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There is no doubt but that this fire was accidental, and the houses being very old and con-
taining a great amount of readily inflammable wood-work, burned with rapidity; and it was only the
promptitude and energy of the several Fire Brigades that prevented a serious conflagration.

‘ : I have the honor to be,

Sir,

- , : / Your most obedient Servant,

C. May,
Superintendent, Fire Brigade.
The Honorable J. GARDINER AUSTIN,
Colonial Secretary,
Hongkong.

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION. ‘ :
It is hereby notified, that the Honorable Stk JomN Smare, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
and Judge of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Hongkong, has, with the approval of His Excellency the-
Governor, appointed Francis SxowpEx, Esquire, Puisne Judge, to be a Deputy Judge of the said
Vice- Admiralty Court. , ,

By Command, ,
J. GARDINER AUSTIN,
! Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 13th October, 1874. p

No. 159.
, GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.

Tenders will be received at this Office, until Noon of the 26th instant, for cleansing the Public
Dust Bins and removing the Night Soil from Public Latrines and Colonial Public Buildings in
Victoria, for Twelve Months, commencing on the 1st of November, 1874, -

The Contractor will be bound by the Rules and Regulations made by the Governor in Council,
on the 2nd of October, 1874, and by such other Rules and Regulations as may be passed during
the period over which the Contract extends, and by the Conditions of the Contract, which can be
seen at the Surveyor General’s Office. :

. The Tenders should specify the Names and Residences of the proposed Sureties.
Further particulars regarding the number and position of the Latrines, Dust Bins, &c., can be

" obtained from the Surveyor General’s Office.

By Command, :
J. GARDINER AUSTIN,
Colorial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 14th October, 1874.

No. 160. . .:
GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.

The subjoined Post Office Notice is published for general information.

"By Command,

J. GARDINER AUSTIN,
Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s‘Oﬂice, Hongkong, 14th October, 1874.

: POST OFFICE NOTICE. _

As some misapprehension exists regarding the transmission of Packets of Patterns and Samples
through the Post, it is hereby notified for general information, that the privilege of sending such
articles through the Post at the rates of postage applicable to them is restricted to bond fide Trade
Patierns or Samples of Merchandize. Goods sent for sale, or in execution of an order (however small -
the quantity may be), or any articles sent by one private indiwidual to another which are not actually
patterns or samples, are not admissible.

F. W. MITCHELL,

Postmaster General,

General Post Office, Hongkong, 13th October, 1874.

No. 161, ‘
GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.
The following Reports of Damages and Loss of Life caused by the Typhoon of the 22nd—23rd
of September, are published for general information. ,
By Command,

J. GARDINER AUSTIN,
Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 14th October, 1874.
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Captain Superintendent of Police to Colonial Secretary.

[No. 168.]

Str,—1I have the honor to forward, for the information of H. E. the” Governor, the'following
particulars as to deaths and losses caused by the Typhoon of 22nd and 23rd September, 1874, on the

Island of Hongkong and in British Kowloong..

2. The bodies of 17 Europeans and 604 Chinese have been recovered by the Police, and by them

buried, or by the friends of the deceased.

8. Over 200 houses have been destroyed or rendered unihhabitable, as recorded in Appendix 4 ;

one house was also burnt.

4. Two steamers, Albay and Leonor, have sunk
Steamer Alaska valued at $250,000, is on shore near

in the Hs;.rbor, and the ‘Pacific Mail Com pany’s

Vicroria, HoNerong,
30th September, 1874.

&

Aberdeen, and will with difficulty be got off.

About eight Ships are supposed to have been lost. :

8. The destruction of Chinese Junks and small boats, it is impossible to estimate. At Stone
Cutters’ Island about 100 were stranded; at Shau-ki-wén 37 large Junks, and several house boats;
at Aberdeen about 100 Junks and Sampans; at Stanley no boat was left when the Typhoon was over.

6. The telegraph posts were blown down in. different’ parts of the Island, so as.to prevent all
communication. | The majority of the lamp posts also lost their lanterns, and the Gas Works were so
damaged that Gas could not be supplied to the Streets for two nights. ‘

7. The roads were almost impassable from the obstruction caused by the fallen trees.

8. The loss of personal property is also great, nearly every person complaining of some loss or

damage. .

9. The details that I have given above are of necessity meagre, the number of hodies recovered

in all probability represents only § of the actual loss. N
down with their crews on board, and are thus probably buried in their vessels.

. 10. T enclose readings of the barometer taken at the Central Station by the Colonial Surgeon ;

during the Typhoon,

.

The Honorable J. GARDINER AusTiy,
Colonial Secretary, .

Hongkona.

In many cases the Junks and Ships have gone

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

W. M. Deang,
Captain Superintendent of Police,

Appendix A.

List of Houses destroyed, &e., by Typhoon, .

CITY OF VICTORIA.

8t. Joseph’s Chapel.

Praya East, ..covvevenns Nog, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 22,

Tai Wong Street, ...... » ¢ and 8.

Tsoi Lung Lane, . ...... » 7.

Nullah Lane, ...covveeee. ,»  16.

Nullah Street, ...ooveee » 97, 88, 59, and 66,

Kat On Street, ...,..... » L

Station Street,.vee.eress ,, 15,

Hollywood Road, ...... » 180,152, 154, 1566, 192, 194, -
and 196.

First Street, .....oevunen » 00 and 74,

Second Street, . ......... » 91, 53, 58, 60, 62, 64, 66, 65,
67, 63, 61, 59, and 57.

Third Street, ...ecuss ey 10, 8,14, 18, 12, 13, 11, 9,
7,5,8, and 1.

High Street, ............ » 2and 3.

Yii Lok Lane, . .,....... » 1tol2,

30th September, 1874,

Shek Tong Tsui, ...... 11 Houses.
Battery Road, .........Nos. 1, 8, 7, 52, and 5.
Kwong Foong Lane,... ,, 1,2, and 3.
Praya Central, ......... » 43, 44, 51, 82, 85, 86, 100,
50 and 75.
Yau Ma Ty, .............30 Houses.
Stone Cutters’ Island, Gaol Wall blown down.
Tai Kok Tsui, .......... 16 Houses.
Mong Kok, ........, eeld
Stanley, ..................Greater part of Village.
Shau-ki Wan,...,,....... Several *Houses.
" Aberdeen,................ ’ ’
Ap-li-chau .. euyeryennns. 40 Houses. .
Pok-fo-lum, ......... .:..3 Bungalows and 1 House in
~ourse of building.
Gap, . «ocoveeviririne. .2 Bungalows,
W. M. Deang,

Captain Superintendent of Police,
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W
Appendix B. ‘
Readings of Barometer taken at Central Station, 22nd and 23rd September, 1874.

Time. Barometer. REMARKS. Time. |Barometer. REMARKS.
Sept. 22nd,1874,| 7.80 pm. |  29.50 143 am. | 2878 '

9.00 ,, 29.40 ] 148 28.76

10.00 ,, 29.30 1556 ,, 28.75 | Gusts heavy and frequent.
11.30 ,, 20.20 ' 2.03 ,, 28.78 | Shifting to 70.

Sept. 23rd, 1874, | Midnight. 20.15 215 ,, 28.77 | Shifting rapidly between

0.05 a.m. 29.10 - | Bobbing t35ths. 220 ,, 28.80 28.80 & 85 till 2.40 a.m.
1215 ,, 29.06 240 , 28.85

1225 ,, 29.02 245 ,, 28.90

12.40 °,, 28.95 ‘ 250 , 28.90

12.45 28.95 255 28.95 | Gusts lighter and long
12.56 ,, 28.94 3.00 ,, 28.97 intervals.

1.08 ,, 28.91 1 306 29.00 ’
1.07 ,, 28.90 : 310 ,, 20.05 } Gusts heavier and conti-
110 28.90 320 ,, 29.10 nuous,

1.20 ,, 28.88 : 3.30 ,, 29.15 '

123 ,, 28.85 ] 3386 29.20 | Gusts heavy but longer
1.27 28.84 - 345 20.25 intervals. :
1.3¢ ,, 28.82 400 20.28 .

.85 28.81 4.05 20.30 .

137, 28.80 420 ,, 20.34

W. M. DEANE,

Captain Superintendent of Police.

Registrar Genéral to Colomal Secretary.

“

With reference to your Memo. of the 28th. ultiino, I beg to report, for His Excellency The
Governor’s information, that up to this date the number of Deaths, occasioned by the Typhoon, which
have been registered, is as follows:— o -

CHINESE.
DroOWNED.
Male Adults, ......c.... reevenereerens e eeesnase Cereernens 419
Female ,,  .ceveenenienes cereessesaes TR ¥:)
Male Children, .. ccoeerecrrsserronieerans srnesveceeeene 93
Female ,, e eecenens crerenes Corereees . 48
712
KiLLED BY FALnING Housgs.
Male Adults, eeeeerenevaneans cerenees ceersesenans ereseese D2
Female ,, ........ ceerencannas verecrsene ceserereees veee 15
Male Children, . ......... ceerrerienencarane bereeraseeoens 12
Female ,, ..ccoceveneens Ceeetesriirsertareeanarne . 5
84
Total Deaths,........ cerrsenene ceeeeees 796

The above refer to Chinese among whom, of course, the greatest number of Deaths occurred.
I may take this opportunity of reporting to His Excellency the great aid given by the Board of Direction
of the Tung-Wa Hospital in the late serious emergency. The Board hired boats and engaged men
through whose instrumentality as many as 193 bodies of those enumerated above were buried.

Further, they hired the Sir Jamsetjee Jegjeebhoy, steamer, and one of the members of the Board
searched the mneighbouring headlands and inlets, where they buried several other bodies of their
countrymen, as well as those of two Kuropeans.

The energy displayed and the good work done by the Board deserves, I think, some recognition
from the Government.
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Besides the Deaths among Chinese,—and our returns will never show the actual loss of life, which
may be roughly estimated at thrice that recorded,—there were among Europeans and other than
Chinese :— . : '

DrowNED.
Male Adults, veerrenenneenientonrerensetornonsen oneensess 14
Kiztep By Farune Houses.
Male Adults, oo e o) ceseset erirrises vansase . 3

Thus shewing a total of 813 Deaths regiétered. ‘
The Surveyor General will report as to the destruction of houses belonging to Chinese, as I have
furnished him with the details which I have received.

Ceorw C. Smrts,
! Registrar General.
Registrar General’s Office, Hongkong, 7th October, 1874, .
The Honorable J. GARDINER AusTIN, '
i Colonial Secretary,
Hongxona.

Surveyor General to Colonial Secretafy.

[NVo. 156.] | SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Hoxckong, 9tk October, 1874.

Sir,—Pending the completion of more detailed accounts, I have the honour to submit, for the
information of His Excellency the Governor, the present brief memorandum of the damage done to
the city and outlying villages by the typhoon of the 23rd ultimo.

Doubtless the Harbour Master’s Report will have contained a full account of all metéorological -
phenomena connected with the gale, and it will not therefore be necessary to repeat them here. It is
to be regretted that no record should have been obtained of the pressure of the wind, as the Meteoro-
logical Station connected with the Government Hospital was swept away when that building col-
lapsed, and no vestige was left of the Anemometrical register. That the island, however, was not
many miles distant from the focus of the cyclone is proved not only by the intensity of the wind, but
by a feature known to exist only within such a focus, namely, the abrupt intervals of calm during the
height of the gale. These lulls were instantaneous often lasting as long as four or five minutes, and
alternating with the most violent gusts, equally sudden, the conjoint action of the two became, as it
were, that of a battering ram. To these sudden shocks, continued for three hours, buildings finally
succumbed, that would have withstood the same pressure of the wind, had the latter been constant
and steady. ' '

Although the gale is said to have culminated while blowing from E.N.E., I find that it must
have been almost as severe from the North and North- East, for quite as many buildings, fences, and
walls in Victoria were found thrown over towards the South as in the direction of the West.

It was not, however, until after 1 A.M. that the wind had attained a sufficient force to cause the
havoc which followed, and as this force had abated very considerably before 4 A.M., the entire work
of destruction in Hongkong may be said to have been accomplished within the space of three hours.
This does not, however, refer to life or property afloat, for in many places, junks and native craft had
already been blown adrift and were foundering shortly after midnight.

The villages in Kowloon were for a time sheltered by the mountains at the back of that Peninsula
and enjoyed comparative immunity until the wind following the cyclonic curve took them in flank and
blew down the houses towards the West and North-West. '

The following is a tabulated statement of the deaths which have occurred from the fall of buildings,
of the number of houses totally destroyed, and of the number of houses so damaged as to necessitate
their reconstruction. The number of buildings unroofed or otherwise danmaged, but not sufficiently
so to entail their removal, is too large to be accurately ascertained in time for this Report, but it is
roughly estimated that only four per cent of the houses in Victoria have escaped. In other words,
from four to six thousand dwellings may be said to have suffered more or less according to their exposed
or sheltered positions.



THE HONGKONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 17ta OCTOBER, 1874. 575

_ ‘ Housgs ‘HousEs PARTIALLY DEeaTHS

Locaurry. TOTALLY DESTROYED TO BE | FROM FaLL

DESTROYED. PULLED DOWN. or Housgs.
. Victoria, ..... cerecnenessasanes cereretensacarens 114 214 56
Yow Ma Tee,cceeierencnennncncnnnnes vereseenecar ctaenes 29 60 .
Stanley, ceeeeirennieniiiniiienee. ceesrnetareretant sansarans 32 . 156 3
Aberdeen, ............ crenreere resisens ereereesnasasnenes 10 48 } 929
Ap-li Chow, «evuvenieieiiieiiniriiiiiiee it ceneanene 10 29 )
Shau-ki Wan,.c.ccciv vererescrnrernsecniennens cornnnnee 23 97 6
Sai Wén, ...ceeenes Crerereresreraenas ceretenee ceraranes - 5 15
Little Hongkong, «.eeccvvveeimmniiiianniicnicninnnen. 43
Hung Hom, .......... ceerstetennees et teareere seecerans 2 16
Tai Kok TS0L, «eervereeronrenconans ceeterecnencnsnantnans 16 32 .
Mong Kok, ...cveuvneee cersnene s b eeeasrasecrsnes savenns . 14 30
Shek O, veversvnrevaues o oo ces susaseess snesassas nessaans 18 all the village.
ToTAL,........ cerernenes 273 . 740 87

The Government Inspectors also report that the villages of Hok-Yiin, Ma-t’au-wai, Tokwawan,

Matowkok, and -Matowchung have been left without a house standing, and that the ruins of the two.
“latter have been deserted by the villagers.

The foregoing table only gives the number of people who were found dead or dying under the
ruins of houses, but it is feared, although no record can be obtained, that a very large number must
have received bodily injuries, as it is known that as houses became unroofed and were threatened with
annihilation, their inmates left them and went into the streets when the latter were quite dark and
when building débris, roofing tiles and other missiles were being hurled from every housetop with a
force almost beyond credence.

Towards 2 A.M., the violence of the wind had driven before it such a large volume of water into
the harbour through the Lyeemoon Pass, that at this hour, which under ordinary circumstances should
have been that of low water, the sea had risen considerably above the datum of high water and
was washing over the lower portions of the City. Before 3 a.M., the Gas Works were submerged, and
the gas supply being cut off, the City was during these most anxious moments suddenly plunged in
darkness. About this time, Mr. CREAGH, the Deputy Superintendent of Police,and some other gentle-
men who had collected together a fev volunteers to put out a fire, which had broken out in Jervois
Street, report that the latter as well as the streets between it, Bonham Strand, and the. Praya, were
four feet under water, that the people were up to their Waists in water; and that the waves were buffet-
ing the fire engine so that it could not be used. This evidence is corroborated by the marks left on
many buildings after the sea retired, among others, the Harbour Master’s Office had five feet of water
in its lower storey

The entire sea frontage of the City Has been very seriously damaged. The Praya wall for a
iength of  of a mile between the City Hall and Toong Kai Street has been broken up, and will
have to be entirely rebuilt with new material. From looncr Kai Street as far as the Sailors’ Home, a
distance of one mile, the wall shows s6 many breaches, and s altogether so undermined that it is still
a matter of doubt whether long sections of 1t may not require rebuilding in like manner. In man
places from the Eastern Guard House to East Point, the sea wall has also given way and will require
reconstruction on a more solid basis than has hitherto been adopted in Hongkong. But as the very
important subject of the sea defence of the City is one of special Report, now under preparation, it
will be premature to dilate upon it in this memorandum.

After the sea retired, the Praya embankment, which previously formed one of the most
capacious business thor011<rhfar9s of the City, was left in places like a sloping beach covered with the
stones and concrete débris of the sea wall together with wrecks and spars. All these heaped one upon

" another, rendered the embankment almost impassable. In places where the sea wall was knocked down
and the embankment behind it scoured away, some of the large mansions fronting the sea, and which
are occupied by the principal merchants of the Colony, were already being undermined by the waves
and they would have inevitably fallen had the gale lasted a few hours longer.

The wharves, both public and private, built out at right angles to the Praya along the whole
extent of the City, have been swept away or otherwise injured, with the exception of the Peninsular
and Oriental Steam Ship Company’s new jetty and the Hongkong Pier, both timber structures. Of
the Government piers, but few have been left in such a condition as to be worth repairing, and it is
deserving of attention- that those apparently solid structures: which were made of ashlar granite,
succumbed long before the timber jetties in their neighbourhood.

The whole of Victoria is drained and sewered into the harbour, the drainage being led out at
intervals along the Praya wall. The destruction of the wall, entailing the destruction of the sewer

i
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outlets, plugged for a time every channel of escape, and the sewage becoming dammed and stagnant,
after twenty-four hours became putrid. The clog was rendered still more effective by the mass of
sand which the waves washed on to the ruins so that many of the sewers became tightly packed or
imbedded in it. The natural result was a most pestilential smell, rendered still more deleterious by
the deadly feetor of decomposing human bodies which continued to be washed ashore for several days.
Happily, however, in spite of the hot weather which followed; the Public Health has not suffered, and
after forty-eight hours, when the panic had in a measure subsided, and workmen could gradually be
got dtogether, gangs were employed to clear away the débris and to restore things to their normal
condition.

In the country, many isolated houses have been knocked down, and the paddy fields and meadows
under cultivation, which skirt the foreshores of the island, have for the most part been inundated by
the sea. The rice crops have been destroyed and much misery has been entailed upon the poorest of
the community. ‘ s ‘

I have the honour to append herewith an interesting report from the Superintendent of the
Government Gardens, upon the damage done to the gardens and plantations of the Colony. When
we call to mind the constant and laborious care which has been taken to induce upon this bare and
ungenerous soil an artificial vegetation, and the successful and gratifying results which had so far
attended these efforts, we cannot but be disheartened at the disastrous finale which has closed the
efforts of so many years. A large proportion of the handsome and well-grown Banians and India
rubber trees which lined the streets of the City and the roads leading out of it, “have been blown
down, and so'many have been injured that we may not enjoy their grateful shade for years to come.

The Government Telegraph lines throughout the island were destroyed, the wind in many
instances snapping the telegraph poles close to the ground. The shore ends of the submarine cables
were also broken and communication severed. /

In regard to Government buildings, I have the honour to report that nearly all have suffered to -
some extent, and that estimates of the cost of their repairs are being prepared and will be duly
submitted. \ ‘

Government House, together with the Law Courts, the Lock Hospital, and the Government
Offices have escaped with greater immunity than any other buildings. In the latter, a chimney stack
was blown down and fell through the roof; with the exception of this, and a few doors and windows
blown in, there has been no damage of any consequence to report.

+ Government Civil Hospital.—This ricketty old structure has been left in so ruined a state as to
be no longer habitable. During the earlier stages of the gale, the doors and windows fronting the
North were blown in one after another, and the wind having found a vent into the upper storey soon
upheaved the roof carrying away portions of it to a distance of 200 yards. The brick verandahs on
the South side were forced out of the perpendicular until they toppled over, and a part of the ceilings
of the wards fell in. For more than an hour the terrified patients ran considerable risk of being
killed, and Dr. CLapuaM, the Resident Surgeon, informs me that owing to the intense darkness and
the deafening roar of the wind, it was with the utmost difficulty that he succeeded in getting them
together and sheltering them in one room of the lower storey, which had fortunately been but lately
repaired, so that it was able to hold out till daylight. ‘

Victoria G'aol has portions unroofed, some of the windows of the north-eastern frontage blown in
and glass broken. A survey was held under my direction after the typhoon, but no part of the Gaol
was found so unsafe as to render possible the escape of prisoners. The principal damages to this
building have been since made good. - ' g

Stone Cutters’ Island Gaol.—This huge and imposing pile, founded by St& Hercures Rosixson
and designed to accommodate a convict establishment of 600 persons is now a heap of ruins. Many
of the main walls are so cracked and so much out of plumb that they will have to be knocked down
to prevent future accidents. The greater portions of the roof fell in, carrying away and crushing
under it, the long galleries which divided the lines of cells. The basement portion of the eastern
wing which was used as a Powder Magazine was buried in débris and the fall of the building entailed
no inconsiderable risk of an explosion. The powder was, however, subsequently removed from under
the ruins, and safely stored in the Hulk which is anchored off the island. The upper floors of Stone

>

Cutters’ Island Gaol were fortunately not tenanted. ‘

Central Police Barracks and Police Stations.—Of all the Police buildings, the Police Officers’
quarters have fared worst. These were unroofed and had some of the doors and windows in the
North front blown in. The house was otherwise very severely shaken, some of the chimneys being blown
down through the roof. The Central Police Barracks have also been partially unroofed, and much of
the woodwork is destroyed. In the outlying villages, the Police Stations of Shau-ki-W4n and Stanley
have suffered most, both have been very severely shaken, and I fear the latter will have to be almost
entirely rebuilt. The Police Station at Yow-ma-tee was for a time four feet under ‘water, and when
- the sea receded, it left a steam launch and other craft stranded on its basement floor.

The General Post Office, though it does not show many external signs of injury, has been greatly
strained, owing to the weakness of the roof timbers. These have been in many places hollowed out
by white ants, which for a short time back have infested the roof. I fear that a new roof to a portion
of the house will be necessary. . :
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Marlkets.—The six principal markets of Victoria have experienced the fate of other buildings, in
some cases, having their roofs untiled, in others as in the Central market, having portions of their outer
svalls blown in, or so shattered as to require rebuilding.

Public Schools.—The insecure foundations of the Central School, made manifest by the earthquake
of five months ago, have become still more so since the typhoon. Portions of the roof have come
away from the walls, and these have goi slightly out of the perpendicular. A part of the tiling over
the western Class Room has been stripped off, and some damage done to doors and windows. As it
is contemplated at no distant date to crect a niew School with increased accommodation, it will not be
necessary, in regard to the Central School to go to greater expense than will suffice to maintain it
in safety for a year or two to come. Three out of the four other Public Schools of the City have
escaped with trifling damages, but the fourth one, i. e., Syingpoon School, has lost the roof off its.
western front.

S The Police Courts have been partly unroofed, and the eastern verandahs laid in ruins.

Harbour Master's Office.—The unsheltered site of this public office, which is only 50 feet away
from the Praya wall, exposed it to two dangers, and it has come through the ordeal much better than .
could have been expected. While the gale was stripping off the roofing, the sea that had
knocked down the Praya was battering against its walls. Af one time there were five feet of water in
the basement, and the breakers were sending their spray over its roof.” In spite of this, the damage is
surprisingly small, being limited to portions of the roof which are untiled and to doors and windows
which are shattered and unhinged. The meteorological station was however entirely swept away, and
not a trace of the instruments remains. The Harbour Officers’ quarters have been very much shaken,
and the tower over the building will have to be pulled down, as it is injured beyond repair.

The Clock Tower was much shaken, and the dials of the town clock were blown in and shattered
to pieces.

‘ The Pokfoolum Reservoir, which was full before the typhoon, had the water lifted out of it in sheets.
and hurled over the embankment. The embankment. has not suffered material damage, the ballast on
the inner slope was washed away, but has since béen replaced. The guage basin and outlet pipe was
s choked with ballast and sand, that the water supply to the City had to be cut off for a day to allow
the outlet works to be cleaned and repaired. ’ o

Victoria Peak Buildings.—]1 do not think the Governor will require any information of me in
regard to Mountain Lodge, since His Excellency passed the memorable night of the 23rd inside that
house while it was being reduced to its present melancholy condition. The Aid-de-camp’s bungalow
has been so destroyed as to be no longer tenantable, and it will therefore have to be pulled down.
The Pavilion or Public Officers’ quarters, a wooden frame house, had one of its sides knocked in, and
the tiling stripped off the roof. The new Sanitarium recently fihished was also partially unroofed and
lost several doors and windows. The Signal Station on the summit of Victoria Peak, has likewise
been seriously injured, and will havego be rebuilt. :

The Light Houses at Cape D’ Aguilar and Green Island have not been seriously damaged. The
Keeper's dwellings were partially unroofed. ‘ ] )

Of the different Public buildings not Government offices, the Cathedral seems to have fared best,
owing to its sheltered position against the irresistible power of the North-East wind. The Presbyterian
Church was partially unroofed as also the Roman Catholic Cathedral. St. Joseph’s Church in Garden
Road was laid in ruins, two of its walls -having been knocked down almost to the ground. The
pediment of the City Hall was blown over and completely crushed the front portico of that building.

Some of the Barracks and other buildings belonging to the Military Authorities in the village of
Stanley were blown down, and are now like the village itself a heap of ruins. .

The City presents altogether a truly distressing sight, and it will be a long time before it recovers
its normal state. '

But the typhoon has not been without its lessons, for it has shown us how inadequate to cope
against the fury of the wind is the style of building which the Colony has adopted. It may perhaps,
oa the other hand, not without truth, be said that the occurrence of the 23rd was unprecedented in
the history of Hongkong, and that its effects could not therefore have been provided against or
mitigated.

gI will shortly have the honour to submit, for the information of His Excellency the Governor,
estimates of the cost of restoring the Public bpildings to their former condition.

No time has however been lost in the work of re-roofing the more important buildings, lest a
sudden storm of rain should increase the damage already done.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

J. M. Pricg,
Surveyor General.
The Honorable J. GARDINER AUSTIN, ,
Colonial Secretary,
HoNGKONG.
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Superintendent of Government Gardens to Surveyor General.

GOVERNMENT GARDENS,
.Honekone, 2nd October, 1874.

Str,—I have the honour to forward, in compliance with instructions conveyed in C.S.0. No. 2862,
a Report on the damage sustained by trees, shrubs, &c., during the late typhoon.

GOVERNMENT GARDENS.

In the gardens, the largest trees, as might have been expected, suffered the most severely.
Several of the oldest and largest have been entirely destroyed, e. g., one of the two large “ Banians”
Ficus retusa, some Casuarinas, a few of the old trees of Pinus stnensis, against the water tank, a
fine Longan, a Tetranthera, a good tree of Sophora Japonica, and a few good Poincianas regia,
although these, some of the finest specimen individual trees have been destroyed, the kinds are not
lost to the gardens, as there are other specimens remaining of all those species. Many other
specimens which were equally as fine as the above, although not destroyed, are severely damaged,
having nearly the whole of their branches broken off, or the trees themselves laid prostrate on the
ground. Many of the trees which have their branches broken off, but which have not had their
roots broken or too severely strained, will, during the next year produce other very vigorous
branches and luxuriant foliage. o .

A considerable number of the smaller trees and shrubs are entirely destroyed' by having been
broken off at the ground; while others have been blown over and a great portion of their roots
exposed to air and light to such an extent as to be inimical to their well doing: many .of their roots
were also much lacerated, which will certainly much injure the health of the plants, although
probably only in a few cases sufficiently to cause their deaths, Operations were at once commenced
for the preservation of as many of the trees and shrubs as there was any prospect of saving, and the
greater portion of them are now replanted and supported. ,

The effects of this typhoon will be apparent on the general appearance and health of the plants
for many years, in many cases the plants will never recover their former vigour during their existence.
The continual straining and breakage both to'roots and branches which plants are subject to here
in the numerous typhoons, will always prevent them being developed into such . perfect specimens as
are generally seen in gardens that are not visited by such terrific hurricanes. - :

The flowerpots containing plants in various parts of the gardens were broken in great numbers,
but the plants themselves, excepting annuals, which can soon be replaced, although greatly disfigured,
will in a little time recover their former appearances.

In the nurseries, the plants in pots have been considerably disturbed in the soil, and consequently
slightly injured, but from this théy will soon recover.

FOREST DEPARTMENT.

In the streets and roads, a large number +of fine and: aged trees have.been blown down or so
much damaged as to necessitate their removal at once, which has been done. The localities in which
trees have suffered most severely are in the part of Queen’s Road near the Military Store Department,
where the trees were very large; in Queen’s.Road at Spring Gardens, where about half a dozen fine
trees were lost; in the Cricket Ground; one fine tree near the entrance to the City Hall; in Caine-
Road and Bonham Road; in Garden Road; and in the vicinity of the Government Offices. A very
large number of the-younger trees have also been much loosened and blown down, which has injured
the roots more or less, thus checking their growth for some time. .

I have observed that in nearly all cases where trees were blown down in the typhoon of
September, 1871, and those trees were again set upright and have.continued to grow up to the late
typhoon, they have again fallen, and in several cases are this time .entirely destroyed, thus provin
as a general rule that when once a tree suffers so severely as to cause its prostration, that little
reliance can be placed on that tree ever afteiwards continuing or becoming a round and healthy one.

Bowrington Compound.—Most of the largest trees here were blown down and a few of them
broken off above or at the roots. All that showed any signs of life or prospect of recovery have .
been again set upright and supported, which will perhaps preserve them for a few years, until pine
trees, which I purpose planting there next year, grow to some size. The greater portion of the
compound exhibits signs of having been flooded with salt water, or perhaps a mixture of fresh and
salt water, and if this is so, we may expect the trees to be still further injured, or their recovery
retarded by the salt which must have been deposited in the soil.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

. Cmarces Forp,
Superintendent Government Gardens,

J. M. Prick, Esq.,

Surveyor General.
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Harbor Master to Colonial Secretary.

[No. 198.] ‘ HarBor DEPARTMENT,
‘ N : -~ Hoxcrong, 14th ‘October, 1874.

Sir,—For the information of His Excellency- the Governor, I have the honor to transmit a
Report of the Typhoon and of the principal casualties that occurred in this Harbor on the morning of
the 23rd ultimo.

The morning of the 22nd commenced fine, with the Barometer at 29.85—the average range of
the previous four days.

As the day advanced the atmosphere became unsettled, and, notwithstanding that the wind was
North West it was accompanied by an oppressive heat, the Thermometer being 85° Farhenheit.

The Barometer began to fall at noon and steadily went down, until at 4 P.M. it was 29.74.
The wind, which at this time was about North North West, began to blow in fitful gusts across the
Harbor, and it became evident that a Typhoon was approaching.

~ The Steam-launch was sent round to warn the Junks that they must at once seek shelter
in Kowloon Bay, on the North side of the Harbor. With the exception of five, they all left their
anchorage; these subsequently became wrecks at West Point. .

The Barometer continued to fall slowly until 10.30 p.M. when it stood at 29.40, the wind
having veered to North. Between 10.30 P.M. and 2 A.m., the Barometer fell upwards of half an
inch and stood at 28.88—its lowest range—for about an hour. - :

At 2 A, the wind suddenly shifted to North East and then to East North East and blew with
terrible violence. The strength of the wind brought an immense volume of water into the Harbor,
not a tidal wave, but a rapid rise which continued for about an hour, flooding the Praya and ground
floors of houses to a height of four and five feet for some distance in shore.

Although, according to ordinary calculation it should have been low water at two o’clock; by
three, the water had risen to from five to six feet above its high water level, or a rise of about ten fect
had taken place. ~

As the storm subsided, the wind gradually veered to South East and by seven A.w. it was fine.

Under such circumstances it is not surprising that the loss of Shipping and Junks should have
been so much greater than it has been during any previous: Typhoon. But few vessels held on to
_ their anchors without dragging, and many that would otherwise have remained stationary were

fouled by other ships and dragged also—in some instances to go down together. '

The Master of the British Barque Falcon tells me that his Ship dragged on to what he supposes
was the British Barque Malvern; that the collision stove the Falcon’s stern in, but that the Malvern's

bows suffered so badly that she went down head foremost with all hands on board just after the Falcon
had drifted clear of her. ‘ '

Another instance is recorded of the German Barque Maury fouling the German Barque
Aldebaran causing her to sink; the crew of the latter vessel got on board the Maury, but she was so
damaged, that, after being fouled by two Steamers, she also sunk but later in the day; the crew
escaping by means of their boats after the storm had subsided. One vessel, however, the British
Barque Charlotte Andrews held to her anchors, although she had been fouled by other craft, and saw
nine vessels drift past her. - :

It is painful to report that two Spanish Steamers are lying sunk alongside tlie sea wall at the
centre of the City. A strict regard to the readings of the Barometer and the’ general appearance of
the weather should have warned the Captains of those vessels to seck shelter the evening before the
Typhoon set in. ' '

The German Barque Everhard was thrown over a reef of rocks on to a sandy beach on the
North East point of Lantao; and a Siamese Brig drifted, ultimately becoming a .total wreck on
the Island of Cheong Chow Ching. '

The cases above described are inserted with a view to showing the manner in which the storm
acted on some of the vessels. '

I am of opinion that the casualties to the British and foreign shipping would not have been so
great had more of the vessels been providéd with heavier anchors; and had cable been veered at an
earlier stage of the storm than was apparently done. But the sudden shiftings of the wind and the
simultaneous rise of tide were doubtless the principal causes of the deplorable losses afloat.

Junks and smaller boats are so ill provided.with ground tackle that the rise of the water was of
itself enough to cause their anchors to start from their holding ground.

No place was safe for this kind of craft. Stone Cutters’ Island and Kowloon Bays, usually such
safe harbors of refuge during a Typhoon, seem to have availed them nothing, the beaches of these
places being literally strewed with wreck. ,

The loss of life is most distressing. Of British and foreign shipping alone, there is an estimated
loss of 200 persons. composed of all classes and nationalities.



e

58U THE HONGKONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 17rn OCTOBER, 1874.

F'append a Report of the losses sustained by Chinese Junks as far as they could be ascertained,
but this does not by any means show the terrible havoc which the ‘Typhoon has made with this
description of vessel. I have only been enabled to count vessels stranded; and those sunk, having
their masts above water. Hundreds of smallers Junks and boats must have been driven out to sea,
or, gone down in the Harbor of which nothing can ever be known. ‘

From the log books of ships that have experienced this Typhoon at sea and where the Masters have
registered the readings of their Barometers, I have been able to ascertain that the Typhoon blew with
great violence in the neighbourhood of the Pratas Shoal, the British ship Onward, the American ship
Highlander, and German barque Amanda having been in it between the hours of 4 and 6 P.M., of the
22nd. The storm travelled thence in a North-Westerly direction, the Spanish steamer Formosa in
Latitude 20° 50’ North and Longitude 115° 20" East, being on its Western limit. The centre passed
but just South of Hongkong at about 2 .., of the 23rd, its full burst being apparently expended at
Macao, where it raged at about 4 A.M., the Barometer at that place then registering 27.95, or nearly
one inch lower than it was at Hongkong. ' ‘ ‘

The Onward did not suffer much in this Typhoon, but on the 29th when about 60 miles East of
the South end of Formosa she encountered another storm necessitating the cutting away of the main
mast and her return to this port to repair damages. : ' .

The recent Typhoon is without doubt the severest that has ever visited this Colony, whether we
judge by the losses afloat or on shore. The loss of life in the Junk return is but an approximation of
what has occurred; that of the British and foreign shipping is, I think, tolerably accurate as the
numbers of original crews and of persons saved could more readily be obtained ; “but, where passengers
were on board such vessels, the returns may not be so reliable. ‘ ‘

A Report of this nature is generally accompanied by some suggestion to meet the exigencies of

similar casualties should they visit us. , , ‘

To the Captains of ships visiting this Port, who are as capable of judging of the weather as T am,
I can only offer the suggestion that the Barometer is an unfailing indicator of what is approaching,
or what is passing our neighbourhood. With geod ground tackle; a clear .hawse; and plenty of
cable, veered before the storm is at its height; almost any British or foreign built vessel should be
able to ride out a Typhoon in this, Harbor. . ' .

The Department warns Junks of the probability of dangerous weather, but with the indifferent
provision Chinese make for such emergencies, it is no wonder there is always so much destruction and
Joss of life amongst them. '

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

H. G. TromserT, R.N.,
Harbor Master, §e.
The Honorable J. GARDINER AusTIN,
Colonial Secretary.
Honaxkone.

s

. Mumo. of Casuarties to Junks, during the Typhoon of the 23rd September, 1874. -

Place . Driven on Shore. Probable No.

of Sunk. of Lives Lost . REmARKs.
Casualty. Repairable. Total Loss. | from Junks.
Aberdeen, ....veeeun.... None. 80 - 48 160 .
. 100 small Boats broken up on the beach ;
Shau-ki Wan,............ 5 36 15 33 20 Junks were on shore, but have since
been got afloat.
Stanley, -veerviriaeneenn. A number of Boats supposed to have been

) blown out to sea & nothing heard of them.
Stone Cutters’ Island, .| 5 - 11 28 150 1 Steam Launch, 8 Buropean Lighters,
- ’ and a Water Boat wrecked.

Victoria, «oevveenvennnnnnn. 3 9 ~ 16 29
British Kowloon, ....... 15 T 319{Tunkss 50 ket 300 90 Junks and Boats missing.
Total, ...... 28 455 157 672

H. G. THoMsETT, R.N.

Harbor Master, &ec. ’

Hongkong, 14th October, 1874.
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MzMO. of CASUALTIES to the SHIPPING in HONGEKON

S —

12.30 and 4 a.m.

581

e e

G HARBOR on the Morning of the 23rd September, 1874, between the hours of

Orriciat| Tox- No. No. WHERE CASUALTIES
NaME OF SHIP. |~ N0y op. FLAG & R16.{No. OF CREW.| o, 20 | Myssrne. HAPPENED. REMARKS.
Bea Bird,...coeeenees 64,116 | 104 | Brit. schr., 6 5 1 Near Commissariat Wharf. | Stranded, but is now afloat.
Flamer,H.M.G.-b., Royal Navy, Government Pier. Stranded.
Lizzie H., ...t 896 | Am. barque, 16 16 None. | Near Lane Crawford & Co.’s | Stranded, but is now afloat.
: [ Pier.
52 48 4 .
Leonor, ......c.es. 408 | Span. str., & 95 Chinese a1 64 Do. Sunk, (Captain drowned.)
Passengers
\ 45
ALBY, ©orrenrrecrenes 260 ,, 2B k41l 5 Nove. Do. Do.
Passengers
. ‘ N.N.W. 2 miles fr .
MaUry, .eoccoeeeens 389 | Germ. b’que, 13 12 1 { Green Island, rom %Doh, (Captain drowned.)
Mindanao, ......... 93,056 | 426 | Brit. barque, 29 21 1 | Pacific Mail Wharf, Do.

. - i South side of Sulphur| Do, (Oap‘t'. Mate, 1 European,
Couriet, wvvveeeneens| 47,084 | 385 " 16 10 6 1Pt e o™
Imogen, ....e......o| 58,122 l 383 5 21 21 None. | West Point. Po. '

. Quarter mile North of| Do., (All lost, Captain’s wife
Malvern, ««eeeereeses 20,782 | 410 s 14 None. 15 { ~ Possession Point. ” “was on ’board.)
Aldebaran, ......... 305 | Germ. b’que, 13 11 2 {N'(g;x ISIQanLD.ﬂCS from } Do.
Seaforth, «..oeerenie 311 | Siam. barque, 39 32 7 Smaller Green Island. Went to pieces.
Dudit, ceveeenenneren 322 » 24 2 22 | Near Green Isl. Lt. House, Do.
ATOY, vreenresserens 262 | Siam. brig, 28 None. 28 Do. Do.
N . { On Cheung Chow Ching 23
Lowtoe, «evesersees 575 | Siam, schr., 41 8 33 i miles W. of Green Isl., } Vo,
21 .
S ETEv—— 603 | Peru, ship, % & 10 Chinese } 15 16 | {OFSW; Pointof Chung |} gunk,
Passengers ’ ) :
Everhard, . c....... 63§ Germ. b’que, 16 16 None. | N.E. Point of Lantao. Stranded.
Lizzie & Rosa,...... 59,538 | 880 | Brit. barque, 22 22 s West Point. . Do.’
Blue Bell, -...... .| 64,098 27 | Brit. str., . 6 . B » ) Belcher’s Bay: Do., butis now afloat.
800 yards W. of Aberdeen } <
Alaskay.cieierarienees 4,011 § Am, str,, ‘ 110 llQ . { Docks, Stranded.
Early Bird, .........| 64,103 16 | Brit. str., 6 o 6 ’ Not known. Sunk.
Furra Noorfol, ... «1 860 | Siam, barque, 40 40 s - | Sulphur Channel. Dismasted,
A. E. Vidal, «ccoco. 839 | Germ, b’que, 14 14 , | Of 8. end of Chung Hue. | Do, ,
Ta Lee, corerarrenses 335 . 14 14 ’ Tn Harbor. ' Do., and Hull badly damaged.
Carmelita & 1da, . 421 ” 14 14 ” Off W, end of Stone Cutters’ | Do,
[Island.
Morning Light,...| 34,939 |2,377 Brit. ship,- 42 42 ) In Harbor. Do,
Pawtuget, oo.eeee 280 | Am. str., 12 12 » Do. Do.
Ardent, . eeoceeiees " 58,106 | 358 | Brit, barque, 11 11 2 Do. Do., and Stern damaged.
Charlotte Andrews,| 44,927 | 355 » o - 14 14 » { Oil‘z;; nd of Stone Cutters’ } Do.
Courier, +oeeeereres 9,528 | 320 ” 14 14 » Near Cow-ee Chow. ' Do.
Radama, ....co..ne. 700 | Fr. ship, 20 20 . In Harbor. Do.
Matilda Atheling,| 18,584 | 676 | Brit. barque, 16 16 v Off Chung Hue.’ Stern damaged, R
Maria y Vicenta,... 384 | Span. barque, 18 18 » Belcher’s Bay. Stern stove in,
Total 33 Vessels. 1 ' 871 672 200

Hongkong, 1st October, 1874.

H.

G. THOMSETT, R.N.,
Harbor Master, &c.



