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17. October 2008

For the first  time since his abduction to Turkey in 1999 Abdullah Ocalan, 
founder of PKK held in strict solitary confinement, has been physically tor-
tured and openly threatened with death.

As his lawyers told the press yesterday in Istanbul, Ocalan has been dragged by 
prison personnel to an adjoining room, forced to the ground by three persons 
while his cell was ravaged. When he protested against these brutal measures, he 
was explicitly threatened with death.

Ocalan has been held under isolation conditions that is defined as torture. He 
is  the only prisoner on Imrali  Island, guarded by 1000 soldiers.  Council  of 
Europe's Anti-torture committee (CPT) has denounced his imprisonment con-
ditions harshly in its four previous reports and up to the present day.

Since 2005 the juridical, psychological and now also physical assaults have con-
tinuously been aggravated. Last year highly elevated levels of heavy metals had 
been detected in Ocalan's hair and body, the source of which could not be 
determined. Subsequently CPT underlined the devastating consequences of the 
solitary confinement for his health. 

Since Ilker Basbug became chief of the Turkish general staff, for the first time 
physical assaults against Abdullah Ocalan have occurred. In late June 2008 his 
head has been completely shaven against his will. The new assaults however are 
unprecedented and related to the latest operations of annihilation of the Tur-
kish army and the threats that chief of staff Ilker Basbug has been making via 
the  press  for  weeks.  Furthermore  the  emergence  of  a  lynching  atmosphere 
against the Kurds in Turkey gives reason for concern and alarm.

The  International  Initiative  is  highly  concerned  about  the  new practice  of 
physical torture. Its spokesperson John Tobisch-Haupt stated on Thursday:

“The detention conditions at Imrali have been unacceptable for a long time.  
Such assaults constitute another violation of the European Human Rights  
Convention. Coupled with the military operations they are suited to further  
heat up the political tensions. We even fear that there might be the threat of  
a civil war.”
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The International Initiative calls on the European Governments, the EU, the Council of Europe and 
the Anti-torture-committee (CPT) to assume responsibility and put a hold to the inhumane imprison-
ment conditions at the “Turkish Guantanámo”. Europe must finally make human rights and the solu-
tion of the Kurdish question the central criterion in its relations with Turkey. Silence, in the face of the 
current escalation, means consent. 

The International Initiative calls on the Turkish government to distance itself from its policy of escala-
tion and resort to dialogue instead of inciting more bloodshed. 

The International Initiative calls on all circles in the society of Turkey to oppose the politics of their 
state leadership and make use of all possibilities to lower the tensions and resolve the conflict.

Note:

Since 15 October 2008 a vigil is being held at Neumarkt in Cologne. Until 8 November Kurds will 
demonstrate day and night against the detention conditions at Imrali and for a peaceful solution of the 
Kurdish question. At 1 p.m. on Saturday, 18 October 2008, a demonstration is scheduled. The Inter-
national Initiative supports the vigil and the demonstration and calls for solidarity with the demonstra-
tors.
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