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Introduction
This year, try something new in Galloway! There’s a unique 
chance to get down and dirty with the Iron Age excavation near 
Monreith, and try construction as you’ve never known it by 
putting your mark on history and helping us build a replica Iron 
Age house at Whithorn. View the Celtic art objects on show at the 
Whithorn Trust, to see how sophisticated our ancestors of the first 
millennium BC were; contemporary artists and crafters take over 
the town during the July Creative Whithorn Art Trail. 

Community festivals with competitions, food and fun at the Isle of 
Whithorn and Port William are a favourite with visitors year after 
year. Wigtown is flourishing year-round these days, with food and 
crafts as well as poetry, media and celebrities at its now famous 
Book Festival. To the north, you can join wildlife events in the 
Galloway Forests and walks in the Southern Uplands. 

There are programmes of family-friendly outdoor events all year at 
Castle Kennedy and Logan Botanic Gardens, and learning activities 
at Stranraer’s Museum; or if you’re enticed by a lofty view from 
the cliffs, try ascending the  lighthouse at the Mull of Galloway. It’s 
Portpatrick for trad music and lifeboats ! 

Whether you come for forest and upland, beaches, history, food or 
music, you’re welcome!

Gill Bailey
Chair, Whithorn and District 
Business Association

Published by Whithorn 
and District Business 
Association
To advertise and for 
information:
mail@whithorn.info
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ROyAL BURGh of  Whithorn
To celebrate the year of Architecture, Innovation and Design, 
Whithorn has its very own “Grand Design” - not glossy and 
contemporary this, but the construction of a full-size Iron Age 
roundhouse, by craftsmen and volunteers. Last year, and returning 
again in 2016 to a site nearby Monreith, archaeologists unearthed 
a remarkable series of roundhouses, dating to the mid 400’s BC, 
complete with detailed evidence of construction. The Whithorn 
reconstruction will involve traditional woodwork and tools, wattle 
weaving, daub, thatching, as well as a spot of cooking on a hearth 
which is 2,500 years old. Visit the Whithorn Trust for information 
about your chance to get involved ! Still on the architectural theme, 
find out why Whithorn is named after a building,”Candida Casa”, 
the very earliest church in Scotland, and owing to the popular 
devotion to its saint, Ninian, and his growing cult in the Middle 
Ages, was often a construction site during the many alterations and 
extensions to its Cathedral.

Contemporary artists will be participating in workshops during 
this year focussed on crafts and will showcase their own works 
during several arts events. Visit their galleries by taking a stroll 
down Whithorn’s urbane Georgian terrace, 
nearly ¾ mile long ! 



Postcards dating from the late 19th Century, when visitors came to nearby Whithorn by train and then 
on to “The Isle” by horse and cart, prove that the village’s salty holiday appeal is nothing new. But 
the peaceful main street with its brightly painted houses, some with sea front and back, belie a more 
dramatic past. The headland jutting out into the Solway is the site of a powerful Iron Age fortification. 
The charming Isle Castle ( privately occupied),  the last tower house to be built in Scotland in 1664, 
was occupied in the 18th Century by Sir John Reid, whose charge was to control the blatant smuggling 
trade centred here and at Port William, both within sight of Isle of Man, only just over fifteen miles 
away. Brandy and luxuries found their way from here along the Old Edinburgh Road which can still be 
seen leaving Old Minnigaff. 

If you choose to follow the panoramic coastal path from the Post Office round the southernmost point, 
you will hardly guess that Burrowhead was once the home to hundreds of troops and anti aircraft 
practice during World War II, or that the cult horror film, The Wicker Man, was filmed here.

Isle of  Whithorn



ISLE OF WHITHORN

a place for all seasons ·   a place for all reasons 

www.isleofwhithorn.com

IsleAutumn
Fair

Tearoom & Gift Shop - open every day 10am - 4pm
Available for Concerts, Events, Meetings & Functions

Fully Licensed - call 01988 500100

Our Great Community Enterprise!

Fully Licensed - call 01988 500100Fully Licensed - call 01988 500100

Sunday, 10th July

Shop & &
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Situated in the centre of Whithorn. 
We stock China and Glass, Jewellery, 

Books, DVD’s and CD’s, Toys, 
Children’s and Adult clothing, 

Bric a brac and much more. 
Do come and browse!

Opening Hours: 
Tues, Thurs, Friday 10am - 3.30pm

70 George Street, Whithorn DG8 8JQ
Charity No SC016681

St Ninian’s Priory Church stands in the grounds 
of the late medieval cathedral Whithorn Priory. 
Much of the former cathedral has disappeared 
since its glory days in the early 16th century when 
it rivalled the abbeys of Galloway, in wealth and 
size. Built in 1822, the interior of St Ninian’s is 
pleasantly light with two recently restored stained 
glass windows and it contains a fine carved pulpit 
and communion table. By visiting the church you 
will tread a path that many have taken to reach 
one of medieval Scotland’s major pilgrimage 
destinations in past years. Do come and visit.  

— Whithorn —St
 N

inian’s Priory Church
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Whithorn 
Newsagents

 
Opening Hours

6am to 6pm, Monday to Friday
Saturday 6am to 1.30pm and Sunday  6am to 1pm. 

Local & National Newspapers & Magazines.
Wide Range of Greeting Cards & Post Cards

Toys Including Britain Models.
Whole Foods, Pet Foods & General Grocery

Electrical & Small Hardware
Wide Range of Garden Seeds and Vegetable Seeds 

(approx. 149 varieties.)
Second Hand Books.

Range of  Fishing Tackle
Off-Licence : Fine Wines and Varieties of Malt Whisky

Contact Ashok and Bhupendra Amin
9 George Street, Whithorn, DG8 8NS

01988 501152
email: aminbr7gs@hotmail.co.uk 
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ARTS  |  CRAFTS  |  EVENTS | PLACES TO GO  |  THINGS TO DO  |  PLACES TO STAY

WWW.MADEINWIGTOWNSHIRE.CO.UK

Visit our online shop selling locally-made, unique arts and crafts

#StayedinWigtownshire

#MadeinWigtownshire

#PlayedinWigtownshire

Three miles from Whithorn
Regular drama, music, 
workshops and events



Peter Wareing Ceramics

 Sandar Events
Yoga  for  flexibility & relaxation

07880 790899

saram@talktalk.net

www.sandarevents.co.uk
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Arts and Crafts
Trail 2016 SAVE 

THE DATE
16 & 17 
JULY

A FREE 2 day event with something for everyone.

CW2016 ad 60x41.indd   1 26/01/2016   11:11

Priory Antiques
A friendly, family-run business 
established in 1987. Furniture, 
ceramics, glass, silver, jewellery 
and paintings bought and sold. 

29 George Street, Whithorn DG8 8NS. 
01988 500517 

or mobile 07500 965565

Unique knitted accessories. 
Designed and hand crafted in South West Scotland. 

To become a stockist or to place an order please 
call 07552 127139 

or visit www.happysnail.net



As befits the site of a former royal castle in the Middle Ages, 
Wigtown dominates over the Bay, now a designated area for 
wildfowl on its atmospheric saltmarshes. Looking across to 
the granite town of Creetown, it’s not surprising that a ferry 
across the bay was the shortest route for pilgrims en route 
for Whithorn. Wigtown later outshone its more southerly 
rival Royal Burgh by becoming the County Town, and signs 
of its status are everywhere : a former jail is visible on 
harbour Road, large houses belonging to county families and 
the lawyers who once attended cases here grace the central 
square. The County Building is now the hub of the Book 
Festival, which – more than an autumn fortnight packed with 
famous names – now includes craft, food and literary events 
at other times of year. Enjoy its quieter vennels, bookshops 
and cafes and a splendid view from the Martyr’s Monument. 

Below the town and its golf course,  the most southerly 
distillery in Scotland perches on the edge of on the peaty 
Bladnoch, filtering its waters to make the fragrant, Lowland 
malt, which you can try at the end of a tour of the intricate 
traditional process. 

ROyAL BURGh of  WIGTOWN
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Welcome to Wigtown, 
Scotland’s National Book Town. 

Relax and browse through 
our bookshops

WIGTOWN
 BOOK 
 FESTIVAL
23RD SEPTEMBER - 2ND OCTOBER 2016

Charity No. SCO37984

More than 2oo events 
for adults, young 
people & children

www.wigtownbookfestival.com   
o1988 4o3222       southwest scotland
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01988 402730

Woodpecker Cottage
Bladnoch, Wigtown

Tel: 01988 500517
Mob: 07500 965565

www.woodpecker-cottage.co.uk

Comfortable cottage 
in conservation village. 

Booktown one mile. 



Chapel Outon 

Farmhouse

Facilities for all rooms • Full CH • Evening meals available

T. 01988 500136 or M. 07721 348787
E. kath@chapelouton.co.uk     www.chapelouton.co.uk

Telephone: 01988 700 367
E-mail: info@westbarr.co.uk 

Website: www.westbarr.co.uk

CULTS 
COTTAGE 
HOLIDAYS
Lovingly restored country cottage, sleeps 4, 

near Whithorn. Magnificent views, beaches, 
dark skies, and Book Town.

Contact: Kirsty Currie 01988 500267
www.cultscottageholidays.co.uk
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all rooms en-suite 
contact Anne 01988 500*** 

email: castlewigglodge@btinternet.com 
www.castlewigglodge.co.uk  

Contact Anne 01988 500294   Mob: 07855 064060
www.castlewigglodge.co.uk

email: castlewigglodge@gmail.com

holiday homes for sale or hire
Tents and tourers welcome

Telephone: 01988 500252
www.burrowheadholidayvillage.co.uk

Mid Bishopton 
Cottage

‘Escape from reality’ A warm 
and welcoming cottage based 
in the idyllic remote location 
of Whithorn. Relax in the 

countryside on long walks or 
enjoy the local nearby amenities. 

Lynsay Bradford: 01988 500315                                             
Email: lynsaybradford@gmail.com
www.midbishoptoncottage.co.uk

DRuMFAD HOliDAy HOMES
Offer two 4 Star holiday cottages 

and is the perfect base for you 
to explore Dumfries and Galloway.

Both cottages sleep 4, 
have all modern appliances and are pet friendly 

with separate enclosed gardens.
An ideal location for walking, fishing, golf, 

or just recharging your batteries.

Tel: 01988 700545

Dog friendly Bed & Breakfast

Whithorn • DG8 8DHKath and Tim Annison



FROM EWE TO yOu!
Millairies, Sorbie Newton Stewart, DG8 8Al

GAllOWAy FARMHOuSE CHEESE
ShEEP MILKING, ChEESE MAKING, FREE SAMPLES, 

SPECIALITy ShEEP ShOP
OPEN: May-Sept. Mon-Fri. 11-4

Tel: 01988 850224
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Fernhill Hotel

Portpatrick, DG9 8TD
  Email: info@fernhillhotel.co.uk

Midweek £22.50
Friday & Saturday £28.00

3 Course Dinner

sunDay LunCh
3 Courses £14.50

Tel:  01776 810 220

 
 Renowned quality 
seafood restaurant 
in prime location

 Holiday cottage also available. 
1 South Crescent, Portpatrick DG98JR

Tel.01776810314     Fax.01776810361
website:www.campbellsrestaurant.co.uk

Places to eat.......

STEAM PACKET iNN
iSlE OF WHiTHORN

Family run harbourside pub. 
home of Five Kingdoms microbrewery. 

Serving up to 6 real ales. 

All food freshly prepared on the premises.
LUNChES 12-2pm. EVENING MEALS 6.30-9pm

Children and Dogs Welcome
Ensuite accommodation overlooking harbour

Book now: Phone 01988 500334
steampacketinn@btconnect.com

Whithorn House Victorian Tea Room and B&B
A beautiful traditional tea room and B&B, offering home 
bakes and cakes using local and Scottish produce, 
with over 33 loose leaf teas to choose from. 
Whithorn house, St Johns Street, Whithorn, DG8 8PE. 
T: 01988 501081

iron Age bread and ewe’s cheese, 
Whithorn Trust



14

Date Event Contact Details 
Every Wednesday 8.30pm Stranraer Folk Club at The Grapes, Bridge Street, Stranraer 01776 810473
April – June  Meet the Deer http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
Wednesday &Thursdays 10am  forest-parks/galloway-forest-park/red-deer-range
July – August 
Sunday – Thursday 10am
September 
Wednesday & Thursday 10am   
Wed 16 Mar — Sat 30 Apr 2016 Members’ Photography Exhibition www.rbge.org.uk/whats-on
10.00 am   
Friday 25/03/16 09:30  Nocturnal Wildlife Tours info@wildlifetours.co.uk
until Sunday 10/04/16 23:30  The NWT Tours take place on Wednesday, Thursday www.wildlifetours.co.uk 
 and Friday evenings at various locations in the Castle 
 Douglas area. Part of the Tour is on foot away from the vehicle.
Friday 25th March  Cadbury Easter Eggsploration at Castle Kennedy Gardens 01581 400225
to Sunday 3rd April  01776 702024
Saturday 26/03/16  Easter Egg Hunt 01776 840539 or 01988 402130
and Sunday 10:00 until 17:00  RSPB Mull of Galloway, Drummore, Stranraer Website rspb.org.uk
27th March 2-3pm Easter at Kirroughtree  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk
28/03/16 Aldouran Adventures 10:00 until 16:00  j.sloan648@btinternet.com
 Aldouran Wetland Garden, Leswalt, Stranraer  www.aldouran.org 
Tuesday 29/03/16 13:00 until  Seabird Spectacular 01776 840539 or 01988 402130
15:00 and Thursday 31st RSPB Mull of Galloway, Drummore, Stranraer Website rspb.org.uk
Friday 01/04/16 09:00  Wild Food Walks, Tuition, Events Website http://www.gallowaywildfoods.com
until Saturday 30/04/16 20:00   
And throughout May   Website http://www.gallowaywildfoods.com 
3rd April 10am to 4pm  Owl Magic at Kirroughtree http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk
Tuesday 05/04/16 13:00 until 15:00 and Seabird Spectacular RSPB Mull of Galloway,  01776 840539 or 01988 402130
Thursday 07/04 Drummore, Stranraer Website rspb.org.uk
Tuesdays and Thursdays during April 
Wed 6th April 2pm  Build your own Nest Box  Logan Botanic Gardens Rbge.org.uk/whats-on
Saturday 9th April & Sunday 10th April -  Children’s Theatre Workshops  www.swallowtheatre.com
Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th April - My Friend Peter - Beatrix Potter’s life in a folk musical   www.swallowtheatre.com
Tuesday 12th April 2pm Guided Walk: Full Speed Ahead  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
Wed 13th April 10.30am Make your own Bird Feeder  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
15th and 16th April  - The Human Touch - new play about carers  Www.swallowtheatre.com
Wednesday 20th April Spring Blooms Guided Walk at Castle Kennedy Gardens 01581 400225 or 01776 702024
Monday 2nd May Pond Dipping Logan Botanic Gardens   rbge.org.uk
Tuesday 3rd May to 31st July Nepal Exhibition : flora of Nepal Logan Botanic Gardens   rbge.org.uk
5th May Robyn Stapleton accompanied by Aaron Jones  www.swallowtheatre.com
Wednesday 11th May Rhododendrons and Azaleas Guided Walk at Castle Kennedy Gardens 01581 400225 or 01776 702024
6th to 12th May  Newton Stewart Walking Festival  http://www.newtonstewartwalkfest.co.uk/
Saturday 07/05/16 12:00  Spring Coast & Woods Foraging Day Galloway Wild Foods
until 20:00  Cally Woods, Gatehouse of Fleet Contact details Email: mark@gallowaywildfoods.com 
10th May 10.30am Guided Walk: The Magic of Spring Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
Tuesday 10/05/16 13:00 until  Seabird Spectacular 01776 840539 o r 01988 402130
15:00 Tuesdays and Thursdays  RSPB Mull of Galloway, Drummore, Stranraer Website rspb.org.uk
throughout May AND June  
22nd May 11am Scottish Opera Scottish Gardens Open Day from 10am Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk 
Friday 27th & Saturday 28th May My Brilliant Divorce - comedy drama  www.swallowtheatre.com
28th to 30th May 2016 Spring Fling 2016 – open studios http://www.spring-fling.co.uk/eventspring-fling-2016/
30th May 2pm Bugs & Beasties  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk 
Sunday 29th May  D&G Arts Festival presents Burns: Rough Cut - one man show  www.swallowtheatre.com
01/06/05 Glenluce Tractor Rally Lady Stair Park, Glenluce, Newton Stewart
Wednesday 1st June Summer in the Gardens Guided Walk at Castle Kennedy Gardens 01581 400225 or 01776 702024
Thursday 2nd June   Rebecca Herd – singer/songwriter www.swallowtheatre.com
Tuesday 14th June 10.30am Guided Walk: Never Ending Colour! Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk 
15th June 10am Marvellous Moths http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk
Thursday 16/06/16  Wildflower Walk 01776 840539 or 01988 402130
13:00 until 15:00  RSPB Mull of Galloway, Drummore, Stranraer Website rspb.org.uk
Friday 24th & Saturday 25th June Jane Austen’s Emma by Hotbuckle Productions  www.swallowtheatre.com
Sunday 26/06/16 10:00 until 12:00  Red Kite Nest Watch - Live!  Calum Murray 01556 670464; 
Wednesday 29th June Land Sculptures Guided Walk at Castle Kennedy Gardens 01581 400225 or 01776 702024
3rd July 9am Fishing Day, Raiders Road  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk
Tuesday 05/07/16 13:00 until 15:00 Birds and the Bees 01581 400225
and Thursday 07/07 RSPB Mull of Galloway, Drummore, Stranraer 01776 702024
and every Tues/ Thurs in July 
Saturday 09/07/16 10:00  RSPB Treasure Trail Contact details 01776 840539
until 17:00 and Sunday 11/07 RSPB Mull of Galloway, Drummore, Stranraer  or 01988 402130 Website rspb.org.uk 
Monday 11th - Friday 15th July (tbc) -  Swallow Theatre Youth Summer School   www.swallowtheatre.com
Tuesday 12th July 10.30am Guided Walk: The Magic of Summer  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk

Events
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14th July 2pm Treemendous Thursday – forest fun http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk
14th July 2pm Kite Making  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
Thursday 14th July The Walled Garden Guided Walk at Castle Kennedy Gardens 01581 400225 or 01776 702024
16th and 17th July 2016 Creative Whithorn Arts Trail www.creativewhithorn.co.uk
21st July 2pm Treemendous Thursday – den building  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk
21nd July 2pm Create an elegant Butterfly or Spider Ring  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
Tuesday 26th July 7pm A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ by William Shakespeare,  01581 400225
 an Open Air Theatre performance at Castle Kennedy Gardens 01776 702024
Wednesday 27th July 2016 Stranraer Agricultural Show  http://www.stranraershow.co.uk/
27th July 2pm Lurking under the Luce – talk Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
28th July 2-3pm Treemendous Thursday – river dipping  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
28th July 2pm  Create your own Lantern  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
30th July – 8th August 2016 Port William Carnival Week  http://www.portwilliam.com/community-groups
30th July 10am Marvellous Moths  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
30th July 5.30pm to 7.30pm Jazz Night: Mike Daly’s Rhythm Kings  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
31st July 2016 Portpatrick Lifeboat Week  http://portpatrick-communitycouncil.org.uk/portpatrick_events.html
From 1st August to 26th Sept A History of Logan – exhibition Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
Tuesday 2nd August Brilliant Borders Guided Walk at Castle Kennedy Gardens 01581 400225 or 01776 702024
Wednesday, 3rd August 2016   Wigtown Agricultural Show, Bladnoch Park,  http://wigtownshow.org.uk/
3rd August  Pond Dipping  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
4th August 2 – 3 pm Treemendous Thursday - sunspotting http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
4th August 2pm Snake Puppet & Hunt  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
9th August 10.30am Guided Walk: The Height of Summer  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
10th August 2pm Give Bugs a Home 2pm Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
11th August 2-3pm Treemendous Thursday – den building  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
11th August 2pm Make a mini garden  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
14th August 9am Fishing Day http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
Thursday 18/08/16  Secret Cages in the Forest Organisation RSPB
10:00 until 12:00  Mossdale, Castle Douglas (meet at car park)  T: 01556 670464, E: calum.murray@rspb.org.uk
18th August 2pm Scallop Shell Wind Chime  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
18th August Treemendous Thursday – wildlife spotting  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
Sunday 21/08/16 13:00 until 15:00  RSPB Guided Walk for International Lighthouse Weekend Contact details 01776 840539 
 RSPB Mull of Galloway, Drummore, Stranraer  or 01988 402130 Website rspb.org.uk 
Sunday 21st August 5pm ‘Danny The champion of the World’ by Roald Dahl,  01581 400225
 an Open Air Theatre production at Castle Kennedy Gardens 01776 702024
Wednesday 24th August Plant Propagation and Seed Sowing at Castle Kennedy Gardens 01581 400225 or 01776 702024
25th August 2- 3pm Treemendous Thursday – forest fun  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
27th August, 2016 11.30am until 5.30 pm Stranraer Lowland Gathering London Road Playing Fields Stranraer
Thursday 1st September Talisk - BBC Radio2 Young Folk Award 2015 Winners  www.swallowtheatre.com
1st September 2pm Treemendous Thursday – shelter building  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/ 
Thursday 01/09/16 13:00 until 15:00  Autumn Migration 01776 840539 or 01988 402130
and Tues 06 and Thurs 08 RSPB Mull of Galloway, Drummore, Stranraer Website rspb.org.uk
Throughout September   Suitable for all ages
2nd to 4th September Portpatrick Folk Festival  http://www.portpatrickfolkfestival.org/
4th September 9am Fishing Day £10 per person http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
13th September 10.30am Guided Walk: The tail end of Summer  Logan Botanic Garden  rbge.org.uk
Saturday 17th September 2016 The 23rd Whithorn Lecture 6pm Friends of Ninian and Whithorn
 “The Romans in Galloway” Dr. Rebecca Jones  
18th September 9am Fishing Day, £10 per person  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk
23 September to 2 October Wigtown Book Festival http://www.wigtownbookfestival.com/programme
27th September to 31st October  Scottish Nature Photography Awards – exhibition  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
2nd October 10am Roaring Stags  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk
Monday 3rd October to Friday 7th  Rutting Week on the Red Deer Range http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/forest-parks/
10am to 12 noon  galloway-forest-park/red-deer-range
11th October 10.30am Guided Walk: Early Autumn Shades  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
Wednesday, 12 October Autumn Glory Guided Walk at Castle Kennedy Gardens 01581 400225 or 01776 702024
Saturday 15/10 to 30/10/16 Pumpkin Trail at Castle Kennedy Gardens 01581 400225 or 01776 702024
Wednesday 19/10/16 10:00 until 12:30  Red Kites & Geese in Flight  RSPB. Contact details 01556 670464
 RSPB Ken Dee Marshes Reserve, Glenlochar  Website rspb.org.uk 
20th October 1pm Feather up a Pine Cone Bird Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
27th October 1pm Weave a Woolly Twig Star  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
28th October 6.45 pm Friday Fright Night.  Bookings : 0300 067 6800 for 14+ years http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/ 
29th, 30th and 31st October Spooky Halloween Tours at Castle Kennedy Gardens  01581 400225 or 01776 702024
29th October 2pm to 4pm The Wee Spook for 3+ years  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk
29th October 6.30pm The Horrible Horror Trail for 7+ years http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk
29th October 3pm to 4.30pm Halloween Activity Day  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
30th October 10am End of Season Shopping Event  Logan Botanic Gardens  rbge.org.uk
11th and 12th November  Lochinch Castle Charity Christmas Fair 01581 400225 or 01776 702024
Wednesday 16/11/16 10:00 until 12:00  Return of the Geese  RSPB. Contact details Crystal Maw
 RSPB Ken-Dee Marshes, Glenlochar, Castle Douglas  T: 01988 402130 E: crystal.maw@rspb.org.uk
23 to 29 November Book Week Scotland – Wigtown http://www.wigtownbookfestival.com
9th and 10th December 4- 8pm Christmas at Kirroughtree http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
11th December 10.30am to 3.30pm Christmas at Kirroughtree  http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/



	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
The	   heart	   of	   Galloway	   hosts	   wonderful	  
wildlife.	   	   Visit	   Wood	   of	   Cree	   the	   largest	  
ancient	  oak	  woodland	  in	  southern	  Scotland.	  	  
Wigtown	  Bay	  Visitor	  Centre	  within	  Wigtown	  
County	   Buildings	   gives	   information	   about	  
the	   local	   area.	   Get	   out	   in	   the	   fresh	   air	   at	  
Crook	  of	  Baldoon,	  for	  seas	  of	  thrift,	  waders	  
and	   geese.	   	   Events	   all	   year	   –	   see	   websites	  
below.	  

RSPB	  Scotland	  Nature	  Reserves	  

RSPB	  Scotland	  Wigtown	  Office	  	  
26,	  South	  Main	  Street,	  Wigtown,	  Wigtownshire,	  DG8	  9EH.	  	  	  
Phone	  01988	  402130	  
www.rspb.org.uk/reserves/guide/c/crookofbaldoon/index.aspx	  
www.rspb.org.uk/reserves/guide/w/woodofcree/index.aspx	  
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Date Event Site Start time
10th Mar Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 12pm; Members £3 non members £4
25th Mar Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 12pm; Members £3 non members £4
8th April Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 12pm; Members £3 non members £4
8th April Guided Walk Wood of Cree 11am, £4 non members £10 family ticket
30th April Dawn Chorus Crook of Baldoon 5.30am; Members £3 non members £4
6th May Cree Valley Chorus Wood of Cree 5.30am; non members £4
7th May Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 12pm; Members £3 non members £4
20th May Beautiful Bluebells Wood of Cree 10am, £4 non members
10th June Out of Africa Wood of Cree 9am, £4 non members
7th July Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 1pm;  Members £3 non members £4
8th July Woodland pasture walk Wood of Cree 10am, £4 non members
22nd July Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 1pm;  Members £3 non members £4
29th July Moth and Bat Night Meet at 21.30pm; members £1.50 
  Wigtown County Buildings non membetrs £3
30th July Moth Morning Crook of Baldoon 10am; £1.50 Members; £3 non members
19th August Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 12pm, Members £3, non members £4
26th August Mud Walk Crook of Baldoon 12pm; Members £2 non members £4
29th August Brilliant Bats Wood of Cree 8.30pm, Members £2, non members £4
19th Sept. Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 1pm; Members £3, non members £4
3rd October Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 1pm; Members £3 non members £4
18th October Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 1pm; Members £3 non members £4
21st October Guided Walk Wood of Cree 10am; £4 non members £10 family ticket
16 Nov. Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 12pm, Members £3, non members £4
15th Dec.  Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 1pm, Members £3, non members £4
27th Dec. Guided Walk Crook of Baldoon 2pm, Members £3, non members £4

FOR All EVENTS liSTED, CONTACT RSPB ON 01988 402130

RSPB Events



GALLOWAY NATURE
& HERITAGE TRUST

Conserving Barn Owls in Bonnie Galloway

Contact us for advice
about nestboxes and
habitat management.

GallowayNHT@aol.com

07554 146 383 
Scottish charity No.SC038470

The Galloway hills have attracted walkers and 
writers for generations; even today as you stand on 
the peaks of the Southern Uplands, there’s nothing 
but remote uplands and wilderness as far as the 
eye can see. This rugged area has many titles - 
UNESCO Biosphere, one of the first Dark Sky Parks 
in Europe, Cairnsmore of Fleet Nature Reserve – 
but none are half as evocative as the local names : 
Rig of the Jarkness, the Dungeon Range, the Silver 
Flow or the Devil’s Bowling Green. Join one of 
the organised walks in May during the Walking 
Festival to receive expert guidance in what can be 
surprisingly challenging terrain. 

The Galloway Forests were deliberately planted for 
timber, yet wildlife flourishes here – red squirrel, 
red deer and red kites are all to be seen. Some of 
the most challenging mountain biking trails in the 
country have been developed here; for something 
more contemplative try fishing on a tranquil inland 
loch. 

Family-friendly beaches are to be found at 
sheltered Monreith, gently-shelving Garlieston, or 
all down the eastern side of the Rhins peninsula. 
At the sheer cliff edges of the Mull, southernmost 
point in Scotland, you’ll see puffins and diving 
gannets. 

Galloway’s Great Outdoors
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2016 HIGHLIGHTS
Family Events

Open Air Theatre
Wildlife & Walks

Garden Ranger Events

Walled Garden
Champion Trees
Sculptured Landforms
Giant Lily Pond

TEA ROOM, GIFT SHOP & WI-FI
HOLIDAY COTTAGES & FABULOUS WEDDING VENUE

Open Daily from 25th March to October
Castle Kennedy Gardens, Castle Kennedy, Stranraer DG9 8RT

01581 400 225 or 01776 702 024 
www.castlekennedygardens.com



For a taste of the exotic, take the scenic coastal route to the South Rhins, enjoying the magnificent 
beaches of Luce Bay on the way, and visit the tropical outpost of the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Edinburgh, to see magnificent palms, a Gunnera 
swamp, manicured lawns and a tranquil 
ornamental fish pond (to say nothing of the award 
winning tearoom). At nearby Port Logan, with its 
picturesque early 19th Century lighthouse and 
fish larder pecked out of the rock, Sir John Ross 
stopped en route for his epic trip to discover the 
North West passage, after a crew member severed 
a finger before they had got beyond his hometown 
of Stranraer.

Coming back eastwards, Castle Kennedy Gardens 
are north of the Bay, and have a constant 
programme of family-friendly activities. Sweeping 
lawns and shelter belts, with carefully landscaped 
lochs, were laid out by successive members of the 
Stair family, best known for Stair’s Institutions of 
the Laws of Scotland. 

In the Machars, on the gentle beaches of Rigg 
Bay, Galloway house Gardens is also an 18th 
Century landscape, with magnificent specimen 
trees. Claymoddie is the place to add to your plant 
collection, and see the swallows swooping to drink 
over the pond.

Gardens

Outstanding coastal garden. Formal 
paths merging with informal wood‐
land, beach and clifftop walks.

Galloway House GardensGalloway House Gardens  

www.gallowayhousegardens.co.uk 
T. 01988 600680

The Handkerchief Tree 
(Davidia involucrata) 



ClAyMODDiE GARDEN 
& PlANT NuRSERy

CLAyMODDIE  WhIThORN  DG8 8LX 
Contact Mary Nicholson

TEL: 01988 500422 
EMAIL mary.claymoddie@aol.co.uk  

WEBSITE www.gallowayplants.co.uk

 

Stunning 5 acre plantsman’s garden with year round 
interest.  Many  southern hemisphere plants, and 

good collections of rhododendrons, azaleas, 
camellias as well as summer and autumn flowering 

trees and shrubs.  
Entry £5, groups welcome,and guided tours and 

propagation courses by arrangement.  huge range 
of plants for sale, sorry no mail order.

OPEN DAILy 10AM – 5PM, honesty box basis
Scottish Gardens Scheme Open Day with teas 

11am-5pm, Sunday 24 April 2016

14 miles south of Stranraer, 
off the B7065, Port Logan,
Stranraer, DG9 9ND
Tel 01776 860231
www.rbge.org.uk/logan

Scotland’s most exotic Garden
Discovery Centre & Gallery | Potting Shed Bistro | 
Gift Shop | Plant Sales | Guided Walks and Events | 
New for summer 2014: Victorian-style conservatory 
housing tender southern hemisphere plants
Open daily from 10 am, 15 March to 31 October, Sundays in February
Admission: Adult £6, Concession £5, Children under 16 go free
Includes small voluntary donation to the Garden.  For entry prices without donation please see website.

Part of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh,
a charity registered in Scotland (no SC007983)

Visit Logan
Botanic Garden
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Discovery Centre & Gallery I Potting Shed Bistro l
Gift Shop l Plant Sales l Guided Walks and Events l
Victorian-style conservatory housing tender southern
hemisphere plants
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Rickwood House
   Portpatrick 

 

 
Award Winning Hotel-Style Guest House

Fresh Local Produce
Stunning Sea Views

Outdoor Hot Tub
Private Parking 

 
Heugh Road, Portpatrick
01776 810270

www.portpatrick.me.uk 

One of Scotland’s most unique hotels, 
offering fine dining and accommodation in 

a stunning setting.
Spectacular sea views and tranquillity,  

Corsewall is an experience not to be missed

Corsewall Lighthouse Hotel
KiRKCOLm, STRanRaeR, DG9 0QG

Tel: 01776 853220    Fax: 01776 854231
website www.lighthousehotel.co.uk
email info@lighthousehotel.co.uk

With its miles of rocky coastline (traced by 
coastal paths) and sandy beaches, the history of 
the Rhins is intertwined with the sea : it boasts 
no fewer than two lighthouses, north and south, 
both of which you can visit (the north, a luxury 
hotel). At Portpatrick, today’s lifeboat is a high 
tech affair, replacing wooden boats which were 
bravely rowed out into the choppy waters of 
the North Channel; the RNLI lifeboat week is a 
prominent feature of Portpatrick’s lively summer 
calendar. The harbour there is built to protect the 
picturesque village from the tides and provides 
an intimate space for cafe culture to flourish. 
Nearby Stranraer is the regional shopping centre, 
with small independent shops and narrow streets 
circling its central Castle of St John.

The Rhins



The Gem Rock Museum, Chain Road, Creetown DG8 7HJ  

Tel: 01671 820357  enquiries@gemrock.net   www.gemrock.net   

We have fantastic displays of gems, crystals, minerals and fossils, a 
collection of unique and breathtaking creations from all over the world. 

And our café is renowned for fantastic food, home baking, quality 
coffees and teas.
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10% OFF ADMISSION10% OFF ADMISSION
with this advert

DISPLAYS    WORKSHOP    PROFESSOR'S STUDY    THE AMAZING CRYSTAL CAVE

AUDIO VISUAL DISPLAY    FANTASTIC CAFÉ    UNIQUE GIFT SHOP
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marcher advert half page 128x90mm

12 February 2012 14:00:21
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Whatever the weather, you will want to familiarise 
yourself with the region’s culture and history, which, 
thanks to multiple layers of invaders and settlers, is 
one of the most complex in Scotland. you can’t miss 
the castles dotted all along the line of the A75 and 
administered by historic Environment Scotland. At 
Creetown, once the jumping off point for ferries heading 
to Wigtown on the pilgrimage route to Whithorn, you can 
learn about the granite quarrying that – literally – built 
the town and head up the steep brae to the Gem Rock 
Museum, to learn all about geology and gemstones : just 
visible to the north, the rounded granite intrusion of 
Cairnsmore of Fleet, and the UNESCO Biosphere, home 
to Galloway’s true wilderness and Dark Sky Park. Take 
one of the old roads into the nature reserve and see the 
vertiginous railway viaduct which features in the 39 
Steps film.

To understand the area’s agricultural history, you’ll 
head to Stranraer Museum, with varied exhibitions, and 
Newton Stewart with its charming displays of 19th and 
20th Century domestic technology. Whithorn is the jewel 
in the crown for historians and archaeologists, with its 
internationally important collection of Early Mediaeval 
Christian stones.

Museums

Auchendolly terret : Whithorn Trust exhibition item 2016



COLLECTOR’S
CABINET

We buy and sell top quality 
vintage, contemporary and 

modern furniture, collectables, 
china and jewellery

Proprietor : Raymond Hamilton
29 Queen Street, Stranraer DG9 7LQ

Telephone : 01776 700411   Mobile : 077997 32829
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Craiglemine Tigh B&B 
En suite accommodation in rural cottage with 
free internet access Glasserton
01988 500490
www.craigleminetigh.co.uk

Hawthorn House Bed & Breakfast
Port William DG8 9QP 
e-mail: info@hawthorn-house.co.uk
website: www.hawthorn-house.co.uk
Tel: 01988 700989

Stranraer Show
Wednesday 27th July. from 9.00a.m. - 5.00p.m. 
London Road Playing Fields, 01776 870242, 07515 
902664
Email: info@stranraershow.co.uk
www.stranraershow.co.uk

Wigtown Agricultural Show
Wednesday 3rd August from 9am
Bladnoch Park, Wigtown, DG8 9AB
There’s something for everyone at Wigtown 
Show !
Details at 
www.wigtownshow.org.uk

Annual Galloway Diocesan Pilgrimage 
to St Ninian’s Cave
Sunday 28th August  2016. 
01557 330687
rcchurchkb@btinternet.com;
www.rcchurchesmachars.org.uk

Whithorn Flower Show
New Town hall, Whithorn
19th August 4-9pm, 
20th August 10.30am to 4pm
L hutchison 01988 500142

A. Paterson Designs
Low Clone, Port William
T : 01988 700271
Email : lowclone’tiscali.co.uk
For all Planning Permission and Building 
Warrant Applications
Change of use, new build, and extensions
Deeds Plans, drainage and topographical surveys

G&C Galloway, licensed Grocers
69 George St. Whithorn     DG8 8NU
T : 01988 500357
Off licence, calor gas, coal and peat
home Delivery

Balmaclellan ; Whithorn Trust exhibition item 2016

PEND HOuSE
Stay in this 500-year old 
monastery Gatehouse in 
luxury - peat fires and a 

four-poster bed !
01988 500469
www.pend-house.com
www.nts.org.uk/Holidays

Thanks for permission to reproduce images to : Shaun Bythell, Mike Marshall, 
Julia Muir Watt, Bladnoch Distillery, Iain Mathieson, Dooj Brawls, NMS, 
RSPB, Royal Botanic Gardens Edinburgh, Castle Kennedy Gardens, Stephen 
Jolly Photography, Wigtown Book Festival, Newton Stewart Walking Festival, 
Forestry Commission Scotland
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