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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN STATISTICS:
PrEVALENCE STudy:1

the most recent prevalence of violence survey carried out in turkey is the national research on Domestic Violence against 

Women in turkey.2 the survey was published in 2009.3 the survey is a national domestic violence against women survey. A 

project page of the survey is available in english, along with findings of the study, summary findings, and press release also 

available in english.4

With the aim of gathering national data on the extent, nature, causes and consequences of domestic violence against women, 

information was collected from 12,795 women. the overall response rate was 86.1% as originally 14,854 women were chosen 

for the survey.5 Another objective of the research was to provide necessary information needed for relevant stakeholders to 

take appropriate action in protecting women survivors of violence.6 Female respondents were between ages 15-59. the survey 

studies violence experienced by women from intimate partners as well as from perpetrators other than intimate partners. For 

intimate partners, all marital and non-marital relationships were considered.7 Additionally, the interview questions on violent 

acts referred to husbands and partners, current or any.8 For intimate partner violence, the time period studied for victims’ 

experiences of violence included lifetime experiences of violence and current experiences (last 12 months). the forms of 

violence and abuse measured were physical violence9, sexual violence10, emotional violence/abuse11 and economic violence/

abuse12. only prevalence rates for ever-married women are presented for intimate partner violence.13 For relative or other 

perpetrator violence, the survey studied experiences of physical and sexual violence since the age of 15 and sexual violence 

before the age of 15.14

the rates of physical, sexual and emotional violence/abuse are listed in the table(s) below:15

Intimate Partner Violence*

 Physical Violence Sexual Violence emotional Violence/Abuse

 12 Months Lifetime 12 Months Lifetime 12 Months Lifetime

 10% 39% 7% 15% 25% 44%

* Victims are female and perpetrators are male

SUMMARY
Since the age of 15, 39% of ever-married women have experienced physical violence, 15% have experienced sexual 

violence and 44% have experienced psychological violence, according to a survey published in 2009. In the last 12 

months, 10% of ever-married women have experienced physical violence, 7% have experienced sexual violence and 

25% have experienced psychological violence. National criminal statistics on domestic violence are not publically 

available in Turkey, nor are national criminal justice statistics.  data on medical interventions related to domestic violence 

or intimate partner violence is not collected in Turkey’s healthcare system. There are two national women’s helplines in 

Turkey, one is run and fully funded by the State and the other is run by an independent women’s NGO and fully funded 

by private donations. There are 103 women’s shelters and approximately 38 women’s centers in Turkey. There are no 

centers for women survivors of sexual violence in Turkey. 

GeneRAl CoUntRY InfoRMAtIon: 

Population: 71,897,000
female population: 35,855,000
Member of Council of europe: 1949 
Member of european Union: no 
CeDAW ratified: 1985
CeDAW optional Protocol ratified: 2002
Coe Convention on preventing and combating violence 
against women and domestic violence: 
signed: 11 May 2011
ratified: 14 March 2012
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Turkey (rEPubLIC Of TurkEy)

Violence from relatives or others (excludes Intimate Partner Violence)*

 Physical Violence Sexual Violence emotional Violence/Abuse

 12 Months Lifetime 12 Months Lifetime 12 Months Lifetime

 - 18% 4%  3% - -

* Victims are female and perpetrators are male and/or female

data collection in prevalence survey:

As related to regular data collection, a conclusion on regularity of intervals cannot be reached, however, there are plans to repeat 

the survey.16 the data collection in the survey is gender disaggregated for both victims and perpetrators, who are intimate partners. 

Gender of perpetrators is not evident for domestic violence from relatives or others. Forms of violence including those referred to in 

the Convention17 are covered. the entire region of the country was covered, with separate results for each of the 12 regions of turkey, 

and distinction between rural and urban areas.18 Lastly, the survey is publically available.

Prevalence Survey Data Collection

Sample size 12,795 women Women 15-59 years old  

Sample scope national All regions urban and rural

Data disaggregated by Gender19 Age20 relationship 

Perpetrators Intimate partners relatives  others

Availability Accessible on internet  Available in english 

regularly conducted Plans to repeat survey 

Forms of violence/abuse Physical  Sexual  emotional economic

NATIONAL CrIMINAL STATISTICS (POLICE):

Protection from domestic violence in turkey is specified under the 1998 Family Protection Law 4320 (amended in 2007)21. 

the criminalization of domestic violence is done indirectly through the Criminal Code of the republic of turkey that presents 

some provisions in numerous articles on violence that may be applied to domestic violence. this includes an article on injury.22 

Additionally, through amendments to the Criminal Code, violence against women is criminalized. the Criminal Code has 

measures to combat marital rape and what is referred to as honor crimes.23

Because national criminal statistics on reported domestic violence incidents are not publically available, it is not clear whether 

such data is collected by the police separately from other criminal statistics. therefore, any offenses charged under relevant 

articles may not be disaggregated to show whether the offense occurred within or outside of the domestic context.24

data collection in criminal statistics:

there is no information available on whether national criminal statistics on domestic violence are collected separately from other 

criminal offenses. Such statistics are not publically available. As a result, there is no information available on whether such data, 

if any, is gender or age disaggregated and shows the relationship between victim and perpetrator.

NATIONAL CrIMINAL JuSTICE STATISTICS (COurT):

national criminal justice statistics are not publically available in turkey25 and it is not known, whether information on criminal 

cases involving domestic violence are recorded separately from other criminal cases.

Information on cases submitted to courts under the 1998 Family Protection Law no. 4320 is available on the un Secretary-

General’s Database on Violence against Women, however, the data refers to the issuance of protection orders only, not criminal 

prosecutions. the source of the data is the General Directorate of Forensic registers and Statistics.26

data collection in criminal justice statistics:

national criminal justice statistics on domestic violence are not publically available in turkey. there is no information on whether 

national criminal justice statistics on domestic violence cases are collected separately from statistics on other types of cases, 

and whether the data, if any is gender or age disaggregated and shows relationship between victim and perpetrator.  
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further issues related to criminal justice:

As regards criminal justice, an aspect of successfully implementing laws on domestic violence or articles in the Criminal Code 

involves providing legal counseling or supporting women survivors of violence during the court proceedings. Women survivors 

of violence are able to apply for protection measures free of charge, however, this does not apply to court fees related to 

divorce, child custody, child support payment, or fees for maintenance of the protection order. Women who can prove financial 

difficulty can retain legal advice or legal aid free of charge, however, the appointed lawyers are not always sensitized to 

domestic violence.27

Another aspect of successful implementation of laws on domestic violence or articles in the Criminal Code involves holding 

perpetrators accountable. Perpetrators can be sentenced according to the Domestic Law Code or the Criminal Code of the 

republic of turkey. Based on the Domestic Law Code, a perpetrator who fails to observe a protection order issued against him 

could be sentenced to anywhere from three days to six months in prison, depending on the severity of his original offense. this 

is seen more as a disciplinary measure. the penalties specified in the Criminal Code are usually not observed by the courts and 

more often the perpetrators receive suspended sentences. Similarly, the prosecutors often do not even try cases of domestic 

violence in court.28

HEALTHCArE SySTEM’S rOLE IN COMbATING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ANd dATA COLLECTION:

Data on medical interventions related to domestic violence or intimate partner violence is not collected in turkey’s 

healthcare system.29

there is no information available on whether national healthcare protocols for dealing with domestic violence or intimate 

partner violence exist in turkey and hospitals in turkey are not set up to provide emergency accommodation for women 

victims of domestic violence.30

one topic related to the healthcare system’s response to violence against women is access to health for undocumented 

migrant women, in the least access to essential healthcare services. Because undocumented migrant women are often 

afraid to report their situation to the authorities, visiting a healthcare service may be their only option to receive support 

as means of protection. At this point in turkey, there is no information available on this topic. 

SErVICES fOr WOMEN SurVIVOrS Of VIOLENCE:31

WOMEN’S HELPLINES:

there are two national women’s helplines in turkey. the first helpline is called Social Service Counseling Line for Family, Women, 

Children and the Disabled. the helpline was established in 2007 and is run by the Ministry of Family and Social Policies. the 

phone number is (183). the helpline operates 24/7 and is free of charge. Assistance is provided for women survivors of all types 

and forms of violence. Multilingual support is not provided. the helpline is fully funded by the State.

the second helpline is called the Hürriyet emergency Domestic Violence Hotline. the helpline is run by an independent women’s 

nGo. the phone number is (0212 656 9696). the helpline operates 24/7 and is free of charge. Assistance is provided for 

women survivors of all types and forms of violence. Multilingual support is not provided. the helpline is fully funded by private 

donations.

 national Women’s Helplines

 total number Calls Free of Charge 24/7 Service Multilingual Support

  2 yes (2)   yes (2)  no

Based on this information, turkey meets the Council of europe taskforce recommendations. 

WOMEN’S SHELTErS:

there are 10332 women’s shelters in turkey with at least 1,968 shelter places available. the first shelter was opened in 1995 

by Mor Çatı Kadın Sığınağı Vakfı, an independent women’s nGo. In 2011, 17 new shelters were opened in turkey. three of the 

shelters are run by independent women’s nGos, one by an nGo, 51 by the State, and 25 by other organizations. 77 shelters 

accommodate women survivors of domestic violence, two are for women survivors of trafficking, and one is specialized for 

accommodating migrant women survivors of domestic violence. no information is available on target groups of other shelters. 

the shelters accept children of the survivors, but the majority of them have an age limit for boys. the State run shelters allow for 
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a four to six month stay, while the nGo run shelters accommodate women for more than 12 months if necessary. the shelters 

are predominantly funded by the State (95 per cent), volunteer work (4 per cent) and private donations (1 per cent).

Women’s Shelters

 total number Shelter Places needed Shelter Places Available Shelter Places Missing Funding of Shelters 

  103  7,190  At least 1,968 Approximately 5,222 State (95%),  

     voluneteer work (4%),  

     private donations (1%)

Based on Council of europe taskforce recommendations, approximately 7,190 shelter places are needed in turkey. 

thus an estimated 5,222 shelter places are still missing. As a result, turkey fails to meet the Council of europe taskforce 

recommendations.

WOMEN’S CENTErS:

there are an estimated 36 women’s centers for women survivors of violence in turkey. there is also a number of Independent 

Domestic Violence Advisors. Majority of the centers are specialized to provide support to women survivors of domestic violence. 

two centers provide specialized support to women survivors of trafficking, one to migrant, minority ethnic and asylum seeking 

women, and one provides specialized support to girls under the age of 18. the centers are predominantly funded by the State 

(60 per cent), private donations (32 per cent), volunteer work (4 per cent) and foreign donations (3-4 per cent).

WOMEN’S CENTErS fOr SurVIVOrS Of SExuAL VIOLENCE:

there are no women’s centers for survivors of sexual violence in turkey. 

Based on Council of europe taskforce recommendations, approximately 179 women’s rape crisis centers are needed in turkey. 

thus 179 centers are still missing. As a result, turkey fails to meet the Council of europe taskforce recommendations.  
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