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There is still time to get your tickets!
AVAILABLE AT THE STABLE BOX OFFICE

LIVE IT LIVEagain and again
TEAM CANADA VERSUS ALL

GIANT KILLERS!
South Korea   

topples Canada, 
but Canucks  

rebound  
to grab share  
of first place

Canadian skip Chelsea Carey (left) was crestfallen after missing her 
final shot to lose to South Korea’s Ji Sun Kim in the afternoon draw.
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Five teams remain in contention for four 
playoff spots after play Wednesday at the 
Ford World Women’s Curling Champion-

ship, presented by Meridian Manufacturing. 
Canada’s Chelsea Carey, Scotland’s Eve 

Muirhead, Japan’s Satsuki Fujisawa and Switzer-
land’s Binia Feltscher all have 7-2 records. Rus-
sia’s Anna Sidorova, at 6-3, is one game back. 
The five teams each have two games left to play.

The logjam was created Wednesday evening 
when Fujisawa defeated Erika Brown of the 
United States (4-5) 7-4, Carey topped Finland’s 
Oona Kauste (1-8) 7-1, and Sidorova defeated 
Feltscher 6-3. While a loss wouldn’t have math-

ematically eliminated the Russians, it would have 
left them teetering on the brink. Muirhead had the 
evening draw off, after beating Russia and losing 
to Switzerland earlier in the day.

Things will get interesting today when three 
of the teams at the top of the standings bang 
heads. Canada plays Japan and Scotland in its 
final two games. Japan plays Scotland and Cana-
da. Switzerland has Italy and South Korea on its 
dance card, while Russia finishes up with games 
against Germany and Denmark.

Carey said Wednesday night’s game was im-
portant in that it removes some of the pressure 
from the final day of round-robin play.

“We’re in a good place,” Carey said. “If we 
split we are in something and if we win both we 
are in a really good spot. Winning this game took 
the pressure off a little bit for tomorrow which is 

nice — come out loose and make some shots.”
Carey came out firing on the night draw af-

ter letting one get away in the afternoon against 
South Korea’s Un Chi Gim (4-5). Canada gave 
up two in the ninth and a steal of two in the 10th 
to drop an 8-7 decision.

The Canadian skip said there wasn’t much 
discussion between the afternoon loss and the 
evening game.

“There wasn’t much to discuss,” she said. 
“We had the game and I missed a shot. That is 
what it is and you can’t do anything about that. 
You just toss that one in the trash and move for-
ward.”

Carey said she is seeing improvement in the 
confidence level of her team.

“We’re getting better and better. The ice was 
really nice today, which helped. We struggled 

to figure paths and stuff in some of the previous 
games. Today it was really good and really con-
sistent. There is a general feeling of confidence 
when you know what draw weight is. 

Canada’s team includes third Amy Nixon, 
second Jocelyn Peterman, lead Laine Peters, 
alternate Susan O’Connor and coach Charley 
Thomas.

While it takes great shooting to beat the Swiss 
team, Sidorova said good old-fashioned Russian 
cooking didn’t hurt. Coach Svetlana Kalalb made 
borscht between games. After the meal and an af-
ternoon nap, the Russians came out and played 
their best game of the week.

ROCKIN’
ROUND
ROBIN

Five teams still in running for a spot in World Women’s playoffs

Continued on next 
page

Japanese skip  
Satsuki Fujisawa

Scottish skip  
Eve Muirhead

By CAM HUTCHINSON
Eye Opener Associate Editor
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Team Canada was despondent when it lost to South Korea Wednesday afternoon, but bounced back in the evening with a win over Finland.
Sidorova is looking forward to the final day of 

the round-robin.
“We are ready to play and play to win tomor-

row . . . when we play our best we know we can 
beat anybody.”

That said, Sidorova cautioned that any team 
can beat any other at the competition. 

In the other game on the evening draw, Den-
mark’s Lene Nielsen (4-5) defeated Italy’s Fed-
erica Apollonio (1-8) 7-5. In addition to Scotland, 
South Korea (4-5), Sweden’s Margaretha Sig-

fridsson (3-6) and Germany’s Daniela Driendl 
(3-6) had byes. 

The South Korea team was thrilled with its 
win over Canada earlier in the day, especially 
coming back from three points down after the 
eighth end.

“She didn’t think she was going to win, but 
she said she was never going to think about giv-
ing up,” an interpreter said on behalf of skip/alter-
nate Ji Sun Kim.

“As you guys know, Canada is the strongest 

(curling) country in the world every year. She 
is happy that we got a win. Our team got really 
happy because we beat a strong team.”

The South Korea team includes fourth Un Chi 
Gim, third Seul Bee Lee, second Min Ji Um, lead 
Yoon Jung Yeom, skip/alternate Ji Sun Kim and 
coach Dong Ho Shin.

Muirhead wasn’t disappointed with her split 
Wednesday. She had an easy time with Russia 
and then had a dandy against Feltscher.

The Swiss team spotted Muirhead a 5-1 lead 

and stormed back to win 7-6 in an extra end.
“They played great. I’m actually pretty hap-

py with the way we played out there,” Muir-
head said. 

“I don’t think we can get too hung up on 
that at all. When you play a team that was 
shooting out the lights in those last few ends, it 
is hard, but as I said, I’m not going to get down 
after that at all.”

There are draws at 9 a.m., 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
today at the Credit Union iplex. 
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Saskatchewan’s favourite network.
Owned and operated by SaskTel!

For inquiries, please contact Brad Patterson (Provincial Manager)  
at 306-761-7000 or email at brad.patterson@tbs.toshiba.ca  
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Blogging great way to banish the blues

Curling is therapeutic for James Runge.
During a low point in his life, a 

friend suggested he take his passion for 
sports and create a positive for himself. Write 
about sports, she said. It would be a diversion 
to help remove the negative thoughts that were 
occupying his mind.

Clearly, his friend knew best.
“She said, ‘You need to wrap your head 

around more positive intake for yourself,’” he 
said. “‘She said you have a huge passion for 
sports, why don’t you write a blog?’”

He was skeptical.
“At that time, with the negative head space 

I was in, I said, ‘No one is going to care; no 
one is going to read it.’ She was very frank and 
said, ‘Does it really matter if no one does? Who 
cares? At least you are writing it, and you are 
talking about sports and watching sports, you 
are in a good head place and you are positive. 
So just write it down and if no one reads it, no 
one reads it, but if you get into your negative 
zone, and you go and write sports and focus 
on that, that negative cloud passes over you 
eventually.’”

She was right and twine-time.blogspot.ca 
was born. 

Runge spent the first three days of the Ford 

World Women’s Curling Championship on the 
media bench.

“Sports has always been a part of my life, 
whether I have been active and personally and 
physically playing or watching. I go to as many 
sporting events as possible, whether it is tennis, 
football, basketball, hockey and curling, of 
course.”

Curling was one of the first topics for his 
blog.

“My grandparents are huge curling fans,” 
he said. “I curled mixed with them when I was 
in school. They took me to a few Scotties, a 
few Briers, a few world championships, so it 
kind of evolved and started there. Obviously, 
being from Saskatchewan, I’m a huge (Sandra) 
Schmirler fan. Who wasn’t?”

Runge, 35, was born and raised in Regina, 
attended the University of Saskatchewan in 
Saskatoon, before earning two degrees at the 
University of Oregon. He loves his Ducks and 
had his eyes on both the curling and the NCAA’s 
March Madness. Oregon advanced to the Sweet 
16, by the way.

Runge, who now works for the City of 
Calgary, is impressed with the field at this 
year’s worlds. He is also impressed with curlers, 
period.

Keyboard therapy
By CAM HUTCHINSON
Eye Opener Associated Editor

See BLOGGING
Page 14

James Runge started his blogging career with curling.



Thursday, March 24, 2016 Page 5

Proud sponsor of
2016 Ford World Women’s Curling Championship

We play 
where you play.

goldenwestradio.com

Where west meets east
J.D. Lind won a world curling championship 

in 2007 at the age of 21. No big deal, right? 
There are curlers all around the planet with 

championships at the junior level, and some at 
that age with titles in men’s and women’s play 
as well.

Lind is different than the rest. The 
Calgarian coached the Canadian junior men’s 
team to a world championship. He was 21 
and coaching his buddies, including Charley 
Thomas, who is here in Swift Current as the 
Canadian coach.

Lind has been coaching ever since he started 
at the top in 2007, when he helped guide the 
Canadian junior team to the world title in 
Eveleth, Minn. For a while he combined playing 
with coaching, but put his career on hold when 
he moved to Japan three years ago to take over 
that country’s women’s program.

Even the route Lind took to Japan seems 
slightly out of the ordinary to an outside 
observer.

People in Hokkaido, Japan, contacted the 
Alberta government and asked if somebody 
there would help them find a coach. Being that 
Hokkaido and Alberta are sister provinces, the 
Alberta Curling Federation was happy to help 
out. 

Lind was the person recommended for the 

job. Darn you, Alberta Curling Federation, for 
letting Lind get away on us.

“They have done a lot of exchanges in the 
past,” said Lind, 31. “The governments are the 
ones that started the process and eventually it 
funnelled down to Alberta Curling and they 
found me. That’s how it started.”

The man who recommended Lind for the job 
is Paul Webster, a national coach with Curling 
Canada and the Provincial High Performance 
Coach for the Alberta Curling Federation based 
out of the Glencoe Club in Calgary.

“J.D. was definitely the best candidate in 
the bunch in terms of being young and up-
and-coming but at the top level, too,” Webster 
told the Calgary Herald. “This provides him 
with a real good opportunity to get world and 
Olympic experience like he got (in 2014) that 
would be hard to come by in the next four to 
six years.”

Lind guided the Japanese team to a 
qualifying spot in the Sochi Games. At the 
Olympics, the team went 4-5, just missing the 
playoffs. Not bad.

It was the Nagano Olympics in 1998 that 
really turned Japan on to curling. It has been 
called the fastest growing winter sport in 
the country. Little known in 1998, there are 
now an estimated 10,000 people playing the 
game.

Lind lived in Japan for two-and-a-half years, 
but moved back to Calgary three weeks ago and 
plans to commute between Calgary and Japan 

for the foreseeable future.
“At the start of the year, I will go for two or 

three weeks and then they will come to Canada 
and we’ll meet here, so it’s a little bit easier 
now,” he said.

The Japanese team (7-2) has arguably been 
the biggest surprise on the winning side of the 
standings at this championship, but Lind isn’t 
surprised.

“They’ve worked extremely hard,” he said 
earlier in the week. “They are starting to put the 
pieces together.”

Have they ever.
Lind and Thomas renewed acquaintances this 

week. Thomas has been a pupil and teammate, 
but this afternoon he will be a foe when the two 
countries lock horns at 2 p.m.

“I was definitely excited when he 
(Thomas) won because I have a connection 
with everybody on Team Canada,” said Lind. 
“They’re all really good friends of mine. It’s 
going to be a very fun, unique experience. 
Charlie and I are still really good friends. 
Tonight (Wednesday) we plan to have a beer 
together in the Patch and unwind a bit. It’s 
friendly now but during the game there will be 
a lot on the line.

“It has been a nice home coming for us,” the 
soft-spoken Lind said of seeing Thomas again.

Lind has loved his time coaching in Japan.
“It’s been a lot of fun. Japan’s a great country 

with great people.”

Japan wrangles Albertan to run curling program

“We plan to 
have a beer 
together in 
The Patch 
and unwind 
a bit. It’s 
friendly now, 
but during the 
game there 
will be a lot 
on the line. 

 — J.D. Lind

By CAM HUTCHINSON
Eye Opener Associate Editor
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Anna Sloan
THIRD

Age: 25 
Born: Dumfries,
Scotland 
Lives: Stirling, Scotland 
Family: Single; Glen 
Muirhead (boyfriend) 
Years curled: 16 
Years on team: 2 
Occupation: Athlete/
curler 
Hobbies: Horse riding 
Most memorable sporting achieve-
ment: 2013 Worlds (gold), 2014 Olympics 
(bronze) 
Sports hero: Roger Federer 
Languages spoken: Scottish 
Delivers: Left 

Sarah Reid
LEAD

Age: 30 
Born: Paisley, Scotland 
Lives: Glasgow
Family: Single 
Years curled: 21 
Years on team: 2 
Occupation: Athlete/
curler 
Delivers: Right 
Languages spoken: 
English
Highlights: World 
women’s: 2015 at Sap-
poro, Japan, 8-6 overall (7-4, as lead for 
Muirhead, won tie-breaker over China’s 
Sijia Liu 9-4, lost Page 3-4 to Russia’s Anna 
Sidorova 7-2); 2010 at Swift Current, won 
Page 3-4 over Sweden’s Cecilia Ostlund 
8-3, won semi-final over Canada’s Jennifer 
Jones 10-4, lost final to Germany’s Andrea 
Schoepp 8-6, silver medallist).

Vicki Adams
SECOND

Age: 26 
Born: Edinburgh 
Lives: Stirling, Scotland 
Family: Single 
Years curling: 15 
Years on team: 2 
Occupation: Athlete/
curler 
Languages spoken: 
English 
Most memorable 
sporting achievement: 2014 Olympic 
Bronze 
Delivers: Right 
Highlights: Olympics: 2014 at Sochi, Rus-
sia, 6-5 overall (5-4, as second for Muir-
head, lost semi-final to Canada’s Jennifer 
Jones 6-4, won bronze medal over Switzer-
land’s Mirjam Ott 6-5).

Profile: Scotland

Various
Curling Clubs

Scotland
Alt.: Rachel Hannen

Coach:  David Hay
Formal name: Scotland
Local name: Alba
Local formal name: Rioghachd na 
h’Albannach
Location: Europe
Status: UN member country
Capital City: Edinburgh (Dùn Eideann)
Main cities: Glasgow, Dundee, Aberdeen, 
Inverness
Population: 5,295,000
Currency: 1 pound sterling = 100 pence
Languages: English, Scots, Scots Gaelic
Religion: Protestant, Roman Catholic

SCOTLAND AT THE WORLDS
Last five years:
2015: Eve Muirhead (7-4)
2014: Kerry Barr (2-9)
2013: Eve Muirhead (10-1 gold)
2012: Eve Muirhead (6-5)
2011: Anna Sloan (4-7)
Last championship — 2013
World titles — 2

FACTS

Eve Muirhead

SKIP
Age: 25 
Born: Perth, Scotland 
Lives: Stirling, Scotland 
Family: Single 
Years curled: 19 
Years on team: 2 
Occupation: Athlete/curler 
Hobbies: Golf, piping 
Most memorable sporting achieve-
ment: 2014 Olympic Bronze Medalist 
Famous relatives: Father Gordon: 
WCC 1999 (gold), 1995, ’93, ’92 (sil-
ver); brothers Glen & Thomas; 2013 
World Juniors (gold) 
Languages spoken: English 
Delivers: Right 
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�tness center  |  salon & spa
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page to view the
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World Women’s
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No delight for Swedes
They’ve stopped the bleeding for the moment, 

but the big question at the Ford World 
Women’s Curling Championship, presented 

by Meridian Manufacturing, these past few days 
is what has happened to the Swedish team of 
Margaretha Sigfridsson?

The Swedish crew from Skelleftea hammered 
Italy’s Federica Apollonio 11-5 Wednesday 
morning, then dumped Denmark’s Lene Nielsen 
6-2 in the afternoon, to break 
their shocking freefall that 
was painful to watch.

After opening with a quick 
victory to start the show 
on Saturday, Sigfridsson 
proceeded to throw the good 
vibes away, stumbling to six 
straight losses to fall right out 
of the playoff hunt.

So how does a gilt-edged 
team like Sigfridsson’s, a four-time silver medallist at 
this event and still one of the best women’s teams in 
the world, suddenly turn into disarray, looking very 
much like a run-of-the-mill outfit? Headshrinkers 
would have a field day with this.

“It’s been a little bit of everything, said 
Sigfridsson, who skips the team but leaves last-
rock duties to reliable Maria Prytz. “We didn’t play 
that good the second day, then we struggled a bit 
(more) and didn’t get the right feeling about the ice 
as we normally do.”

Bottom line: “We didn’t play as good as we had 

to. You can’t do average when you 
play the worlds.”

Indeed, they were way off form the 
first half of the event, ambushed by a 
couple of teams they would normally 
beat, looked at a lot of enemy granite, 
and eventually paid the price in the 
standings. When they hit the pillow 
after play Tuesday evening, they were 
tied for dead last with a record of 1-6. 
Yes, you read that right.

There was little reason for hand-
wringing leading up to the world 

event. The Swedes had 
been playing well, and were 
determined to finally step up to 
the gold podium this week.

Nobody saw this coming, 
including the Swedish skip.

“The season has been a 
little bit bumpy, good and bad, 
but we felt really good going 
into this championship,” said 
Sigfridsson.

So, with the playoffs out of each, the Swedes can 
only focus on winning out and getting some valuable 
points in the run-up to qualification for the Olympics in 
a couple of years.

“You need to work really hard to reload and 
come out of the bad feelings after all the losses, but 
we try to do a complete restart and think of it 
as a new competition. We lost our chance for 
the playoffs a while ago but it’s important 
to win the rest of games. We just have 
to play good the rest of the games.”

By DAVID KOMOSKY
Eye Opener Editor

“We didn’t play as 
good as we had to. 
You can’t do average 
when you play at the 
worlds”

— Margaretha Sigfridsson

Margaretha 
Sigfridsson
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IN 
THEDELICIOUS EATS        PATCH

PIZZA    BURGERS   WINGS   CHICKEN FINGERS 

SANDWICHES    SOUPS & SALADS   HOT DOGS
& MORE!

M
AR

. 2
5

FOR TOMORROW 
NIGHT’S PARTY:

Get ready to rock out in the Patch tonight! Wonderland is an amazing one hit wonder 

tribute band that will be taking over the stage to play classics by Soft Cell, The Buggles, 

Tommy Tutone and many more. Coupled with all your favourite classic rock hits, this 

band will keep you on your feet, dancing and partying all night long.

GET SOCIAL!
The feel of the ice, the roar of the game, and the cold, cold barley 

nectar! We want to hear about all of your stories at this year’s Ford 

World Women’s Curling Championship! Great shots, triumphs or 

moments of awe — immortalize them into legend. Join your voice to 

the roar on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram!

Official 
tags: #WWCC2016 #AngusMcStone

CurlingCanada

WONDERLAND

SEE LEGENDS
COOL SHOTSget made with

MUSIC, FOOD &
BARLEY NECTAR
THE PATCHall at

You’d better hold on to your kilts and tams!

MEN WITHOUT 
SHAME&

PHOTO BY: ARDEN C. FIALA

“Win big! Sign up for the free-to-play Cool Shots tourney — a miniature 

version of the roaring game! Prizes daily! Compete for the big overall 

prize, bragging rights & the chance to wear the crown in the Finals. 

Just think of all the barley nectar!”                                  — Angus McStone

PHOTO BY: ARDEN C. FIALA



Thursday, March 24, 2016 Page 9

SPACE TO PLACE YOUR 
AUTOGRAPHS BELOW!AUTOGRAPH SESSIONS

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL

THURSDAY, MARCH 24  |  12:30 p THURSDAY, MARCH 24   |  5:15 p

TEAM GERMANY TEAM RUSSIA

YOUR STORIES! They will sing songs of this day! Here’s what you’re saying 
about the Ford World Women’s Curling Championship!

Elaine Dagg-Jackson @4footcurling 

“Thanks for cheering.” 
#curling @TeamCareyCurl 
@CurlingCanada #WWCC2016

jennbullock1 

“#curlingfans #WWCC2016.”

Get over to the Patch to get up close 
& personal with members of Team 
Russia! You won’t believe what they 
have to say. Maybe even clink a glass 
or two, with a possible autograph 
opportunity to follow. 

5:45 P 

TH
UR

SD
AY

MA
RC

H 
24

TEAM RUSSIA

GUESS WHO?

“AT THE 2012 FORD 
WORLD WOMEN’S 

CHAMPIONSHIP THIS 
TEAM MADE HISTORY 

BY WINNING THE 
MOST GAMES IN ITS 

COUNTRY’S HISTORY 
AT THE EVENT.

” A: TEAM SOUTH KOREA
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           The World Women’s Curling Championship 

Through the lens

Michael Burns crisscrosses the country 
taking photos at Curling Canada events.

Satsuki  
Fujisawa skips 
Team Japan to 
an 8-1 victory 
over Germany.

Team Germany 
skip Daniela 
Driendl.

Finland third  
Milja Hellsten 
calls in a shot, 
but the team 
ended up giving 
Korea its first of 
two wins  
Wednesday.

Italy wasn’t able to 
follow up its first 
win Tuesday with 
another against 
Sweden  
Wednesday.

Team South 
Korea  
celebrates 
its win 
against 
Finland. It 
followed 
up with a 
huge upset 
win against 
Canada  
in the  
afternoon 
draw.
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DAN MCINTOSH & HEATHER ANDERSON

WEEKNIGHTS 6

YOUR WORLD AT HOME

Crescent Point Energy is proud to sponsor the
2016 Ford World Women’s Curling Championship.

crescentpointenergy.com 
Photo: s.yume. Used under CC BY 2.0

Thank You
Friends!Friends!

Thank YouTh k Y
F i d !

www.supremebasics.com

Proudly Serving 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario

Office Supplies • Business Furniture 

Printing & Promotional Products 

Education Resources • Legal Products

Your
CANADIAN 
Supplier of:

www.cimcorefrigeration.com

CIMCO Refrigeration 
welcomes all  

participants and fans  
to the...

From practice time at local curling rinks in communities
across Canada, to the big game here in Swift Current,

the best plays happen when we work together.

We believe in teamwork.

Pioneer
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LINESCORES
Draw 12
9 p.m.

Russia (Sidorova) 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 x x x  —    1
Scotland (Muirhead) *1 3 1 0 1 1 0 x x x  —    7

Japan (Fujisawa) *0 4 0 3 0 1 x x x x  —    8
Germany (Driendl) 0 0 1 0 0 0 x x x x  —    1

Italy (Apollonio) 0 0 1 0 3 0 1 0 x x  —    5
Sweden (Sigfridsson) *2 2 0 4 0 1 0 2 x x  —    11

Finland (Kauste) *0 1 3 0 1 0 1 0 0 x  —    6
South Korea (Kim)  *0 0 0 2 0 1 0 3 3 x  —    9

Draw 13
2 p.m.

South Korea (Kim) 0 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 2 2  —    8
Canada (Carey) *0 0 2 0 0 2 0 3 0 0  —    7

Sweden (Sigfridsson) *1 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 x  —    6
Denmark (Nielsen) 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 x  —      2

Germany (Driendl) *0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 0  —    4
USA (Brown) 0 1 0 1 1 0 2 0 0 2  —    7

Scotland (Muirhead) *2 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 —    6
Switzerland (Feltscher)  0 1 0 0 0 2 1 1 1 0 1 —    7

Draw 14
7 p.m.

USA (Brown) 0 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 x  —    4
Japan (Fujisawa) *1 0 2 0 1 2 0 0 1 x  —    7

Switzerland (Feltcher) 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 x  —    3
Russia (Sidorova) *1 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 x  —    6

Canada (Carey) *2 1 0 1 1 2 0 x x x  —    7
Finland (Kauste) 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 x x x  —    1

Denmark (Nielsen) 0 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 1 x  —    7
Italy (Apollonio)  *0 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0  —    5

* — Last rock

SCHEDULE
TODAY

9 a.m. Draw
A — FIN vs. SWE; B — ITA vs. KOR; C — JPN vs. SCO; D — RUS vs. GER

2 p.m. Draw
A — SUI vs. ITA; B — USA vs. FIN; C — DEN vs. RUS; D — CAN vs. JPN

7 p.m. Draw
A — GER vs. DEN; B — SCO vs. CAN; C — KOR vs. SUI; D — SWE vs. USA

STANDINGS
 W L
C a n a d a  ( C a r e y )  7  2
S w i t z e r l a n d  ( F e l t s c h e r )  7  2
J a p a n  ( F u j i s a w a )  7  2
S c o t l a n d  ( M u i r h e a d )  7  2
R u s s i a  ( S i d o r o v a )  6  3
D e n m a r k  ( N i e l s e n )  4  5
S o u t h  K o r e a  ( G i m )  4  5
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ( B r o w n )  4  5
G e r m a n y  ( D r i e n d l )  3  6
S w e d e n  ( S i g f r i d d s o n )  3  6
F i n l a n d  ( K a u s t e )  1  8
I t a l y  ( A p o l l o n i o )  1  8

Canada’s Amy Nixon gives it a long, hard look.

WORLD  SCOREBOARD
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Flexible  
Farm Financing

Growing is simple with an All In One Mortgage
Whether you’re making a big purchase or expanding your operation, our All In 
One Mortgage is a convenient and flexible way to finance your farm business.

Our Relationship Managers will come to you. 
Call to book an appointment today. 

1.866.446.7001/ innovationcu.ca

Gold Sponsor of the 2016 Ford World Women’s Championship

sasksport.sk.ca

TM

Sport is more 
than a game.

Sport skills 
are life skills.

• Respect teammates, 
  competitors and 
  offi cials both on 
  and off the ice

• Win with dignity 
  and lose with grace

- truesport.ca

proud sponsor

Q&A
“I’d ask the Scottish third if she’s found 

any interesting men in Swift Current, like her 
predecessor did six years ago. Her predecessor 
ended up marrying the mayor.”

— Harry Plemel
Weyburn, Sask.

“Well after Tuesday night’s loss, 
mathematically South Korea can’t make 
the playoffs. But I’d like to tell the team to 
keep fighting, and to remember that the next 
Olympics are on home ice. There are and there 
will be 55 million people back home cheering 
them on, win or lose!”

— Shawn Bechtold
Suwon, South Korea

“I’ve sure enjoyed team Italy’s heart at this 
event. I’d like to tell them that. You can tell by 
the way they play that they have so much heart. 
It was great to see them get a win on Tuesday. 
With this team, I’m sure they’ll have many more 
wins and much success in the future.”

— Carl Salter
Swift Current

“Go Team Japan! I’d commend them on their 
curling program, which is getting stronger and 
stronger. It’s just great to see them performing 
so well. And it’s great to see an Alberta boy 
coaching them. To the whole team, I’d like to 
say ganbatte, which means good luck and best 
wishes in Japanese.”

— Jesse Wachter
Toronto, Ontario

“I’d say a lot of good things to Canada. I’d tell 
them to keep up the good work and stay strong! 
We’re confident in them. They’re going to take 
the gold!”

— Celia Baldwin
Swift Current

“I’d like to commend all the teams on their 
good sportsmanship. This has been great. It’s 
always entertaining. I’m enjoying the level of 
play and I’m loving the fans.”

— Terry James
Swift Current, Sask.

With world curling fans
If you could say anything to one of the teams or 

one of the curlers, what would it be?

Editor  — Dave Komosky
Associate Editor — Cam 
Hutchinson
Reporter  — Michael Connors
Layout — Dave Connors
Photographer — Mike Burns Jr.
Printer — Transcontinental, 
Saskatoon

EYE
OPENER



Page 14 2016 Ford World Women’s Curling Championship  

Sponsor of the Day 

The Pioneer Co-op is 
privileged and proud to be a 
Gold Sponsor and to welcome 
the 2016 Ford World Women’s 
Curling Championships to 
Swift Current.  Formed in July 
1936, Pioneer Co-op has become a fixture in the Swift Current Community.  Co-op 
has grown from a simple service station to a place that will satisfy all your shopping 
needs.  The Pioneer Co-op is locally owned and controlled by its members.  Profit is 
returned to the members based on patronage.  With locations in Swift Current and 
fourteen communities (Abbey, Cabri, Consul, Frontier, Gull Lake, Herbert, Hodgeville, 
Kyle, Maple Creek, Morse, Ponteix, Sceptre, Stewart Valley and Tompkins) our aim is 
to be there for our member/customer.   Please stop by one of our locations while in 
Swift Current and we would be pleased to assist you. We will make you feel “You’re 
At Home Here!”

“One of the things I have really loved 
about it is the behind the scenes stuff — how 
supportive the players are. They have been 
great with media. Erika Brown is a good 
example. (After her loss to Canada), with all 
the drama going on, she was very friendly, 
very open, smiling and laughing and having 
fun.”

He has struck up an online friendship with 
the Swiss and German women’s teams that are 
here this week. 

“The Swiss team was the first one I started 
following when I was writing. They started 
retweeting my tweets and my blog. They 
were one of the original supporters. It is 
great to see them finally in person because 
we have talked on Twitter a few times. Team 
Germany has been outstandingly supportive 
as well.

“The international teams have been really 
friendly and outstanding to me, which is nice. I 
think that is what makes curling unique. They’re 
athletes and they’re high-profile athletes, but at 
the same time you see them always giving back 

to the community, always taking time for fans 
— high-fiving and taking pictures. You don’t 
see that in pro sports all the time.”

He said he is grateful that Curling Canada 
assigned him a seat on the media bench.

“I am just a blogger with ‘just’ in quotation 
marks, but I blog and it is not a paying job, 
but I volunteer and am very fortunate that 
Curling Canada gave me the opportunity to 
sit up here and do this with you guys. They 
don’t have to do that, but they obviously see 
some value. For someone who does it as a 
volunteer and has passion for sports to have 
people who are in it on a regular basis say 
they (value my work), I can’t ask for a better 
compliment.”

In his last blog posting, Runge predicted the 
outcome of these worlds.

He confesses right off the top that he picked 
Canada to finish fourth.

“So I am not getting the most love right 
now,” he said with a laugh.

He thinks Scotland will win gold, Russia 
silver and Switzerland bronze.

He has been blogging for less than three 
years, but it has been good for his mental 
health.

“It is something that started out of a negative 
that I have pulled into a positive. And being in 
a better mental state now, it has kept growing.”

Blogging
FROM PAGE 4

IT’S ONE COOL GAME!
When you look at a shuffleboard 

table, does something about it 
feel off?

Why is the house triangular? How 
come the scoring doesn’t make any 
sense?

It’s probably just that you love curling 
too much. Ron Tibble does as well, so 
when a shoulder injury took him off the 
curling sheets, he decided to re-adapt the 
game in tabletop form.

The whole process began in 2000 in 
Tibble’s basement in Russell, Man. It 
required more than simply repainting the 
lines on a shuffleboard table.

“Olympic champ Kevin Martin told 
me ‘if you could ever get the rocks to curl 
to the centre, then you’ll have a winner,’” 
said Tibble.

On his advice, Tibble developed a 
patented, adjustable curl system that 
slightly dishes the surface. This causes 
rocks to curl toward the centre just like 
in the real game. Throw in carefully 
weighted stones and the right surface to 

the table, and Cool Curling is born. 
Jump to 2016 and Cool Curling, much 

like curling itself, is increasingly international. 
Tibble now counts customers in Europe, Asia, 
the U.S., and even as far as Australia. But 
it’s not just for fun and games: Many clubs 
in Canada and around the world have found 
Cool Curling is useful as an educational tool 
for off-ice instruction.

“The table provides a good 
opportunity for youth to learn the strategy 
of the game also,” said Tibble. “It’s been 
used a lot as a teaching tool.”

The game has a learning curve that’s 
not too hard on beginners, but it does 
reward honed skill.

“It’s a game you can really build 
your skill on  — it’s all eye-hand,” 
said Tibble. “I’m very good at it, if 
anyone wanted to challenge me, they’d 
have their work cut out for them, I’m 
confident of that.”

Visitors to The Patch won’t have to 
challenge Tibble, but they can challenge 
each other. Two tables are set up for 
casual play and a week-long, free-of-
charge tournament will see daily winners 
walk away with 50 dollars and a place 
in the final weekend bonspiel. There, the 

top curler will receive $250, 
while $150 and $100 will go 
to second and third place, 
respectively.

And for those interested 
in having their very 
own Cool Curling table, 
Tibble emphasizes the 
customizability of his 
tables.

“A lot of people who win 
a Brier or a Scotties will 
customize a table top with 
logos and decals for their 
rec room or curling club; 
that way it makes for a nice 
memory,” he said.

And if you check out 
www.coolcurling.com, 
you’ll get an idea of how 
far the customization can 
go. There are tables with 
fireplaces, fridges and 
more built right in.

But most 
importantly, someone 
has finally fixed 
shuffleboard for all the 
curling fans out there.

By MICHAEL CONNORS
Eye Opener Contributor
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Irene Schori
THIRD

Age: 32 
Birthdate: December 
4, 1983 
Born: Zürich 
Lives: Wettswil/ Zürich, 
Switzerland 
Family: Partner, Pascal 
Years curled: 24 
Years with team: 4 
Occupation: Forensics 
Civil Agent 
Hobbies: Waterskiing, tennis, squash 
Most memorable sporting achievement: 
2014 world champion 
Sports hero: Pat Simmons 
Languages spoken: German, English 
Delivers: Right 

Christine Urech
LEAD

Age: 32 
Birthdate: Jan. 15, 
1984 
Born: Biel, Switzerland 
Lives: Lucerne,
Switzerland 
Family: Boyfriend, 
Mario Rohner 
Years curled: 21 
Years with team: 6 
Occupation: Industrial designer 
Hobbies: Skiing, Traveling, Sailing, Squash 
Most memorable sport achievement: 
2014 world champion 
Languages spoken: German, English 
Delivers: Right 

Franziska Kaufmann
SECOND

Age: 28 
Born: Unterseen,
Switzerland 
Lives: Grindelwald 
Family: In a relationship 
Years curled: 15 
Years with team: 6 
Occupation: Ticketing 
Agent – Train Station in 
Grindelwald 
Hobbies: Travelling, curling, family 
Most memorable sporting achievement: 
2014 world champion 
Sports hero: Roger Federer 
Languages spoken: German, French, 
English 
Delivers: Right

Profile: Switzerland

CC Flims
Flims

Alt.: Carole Howald
Coach:  Al Moore

Formal name: Swiss Confederation
Local name: Schweiz/Suisse/Svizzera
Local formal name: Confoederatio 
Helvetica
Location: Europe
Status: UN member country
Capital City: Bern
Main cities: Zurich, Geneva, Basel, 
Lausanne
Population: 7,870,000
Area: 41,290 sq. km
Currency: 1 Swiss franc = 100 centimes
Languages: French, German, Italian, 
Romansch
Religions: Roman Catholic, Protestant

SWITZERLAND AT THE WORLDS
Last five years:
2015: Alina Patz (10-1 gold)
2014: Binia Feltscher (9-2 gold)
2013: Silvana Tirinzoni (6-5)
2012: Mirjam Ott (8-3 gold)
2011: Mirjam Ott (7-4)
Last championship — 2015
World titles — 5

FACTS

Binia Feltscher

SKIP
Age: 37 
Born: Chur, Switzerland 
Lives: Flims 
Family: Husband, Ria — son Cla (6), 
daughter Mea (4) 
Years curled: 25 
Years with team: 6 
Occupation: Curler, mother, housewife 
Hobbies: Skiing, biking, hiking 
Most memorable sporting
achievement: 2014 World Champion 
Sports hero: Glen Howard 
Languages spoken: German, Räto-
romanisch 
Delivers: Right
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when you buy a lottery 

ticket, you help saskatchewan 

lotteries fund over 12,000 

sport, culture, recreation 

and community groups. 

That makes life better for 

people across saskatchewan, 

and that’s something 

to cheer about!

www.sasklotteries.
ca

everyone
wins!

STARK & MARSH
CPA LLP

Stark & Marsh CPA LLP
365 Central Ave. N  |  Swift Current, SK

PH: (306) 773-7285  |  inquiry@starkmarsh.com

Pat McDougall
Mobile Paving

<< WE’VE WORKED WITH STARK & MARSH FOR 
OVER 30 YEARS AND CONTINUE TO BE IMPRESSED 
WITH THEIR QUALITY OF WORK - FROM COMPLEX 

SITUATIONS TO DAY-TO-DAY TASKS. WE ALSO 
ENJOY WORKING WITH THEM ON VARIOUS 

COMMUNITY EVENTS. >>

ESTATE PREPARATION & PLANNING SERVICES
When a close family member or friend passes away, ensuring their �nancial a�airs are handled 
appropriately can be an overwhelming task. We o�er professional services to assist the family 
and executor in �nalizing all tax matters in an e�cient and timely manner. Leslie Neufeld and 
Amy Simonson along with their team, o�er planning and advice concerning the transfer of 
assets to the bene�ciaries to minimize the tax consequences along with the following Services: 

• Assistance in gathering information for the preparation of the probate application 
• Correspondence with other professionals, including lawyers, appraisers, investment brokers      
   and �nancial institutions
• Preparation of the Terminal and Rights or Things Tax Returns 
• Advice on transferring assets 
• Preparation of Trust Tax Returns 
• Advice on family trusts 
• Applying for the Clearance Certificate  

Amy Simonson
CPA, Ca, MPAcc,
Senior Manager

Leslie Neufeld
CPA, CA, CFP,
Partner

1. She said it: “I’m trying to introduce 
people to show myself as a real 
sportsman and not a beautiful girl.”
a) Anna Sidorova.
b) Christina Bertrup.
c) Jocelyn Peterman.
d) Eve Muirhead.

2. Aside from being a world-class 
curler, TSN commentator Cheryl 
Bernard has this in common with 
Chelsea Carey, Anna Sloan, Anna 
Sidorova and Eve Muirhead:

1) Eash is married to a professsional 
hockey player.
2) Each is a vegetarian.
3) Each is married to a professional 
tennis player.
4) Each is a former calendar girl.

3. TSN commentator Russ Howard is 
the father of:

a) Movie director and actor Ron Howard.
b) CURLSASK executive director Ashley 
Howard
c) The Free Guard Zone
d) Glenn Howard.

4. True or false: There are more curling 
clubs in southwest Saskatchewan than 
there are in Japan.

5. Former world champion Sandra 
Schmirler of Regina has this 
in common with figure skating 
legend Barbara Ann Scott and 
country singers Shania Twain and 
k.d. lang:
a) Each is a member of Canada’s Walk of 
Fame.
b) Each has served as Grand Marshal for 
the Calgary Stampede parade.
c) Each has a twin sibling.
d) Each has been featured on a Canadian 
postage stamp.

CURLING QUIZ

ANSWERS:
1. That’s Russian skip Anna Sidorova 
talking. Voted her country’s sexiest 
Olympian at the 2014 Sochi Games, 
Sidorova attracted considerable 
attention after doing a magazine photo 
shoot that featured her in sexy lingerie.

2. TSN’s Cheryl Bernard and the other 
girls all were featured on the Women of 
Curling calendars.

3. TSN’s Russ Howard is Ashley 

Howard’s pop and he’s also known 
as the Father of the Free Guard Zone 
when he introduced the Moncton Rule 
to Canadian curling.

4. True. SASKCURL lists 24 registered 
clubs in the southwest sector of the 
province, including the Swift Current 
Curling Club, while Japan has just a 
dozen facilities dedicated to curling.
5. The late Sandra Schmirler and the 
other girls have all been featured on 
Canadian stamps.


