolish
the sale of kidney suet.

4. A book has been preserved containing on cach page a printed copy of the Rules for
Retail Butchers, in English and Yiddish, with a form of undertaking, and in which there are
the signatures of so butchers,
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“The Chairman said that he fully believed that this meeting
wasatall times willing to conform to any request of Dr. Adler
but secing that this fat question was carried on for the past 20
years, he thought it was now out of their (the Butchers’) power
to bring the Jewish public, who are large consimers of this kid-
ney fat, to substitute other fat.

‘Mr. E. Barnett fully concurred with the Chairman, and said
how absurd to think for one moment that any large family
would receive a sirloin of beef with the fat torn entirely out.

‘Upon these remarks, Messrs. J. Nathan, White, Franks,
Swabe, and others, said that they might just as well close their
shops. Mr. J. Nathan said that such a stringent law would drive
half the Jewish Community to Christian butchers. Mr. Lewis
White said that sclling hindquarters was not a matter of choice
of the butchers, but simply mecting a demand of the Jewish
public upon which they had no power of control.

‘A resolution was then moved, and unanimously carried,
that a deputation wait upon Dr. Adler, telling him that to dis-
continue the sale of kidney fat and hindquarters was quite im-
practicable.

“The meeting then adjourned with a vote of thanks to the
Chairman, Mr. John Berlyn.’

In the issucof 1 sth May, 1801, there is an account of another meet-
ing of the Kosher butchers together with Dr. Adler and the Beth
Din, with Morris Van Thal, Investigating Officcr of the Board of
Shechita, in attendance, in which the following occurs:

A fter some discussion it was arranged that matters connected
with the salc of [kidney] fat should be left entircly in abeyance
and that the sale should be continued as herctofore.’

The issue of the following week contains a short note from Mr-
Van Thal stating that the report published in the previous issue ‘was
wrong in every particular’ and that precautions to obviate such con-
tingency (sale of forbidden fat) were arranged by the Ecclesiastical
Authorities which the Jewish Butchers promised to adopt.”

The real situation, however,can be more accuratcly assessed from
an account given in the Jewish Chronicle of 23rd December, 1898, in
an obituary of Salomon Herz, as follows:



Four Rabbanim at Basle during the Sccond Zionist Congress, 1898
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Rabbinowitz (later, Liverpool) (London)

PLATE IT1
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‘As a result of the meeting (reported on 8th May, 1891), a
deputation of the butchers waited upon the Chief Rabbi to
explain that the entire discontinuance of the sale of kidney fat
and hindquarters was quite impracticable. Dr. Adler withdrew
his prohibition and fresh regulations were made. Thereupon a
mecting was convened by Mr. Herz and it was decided to cs-
tablish a new Society, with the title of nT;1 *pstim nman.’

On the 13th November, 1891, in an account of a meeting of the
Board of the Federation of Synagogues, Samuel Montagu, the Act-
ing President(then also President of the Board of Shechita),is report-
ed ashaving said:

‘It was intolerable that a number of persons should separate
themselves from existing Communal Organisations before
they had even taken the trouble to formulate their complaints
and present them to the Shechita Board.’

In the issue of the 27th November, 1891, the following appears
ina rcport of ameeting of the Shechita Board held on the rgth of
that month:

‘“The Chief Rabbi said that some two months ago certain
representatives of a Chevra styling itself Chevrath Machzike
Hadath had submitted to him and the Beth Din certain com-
plaints regarding thesale of Kosher meat.Tothescalleged griev-
ances he %ad given a patient hearing. The complaints referred
principally to the fact that there was reason to apprehend that
purchasers might be unwittingly supplied with forbidden fat.
He had made the most stringent investigation into the matter
and was enabled to assure the complainants that the fear was
without foundation... They ask that the Board of Shechita
should pay £ 3 a week to a Mr. Werner® whom they have ap-
pointed as their Moreh Zedek, who shall be at liberty to super-
vise matters relating to Shechita, that an additional poultry
slaughtering yard be opened, that two new Shochetim be ap-
pointed with the sanction of their Rabbi, and that 8 or 10 but-
chers be licensed who will act in conformity with their wishes.”

5. No person under Dr. Adlet’s jurisdiction was allowed to be called ¢ Rabbi .

D
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At the same meeting, the future Sir Benjamin Cohen (United
Synagogue) said that the most effectual mode of crushing the new
organisation would be to take no notice of it.

A much fuller account of the words used by Dr. Adler at this his-
toric meeting of the Board of Shechita is, however, to be found in
the Jewish World of 20thNovember, 1891, fromwhich the following
isextracted:

‘The Chief Rabbi then gave the following explanation.
Some cight or ten months ago, he said, a Society called Chevra
Machzike Hadath, submitted to the Beth Din certain alleged
grievances relating to the sale of Kosher meat, cxpecially with
regard to certain fat that was said to be sold to the poor as Kosh-
er and was not so. The Beth Din thoroughly investigated those
complaints, and assured the Chevra that no one who required
Kosher meat and fat had any difficulty in obtaining it. True,
there were in the Community certain individuals who were
unfortunately not so particular, but those who wished to have
meat that was in all respects Kosher according to Jewish law
could obtain it... Why it was imperative to crush such a
movement was because every rule of humanity that could
be observed was observed in the slaughter houses under the
Board’s control. But in the case of these people, who came over
here uncultivated and uncivilised, there was every reason to
apprehend that such precautions would not be observed. The
consequence would be that the Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals would step in and, confounding the Chev-
ra with the whole Community, would condemn Shechita asan
act of cruelty.’

There is no denial here that Trefa meat and chelev were being sold
by Kosher butchers, nor is the description of the Rabbi and found-
ers of the Machzike Hadath as ‘uncultivated and uncivilised’ peo-
ple worthy of a religious leader. Furthermore, the argument agout
the R.S.P.C.A. has been used again and again to prevent the full
exercise of religious freedom.

The Minutes of the Board of Shechita throw very little additional
light on the matter—in fact, the record is distinguished more by
what has been omitted than by what is included. There is, for ex-
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ample, no mention whatsoever of the meetings of kosher butchers
withtheChief Rabbi and the Board’s Investigating Officer concern-
ing the sale of kidney suet. The first mention of the Machzike
Hadath occurs in the minutes of the meeting of 19th Nov. 1891,
which also significantly refer to alterations in the licensing regu-
lations, authorising charges to be made when the employment of a
Shomer in a butcher-shop is required by the Ecclesiastical Autho-
rities. Extracts from the minutes of this meeting will be found on
. 103.

d The Jewish World published a fair amount of correspondence as
well as several strongly worded editorials on the subject, one of
which included the following comment:

“The statement of Dr. Adler is not quite convincing on this
point. We ought to be assured that no chelev or hindquarters
are allowed to be sold, or that if any exceptional licences are is-
sued, there is legal warrant for granting them. Until these ques-
tions are satisfactorily answered it is useless to condemn the
Chevrath Machzike Hadath as an attempt at schism. If the
Shechita Board is wrong the Chevrah must be right, and no
one is justified in imputing ulterior motives to it.’

Itis abundantly clear from all that is stated above that the Kosher
butchers under the Board of Shechita had been selling Trefa kidney
fat (n9o3 mon) for over 20 years, and only now after the Machzike
Hadath had clamoured against it, did Dr. Adler begin to take steps
in the matter.

Indeed, the public were also subsequently warned by the Beth
Din not to buy unporged hindquarter meat; but there was no out-
right prohibition of the butchers selling such forbidden meat, the
safe oF which continued unofficially, although the Beth Din were
now armed with the necessary powers to insist on a full-time Sho-
mer being employed in any butcher-shop. The laxity in this respect
was allowed to go on for a further forty years, until Rabbi Abram-
sky, who had been Rav of the Machzike Hadath, made it a con-
dition of his joining the Beth Din in 1935, that the sale of hind-
quarter meat should be stopped altogether. Even then, only the
stricter carrying out of porging was enforced, and it was not till
war broke out in 1939, with its restriction in the supply of home-
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killed meat, that the sale of hindquarter meat finally ceased. This
state of affairs has been maintained ever since.

The fact that conditions in this respect in the general community
were very bad even as late as 1913 is shown by a letter, signed by
Mr. I. Guggenheimer, which appeared in the Jewish Chronicle on
14th March, 1913 under the heading of ‘Selling Unporged Butcher-
meat as Kosher’. Mr. Guggenheimer (a grandson of Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch) who was a member of the United Synagogue and
not of either the Machzike Hadath or of the Adath Yisroel, wrote
at some length in connection with a message that had been received
from the Chief Rabbi-elect, Dr. J. H. Hertz. The material portion of
his communicationisas follows:

“Yet how very little importance do our Jewish butchers at-
tach to it! Of course, any Jewish woman who buys her meat
from a butcher under the supervision of the Ecclesiastical Au-
thorities, takes it for granted that such meat is ready for use.
Little does she dream that, unless specially asked for, the greater
portion of meat sold by Jewish butchers under the control of
the Beth Din and the supervision of the* Shomerim’ is not sepa-
rated from the Chelev which is not easily removed by un-
skilled hands, the cating of which...is subject to the severe
punishment of Koreth...’

The following extract from an article by Watchman under the
caption of ‘In the Communal Armchair’ in the Jewish Chronicle of
2nd August, 1935, is also very illuminating :

‘Itis not surprising that the peremptory announcement by the
Ecclesiastical Authorities that “henceforth all hindquarter meat
sold in any shop under the control of the Shechita Board must
be porged” and their threat that the Board will enforce this
Otrder have created not merely a storm in a tcacup but a com-
motion in the kitchen. So far back as the Chief Rabbinate of
Dr. Nathan Adler, the father of Hermann Adler, I am told, one
or two Jewish butcher shops were allowed to sell unporged
hindquarter meat. Under the Hermann Adler regime, the same
practice continued ; and to this day Dr. Hertz has failed to come
down heavily upon it. Indeed, it is common knowledge that if
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Rabbi Abramsky had not made steady and uncompromising

porging a rigid condition of his acceptance of a Dayanship, the

consumers of unporged meat would still have been allowed to
go on living in sin.’

But in 1891, the extremely bad conditions had brought about the
establishment of the Machzike Hadath Shechita. The London Beth
Din, however, did not regard the setting up of an opposition Shech-
ita with equanimity and they issued an issur decreeing it as having
been set up contrary to Jewish law, and declaring the meat sold as
forbidden to be eaten ap™w. Nowadays, as an outcome of the
experience gained in some legal actions, notices published by the
Board of Shechita are more circumspect in their phraseology and
state that they ‘do not hold themselves responsible for the Kashruth
of the meat sold’ ctc. At that time, however, the meat was unhesi-
tatingly declared to be Trefa!

The Machzike Hadath naturally ignored the interdict and carried
on unperturbed. A handbill which they issued justifying their action
is reproduced on p.121. The dispute,however,remained a purelydo-
mesticaffair within the confines of the Metropolis as the Jewish year
5651 drew toits close in September 1891. Nearly two months later,
however, a bombshell was thrown into the whole affair by the pub-
lication of an interdict (confirming that of Dr. Adler and his Beth
Din) against the Machzike Hadath issued on 24th Cheshvan, 5652
(25th Nov., 1891) by none other than Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan
Spector of Kovno, who was regarded as one of the greatest rabbis
of that generation (sec p. 122). The draft of aletter, or possibly only
part of the letter, addressed by Dr. Adler to Rabbi Spector, written
in Dr. Adler’s own handwriting and asking for a confirmatory inter-
dict against the Machzike Hadath (fromMr. A. Schischa’s collection)
is reproduced and transcribed on pp. 121 and xvi. A translation will
be found on p. 104.

It is of interest to observe that there was an interval of only five
days between the date of Dr. Adler’s letter and that of Rabbi Spec-
tor’s reply. Having regard to the slower means of communication
between London and Kovno at that time, it must be concluded that
the issur, which is of a detailed character and would be expected to
have required some time for its consideration, was dispatched almost
by return of post. This unduc haste tends to confirm the fact that
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outside pressure, as will be seen later, had already been brought to
bear on Reb Yitzchak Elchanan.

This interdict by the Kovno Rav was obviously something not to
belightly ignored. But the Machzike Hadath were not to be deflect-
ed from the course they knew to be right. How could the great Reb
Yitzchak Elchanan have pronounced judgment on an issue of this
kind without knowing all the facts or at least without having heard
both sidesz It was just unbelievable! This was, however, not the
moment for questions. It was clear that the battle was now on and
what was required was action !

Letters were immediately dispatched to many distinguished rab-
bis in both Central and Eastern Europe, who were personally
known to the leaders of the Machzike Hadath, giving details of the
situation and asking for a ruling in Jewish law. For a new problem
had now arisen. Rabbi Spector had stated that it was forbidden to
set up a religious authority in opposition to an established Beth Din.
That, of course, was well-known, but the point at issue was whether
a Beth Din nced be obeyed if it did not conduct itself in accord-
ance with Din Torah and permitted the gross infractions of the
laws of Kashruth as already mentioned. The text of these letters,
which described in detail the conditions then prevailing in the Lon-
don Community, is given on p. xiv. A translation of an extract
has already appeared on p. 15.

Replies, all supporting the action taken by the Machzike Hadath,
were received from famous rabbis in Germany, Austria, Hungary,
Russia and Poland. Not all the letters from the Rabbis whose names
are mentioned in the available documents have been preserved. It
would appear that the first reply came from Rabbi Dr. Salomon
Breuer, Chief Rabbi of the Orthodox Congregation of Frankfurt
on the Main. This was immediately published. The letter is not in
my possession but the text appeared in the JewishWorld (4th Dec.
1891) as part of a communication from Salomon Herz (see p. 105).
Whilst waiting for the other replies, a leaflet was issued quoting an
carlier letter dated Tishri, 5652 received from the famous Rabbi
Yomtob Lipman of Mir, who had welcomed the establishment
of the Machzike Hadath with his friend Reb Avraham Aba at the
head and hoped that they would seek out God-fearing men to act
as their Shochtim. The leaflet pointed out that the date of the letter
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quoted showed, that not having previously published it, they had
not desired any open quarrel and also expressed the conviction that
they hoped to be able to convince the Kovno Rav how bad was
the state of Kashruth in London (see p. 123).

Meanwhile, the Beth Din were also active, for they had pub-
lished at least two further placards containing extracts from inter-
dicts in opposition to the Machzike Hadath from some eighteen
Russian Rabbis, all written within a few weeks of each other about
Tebeth, 5652 (Jan. 1892). (See pp. 125 and 127.)

In addition, a Beth Din handbill dated Shebat, 5652 (Feb. 1892)
declaring the meat sold by three Machzike Hadath butchers to be
Trefa is also available. It was issued over the names of Hermann
Adler, Chicf Rabbi; Moscs Gaster, Haham of the Spanish and Port-
uguese_]ev)vs;]acob Reinowitz, Dayan; and Bernard Spiers, Dayan

see p. 126).
( The dispute had now developed into open warfare. The whole
might of the official Community had been flung into battle against
this tiny band of pious men whose only crime was their zeal for
traditional Judaism. Their butcher-shops were picketed; posters and
placards were plastered on the walls of Whitechapel. Passions were
indeed high and the situation was tense.

The extremely oppressive measures adopted by the Beth Din and
the public reaction thereto as well as to the interdicts from abroad
can be seen from the following two anonymous letters which ap-
peared in the Jewish World on the 19th Feb.1892 and from the editor-
1alin the same journal in the following week :

@orrespondence

Sir 1S SCHAUN GENUG?
Ireceived a placard of which I understand a great many are
distributed in London, and wish to express my great griefand
thorough disgust with it. Because sotne people are not satis-
fied with the Shechita Board that is no ground to attempt to
crush them or to boycott anybody becausc they obtain a sup-
ply of meat which they think is Kosher and won’t buy meat
with which they are not satisfied. The whole thing looks like

an application of the screw, which one thought was buried
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four hundred years ago in Spain. We are near the end of the
nineteenth century, and living in England and do not want
anyone to interfere with our liberty of conscience, or with us,
or with our menu, from Wilna, Grodno, the immortal
Meseritz, Carlin, Lomse, Bausk, or Smargan, Warschlkowo,
or Odessa, and sentences like “Wai Wai geschrigen, wellen

se hobben de selbe Mapoloh wie Kaurach’ are not calculated
to elevate or educate or to anglicise anybody. But some of these
blessed innocents cannot know even what they pen. For
instance, ‘Ich erklerc as die Hauro’oh von einem Rav und die
Shechita was is unter seine Aufsicht is wie bosor pigul etc.,
und jeder mus Kashern die Keliny’.

Did Baron Lionel de Rothschild, Sir David Salomons and
Sir Moses Montefiore work for this? Is that the result of their
devotion, their struggles and victory:

Yours etc.,
Sir, *DR RY X300

The ex-parte statements of Russian Rabbis invoked to
crush the Machzike Hadath are not of much importance and
do not descrve any consideration whatever, because these
shining lights are not aware of what is going on in London.

If they knew the things, the circumstances and persons, very
likely they would be as the Posuk is,

77 NWYR WY
Editorial

THE SHECHITA SCANDAL

An advertisement which appears in our impression to-day,
shows that the differences between the Shechita Board and the
Chevra Machzike Hadath have not yet been arranged. Indeed,
the quarrel has broken out anew, and the East End is being pla-
carded with the opinions of Contincntal Rabbis in which both
sides find equally strong support. We are informed too, that
pickets have been posted outside the shops of the Chevra and
that scandalous scenes are of daily occurrence. The worst of it
is that the Ecclesiastical Authorities seem to have embarked on a
regular crusade against the Chevra persecuting it and its cus-
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tomets in a truly Muscovite style.-We are assured on very re-
spectable authority that in one case the bounty of charity has
been withheld from a poor man who had been denounced as a
customer of the Chevra. A more flagrant example of gcrsccu-
tion has been the dismissal of a teacher from his post because,
from conscientious motives he had declined to withdraw his
custom from the Chevra. These are exceedinglyseriouscharges,
and we shall be glad to hear whether the Ecclesiastical Autho-
ritiesare able to placea different complexion on them. We must
repeat what we said when this unhappy controversy first broke
out—that the Chevra Machzike Hadath arc quite justified in
the view they take on the main question which has driven them
to revolt, and if the Shechita Board or Ecclesiastical Authori-
tiesare notdisposed to pursuea conciliatory policy, they haveno
right to attempt to crush their adversaries Ey force.We regret
this scandal as much in the interests of the Ecclesiastical Autho-
rities as of the members of the Chevra itself, for there can be
little doubt that the Community generally will not tolerate such
acts of persecution as have been brought to our knowledge.

Soon afterwards, more replies having been received by the Mach-
zike Hadath, they issued a further leaflet containing extracts of let-
ters from Rabbi Salomon Spitzer of Vienna (addressed to Julius
Lunzer), Rabbi Naphtali Sopher of Hungary (wrongly described
as the author of Dasnesek Eliezer) and Rabbi Chayim Z. Morgen-
stern, Dayan of Minsk. The first two both made it clear that the in-
terdict of a Beth Din that had itself permitted the sale of Trefa fat
had no value in Jewish law and should be ignored, Rabbi Spitzer
mentioning that he himself had had to contend with a similar situ-
ation in Vienna when he had arrived there 39 years previously,
while Rabbi Sopher stated that he would have thougﬁt that any
sincere Rabbi and Beth Din would have welcomed the Machzike
Hadath and would have assisted them. He could only assume that
they were being compelled to act as they did, by their Community.
The Dayan of Minsk wrotc rcfuting a letter that had been sent from
that city to Dr. Adler as unauthorised, and also expressed surprise
that the Rabbi of Kovno had issued an interdict without having
himself investigated the matter or heard both sides(see p. 130). The
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letters and responsa of Rabbi Spitzer and Rabbi Sopher are fully
transcribed on pp. xvi-xix, and extracts from Rabbi Spitzer’s orig-
inal manuscript are reproduced on pp. 128 and 129.

The last available leaflet issued by the Machzike Hadath refers to
a further meeting with Dr. Adler on the 8th Adar (7th Mar. 1892),
when the Chief Rabbi is stated to have promised his support if the
Machzike Hadath could but arrange the monetary aspects with the
Board of Shechita. This, argues the leaflet, ‘proves conclusively that
the whole issue is only one of finance, but that the meat sold by the
Machzike Hadath is absolutely Kosher’ (see p. 131).

Following upon this meeting with Dr. Adler a deputation from
the Chevra Machzike Hadath attended a meeting of the Shechita
Board on 10th Mar. 1892, Samuel Montagu in the chair. They were,
however, unable to achieve any success. A lengthy report of the pro-
ceedings appeared in the Jewish World of 11th Mar. 1892, and is re-
produced on p. 107.

The Minutes of this meeting of the Board, whilst dealing very
briefly with the attendance of the deputation from the Machzike
Hadath Society, include a full report ‘made by the Chief Rabbi as to
the action taken by the Ecclesiastical Authorities with regard to but-
chers unlicensed by the Board’. In this report Dr. Adler stated that
the ‘declarations’ (against the Shechita of the Machzike Hadath)
made ‘by the most eminent Rabbis of Russia’ were ‘spontaneously
sent us . . . in consequence of statements that had appeared in the
Jewish newspapers’. Having regard to what is now known of the
efforts in this connection made by Dr. Adler both directly and in-
directly, the use of the word ‘spontaneously’ is hardly appropriate.
The opening paragraphs of the Chief Rabzi’s report as well as the
brief reference to the unsuccessful deputation from the Machzike
Hadath will be found on p. 106.

The dispute which consequently continued unresolved had now
become cEc subject of wi(ilcspread discussions. Strongly worded
articles had been appearing since November 1891 in Russian-
Hebrew periodicals such as Hamelitz and Hatzephirah, all attacking
theMachzike Hadath, whowere variously compared with Korahand
his Congregation, or with Dathan and Abiram and their followers,
and were treated to a great deal of scorn and abuse and with a play
upon the wording of L%xeir name termed 07 *p'ma ‘Damagers of the
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Law’. How, it was asked, dare they revolt against the great and
learned Dr. Adler or oppose the famous Lord Rothschild who had
shown them such friendship: Nobody seemed to have had a good
word to say on their behalf.

An article in Hamelitz, No. 257, of 19th Nov. 1891° (30th Chesh-
van, $652), characteristic of the scurrilousdistortions of the truth that
were being published, states that the normal practice was for monies
obtained by the London Board of Shechita ‘to be divided amongst
the poor of our brethren’ and that the ‘hypocrites’ had deliberately
established a Shechita of their own in order ‘to share the money
among themselves and to rob the poor’. The article also included a
copy of an interdictin Yiddish by the London Beth Din dated a fort-
night carlier. The relevant part of the article is reproduced on page
124.

All this had not the slightest effect on the leaders of the Machzike
Hadath in their determination to continue the struggle in which
they were convinced they were justified; nevertheless it was diffi-
cult to see what had caused so many forces to mobilise against them.
First there had been the large numgcr of Rabbis headed by the fam-
ous Reb Yitzchak Elchanan and then there was this tirade in the
Russian-Hebrew Press. Who and what were behind it all

Among the Rabbis named in the leaflets issued by the Beth Din as
having opposed the Shechita of the Machzike Hadath, is Rabbi
Shmuel Mohilever. Having regard to what has been written before
about his having agreed in conversation with Rabbi Werner but a
few months previously that things were bad in London, it was in-
deed surprising that he should now have made a volte face by sup-
porting Dr. Adler. As will be apparent from further correspondence
to be mentioned later, Rabbt Mohilever did not content himself
with opposing the Machzike Hadath directly, but actually wrote
to many of the great Russian and Polish Rabbis pouring abuse
against “this evil congregation’ and its ‘Rabbi who was misguiding
them’ and requesting them to issue issurim against the Machzike
Hadath. I have not seen the original of this letter but I found a tran-
scription in my father’s handwriting of a letter from Rabbi Mohi-
lever dated 23rd Kislev, 5652 which is in the form of a circular letter.

6. Old Style Calendar,
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The text is given on pp. xx-xxii. Furthermore, it would seem that it
was Rabbi Mohilever who was also instrumental in securing the
interdict of Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan Spector against the Machzike
Hadath.

Rabbi Werner and his followers were completely nonplussed;
they could scarcely believe that Rabbi Mohilever who had seen
with his own eyes the highly unsatisfactory state of London Kash-
ruth should have acted in this way. Could it be that his supreme
desire to get help for Jews to go to Palestine had meant that at all
costs he must not fall out with Dr. Adler and his lay leaders, and
had therefore produced such a reaction in him that compelled him
to castigate their opponents. This view is apparently held by Mr.
Metchik who writes:

‘Reb Shmuel Mohilever induced Reb Yitzchak Elchanan
Spector to give the issur. Rabbi Mohilever came to London to
get support for Chovevei Zion and to obtain financial assis-
tance from Lord Rothschild. However, he got neither. He
returned to Russia with a request from Dr. Adler to persuade
Reb Yitzchak Elchanan to issue an issur against the Machzike
Hadath. The issur, however, was not accepted by the German
Rabbanim, as they felt that it had been given under pressure
from Rabbi Mohilever.’

It is doubtful, however, whether the founders of the Machzike
Hadath were ever able to fathom this extraordinary behaviour of
one who is internationally acclaimed as one of the originators of
modern Zionism.

I have only recently heard a plausible explanation of what oc-
curred from Rabbi H. Ferber, the well-known spiritual leader of the
West End Chessed Ve’Emeth Congregation, who had heard it from
responsible individuals who were in England at that time. Ap-
parently, so the story goes, Rabbi Mohilever before lcaving London
in 1891 was invited by Dr. Adler to examine the Shochtim of the
Board of Shechita. This is a gesture of courtesy often made to a
distinguished visiting Rabbi and includes the inspection of the
Chalaphim. Now there were at that time two categories of Shoch-
tim; those who had been here for several years and some who had
only recently immigrated from Eastern Europe. The services of the
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latter were not regularly used becausc, being more Orthodox and
therefore more particular, they found more faults than did the
others. It was, however, only the newly arrived Shochtim who
were introduced to the visiting Rabbi who naturally found them
to be people after his own heart, well versed in the laws of Shechita
and aEle to engage in involved discussions on intricate points of
Halacha. Rabbi Mohilever was thoroughly impressed, and when
he returned to Russia he told Rabbi Spector of the high quality of
the Shochtim here and added that there was nothing wrong with
the Shechita in London; indeed it was as good as that in Bialystok !

The deception played on Rabbi Mohilever had had the necessary
effect, for he immediately set to work with great energy and speed.
Apart from securing the issurim from Reb Yitzchak Elchanan and
the other great Russian Rabbis, the Rabbi of Bialystok was able to
utilise his intimate association with thc Hebrew periodicals of his
country, to facilitate the publication of the abusive articles highly
defamatory of the Machzike Hadath and their Rav, which had ema-
nated from London, and to prevent the appearance of a single word
in their defence.

The strongly worded interdict of Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan Spec-
tor against the Machzike Hadath affected the situation in a varicty of
ways. There are always people, who although sincerely observant,
yet refrain from active opposition when any departure from tra-
ditional practice occurs, because they are reluctant to disturb the
peaceful calm of the Community. They consider themselves men of
peace, but in reality they are frequently only appeasers who must
take the responsibility for the eventual disintegration of the whole
fabric of orthodox life. There were many such people within the
older Anglo-Jewish Community, as well as among the newer im-
migrants, and these naturally felt fortified in their opposition to the
militants by the views expressed by the great Lithuanian Rabbi. In
addition, there must have becn many who although at first inclined
to join the new venture now felt very disturbed in their minds.

But there was another and rather unexpected sequel to this com-
munication from Kovno. My grandfather had been very deeply
affected by its terms when it was first published, but it could not, of
course, alter his resolve to continue the fight which he knew was in
ajust cause. Dr. Adler, on the other hand, was so elated when it ar-
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rived that he immediately took it to show to Lord Rothschild, the
President of the United Synagogue. The latter just could not under-
stand why the Chief Rabbi was so agitated. Lord Rothschild must
have thought to himself, ‘The British Empire is the greatest Empire
in theWorld; it follows therefore that Dr. Adler, its Chief Rabbi,
must be the greatest Rabbi in the world; why should he then feel so
excited about a letter written in a strange language by a foreign
Rabbi: If Dr. Adler now showed that he recognised in Rabbi Spec-
tor a greater authority than himself, then perhaps these other people
from abroad might also be in the right!” From that moment, my
father told me, Lord Rothschild worked indefatigably to bring
about a peaceful solution, which, however, was not to be reached
for some considerable time.



CHAPTER V
VINDICATION

FTER the first year, with the frequent publication of leaf-
lets by both sides, the Beth Din attacking the Machzike

Hadath and the Machzike Hadath constantly defending
themselves, the dispute entered a quieter phase. Not that there was
any slackening in the activities of the opposition Shechita, but mere-
ly that public recrimination was no longer the order of the day.

Nevertheless feelings within the Community remained tense, for
the interdict of Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan could not be easily ex-
plained away. Clearly something had to be done to correct the com-
pletely false picture that had been presented to this eminent Rav as
well as to the many other rabbis who had inveighed against the
Machzike Hadath and their venerable Rabbi. Efforts to make con-
tact with Rabbi Spector were not at first successful. A communi-
cation, indicating how difficult the situation was, from Rabbi Idel
ZalmanGordon of Aniksht,is reproduced and transcribed on pp.124
and xxiii. The powerful influence that had been exerted by Rabbi
Mohilever and the fear which was felt by those who endeavoured
to support the Machzike Hadath are indicated by the foot-note to
this letter which states, “T'o be preserved as a record but not to be
disclosed to anybody’.

The problem was complicated by Rabbi Werner’s recent change
of surname. The new name made FZ)r a sense of doubt to some who
had formerly known him as Reb Aba Chaima and lent colour to the
strong opposition that had been directed against his action by the
BialystoE Rabbi. It was here that Ya’acov Zinkin came to the res-
cue. As already mentioned he was personally known to the Chafetz
Chayim, the greatest living religious authority of the day, to whom
he communicated all the facts including the extracts from the Jewish
Chronicle confirming the sale of kidney suet by the butchers of the
Board of Shechita. Zinkin also wrote a s2-page pamphlet entitled

(47)
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Ha-Emeth VeHaShalom (Truth and Peace), published anonymously
in Lemberg in 1893, which gave a discursive account, in Yiddish, of
the type of religious life that should be aimed at in any Orthodox
Community in the spheres of education, Sabbath observance, kash-
ruth, and human relations generally, and pointed out how different
things were in Anglo-Jewry and how far removed from orthodoxy
was the general practice inLondon. The insidecover had a foreword
in Hebrew assuring the reader of the veracity of what was written
in the text, and invited anyone, who so desired, to discuss matters
with either the Rav of the Machzike Hadath or the Committee at
their Offices at 40 Whitechapel Road. This booklet was not only
distributed locally but was sent far and wide to almost every rabbi
of note in Eastern Europe together with a 14-page supplement” in
Hebrew entitled » mbwm nnx n” naawna® npoyt anon. The supple-
ment described many details of the dispute up to that date, and gave
the names of the leaders of the Machzike Hadath Society at that
period, as follows:

oD 7V MY
BT LMDPIID TH POYINYY RIPY 773 AT
IRINK T N’ hm
RO PO T DHRYLY 79207 PO DD PYRYN JNDN IR PRYY

JIRIYYOR FOY 13 o™n 1RPTYA NOD pnx
TNBTE DM 972 1T 03K IR 972 MR 3Py
2w non 973 YR RPPYI NIV 973 o

b aAg apyr  TTLOY T PR aem 13 3py

In addition, a special representative was commissioned by the
Machzike Hadath to visit scveral outstanding rabbis in Russia. This
was of course an extremely difficult matter to arrange because nearly
everybody suitable was a refugee and would not have a passport,
let alone be able to obtain a Russian entry visa. Probably the oppor-
tunity was taken of a visit to London of a meshulach from one of the
Yeshivot and use was made of his services on his return to Russia.

The result of these effortswas highly successful. Some of the great-
est rabbis of the day wrote confirming the action of the Machzike

7. Rabbi H. Ferber, who was intimately acquainted with both Rabbi Werner and
Ya'acov Zinkin and who possesses a copy of this supplement, has kindly written a survey,
in Hebrew, of the circumstances leading to the establishment of the Chevrath Machzike
Hadath in which he has included a résumé of the supplement. This will be found on p. v.



Rabbi Werner, with Rabbi Avraham Chernowsky standing nearby,
during a weekday morning service. A pencil sketch made in 1902 in
the Machzike Hadath Synagogue

A Talmud Study-circle in the vaults under the Synagoguc during an
air-raid, 1942. Mr Dcichowsky is scated at the far end of the table
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Hadath in-setting up a separate Shechita in the revailing circum-
stances and declared that the interdicts that had been issued had no
forcein Jewish law.

Even the Chafetz Chayim, whose whole life was devoted to the
propagation of truth and sinccrity in human relations and who
would naturally be reluctant to take sides in any dispute, supported
the Machzike Hadath after having seen the reports in the Jewish
Chronicle. He did so in letters addressed to Ya’acov Zinkin, but was
ncvertheless anxious that a peaceful approach should still be made
to the Chief Rabbi so as not to perpetuate strife. The originals of
two of his letters have been preserved and are reproduced together
with full transcriptions on pp. 132~137 and xxiii - xxvi.

Among other supporting letters reccived from leading rabbis
special mention must be made of two: onc from Rabbi Yeruchem
Yehuda Leib Perelman, known as the Minsker Gadol, who men-
tions that he had been urged to opposc the Machzike Hadath by the
Rabbi of Bialystok, and another from Rabbi Yechiel Michal Ha-
Levi Epstein, the author of Aruch HaShulchan who pays homage to
the members of the Machzike Hadath’ for the courage they had
shown in the most difficult circumstances and offered advice on how
to approach other rabbis to reverse their previous interdicts. He ad-
mitted that he had at first written in opposition to the revolt at the
request of ‘a famous Rabbi’, but had nevertheless at that time ex-
pressed no opinion as to the Kashruth of the meat. In addition,
Rabbi Chayim Zelig Morgenstern, Dayan of Minsk, reiterated his
firm support of the Machzike Hadath and indicated that he felt he
had prevailed upon Rabbi Naphtali Tzvi Berlin (the Netziv) to
recant from his previous opposition.

Other helpful communications, some expressing opposition to
the action taken by Rabbi Spector, came from Rabbi Shimon Dov
Analik (Tiktin), Rabbi Aba Ya’acov Boruchov (Vekshna), Rabbi
Benjamin Diskin (Lomzc), Rabbi Joseph R osin® (Dvinsk) and Rab-
bi Joseph Yoffey (Gorsht). The more important of these are repro-
duced, and all are transcribed in full on pp. 135 -141 and xxvi-xxxv
so that they may be preserved for the future. It will be seen that al-
most all these letters are dated either Ab or Ellul 5653 (1893), for it

8. Also known as the Rogatchover Ilny; author of Tzaphnat Pane’ ach.
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took all this time to get Zinkin’s book published and circulated. As it
was not the wish of the Machzike Hadath to exacerbate feelings,
these letters were not published at the time.

This success in reversing the weight of rabbinic opinion against
the Machzike Hadath, was marred by onc major faifurc that must
be recorded. The emissary who went to Kovno could not secure an
official retraction of the interdict issued in Cheshvan 5652 by Rabbi
Spector. My information is that the great Rav, by now well advanc-
cd in years, withdrew it verbally and cxpressed his regret, but that
his advisers would not allow him to do so in writing for fear of any
hostility that might have been engendered against the refugee Jews
still flecing in their thousands to England. Mr. Metchik informs me
that a Shochet who returned to Russia from London visited Reb
Yitzchak Elchanan concerning the issur he had pronounced.

The Rabbi’s answer was:

“What do they care for the issur now: They arecarryingon! I

am glad they arc carrying on!’

In order to keep East-end Jewry better informed of developments
and at the same time to strengthen orthodox Judaism, Mr. Metchik,
who was a printer, published, for a short time, a weckly Yiddish
newspaper, Hatzofeh.

By now the Chevrath Machzike Hadath had developed into an
independent Kehilla in opposition to the official Community, and
was carrying out all the functions of such a Kehilla. It was already
being referred to as the Machzike Hadath Community. Marriages
were solemnised (in conjunction with District Registrars) and
Gittin were arranged when necessary, all without reference to the
Chicf Rabbi or his Beth Din. A copy of a “pointed” Ketubah used by
the Machzike Hadath in those early days (1897) is reproduced on
p. 144. With regard to Gittin it frequently happens that searching
enquiries arc called for previously from rabbinical authorities in
other countrics to establish the bona fides in any particular case and
a file of such correspondence has been preserved. In this filc there are
letters from eminent rabbinic authorities including Rabbi Shmucl
Salant of Jerusalem. A communication from the Grand Rabbin of
Cairo is reproduced because of its exquisitely beautiful Hebrew
script, together with a copy of a Get, also from Cairo, possibly rela-
tive to the casc in question (sec pp. 146-7). A copy of a Get issucd
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under the auspices of the Rav of the Machzike Hadathisalso repro-
duccd on p. 146.

The supervision of Kashruth was cxtended generally to include
that of Kosher milk, butter, cakes, etc. and the special baking of
Matzo for Pesach, and many other necessities that add to the sum
total of orthodox family life were also provided. In the sphere of
Kashruth, the leaders of the Machzike Hadath stood in close and
friendly relationship with the orthodox communities on the Con-
tinent, and much correspondence has been prescrved indicating the
great degree of mutual co-operation that existed at that period.
An interesting letter from Rabbi Simcha Bunem Ehrenfeld of
Mattersdorf dated the third day of Chanuka, 5657, is reproduced
and transcribed on pp. 141 and xxxv.

The greatest importance, however, was attached to the pro-
visionof an intensivereligious education for the young, and the Lon-
don Hebrew Talmud Torah Classes were opened on 7th Adar, 5655
(1805) at 59, Brick Lane, most of the founders bcing also members.
of the Machzikc Hadath. The first Committee consisted of ‘Messrs.
S. Golubowsky (President), P. Torlowsky (Treasurer), D. Frost
(Hon. Secretary), L. Berg, D. Blackman, A. Chernowsky, B.
Dubowsky, M. Fox, B. Ginsburg, S. Goldflam, A. Goodman, N.
Krassowsky, C. H. Levin, W. Meczyk, A. Miller, Ch. Niemko,
M. Salant, P. Shweitzer and A.Watnik.’

At a General Mecting of Subscribers held on oth Junc, 1895 at
the JewishWorking-men’s Club, Great Alie Street, the Chairman
congratulated the members ‘on the great success we have achieved
in such a short period (ten weeks) that we were cnabled by the
united efforts of over 9oo members, all poor foreigners, to cstab-
lish a Talmud Torah with ten teachers giving instruction to ncarly
500 poor children in our own Mother Tongue’.

Many of the children attending the Talmud Torah were so poor
that they had also to be supplied with boots and clothing, which
were provided through the help of a Ladies Committec. This
Talmud Torah, now generally known as the Brick Lane Talmud
Torah, was the first institution of its kind in England where in-
struction was given in Yiddish and where the standard reached was
sufficiently high to warrant a Gemara class for the senior pupils.
This class was subsequently transferred to the Synagogue and be-
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came the nucleus from which the Yeshiva Etz Chayim was de-
veloped.

Manywho have since achieved distinction and have become well-
known in Jewish public life, were once pupils of the Brick Lane
Talmud Torah. These include the late Rabbi Louis Miller of Mid-
dlesborough, Rabbi Dr. Simon M. Lehrman, Mr. Janus Cohen, Dr.
Israel Feldman, Dr. Victor Feldman, Dr. Michael N. Oster and Mr.
Solomon Blechen (the present Headmaster) as well as the celebrated
scholar and Zionist, Professor Selig Brodetsky.

Although the number of active supporters of the Machzike
Hadath was never very large, there was a growing rccognition of
their efforts to strengthen Jewish obscrvance. It must, however, be
remembered that they were always suffering great financial hard-
ship and the small revenues from the Shechita fees had constantly
to be supplemented by private donations. Even then their income
was barely sufficient to pay the very low wages of the Shochtim and
other officials who, however, continued to give their services un-
stintingly out of loyalty to the cause and to their religious convic-
tions, despite great economic privation. This Kehilla was all the
time maintaining a hand to mouth existence, but the observant
residents of East London were coming to rely more and more
on its higher standard of orthodoxy. There were as many as ten
butcher shops at onc period and the two poultry yards (a second
one was later opened ncar Commecrical R oad) were being frequent-
ed to an increasing cxtent; the people found that they were also
being treated more civilly by the Machzike Hadath and preferred
coming there. The Board of Shechita was suffering a considerable
loss of income by this competition and at one stage it endeavoured
to regain the public by reducing the charge for poultry killing from
one penny to a halfpenny. How serious the situation was con-
sidered by the Board is shown by the fact that a Special Meeting
was convened for this purpose on 11th Aug., 1892 (scc p. 109). The
Machzike Hadath, however, countered this move by making no
charge at all, an action which compelled the Board of Shechita to
follow suit. Suffice it to say that whilst the Board of Shechita was
suffering a severc diminution in its income, the Machzike Hadath
were hardly able to pay their way; yet this state of affairs was al-
lowed to continue for about fourteen years.



CHAPTER VI
KEHILLA AND SYNAGOGUE

N important development which greatly enhanced the status
of the Machzike Hadath occurred in February 1893 when the
‘Machzike Shomrei Shabbat’ Synagogue in Booth Street,
Spitalfields, officially joined their Community. This event was con-
sidered of such major significence that a record of it was entcred in
the Pinkes of the Synagoguc (Platc VL, facing p. 49) together with the
Constitution, and beautifully executed by a scribe. A translation of
the opening passages will be found on p. 109. '
The Constitution was endorsed by a Certificate from ‘Our Rav’
(reproduced on p. 143) of which the following is a translation:

“The above Rules have been compiled with my knowledge,
by my advice and approbation. I firmly belicve that so long as
these Rules are strictly observed, our object will be attained
and we shall continuc to exist in unison and in peace till the
Redecmer will come.

A. A. Werner, Rabbi.

This endorsement by the Rav is indicative of the whole relation-
ship that cxisted between that community and their Rabbi. It was
not the formal employer-cmployee relationship that is so often
found elsewhere. There was much devotion and loyalty to the
Rav who would be expected to guide his followers in everything
concerning the affairs of the Community. It was never a case of the
lay leaders telling the Rav what he must do; on the contrary, it
was the Rav’s advice which would be sought in any contingency.

Now that the Synagogue had affiliated to them, the Machzike
Hadath had indeed attained the full status of a Kehilla having at
their head a Rav who was also recognised by many of the strictly
Orthodox Jews in Britain and in the Empire as their Religious
Authority, and who was affectionately known by all as ‘Reb Aba’.

(53)
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Among other documents preserved there are copies of Responsa
by Rabbi Werner addressed to Rabbi Yoel Leib Herzog of Leeds
(father of the Chief Rabbi of Isracl) and to Rabbi Yitzchak Meir
Yosselson of Dublin, as well as an interesting question in Jewish
Law submitted by Rabbi Aba Leib Selbowitz of Cape Town,
South Africa.

It is necessary, however, to draw a distinction between the two
bodics, the Machzike Hadath Community, and the Synagogue
which had now adopted a similar name on Joining the Community.
Thesc were (and still arc) two different organisations cach with its
own scparate governing body. The Community included persons
(c.g- from North London) who were not nccessarily members of
the Synagogue, and not all the members of the Synagogue were
indeed members of the Community. This is made clear in the
Synagoguc’s Constitution as follows :

IV Management of the Synagogue.

() All Wardens and at lcast one half of the Members of
the Committee must be members of the body known as
‘Machzike Hadath’, i.c. who do not partake of meat food
which is not under the supervision of the Rav of the Mach-
zike Hadath.

(d)  There must be no President of the Synagogue but the
President of the Machzike Hadath Community shall, at the
same time, be Hon. President of the Synagogue. .. but the
Presidentship of the Machzike Hadath is conditional upon
his contributing, as a member, to the Synagogue.

As provided in its rules, the Synagogue was open continuously
from day-break till very late at night for both prayer and study.
Its memg’ership was constantly growing and the premises in Booth
Street soon proved to be too small for its needs. It was not till 1808,
however, that it found its new home in jts present building at the
corner of Brick Lane and Fournier Street.

This building already had an interesting history.? Erected in 1743
by Hugucnot rcfugees as a Church (Neuve Eglise), it became, in
1819, a Wesleyan Chapel and but a few years previously had been
styled a “Mission Housc for Converting Jews’. In 1896, the building

9. Ithassince beenscheduled by the Ministry of Local Government and Planning as a
building of architectural and historic interest.
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was announced ‘to be let for the Worship of God’, and the Brick
Lane Talmud Torah, which was alrcady in possession of part of
the premises, bought the leasc. There was opposition on the part
of some of the Committee of the Talmud Torah as the conversion
into a Synagogue would entail great financial responsibility. A
sub-lcase was, however, granted to the Machzike Hadath Com-
munity, the Talmud Torah rescrving for its classes the ‘Sunday
School House’ adjoining and twelve additional classrooms above

the Synagogue. In order to convert the chapelinto a synagogue, the
interior had to be almost reconstructed, and the work was carried
out by Messrs. Maple & Co. at a cost of £4,500. Some very beau-
tiful wood carvings were preserved (Plate VIII, facing p. 65); an
organ, which had been presented to the church by George 1II was
transferred to the Methodist Chapel in Hackney Road.

The building was consecrated as a Synagogue on Sunday, 11th
September, 1898 (24th Ellul, 5658),19and was given the English name
of ‘Spitalficlds Great Synagoguc’. The following picturesque ac-
count is extracted from the long description given in the subse-
quent issuc of the Jewish Chronicle, which also included the artist’s

sketch of the building shown on this page.

10. The cover of the Order of Service is reproduced on p. 142.
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“When the great day came for the Consecration Ceremony,
the Fast End was in a state of simmering excitement which grew
toa deep enthusiasm as the day advanced. Long before the time
fixed for the Consccration Service, the Building was packed
with a dense crowd all of whom seemed to feel that they were
assisting at a great event. What is more, most of them seemed
conscious of having themselves borne a partin the great move-
ment which had had this auspicious issue.

‘At threc o’clock a procession, headed by the Rav, bearing
26 Sepharim, carried under two Chuppot and preceded by a
band, started from the old place of worship in Booth Street.
Around them pressed a buzzing, eager and cxpectant throng.
Gentiles looked on with reverence but the Jews werc bubbling
over with happiness. Men, women and children gave way to
unrestrained joy, a fow even broke into a dance. It seemed as if
time had not moved on with them since the days when David
danced with joy before the Ark of the Lord! What a vast dis-
tance’, observes the Jewish Chronicle reporter, ‘scparated them
from the stern austerity of the Gentile rites, and even from
the solemn dignity of their more Anglicised brethren.

‘On arrival at the ncw Synagogue, Mr. L. Berg, the Senior
Warden, in presenting to Mr. Leopold Loewenstcina gold key,
referred to his many valuable services to the Machzike Hadath
Community. The Rav exclaimed:

; DUINR MW PN N R3OV nno

“The Scroll bearers then uttered the words:
T ITIR 02 R1AR P'Ix "y L nD

“The door was then opened and the Scrolls of the Law were
borne into the Synagogue and the Consecration Service was
commenced by the Rev. Asher Perlzweig of the Vine Court
Synagogue, assisted by his Choir.

‘After the customary circuits, the venerable Rabbi Werner
delivered an impressive discourse in Yiddish. He spoke of the
joy of Solomon at the crection of the Temple, and he carnestly
pleaded for a higher spiritual lifc. Living in England as free
men, under the benignant rule of the great and good Queen
Victoria, he said, they had cvery opportunity to o%servc strict-



KEeHILLA AND SYNAGOGUE : 57

ly the tenets of their sacred Religion. By the opening of that
beautiful large Synagogue they had not reached their goal.
They must promote not only religious observance, but also
peace and unity throughout the community. It would be their
duty whilst promoting peace to make the Synagogue a centre
for spiritual work and to spread the knowledge of the Law.

‘Mr. Locwenstein, who next addressed the Congregation,
said they had good reason to congratulate themselves upon the
consecration that day of their new Synagogue notwith-
standing the many obstacles which had to be overcome. The
Maggid of the Synagogue, Reb Danicl Cohen, having deli-
vered a Derosha, a Special Prayer was recited, followed by the
Prayer for the Queen and the R oyal Family. A special Song of
Dedication(sce over)written for t1)1,c occasion by Rabbi Werner
(and translated into English by Mr. A. Feldman), was chanted
to music composed by the Rev. A. Perlzweig. Oleny and
Psalm cl brought the Service to an end.

“The principal Officers of the Synagoguc at this time were:

Wardens: L. Berg and H. Niemko.,

Treasurers: H. Bloomstein and S. Latner.

Hon. Sec.: I. P. Torlowsky.

Committee : Messrs. M. Levy,]. Lunzer, B.Grossbaum, A.Isaacs, M.
Sheftalowitch, A. Goodman, A. Goldberg, M. Sheinbaum,
J. Lazarus, J. Breskal, E. Simons, and Fisher.

Stewards at the Consecration : Messrs.B.L. Deichowsky, A. Meczyk,
J.Homa, M. Liebrecht, J. Silverman, J. Goldberg, A. Levy,
J- Rosenbloom, W. Abrahams and A. Simons.”

From the day it was first opened, just prior to Rosh Hashana of
5659, the Machzike Hadath and Shomrej Shabbat Synagogue has
carried on without interruption its special tradition as originally
laid down. A continuous succession of services, throughout morn-
ing, afternoon and evening, as well as several study circles each day
in various branches of learning, including a daily Shiur in Talmud
—these were the special feature of the Synagogue which have been



SONG OF DEDICATION
OF THE SPITALFIELDS GREAT SYNAGOGUE

I11TH SEPTEMBER 5658 — 1898

Your Voices loud in Numbers raise
Give thanks to God, who sits in praise
His help is near, His presence nigh
He raised us up, He set #s high.

From Countries far we Exiled catne
Sorely pressed by rule of sharie;
Lands and seas we wandered through,
To find at last a shelter truc

On England’s shore a home secure
Our life and chattels safe and suire
Through rulers fair and Justice pure.

Your Voices loud in Numbers raise,etc.

Our Sacred Law and precepts dear
Handed down in accents clear

By pious men and scholars Sage

Who lived by them in every age,
With might and main we try maintait
From Violation keep intact;

A Noble task, a godly act!

Your Voices loud in Numbers raise, etc.

With helpers few and care Enhanced

In Religion’s Cause our work Commenced,
Reviled and Scorned on every side

We now behold with joy and pride

In paths divine our forward stride.

“The Guard of Faith’ — a fitting name
Borne through trouble, in joy proclait

Your Voices loud in Numbers raise
Give thanks to God, who sitsin praise
His help is near, His presence riigh
He raised us up, He set us high.

(s8)
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Both the Synagogue and Talmud Torah became famous in ortho-
dox circles throughout Europe and were visited by many distin-
guished personalities when they were in London. Among the
various inscriptions preserved by the Talmud Torah there is an ex..
tremely interesting one written by Rabbi Yitzchak Ya'acov Reines,
the founder of the Mizrachi Movement, and signed Jointly by him
and five other well-known rabbis who were in London at the time
of the fourth Zionist Congress in 1900 (reproduced on p- 149).

A pencil sketch of Rabbi Werner in devotional mood with
Rabbi Avraham Chernowsky, who conducted Shiurin in the Syna-
gogue, standing ncarby, which appeared in a pictorial journal in
1903, is reproduced on Plate V, facing p. 48.

The heavy cost ( £,4,500) of transforming the Chapel into a
Synagogue, in 1898, had imposed an intolcrable burden on the
members of the Congregation, most of whom were poor working
people. A sum of £1,400 was already owing to Messrs. Maple &
Co. for reconstruction work in the adjoining Talmud Torah, as is
shown by an undertaking signed in August 1903, by Mendel
Chaikin, Hyman Goldstein, Henry Bloomstein, Wolf Meczyk, Isaac
Nowick, Marks Fishberg, David Frost, Avraham Goodman and
Shmuel Latner, reproduced on p. 148.

It says a great deal for the supreme confidence of these orthodox
stalwarts that they accepted between them the responsibility of
finding what was in those days the enormous sum of £6,000, and
all this in addition to the financial obligations connected with the
independent Shechita which was still fully operating.

Among the steps taken to raise funds was that of nviting cele-
brated Chazanim from Eastern Europe to conduct High Festival
Services for which special tickets were sold. Three well-known
Cantors who visited the Machzike Hadath for this purpose (be-
tween 1899 and 1902) were Boruch Schorr, Schlossberg, and Zadel
Rovner.

Although arranged primarily for fund-raising purposes, these
Services were of a hig};x order and attracted many visitors, who
derived much spiritual satisfaction from the fervent renderings of
the traditional tuncs.

L]



CHAPTER VII
NEGOTIATION

O achieve independence is one thing, to be able to main-
tain it is quite another. Benjamin L. Cohen was not alto-
gether wrong when he said at the famous meeting of the

Board of Shechita in November 1891 that ‘the best way to crush
the new organisation was to take no notice of it’. He did not, of
course, expect that the fight would continue for some fourteen
years. It would have been impossible ever to crush the spirit of these
pioneers. The greater the opposition they met with, the more in-
spired they became. But it was not independence they had origin-
ally sought. All the Machzike Hadath had desired wasan improved
standard of Kashruth, availablc to all. But now, after such a long
period of uphill struggles against overwhelming odds, they were,
from the financial standpoint, almost at the end of their tether.

The income they received from operating the independent
Shechita had never been sufficient to cover the costs, and the
officials’ salaries were always long overdue. The Shochtim, in par-
ticular, were suffering great distress, and although they carried out
their duties fully and conscientiously, they were constantly com-
plaining bitterly of their lot to the Rav.

How much longer they could have endured can only be a matter
for conjecture When, therefore, during 1904, the Board of Shechita
showed an inclination to bring the dispute to an end there was a
considerable measure of relicf in the camp of the militants. As far
as the Board is concerned there were two factors that led it to agree
to a settlement. One was the Liverpool Shechita case, and the other
was an Admiralty Committee Report condemning Shechita. The
fact that the Board, too, was suffering financially from the com-
petition of the Machzike Hadath had probably minor significance.

Dissatisfaction among Orthodox immigrant Jews with the pre-
vailing standard of Shechita and Kashruth had by no mecans been

(61)
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confined to the London area. Opposition to the established Com-
munity, similar to that shown by the Machzike Hadath, had also
manifcsted itself in several provincial centres, notably in Birming-
ham, Leeds, Liverpool and Manchester. In other arcas where there
had previously been no Jewish settlement, cntirely new communi-
ties grew up, in true Orthodox fashion, without the necessity of
having to overcome any pre-cxisting laxity. Such was the case in
Gateshead where there is to this day a flourishing Kehilla with a
Yeshiva and other institutions on the Fastern European model.

In Liverpool, a separate Shechita was set up by religious immi-
grants in 1902 under the supervision of Rabbi Ravinson and in
co-operation with the Machzike Hadath in London. As was by now
his custom, Dr. Adler issued an interdict against this Shechita at the
request of the Liverpool Board of Shechita, declaring the meat sold
by two butchers, David Fineberg and his son Isaac, to be trefa. In
addition, the local Board of Shechita issued a poster repeating the
interdict to which therc was added an allegation of bribery. The
butchers concerned contested these declarations and also sued the
Chief Rabbi and the local Board for libel. The action was heard by
Mr. Justice Bigham and a special Jury at the Liverpool Assizes on
25th Feb. 1904.

This was a most undesirable matter to be ventilated in the Courts
for it meant that detailed questions of custom and procedure in
Jewish law in connection with the slaughter of animals and the sale
of Kosher meat were presented for adjudication to a non-Jewish
judge. It was, in many respects, humiliating to the Chief Rabbi, as
well as to the Jewish Community as a whole, including of course
the many rabbinic witnesses and others called by both sides. Among
the witnesscs called for the Plaintiffs were Rabbi A. Werner, Rabbi
J. Rabinowitz, and Mr. B. Verby of the Jewish Express, and for the
Defence, the Chief Rabbi, Dayan M. Hyamson, Rev. John Harris,
Sir Samucl Montagu and David L. Alexander, X.C.

An account of the proceedings was given in the Jewish Chronicle
which carried a three-and-a-half page report of the trial apart from
a lengthy article which gave the impressions of a correspondent:
who was present in the Court. The following few extracts from
the cvidence and the subsequent article are sufficient to indicate the
unpleasant character of the whole cpisode:
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Extract from REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS.

Jacos RaBiNnowrrz, examined by Mr. Oulton, said he lived
in Edinburgh, and was a Jewish Rabbi. Witness scemed unable
to understand or to make himself understood in English, so the
learned Judge addressed him in German, and elicited the state-
ments that he had been four years a Rabbi, and was appointed
by the ‘people of Edinburgly’. (Laughter)

Mr. OuLTON asked for an Interpreter. By this means cross-
examination proceedcd.

By Mr. Ourton: His father had given him ‘permission’ to
be a rabbi. (Laughter). He was 35 years of age and became a
rabbi when he was 31.

{
His Lorpsmrp: Is he here as an expert2 Surely he cannot be-
come an expert in four yearsz...

Isaac FINEBERG, in answer to his Lordship: Dr. Adler was
nota chief rabbi. He was only a ‘doctor’. (Laughter). ..

AMRAM (sic) WERNER, through an interpreter, (in answer to
M. Tobin, for the Plaintiffs) said he was Rabbi of the Congre-
gation known in London as ‘Machzike Hadath’. He had been a
rabbi for 40 years... He had under him five Shochtim, nonc
of whom was authorised by Dr. Adler. ..

MRr. Tavror, K.C. (for the Defence): Has not Dr. Adler had
causc to censure foreign rabbis living in England in the matter
of granting divorces according to Jewish Law 2 Have they not
granted these divorces prior to the necessary legal divorce by
English law:

WitnEss : The rabbi does not grant divorces. It is the husband
who divorces.

His Lorpsurp: Oh! Really! (Laughter).

Extract from ‘IMPRESSIONS OF A CORRESPONDENT’
‘Another witness was Rabbi Werner, of the Machzike Ha-
dath in London. He is a very old man and pleaded that he could
neither speak nor understand English. And the following col-
loquy, in German, between the Judge and the witness took
place:

63
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Tue Jupce:, Wie lang sind Sie in England gewesen?

Tre WiTness: Zwolf Jahre.

Tre Jupce: Und Sie konnen kein Englisch sprechen oder
verstehen !

‘Nothing more.Words cannot convey the impression left on
my mind by this simple utterance of the Judge’.

Rabbi J. Rabinowitz of Edinburgh, the father of Rabbi Dr.
Louis Rabinowitz, who was a celebrated Talmudic authority, had
been made to appear ridiculous in Court. Even the ncwspaper re-
port did not bother to give any of the foreign Rabbanim their pro-
per title. In the opinion of the correspondent, the fact that my
grandfather was unable, after being in this country for twelve
years, to give his evidence in English was unforgivable. It probably
never occurred to him to consider how Rabbi Werner, at an ad-
vanced age, with his time fully occupied for almost all the hours
of the day in ministering to his flock, performing all the other kind-
ly deeds for which he is so well remembered, and at the same time
studying the Torah, could have found an opportunity to learn a
new language.

The libel action against the Chief Rabbi did not succeed but the
local Board of Shechita was ordered to pay L100 damages. ‘Mr.
Justice Bigham in his forcible summing up had regretted that such
a dispute should have come before an English Court of Justice,
and said that it should have been settled by the Jews themselves’.
This case was followed with keen interest by the whole Comimun-
ity and the excitement in the East End of London was intense. The
Mational Press also gave prominence to the affair and newsboys ran
through the streets of Whitechapcl shouting, Result of “Kosherand
Treifa!”’. Clearly such proceed[;ngs, whatever the result, could not
enhance the prestige of Anglo-Jewry and any repetition had to be
avoided atall costs.

Five months later a highly adverse Report on Shechita was pub-
lished by a Committec appointed by the Admiralty ‘to consider
the humane slanghtering of animals’. It is not clear why the Ad-
miralty should have been charged with this investigation. Whether
the Government were going to act on this Report or not, or what~
ever the outcome might be, the London Board of Shechita felt that
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the Jewish Community must now put its own house in order. The
‘opposition’ Shechita had been in existence for fourteen years and,
for all the Board knew, was firmly entrenched. Nothing had so far
happened to occasion any disquict on humane grounds in regard
to the actual conduct of the Machzike Hadath Shechita, but when
outside forces, opposed to the Jewish method of slaughter, were be-
ginning to show their hand, it was high time to compose differences
within the Community. :

Thus it came about that towards the cnd of 1904 friendly nego-
tiations between the Machzike Hadath and the Board of Shechita
were made possible, the former body suffering acute economic
difficulty and the latter now muost anxious to terminate the strife.

After some preliminary discussions between the two parties,
the Machzike Hadath formulated a scheme of amalgamation and
empowered Isaac Feldman to ‘further the adoption of the scheme’.
This was presented to a Meeting of the Board of Shechita on 12th
December, 1904 by its President, Sir Samuel Montagu.The principal
points were:

The Shechita of the Machzike Hadath, with its scparate
shops, Shochtim and Shomrim, to remain under the rcligious
control of the Machzike Hadath, in accordance with their own
bye-laws.

The Machzike Hadath to have the right to have special seals
for the meat of their own Shechita.

The administrative control of the Shechita to pass into the
hands of the Board of Shechita who would pay the salaries of
the Shochtim ctc. and the rent of the existing poultry-yards,
two of which to be used exclusively for the Machzike Hadath.

Vacancies among Machzike Hadath Shochtim or Shomrim
to be filled by the Machzike Hadath subject to the approval of
the Chief Rabbi. Similarly, a vacancyin theoffice of ‘Minister™
of the Machzike Hadath to be filled by the Machzike Hadath
subject to the approval of the Chief Rabbi.

The Board of Shechita to pay thc Machzike Hadath L184
per annum towards the salaries of ‘Supervising Officials’.

11. Sec footnote on p. 33.
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In addition,the Machzike Hadath Synagogue asked for a loan
of £ 1,000, and expressed the desirc to join the Federation of
Synagogues and the Burial Society.

According to the report of this meeting in the subsequent issue
of the Jewish Chronicle, Sir Samucl Montagu informed the Board
that he had made a similar offer to the Machzike Hadath some ten
years previously but that they had refused it because it did not then
provide for the payment of the salary of their Rabbi! ‘Since then’,
he went on ‘the Machzike Hadath has gained a certain amount of
power’, and he thought that if they could bring about, even by
granting some little concession, an agrecment with them the Board
would in no way suffer.

As to the requested loan, although this could not be made by the
Board, it being against their rules, Sir Samuel had arranged with
Lord Rothschild that cach of them should personally advance £ 500
and that the loan be made through the Federation of Synagogues so
that they could claim interest. (The practice of charging interest
has long since been discarded by the Federation.)

Dr. Adler stated that ‘the Beth Din would hail with cxtreme satis-
faction the proposed union because these arc critical times and in
face of the fact that the very cxistence of Shechita in this country is
unfortunately threatened by the adverse Report of the Admiralty
Committee it would be, to my mind, almost unpardonable if there
were any disunion in our own ranks.” There was, however, a good
deal of opposition and reluctancc on the part of somc of the mem-
bers of the Board, who felt that the Machzike Hadath were dic-
tating their terms and the President was therefore asked to ‘carry
on further negotiations’.

Nor was there unanimity within the ranks of the Machzike
Hadath. The ‘gentlemen from North London’ werc totally opposed
to any agreement involving the recognition of the authority of the
Chief Rabbi, which the suggested scheme entailed, even though
local jurisdiction over his own Community was being rescrved for
the Rav of thc Machzike Hadath. The ‘moderates’, however, were
in the majority, but cven they were not in the mood to make any
further concessions to the Board of Shechita which were apparently
still being sought.



CHAPTER VIII

AGREEMENT REACHED

WO months later, the scheme almost as originally pro-
posed by the Machzike Hadath was accepted by the Board
of Shechita and incorporated into two Agreements; one

between the Machzike Hadath and the Board, and the second be-
tween the Machzike Hadath and the Federation of Synagogues,
each signed on 16th February, 1905 by Sir Samuel Montagu, then
the President of both bodics.

Clause (2) of the Agreement with the Federation which referred
to the loan of £ 1,000, is to the effect that the ‘Minister’ and mem-
bers of the Spitalfields Great Synagoguc

‘shall recognise in all religious matters the jurisdiction and au-
thority of the Very Reverend Dr. Hermann Adler, the Chicf
Rabbi of British Jews and of the Chief Rabbi who may, for
the time being, occupy that position provided he acts in accor-
dance with the Shulchan Oruch, it being understood that Dr.
Adler will confirm Rabbi Werner, the present Minister of the
said Synagogue, in his position’.

Clause (4) of that Agreement states that with regard to the filling
of a vacancy in the office of ‘Minister of the said Synagogue’, the
election

‘shall be by the Machzike Hadath but such election shall be sub-
ject to the approval of the Chief Rabbi for the time being’.

Reporting the Agreement reached, the Jewish Chronicle, 24th
Feb. 1905, states:

‘Henceforth the Minister of the Machzike Hadath, Rabbi
Wernecr, comes under the jurisdiction of Dr. Adler and neither
in affairs of Shechita nor of Marriage will he take any steps to
recognise any official not appointef by Dr. Adler. The Mach-

(67)
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zike Hadath will engage their own special Shochetim but the
final sanction of every such appointment will rest with the
Chicf Rabbi.

‘Very difficult and delicate negotiations have been necessary
in order to bring about so happy a fusion of interests and for
this the Community have to thank Mr. L. Feldman of Osborne

Street, who has been indecfatigable in his efforts to promote
Sholom. ..

In spite of the fact that the clauses dealing with the recognition
of the jurisdiction of the Chief Rabbi were made applicable to the
members of the Spitalficlds Great Synagogue only and not to the
Machzike Hadath Community as such, those members who had
emanated from Central Europe (including such people as Michael
Levy and Julius Lunzer), perhaps because they had been nurtured
in the conception of Austritt, could not be induced to accept the new
arrangement and seceded completely from the Machzike Hadath.

Rabbi Werner, on the other hand, was most gratified with the
peaceful issue of the negotiations and expressed himself as perfectly
satisfied with the result. In his opinion, all that was needed to ensure
for themselves a proper standard of Kashruth had been achieved,and
there was no reason to perpetuate strife with the rest of the Com-
munity, merely for the sake of ‘separatism’. Indeed, it was hoped
that in due course, the Ecclesiastical Authorities would themselves
adopt the more stringent safeguards of the Machzike Hadath both
as to Shechita and to the subsequent Shemira.

RabbiWerner soon entered into direct correspondence with Dr.
Adler, in order to settle the details of the new arrangement on an
amicable basis. The Chief Rabbi who was also doubtless glad that
the dispute had now been satisfactorily disposed of responded in a
friendly way. His reply, dated Shushan Purim 5665 (22nd March,
1905), probably the first letter he ever addressed to his former oppo-
nent, which was couched in cordial and respectful terms, is repro-
duced and transcribed on pp. 151 and xxxvi.

Prior to the signing of the agreements which brought the Shoch-
tim of the Machzike Hadath under the administrative control of the
Board of Shechita, each Machzike Hadath Shochet subscribed to an
undertaking, that although he would henceforth receive his salary
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from the Board he would remain under the supervision of the
Machzike Hadath and their Rav and would conform strictly to
their bye-laws. I have found three such undertakings written in
Rabbi Werner’s handwriting, dated 15th Fcbruary, 5665(1905), and
signed respectively by Ya’acovYehuda Leib Levitta, Ezriel Bleehen
and David Elya Hahn. A photostatic copy and transcription will be
found on pp.-150 and xxxvi. Chayim Bard, the market Shomer,
signed a similar undertaking.

Some misgivings developed later with regard to Clause (4) of the
Agreement with the Federation which had made the election of a
future Rav subject to the Chief Rabbi’s approval. It was felt that
the wording of this Clause empowercd the Chief Rabbi to with-
hold his approval without proper cause. Sir Samuel Montagu and
the Board of Shechita were, however, unwilling to amend this
wording, as indeed they were reluctant to respond to most of the
reasonable requests made subsequently by the Machzike Hadath.

But time docs not stand still and the scheming of men must yield
to changing cvents.With the death, in 1911, of the first Lord Sway-
thling (formerly Sir Samuel Montagu, Bt.) the Board of Shechitano
longer stood in the same close relationship with the Federation of
Synagogues. The two agreements made with the Machzike Hadath
in 1905 and signed by Sir Samuel Montagu on behalf of both the
Board of Shechita and the Federation, began to take on a new sig-
nificance. These were now two entirely separate documents.

Realising this, the Board of Shechita became anxious about the
matter and wanted the Machzike Hadath to regard the agreement
they had made in 1905 with the Federation as binding on them-
selves also in relation to the Board. The Machzike Hadath, for their
part, were perfectly willing to do so, provided the Board would
amend the wording of Clause (4). This was eventually conceded
and on 26th Scptember 1922 a ‘Supplemental Agreement’ was
signed by the two bodies whereby the Machzike Hadath agreed
that the relevant clauses in their 1905 Agreement with the Federa-
tion ‘shall be read and construed in conjunction’ with the 1905
Agrcement with the Board of Shechita, while the Board, in its turn,
agreed that after the words ‘subject to the approval by the Chief
Rabbi for the time being’, shall be added ‘which shall not be un-
reasonably withheld’.
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Although the North London section of the Machzike Hadath
Community did not subscribe to the 1905 Agreement reached with
the Board of Shechita and felt it necessary to withdraw from mem-
bership of the Machzike Hadath, the friendliest relationships con-
tinued between them. No steps were taken to oppose the Mach-
zike Hadath Shechita of which they continued to take full advan-
tage for their personal use, being completely satisfied with the
religious supcrvision of Rabbi Werner.

Several years later, in 1909, the North London Beth Hamedrash
which had become strengthened in numbers by the settlement in
the neighbourhood of Highbury and Stoke Newington of more
Central Europcan Orthodox Jews, underwent a metamorphosis and
became the Adath Yisrocl Community. Rabbi Dr. Victor Schon-
feld was brought from Hungary to be its first Ravand a Synagogue
was erected at 124-6 Green Lanes. This new Congrcgation was
completely independent and has since remained outside the juris-
diction of the Chief Rabbi.

In other ways also it was forging a new way through the wilder-
ness of Anglo-Jewish neglect. This sturdy offshoot was, however,
still receiving somc of its spiritual sustenance from the main stem.
Rabbi Schonfeld maintained the closest association with Rabbi
Werner who befriended him and gave him every facility to satisfy
himself of the Kashruth of the Machzike Hadath Shechita. There
was indeed complete indentity of purposc between both these
Rabbis. The cordial relationship between their two Communities
did not, however, persist in full degree as time went on, particularly
after the passing of the earlier leaders. The effects this had will be
referred to later.



CHAPTER IX
CuASSID AND MITHNAGGED

ITH the conclusion of a peaceful understanding be-

tween the Machzike Hadath Community and the Board

of Shechita and the secession from the Machzike Hadath

of the ‘Central European’ contingent in North London, the manage-

ment of affairs had now to be taken over entircly by the East End sec-

tion, very few of whosc members had had the nccessary experience.

It was extremely difficult, in particular, to find a suitable President,

and the post remained unfilled for three years. Eventually my father,

Benjamin Lewis Deichowsky?? %1 (PlatcVIL, facing p. 64), who as

son-in-law of Rabbi Werner, had already for some twelve years be-

come thoroughly acquainted with the policy and activities of the

Community, was elected President in 1908, which office he retained
for thirty-seven ycars until his demise in 1945.

The confidence placed in him was soon found to be fully justified.
He was of modest manner, with a rctiring and peaceful disposition,
and combined a depth of Jewish learning with a broad grasp of
affairs. He had actually rcceived a rabbinical qualification before
coming to this country, but had never sought to utilise it pro-
fessionally or to express authoritative decisions, nor did he ever
convey, even to mc, that he posscssed such a qualification. Ilearned
of it for the first time from cousins in Jerusalem only after he had
passed away. His clear understanding of any subject and his con-
cise exposition of a problem together with the logical steps neces-
sary for its solution made him a reliable help and guide, and his
valuable opinion and advice were frequently sought by a large cir-
cle. To the members of his own family and many friends he was
always the confidant and counsellor.

12. Deichowsky was not my fathet’s original surname, and, with his permission, I re-
verted to the family tradition in 1919 by taking my mother’s maiden name. An interesting
communication in this conncction from my uncle, Rabbi Baruch Homa (see footnote on

p. 17) will be found on p. xIv.
(71)
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what happened. It was during the great evacuation of school child-
ren from heavily populated areas in the carly days of the 1939 -45
War. My informant was one of the mistresses in charge of some
children from an East London School who wetc taken to 2 village

many miles away, and it was her duty to billet them with local

been suitably placed except for two or three Jewish children, as
there was a distinct reluctance to accept Jewish children. She was
beginning to give up hope when she knocked at the door of a
cottage and asked her routine question as to whether they would
take an evacuec child from Londop, “Yes’, was the immediate reply
from the gentleman who came to the door. ‘But I want you to
know that it is a Jewish child’, said the teacher. ‘A]] the more, will
I take it’, was the reply. The teacher was intrigued and asked the
reason for this most unusual attitude, which was so different from
what she had experienced all that afternoon. He then told her that
it was because of someone he had met and had learned to esteer.
“Who is this person?’ “Well vou wouldn’t know him,” he replied,
‘he lives in East London’. Afeer being pressed further he disclosed
that it was Mr. Deichows <y of the firm of Messrs. M. Chaikin &
Co. This non-Jewish gentleman, living in retircment, had for many
years been the representative of 5 well-known London concern
and had met my father in the course of business, but had apparently
not confined his conversations strictly to matters of trade,

My father’s generous nature and the great kindliness of his charac-
terare well exemplified by the wishes he expressed to his children in
the last paragraph of his will, as follows:

‘May the Almighty give youa long and contented life and may
youlive in harmony and peacc and take great care of the hop.
our of your Mother, precious among women, and endeavour
to do good to Jews and non-Jews and to all creatures which the
Lord has created in his Worjd’.

Having had entrusted to him the leadership of the Machzike
Hadath Community, my father devoted himself to the task and
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dedicated his lifc to its service. A year after his election as President,
he was also made a Warden of the Synagogue and he utilised the
scope provided by the duality of offices in order to maintain peace-
ful relations with all. To him the agrecment reached on Shechita
with the larger Community meant the end of faction and ani-
mosity and he endeavoured to get the other side to sec it in this
spirit. He felt that the Chief Rabbinate should be gratified to have
a more Orthodox section within the ambit of its own jurisdiction,
so that a higher standard could be sct for the rest of the Community,
700 A P 12 PaTan.

Unfortunately, the Board of Shechita regarded the whole matter
merely as the elimination of a nuisance that had been standing in
its way, and therc was no attempt to understand that it was a religi-
ous motive which had prompted its former adversary. In spite of
repeated failures to induce the Board to a truer appreciation of the
situation, he never ccased in his efforts to reach a fuller and mutual
understanding. As a logical outcome of this attitude my father felt
it incumbent upon him to be a member of the Great Synagogue,
Duke’s Place, the ‘Congregation of the London Kehilla’, as he
termed it, while at the same time he was also 2 member of the Adath
Yisroel Synagogue. He continued membership of both thesc bodies
throughout his lifetime.

One of the first opportunities he had of publicly showing a real
gesture of the new fricndship to the outside Kehilla, was in June
1910, when the Spitalfields Great Synagogue which had been re-
decorated, was reconsccrated. The Chief Rabbi, Dr. Hermann
Adler, the erstwhile antagonist, was invited to officiate and to speak
and was given the place of honour in the Synagogue, Rabbi
Werner vacating his own seat for the occasion. Dr. Adler, in turn
showed deference to the wishes of the Machzike Hadath by not
donning his canonicals at this ceremony. Friendship with the newly-
established Adath Yisroel Community was also demonstrated by
inviting Leopold Loewenstein once again to perform the opening
ceremony. A letter of congratulation from Rabbi Werner to Dr.
Adler on his scventieth birthday on 10th Sivan, 5669 (from Mr. A.
Schischa’s collection), reproduced and transcribed on pp. 151 and
xlv, also indicates the friendly spirit shown by the Machzike Hadath
towards the general Community.
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On the question of relationship with outside bodies of a non-
religious or political character, my father’s policy was that the
attitude of the Synagogue should be one of strict ncutrality. He
took the view that the Synagogue was open to everyone irrespec-
tive of political allegiance. He therefore disapproved of affiliation
to any of the political Synagogue Councils. On the other hand,
the Pulpit was open to any speaker, Agudist, Mizrachi, or Zionist,
provided, of coursc, he was an observant Jew. Under his guidance
both the Machzike Hadath Community and the Synagoguc carried
on their good work in positive and unobtrusive fashion, without
decrying what was or was not being done clsewhere, and thus stood
outside the sphere of political difterences or intriguc.

My father, who was born and educated in Jerusalem, was not
onlya rabbinical scholar but also had a full command of the Hebrew
language, classical as well as modern, which he wrote and spoke
fluently. Such special knowledgc was, naturally, a great assct to him
and to the Community in his conduct of its affairs. He was, there-
fore, able to correspond direct with the greatest international rab-
binical authorities of the day, a necessity which soon arose when
the post of Rav became vacant after the death of Rabbi Werncr.
My father’s scholarship also enabled him to step into the breach
when any of the officiants was absent and he frequently conducted
the daily Blatt Gemara, no mean feat when those present invariably
included advanced Talmudists. During the Sccond World War
when the vaults under the sturdily built Synagogue were used as an
Air-Raid Shelter, listeners would forgather there for the Talmud
Study Circle. A photograph showing n1y father conducting such a
shiur, which appeared in the ‘1943 Saturday Book’ is reproduccd, by
permission of the Imperial War Museum, on Plate V, facing p. 48.

He was, in addition, responsible for the choice of language of
the many Synagogue notices and announcements in Hebrew that
were made from time to time. A typical example is scen in the beau-
tiful wording of the poster announcing a farewell Derasha by
Rabbi Dr. Isaac Herzog, before leaving the British Isles in 1937 to
take up the office of Chief Rabbi in Jerusalem, which is repro-
duced on page 160.

Closely associated with my father in the conduct of the affairs of
the Machzike Hadath Community, for most of his tenure of office,
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was David Frost (Plate V11, facing p. 64), another of the really great,
but unsung orthodox leaders of the past generation. The attach-
ment to one another of these two men, my father and Frost, was
indeed like that of Jonathan and David. They were so completely
different in many ways, almost opposites, yet they formed such a
lasting partnership in promoting and implementing the welfarc
of their beloved Machzike Hadath.

Mecting David Frost for the first time, with his full flowing
beard, onc might have thought that here was a venerable rabbinic
gentleman who had but recently arrived from Russia or Poland.
What a surprise therefore to hear him speak the Queen’s English
with pcrfect pronunciation in a decp rich voice. Frost was an
infant in arms when he arrived in this country from Poland, and
although brought up here, he was totally indistinguishable in his
religious life and general habits from that of any other Chassid of
the Black Lion Yard K’hal Chassidim Stiebel in East London, of
which he was a leading member. He was a man of vigour and deter-
mination, vchement and forthright in the opinions he held. There
was no nonscnse about Mr. Frost, and his temper would quickly
rise, particularly against any opposition based on misunderstanding
or insincerity. Rigid and unyielding in his orthodoxy, he would
fight any attempted infraction of Jewish Law or custom, for, as a
descendant of the House of Aaron, he took his religious dutics and
responsibilitics most scriously. He was a valuable representative at
confercnces where he was able to cxpress his point of view clearly
and forcibly in excellent English. In that sense he was, like Aaron of
old, the spokesman on such occasions.

One of Frost’s outstanding achicvements was accomplished at
a very grave moment in the history of the Spitalfields Great Syna-
goguc carly in 1909. In order to pay the considerable cost of recon-
struction work that was carricd out in 1898 when the building was
converted into a Synagoguc, the property had been mortgaged for
the sum of /3,000 and now the mortgagees, having failed to re-
ceive their money, recalled the mortgage and put the building up
for salc by Public Auction. It fell to my father and his fellow war-
dens, Ya'acov Zinkin and Leizer Berg, to arousc the conscience of
the Community to save what they termed the ‘People’s Syna-
gogue’, and they were successful in enlisting the support of Lord
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Rothschild, B. Birnbaum, Hermann Landau, Stuart M. Samuel
M.P., and the Jewish Chronicle, who helped to organise a big public
appeal. Although not an Honorary Officer of the Synagogue, it was
David Frost, more than anybody clse, who by ‘his untiring, ener-
getic and unmitigating work’, made success possible, and as a result
the Spitalfields Great Synagogue and the adjoining Talmud Torah
Classcs were released from debt. In a subscquent letter of thanks,
the three Wardens state of David Frost “To him alone the existence
of the building owes its thanks’.

It was not, however, till 1922 that the freehold was acquired,
and this, too, was madc possible by the combined efforts of David
Frost and my father. The sum of £s,750, which had to be raised,
was paid to the Trustees of the French Protestant Church of Lon-
don, who still owned the premises, and a Declaration of Trust was
made by ten Trustees of the Synagogue and Talmud Torah to
ensure for the future the maintenance of the traditional Jewish
character of the Institution. An abstract of this Declaration of Trust
will be foundon p.111.

The intimate friendship of my father and David Frost was also
indicative of the similarity in outlook in religious affairs of the
Machzike Hadath and the K’hal Chassidim of Black Lion Yard.
Here were two cxtremely orthodox bodics so different in their
ritual observances and in their whole temperament, yet united on
fundamental issues of faith—the union, although not the unifica-
tion, of the Mithnagged with the Chassid.



CHAPTER X
MEMORIES

Y earliest recollections of the Machzike Hadath Syna-

gogue go back to my boyhood. What a magnificent

appearancc it presented during the High Festivals! What
a splendid array of Talmudic scholars along the honoured Eastern
Wall! The Shool overcrowded with extra chairs all round the
Bemah, and, in front of these, personal ‘Prayer-stands’ suitably
covered, with everybody keyed up to the importance of the oc-
casion. One just felt the holiness of the place. And with what fer-
vour were the prayers uttered'When the moment came for the
Congregation to recite a prayer, they could hardly wait for the
Chazan to finish his part before they would burst out in one loud
accord impatient to show their devotion. How strange was the
auctioning of the Mitzvot before the Rcading of the Law ! (A prac-
tice long since discarded by the Machzike Hadath in favour of
calling up those suitable, irrespective of their ability to make offer-
ings.) And when the Sepharim were carried to the Bemah, how all
thronged to kiss them! And when the Reading took place, how
clearly and beautifully each word was pronounced ! This applied to
the Haftarah as well as to the Sidra, for the former, too, was always
read by the Ba'al K'riah from a Scroll and in the mere plaintive
tune of Eastern European tradition.!* And the occasional banging
by the Shammas on a heavy Machzor often accompanicd by a loud
‘Shah’ to silence the more audible women-folk in the galleries
hidden from view behind lace curtains, how effective it was, if only
for a few seconds!

Ishall never forget the great number that ascended before the Ark
for Birchat Cohanim. There were so many Cohanim in the School,
that some could not find enough room on the large platform, and
had to stand on the steps leading to it Worshippers, whose seats were

13. The Eastern Buropean intonation of the Haftarah is that usually used in Israel to-day.

(77)
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along the Mizrach wall or in its proximity, would leave their places
to stand at the foot of the stairs in front of the Ark, in order to receive
the Pricstly benediction. Unlike most other Ashkenazi Synagogues
in this country, Birchat Cohanim is not omitted in the Machzike
Hadath when a Festival coincides with the Sabbath, and the Service
proceeds as it would elsewherc on Yom Kippur, in similar circum-
stances. This accords with the Minhag of the Vilna Gaon.

The large number of Lulavim on Succot was most impressive. Al-
most everyone present seemed to have one, and the circuit had to be
extended into the Beth Hamedrash. Very intcresting was the way
many congregants proudly demonstrated, after the Service, the spe-
cial merits of their particular Ethirogim both as to shape and appear-
ance, to show that they were, in fact, 771 yv *8.

Sichat Torah was a day of great spiritual happiness. In the even-
ing, the Synagogue was densely packed with hundreds of visitors
who crowdcd even the gangways until there was hardly any room
to move. And it was always a marvel to me how the processions o
the Scrolls could proceed at all. As many as thirty Sepharim were
carried round in what seemed an endless succession of circuits, after
cach of which there was singing and dancing. Finally, before the
Sepharim were returned to the Ark, there was a formal reading of
the Law, only threc persons being called up. In the morning, the
Shool was again full, although the crowds were not nearly so
numerous. Everyonc present was called to the Reading of the Law
which appeared to go on indefinitcly. The Rav was always Chatan
Torah. I remember Ya’acov Zinkin as Chatan Bereshith standing on
the Bemah together with my grandfather, both showing expres-
sions of joy, derived only from spiritual exultation.

Another outstanding annual occasion in the Machzike Hadath
Synagogue was the Evening of Purim, when a particularly large
number of the children of the surrounding district were attracted
to the Reading of the Megilla. Many were armed with Greggers or
with nothing morc than their boots with which to demonstrate
their contempt for Haman. The loud din which greeted each men-
tion of his name was likc a miniature carthquake, and would last
for well over a minute. The noise, usually started by a few adults
would grow in volume like a mounting wave, till the whole build-
ing literally shook from the clatter of the rattles and the heavy
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stamping of hundreds of feet. Sometimes the Reader ingeniously
contrived to rush through an odd Haman without being interrupt-
ed, but such manoeuvres were more than compensated by some
additional unauthorised clatterings which would hold up the
proceedings for even longer.

In the early days, soon after the Synagogue was opened, when the
East End was crowded with recently arrived immigrants from East-
ern Europe, there were many women worshippers on weckdays,
cven during Mincha and Md’ariv. It was an interesting sight to
sec women who had hurried in specially to join in a Kedusha, and
who would even stand for this purpose on the steps leading up to
the Ladies’ Gallery.

My grandfather’s housc was a hive of constant activity. Practi-
cally all day long there was a succession of callers, each with his or
her problem of a religious or general character. Onc would come
with an abstruse question of Talmudic lore, another would bring
a chicken which raised doubt from the ritual point of view—and
what a sigh of relicf when the chicken was declared kosher! And
if not, my grandfather would frequently pay the cost of another.
Somc people came to have a chat over a glass of tca with lemon or
merely tosit and listen. Others were newly arrived immigrants who
had been referred to Reb Aba for advice. Rabbis or other persons
of significance in the orthodox world coming to England either for
a short stay or in order to scttle would, as a matter of course, first
visit the Machzike Hadath and call upon Rabbi Werner, who gave
all a cordial welcome and sound advice which many werc to re-
member with gratitude.

Among the distinguished visitors who stayed with my grand-
father in 1910, I vividly remember the Ridvaz from Safed, a very
imposing personality, and I recall the stir that was caused when he
vcnturcf into the street wearing his Streimel, a form of hcadgcar
I'had not previously scen.

It is perhaps of interest to mention here the statement inscribed
in the Synagogue Pinkes by this world-famous Rabbi (grandfather
of the wife of Rabbi Abramsky), who naturally frequented the
Machzike Hadath Shool whilst he was in London. A reproduction
of the original statement is shown on p. 143 ; the following is a
translation:
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22 Adar $670, London.

Fellow Jews! All that is written here, have I confirmed with
my own eyes. I have prayed in this Holy Synagogue for morc
than a week and nigh on two. 1 did not feel that I wasin the
capital City of London but I thought that I was in the Jewish
Community of Eisheshok, Wolozin or the like, a place
where our forefathers would stand to pour out their words in
prayer and in the song of the Torah at the same time. May ye
be truly happy, ye sons of this Holy Congregation. All must
be indebted to the founders and to those who support and
actively assist in strengthening this edifice. Notin vain haveye
sown in tears, but so that ye may reap in joy.

Signed: Ya'acov David, ‘Ridvaz’
R.abbi of the Holy City of Safed.

Shortly afterwards Rabbi Eliezer Gordon of Tels came to England
to raisc funds for his Yeshiva, and he, too, sought my grandfather’s
guidance and help. I remember how East London was shocked by
his sudden death only a few days after his arrival on his holy mission,
and how great the crowds were that attended his funeral.

But Rabbi Werner himself was now advanced in years and nearly
three years later he passed away after a bricf illness in the early
morning of Friday, 1oth Tebeth, 5673 (20th Dec. 1912) at the age
of 75, still in his full vigour. His death was an irrcplaceable loss to
Orthodox Jewry throughout the country. The high esteem in
which he was held by all was shown by remarkable demonstrations
of affection and loyalty at his funeral, which I belicve was the largest
in the history of Anglo-Jewry. Photographs of the immense crowds
round the cortege appeared in several periodicals (Plate X, facing
p. 81), while ncarly every newspaper in the country gave reports
of his death as well as descriptions of the funcral. The following
account is taken from the Manchester Guardian of 23rd December,
1912:

The funcral of Rabbi A. Werner, who was for practical pur-
poses considered the Chief Rabbi of London, was marked
yesterday by unparalleled sccnes. Early in the morning the
coffin was removed from his house to the Spitalfields Great



Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak HaCohen Kook, Rav of the Machzike
Hadath, 1916-1919 (Photograph on his visit to London in 1924)

PLATE IX



The Funcral of Rabbi Wemer

Scction of the crowd of over 20,000 surrounding the Hearse as it
proceeded towards Whitechapel (Reproduced from Daily Sketch,
23 Dec. 1912)
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The Tombstones of Rabbi Werner, Mrs Werner, and Mr B. L.
Deichowsky, in the Federation Cemetery, Edmonton
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Synagogue, and great crowds assembled around the building,
which was guarded by a strong force of police. The doors of
the Synagogue were opened at cleven o’clock for members of
the Congregation and representatives of nearly all the Jewish
institutions in London. Lord Swaythling was among the not-
able figures in the Synagogue which quickly became filled
to its utmost capacity. At twelve o’clock the funcral orations
were opened by Rabbi H. Hurwitz of Leeds. He was followed
by the Chief Minister of the Federation of Synagogues, Rabbi
Dr. M. Jung, and by Rabbi Dr. Victor Schonfeld of the Adath
Yisrocl. The proceedings, though of the simplest kind, werc
most touching.

At one o’clock, the coffin, which was covered with a plain
cloth, was carried out of the Synagogue where a crowd vari-
ously estimated between 20,000 and 30,000 waited. As a mark
of honour the coffin was to be borne a considerable distance
followed by pupils of the Brick Lane Talmud Torah. The
procession and over 220 carriages waited along the White-
chapel Road and the coffin was carricd along through Brick
Lane. The police, who must have numbered over 100, had
great difficulty in restraining the people who, in their anxiety
to touch the coffin, pushed and jostled one another to such an
extent that the bearers could scarcely make any progress. Once,
however, in Whitechapel, all went well. Traffic had been sus-
pended for a considerable time, and the long procession of
horse-carriages followed by five fully occupied brakes aroused
throughout the way to the Edmonton Cemetery, the general
interest of the Sunday crowds. Thousands of Jews accom-
panied the dead to the cemetery where more addresses were
delivercd by Dayan A. Chaikin, Dayan Dr. M. Hyamson (then
candidate for the Chief Rabbinate), Dayan A. Feldman, Rabbi
J. Green, Principal of the Yeshiva Etz Chaim and, once again,
by his devoted friend Rabbi Hurwitz. It was one of the most
remarkable scenes ever witnessed at a Rabbi’s funeral in Eng-

land.

[t was six weeks beforc my thirteenth birthday when my grand-
tather died and I was, of course, a witness of all that happened after

G
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the death. I remember that older students of the Yeshiva Etz Chayim
which had originated in the Machzike Hadath Synagogue, came all
that Friday in relays to chant Psalms. I remember, too, the scenes
on the Sunday in the East End with people standing on the roof-tops
to watch the funeral procession, and the vast crowds at Edmonton
where I had the greatest difficulty in getting anywhere ncar the
grave.

My grandfather had promised to tcach me a Derasha for my
Barmitzvah ceremony, but he did not live to carry out this inten-
tion. Festivities were obviously out of the question, but I was able,
opportunely, to reccive his Tephillin which I cherish greatly to this

day.



CHAPTER XI
INTERLUDE

ITH the passing of Rabbi Werner, a deep void was

left among strictly observant Jews not only in East Lon-

don but throughout Great Britain. Who would now be

the authority to consult on any difficult problem in Jewish law, for

Rabbi Werner had virtually been the pow for the whole of Anglo-

Jewish Orthodoxy, his influence being in no wise confined to the

Machzike Hadath. It was no casy matter to find a worthy successor.

There was, of course, no difficulty with regard to Shiurim and the

routine functions of the Synagogue, for which there were other

officiants; but the wider activitics of the Kehilla required an out-
standing Rav at the head.

The Shechita of the Machzike Hadath was being unofficially
supervised by Rabbi Dr. Victor Schonfeld. During this period
Kashruth facilities were extended and a Machzike Hadath Restau-
rant(Silberstein’s) wasopened in thc Whitechapel area in 1914, also
with the collaboration of Rabbi Schonfeld. The Beth Din at that
time were still very sensitive about the special rights enjoyed by the
Machzike Hadath and were most obstructive, creating all kinds of
petty difficulties over trivial matters. They could not, of course,
bc madc aware of any arrangement with Dr. Schonfeld whom
they opposcd with the fullest vigour at their command. Asa temp-
orary measure, therefore, Rabbi Dr. Meir Jung, the Chicf Minister
of the Federation of Synagogues, was invited to act as spiritual
leader of the Machzike Hadath, and in the meantime efforts werc
directed towards finding a suitable Rav in Eastern Europe.

An interesting step which my father took was to invite the co-
opcration of the United Synagogue in this endeavour. Negotia-
tions were commenced with a view to a satisfactory reorganisation
of the Chief Rabbinatc and Beth Din to make such co-operation
possible. The following announcement appcared in the Jewish
Chronicle of 17th Jan. 1913 (&)

83
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SUCCESSOR TO RABBI WERNER
AN IMPORTANT APPOINTMENT CONTEMPLATED

‘We understand that the Honorary Officers of the Machzike
Hadath are anxious to see appointed as the successor to the late
Rabbi Werner, a Rav of distinction. It is contemplated that the
person to be appointed shall recognise the authority of the
Orthodox Chief Rabbi, and shall actively associate himself
with the work of the Beth Din, and minister to the religious
requirements cspecially of the foreign-born Jews in East Lon-
don.

“The Honorary Officers of the United Synagogue have been
approached on the subject with a request that the institution
should associate itself with the appointment, so that a suitable
salary should be forthcoming for the payment of a Rav of dis-
tinction, who would carry on his duties in harmony with the
recognised Ecclesiastical Authorities. The matter has not yet
been officially dealt with by the United Synagogue, but we
believe that a cordial response is likely to be made to the sug-
gestion, and a scheme of co-operation propounded on the
lines indicated. Steps will be taken at an early date to extend an
invitation to a learned Rav to fill the post’.

In a report in the Jewish Chronicle(18th July, 1913), of an ‘Emer-
gency Meeting of the Members of the Machzike Hadath’ to con-
sider the question of a successor to the late Rabbi Werner, the fol-
lowing occurs:

‘From a subsequent statement by Mr. Deichowsky it was
gathered that the negotiations between the Machzike Hadath
and the United Synagogue regarding joint action to secure a
great Rabbi had failed, owing to the intervention of Lord
Swaythling. The President of the Federation of Synagogucs
objected to the United Synagogue negotiating with the Mach-
zike Hadath because that Congregation was affiliated to the
Burial Society of the Federation. The United Synagogue
thereupon broke off negotiations. The action of Lord Swayth-
ling was strongly condemned by the Meeting’.
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It is obvious that neither Lord Swaythling nor the Honorary Offi-
cers of the United Synagogue appreciated the distinction between
the Spitalficlds Great Synagogue and the Machzike Hadath Com-
munity, ‘some of whom were not members of the Federation’.

Following on this meeting, invitations were extended to scveral
eminent Russian Rabbis, and two or three candidates had already
visited London, when the first World War broke out in August
1914 and brought matters to a temporary close.

In the meantime, Dr. Joseph Herman Hertz had been elected, in
1973, as Chief Rabbi, Dr. Adler having died two years previously.
This change of regime did not immediately bring about any amelio-
ration in the relationship of the official Community with the Mach-
zike Hadath, while it seems that pressure was exerted on Dr. Jung to
relinquish his temporary tenure of the office of Rav. The following
isa copy of a letter sent by my father to Dr. Jung on July 2nd, 1915:

Dear Dr. Jung,

Ihave received your letter resigning the temporary position
you have honorarily held as Rav of the Machzike Hadath
since the demise of the late Rav, Rabbi Werner. This has quite
unnerved me, so much so, that it is with difficulty that I am
able to write these few lines. I cannot find words to express my
feelings. I must beg of you kindly to withdraw your letter
of resignation as I cannot possibly see how in present circum-
stances I am to accept it having in view the welfare of the
Machzike Hadath of which work you have been the mainstay for
ncarly three years. As you are aware it is impossible now to
find anyone to succeed you with regard to Shechita and
Shochtim and any religious or moral question of the Machzike
Hadath. Iam preparef to do all that lies in my power that you
shall have full control. I beg of you on your part to overlook
the political obstacles which have becn causecﬁJ through no

fault of the Machzike Hadath.
Tam, dear Dr. Jung,
Yours respectfully,
B. L. Deichowsky.



86 A FORTRESS IN ANGLO-JEWRY

The ‘political obstacles’, howcver, proved insurmountable and
Dr. Jung withdrew from the scene. But a solution soon came from
an unexpected dircction. The sudden declaration of War in 1914
had caused a very cminent Rabbi from Palestine to become strand-
cd in Switzerland where he had been attending a confcrence, so
that hc was unablc to retumn to the Holy Land. Learning of this,
my father invited him to come to London as Rav of the Machzike
Hadath for the duration of the war. How great was the delight of
Orthodox Jewry when the news spread that Rabbi Avraham
Yitzchak Kook, Rav of Jaffa, was coming to England, where he
was to stay from 1916 to 1919. (Platc IX, facing p. 80).

This great luminary of learning and famous figure in world
Jewry was given a tremendous welcome on his arrival in this coun-
try. His modesty and his constant desire to think only good of all
people, made him a noble example of the eminent man. His pre-
sence scrved to enhance still further the great prestige of the Mach-
zike Hadath and many were the thanks accorded to my father for
having brought him here.

Despite the War, there was a complete revival of the Synagogue’s
former glory which had been somewhat in abeyance for three
years. I recall, for instance, the scencs of religious fervour on Shemini
Atzeret evening when circuics of the Siphrei Torah were made after
Mdariv in conformity with Palestinian custom. In this ceremony
most of the participants were Chassidim from ‘Black Lion Yard’,
fortified by a number of the Rav’s own fellow countrymen.

Rabbi Kook was actively interested in furthering orthodox ob-
servance and took cvery opportunity to strengthen Kashruth. The
text of a warning on Kashruth, in Hebrew and Yiddish, published
in his name, will be found on p. xlviii.

Of the many scrvices that Rabbi Kook rendered traditional
Judaism in Great Britain, one in particular, was outstanding. When
food difficulties were at their worst during the first World War, the
question arose of giving a special permission for rice to be eaten
during Passover and Dr. Hertz asked Rabbi Kook’s advice on the
matter. Instcad of venturing an opinion, Rabbi Kook’s typically
modcst answer was “Who am I, that you ask mcto advisc 2 Youhave
in England so many learned Rabbanim both in London and in
the Provinces, why not ask them?’ And so for the first time the
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Chief Rabbi convened a Conference of Ruabbis to discuss a religious
problem. In fact, a negative decision was reached on the question of
rice, but the significance of this Conference cannot be over-
emphasiscd. It mustbe remembered that hithertothe Rabbanim had
been regarded disparagingly as “forcign Rabbis’; at one time they
were cven termed ‘uncultivated and uncivilised’ people. A few ycars
previously these Rabbanim had held a conference in Leeds to con-
sider (indcpendently of the Chief Rabbinate) the important relig-
ious problems of the day, and were of course treated by the official
Community with the usual disdain, although those who took part
included Rabbis Bloch (Birmingham), Daiches (Leeds), Hillman
(Glasgow),Hurwitz (Sunderland), Rabbinowitz{Liverpool), Schon-
feld (London), and Yoftcy (Manchester). Now for the very first
time they were being accorded proper status. This achievement of
Rabbi Kook marked a turning point in Anglo-Jewish history.

His whole-hearted devotion to the cause of Orthodoxy was of
greater value since it bore the hall-mark of absolutc sincerity of
purpose, which was the more cvident because of the transient
nature of the post he held. He formed a very closc friendship with
the Machzike Hadath and particu]arly with my father with whom
he corresponded for many years afterwards.

Rabbi Kook’s unbounded enthusiasm for Eretz Isracl, always re-
fected in his wonderful orations, was a great inspiration to all lovers
of Zion. The famous Balfour Declaration in November 1917,
made him the more impatient for the end of the war when he could
return to the Promised Land. With the tcrmination of hostilities
he was able to re-establish contact with Palestinc and by the time
the Peace Treaty was signed in July, 1919, when he was able to ar-
range for his return, he already had knowledge that he would be
elected Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem.

Before his departure from England, Rabbi Kook addressed a
Jetter of thanks to the Committee of the Machzike Hadath, dated
11th Ab, 5679 (1919), reproduced and transcribed on pp.157 and xlv,
in which he expressed his appreciation and admiration of the work
of that Community and the hope that ‘there will always be pcace
betwecn them and the General Community, and that the official
Chicf Rabbinate will always recognise the justice of their aim and
not oppose any of their requests for further improvement in the
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standard of Kashruth and religious observance”. A copy of a letter
from my father congratulating Rabbi Kook on his appointment as
Chicf Rabbi in Jerusalem, dated x¢n o 5679 and a reply thereto
from Rabbi Kook, dated 15th Ellul, are also given on pp. xlvi-xlvii
and 158. In addition, a further letter from Rabbi Kook, addressed to
the Machzike Hadath, dated 24th Adar 11, 5681, aéknowledging
telegraphic congratulations on his appointment as Chief Rabbi of
the Holy Land, is reproduced and transcribed on pp- 159 and xlviii.
The different letter-headings show the changes in the status of
Rabbi Kook during this period.

Rabbi Kook visited London again several years later, in 1924,
when passing through England on his return to Jerusalem after
having been to the U.S.A. Irecall a cable arriving at that time from
Sir Herbert Samuel, then High Commissioner for Palestine, ad-
dresscd to Rabbi Kook at the Machzike Hadath asking him to be
prepared to be received officially by the King, perhaps to reccive
personally from His Majesty the award of the C.B.E. that had al-
rcady been bestowed upon him. Unfortunately, the Court was not
in London at the time, and the interview could not take place.
Anglo-Jewry, however, arranged a number of special functions in
his honour during his short stay here. I well remember the impres-
sive opening words used by the Chicf Rabbi, Dr. Hertz, in wel-
coming him at a reception held by the Mizrachi Federation at the
Portman Rooms:

‘Avraham Yitzchak HaCohen Kook, yaw 13 S

After Rabbi Kook’s departure in 1919, the Machzike Hadath
were again faced with the problem of finding a Rav. The two pre-
vious occupants of the post having been of outstanding merit made
the selection of a suitable successor still more difficult. My father
entered into correspondence with the famous Rabbi Chayim Ozcr
Grodzensky of Vilna who gave him much assistance in the matter,
In 1921, Iaccompanied my father on a visit to Poland where we met
Rabbi Grodzensky and the Chafetz Chayim in Vilna, and Rabb;
Kahana in Warsaw, in connection with this question. It was further-
more also through the assistance of Reb Chayim Ozer that the
Machzike Hadath were enabled to secure the services of the Rev.
Mendel Kremer as its Chazan, and we met him, too, whilst we were
in Warsaw. The following year my father travelled with David
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Frost to Lithuania for the similar purpose of finding a suitable Rav.
Theyinterviewcda number of Rabbis but nothing tangibleresulted.

A factor which played some part in the difficulty of sccuring a
suitable candidatc was some opposition from the London Beth D@n.
As previously mentioned, that body had not been too happy with
the existence of the Machzike Hadath, and when therefore, in 1919,
my father, belicving that the news would please the Dayanim,
informed them that the well-known Rabbi Avraham Ber Shapiro
of Kovno was on his way to London as a candidate, it was subse-
quently learned that he had been persuaded to give up the idea of
coming to London, and he returned to Kovno although he had by
that time already reached Amsterdam. Some years later, in 1929,
Rabbi Yehuda Leib Fajn of Slonim, was actually appointed as Rav,
the appointment having even been approved by the Chicf Rabbi,
but he withdrew without taking up his officc.

As year followed year the situation had become increasingly dif-
ficult. During this ime Rabbi Dr. Victor Schonfeld of the Adath
Yisroel Synagogue had been unofficially supervising the Machzike
Hadath Shechita without the consent of the Board of Shechita.
Rabbi Schonfeld stood completcly outside the jurisdiction of the
Chief Rabbi and having scen the unkind trcatment that the Mach-
zike Hadath was recciving at the hands of the Board of Shechita
and the Beth Din, as well as the hostility that was shown him per-
sonally, he was stimulated to extend the scope of liis own activities
on behalf of traditional Judaism. He was able to persuade his Con-
gregation to acquire a Burial Ground at Enfield in 1924 and to
establish a new organisation, the Union of Orthodox Hebrew Con-
gregations, to which other synagogues werc invited to affiliate. Thus
> sew Orthodox force was created in Anglo-Jewry. It was only
after this, that the Chief Rabbi and Beth Din officially agreed to
allow Dr. Schonfeld to supervise the Shechita of the Machzikc Ha-
dath, in order that he could “satisfy his own congregation’.

Dr. Schonfeld had no differences with the Machzike Hadath with
whose leaders he maintained the friendliest relations. On the con-
trary, he sought to cement the original ties that once existed be-
tween the leading members of both bodies. Having myself been
President of the Union and a close friend of Rabbi Schonfeld, I am
able to speak with intimate knowledge of his policy and intentions.
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I recall an occasion in 1928 when my friends and I were instrument-
al in sccuring the election of Mr. Elsley Zeitlyn as Chairinan of the
Shechita Committec of the Board of Deputies, a post which he still
holds. This occurred during the long fight with the Chicf Rabbin-
ate and the United Synagogue over the wording of the cxemption
clause for Shechita in the Slaughter of Animals Bill, when an at-
tempt was being made to place the monopoly of the licensing of
Shochtim in the hands of the Chief Rabb;. Mr. J. Morris Lissack,
the then President of the Board of Shechita, was also Chairman of
the Dcputies’ Shechita Committec, which had at times to sit in
Judgment on the other body. It was as though the Chairman of
the Rating and Assessment Committec of a Borough Council was
also Chairman of its Appeals Committee. It was thercfore import-
ant that M. Lissack should no longer be at the head of the Depu-
tics’ Committee. When I informed Dr. Schonfeld of the successful
result of our cfforts, I remember his saying to me that I was con-
tinuing the work of my grandfather, Reb Aba Werner, who would
have rejoiced at the news.

Rabbi Dr. Schonfeld made cvery endeavour to bring the Mach-
zike Hadath into full alliance with him, but although, as I often
heard my father say, they had complete confidence in him person-
ally, they were not so sure about some of his supporters and wecre,
therefore, reluctant to commit themselves for the future. At that
period the Machzike Hadath were also experiencing difficulties at
the hands of the Federation of Synagogucs, which was then being
administered autocratically, and they werc therefore secking alter-
native burial facilities. The Machziké Hadath had already purchased
over threc acres of frechold land near Montaguc Road, Edmonton,
when Dr. Schonfeld proposed to them that they should become
Joint-owners with the Adath Yisroel of the latter’s burial ground
at Enfield. This they were not anxious to do, since they were in-
terested only in acquiring a burial ground for their own members.
But Dr. Schonfeld was persistent and although he agreed event-
ually to sell to the Machzike Hadath one acre of land, he also put
into the agreement various additional options including one en-
abling the Machzike Hadath to become equal partners in the whole
burial ground, such options to be exercised within twelve months.
Soon after the agreement was drawn up, but before it was ratified
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by the Adath Yisroel, Rabbi Schonfeld became seriously ill and
passed away on Ist Tebeth, 5690 (1st January, 1930) at the carly age
of forty-nine. The agrcement, with minor amendments, was en-
dorsed by the Adath about onc month later, whereupon the Mach-
zike Hadath disposed of the land they had previously bought at
Edmonton.

The first use to which this acre of burial ground at Enficld, now
belonging to the Machzike Hadath, was put, was for a most un-
usual purpose. A scrious fire had occurred in the Spitalfields Great
Synagogue in March, 1930, which mainly affected the Beth Hame-
drash. (Photographs on Plate X11, facing p. 7). Several Siphrei
Torah as well as volumes of Talmud and Responsa werc scorched
or burnt and the remmants werc given sacred burial. The following
report appearcd in The Tiies on 215t July, 1930:

‘Hundreds of Orthodox Jews from all parts of London gath-
cred at the Adath Yisroel Cemectery at Enfield yesterday, when
remmnants of sacred scrolls which were partially destroyed by
a firc at the Spitalficlds Great Synagoguc were buried.

‘According to ancient Jewish ritual these remnants of sacred
Books of the Law were cncased in an carthenware vessel; this
was lowcred into a grave six feet square and five feet deep.
Special prayers, rarely heard by Jews in this country, wcre
recited as the carth was thrown into the grave until the vessel
was hidden from view. It was the first time such a ccremony
had been performed in this country.

‘Mr. Deichowsky, the President of the Spitalficlds Syna-
gogue saidto a reporter” the ceremony dates back to the cradle
of the Jewish race. The idca is that the Scrolls, which arc Holy
Writ, are sacred, and when they arc damaged, proper respect
must be shown. They must not be cast away casually, but must
receive reverent burial! 7’

Following the tragic death of the universally respected Rabbi
Victor Schonfeld, both communities were without a Rav, and
the leaders of the Machzike Hadath thought that this was perhaps
the propitious moment for the two communities to join forces, and
they decided to exercise the option of full partnership which the
late Rav had so desired. Unfortunately, the misgivings the Mach-
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zike Hadath had always felt during the early negotiations proved
only too well-founded, for those in charge of the destinics of the
Adath during 1930 either did not understand or deliberately op-
posed the intcntion of their late Rav. The Agreement which the
Adath had ratified but six months carlier was not honoured and
the option was not confirmed. The Machzike Hadath who were
anxious only for friendly co-operation did not, of course, insist on
their legal rights, but the clock had been put back!

Since then events have followed a somewhat different course.
‘Machzike Hadath’ has become no more than a name to most of the
members of the Adath Yisroel Synagoguc, and very few even
among its leaders, are awarc that the Shechita now used in London
for Kedassia purposes is none other than the Shechita of the Mach-
zike Hadath. On the other hand, the friendship between the Mach-
zikc Hadath and the ‘Adath’ has been maintained. The Shechita is
still being temporarily supcrvised by the Rabbi of the Adath Yisroel
Synagogue and, in recent years, co-operation has been extended
in other directions.

The post of Rav of the Machzike Hadath is, however, still vacant,
for although Rabbi Yechezkiel Abramsky (Platc XTI, facing p. 96),
world-famous for his Talmudic scholarship, was appointed as its
Spiritual Head in 1932, he joined the London Beth Din some thrce
years later. Rabbi Abramsky contributed greatly to the mainten-
ance of the high standard of the Machzike Hadath. The scholarly
Shiurim he conducted regularly in the Synagogue both beforc and
after he became a Dayan were highly appreciated and attracted very
large audiences of both old and young. This, however, brings us
to the realm of contemporary history and the details are outside the
scope of this work.



CHAPTER XII
PERSONALIA

A_ NY description of the Machzike Hadath would be incomplete

without a reference to those who have served the Synagogue

in their various capacities. Among those who had a major

share in moulding the form into which the Machzike Hadath de-

veloped, special mention must again be made of two persons. Isaac

Wolf Metchik, with his great administrative ability had laid the

foundation of the Kehilla, while it was Ya'acov Zinkin who was the
architect of the character and tradition of the Synagogue.

I first knew Metchik when I was a small boy. He was a short,
broad-built man with a well-brushed full beard turning grey. In
1909, he left to settle in America, and I saw him again in New York
1n 1943, when he was in his g4th year. He wasstill fullyactive, as agile
as a young man, and in fact, still earning his livelihood as the Secret-
ary of a Jewish Institution. When he celebrated his hundredth
birthday in 1949, he told the New York Times that “The study of
Talmud and Hebrew Literature is a fountain of eternal youth’.

My personal recollections of Zinkin are very few, but I do know
what a tower of strength he was in regard to strict observance, He
really lived for the Synagogue and for many years conducted Shiur-
im daily in Bible and Talmud, all without monetary reward. At
times, when there were insufficient funds, he even paid from his
own pocket the rent which was due. He objected to the slightest
departure from accepted custom. He was against having a choir,
preferring a Reader who was at the same time scholar, and he
opposed any ostentation connected with office, such as a Wardens’
Box. He passed away in 191 and made provision in his will for the
great charitable worK of Geruiilath Chessed, which he had introduced
into the Synagogue, to continue in every detail. He cven bequeathed
a sum for the maintenance of a supply of snuff for those who attend-
ed the Shiurim!

Among the several Honorary( Officers, high tribute must be paid

93)
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to Leizer Berg, who was ‘Warden of the Synagogue over a period
of more than twenty ycars. Already in the Booth Street days, Berg
had assumed a lcading position. Calm and temperate in manner,
he was universally respected for his quict sincerity.

The Congregation was always fortunate in its officials, all of
whom carried out their different duties with personal devotion.
Apart from the Rav, the man who can do most to make welcome
any newcoiner or visitor in 2 Shool such as the Machzike Hadath, is
the Shatnmas. There werc five Shanmassits during the period under
review: Reb Feivel, Reb Chayim Miller, Reb Velvel Ouspetter
Reb Moshe Elkonowitz and Reb Vankel Bretstcin. Each was a
character in his own way. About Reb Feivel L have very few details.
His successor, Reb Chayim, with his ponderous tread, slow and de-
liberate movement, and very serious about his duties, stood out in
marked contrast to Reb Velvdl, his assistant, who was agile, quick-
witted and possessed a happy disposition and ready anticipation of
the wishes of any member or visitor. Reb Velvel was also the per-
sonal attendant of Rabbi Werner, and in the early days of complete
scparatism hc also discharged the functions of Shliach Beth Din, in
connection with Gittin, etc. He retired in 1935 after thirty-five
years’ scrvice with the Machzike Hadath and is now, at the ripe old
age of ninety still happily active asa resident in the Home for Aged
Jews, where he has become elevated to the office of President of the
Synagogue of that Institution. It was very gratifying to sec him at
the reconsecration of the Machzike Hadath Synagogue in 1951
when he was fittingly invited to open the Ark, and his alertness,
dapper appearancc and upright bearing on that occasion were a
source of much pleasure to all present. Morris Elkonowitz, who
succeeded Reb Chayim when he retired for reasons of health in
1914, was very capable and soon endcared himsclf to all by his af-
fability. He is now living out of London. Reb Yankel, of quite a
different temperament, commenced his duticsin 1916, but was soon
able to acclimatise himself and was well liked by all for his easy
humour. He recently retired on account of advancing years.

During its long cxistence the Synagogue has had only two per-
manent Chazanim. Moshe Ogus (father of Reuben Ogus), who
functioned almost from the very beginning, had a melodious tenor
voice and lent great dignity to the Scrvice which he always ren-
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dered with devout inspiration. He also acted as Shochet in the
early years. He dicd shortly before the first World War, and there
was a hiatus of several years during which visiting Chazanim offici-
ated for the Yamim Norayim. Among these was the well-known
Chazan Gussman of Moscow (1914). Menachem Mendel Kremer,
who filled the post in 1922, was admired and respected by all. His
pleasant singing and excellent interpretation of the liturgical hymms,
as well as his kindly and modest disposition and friendly naturc, cn-
deared him to everyone who was fortunate enough to know him.
In addition to his outstanding qualities as a Chazan he was also a
Talmudic scholar and took the greatest delight in conducting the
daily ‘Blatt Gemara’ which he did for twenty-eight years. In this
he was probably unique, combining the functions of Rabbi and
Cantor. His premature death in 1950 at the age of fifty-five years
deprived the Congregation of an irreplaccable officiant of a very
high order.

The clear reading of the Torah and Prophets was always one of
the special fcatures of the Machzike Hadath Shool. Zalman David
Share performed the duties of Ba’al K'riah for thirty years with ad-
mirable precision and his tuneful voice was casily audible through-
out the large building. His cnunciation was peculiarly suited to the
acoustics of the lofty Synagogue which re-echoed the overtones of
his resonant voice. Special mention must also be made of Lippe
Pearlman (father of Moshe Pearlman, the Isracl writer) who acted in
a voluntary capacity as Ba’al K’riah for many years. He intoned the
reading with great feeling and sincerity. Mr. Pearlman who has
been a member of the Committee for many years, now lives in
another locality, and East London is denied the benefit of his splen-
did services as Ba’al K’riah.

Another loyal scrvant of outstanding integrity was the Secretary,
Sholom Leizer Lipschitz, a modest man and retiring in manner,
who acted in this capacity for over thirty years until his sudden
death in 1935. He saw the Synagoguc through its most difficult as
well as its better days, and was always devising and preparing plans
for its progress. He never courted publicity but was, in truth, the
man behind the scenes.

There have been several Maggidin in the Shool, of whom Reb
Danicl HaCohen, was outstanding. He was on the scene at the very
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inception of the Synagogue, when it was still in Commercial Road,
and he, more than any other Maggid, by his famous homiletical dis-
courses aroused enthusiasm and support for the idea which gave
birth to the Machzike Hadath Community.

Another interesting personality who must be included in this
brief survey was the man who made it his life’s mission to recite
Psalms—the Tehillim Zogger. Every Sabbath afternoon after Min-
cha, he would take up his position in a corner of the Synagogue
where, surrounded by a coterie of enthusiasts, he recited Tehillim
continuously, until Md’ariv. Few knew his identity — he was just
the Tehillim Zogger—and as such, became part of the fabric of
the Synagogue. Yitzchak Mordechai Wein, for that was his name,
still carried on his holy task when an octogenarian. He died in 1932.

Last, but by no means least, [ come to my colleague Harris Ritten-
berg Gedalla. It is he who is to-day the king-pin of the Congrega-
tion. Always in attendance from early dawn till late at night and
in full command of every activity, he protects every interest of the
Synagogue. Whether it be the taking of a Service, the reading of
the Torah, or conducting a Shiur, Mr. Gedalla is always ready. Very
few pcople can ever know how much the Synagogue as well as the
Talmud Torah are indebted to him also for his tireless energy in col-
lecting funds. And with all this selfless and ccascless effort he is the
most unassuming of men, ever declining any recognition or ex-
pression of gratitude for his outstanding decds. He was very near to
my father who held him in high regard and friendship. They always
worked in close co-operation and invariably had an identity of out-
look. His long and varied cxperience has stood me in good stead
and his sincerity and devotion ﬁavc always evoked my admiration.
No one could ever wish for a more loyal friend and colleague.

But none of the above could ever have succeeded were it not for
the devoted numbers of truly orthodox and obscrvant Jews who
sought and found the true expression of thir religious conviction
within the Machzike Hadath. Men who, after having worked all
day, would come first to the Synagogue for Mincha or Ma’ariv
followed by a Shiur in Mishnah or Gemara before going home for
a very late evening meal. These God-fearing men were the true
Jewish intellectuals, and it was their faith and inspiration which
built the Machzike Hadath.



Rabbi Yechezkiel Abramsky, xv"5w, Rav of the Machzike Hadatl,
1932-1935 (Sketch by Henoch Lieberman, 195 I)
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CHAPTER XIII
WHAT OF THE FUTURE:

HERE can be no doubt that the efforts of the original
pioneers of the Machzike Hadath paved the way for their de-
scendants and for those who have since arrived further to

enhance the prestige of orthodoxy throughout Anglo-Jewry. But
advance has been far too difficult and slow, if the trend towards
Reform and assimilation is to be stopped. For there is still 2 very
large vacuum in the Community surrounded by an almost impreg-
nable wall, totally impervious to the crying need for the dynamic
intensification of orthodox endeavour. And this large vacuum ex-
ists in the very centre of affairs in the management of the Anglo-
Jewish body politic. Efforts at progress or improvement in religious
matters constantly come up against this nineteenth century hier-
archy, which although extremely capable administratively leaves
mucK to be desired in the religious sphere. It should be remembered
that the members of the United Synagogue to-day are in the main
the sons and grandsons of orthodox immigrants, and appreciate far
more than did those of a few decades ago the need for stricter con-
formity to traditional Jewish practice. The leadership, however, has
remained static and is no longer fully representative of the rank and
file. There is still a great need therefore for constant vigilance and
activity on the part of sincerely orthodox Jews. This is all the more
imperative becausc there can now be no expectation of any further
large immigration of orthodox Jews to revitalise the Community,
suci as has occurred three times during the past seventy years. In
addition, the Community is suffering the loss of a substantial num-
ber of its more orthodox members, old and young, who have becn
leaving to take up permanent residence in Israel.

The question, however, is—whether this vigilance and activity
should be carried out from within the larger Community, or from
without. The Machzike Hadath by the nature of their agreement
stand inside the camp, perhaps I(lOt quite inside, but within never-
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theless. Because of the trcatment of the Machzike Hadath in the
past by official bodies, a separatist movement has been created, the
Adath Yisroel, now enlarged into the Union of Orthodox Hebrew
Congregations. Although their respective programmcs and me-
thods have in recent decades become quite different, there isan iden-
tity of aims between the Machzike Hadath and the Union, namely
to improve the standards of religious knowledge and observance
throughout the Community. The continuance of an obstructive at-
titude on the part of the leaders of the official Community towards
strict orthodoxy can only serve to strengthen the resolve and, there-
fore, the power of the Union.

In an address, prior to his recent departure on a pastoral visit to
the Antipodes, the Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Israel Brodie, stated that he
felt it to be the function of the Chicf Rabbinate to make itself cog-
nisant of all orthodox activity in each section of the Community,
whether it formally recognised the Chief Rabbi or not, and to sup-
port such activity. This welcome declaration stands out in marked
contrast to the attitude of some of his predccessors, and is indicative
of a gathering of strength of traditional Jewish forces. The London
Beth Din have their own problems but have nevertheless done
‘much to stimulate orthodox practice in recent years in spite of great
difficulty. Yet it must be remembered that their constitution is
built up on not very firm ground. It is to be hoped therefore that
they will also encourage in every way thosc who are in reality en-
gaged in the common cause for an orthodox renaissance.

As for the Machzike Hadath Community, their activitics have
been considerably reduced in rccent years as result of two main
factors. Principally because the East End has been denuded of most
of its population and particularly of the more orthodox Jews who
have migrated to other areas and no longer live in such concentra-
tion as before, and furthermore, because the Machzike Hadath have
been without a Rav for so long. In conscquence, many of their
functions have becn shared temporarily with the Adath Yisroel and
the Union of Orthodox Hebrew Congregations.

With its constant Services and Shiurim, the Spitalﬁelds Great

Synagogue still serves a very real purpose on week-days (the East

14. The Synagoguews miraculously saved from bombing during the lastWar, buildings
on cither side having been completely destroyed. Tt suffered some war damage, how-
ever, and after repair and redecoration it was again reconsecrated on June 3rd, 19513 the
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End being now mainly a Jewish commercial area), but it is poorly
attended on Sabbaths. It is therefore con templated opening a branch
synagogue of the Machzike Hadath Community in North-West
London, where a site has already been acquired. It is hoped that a
sufficiently strong nucleus of conscientious Jews will come forward
there and erect a House of Prayer as well as of Study in the real
Machzike Hadath tradition.

Such a development combined with the appointment of a dis-
tinguished Rav of great scholarship and ability, a Gadol, could be-
come the rallying point for all sincerely orthodox forces to strive
under his authoritative guidance for the advancement of traditional
Judaism.

Now that I pen these final words, I should like to address myself to
the younger generation to whom many of the events I have record-
cd arc remote and must appcar to be a matter of mutual wrangling
over trifles of procedure or the granting of licences. But such cap
cqually be said of the early strivings of all great minorities, until
they had succeeded in achieving their dearly-won privileges.

Little do some of the younger clement—and most of the new-
comers to this country—rcalisc the epic fight and the struggle of
their forerunners and the inspiration which motivated them which
breathed anew a real spirit of Judaism into what was fast becoming
an arid community.

Many fruitful developments have occurred since those early
years. Various organisations have been established to protect and to
advance traditional Jewish practice and observance. This has becn
most marked in the sphere of Hebrew and religious cducation. For,
the view expressed over forty years ago by Rabbi Wemner that ‘the
weak spot of Judaismin England is thelack of study’isunfortunately
still true. Jewish education has certainly been carried to a more ad-
vanced stagc than previously, and the institution of Jewish Day
Schools is helping to solve matters in a more practical manner. But
Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Brodie, officiated and delivered an inspiring addrcss, and the opening
ceremony was performed by Dr, Israel Feldman.,

The ncw border decorations on the walls and ceilings are worthy of mention, and are
probably unique. They are based on themes of the Tabcrnacle and incotporatc the compo-
nent parts of the Menorah (Goblet, Knot and Flower) and an aktermation of Bells and
Pormegranates, with emblems, in the corners of the cciling, of the Shofar and Trumpets,

symbolising the Temple Service, and a Scroll and a Book representing the Written and
Oral Law respectively. Photograph on Plate IV, facing p. 33.
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much still remains to be done, in this and other fields, if we are to
regard the future with greater confidence.

Since the recent European holocaust, which left in its wake the
destruction of the fountains of Jewish learning, the Jews of England
have a greater responsibility than ever to repair the deficiences of the
past; and it is chiefly upon our youth that this heavy responsibility
must fall.

There is to-day, despite all the pessimists, a growing s mpathy
and a greater understanding of the values and the possibilities of a
real orthodoxy in Anglo-Jewry. This is primarily due to the in-
spired founders of the Machzike Hadath, who acted as a stimulus,
and whose example of truly orthodox Judaism has influenced

Anglo-Jewry far beyond the confines of the Metropolis.
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Extracts from Minutes of Board of Shechita Meeting held on 19th Nov.

‘Machazeka
Hadoss’

Licence
Form

1891 (see p. 34)

‘The annexed letter from the Chief Rabbi in ref-
ercnce to the Society “Machazeka Hadoss” was read,
and after a statement by the Revd. Dr. Adler as to the
steps the Ecclesiastical Authorities had deemed it
necessary to take in the matter, it was resolved :

“That the Board thanks the Ecclesiastical Authori-
ties for their action with respect to the butcher-shops
opened by the Society “Machazeka Hadoss” and that
the Board assures the Ecclesiastical Authorities of its
support in dealing with this matter.

“The following suggested alterations in the list of
rules and regulations printed on the back of the form
of licence were approved, and it was ordercd that
they be embodied in all future licences:

.. .“The following new Clause to be added and
numbered 6: Whenever the services of a Shomer
shall be required by the Ecclesiastical Authorities in
the shop of a butcher, such butcher shall pay to the
Board weekly a sum of not less than 30s. per week
for the services of the Shomer. . .’

Copy of letter from the Chief Rabbi to Samuel Montagu, annexed to the
above Minites. Office of the Chief Rabbi,

Dear Mr. Montagu,

22, Finsbury Square,
London, October 20th 5652

Isaw the representatives of the ‘Chevra Machazeka Hadoss’
on Tuesday last. I convinced them that since the appointment of
Mr. Lipman as supervisor no possible objection could be taken on

(x03)
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the scorc of perfect ‘Koshereth’ (sic) and I also told them that we
should have no objection to grant licences to butchers of their own
choice, they exercising the most rigorous supervision. Since then
I have received a letter from their leader Mr. Metzick of 130
Commercial Road formulating claims of a different character.
They ask that the Congregation or the Board of Shechitah should
pay £3 a week to a Mr. Werner, whom they have appointed as
their ‘Moreh Zedck’, who shall have liberty to supervise matters
relating to Shechitah, that an additional yard for slaughtering
poultry be opened, that two new Shochetim be appointed with
the sanction of their Rabbi, and that eight or ten butchers be
licensed who will act in conformity with their statutes. I'see no
objection to the opening of a sccond slaughter yard. As the new
points which this Chevrah raiscs are in a great measure matters
of finance I think it advisable that you should see the leaders.
Mir. Metzick is the head of the Hope Street Chevrah. I would
likewise suggest that you see Mr. Hertz.
Believe me,
Yours very truly,
H. ADLER.

A Translation of the Letter drafted by Dr. Hermann Adler and addressed
to Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan Spector of Kovtio (see pp. 37 and xvi)

Eve of the Holy Sabbath, Vayera, 5652.
(Corresponding to Nov. 20th, 1891).

May the Lord ordain peace to my dear friend, the truly great
Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan, Ab Beth Din of Kovno.

I should not have troubled him, but I desire briefly to inform his
Eminence that some Russian and Polish Jews have risen up, calling
themselves Chevrath Machzike Hadath, have taken as their Rabbi
a certain man named Avraham Aba Werner from the town of
Tels, and have appointed for themsclves a Shochet and opened
shops to sell ritually slaughtered meat; and thereby they have
breached the fence whjcﬁ the great Rabbis of former years had
sct up. We have already forbidden this Shechita.

His Eminence will realise, in his wisdom, the serious situation
which may develop, God forbid, if some Russian and Polish Jews
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separate themselves from the Kehilla. For it is known to his
Eminence how much the practice of charity has advanced among
us, and should the disputc spread, the members of the Community
would turn away from them and would no longer work on their
behalf nor for the bentfit of our unfortunate co-religionists.

Would his Eminence, therefore, be pleased to write me a few
lines to approve the interdict issucd by me and by my Beth Din,
and that no man in England should dare to perform Shechita
without my permission and that of my Beth Din, viz. our
csteemed Rabbis, Jacob Reinowitz and Bernard Spiers. Further-
more, should any wicked persons dare to libel the Shechita here,
would he please not believe nor listen to them. For justas the
Shechita was carried out in the days of my esteemed father, of
blessed memory, so it is now, and we watch with open cyes over
everything thatis done. In addition, we havca supervisor, the Rosh
Hashochtim, Rcb Nahum Lipman; and all our aims are to
strengthen the prestige of the Torah and religion.

Text of Letter from Rabbi Dr. Salomon Brever, as published in the
Jewisu WoRLD, 4th Dec. 1891 (see p. 38)

Dear Sir,
You ask me the following questions:

1 Isit permitted to have confidence in the amgn of a PInN
which tacitly allows butchers to sell 25n to Jewish customers;
further, which allows butchers to sell meat which hasnot
been porged, or which, although over three days old, has not
been properly wetted as ws meat:

2 If ina place where there is a 17 3 (such as described
in 1), some religious persons join together and engage
stricely religious aomw under the supervision of a pious a1,
in order to provide themselves with 9ws mcat, has the
1713 the right to declare such meat as mox, and may such
meat be eaten after having been prohibited by the said p a2

My answer to these questions is:

1 Itisobvious thata 972 which hasso little control over
the sale of meat that 3%n and other forbidden parts can be
sold to Jews, is entirely unsuitable to exercise a supervision
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which is reliable from a religious point of view, and that the
amwn of such a 973 cannot be trusted.

2 According to’x 7 ¥ cvery 9’3 has the right to
prohibit meat of animals killed by any vmw to whom it has
given no authorisation, but only in places wherc the moenw is
strictly swn. Where this is not the case the cfforts of those
who endcavour to provide 9w> meat only, descrve to be
praiscd and the meat provided by them may be caten with-
out hesitation.

With greatest respect,

(signed) Rabbincr Dr. Breuer
Frankfurt on the Main,
28th Marcheshvan $652.

Extracts from Minutes of Board of Shechita Meeting held on 10th Mar.
1892 (sce p. 42)

“The following report was made by the Chief Rabbi as to the ac-
tion taken by the Ecclesiastical Authoritics with regard to butchers
unlicensed by the Board:

“““At the [ast Mecting of the Shechita Board it was my duty to
inform you that certain persons styling themselves Members of the
Society ‘Machazeki Hadoss” had engaged Shochetim who did not
hold our s123p, and that several shops had been opened by butchers
who were not licensed by the Board and ourselves.

““As there was not the slightest guarantee that these Shochetim
werc competent, we had no alternative but, in accordance with our
religious law, to declare the meat prepared by such Shochetim to
be trifah and forbidden to be eaten by Jews. This announcement,
fortificd by similar declarations spontaneously sent us by the most
ctninent Rabbis of Russia in consequence of statements that had ap-
peared in the Jewish newspapers, had the effcct of greatly reducing
the number of unlicensed shops, so that at present only one shop is
open, doing as I have been credibly informed, but a small amount
of business . ..”

‘A deputation from the Society ‘“Machazcki Hadoss’’, consisting
of Messrs. Loewenstein, Michael Levy, Hamburger and Metzyck
attended by invitation, and represented that while they were willing
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that the Society should place itself under the Ecclesiastical Authori-
ties, they werc determined to maintain their own independence
and organisation, and to keep the Rabbi, Shochetim and Shomer
they had engaged’.

After discussion, it was ‘Resolved that this Board supports the
Ecclesiastical Authorities in their action with regard to unlicensed
butchers, but respectfully requests them to discontinue the distri-
bution of handbills’.

Board of Shechita receives Deputation from Machzike Hadath.
As reported in Jewisu WorLp, t1th March, 1892 (see p. 42)

Messts. L. Loewenstein, Michael Levy, S. Hamburger and I. W.
Metchik, representing the Machzike Hadath were ther admitted
into the room.

In reply to the Chairman, Mr. Loewenstein said the Chevra was
willing to place itself under the Ecclesiastical Authorities, on the
condition they retained their independence. The Chevra had en-
gaged their own Rabbi, their own Shochtim and Shomer and
they were detcrmined to keep them,

THE CHAIRMAN:  For what purpose?

Mg. LoEWENSTEIN:  To satisfy our consciences and to look after
the affairs of Kashruth.

Tue CHAIRMAN:  Did the Board understand that the reliance
which the Chevra placed on the Beth Din
was qualified by the opinion of the gentle-
men the Chevra had appointed 2

MR. M. LEvY interposing said there was not the slightest desire
on the part of the Machzike Hadath to
cause a split in the Community. As far as
the religious question was concerned, Dr.
Adler had expressed himself satisfied. If
now the Board was also satisfied, things
would go on in a friendly way.

Tue CHAIRMAN:  Who would licensc the butchers:
MR. Levy: First the Socicty and finally Dr. Adler.
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Tue CHAIRMAN:  What course would be taken if difference of
opinion arose between the Chevra and the
Ecclesiastical Authorities?

Mr. LEvY: They wished to act in accordance with the
only cstablished Law Book—the Shulchan
Aruch, by which the Ecclesiastical Autho-
rities themselves were also bound. The ob-
ject of the Society was to strengthen the
law as its name implied.

ToE CHARMAN said that it had becn suggested that two Shochtim
should be allocated to the Socicty, under
the Supervision of the Beth Din. Would
that satisfy them?

Mg. Levy: Did that mean that his Chevra should engage
the Shochtim at present employed by the
Shechita Board:

Tue CuammaN:  That would be considered afterwards. The

Board would rather not sec a rival Shechita
Board in London. Would such an arrange-
ment as he proposed satisfy the Chevra?

Mg, Levy said he would lay it before his committee, but he did
not think there was the slightest chance of
their accepting it.

Mz, M. Harr said that while the Board was anxious that the
Chevra should feel satisficd that everything
was done to cnsure Kashruth, it was not
likely that the Board would take any steps
that might lead to a schism in the Commu-

nity.

Mr. M. Levy said that the Chevra had not the slightest desire to
cause schism. They had already come to 2
satisfactory arrangement with the Chief
Rabbi on the religious question. They now
simply asked the Board to withdraw the
pickets and remove the posters. They would
then place themseclves under the Ecclesias-
tical Authorities.
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The Chairman explained that it was the Ecclesiastical Authorities
and not the Board who had taken these measures, and the Board
was bound to support the Ecclesiastical Authorities.

There was some discussion and the deputation then withdrew
after thanking the Chairman,

The Chairman then said that the Chevra evidently desired to es-
tablish an independent Shechita Board, and he would like to be for-
tified with the opinion of M. Van Thal as to the consequences such
a step might entail on the Board’s finances.

Mr. Van Thal replied that the great majority of the butchers
being forcigners would go over to the other Society and about one
half the number of beasts killed under the authority of the Shechita
Board would be slaughtercd by the Chevra.

Eventually on the proposal of Mr. M. Hart, seconded by Mr. N.
Davis, it was resolved: “That this Board supports the action of the
Ecclesiastical Authoritiesin cautioning the publicagainst buying the
meat of butchers not licensed by them, but respectfully requests
them to discontinue the issuing of handbills’.

Minsites of a Special Meeting of the Board of Shechita, held on 11th Aug.
1892 (see p. 52)

‘The Chairman stated that the Society “Machazeke Hadoss”
having opened a slaughter-house for Poultry and were making
charges below those of the Board, he had deemed it necessary to
convene this Mceting to elicit the opinion whether it was desirable
that a reduction should be made by the Board in the fees for killing
Poultry.

‘After consideration it was unanimously Resolved that the charge
by the Board to the Public for killing Poultry be reduced by a
halfpenny, and that in futurc a scal be affixed to each head of
pouftry by the Board’s officials.’

A Translation of the Opening Passages of the Pinkes (see p. 53)

At a General Meeting of our Members held at the Synagogue on
17th Shebat, 5653, it was resolved unanimously, that the Synagogue
should join the Machzike Hadath Community and in the place of
its old name ‘Machzike Shomrei Shabbat’, it shall henceforth be
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known by the name ‘Machzike Hadath and Shomrci Shabbat’ and
shall be governed by the following rules:

I The aim and object of the Synagogue is, as hitherto, to streng-
then the observance of the Jewish Religion and to maintain the
Holy Law by the strict adherence to the Bible, Oral Law and
all traditions.

(1) to kecp the Synagogue open from daybreak until mid-
night frec for anyone wishing to read Prayers, Study the
Law, or recite Psalms,

(b) to encourage the constant presence in the Synagogue of
Learned Men (mn *imb) studying the Torah, as well as to
fix special hours for Talmudic Courses,

() to regard it asa duty to support as far as is possible, neces-
sitous Learncd Men and specially for the Leaders to uphold
the dignity of the Torah,

(d) to beincumbent upon the leaders and also upon all mem-
bers to give all their support to the Machzike Hadath Kchil-
la, in monetary gifts as well as by personal service, but above
all that their Religious mode of life and the observance of
the dictary laws in their homes be strictly in accord with the
guidance of our Rav.

1l The ritual of the Synagogue Services must be strictly in accord
with the Shulchan Aruch and with the customs of the com-
munities of Russia and Poland.

() The Reader’s Desk vy where prayers are chanted by
the Reader, must be close to the Ark, except that in special
circumstances after having received the Rav’s special sanc-
tion, the Reader may officiate from the Bemah,

(b) the Bemah must be in the centre of the Synagogue,

(c) the Rav, Preacher, Reader or Shammas may not wear
such Canonicals which may appear as if in imitation of non-
Jewish Clergy.

I Conditions under which members are admuitted:

() Every Jew obscrving the Sabbath according to the Din,
may join the Synagogueasa Member.
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ABSTRACT OF THE
Beclaration of Trust

appertaining to the purchasc of the Frechold of the

SPITALFIELDS GREAT SYNAGOGUE
and BRICK LANE TALMUD TORAH

(scc p. 76)

@o all to fuhom THESE PRESENTS SHALL

COME

DAVID FROST, of 13, Lime Street, E.C.3.

BENJAMIN LEWIS DEICHOWSKY, of 155, Sand-
ringham Road, E.8.

HENRY BLOOMSTEIN, of 176, Haubury Street, E.1.

MENDEL CHAIKIN, 72/74, Brick Lane, E.1.

WOOLF PAROS, of 242, Cable Streec, E.1.

JOSEPH ROSENSTEIN, of 5o, Parfete Street, E.1.

MORRIS FOX, of 78, Victoria Park R oad, E.o.

JACOB KRIEGER, of 11, Leweston Place, N.16.

MORRIS S HEINBAUM, of 5, Gore Road, E.9.

MORRIS AARON ZABLOTS KY, of 22, Princelet
Street, E.1.

hereinafter called the Original Trustecs,
SEND GREETINGS.

@Ubereas by an indenture dated the 27th day of
December, 1922, the Original Trustecs have purchased
from Charles Foster Ritchie and others, the Buildings
atthecorner of BrickLane and FournierStreet,known
as THE SPITALFIELDS GREAT SYNA-
GOGUE and BRICK LANE TALMUD
TOR AH, and formerly known as the Neuve Eglisc,

Dot these presents tuitness that, in consideration
of the premises, they, the Original Trustees, and each
of them, hercby declare that they, and the survivors
orsurvivor of them, and the executors or administra—
tors of such survivor, or other, the Trustees or Trustce

The Trustees

The Purchase

The Trust
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As regards the
Synagogue

Asregards the
Talmud Torah

Provisions as
to Sale

Sanction of Rav

Consent of
Members

A FORTRESS IN ANGLO-JEWRY

for the time being of these presents, hereinafter called
the Trustees, shall stand, and be seised of, and interest-
ed in the said messuages,tenements and hereditaments,
Upon the trusts following and no others, thatistosay,
Upon trust as to the Synagogue Building, which is
known as the Machzike Hadath and Shomrei Shabbos
Synagogue, to permit the same to be used exclusively
as a House of Prayer and Learning as at present, and
in the truly orthodox Jewish manner, such usage to
be under Lﬁe guidance of the Rav of the Machzike
Hadath,whoshall actin accordance with the Shulchan
Oruch; And as to the messuage No. 59, Brick Lane,
which is now known and used as the Brick Lane Tal-
mud Torah Classes, Upon Trust to permit the same to
be used at all times on strict orthodox lines in accord-
ance with the Shulchan Oruch, asa Talmud Torah or
Yeshiva for Hebrew, Talmud and Jewish Religion:

Probided altwaps chat if on account of pressing

Jewish Communal matters, or for any other reason, a
sale of the said premises is at any time found to be
necessary, such sale shall only be made for the purpose
of providing institutionssimilar to those hereinbefore
described, and to be carried on for the same purposes
and under the same conditions as are hereinbefore
mentioned,

ANDso that before any such sale is made, sanction for
the same shall be obtained from the Rav of the Mach-
zike Hadath, or in case there shall be no Rav of the
Machzike Hadath for the time being, such sanction
shall be obtained in writing from three strict ortho-
dox Rabonim, AND so also that in any case the con-
sent of at least threc-fourths of thc members of the
Synagogue of at least two years’ membership shall be
obtained to such salc at a mecting to be specially con-
vened for the purpose of obtaining such consent as
last aforesaid; Fn tuitness tohereof etc.
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Spitalfields Great Syrnagogue,

@ BRICK LANE, CORNER FOURNIER STREET. ;@
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THE DEbpIicatioN CEREMONY WILL BE SOLEMNIZED BY

RABBI A. WERNER,

OX
Sunday, September 11th., 5658 —-1898.
The Service (Choral) conducted by Rev. A. Perlzweig.
THE SYNAGOGUE WILL BE OPENED BY

LEOPOLD L. LOWENSTEIN, Esq.
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Above, apage from the Pinkes of the Spitalficlds Great Synagogue,
showing the last clause in the Constitution, followed by the endorse-
mentof Rabbi Werner, and an inscription by the Ridvaz in 1910
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A letter from the Grand Rabbin of Cairo to Rabbi Werner. 1900
(Inset, a reduced facsimile of an enclosure)
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The enclosure, Hartza at Devarim, is on the following four pages
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Letter from Rabbi Kook, 7th Aug. 1919, 0n relinquishing his post

to return to Isracl (Transcription on p. xlvi)
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Chicf Rabbi of the Holy Land (Transcription on p. xlviii)
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GLOSSARY

A
Ab Jewish month, approx. August
AbBethDin Head of Beth Din
Abiram A rebel against Moses (Numb. xvi, 1)
Adar Jewish month, approx. March
Amidah The silent part of cach Service, which is said standing

Ashkenazi  Description, or ritual, of a Jew originating from Cent-
ral or Eastern Europe ( pl. Ashkenazim)
cp. Sephardi
Austritt Secession from the main Community
Austritts
Gemeinde A Community that has seceded
Avraham  Abraham

B

Ba'al K'riah Reader of the Torah or Prophets
Barmitzvah Religious majority, at the agc of thirteen
Ben Son (of)
BethDin  Jewish Ecclesiastical Court
Beth

Hamedrash Centre for religious study and prayer
Bemah Elevated platform in a Synagogue from which the

Torahis read

Birchat

Cohanim  The Priestly Benediction (Numb. vi, 22-8)
Blatt Gemara A page of the Talmud: a Talmudic study circle
Bosor Pigul - Sacrificial meat kept beyond the permitted time

C
Chafctz Rabbi Israel Mcir Kagan, known by the title of his
Chayim most famous book

Chalaphim  Knives specially sharpened for Shechita

Chalitza Ritual Ceremony, based on Dcut. xxv, g

Chassid One of a pious Jewish scct combining fervour in
religious observance with mysticism ( pl. Chassidim)

¢
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Chassidism  The cult practised by Chassidim
Chatan ‘Bridegroom’ of thc commencement of the Penta-
Bereshith teuch
Chatan
Torah ‘Bridegroom’ of the completion of the Pentateuch
Chazan Cantor; synagogue Reader (pl. Chazanim)
Cheder A room; Jewish religion classes (pl. Chadarim)
Chelev Fat—usually applied to a forbidden kind (Cheleb)
Cheshvan  Jewish month, approx. November
Chevra Society; group
Chevrath  Society of
Chovevei
Zion Lovers of Zion
Chuppot ~ Marriage canopies
Cohen Priest; descendant of House of Aaron (pl. Cohanim)
D
Dathan A rebel against Moses (Numb. xvi, 1)
Dayan AJudge; a member ofan Ecclesiastical Court
Derosha A homiletical discourse (Derasha)
Din (Din
Torah) Judgment; the proper decision in Jewish Law
E
Eliyahu(Elya) Elijah
Ellul Jewish month, approx. Scptember
Eretz Israel  Land of Israel
Ethrog A citron, used during Succot (pl. Ethrogim)
G
Gadol A Rabbi of great distinction
Gaon Leading Rabbi of the period
Gemara Part of the Talmud, being the discussion on the Mish-
nah
Gemilath
Chessed A charitable loan
Get A Jewish Divorce (pl. Gittin)
Gregger Rattle used by children on Purim

d



H
Haftarah
Haham
Halacha

Hatoras
Horo’oh
Hauro'oh

I
Huy

Issur

K
Kashern
Kashruth
Kaurach

Kedassia
Kedusha

Kehilla
Kelim
Ketubah
K’hal
Kislev
Korah
Koreth
Kosher

L

Lulav

M
Ma’ariv
Machzike
Machzike

Hadath

GLOSSARY

A reading from the Prophets
A Sage; Ecclesiastical Head of the Sephardim
The legal part of Jewish tradition; the final legal de-
cision
Permission to cxercise Rabbinic Authority (Hatarat
Hora’ah)
Rabbinic guidance (Hora’ah)

A genius
An interdict (pl. Issurim)

To render ritually fit

Ritual fitness

Same as Korah

A Registration Trade-Mark for Kosher products

Holiness; the name of a prayer proclaiming God’s
Holiness

An organised Jewish Community

Utensils

A marriage contract

Congregation of

Jewish month, approx. December

A rebel against Moses (Numb. xvi, I)

Divine punishment by premature death

Ritually fit

A branch of a palm tree (pl. Lulavim)

Evenin§ Service
Upholders of

Upholders of the Faith



Machzor
Maggid
Mapoloh
Matzo
Megilla
Meshulach
Mincha
Minhag
Mishnah

Mishpatim
Mithnagged
Mitzvoth
Mizrach
Mizrachi

A FORTRESS IN ANGLO-JEWRY

A Festival prayer-book

Alay preacher ( pl. Maggidim)

Downfall; defeat

Unleavened bread

ABiblical scroll; usuallyapplied to the Book of Esther

A delegate or emissary, usually from a Yeshiva

Afternoon Service

Religious custom

The basic text of the Talmud of which the Gemara is
an elaboration

The name of a particular Sidra (Exod. xxi-xxiv)

An opponent of Chassidism

Religious Commandments; Synagogue duties

East, towards Jerusalem

Religious section of the Zionist Movement

Moreh Zedek A Dayan having individual status

Moshe

(9]
Olenu

Onkelos

P
Panie
Pesach
Pinkes
Porge
Posuk
Purim

R
Rabbanim
Radbaz

Moses

The opening word of the concluding prayer in the
Service
Famous Prosclyte to Judaism who rendered the Pen-
tateuch into Aramaic(c. 100 C.E.)

Polish word for Squire

Passover

Register of Communal records

R emove forbidden sinews from meat (Gen. xxxii, 33)
A Biblical verse

A Jewish minor Festival (v. Book of Esther)

Rabbis (Rabonim)

Rabbi David Ben Solomon Ibn Abi Zimra, exiled
from Spain, a lcading Talmudic authority of the
XVI Century



Rambam

Rav

Reb
Rebbitzin
Responsum
Ridvaz

Rosh
Chodesh

Rosh
Hashana

Rosh Ha-
shochtim

S
Sanhedrin

Semicha

Sephardi

GLOSSARY

Rabbi Moses Ben Maimon, also known as Maimon-
ides (1135~ 1204), one of the greatest rabbis of
this millenium, of whom it has been said ‘From
Moscs unto Moses, there was no one like Moses’

Rabbi

A title used variously for Rabbi or Mr

Wife of a Rabbi

A written reply to a religious question (pl. Responsa)

Abbreviated nameof Rabbi Ya’acovDavid benZeev
Willowski (1845-1913)

New Moon, the first day of a Jewish month

The Jewish New Year, a solemn Festival

Chief Shochet (pl. Rashei Shochtim)

The Supreme Jewish Ecclesiastical and Judicial Tri-
bunal

Historically: the laying of hands in transmitting R ab-
binical Authority. Mod.: A Rabbinical Diploma
(pl. Semichot)

Description, or ritual, of: a Jew originating from Spain

or Portugal ( pl. Sephardim) cp. Ashkenazi

Sepharim  Written scrolls of the Pentateuch; religious books
Sepher Torah A written scroll of the Pentatcuch (p!.Siphrei Torah)

Shammas
Shechita
Shemini
Atzeret
Shemira
Shiur
Shliach
Shmuel
Shochet

Sholom

A synagogue beadle ( p/. Shammassim)
Jewish ritual method of slaughter

Eighth Day of the Festival of Tabernacles

Ritual supervision

Jewish religious study or study circle( pl. Shiurim)

Deputy or Messenger (of )

Samuel

A man qualified to be a ritual slaughterer (pl. Shoch-
tim or Shochetim).

Peacc (Shalom)



Shomer
Shomrci
Shabbat
Shool
Shulchan
Aruch
Sidra
Simchat
Torah
Sticbel
Streimel

Succot

T
Talmud

Tammuz
Tannaim
Targum
Tebeth
Tchillim
Tephillin
Tisha B’Av
Tishri
Torah

Trefa
Y,Z

Ya'acov
Yamim
Norayim
Yehuda
Yeshiva
Yitzchak
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A ritual supervisor  pl. Shomrim)

Observers of the Sabbath

A synagogue

The recognised Tabulated Code of Jewish Law
(Shulchan Oruch)

A weekly portion of the Torah

Festival of the Rejoicing of the Law

A Chassidic prayer-room

Headgcar, trimmed with pieces of fur, worn on Sab-
baths and Festivals by some East European Jews

The Festival of Tabernacles

Record of the Rabbinic discussions and decisions on
Jewish Civil & ReligiousLaw (200B CE-450 CE)

Jewish month, approx. July

The great Rabbis of the Mishnaic period

Translation

]cwish month, approx.]anuary

Psalms

Phylacteries

Fast of the Ninth of Ab

Jewish month, approx. October

The Five Books of Moses; Jewish Law in its widest
sense

Ritually forbidden (Trcifa)

Jacob

The High Festivals(New Year and Day of Atonement)
Judah

Talmudical College ( pl. Yeshivot)

Isaac

Yom Kippur The Day of Atonement

Zogger
h

Reeciter
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