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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Morris Bram 

Dear Friends, 

With thi s issue of The Shekel, we com plete the world 's first extensive 
examination of some of humanity's cruelest moments and the numismatic 
evidences which are its tangible exhibi ts. Let every member grieve for all 
of that Past and for all of those Present who have been scarred forever. 

In this numismatic documentati on we brought to the entire world and 
not just to the immediate readers of these scholarly studies a caution: WE 
REMEMBER. We are determined not to permit it to happen again in our 
lime and to educate our children through these pages that they must not 
not let it happen in the ir time. 

In this giant numismatic project AlNA lives up to its Charter as a non
profit and educational organization, one dedicated to serving the best 
interests of those who seek to study through numismatics the heritage of 
the Jewish people and of Israel. 

Before these pages join the others on your shelf of Shekels, I ask that 
you join with me in thanking an indefatigable team of numismatic experts 
on the Holocaust who gave their time and talent: Dr. Alan York of Long 
Island , New York; Marty Zerder of Long Island, New York; Harry Flower of 
Chicago; Stanley Yulish of Cleveland; AlNA friends of Israel. Germany. 
Poland and Czechoslovakia; and th e fri ends in American co in press. What 
a wonderful contribution all these people share. They were organized for 
this massive effort by our own George Gilbert who sparked this special 
project like a zealot of old. Thank you, from all of us. 

But what of tomorrow! As you read this, the 15th A nnual Study Tour La 
Israel sponsored by AINA has just returned from the Holy Land. 

Your national offices are involved in the mi llion details necessary to 
arrange the Grea ter New York Coin Convention of April 28 through May 1. 
What a lovely time to be in New York City ... the park fresh with Spring 
greenery and the streets warm with the afternoon sun. Please join us. 

The Israel Government has announced a major increase in its official 
medal production. Your AINA office or your rNS cl ub has already contact
ed you with handsome offerings. Show your newest acquisitions to a 
ne ighbor, and preferably to a youth. Bring him or her into AINA or to your 
INS club meeting. It 's 1983: let's put AlNA into a growth year with vigor 
and enthusiasm. 

Cordially, 
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE 
George Gilbert 

SURVIVAL AND REBIRTH 

One of the most famous photographs (see cover) to emerge from the 
ashes of the Holocaust was that of a chi ld . He was a Palestine-born youth 
who had been brought back to Poland by his parents during the 1930s at 
age four. 

The boy was hidden for a time by a Christian family but, holding a 
Palestine passport, it was decided that as a chi ld he should take up a 
German offer lo return jews to their country of origin. On the day he and 
others were told they were going to Palestine, they were loaded instead on 
trucks for the Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp. He survived the camp, 
returned after the war to Palestine, and in ovember 1953 came to the 
Uni ted States to study. His name: Tsvi Nussba um. 

He look his medica l degree at Albert Einstein College and he served in 
the United Slates Air Force, achieving the rank of Captain. Today Dr. 
Nussbaum is building a borne in Netanya, ls rael where he and his 
American wife, Beverly. a native of Georgia wi ll eventually retire. This 
autographed photo is from the collection of Stanley Yu lish of Cleveland , 
0., Executive Vice President of AlNA. 

On December 6, 1982, the Cleveland Committee of the SLate of lsrael 
Bonds honored jacob Hennenberg and his fami ly with the Israel New Life 
Award at a dinner. 

Jacob Hennenberg is a longtime member of the Israel Numismatic 
Society of Cleveland and he has been a designer of tokens struck by the 
Cleveland INS and of others submitted for the use of AlNA. The keynote 
speaker at this testimonial to numerous Hennenberg contributions to the 
Jewish community was . .. Dr. Tsvi Nussbaum. 

Bolh men were camp survivors. 
At 17, Hennen berg began to learn personally all about Holocaust 

numismatics at slave labor camps in Wiesau, Sakray, Lindenhain, Flos
singen, Klettendorf, Frieburg and Waldenburg (where he was freed by the 
Russians-four years to the day that be bad been separated from his 
famil y.) 

Now in the pages of The Shekel, collectors of the coin and currency 
history of the Jewish people meet Holocaust survivors-share in the 
honoring of a fellow numismatist- and through numismatics share the 
pathos of their twentieth century diaspora experience. 
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Concentration Camp and Ghetto 

Mail System Under the Nazi Regime 

by HENRY F. KAHN 
Pennsylvania 

The thousa nd-yea r Reich of Hit
ler's Nationa l Socialism lasted but 
twelve years. Yet during this rela
tively short span of time, history's 
darkest chapter was written. From 
1933 lo 1945, Nazi sm succeeded in 
pushing back the sands of time to the 
bleakest periods of the medieval era. 
Rule by fear, intimidation and terror 
was Nazism's success. The instru
ment behind thi s reign of terror was 
the dreaded concentration camp. 

Strange ly enough , concentration 
camps were not a Nazi invention . 
They were used as early as 1896, 
when Spain's Valer iano Weyler y Ni
colau ins tituted his "concentration" 
policy to quell the Cuban rebellion 
of 1895. By a decree signed by him 
on October 21 , 1896, Cuban men, 

women and children living in rural 
areas were forced from their homes 
and "concentrated" in large camps 
enclosed by barbed wire and guard
ed by Spanish so ld iers. Protests 

raised in the United States and Spain 
over this inhuman waging of war 
agains t civilians led lo Weyler's re
call. 

Again, during the 1901-02 period 
of the South African War the British , 
under Hora tio Herbert Kitchener , 
adopted s imilar measures of repres
sion against the Boers. Kitchener es
tablished concentration camps for 
the confinemen t of noncombatants 
in the republics of Transvaal and 
Cape Colony. Despite criticism of 
this policy in England , the system 
was not abandoned until the cessa
tion of hos tilities in March 1902. 

The camps established in Ger
many in 1933 were more sinister in 
purpose and extent. Their rise par
aJled that of National Socialism and 
before the Third Reich tumbled to its 
fall , over 700 camps had been built. 
They stretched from Latvia to south
ern France, from Norway to Italy. To 
the populace these cam ps were 

Reprinted excerpts with permission of the Pos ta l History Society of the Americas. Mr. Kahn is a 
Pennsylvania high school teacher of malhematics. Original booklet. now out of print was provided 
by Harry Flower. Chicago. 
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Assassination a ttempt in German Legation a l Paris was I he excuse fo r wholesale arrests of 
Jews in Germany. ""Jewish Murder Attempt in German Legation " screams headline in ty pical 
newspaper. 

cloaked in secrecy. Yet officially 
planted rumors of half-truths circu
lated about them. Some people knew 
what happened in these camps, 
many guessed, but a ll were terrified. 

The vast number of camps can be 
broken down into several categories. 
There were concentration camps 
which were designated by the Nazis 
officia lly as KL (coll oquially called 
KZ]. others, for Polish officers, desig
nated as Oflags. There were workers 
camps near industrial complexes , 
and camps where inmates were held 
for future transportation to extermi
nation centers. Then there were the 
ghettos that were instituted in al
most every town and village of occu
pied Poland. 

When Hiller came to power in Jan
uary 1933, his firs t task was the re
moval of politica l opposition. To ac
complish th is, waves of terrorism 
were staged, the first taking place on 
March 1, 1933. Within a few days all 
existing prisons were overcrowded. 
The overflow of prisoners, as well as 
those who were to be liquidated, 
were confined at various party head
quarters. Sections of such buildings 
were. set aside expressly for such a 
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purpose. The notorious Columbia 
Camp, mentioned several times in 
Ambassador Dodd 's Diary (William 
Edward Dodd was U.S. ambassador 
to Germany from 1933 to 1937), was 
actually the third floor of the Berlin 
SA headquarters. 

Soon, many SA chiefs bad concen
tration camps of their own. They 
vied with each other in the depravity 
of their individual camps where they 
gave vent to their hatred of their de
fenseless prisoners . Although Her
man Goeri ng was in charge of al l 
camps , there existed no overall or
ga nization; each camp was ind ivid
ually adm inis tered. 

Inevitably, newspapers published 
stories about the camps. The Nazis 
were not yet strong enough to sup
press such stories nor to ignore the 
poor impression made by the SA 
which was made up largely of hood
lum elements. So early in 1934, the 
guarding of prisoners held in "pro
tective custody" and the adm inistra
tion of camps themselves was given 
over to the Nazi elite, the SS under 
the command of Heinrich Himmler. 
He in turn placed a trusted lieuten
an t, one Theodore Eicke, in charge of 



a ll camps. Eicke had been the com
mandant of the Dachau concentra
tion camp from its inception in 1933. 
The job h e did th ere impressed 
Himmler to suc h an extent that he 
made Eicke ins pector of all concen
tration camps in the spring of 1934. 

Dachau is a pleasant suburb of 
Munich, the city that gave rise to the 
Nazi movement. Barracks and s ta
bles located a t Dachau were ideal to 
house prisoners rounded up in the 
who lesa le arres ts of March 1933. 
Eicke soon tran sfo rmed the stables 
into a ca mp. After he became com
mandant of al l concentration camps, 
he closed the small camps and en
larged the bigger ones. All were pat
terned after the ce nter be had set up 
at Dachau , the ca mp that helped his 
advance in the Nazi hierarchy. 

Under Eic ke 's administration as 
inspector of concentration camps, 
the old Oranienburg prison near Ber
lin was enlarged. In 1935 it became 
the infamous Sachsenhausen con
centration camp. 

Buchenwa ld , near the city of Wei
mar (famous as the seat of the assem
bly which adopted the republican 
cons titution of February 1919), was 
established in 1937. Originally, this 
camp was known as Ettersberg, hav
ing been buill on the slopes of the 
mountain by that name. But the Wei
mar Nationa l Socialis t cultural au
thority raised objections on the 
grounds that Etlersberg has associ
ations with the poet Goethe. Eicke, 
in a le tter dated July 24. 1937, sug
gested to Himmler that the camp be 
named " Hochwald" or Tall Forest. 
Al though this name did not suit 
Himmler, he reacted quickly. ln a 
le tter dated July 28, Koch, the com
mandant of Ettersberg, notified the 
Thuring ia n Privy Coun c il that 
he nceforth the official name, sanc
tioned by Himmler. was to be Bu
chenwaJd or Beech Woods. 
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By 1938, three large camps·. Da
chau . Sachsenhausen and Buchen
wald. were ready to receive the Jews. 
who were Hiller's favorite prey. The 
excuse for who lesa le arrests was pro
vided by the assassination of a very 
minor officia l in the German legation 
in Paris. This even t made banner 
headlines in German ational So
c ialist newspapers. "Jewish Murder 
Attempt in the German Legation" 
was the headline of a typicaJ Munich 
paper dated November 8. 1938. 

"Crystal Night" 

Ernst vom Ralh had been mortaJly 
wounded by Hershel Greenspan . a 
young German Jew. who was en
raged over the treatment of his par
e nts by the Germans. He plotted to 
kill the German ambassador in Paris. 
but in his blind fury he shot the first 
person he encountered in the lega
tion . This was vom Rath. who died 
from his wounds on ovember 9. 
1939. That night, thousands of Jew
is h pla te g lass windows we re 
smashed by organi zed groups of SA 
men while the loca l police stayed 
away by order of Reinhard Heydrich 
who had organ ized the entire affair. 
Because of th e la rge quantity of 
broken glass, the night of ovember 
9-10 was dubbed "crystal night. " 

Within the next few days. close to 
30,000 Jewi sh men between the ages 
of 1 7 and 65 were arrested and sent 
to one of the three previously men
tioned camps. The locality of a pris
oner's res ide nce de termined the 
camp to which he was sent. 

From documents found after the 
war, we lea rn that 10,911 Jews were 
sent La Dachau between November 
10 and November 22; 9,845 were 
sent to Buchenwald between o
vember 10 and November 14 and 
approximate ly 10,000 were sent to 
Sachsenhausen during the same pe
riod. The accuracy of these numbers 



cannot be determined , as low-rank
ing SS men were notoriously lazy 
an d well-known for s lipshod work. 
Ma ny SS me n we re unedu ca ted 
peasants unsuited for the clerica l du
ties they sometimes had to perform. 

Women, too, suffered the fate of 
men. From early in 1933, they were 
sent to camps specially set aside for 
them. One of the early camps, which 
Eicke had reserved for women, was 
Lichtenburg in Thuringia. In 1938 
when Lichtenburg cou ld not accom
modate all the women the Nazis des
ignated to be sent to concentration 
camps. Ravensbruck in Mecklenburg 
was established. Inmates from Ra
vensbruck had to submit to brothel 
service and to quack medical experi
ments which were often performed 
by lesbian guards. 

After the Austrian " Anschluss" in 
1938, it was decided that Austria 
needed a cam p of its own , so Himm
ler found a suitable place near Enns, 
a former cavalry barracks that had 
served as a prisoner of war camp in 
World War I. Soon, a formidable 
concentration camp emerged and the 
name of Mauthausen was added to 
the list of fear-inspiring names. 

Among Mauthausen 's inmates 
were important political and reli
gious leaders whose execution had 
been ordered by Hi mmJer. When 
Mauthausen was liberated by Allied 
traps on May 5, 1945 . Himmler's or
ders had not yet been carried out, 
and man y persons , w ho wer e 
marked for death, were liberated. 

At the time Mauthausen was es
tablished , another lesser known 
camp, was set-u p at the other end of 
what was th en Germ any. [t was 
Neuengamme, located near the city 
of Hamburg. After the occupa tion of 
Holland and Belgium, the popula
tion of Neuengamme grew so large 
tha t not less than fifty sa te llite 
camps were placed under its admin
istration. Some of the large camps of 
the "Neuenga mme Ring" w ere 
Druette, Banterweg, Bullenhausen
damm, Hannover-Ah lem and Schan
delah. Although Ne uengamme was 
des igna ted as a KL , its satellite 
camps were actually s lave labor 
co mpounds. During the las t twelve 
months of the war, ninety percent of 
the inmates were Allied nationals 
who were imported as s lave labor. 
Over 90,000 persons passed through 
the Neuenga mme complex; some 
40 ,000 neve r re turn ed to the ir 
homes. 

Concentration camps were estab
lished in Holland soon after the Ger
man invasion of that country on May 
10, 1940. Hertagenbosch , Michiels
gestel and Amersfoort were three of 
the large camps instituted in that 
small country. The largest camp, 
however, was Westerbork, located in 
the peat bogs in northeast Holland 
near the town of Assen . Barracks, 
buill there by the Dutch government 
long before the war, were used to 
house the Jews who had fl ed Ger
many after the crystal night pogrom. 
The Germans needed only to sur
round the camp with barbed wire. 

'~ 
" a former cavalry barracks in Austria 

... barracks in peat bogs in Holland . " 

~( 
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A form of government had been 
instituted at Westerbork when the 
camp was opened by the Dutch . This 
was continued under German occu
pation and the title " Eldest Council 
of the jews" was given to this ruling 
body. 

Food parcels al limes could be 
sent to inmates, provided required 
"admittance stamp" was affi xed to 
the package. Actua lly, this \•vas not a 
s tamp in the true sense, but s imply a 
mimeographed slip of paper s igned 
by a Nazi official. 

Scrip was issued for the use of 
inma tes at Amersfoort and Wester
bark. Scrip from the latter ca mp is 
particularly interesting because the 
obverse of the notes show a view of 
the main road of the prison (known 
to inmates as lhe Boulevard des Mis
eres). This picture appea rs on all 
three of the denominati ons issued , 
10. 25 and 50 cents. By order of the 
German commander of the cam ps, 
these notes were to be burned just 
prior to the liberation of the camps 
by Allied troops. 

It should be noted that these notes 
were not considered currency. To 
avo id viol ating Hitler 's order which 
pro hibited Jews from possess ing 
money , the word "Gutsche in ", 
mea ning credit coupon . was printed 
in large letters on each bill. 

Many camps were located in the 
mountainous regions in the south of 
France. These centers were built by 
the French to house the many so l
diers of the Republican forces who 
had fl ed from the Spanish civi l war 
(1936-1939). When the Germans in
vaded France, many of these soldiers 
fought w ith the French army against 
the Germans; others joined the For
eign Legion. These camps were al
most empty when the western phase 
of World War 11 began. 

After France ca pitulated to lhe 
German army on June 25, 1940, the 

9 

Wcsterborlo. ·s scrip 

Germans commandeered the camps 
in the Pyrenees mountains which 
were so ideally located and suitable 
to hold Jews from Germany. So dur
ing the night of October 22, 1940. 
some 7,450 men , women and chil
dren were hurri ed ly shipped to Les 
Milles, de Curs and Ri vesaltes. 

Other camps soon were crowded 
as Jews from the Saar and other lo
calities were shipped into France. 
Since these camps were under the 
control of the Vichy government, 
censor's cachets on letters were in 
French. 

Under Vichy rule, the jews lived 
relatively unmolested although over
crowded in these camps. There were 
no mail restrictions imposed on in
males other than lhe inevitable cen
sorsh ip. Postage had to be paid by 
inmates, except for letters to the in
ternational Red Cross in Geneva. 
Such letters could be sent free of 
postage. 

Finally in November 1942, Ger
many occupied lhe whole of France, 
and shortly thereafter. the transports 
began to roll from France to dreaded 
Auchwit z. 

ln Ita ly 

The picture was somewhat differ
ent in Ha ly, for Mussolini was reluc
tan t to es tab li s h concentration 
camps on Italian soil. It was only 
after repealed requests by Germany 
that he did acquiesce lo hi s powerfu l 
neighbor's demands. Inmates of Ital
ian ca mps, however, were treated 



relatively well. They were not tor
tured nor starved as inmates were in 
other axis areas. 

Several camps were built, the larg
est being Ferramonti which was lo
cated near the town of Tarsia in the 
province of Cosenza in southern It
aly. About 85% of its 3,000 inmates 
were German refugees who had tried 
to escape from azism. Opened in 
June 1940, Ferramonli was liberated 
by U.S. troops in September 1943. 

Many camps a nd ghettos were es
tablished in the Baltic regions. In
males there had no writing privi
leges, hence very littl e mail is known 
to exist from these ca mps and ghet
tos. Stutthof. one of the first Balti c 
camps, was loca ted near the ci ty of 
Danzig. Among others were: Kurten
hof [Salispils in the Latvian lan
guage) . a few miles southeast of Riga: 
and Kureme. Ponary. a nd Goldfilz in 
Estonia. 

Large ghe ttos also were es tab
lished in Riga and Wilna. The former 
was liquidated by the Nazis on No
vember 3, 1943. the latter on Sep
tember 23 of the same year. Few in
mates s urvived: The crimes 
committed at the Vilna Ghetto did 
not become full y known until 1963, 
when the former administrator of 
this ghetto was finally brought to 
trial. 

Auschwitz opens 1940 

Perhaps the mos t infamous of all 
the camps whi ch were instituted un
der the Nazi regime was Lbe camp 
built near the Polish town of Oswie
cim [Germanized Auschwitz), locat
ed southwest of the city of Cracow. 
Auschwitz was officially opened on 
June 14, 1940 as a concentration 
ca mp for Polish political prison ers 
,,vhom the Nazis intended to treat 
\·vith special harshness. It soon be
came a much more s inister place. 
With its four huge gas chambers and 
adjoining crematoria it became the 
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largest of the extermination camps 
with a capac ity for a death and burial 
that far surpassed any other. 

During the summer of 1944. trans
port after trans port arrived in Ausch
witz. ew prisoners were given a 
regu lation le tter sheet [very much 
like the le tter sheets of the German 
concentration camps) with ins truc
tions to write a reassuring note to a 
relative about '" th e pl easant new sur
roundings'" which the writer found 
at Auschwitz. In most cases these 
letters reached their destinations 
long after the death of the writers. 

Although many ghettos were es
tablished. mostl y in Poland , Lhe larg
est was set up in the Protectorate of 
Bohemia and Moravia, where the en
tire population of Terezin was evac
uated and the town was then trans
form e d into th e Th eres ienstadt 
Ghetto. 

The star-shaped fortress of There
s ienstadt was established between 
1850 and 1860 by joseph IT and 
named by him in honor of his moth
er Maria Theresia. It was designed by 
Ita lian engineers along the most 
modern lines of their lime, but it 
never served as a for tress and it was 
abandoned as such in 1882. II re
mained a garrison town until 1941. 

Theresienstadl is loca ted in a fl at. 
fertile plain along the river Eger, 
abou t 36 mi les north of Prague. fls 
ins ide dimens ions are about 2275 
feel by 1625 feet. Heydrich. the 
"Reichsprolector" of Bohemia and 
Moravia , decided to use this rather 
dreary town as a special ghetto for 
jews . The order to evacua te the ap
proximately 10,000 inhabitants was 
given on October 10, 1941 , and U1e 
first transports w ith jews arrived on 
November 24, 1941 , long before the 
town was com ple te ly evacuated. 
Theresienstadl remained a " mod el 
ghetto" for propaganda purposes un
til its liberation by Russian troops on 
April 17, 1945. 



Theresicnstodt ghetto. o star-shaped fo rt ress. abou t 36 mi les north of 
Prague. received its f irst prisoners on .\10\•ember 2-l . 19-11 . It was 
liberated on April 17. 1945. 

Theresiens tadt issued gh etto scrip. 
Although it was dated Ja nuary 1 . 
1943, it did not get into c ircula tion 
until March of that year. Since Jews 
were not allowed to own money, 
th ese notes w e re d es ign a te d as 
"Quittungen " o r receipts. This scrip 
was designed by two artis ts . Heil
bron and Kien. both inmates of Ther
es ienstadt. The scrip was printed in 
Berlin where the picture of Moses 
was changed to conform w ith the 

azi. s tereotyped caricature of a 
Jew-crooked nose, long s ideburns 
and long, slender fin gers. On the re
verse of the note is the printed s igna
ture of Jacob Ede ls tein who served as 
"The Eldest of the Jews in Theresien
stadt" from December 4 . 1941 (the 
day he arri ved) , until his arrest on 
November 9 , 1943 . He was executed 
in Auschwitz on June 20 . 1944. 

It has been staled . by surviving 
inma tes , th a t if one indi v idual 
s hou ld be s ingled out for having 
tried to help hjs fe llow s ufferers in 
The res ie n s tadl . th a t indi vidu a l 
should be Dr. Leo Baeck. former 
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Chief Rabbi of Berlin . He arrived in 
Theresiens tadt on January 28. 1943 . 
From tha t day he served as a member 
of the Jewish Council whose head he 

_,, --
Postal money order sent by inmate of the 
Thercsienstodt Concentra tion Ca mp. 



Left. parcel stamp fa r use on food pocl..oges orril'lng at Theresien
stodt. A counterfeit appears at right. 

became on December 13, 1944. After 
the war he lectured in the U.S. and 
in England where he died on o
vember 2, 1956. West Germany hon
ored him on the first anniversary of 
his death with a commemorative 
postage stamp (Scott o. 777). 

After the start of the war in 1939. 
Eicke lost interest in his job as in
spector of concentration camps and 
he went on acti ve duty as a major 
genera l. He was reputedly shot down 
during a reconnaissance flight near 
Kharkov while looking for a tank col
umn led by his son-in-law. His body 
was later identified by fragments of 
his uniform. 

His successor as inspector of con
centration cam ps was Gluecks. Un
der the latter's leadership the Polish 
camps were established. There were 
24 general concentration ca mps, 9 
temporary camps , 60 hard labor 
camps and a large number of ghettos 
set up in occupied Poland . Some of 
the large camps. besides Auschwitz. 
were: 

Chelmo (from December 8, 
1941, until january 1945). 
Bel zec (from Marc h 17 , 
1942, unti l December 1942). 
Birkenau, a lso known as 
Auschwitz II. (opened in 
March 1942). 
Treblinka (from july 1942, 
until th e Au tumn of 1943). 
Sobibor (from May 7 or 8 , 
1942, until ovember 1943). 
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Numerous camps were establis hed 
in the district of Lub lin , the largest 
being tvlajdanek. At one lime all jews 
were Lobe sen t Lo this area, but this 
proved to be unfeasible. 

The Warsaw Ghetto 

Perhaps the most well-known of 
all the ghellos established by the a
zis was the one in Warsaw. Here. the 
most heroic . as wel l as the most dra
matic of all resistance attempts to 
Nazi brutality look place. 

In November of 1940, by order of 
the Governor General of occupied 
Polish territories, a separate Jewish 
quarter was set up in the poorest 
section of Warsaw, totall y segregat
ing the inmates from the rest of the 
city. The residents of this section 
had to build a Len-fool wall to sur
round their quarters. The few en
trances, which were left open, were 
well guarded by German, Polish, Uk
ranian and Jewish police. 

The Nazis set up a quasi self-gov
ernment which was called "The 
Counci l of the Elders of the Jewish 
Community in Warsaw. " It consisted 
of 24 members and 24 delegates. As 
president of this council, the Ger
mans arbitari ly selected one Adam 
Cherniakov. a member of the pre-war 
Jewis h Community in Warsaw and 
an engineer by profession. 

Mai l between the ghetto and the 
outside world was exchanged at the 
council building. German postal au
thorities would occasionally bring a 



large number of parcels and a large 
quantity of mail addressed to ghetto 
inma tes to the exchange center. At 
that time they would pick up outgo
ing mail which had been censored at 
the council post office. Such mail as 
that which passed the Jewish cen
sors received a small cachet ''Juden
ra t Warschau" (Jewish Council War
saw) in the upper left han d corner. 
Severa l types of cachets exist. 

Incoming mail was distributed by 
ghetto mailmen who collected an ex
tra fee payable in cash. They also 
dis tributed parcels, which had the 
usua l package card s attached to 
them. Ordinarily the recipient of a 
parcel endorsed the package card, 
but in th e ghello it was the duty of 
the council to make the endorse
ments. Severa l types of rubber
stamped endorsement were used by 
the counci l. After the war, a large 
number of these cacheted package 
cards were found in the Warsaw post 
office, The cachets read "Mail De
pository of the Jewish Liv ing Quar
ters, Warsaw." 

By 1941, c lose to 500 ,000 people 
were crowd ed into this ghetto. Al
though the death rate was high, it 
was not high enough to suit the Ge
stapo, so a s inis ter plan was institut
ed. It was decided that many of the 
Jews shou ld be " resettled" and to 
this end the Jewish Counc il was or
dered to supply 6,000 volunteers 
daily for " resettlement" on farms. To 
obtain this quota, the Counci l of
fered extra bread rations to the starv
ing populace. This, and the prospect 
to work on farms enticed many. 

Sinister "Resettlement" Runiors 
Abound 

Soon rumors began to circulate in 
the ghetto that resettlement was in 
reality a trip to the gas chambers at 
Auschwitz and Birkenau. By order of 
the Gestapo, the Jewish Council tried 
to sque lch this rumor. Cherniakov 
committed su icide in protest. Al
though some people would not be
lieve the truth, on ly a trickle of vol
unteers came forward. To fiJI the 
now empty trains, the Nazis resorted 
to actual manhunts; they arrested 
people in the streets and in houses. 
Every person they could find was 
taken to the "Umschlagp latz", the 
point of embarkati on to the death 
factories. 

By Apri l 1943, on ly 70.000 in
mates were left in the Warsaw ghet
to. They banded together and decid
ed, as the late President John F. 
Kennedy put it, ''to sell their lives as 
dearly as possible." With some 
smuggled guns of various s izes and 
makes, some amm unition which of
ten did not fit any ava ilable guns, 
and some gasoline-filled bottles. 
they rose in revolt on April19, 1943. 

The outcome of this struggle was 
inev itable, but this ragged army of 
men, wo men and chi ldren held the 
supposedly invincible German army 
at bay for weeks. It was not until May 
16, 1943, that Juergen Stroop, the SS 
genera l in charge of the ghetto liqui
dation, coul d send Hiller a leather
bound, go ld-stamped report that 
"There exis ts no jewish quarter in 
Warsaw anymore .. .'' 

" rumors began . resettlement was a 
trip to the gas chambers " 

~·tl --
13 



Litzmannstadt Ghetto Established 

Lodz. Poland's second largest city 
and its leading indus trial center. had 
another la rge ghetto. On February 8 . 
1940, a ll Jews li ving in Lodz and in 
its surrounding suburbs were or
dered to move into the poor northern 
section of the city. On May 3.1940. 
the ghetto gales were closed . He nce
forth, this ghetto was known as the 
Litzmannstadt Ghetto, Lodz having 
been renamed Li lzmannstadt by or
der of Hitler on April 11 , 1940. 

As early as October of 1939, short
ly after Lodz fe ll w ithout a blow to 
the ad vancing German arm y. a Jew
ish Civil Authority was set up by the 
Nazis. They placed as head of this 
authority a former Lodz orp hanage 
directo r, Cha im Mordechai Rum
kowski. who beca me the controver
s ial " Eldest of the Jews in the Litz
mannstadt Ghetto. " He was feared 
and hated by the ghetto inmates to 
such an extent that two SS body
gua rds were assigned to him by the 

azis. Filled w ith an exaggerated 
sense of importance, he served as the 
" Fuehrer" of the Li tzmanns tadt Jews 
until th e beginning of the ghello liq
uidation on August 21. 1944. Rum
kowski, perhaps more than any of 
the other heads of jewish Counci ls 
established throughout Poland , gave 
a s tigma of co llaboration with the 
Nazis to this pos t. It is . however, 
unfa ir for us, living in safety and 
security , to c riticize. 

These Eldest Councils received 
their orders from the SS and execut
ed them. It was all part of a diaboli
cal scheme set up by Heydrich for 
Jews to discredit themselves in front 
of the ir own people. 

Lodz Ghetto scrip was issued on 
May 15 . 1940. Ghetto inmate lgnacy 
Gutman des igned a set of seve n 
notes and they were printed outside 
the ghetto by the Manitius Printing 
OHice in Lodz . Several printings 
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Scrip and Coins Were 
Designed by an Inmate for Use in 

Lodz Ghetto. 

"Ghetto Crown , .. a 20-mark coin , 
issued in Lodz Ghetto. 

were made on waterma rked an d un
watermarked pa per. Thi s set of no tes 
is cons iderably scarcer tha n the one 
from Theresiens tadl. A set of coi ns 
al so was issued in the Lodz Ghetto. 
Szware. a former d ra ftsman. was the 
medallist. Two different 10 pfen nig 
coins we re minted as well as a five, 
ten and twenty-mark coin. The la tter 
is known as the Ghetto Crown. The 
coins we re mi nted in a luminum a nd 
magnalium (a n a luminum and mag
nesium alloy) in 1943 and 1944. 

Lapel Pin Below Is a Facsimile 
of the One-Mark Note. 

En largement of a lapel pin issued on the third 
a nniversary of I he Lodz Ghetto. 

On the third anniversa ry of the 
establishment of the Lodz Ghetto , la
pel pins were given to officials of the 
ghetto ba nk. These pins were pro
duced in the ghello in 1943 and d e
pict the one-mark ghetto note. 

Henry F. Kahn 



CAMP MONEY IN THE EARLY 
CONCENTRATION CAMPS OF FASCIST 

GERMANY 
By Hans Maur 

German Democratic Republic (East Germany) 

ln the system of terror of the offi
cial fascist dic tatorships, concentra
tion camps p lay a special role. Also 
in fascist Germany of 1933 to 1945, 
they were a so lid part of this system 
of ru le. The purpose of the concen
tration cam ps was to isolate and ex
terminate opponen ts of the regime 
and to create a psychosis of fear 
among the peop le. The organ of the 
Nazi party, Der Sliirmer, in August 
1932 published detailed p lans: " ... 
immediate arrest and sen tencing of 
all communis! and social democrat-
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ic portr functionaries ... , placing of 
suspects and inte llectual instigators 
in concen tration camps''. What the 
concentration camps were to be was 
described in 1933 by the official SS 
organ Das schwarte Korps: "Thus, 
the concentration camps are island
like battle zones of the interna l front, 
balllefields where a handful of men 
guard Germany against Lhe interna l 
enemy." 

Phoro Th~ ,\1arn Gal.,._ Omnu·nbut)l. 1933. Yl\'0 Arc:hl\·r 



In Hiller's Germany, concentra tion 
camps were legally sanctioned un
der the Emergency Decree, ''For the 
Protection of Peop le and Stale" 
which was issued following the no
torious Reichstag fire on February 
28. 1933. Any person could be ar
rested and incarcerated arbitrar ily. 

o one cou ld defend himself. The 
Hitler fascists ca lled this "protective 
custody". Helped by the "blacklis ts'' 
prepared earlier by the police of the 
Weimar Re public (in th e 1920s), 
mass arrests of members and func
tionaries of both workers parties and 
their orga niza tions , above a ll com
munists , were made after the fascist 
Reichstag provocation. 

Former penitentiaries and prisons, 
old fortresses and strongholds, shut
down factories a nd remote '"'are
houses , as we ll as appropria ted 
workers and sports premises were 
converted into concentration camps 
and torture cha mbers. Soon there 
were one hundred "protective custo
dy camps" in Germany, in which 
political prisoners were herded to
gether. 

The most infamous fascist concen
trat ion camps of the ea rly period 
\vere Lich tenburg near Prettin!Elbe 
(June 1933 to Sep tember 1937): 
Oranie nburg ncar Be rlin (March 
1933 to August 1934); Papenburg in 
Elmsland (March 1933 lo ea rl y 
1940): Sonnenburg (March 1933 to 
Augus t 1934. thereafter prison); 
Hohnste in , Saxon Switzerl a nd 
(March 1933 to August 1934); Sach
senbu rg (May 1933 to September 
1937), and Dacbau near Munich 
(March 1933 lo April1945). Unimag
inable cruelties took p lace in these 
concentration camps. By mid-1935, 
Lhe fascists had a lready murdered 
4.656 prisoners in the ir " protective 
custody ca mps". Tens of thousands 
more langui shed behind barbed wire 
fences and prison walls. 
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The Introduction of Camp Money 

Along with the terroriza ti on of the 
prisoners in the co ncentra tion 
camps. the Hitler fascists also used a 
shrewdly devised system of robbing 
them. It cons isted in the introduc
tion of the so-ca lled lagergeld (camp 
money). This was valid only in the 
concentration camp for which it was 
issued. The camp money for prison
ers \Vas issued in two different peri
ods . Concentra tion camp money is 
known lo us from the ea rl y Limes of 
the camps (1933 to 1937) and the 
later war years (1943 lo 1945). 

After 1943, lhe camp money was 
paid as " bonus" for " overtime" to 
the prisoners and forced laborers 
who were exploited in lhe fascist 
German armaments industry to lhe 
extent of physical destruction. It 
was different in nature from the 
camp money that existed in the first 
years of the fascist dictatorship. 
(Emphasis by Editor.) 

From Lhe early period of fascist 
concentration camps in Germany, 
camp money of the concentration 
camps in Oranienburg and Lichten
burg/Prellin has been found . The 
purpose of introduc ing (this) camp 
money was to prevent the prisoners 
from having lega l tender in case of a 
successful escape. lf they had cash. 
the prisoners had to exchange this 
for camp money. Relatives of in
males could send money to th e 
camp. Amounts were mostly small. 
less than 5.00 Reichsmark. as shown 
in the register of the Lichtenburg 
co ncentration ca mp. The prisoners 
rece ived these amounts only in 
camp money. 

The Money 'Hand-Out' 

Fi rst. all money was cred ited to 
the prisone r in an account of the 
Administrat ion handling the prison
ers' money. The " humanity" of the 
fascis ts went so far as to establish 
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One of four notes issued at Oranienburg ( 1933-34). 

canteens where prisoners with camp 
money could buy food and tobacco 
to suppl ement the meager ca mp 
mea ls. Delivery of the camp money 
\>vas made to prisoners by the Ad
ministration every two to four 
weeks, often arbitrarily. 

As reported by a former prisoner, 
"one had to stand for hours, subject
ed to all kind of ch icanery, particu
larly before holidays like Christmas, 
when the money was handed out 
af ter two to three days' waiLing in 
the cold . Being thrown down in the 
dirt, ly ing on one's stomach fo r half 
hour at a Lim e, being turned bock so 
thai the f irst rows which had already 
stood there up to fo ur La five hours 
become the last ones, these were the 
circumstances of receiving the mon
ey. That some ... were missing as a 
result of the speed with which lhe 
amounts were thrown Lo lhe prison
ers, was a molter of course, until the 
prisoners Look charge of the dis tribu
tion ". 

Of th e actua l Re ichs marks re
ceived in rem ittances or in the letters 
from relat ives, 30 percent was con
fiscated (by the S.S. Administration.) 
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Lichtenburg 
Licbtenburg castle in Prettin on the 
Elbe was closed as a penitentiary in 
1928 because of its dilapidated con
dition . In 1933, after the establish
ment of the official fasci st dictator
ship, it became one of the firs t 
concentration camps in Germany. 
On June 12, 1933, the first political 
opponents of the Nazi regime were 
ca rried off from the court prisons 
and SA barracks to this new concen
tration camp. Later, prisoners from 
Sonnenburg concentration camp and 
Orani enburg co ncentra ti on camp 
were added. At the end of 1936, 
there were about 1,500 prisoners in 
the "Lic ht e" . as it was ca ll ed. 
Among th e priso ners there were 
many we llknown communist, so
cialis t and union leaders along with 
writers, artists and intellectuals lan
guishing within the masonry of the 
old castle. 

In September 1937, the fascists 
closed the Lichtenburg camp. Most 
prisoners were transported to the 
larger concentration camps Buchen
wald and Sachsenhausen. 

1Pfg and 2Pfg Notes 
are Sole Survivors 

From the Lichtenburg concentra
tion camp, camp money in 1 Pfennig 
and 2 Pfennig denominations has 
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Translation 

0.0 1 
Prisoner Camp Money 

Uchtenburg Concent ralion Camp 
Valid only in the Concenlr. Camp 

been preserved . Certainly there were 
camp certificates in larger denomi
nati ons, however nothing has been 
found out about them. either has 
any information come to light so far 
about the establishment and printing 
of th e Li chtenburg camp money. 
The Pick/Siem sen ca ta log (p . 18) 
mentions the 1 Pfg certifi cate. one 
specimen of whic h is in the Museum 
of German History in Berlin. Mean
while one specimen of a 2 Pfennig 
certifi cate has also been found. This 
is in the possession of the Lichten
burg Warning and Memorial Monu
ment. 

Both money certificates from the 
Lichtenburg concentration camp are 
printed on one side. Evidently they 

References: 
Geschichle der dcutschcn t\rbeilerbewegung. Bd 5. Berlin 1966 

0.02 
Prisoner Cam p Money 

Lichtenburg Concentra tion Camp 
Valid only in Concentr. camp 

were cut out of a large sheet. Their 
size is 50mm x 50mm. The paper is 
yellow (1 Pfg certificate) and green (2 
Pfg certificate). The camp certificates 
were accepted as money on ly after 
being stamped by the concentra tion 
camp administration, as is seen from 
the 2 Pfennig certificate. This camp 
money could be exchanged in the 
Lichtenburg concentration camp 
only in the canteen established by 
the SS. 

It is to be hoped that further re
search will bring to light more about 
the camp money of the early concen
tration camps in fascist Germany. 

(Tran sla ted from an Eas t German 
numismatic article.- Ed.) 
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r4t4 . -
THE FIRST CONCENTRATION 

CAMP NOTES. 

THE HIDDEN STORY OF THE ORANIENBURG 
PAPER-MONEY ISSUES 

by DR. ALAN YORK 

All Rights Reserved 

Long before Hitler came to power 
in 1933, the S.A. (Brown-Shirts] es
tablish e d their own private jails, 
mostly in National Socialist ( AZI) 
Party headquarters in the larger cit
ies. In the chaotic later days of th e 
Weimar Re public, it was a com mon 
practice of Lhe Nazis to bla tantl y kid
nap opposition members, then most
ly communists and socialists, to bru
talize them. Many were crippled or 
ki lled outright during these outra
geous acts. The police and judges, 
many of whom sympathized with 
the Nazis ignored these flagrant vio
la tions of German law and permitted 
them to re-occur w ith impunity. 

When ten years later Hitler be
came Reichschancell or, these sub
rosa jails were lao small to conta in 
all of the emerging anti-fascist oppo
si lion.ImmediateJy, the Hitler police 
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system erected concentration camps 
to hold their victims. These were 
collection centers from the numer
ous lillie jails. hen ce "concentration 
camps. " The fact that they we re 
erected so soon after the ' lega li za
tion ' of the National Socia list regime 
proves that the Nazis already had 
plans worked out for this method of 
isolation of a ll l11eir opposition long 
before Hitl er assumed office. Three 
concentration camps were soon cs
tabl ished in 1933 at Li chtenburg, Da
chau. and Oranie nbmg. a suburb of 
Berlin. 

Hiller, and Hja lmar Schacht, his 
economic adviso r, had convinced 
the banking and industrial giants 
Lhal it would be well \•vorth their 
while to contribute both financial 
and politica l support to the ationa l 
Socialist cause. One prominent Ber
lin bank in March of 1933, donated 



to S.A.-Slurm 208 of iederbarn.im 
County, absolute ly free of charge, a 
gift of a huge lumber yard. adjacent 
to a branch office of the bank. This 
yard became the infamous Oranien
burg concentration camp. Close to 
Berlin, it was easy for the S.A. 
round-up squads to initially contain 
their political oppos ition there. One 
of their first captives was the noted 
Socialist pacifist and Nobel Prize 
winner, Karl von Ossietsky. 

To help prevent escape, all cash 
was taken from the prisoners, re
placed with scrip paper money is
sued by the camp administration. On 
31 July 1933 th e "fUhrer" of Stan
darte 208, sent to Dr. Fromm, the 
civil administrator of the Potsdam 
District. a communication contain
ing specimens of the Oranienburg 
concentration camp notes a long with 
regulations concerning their usage. 
The Brown Shirts in their cruel hu
mor, ru led that 30% of all exchanged 
funds were to be seized by the camp 
authorities to cover the costs of camp 
maintainance. The captives were 
forced to pay for the ir own imprison
ment! 

Prototype Scrip 

The Oran ienburg paper-money 
notes became the prototype of future 
concentration camp scrip. It fu lfi lled 
the following functions: 

1 . Scrip was a security measure making 
escape from tile camp more difficult. 
.. Real money" was needed on the out
side. Anyone found 1\'ilh these camp 
nates became subject to immediate im
prisonment. 

2. Scrip was a method of subsidization of 
the costs of maintaining the camp. in· 
stonily converting .. real '' money to 
taxed scrip. 

3. Scrip served as a propaganda device, 
further humiliating the prison populo
lion. 

Despite public statements of Goeb
bel's Ministry of Propaganda that the 

azis did not care one bit for public 
and governmenta l condemn ation 
outside of Germany, they were, in 
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actuality. quite sensitive to world 
opinion. The existence of the con
centration camps was no secret to 
the foreign press and radio services. 
The Nazi assaults on human rights 
were condemned. more or less, 
arou nd the world . 

To show the " human" side of the 
camps, Oranienburg was maintained 
as a 'model' camp for the foreign 
press and Red Cross by the Oranien
burg pressefuhrengen so that they 
cou ld report back home that reports 
of the brutalities committed there 
were gross ly exaggerated . (The same 
procedure was employed ten years 
later at the Theresienstadt ghetto in 
Czechos lovakia.) The scrip money 
was displayed to the foreign visitors 
to demonstrate just how 'civilized' 
the camps really were. 

The four notes of Oronienburg. Tile 1-Mork 
note is rare. 



Four notes of increasing s ize, de
pending on their nominal value. of 
striking graphic des ign were issued 
in 1933, in va lues of 5, 10, and 50 
pfennig, and 1 mark. All notes arc 
watermarked "Ad. Hausmann-He/1-
dunke/musLer." 

"Lippert, Horst-Willi" 
He Designed the Notes 

We are indebted to the East Ger
man numismatic historian, Wilhelm 
Marquardt1 for his research into the 
design and manufacture of the notes 
of this camp. In mid-July of 1933. we 
find inscribed in the still-extant ro ll
book of the Ora nienburg Concentra
tion Camp. (Those Nazis were punc
tilious bureauc rats! -Ed .) the 
inscription next to number 33. the 
name " Lippert , Horst-Wi lli ," a 
graphic artist a nd portraitist. Lippert 
was ordered by the camp administra
tion to design and produce the scrip 
notes for the camp. A close inspec
tion of the notes reveals his logo: The 
initials " LIT," " Ll" being the first 
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two letters and the "T" being the last 
letter in the name " Lippert'' 

These logos arc to be found on the 
obverse of the notes. On the 5pf val
ue, it is located in the lower right 
corner of the pi cture of the barbed 
wire fence. On the lOpf value it is 
found just below the overlapping of 
the two shields. On the 1 mark value, 
it may be seen on the ground be
tween the two feet of the prisoner. 

As a dedicated anti-! azi. Lippert 
was one of the first to be incarcerated 
in Oranienburg for his political ac
tivities, not because of the Nurem
burg racia l laws which were not yet 
promulgated into law. He looked for 
a way to register his protest against 
the Nazi regime even on these notes. 
But, how? He submitted bold de
signs and art for the printing plates 
for these " notes" to the camp admin
is tration. In contrast to the stark ear
lier issues of pre-Nazi German pris
on camp money, these designs were 
quickly approved by the Camp Com
mandant as being just what they 
needed to show visitors. 

> c 

I ; ··--7'-

Note "LIT" as these appoar on 5Pfg. tOPfg 
and I mark notes. 

After a small initial run of the 50 
pfennig notes, Lippert surreptitious
ly scratched away on the printing 
plate, in the word " Konzenlralions
Jager" the top of the letter "g.'' A 
small number of the notes shows no 
opening there. Further press runs 
had a tiny opening; then a tota l 
opening was created. 



First run: " ... slogers" 
in 50 Pfg note 

Why was this done? The final re
su lt was that the word no longer read 
"KonzentraLionsiager" but " konzen
trationsiayer" . . . "slayer", an En
glish S)mon ym for " killer! " Lippert's 
protest was revealing the Nazis to be 
the murderers that they were. 

The numismati c s tudent may 
wonder if this is not a farfetched 
story. But how else could an artist 
secretly protest the atrocious situa
tion in which he found himself wi th
out being caught and severely pun
ished by the S.A. guards? During the 
Japanese occupation of China, for in
stance it is a well known fact that 
certain patriotic bank note engravers 
at the Bureau of Engra ving and 
Printing engraved even more ob
scure protest messages than this he
roic protest by a member of the Oran
ienburg undergroundz. 

To those who still doubt this arti
fact of an anti-fascist underground at 
Oranienburg concentration camp, 
we have the words of Horst-willi 
Lippert, himse lf, who confirms this 
event. As of 1981, Lippert was still 

References: 

Finol run: ·· ... slayers·· (ki llers) 
in 50Pfg note 

alive, though extremely ill , feeb le, 
and near-blind, a resident of the tiny 
vi!Jage of Brunsbilttel in the north
ern part of West Germany. He has 
related the events of 50 years ago to 
german numismatists. 

ln August of 1934, the concentra
tion camp of Oranienburg was 
closed. The lumber yard was no 
longer large enough to accommodate 
the ever increasing number of pris
oners. Those unfortunate to still be 
there at its closing were transferred 
to more puniti ve camps. 

These notes were in use at Oran
ienburg for about one year only. 
They are considered to be scarce. 
The 1 Mark note was unknown to 
Pick and Siemsen when they pub
lished their superb book on concen
tration camp notes in 19763 . It is 
illustrated here for the first time any
where in the numismatic literature. 

The author, Dr. Alan York, Num
ber One Main Street, East Hampton, 
New York 11937 would welcome 
any additional information on these 
and other concentration camp notes. 

1. Marquardt. Wilhelm- " Der Betrug mil dem Lagergeld" Der Widerst.andsktimpfer" Heft4/ 
1982. Zeitschrifl der Zenlralleilung des Komitees der Anlifaschis tischen Widersla.nd
kampfer der DDR. 
2. Friedman . Herbert - Secret Symbols on World War 2 Occupa tion Notes of Chino. Coins. 
June 1973, pp. 60-63. 
3. Pick, Albert and Siemsen. Carl - Dos Logergeld der Konzentrotions-und D.P. Lager 1933-
19-lS. 1976, Ba tlenberg Verlag, Mii.nchen. 
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A 
Monetary 

System That 
Never Was 

THERESIENST ADT 
By Yasha L. Beresiner , N. L. G. 

Among the German endeavors to 
" normalize", in the eyes of the 
World , liviog conditions in the Ther
esienstadt ghetto, unsuccessful ef
forts were made by the Nazis to cre
ate a complete monetary system. The 
first step taken in this direction was 
the formation of a "Jewish Self Gov
ernment Bank" which established its 
premises in the former town hall and 
from there distributed notes of seven 
denominations: 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50 
and 100 Kronen . 

These Ghetto notes have a fasci
nating though somewhat gruesome 
story. 

The word "Ghetto" is generally as
sociated with the period just pre
ceeding World War ll, but the term 
which has an Italian derivation was 
used as early as the M.iddle Ages in 
relation to those areas of a city which 
formed the Jewish quarter. The use 
of the word during the rise of the 
Nazis in Germany gave it far more 
unpleasant connotations due to the 
stern economic and social restric
tions that were imposed on the Ghet
to Jews. The large number of Ghettos 
that existed in Europe prior to World 
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War II were dissolved as a result of 
the mass deporta tion of the Jewish 
residents to the concentration camps 
which had been built for infamous 
reasons that are only too well 
known. 

Situated in then Bohemia, now 
Southwestern Czechoslovakia, the 
establishing of the Theresienstadt 
ghetto by the Nazis in January 1942, 
was an exception to the normal "for
mation" of ghettos. In this instance 
all 7,000 loca l inhabitants of the 
town were evacuated in order to al
low for the " resettlement" of entire 
Jewish families. Theresienstadt, the 
brain child of Hitler's Gestapo Chief, 
Reinhard Heydrich, was part of the 
"final solution to the Jewish Prob
lem". It is interesting to note that 
part of Lhe German reprisals for Hey
drich's death towards the end of the 
war included the shipment of 3,000 
Theresienstad t Jews to extermina
tion camps in Poland . 

This Ghetto was s imultaneously to 
become an "examplary" settlement 
to satisfy world official bodies inves
tigating the treatment and confine
ment of Jews. 



The first deported families to ar
rive in Thcres ienstadt naturally were 
from Czechoslova kia, a lmost all of 
them from Prague. Soon. however, 
whole jewish com munities from the 
rema ining Germa n pro tectorates 
were arri v ing in The res ien stadt. 
These included Austrians, Danes, 
Dutchmen . Hungarians . Poles and 
German Jews. Within the first few 
months of 1942, nearly 140,000 men, 
women, and children were cramped 
in an area that had onl y just accom
modated the 7,000 origina l inhabi
tants; and yet il was pri vileged Jews 
and their families alone that were to 
have .the "adva ntage" of being sent 

0 1 J i ll \hlllllfl 
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here! They had to be disabled Ger
man war veterans, commended war 
heroes or s ufficiently prominent in 
the scienti fic or artistic field to have 
acquired internationa l recognition ; 
(cl early again , this was to avoid any 
embarrassment w hic h may ha ve re
sulted from enquiries regarding the 
sudde n disa ppea ra nce of any of 
these well known wo rld figures). 

Theresienstadt was also used as a 
" trans it po int" for jews over the age 
of 65 ; more tha n 70,000 of them 
found onl y a temporar y abode in the 
Ghello while awaiting the ir transfer 
to Auschwitz, from where they were 
never to return . 



ln September 1942 an offi c ial and 
public annou ncement was made by 
the azis to the effect that an inter
nal Monetary system wou ld operate 
within the se lf governing Jewish 
community of Theres iens tadl. By 
this time the first Chief Elder, Jakob 
Edelstein (who was succeeded by Dr. 
Paul Epstein and Rabbi urmelstein 
before Thcrcs ienstad t was liberated 
at the end of the war) had been elect
ed and was instructed to produce 
designs for a series of paper notes 
which were to be put into circulation 
within th e tow n on January 1s t. 
1943. 

The designs , bas ically as they ap
pear on the notes, were duly present
ed on time; the S.S. however, decid
ed that Moses as depicted, was far 
too attractive and consequently they 
added c url s to his temples and 
cha nged the shape of the nose before 
printing some 14 million Kronen 
worth of notes in Berlin . (It has been 
reported thai 53 million Kronen had 
been printed). 

All of the different currencies in 
the possession of the Jews had been 
confiscated and th e notes to be is
sued were, in fact, rece ipts for these 
monies and were accordingly head
ed "Quittung". 

The notes fina lly were distributed 
on May 12th , 1943, four months be
hind sched ule. 
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The German efforts to pprtray 
Theres ienstadt as a model and ordi
nary Jewish settle ment (and not a 
ghetto or another "camp") continued 
as late as mid-1944 ; thi s is evidenced 
by the following c ircular letter is
sued by the Central secretariate of 
the S.S. to the Jewish elders of the 
community on Ju ly 9th , 1944. 

"The term Ghetto money or Ghet
to-Kronen is no longer to be used. 
Instead the term " Theres ie ns tadt 
Kronen ", is to be used or in its short
ened form "Th-Kr"." 

All of the notes have Moses with 
the Commandments-on which the 
first Hebrew characters of each law 
appear-within a circular frame. At 
the centre is the legend ··Receipt for . 
. . Kronen," and Lhe denomination in 
figures; below is the falsifi cation 
clause. The Star of David and de
nomination appear on the extreme 
bottom right. 

The reverse slates the denomina
tion in words, the place and date
Theresienstadt, 1s t january, 1943-
and Jakob Edelstein's s ignature. The 
seria l number appears at the top left 
hand s ide and a seria l letter al the 
bottom right. The s tar of David and 
denomination arc again repeated on 
the left ha nd bottom corner. 

The seven notes have but small 
differe nces between them: each note 
is s lightly larger than the previous 
one, the 1 Krone being 2" x 2" and the 
100 Kronen 2-13/16" x 5-1-l 16". 

The currency policy of the azis 
proved a complete failure: primarily, 
the distribution , which differentiat
ed between men and women taking 
in to cons ideration the ir earnings and 
indi vi dual needs, allowed for pay
men t of on ly a small part of the bene
fi ciary's wages in actual cash. Each 
m e mbe r of th e co mmunity \Vas 
forced to ··save" part of his wages. In 
order to promote the actua l circula-



lion of money a nd the stabi lity of the 
bank, the azis set up sma ll shops 
selling, at inflated prices, goods orig
inally confiscated from the jews. Lu
dicrous situations arose when some 
of the inhabitants of the Ghetto saw 
their own possessions in shop win
dows marked a t prices that they 
could not possibly afford! It is not 
surprising that under the c ircum
stances the jewish community did 
not lake this monetary system seri
ously. 

The resu lt of this fai lure led the 
azis to take sterner measures in an 

allempt to force the movement of 
money. Every Jew was ordered to 
pay a 50 Kronen monthl y lax for free 
Ume! Taxation was also imposed on 
parcels and by October 1st. 1943 the 
bank had to decrease its distribution 
of notes. All this, however. was to no 
avail and the azis were never able 
to control the utilization of the cur
rency and their scheme was an uller 
fiasco. 

Theresienstadt notes are normally 
cata logued as concentration ca mp 
money but Theres ie ns tadt was a 
ghello and not a conce ntra tion camp. 
Th is class ifi cation is due to the fact 
that the s mall known quantity of 
ghello paper currency does not justi 
fy a separate grouping for this topic. 

From a collectors point of view, it 
is importa nt to note that many of 
these notes are found in a absolutely 
uncircu la ted condition. There have 
been constant rumours in the past, 
(somew hat supported by the differ
ent quality of paper and the unsatis
factory serial numbering) "that the 
original plates have been found and 
large quantities have been reprint
ed." 

Although designed by the Jewish 
co mmunity itself one cannot help 
but wonder whether the sixth com
mandment "Thou sha lt not kill" was 
intentionally left out of the frame 
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with in whi ch Moses is ho lding the 
table ts. ll is a ltogether ironica l and 
one feels rather dry humored for the 
German S.S. to issue notes with the 
three symbols of Judaism wh ich 
must have had so much meaning a t 
Lhe lime. the Star of David. the Ten 
Commandments held by Moses and 
Lhe signature of the elder of the Jew
ish community. It may be of Little 
consola tio n that th e only practica l 
and final use these "monies"did find 
was as coupons and counters for 
card games. 

When Theresienstadt was liberat
ed by the Russians early in 1945 just 
over 17,000 Jews were still there. 
Almost 87,0000 had been deported 
for liquidation, about 33,000 had 
died in the ghello. 2,000 are sti ll 
unaccounted for and presumed to be 
dead. 

ln conclusion, no feelings can be 
better expressed than in Mr. ). H. 
Fisher's words: 

"11 is hoped that numisma tists 
of the future wi II never have the 
opportuni ty to collect notes of 
the ir genera tion with such a back
ground as th e Theresiensladt 
notes; it is humbly hoped that the 
last notes with such a story and 
history of Theresienstadl hove 
been issued , never to be issued 
again. This is my hope and il is 
my optimis tic prayer thai my 
hope is heard by all peoples of the 
world." 

As publishPd in SI/Ti\ROT. Vol. I. No. 2, Oct. 
1976. Republished with permission of the Au· 
thor. 

See THE SHEKEL 
Sept.-Oct. 1982 

for additional 
Holocaust Numismatics 



THE PAPER MONEY USED IN THE 
THERESIENSTADT GHETTO: 

THE INSIDE STORY. 
by DR. ALAN YORK 

As is well-known, Theresienstadt 
(Terezin) in the Protectorate of Bohe
mia and Moravia which was part of 
occupied Czechos lovakia, was de
signed by the Nazis as a " model" 
ghetto. There the world cou ld ob
serve the " humane" incarceration of 
the Jews. (For an excellent historical 
background, sec the fine article by 
Evzen Sknouril, Theresiens tadt 's 
Bleak Story in The Shekel, Septem
ber-October 1982.) This essay wi ll 
concentrate on the bank.notes them
selves so as to rill in some of the 
numismatic background to Sknour
il 's excellent report. 

In September of 1942, inma tes of 
Theresienstadt were informed that 
as of 1 January 1943 a mandatory 
form of paper currency would be is
sued there, denominated in uni ts 
known as "gcllo krone n" (ghetto 
crowns.) The crown was the historic 
unit of Czechos lovakian c urrency. 
Peter Kien, an artist and playvvright 
imprisoned th ere was ordered to de
s ign these notes (See the Sheke l, 
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September-October 1982.) The scrip 
notes were to portray Moses holding 
th e Tablets of the Law. Kien submit
ted digni fied d es igns which ap
peared to sa tisfy the needs of the 
Camp Commandant. However, he 
look the precaution of submi tting 
Lhem to his superior, the Reichspro
tektor of Bohemia a nd Moravia, the 
infamous Re inhard Heydrich, who 
rejected them out of hand. 

The portrait of Moses. be main
tained. was too Aryan in appearance. 
Moses drawn as in a painting known 
to Czech Jews, had to have a more 
"Jew is h " a ppea rance: A lo ng, 
hooked nose and curly hair was or
dered. Ln a pique of sardonic humor. 
Heydrich further decreed that the 
hand of Moses was to cover u p U1at 
commandment of the Decal ogue, 
"Thou sha lt not ki ll!" ln add ition, 
Lhe words "gello kronen" were not to 
be used. " Theresiens tadt kronen" 
sounded much better, he reasoned. 

A new set of designs incorporating 
1-leydrich's orders were resubm itted 



and approved. The print order went 
out to the rational Bank in Prague 
which directed the SLate Printing 
Works to proceed with all deliberate 
speed to produce the world's first 
paper money, ordered by a govern
mental authority, to be used by Jews 
exclusively. The contract was given 
to Bedrich Potasek, the graphic de
signer, and then to Jindra Schmidt, 
the distinguished Czechoslovak en
graver of many banknotes, postage 
stamps, a nd fiscal pa per. ln his refer
ence coll ection , this writer has a 
complete set of th e Theresienstadt 
notes, each personally autographed 
by Polasek and Schmidt. 

When the "notes" arrived at Ther
esienstadt in May of 1943 (five 
months behind schedule). the prob
lem of what to do with them arose. A 
real circu lating currency within the 
confines of the ghetlo was never in
tended. The intended function of the 
getto kronen was cosmetic. a cover
up a id with which to impress visit
ing delegations from the Interna
tional Red Cross Commission and 
foreign press corres pondents. A cir
culating cu rrency, vita l to a s table 
society, wou ld demonstrate to the 
outside world how well the Jews 

were being treated by their "civi
lized" ca ptors. 

The firs t distribution of these 
notes is believed to have taken place 
on 12 May 1943. On that date, all 
cash money s till in the hands of the 
Jews was excha nged for these "quit
tungen" (receipts) on the basis of one 
Reichsmark for 10 Theresienstadt 
kron en. Va luable and useful items 
were taken from a ll prisoners and , 
a long with inferior goods, were 
placed on "sa le" in special shops at 
in fl a ted rates of 10 to 100 limes their 
original value. 

Salaries and 
Pensions Paid to Inmates 

Theoretically, it was possible to 
buy back co nfi scated goods w ith 
these " receipts" but few could afford 
to do so. On 5 November 1943, the 
Nazi authorities promulgated a se
ries of salaries and pensions paid to 
inmates to give this ·'money" som e 
slight semblance of offici al circula
ti on. According to a communication 
received recently from the (non-Jew
ish! ) Director of the Jewish Museum 
in Prague, e lderly Jews and those 
unable to work received greatly re
duced salaries. 

HOW THE NAZIS STRIPPED THE ELDERLY JEWS 

Nazi archives at the Ministry of 
Finance and at the Reichsbank 
have yie lded su bstan tia l d a ta 
which is open to the public and so 
comprehensive that many he irs of 
those eligible for Wiedergutma
chung (Reparations) discovered 
holdings of which they bad not 
been aware, such as utility shares 
or treasury bonds purchased long 
before Hitl er cam e to power. 

In some instances, the files of 
internment centers, notably the 
one at Theresienstadt, turned up 
meticulously detailed inventories 
of property taken from inmates. 
Here, for example, is a partial list, 
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with values, of the worldly goods 
of Frau Ansbacher, a widow who 
left for Theresien stadt on Septem
ber 23, 1942: 

Chest of drawers 
Kitchen table 
Washstand 
Bench 
2 easy chai rs 
Bedsteads 
Brushwood kindling 
Sofa 
Desk 
Bamboo chairs 
Stove and pols 
Coverlet 

Reichsmark 10 
5 

3.50 
5 
6 

15 
7.5 

5 
20 
10 
-l.J 

5 

- A Backward Look, 
by Daniel Lang 



SWINDLING THE JEWS INTO A MODEL "GHEITO" 

Before their deportation to the 
ghetto in Czechoslovakia, a ll in
mates had to fill out forms (Hei
meinkoufsvertrage, " Home Pur
c hase Contrac ts" ) conta ining 
more than two hundred qu eries 
des igned to elici t a disclosure of 
one's to tal pro perty . Ap prised 
though they were that com pletion 
of the forms would mean automat
ic confiscation of that pro perty , 
those bound for Theres iens tadt 
ans wered the queries unh esitat
ingly. the reason being that the 

The monthly salary and pension 
sched ule of Theresiensladl was pub
lished : 
Working men. according to their jobs 

105-205 Th. kr. 
WorJ..ing women. according to their jobs 

95-205 Th. kr. 
Part-time workers 80Th. kr. 
Caretakers (make-work jobs) 70 Th. kr. 
War-wounded and ho lders of the Iron Cross. 

Firs t Class degree or higher 105 Th. kr. 
"'Prominente·· (docto rs. p rofessors. scientis ts, 

well -lnown cultu ral artis ts 
and politicians) 145 Th. kr . 

.1. ' u.::- v 1 :>-44/ rk 

BAl'IK PER J CJJlSCH EH 
~ELBSTVERWALTUNG 
S o h li t e r J enny 

.l.ll/ 43-6 

Wir buchen in Ih:- · lluhnuo rs t r&sse 19 

fUr ttberwe:l!l ung b unk de r Letn s cllen 
Arbei t A. G. ,llieil o~r ic.sa ung l'runltturt 
a .w ... ut trcf1P Allbaulenz ,& us telle 
O. T. , O.H .L. Houen RW ~Lo .52 

Guse~lage dieoes Schreibe na kann 
di& .. 1:,'\\,.:: agu.ng des Ihnen gutge schrie 
benen Bc~rsges in die Sparknrte so
f CI.rt crJ"()l gen. 
:; "iltft- ...._ .u:.. .;..... _...___: 

camp was played up throughout 
Germany as a mode l ··o ld people 's 
ghetto" (A itersghetto) to which 
only the truly fortun ate among de
portees could aspire; in exchange 
for their property, so the regime's 
promises went, a pplican ts could 
look forward to spen ding their 
su nset years in safety and seren
ity. (Theres iens tad t was a way sta
tion to Auschwitz, nearby.) 

- A Backward Look. 
by Dan iel Lang 

A complex banking system em
ploying about 75 bookkeepers and 
cl erks was established by the lazis 
to keep track of the circula tion (or 
lack of it.) This ban k was known as 
the Bank der j iid ischen SelbsLver
IVO lt ung (The Bank of jewis h Self
Ad minis tra tion .) Des ider Friedman , 
a prominent Aus trian Zionist leader 
was appo inted Manager of the Bank. 
Rela tives on the outs ide were en
couraged to send funds in legitimate 

~sienatadt, den l d . l O. l944 

TRANSFER FORM OF THE BANK OF j£\VIS II SELF-ADMINfSTRATION 
Reichmorks 212.52 were transferred to the account of jenny Schafe r from a bani. in 

Frankfurt and credited to the amount of 2.125.20 TheresJenslodt kronen. It is from this 
documeut tha t we /corned for the f irs t t ime of the 10 to I (10:1} valuation formula of 
Theresienstod t kronen to official German Reichsmarks . 
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currency to the accounts in the Bank 
of the inmates. There, they were con
verted to Theresienstadt crown re
ceipts at the s tandardi zed rate of 
1RM to 10Th. kr. Of course, nothing 
could be bought with them so that 
the funds exchanged for the " re
ceipts'' was yet another Nazi swin
dle, one of many. 

After the Red Cross Commission 
left Theresiens tadl, the Nazis made a 
film (sti ll in exis tence) showing how 
well the Jews were being treated. 
One scen e shows long lines of elder
ly Jews with Theresiens tadl crown s 
and savings Pass Books in hand, in 
front of the Bank wailing to depos it 
their ·'savings ." 

The swind les and taxes were 
many. In order to receive a needed 
package of food or clothing from the 
outside, the inmates paid a mini
mum of 50 Th. kr. depending upon 
its size. Th is payment was in addi
tion to the 1000 Protectorate kronen 
paid by the sender to the Nazis at 
Gestapo headquarters (a frightening 
experience in itself) for the Special 
Theres ie n s tadt Parce l Pos t Tax 
stamp. This had to be affixed to all 
packages destined for the Theresien
stadt inmates. Payment of these fees , 
even then, did not guarantee safe 
arrival of the packages, since many 
were confisca te d (stolen) by the 
guards. 

In order to keep up the semblance 
of a circulating currency, the azis 
in August of 1943 devised a " free-

Special Theresienstadt Parcel Post Tax Stamp 
affixed to all food and clothing packages des
tined to inmates of the ghetto. lL could only be 
purchased at local Gestapo HQ. 
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time tax" with its accompanying bu
reaucracy of a Free-Time Adminis
tration (Freizeil Gestaltung.) Al l 
inmates had to pay a lax of 50 Th . kr. 
monthly for the pri vilege of relaxing. 
If a Jew wanted to relax in a coffee 
house, he had to pay 5 Th. Kr. for 
admission and for the privilege of 
then buy ing a cup of " ersatz" tea or 
coffee for 2 Th. kr. 

The inmates, many of whom were 
talented p laywrights, composers and 
entertai ners often put on plays, con
certs, operas and other entertain
ments to maintain their ski lls and for 
their own amusement. Admiss ion 
fees of 10Th. kr. were decreed by the 
Free-Time Administration for the 
privilege of a prisoner watching a 
performance by other prisoners. Il
lustrated here for the first lime any
where in numismatic litera ture are 
two admission ti ckets issued by this 

Ac/crcncc collccllon of Dr A/on York 

~--~--~~-----. SIT ZJ'LA'T z. 
Fr o la o ll t o ol o llo 

t . -K us s 
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T1vo "Free-Time Administration Tax Tickets " 
for admission to performances of THE KISS 
and THE BARTERED BRIDE. Note the number 
of Free-Time Adminis tration on lhe ticket to 
THE KISS. 
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Personally autographed 10 and 20Th. Kr. notes (ab01•e the star of David) by Jindra Schmidt. 
engraver of these ··receipts." 

Reverse of the 100 kronen note. personally autographed by Bedrich Polasek, graphics 
designer (following the concept layout of Peter Kien) fo r the note. 
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\\'ark Pass for 75-yeor-old jenny Schafer. The fi lled-in pass was used fo determine the solar)' 
in Th. ~ronen. 

" Free-Time" burea uc racy. These 
were to the product ions of The Kiss 
and Smetana's national opera The 
Bartered Bride a t the th ea tre on 
Hau plslrasse. 

Accordi ng to the rul es of the ghet
to, it should have been possible to 
purchase food and sundries at the 
ghcllo stores. But again this was only 
cosmetic. All food in the ghello was 
strictly rationed and in very short 
supply because of war-lime short
ages. There were exceptions how
ever: Mustard and horseradish were 
always available! Any form of mer
cantile trade with the "receipts" was 
impossible because nothing could be 
bought w ith them . They did fulfi ll a 
function however; they were used by 
card players as 'chips' in their card 
ga mes! 

According to Julius Sem's superb 
officia l state catalogue of Czechoslo
vak paper mon ey (Papirovc Penize 

a Uzemf Ceskoslovenska 1762-
1975. Second Edtion, only 251-350 
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sets of the Theres ienstadt notes 
were avai lable to collectors after the 
war's end. The Czechoslovak State 
Bank as a service to collectors for 
some years sold sets, at reasonable 
prices, of the wartime notes of the 
Protectorate, Slovakia , and There
sienstodl perforated (sometimes un
perfora te d) imprinte d wi th th e 
world "speci men" or its equi va lent 
in the Czech language. What little 
that was on hand in November of 
1952 was destroyed by burning. 

How Many Notes Are 
Available to Collectors? 

So , why if only a tiny amount was 
sold by the Bonk to coll ectors are 
they so plentifu l today? One possible 
answer lies in a 1973 Ha ns Schu l
man (New York) auction catalogue, 
long before today's heightened inte r
es t in concentration camp notes. Ex
cerpts from that catalogue offers one 
answer: 
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"World War U Concentration Camp 
Theresiensladl Noles" 

··our collector friend succeeded after the 
War to buy up a quantity of Jewish Concentra
tion Camp Money found in the camp. He did 
not buy the unused sets ... . He bought what 
was " in cosh" only. All USED (author's em
phasis) poper money ... 15,198 notes. He 
obtained thus the total of 941 complete sets 
and a Jorge balance of miscellaneous quanti
ties. A set has thus 7 pieces. Originally a set 
cost $10.00 .... He has only 9-ll complete sets 
because in the 100 kronen there ore only 941 
to be obtoined ... 

ln addition to the 941 sets sold in 
eight lots at this auction there were 
15 additional lots to talling some 
9000 additional notes of all denomi-

nations w ith the exception of the 100 
Th. kr. o t known as yet is the quan
tity of new notes he left behind . So, 
when a collector hears that there is a 
factory in Brooklyn or elsewhere 
turning out fakes o£ the Theres ien
stadt notes, he should realize that a 
good ly part of the avail able notes 
today origi nated in part \·vith this 
hoard . 

If any readers can s hed light on 
any co ncentra tion camp or displaced 
persons ca mp paper money. I wou ld 
be grateful to hear from th em. 
Dr. Alan York 
Number One Main Street 
Eas t Hampton, New York 11937 

Certificates of the Teresin Ghetto 
In accordance with the orders of 

Reichprotektor Reinhard Heydrich 
of Jan. 1, 1942, Teresin was set apart 
as a ghetto, an ins titution for con
finemen t of an international group. 
There the Germans concentrated 
prominent European leaders, schol
ars and artists. Ultimately it held 
139 ,65 4 p eople : Fro m Germany 
42 ,832 ; th e Sudetenla nd , 73,608; 
Austria, 15,254; Holland , 4,897; Slo
vakia, 1,447. By the war's end, only 
17 ,320 persons s urvived ; 33,419 
died in Teresin: the others had been 
taken away to death elsewh ere. 

Money was made availab le with 
the noted technica l data and denom
inations: 

Banknote artwork was prepared pri-

Va lue Size 
1 K 100x50mm 
2 K 110x55mm 
SK 120x58mm 

10 K 125x63mm 
20 K 135x66mm 
50 K 140x70mm 

100 K 150x75mm 

or to 1943 under the direction of the 
National Bank in Prague. A portrait of 
Moses from the library was prepared 
by Jindra Schmidt who was obliged to 
alter bis art to depict an ugly appear
ance. The drawing featured lbe signa
ture of Jacob Edelstein, "The Cbief El
der of the Jews in Theresienstadt. " 

The 1, 2 , 5 and 10 K notes are 
numbered with le tte r A and 3-digits. 
All others have six-digit serialized 
numbering. Papers are watermarked; 
the s maller denomination notes are 
on paper less heavy than Lhe others. 

After lhe Liberation. only some of 
the certif icates survived. A large por
tion was destroyed in Nove mber 
1952 by order of the State Banlc A 
supply was salvaged for co llectors. 

Color Quantity printed 
Green 2.242,000 
Rose 1.019,000 
Blue 530,000 
Brown 456,000 
Green 319.000 
Dk. green 159.000 
Red-brown 279,000 

(Translated fro m ''Papirove Penfze a Uzemi Ceskoslovenska 1762-1975. Second Edition, 
1975. Hrodec Kr61ove. " by Julius Sem. pp. 134-135. 
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LODZ'S GHETTO MONEY 

by William Rosenblum 

Concentration camp mo ney of 
Lodz, Poland elicits intense interest 
among collectors. 

Jews were not allowed to possess 
money and were forced to exchange 
their Polish and German money for 
Quittung (receipts). This was money 
to be used only in the ghetto. The 
notes printed on March 15, 1940 
(and all dated 15 May 1940) were 
issued in denominati ons of 50 pfen
ning, 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 50 mark. 

The descri ption of the notes is as 
follows: Obverse - Upper left, Star 
of David in circle; upper right, QUIT
TUNG UBER (receipt for); and in tJ1e 
center, the d enomination . In th e 
lower le ft , LITZMA NNST ADT 15 
MAY 1940; lower right, DER AL
TESTE DER J UDEN IN LITZNlAN -
STADT, and Rumkowski's (the El
dest) s ignature. The r ight margin has 
the denomination in figures, and a 
serial number. 

The reverse has various designs 
but will contai n the denomination, a 
Menorah, occasiona ll y the Star of 
David, and a warning that a ll forgers 
will be prosecuted . 

These notes were the "regular is
sue" notes, but we wi II soon see that 
smal ler denominations were needed , 
and later crud e notes and coins of 
magn esium and a luminum were is
sued. Many of the notes come in 
various different shades and at least 
the 10 and and 20-mark notes were 
printed on both p lain and water
marked paper. Pick-Siemsen lists, 
these two varieties (the watermarked 
being the scarcer), but it does not lis t 
the two seria l number colors that 
exist on d1e 5-mark. The two colors 
are orange and red , with the orange 
being the scarcer. 
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The 50-pfennig, 1 and 20-mark are 
the most common denominations. 
the 5 and 10-mark notes are scarce, 
while the 2 and 50-mark notes are 
rare. The three common denomina
tions are very common in Unc. The 5 
and 10-mark notes can usually be 
found in EF or better. whi le the two 
rare denominations are coll ected in 
all grades. 

Litzmannstadt Coins 

The inhabitants of Lodz ghetto 
faced a lack of small denomination 
money. Both co ins and notes were 
issued. ln his book on Polish coins, 
Terlecki lists eight coins, while the 
Standard Catalog of World Coins 
lists five under Lodz ghello. 

We have used both Lodz and Litz
mannstadt to describe the ghcllo. 
The Polis h name was Lodz, but on 
April 11 , 1940, Adolf Hi ti er, by spe
cial decree, changed the name in 
memory of Genera l Litzmann w ho 
was killed nearby in World War I. 

The firs t coin issued was a 10-
pfennig a lumjnum-magnesium piece 
da ted 1942. [tis 21mm and is listed 
as Ter-250 and KM-1. The coins de
picted , among other things, two oa.k 
leaves, and it was because of this 
that the azis thought the coin bore 
too close a resemblance to German 
coinage and tJ1e piece was witJI
drawn. 

Another 10-pfennig was issued la
ter that year wi th a more acceptable 
design (Ter-250, KM-5). but two fac
tors caused by the war in 1943 made 
this a very short-li ved issue. There 
was severe inflati on wh ich made the 
demand for 10-pfennig coins much 
less than the previous year, and be-

Continued on page 44 



THE ENIGMATIC "M W H" SCRIP 
NOTES 

OF THE HOLYSOV CONCENTRATION CAMP IN 
THE OCCUPIED SUDETENLAND 

BY DR. ALAN YORK 

.... ~a-N ... -~==--)teG~- AU Rights Reserved ~,.:~~-=--""'"~~;Jil~iltllr" 

It is now nearly two years since 
the distingu ished Danish cata loguer, 
Carl Siemsen, co-author with Albert 
Pick of Das Lagergeld der Konzen
lralsionlager und D.P. Lager 1933-
1945 in a pe rsonal communication 
first called to my attention some sets 
of sixteen " pramiensch ein" scrip 
coupons. T hese had the le tters "M W 
H" and va lues of 1 Rpf to 2 RM 
printed o n them. T hey had recently 
been fo und in Czechoslovakia. 

About three months later, a s ingle 
chit of 5 RM a lso surfaced. Superfi
cia ll y, they resem ble admiss ion 
ticke ts to a movie theatre, both in 
size and in feel. A ll of these vouch
ers are of the same s ize, about 54 by 
30mm varying slightly in size by ± 
1.5mm. All are perfora ted on all four 
s ides, printed uniface in black ink, 
with the nominal value and the " M 
W H " logo. Be neath is a light gray 
underprinted security background 
with an add iti onal e ight "M W H " 
logos. The card s tock paper varies in 
color. 
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The co lor description following is 
only approx imate. 

1 Rpf- Gray 
2 Rpf - Light Blue 
3 Rpf - Light Grey 

Green 
4 Rpf - Buff 
5 Rpf - Red - Orange 

6 Rpf - Gray 
7 Rpf- Tannish 
8 Rpf - Gray Green 

9 Rpf - Dark Pink 
10 Rpf - Yellow 

15 Rpf - Light Pink 
20 Rpf- Light Gray 
40 Rpf - Yellowish 

Cr eam 
50 Rpf- Salmon 
1 RM- Tan 
2 RM - Gray Blue 
5 RM - Buff 

What follows here is based loosely 
upon a photocopy of an article from 
the Czechos lovak journal No taf ilie. 
Regrettably. the only copy available 
did not include the author 's name or 
the date of issue. (lf and when that 
information becomes known , it will 
be given ful l credit in th.i s publica
tion.) 

S iemsen has identified the "M W 
H" logo on these chits from a con
tem porary le tterhead in his posses
sion; it belongs to the Nazi German 
industria l firm "Mela llwerke Hoi-
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FIRST REPRODUCTION OF A COMPLETE 
SET OF HOL YSOV CONCENTRATION 

CAMP NOTES ANYWHERE IN THE 
NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 

(from the Reference Collection of Dr. Alan York) 
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leischen. G.m.b.H.," a slave labor 
ammunHion work camp in the occu
pied Czechoslovak Sudeten land ter
ritory. 

Holle iscben was the German ized 
name of the sma ll Czechos lovak vi l
lage of Holysov about 20 k.m soulh
west of Plzen (Pilsen) in Lhe cou nty 
of Domazlice. This factory complex 
was establis hed as a sub-camp of the 
infamous Flossenbiirg concenlra lion 
camp. The S.S . provided the guards 
for the ammun ition factory which 
was buil t by the Berlin-based ""Bau
gruppe Sch lemp," which specia l
ized in " lager" (camp) construction. 

It was constructed about 2 km 
north of the town , deep in the Horina 
forest Lhere. As war demands for its 
ammunjtion increased to meet the 
Allied bombings of the major Ger
ma n armament factories, the enlarge
ment of the Holysov factories was 

ordered by the War Ministry. This 
effort was given the secret code 
name Projekt II. The Hol)rsov manu
facturing comp lex (s lave labor camp) 
was divided into five sectioned ar
eas. cordoned off by work teams. 

Seclion 1. For crvil10n mole laborers. 
This camp was mode up of Czechs 
75%. with the lx rlrrncc from Hungary, 
France. Holland and Greece. A total of 
2200 men passed through this section 

1. CAMP FOR CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE (MEN) 
2. PRISON CAMP FOR CZECH WOMEN 
3. P.O.W. CAMP FOR FRENCH SOLDIERS 
4. P.O.W. CAMP FOR ITALIAN SOLDIERS 
5. CONCENTRATION CAMP FOR JEWISH WOMEN 
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Section 2. For Czech women. It wos 
built in April 1941. north of the 1•illoge. 
It housed on overage population of 720 
women. 

Section 3. For French prisoners-of-War 
soldiers captured during the 1940 blitz
krieg into France. Started in fuly 19-JO 
to the east of the village. ol any given 
Lime it contained on overage populo
lion of 360. These POWs were forced to 
make ammunition in violation of the 
Geneva convention governing trea t
ment of prisoners-of-war. 

Section 4. For Ita lian Prisoners-of-War. 
\Vith the collapse of the fascist govern
ment in ltal v. Italian soldiers who 
fought ogoins"t the Germans were cop
lured and imprisoned . About 1000 
were sen t to Holirsov to o ne1v section 
established in f~ly 19-JJ. northea st of 
the 1•illoge. They too were fo rced to 
make ammunition. 

Section 5. For fewis h women over 1-l 
years of age. Established late in the 
war. (fune 1944). it was a maximum 
securil}' sub-camp of Flossenburg. The 
buildings of fo rmer ogricullurol farms 
shel tered an overage population of 
about 2000. 

In the short time from lhe creation 
of lhe Jewish section until liberation 
on 28 April1945. about 5000 Jewish 
women and 120 Jewish men passed 
lhrough the Holysov labor camp. 

They were from Slovakia, Hunga
ry, France, Poland , Romania and the 
Ukraine. Vicious S.S. women guards 
trained allhe Ravensbruck and Flos
senbiirg concentration camps drove 
the women to greater production of 
ammunition by verbal abuse, kick
ing, beating, reduced rations. and the 
threats of savage dogs. Allied bomb
ings on 26 April 1945 destroyed a 
large part of the Holysov complex, 
setting conditions for a successful 
revolt of the prisoners in the camp 
two days later. 

Those guards who were not killed 
in the bombings, fl ed lo prevent cap
Lure by the approaching Allied ar
mies. Many prisoners escaped and 
those too weak to fl ee waited until 
the day of Liberation. 
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The scrip notes of Hol ysov, as 
were most concentration camp scrip 
notes issued mainly where slave la
borers were employed , pe rmitt ed 
wage schedul es, rewards, etc. Those 
"M W H" notes seen lo dale appear 
to be unused remainders. They were 
printed in sheets of an unknown 
quantity of notes. Their relative rar
ity is bard to assess at this time. The 
5 RM value seems to be the scarcest. 
Fewer of these notes have been of
fered in the past months. 

Collectors should remember that 
at one time the notes of the Wester
bark transit camp were considered 
scarce; today they are common. 

The " M W H" scrip story bas not 
been told until now in our press. 

1 wish lo express my thanks to 
Henry Wasielewski for his encour
agement and art work and for trans
lation services for this article. 

Further information will be wel
come. Dr. Alan York, Number One 
Main Street, East Hampton. New 
York. 
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50-pfennig note f rom the Oronienburg-Sochsenhausen Concentration Camp (only fron t of note is 
shown). Token f rom The Beauty and Lore of Coins. and Medals by Elvira and Vladimir Clain
Ste/onelli. Copyright 1974 by Hivem•ood Publishers Ltd .. New York , Heprin ted with permission.) 

SYMBOL OF SURVIVAL 

Concentration Camp Money 
of the Nazi Holocaust 

by Sleven Feller, ANA 96212 

ln lhe April 1981 issue of The Nu
mismotisl,1 lhe article Ghetto Money 
of the Nazi Holocaust, written by 
this author, presented an introduc
tion to the monies issued for use in 
the ghellos of Europe during the Sec
ond World War. It is the purpose of 
this paper lo present severa l types of 
currency issued by some of lhe con
centration camps in Nazi Europe. 
The camps that will be discussed 
include Oranienburg-Sachsenhau
sen , Buchenwald , Dachau. and 
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Nordhausen in Germay, Westerbork 
in Holland , and Auschwitz in Po
land. This is meant to be representa
tive and is by no means complete. 
Many other camps issued currency, 
including Amersfoort and Vught in 
Holland , Bozen in Italy. Lichten
burg, Flossenburg, Gross-Rosen, Ha
sc lhorst-Nord, Herzogenbusch , 
Neugengamme, and Ravensbruck in 
Germany, Mauthausen in Austria, 
Stutthof in Po land (then West Prus
s ia). and Grine in Norway.2 



SACHSENHAUSEN 

Oranienburg-Sacbsenhausen was 
established as a camp for political 
prisoners. Located near Berlin, this 
camp deve loped into one of the larg
est concentration camps of the Sec
ond World War. It has been estimat
ed that of the 200,000 people in
terned here 100,000 died .:~ 

This camp was the first to issue a 
camp currency for use by inmates. 
Before the issuance of a currency 
prisoners were allowed to possess 
German banknotes, and purchases 
were allowed from the nearby town. 
However, the camp administration 
soon thought of the idea of establish
ing a camp canteen with an exclu
sive currency for use there. All other 
money in the possession of the pris
oners had to be exchanged for the 
camp money (less 30 percent for "ex
penses"J-4 

The obverse of the 50-pfennig note 
shows the striking symbolism de
picted on the note by the SS guards 
in front of barbed wire. The reverse 
of the note (not shown) describes the 
money in words. Other denomina
tions of 5 pfennig, 10 pfennig and 1 
mark were a lso issued in this design , 
among the most graphic of any is
sued by the various concentration 
camps. A later. more plain issue of 
notes was also printed but is seldom 
seen today. 

A most interesting issue of notes 
from this camp are the famous "Op
eration Bern hard" counterfeits of 
English currency. Bern hard Kruger 
(an SS major) gathered together the 
most skilled engravers, artists , print
ers and related craftsmen to be found 
in the concentration camps and or
ganized the worl d's greatest counter
feiting scheme of all time. During the 
period between December 1942 and 
February 1945 essentia lly pe rfect 
English currency was produced. Ar
lie Sl_abaugh estimates that between 
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A counterfeit 50-pound Englis h note 
from ··operation Bernhard."' 

100.000,000 and 1,400,000,000 Eng
lish pounds were printed , with 
300,000,000 a reasonable estimate.5 

The Czechoslovak Ministry of the In
terior quotes the more authoritative 
sou nding total of 134,609,945 Eng
lish pounds printed .6 The 50-pound 
"Operation Bernhard" counterfeit is 
quite good, being extremely similar 
to the genuine note. Plans were even 
underway to have American curren
cy counterfeited but large-scale pro
duction runs never took p lace, al
though Slabaugh notes that p lates 
were prepared for the $100 note.7 

BUCHENWALD 

Opened in July 19, 1937, near Wei
mar, Germany, Buchenwald was 
considered the worst of the pre-war 
camps. Originally planned for the 
incarceration of professiona l crimi
nals, its population soon included 
political prisoners, particularly 
Jews. Following Kristallnach (Crys
tal Night) in 1938, 10,000 Jews were 
sent to this camp. Of the 238,380 
who were officially entered on the 
rolls, 56,549 died. An armed under
ground took over the camp near the 
end of the war and banded the camp 
over to the American army on April 
11, 1945.8 

Numismatica ll y speaking, Bu
chen wald issued a variety of notes in 
0.5-, 1-, 2- and 3-mark denomina-
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RM.-.50 3115 a!· ... 
A 0.5 mark premium note from the Buchenwald Concentration Camp (Rottleberode Subcompj. 
This note was overprinted Aussenkommando for outside work. 

tions. The notes generally can be di
vided into two groups: regular can
teen and Aussenkommando canteen 
notes. Translated into English Aus
senkommando means outside com
mand or unit and refers to the use of 
the note as a premium for field work. 

The use of premium notes was 
specifically authorized under the 
"Service Regu lations For the Grant
ing of Favors to Inmates" issued by 
the SS on May 15, 1943.9 These regu
lations listed industriousness, care
fulness, good behavior, and "special 
work" achievement as reasons for 
the granting of favors. These favors 
were to be: 1) Lighter imprisonment 
for German prisoners. This included 
letter privileges and the ability to 
keep one's hair; 2) supplementary 
food; and 3) money premiums. Each 
prisoner was allowed up to 10 marks 
per week to be used for the purchase 
of cigarettes at the camp canteen, 
other canteen purchases, brothel vis
its, or credit to a savings account. 
The regulations went on to specify 

41 

that a visit to a brothel would cost 2 
marks for which 1.5 marks would be 
kept by the SS and 0.5 marks would 
be used for "expenses." 

A 0.5-mark note for outside work 
(Aussenkommando) was issued for 
use at the subcamp RottJeberode 
(hence the overprint S.S. Ko. Rottle
berode on the note). The note is very 
crude, being roughly printed on one
side only on coarse paper. Of the 
concentration camp issues the notes 
from Buchenwald are among the 
mos t common. 

DACHAU 

Dachau, the first SS organized 
camp, was established on March 10, 
1933, less than two months after Hit
ler had taken power. The main camp 
was located in the suburb of MUnich. 
but by the end of the war some 150 
subcamps of Dachau had spread over 
southern Germany and Austria. The 
first experiements on human beings 
were performed on the concentra-



Konzentra tionslager Dachau . 
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i\ !-mark nole from the Dochou Concentro
lion Camp. (Token f rom Das Lagergeld der 
Konzentrations-und D.P.-Lagcr 1933-19-1 5 by 
A lber! Pick and Carl Siemsen. Copyrighr 1976 
by Boflenberg Verlag. Munchen. Reprin led 
wilh permission.) 

tion camp inmates at Dachau. Of the 
40.000 people who di ed there, it has 
been esti mated that 80 to 90 percent 
were Jewish. 10 

Premium notes were issued as in 
Buchenwald but the Dacbau notes 
were of a dis tinctly different design . 
The notes from this camp are among 
the rarest of all the concentration 
camp notes. 

NORDHAUSEN 

Located in centra l Germany, Nord
hausen was north of the Buchenwald 
camp. At the work subcamp Mittel
bau nine different denominations of 
notes were issued spanning a range 
from 0.01 marks to 10 marks. The 
printing on the reverse of Lhe note 
refers to the use of the note at the 
canteen and also gives a stern warn
ing against counterfeiting. (See next 
page for illustration.) 

WESTERBORK 

The main transit camp used for 
transporting the Jews of Holland to 
the concentration camps further 
east, Westerbork was located in the 
northeast part of Holland near the 
German border in a very remote part 
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A 100-cenl nole from the Tronsil Camp 
ol Weslerbork. Hofland. 1944. 

of the country. Originally the camp 
was set up by the Dutch Government 
in 1939 as a refuge to house Jews 
escaping from Nazi Germany. Three 
years later, after the German occupa
tion of Holland had taken place, the 
SS took over the camp. More than 
100,000 Dutch Jews (including the 
teenager Anne Frank), are estimated 
to have passed through Westerbork. 
As in the ghettos , Jews were placed 
in charge of the internal operation of 
the camp. A Jewish police force was 
established to maintain order; a the
ater, an orchestra and even a hospital 
with 1725 beds and 20 surgeons 
were set up. 11 

Notes were issued in denomina
tions of 10, 25, 50 and 100 cents and 
are dated February 15, 1944. All of 
the notes share the same distinctive 
des ign. The front of the note has a 
vignette showing the camp and the 
notation that the note is a gutshein, a 
coupon or note. The reverse of the 
note also shows a picture of the 
camp but this time the scene is in 
profile. Superimposed on the camp 
is a gear (a work symbol?). Somer 
Jones notes that the chimney that is 
clearly visibl e was symbolically 
meant to be a factory chimney but 
was in rea lity a chimney from a hot
wate r boiler used for washing 
clothes! 12 

The notes from Westerbork are not 
rare and complete sets of four notes 
can be readily obtained from dealers . 



AUSCHWITZ 

Today, Auschwitz is a synonym 
for horror. It was the largest concen
tration and extermination camp set 
up by the Nazis. Auschwitz was lo
cated near the Polish town of Oswie
cim in south western Poland. The 
camp was established by direct order 
of Heinrich Himrnler on April 27, 
1940. It has been estimated that be
tween 1,000,000 and 2,500,000 Jew
ish people were systematica ll y 
killed there, a long with thousands of 
other " undesirables." At Auschwitz 
murder was performed on a mass 
production bas is. The Soviet army 
found 7650 people ali ve when they 
liberated the camp on January 27 , 
1945.13 

A 1-mork no te from the Auschwitz Concentra
tion Camp. (Token from Das Lagergeld der 
Konzenlralions-und D.P.-Lager 1933-1945 by 
Albert Pick and Cor/ Siemsen. Copyright 1976 
by Boltenberg. Miinchen . Reprinted with per
mission.) 

At a death camp it would seem 
that there was very little need for 
money. This seems to be the case, as 
the Auschwitz issues are extremely 
rare today. The note is stamped with 
the seal of the "Kommanntur, K.L. 
Auschwitz Waffen SS" or Com
mander, Concentration Camp 
Auschwi tz, Waffen SS. The money is 
very crude as one would expect 
judging from its origin. 

The numismatist interested in this 
subject has but two book references: 
Arlie Slabaugh 's Prisoner of War 
Monies a nd Medals, published in 
1966 and the more detailed Das La
gergeJd der Konzentrations-und D. 
P.-Lager, 1933-1945 by Albert Pick 
and Carl Siemsen published in 1976 
and printed in Germany. Another ex
cellent source of information is auc
tion cata logs put out by au ction 
houses specia lizi ng in Judak materi
al. 
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A 0.01 -mork note from the Work Camp Mittelbou at Nordhousen Concentration Camp is fa irly 
common. Other denominations ore less common. 
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LODZ Continued from page 34 

cause there was lilli e or no fuel and 
these coins were used to kind le fires. 
Magnesium is a very fl ammab le met
al, even used in fire-works , and 
probably most were destroyed in this 
manner. 

The magnes ium 10-pfennig is 
even scarcer tha n the previous issue. 

There were two 5-mark coins is
sued. One struck in aluminum and 
one s truck in magnesium. 

There are three 10-mark pieces, an 
aluminium and a magnesium, each 
worth about the sa me as the 5-mark, 
and another in aluminium struck 
from a differe nt die. Terlecki lis ts all 
five of these coins while the Stand
ard Catalog conce ntrates on the two 
commoner pieces. 
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Both sources list only an a lu min
ium 20-mark coi n and make no men
lion of a magnes ium piece. We've 
heard unconfirmed reports that at 
least one piece exists. 

One piece that does ex ist an d is 
not lis ted in any reference we know 
of is a 20-mark a luminiu m piece, 
exactly as the last, but with the 'N' in 
the word ' lN' s truck retrograde-that 
is, backwar ds. We know of less tha n 
fi ve pieces extant. 

Will iam Rosenblum is a well-known 
Colorado numismatist a nd dealer 
specializing in Israe l coinage. 

Reprinted f rom 'Juda ic Numismatic 
Newsletter' and f rom 'The Central 
jersey Lamp'-Editor. 



WESTERBORK 
By Arnold L. Shay 

During the German Occupation of 
the Netherlands, 1940-1945 , over 
100,000 Dutch Jews, 75% of the pre
war Jewish population, were deport
ed and liquidated. Same as in other 
countries und er German occupation, 
the Jews were plundered , lost their 
social positions and the right to as
semble. 

Holland (The Netherlands) was 
occupied May 10, 1940. Seiss-In
quart, the infamous Austrian traitor, 
immediate ly ordered the formation 
of a Jewish Council , with the inten-
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tion that this Council would ··help 
the Germans in speeding up the liq
uidation of the Jews." All over Hol
land the Nazis set up Concentration 
Camps. Westerbork was one of the 
largest. 

ln order to accommodate the Jew
ish refugees from Germany, Wester
bark was set up in 1939 by the Dutch 
Government; th e first 22 German ref
ugees arrived October 9, 1939 and by 
May 1940, 750 Jews were~ Wester
bark. The Nazis took over the Camp 
on July 1, 1942. The official name 



was " Po li ze il ic hes Durc hgang
lager"-poli ce transit camp.-ln no
mine verilas, a "Transit Camp" it 
became. The camp was immediately 
fenced in with barbed wire . As. Dep
per, Camp Commander, saw to it that 
a lmos t d a ily tran s ports left for 
Auschwitz, Bergen-Belsen, Belzec, 
Laufen, Liebenau , Majdanek, Treb
lin ka , e tc. and even fo r Vitte l, 
France. 1L is known that one of these 
transports arrived in Birkenau, was 
inspected by Himmler who then su
pervised the " liquidation ." 

The Gestapo rounded up many of 
the Jews who were " on the run" or in 
the " Resistance" and brought them 
to Westerbork which became one of 
the biggest reservoirs of " slave la
bor". The Nazis called the camp .. Je
rusa lem"- the saying was " all roads 
lead through Westerbork". 

Westebork was one of the two 
camps in Holland with the ir own 
camp money. Thi s "currency" was 
the brainchi ld of Depper, in order to 
strip the inmates of their few posses
s ions and to line his own pockets 
and the pockets of his s taff. In the 
beginning the inmates got a " re
ce ipt" fo r all money or valuables tak-

en and by 1944 they were ·' paid" 
w ith the camp money. All the notes 
are dated February 15, 1944-de
nominations are 10 (pink and blue) 
25 (red and brown)-50 (blue and 
brown)-100 cen t (green and brown). 
The numbers and prefi xes (AA-BB
CC) are in black- the s ize of the first 
tlu ee notes is 4,Va by 2,'/a'', the 100 
cent is 4 .% by 2%". There are known 
to exist 50 cent notes in brown on 
light brown background , nu mbers 
and prefix are brown as well . 

Camp Commander Depper had a 
motto: ··jewish labor is needed for 
the Ge rman victory". The inmates of 
Westerbork were " farmed out" to 
factories to do slave labor. For this 
strenuous work they received ·'p re
mium pay'" in the Ca mp money. 
They were the lucky ones ... with 
the " premium pay" they coul d in
crease the ir meager rations. 

llt•(t•rt•nt es: The Deslrucliun of I he Dulth lci\S. lacob P"""er 
Documenfs o( fhc J>l'f Sf'('UIIOn uf rhe Dulch / CU't\ 

1940...1945. joods lli&torish M usccum. Amster· 
dam Anfhenocum- Polul.. & Van Gennep. :\m
sle rdam 1969 Der Gr•l!xo Slt•m. Gerhard Schocn
bcrncr Resean.h from tlw pri\'DlC collection or the 
author 

As published in SHTAROT. Vo l !. 'o . 1. Ju ly 
28. 1976. Republished with permission of the 
Author. 
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• The Jews of Rome 

• New Official Medal Issues of Israel 

• AINA's First Convention of 1983 

• Varieties in Israel's Coins 
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GOU TTERFEIT of Buchenwald P/S 6-lo Note. 

FRAUDULENT, COUNTERFEIT, FORGED, 
SPURIOUS AND CONTROVERSIAL: 

BANK NOTE ISSUES OF CONCENTRATION CAMPS 
AND GHETTOS. 

By DR. ALAN YORK 

Al l Rights Reserved 

Fraudulent iss ues have a lways 
plagued collectors. False notes and 
scrip of concentralion camps and 
ghettos of the Holocaust era. de
signed to deceive co llectors, are now 
appearing with alarming frequency, 
as the demand for the original notes 
increases. Collectors must differenti
ate between those spurious notes de
s igned to dupe coll ectors and those 
forged notes made to pass in com
mercia l circ u la tion . The re is no 
quick wa y to determine which 
pieces are genuine. Experts find it 
necessary to research the original lit
erature of the numismatic press of 
the occupied European co untri es. 
Polish, Czech and German writings 
establish that certai n issues, are un
der a cloud of suspicion. There are 
some notes whose genuineness may 
never be ascertained with a great 
dea l of certa inty. 
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Co llectors and researchers must 
handle as many notes as possible to 
learn about the papers, type faces, 
watermarks (or lack of them) and 
graph ic designs generic to certain lo
cales and time peri ods. As there is a 
paucity of information in the numis
matic press on Holocaust period is
sues, it is recommended that one 
study the postage stamp issues of the 
same period and area in the philatel
ic literature. Philate lic research in 
the area of Holocaust s tudies today is 
more advanced than the numismat
ic. One method of detection of forg
eries current among philatelists , is 
commended to a ll numismatists: the 
technique of ultra-violet light detec
tion. The best type of ul tra-violet 
lights to use for th is purpose com
bine separate light bulbs for both 
long and shorL-wave propagation. 
Certain papers exposed to ultra-v ia-



let radiation in a dark room fluoresce 
brightly; others not at a ll. 

Some re fl ect a purplish glow. 
Some inks, particularly those used 
on rubber stamp pad overprints, 
when exposed to ultra-viole t radia
tion will glow a bright gold or or
ange-yellow shade. Some research
ers note that fluorescent papers and 
inks used in non-ex perimental ser
vices were a post World-War II de
velopment. Others believe that com
mercia ll y-ava i la bl e fluorescent 
stamp pad inks were used prior to 
and during the war. Much work 
needs to be done in this area of 
study. This is a cha llenge to collec
tors to undertake origina l research 
which they would share, rather than 
always leav ing everything to the ··ex
perts." Start by turn ing on an ultra
violet light source and note its effect 
on all of your concentration camp. 
ghetto, and Holocaust items: Bank 
notes, covers, yellow stars . all. Com
pare your results with fe llow coll ec
tors: publish your results. Everyone 
will benefit from what you may dis
cover. 

BUCHENWALD 

In 1950 , the Bu lle tin de la Societe 
d 'Etudes pour l 'His toire du Papier 
Monnaie, publi s hed in Auxerre, 
France, first made a c ryptic s tate
ment about the " Schwerte (Ruhr)" 
cachet overprints on Buchenwald 
notes which translates : '·A counter
feit overprint ·schwerte (Ru hr)' an 
apocrypha l cachet applied by a Rus
s ian internee at th e Miinchenof (sic!) 
Displaced Persons camp:· 

This warni ng has further been re
peated by Pick/Siemsen, Se llner, 
Slabaugh and others. (It is no t un
common for cata logue rs to repeat 
that which has been publis hed by 
others.) Now, Schwerte (in the Ruhr) 
was indeed a s ub-camp of Buch en
wa ld . At the lime of the utilization of 
the D.P. camp a t Monchehof, a bun
dle o( Buchenwald notes could be 
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llc(crcncc Collc~lion of Dr. Alan )'ork 

II·Siandort·ltanline · l•chenwold 

® WJ:BTMABKE 59976 * 
FORGERY 

This note hos been created on watermarked 
paper with a slight greenish lint. Original 
Buchenwald notes do NOT hove a watermark 
or the SS insign ia placed on the reverse. 

bought for a dollar or two. Few co l
lected them . indeed, hardly anyon e 
a t this time collected an y kind of 
paper money. Concentra tion camp 
notes were hard to give away. So 
what wou ld be gai ned by creating 
another (unwanted) variety? True, at 
Monchehof there were created many 
philatelic covers , s tamps, souven ir 
s heets a nd posta l cards for the then
booming philatelic market, but not 
for the paper money market of 1945-
1948. That market was a lmost non
existent at that lime. 

In a personal communication to 
the author from David Atsmony of 
Te l-Aviv, o ne of the first to scientifi
ca lly s tud y concentra tion camp 
notes, who knew the "overprinter" 
personally, Atsmony attests to his 
honesty and integrity, and to the 
ge nuin eness of these overprints. 
Aside from th is initial 1950 French 
caution nothing else original has 
been pub li s h ed to prove the 
Schwerte (Ruhr) overprints to be 
fraudu lent. 

A particularly dangerous (recently 
printed) counterfei t exi sts of the Bu
chenwald PIS 64a note, the unover
printed red RM2 Aussenkommando 
issue. It is offered in absolute crisp 
uncirculated condition on sparkling 
white paper, which to the uninitiat
ed eye looks like a fabulous find , a 
truly beau tiful note. This is what 
gives it away as a fake. The genuine 
ones just don 't come that way. 

As the United Stales Army ap
proached Buch enwa ld, the Nazis 



lied the genuine notes together into 
light bund les of hundreds of notes 
and cons igned them to the fire, along 
with other evidences of their crimi
nal activities. This tight binding pre
vented their total destruction ; it left 
the edges of the notes charred and 
scorched and well indented where 
the cord bind ing cut into the edges. 
It is this edge destru ction which 
marks the gen uine notes. Al l of the 
fakes look fresh enough to have been 
printed this morning. These fraudu 
len t issues all bear a diagnostic 5-
digil serial number starting in Lhe 
90,000 series. 

During the past year, a particularly 
crude concoction of the P/S58 RM -
.50 Buch enwald note has emerged. 
This should deceive n o one but be
ginning and uninitiated collectors.ll 
is printed on watermarked paper 
(the genuine ones are unwater
marked) with a s light greenish tint. 
There are s light differences in the 
type faces of the same letters on the 
obverse. On th e reverse is a crude 
circle with an enclosed S.S. runic 
symbol. Tbe genuine notes are a ll 
uniface and do not bear this symbol
ism. 

BOLZANO (Bozeo) 

Dr. Sollner in his fine article in 
T he Sheke l (Se ptember-Oc tober 
1982) suggests that the notes of the 
Police Transit Camp of Balzano bear
ing the rubber-stamped cachet of the 
camp stamped upon them have been 
tampered with. and that these are 
souvenirs produced at the lime of 
Liberation by someone in the ca mp 
office with access to the officia l S.S. 
camp seals. Consider this however : 
The S.S .. whe n they discove re d 
these notes, used them in the city of 
Balzano to " buy" goods from the 
same merchants who accepted them 
from the interna l camp res is tance. 
The bureaucratic azi mind proba
bly was suc h that when they circu
lated the camp notes in the city, it 
had to be done according to S.S. reg-
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ul atio ns, i.e., a se rvi ce s tamp 
(Dienststempel) had to be applied to 
them toestablish their valid ity. The 
Pick/S iemsen catalogue is replete 
with illustrations of other concentra
tion camp notes with s im ilar validi
dating stamps. So these overprints 
could be genuine. 

LODZ (LITZMANNSTADT) 

ft becomes necessary to distin
guish Lodz notes meant to defra ud 
the Ghetto and Nazi authorities by 
forgery for wartime commercial cir
culation from th ose post-war coun
terfeited emissions designed to chea t 
unsus pecting co ll ectors. 

The origina l Lod z notes were 
printed at the S. Manitius Press at 
Zeromski Street. 87 on the "Aryan" 
side of the town. The design er of the 
notes, Ignacy Gutman, an arch itect 
in the ghetto, was instructed to put 
certain secret markings on each of 
the notes in addition to the many 
random dots in the design. so that 
Rumkowski 's ghetto bank could de
termine whether or not a note was 
genuine. These secret marks are il
lustrated here so tha t owners of Litz
manns tadt notes may verify them. 

ot surpris ingly, s ince so many of 
these notes survived the Holocaust, 
it wil l be very diffi cult to loca te a 
" genuine conte mporary forge ry." 
Whe n the notes were first issued, 
they had considerab le purchas ing 
power. A ghetto printer, Rau ch
berger made some 5500 brilliant 
forgeries of the 2 Mark note. How
ever, he omHted the secret mark . 
Also, he released them into circula
tion before the first day of issue for 
the 2 Mark notes. (All values were 
not released on the same day.) The 
absence of the secre t dot on the pre
mature ly released 2 Mark note alert
ed the Bank to the co unterfeiting 
plot. All 2 Mark notes were demone
ti zed. 

A specimen of this fo rgery. made 
in th e ghe tto, by a Jewish forger 
would be quite a find indeed. There 
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Top: Th~ GENUINE 20 1\/ark. note. Below: The " Lorge Number Variety" fraud . 
Note tis flat lop on the numeral "7" and the fla t bottom of numeral "2". 

is also a known contemporary ghetto 
forgery of the 5 mark note marked 
·'counterfeit'· by the Bank. 

It is beli eved that the plates used 
to print the Lodz notes still exist in 
Poland , and that from time to time 
notes are sti ll run off to be made 
available for sa le periodically in gov
ernment tourist shops. 

As the notes in Uus series have 
been found with varying water
marks, (or lack of them) , serial num
bers in differing colors and sizes. 
and papers of varying UUcknesses, 
and some even on fluorescent pa
pers, it is possible that some of these 
varieties might very well be post-war 
productions. ll is definitely known 
that there is a variety of the 20 Mark 
note which was made for collector 
consumption. This is the so-called 
"Iorge number variety." lllustrated 
here are the two numeral varieties 
for comparison. Here are the c harac
teristics of the "' large n umber vari
ety." Those seen so far have a six
digit serial number s tarting with the 
numbers 27--. These numbers are 
poorly printed and the digits are not 
printed on a stra ight line. One or 
more of the digits are higher or lower 
than the others. Sometimes the red 
ink of the seria l numbers are 
smudged. Most obvious, aside from 
the height of the digits, are the differ
ent type faces, particu larly on the 
numbers 2 and 7. On the fakes , the 
top of the 7 is in the form of a straight 
bar. as is the bottom of the 2 . 
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LITZMANNST ADT 20 MARK COIN 

During 1946-1947, th e present cu
rator of th e umismaUc Cabinet of 
the City of Lodz, Anatol Gupieniec. 
Director of the Bureau of Liquida
tion, was given severa l sacks of 20 
Mark Ghetto co ins for evaluation. 
These had been found in a cellar 
where a movie was being filmed. 

Knowing that the 20 Mark coin 
was selling for 500 to 1000 zloty 
each on the open market, he was 
amazed at the huge quantity found 
in mint condition of this scarce co in. 
Analysis of this horde revealed at 
least 4 di e varieti es in addition to 
variations in meta ll ic content and 
thickness. There were " rarities " in 
silver, brass, and even a rumored 
specimen in gold . There were ·'die 
trials" on odd-shaped blanks in sev
eral differen t metals. While these 
were being studied over the period 
of a year, further better fabricated 
varieties came up to his attention. 
Determining all to be post-war forg
eries to dupe collectors, he ordered 
them to be melted down, preserving 
only one specimen of each for the 
museum. What is not known are the 
figures of how many had been "ex
ported" that he co uld not destroy. 

Reported here for the first time in 
the nu m isma ti c literature of the 
"West" are the specifications of the 
original coin as auU1enticated by the 
authority of Lodz. 



SECRET SECURITY DOTS ON LODZ 
MONEY ORDERED BY THE 

RUMKOWSKI GHETTO BANK 
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Locations of the secret security dots ordered by the Rumkowski ghetto Bank. Dots centered 
in the ill uslralions have been intensified to assure guidance to collectors. 

1. The coins were struck in aluminum 
with a diameter of 33.3 mm. and a 
thickness of 3 mm. 

2. On the obverse are six stars. all six· 
sided in very closely spaced double 
lines. 

3. The left s ide of the ··M·· in ··Mark' ' is 
thinner than the right. 

.J . The ' 'j" in " jUDEN" is a true")." On 
some forgeries is appears as letter 
" (. " 

5. This is the most diagnostic of all
on all of the ORIGI AL 20 Mk. coins 
there is a small mintmark on the 
reverse. in the space between the 
letter " R" in " Mark· · and the first 
"A'' in"Litzmanns tadl." in the shape 
of a triangle. This triangle is the Ger
man symbol for prisoner found on 
their un ified paper money issues for 
prisoners-of-war and the concentra
tion camp issues of Amersfoort. 

It is mos t likely that as the forgers 
become more skilled that other vari
eties will appear in all coins in this 
series. 

Since there is so much documen
tation of fakery in the offica l Pol ish 
numismatic bull etins. of the ghetto 
bank notes and coins, it would be
hoove the serious collector to be 
wary of all Lodz material , particu lar
ly those whi ch can be dupli ca ted 
easily. such as the 10 pfg. Postabtei
lung notes. 

CREMONA 

The notes of this Italian concentra
tion (transit) camp for civilian in
ternees, wi th overprinted Star of Da
vid o n them, have had the ir 

51 

genuineness cha llenged lately. For 
years, the highly respected Italian 
Bobba paper money catalogue (Cor
tomon e ta Italiano dol 1746 ai 
Giorni NostriJ has listed the Cremo
na notes along with every other im
portant piece of Italian paper money 
ever issued . The important Italian 
paper-money expert. Guido Crapan
zano, who first reported the find of 
these and other Italian camp notes 
for prisoners-of-war, in a personal 
communication to the author also 
testifies to their genuineness. 

However, Dr. Gastone Sollner, the 
important expert on the Italian mili
tary and camp issues of World War 
II. states categorically that they are 
fTaudulent. Most of the Cremona is
sues are found in an excellent state 
of preservation and printed on a con
siderably heavier paper than those 
few circulated notes found without 
the Star of Dav id on them. At this 
late date. few of the in mates of those 
camps who s ti ll survive can remem
ber the minor detai ls of the paper 
money used there. 

Here we have a serious situation 
where two of the most important ex
perts in the same area of specia liza
tion, both of whom who have scien
tifi ca l ly s tudi ed this area of 
collecting for many years, come to 
diametrically opposite viewpoints 
on the same notes. li experts can' t 

Continued on page 57 



Re(t'l'!'nce Collcclion of Dr Alan York 

THE PAPER MONEY USED AT THE 
MITTELBAU DORA BY THE SLAVE 
LABORERS OF THE NORDHAUSEN 

CONCENTRATION CAMP. 
by 

DR. ALAN YORK 
All Righ ts Reserved 

Un less they are well studied in the 
tragic history of the Holocaust, nu
mismatists viewing for the very fiist 
time, the paper-money used in the 
different con centration camps may 
look upon th ese a rtifacts as just 
p ieces of paper mon ey to fill in 
spaces in a collection. 

This art icle, in addi tion to describ
ing these numismatic evi dences of 
concentra tion camp scrip, provides 
the background reasons for theii is
suan ce. 

Part of Heydrich 's " Final So lu tion 
to the Jewish Problem " as laid down 
at the Weissensee Conference in Jan
uary of 1942, was the po licy of " Ver
nichtung durch Arbeit," the system
atic exterm ination of undesirables 
by working prisoners to death. A 
classic exa mple of thi s policy was 
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the establishment of the work camps 
as s ub-ca mps o f co n cen tra t ion 
ca mps. Prison ers w ere forced to 
work to support the Nazi war effort 
in conjuction with the NSDAP and 
its supporting organizatio ns as well 
as the monopoli s tic industrial and 
banking es tablishment. Aside fro m 
incom plete phys ical descrip tions of 
the concentra ti on camp scrip in nu
mism<!ti c ca ta logues, there is no de
scripti on in them of the intertwined 
politica l and economic systems that 
caused the m to be issued . 

All prisoners, upon entering the 
conce ntra tio n camp system were im
med iate ly s tripped of all money and 
val uables. In order for them to sur
vive, it was necessary for them to put 
forth extra work effort to earn scrip 
notes w ith which they were able to 



Die Dec kung fUr d ioue Werlmarke isf bei 
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Reverse of the rare RM 10 nole oj Millelbcw. 

purchase additiona l food supplies. 
In add it ion , it was possible for in
mates to receive up to IUvl 30 per 
month [about $7.00 U.S.) paid in this 
scri p of course, from their families 
on the ou ts ide. To transmit these 
funds to the prisoners, it was neces
sary for the donors to make a fright
ening voluntary trip to the loca l Ge
stapo headquarters to complete the 
necessary paperwork. Many mem
bers of the anti-fascist underground 
refused to accept this scrip; they fell 
tha t to do so would contribute to
wards perpetuating an oppressive 
system whi ch exploited them. This 
refusal to accept concentration camp 
scrip could have had s tringent con
sequences because in itself, it could 
be considered an act of insubordina
tion and a demons tration of anti
Nazi sentiment. 

Scrip money was issued mainly in 
the camps and sub-camps that had 
attached " factori es" contributing to 
the German war effort. The scrip 
notes were issued with the conniv
ance of th e S.S. who managed the 
camps and the industrialists who 
benefited from a cheap source of la
bor which would never complain. 

In exte rmination camps, whe re 
prisoners were murdered shortly af
ter arri va l, there was no need for 
these scrip notes. This explains why 
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paper money does not exist from 
Treblinka, Sobibor, Chelmno and 
Ma idanek. 

A sti ll-ex isting document. of the 
"Work-Specia lization Conference" 
at the Krupp Armament Works, is
sued on 16 May 1941 , laid down 
general guid e lines for use in slave 
labor factories: 

/~oc;h prisorwr will 1veor o hodge attest
ing to the quality of his work output, in 
grode~ of OIIP through three. 

I . Group One workers- the good 
workers will wear a white badge 
entitlmg them to better quarlers and 
beller food. They will be entitled to 
extra scrip notes and special posses 
odmit!Jng them to ma1·ie theatres. 
football (soccer) matches. etc. 

2. Group Two inmates the m•erage 
prisoner - will wear a blue badge. 
They will receive m•erage nourish
ment and from time to time will be 
awarded premium scrip. 

3. The Group three prisoners, those 
unwillrng to work. poor workers. 
and those who viola te camp rules 
1veor a wd badge. They receh•e the 
most severe repons to the factorr 
and camp administrators. This re
sults in the removal of what few 
pri1•i/egcs they hod -such as loss of 
mail privileges. smoking. reduced 
rations. etc. but not enough to weak
en them physically in order to force 
them up Ia Group Two performance 
levels. 



ARBEITSLAGER 

First publication in any numismatic literature of a complete set of nine Mitle/bau 
notes (including RMS and 10 on first page of this article}. 

Herein lies an element of conflict. 
The Hitlerite program was to wear 
out the prisoners physically to the 
po int of ex ha us ti on a n d dea th . 
("Vern ich tung durch Arbeit".) The 
ind ustria lists however required the 
slave laborers to survive in order to 
fill the demands of the Nazi war ma
chine. ln a document dated 11, Au
gust 1944, at the Osram (electric) 
Works , it was ruled that each full
working prisoner there was to paid 
the free labor rate of RM 4 da ily. 

This money was never seen by the 
prisoners. It went into the coffers of 
the S.S. On 15 May 1943, S.S. Major
General Pohl , in charge of the ad-

54 

ministration of concentration camp 
operations issued a long edict detail
ing the use of ' premium scrip ' notes 
in s lave labor cam ps. 

A copy of this chilling order may 
be found in its entirety in the Pick
Siemsen catalogue. 1 It details the use 
of scrip as an encouragement to in
creased productivity. It was desired 
that all prisoners produce the great
est work-effort a nd tha t current work 
norms be pushed to higher levels. He 
suggested that this could be done by 
"educa ting" the pri soners by means 
of scrip curren cy awards. These 
benefi ts would ease their ca ptivity. 
The scrip could be used for addition -



Nordhausen- 19-lS when Russian troops enlered in April. 

al food rations, better grade tobacco. 
low alcoholic content beer, add ition
al mail privileges and even the right 
to use a bordello! Among other privi
leges. scrip holders would also have 
the right to invest earnings in this 
scrip in a savings account. (The read
er can easily ascertain where these 
funds went.) Prisoners balding these 
vouchers bad lhe right to purchase 
cigarettes and sundries at the can
teens. The items there were usually 
of the mos t inferior qua lity, and 
ava ilab le only when it suited Lhe S.S. 

The "currency" was designed to 
fulfi ll the following functions: 

1. To perfecJ the system of ''deslruc
tion through labor" and lo force the 
camp in males to greater produclion. 

2. To prevent escape. The concentra
lion camp prisoner without legiti
mate currency could not easily es
cape. If any camp money (lagergeld) 
was found on any person outside of 
a camp, it was cons idered prima
facie evidence of an escape from a 
concentration camp. 

3. II was used as o means to divide 
those prisoners who worked within 
the system from those who were pori 
of lhe resis tance movement within 
the camp. The S.S. rewarded with 
camp scrip stool-pigeons who de-

55 

nounced those who were part of the 
camp underground opposition. 
(When a prisoner had a surplus of 
these vouchers. he wos marked by 
the other prisoners as a profiteer or 
an S.S. informer.} 

4. II contributed to the 1vealth of the 
S.S. stale because of the exchange of 
confiscated funds for camp money. 
This non-redeemable scrip issued 
b\• the slave labor cartels become a 
s~urce of tremendous profit to the 
industrialists. 

Inmates Resisted Scrip 

Many concentration camp prison
ers. particularly those of the commu
nist resistance group became aware 
of the intimate relationship among 
lhe S.S .. the N.S.D.A. P., the giant 
corporations and the prison scrip. 
They tried not to accept this lager
geld as part of their passive resis
tance. Others contributed in trying to 
bring down lhe fascist regime by acts 
of sabotage. It is a continuing myth 
that all inmates. Jews and others. 
meekly accepted their lot in the 
camps. Many instances of heroic acts 
have been recorded from the various 
camps. Much research is needed yet 
in this field to document these hero
ic acts. 



Documented materials pertaining 
to the issuance of cam p money at 
Mittelbau Dora no lo nger exist. 
These and other evidences of the 
criminal activities at Nordhausen 
were destroyed just before the libera
tion by the Soviet armed forces in 
April of 1945. However, some scrip 
remained and these remain as a testi
monial of man's inhumanity to man. 

The name "Mittelbau" is a con
traction of " Mitteldeutschen Bauge
sellschaft A.G.," the industrial giant 
concern which was a prime con
tractor for the V-1 and V-2 rockets, 
the secre t terror weapon (till 1944) 
used against heavily popu lated areas 
of England. These rockets were Hit
ler's last hope of w inning the war. 
Parts for these rockets were made at 
Nordhausen . 

The slave labor camps w hich were 
sub-camps of Buchenwald from 27 
August 1943 were three in number. 
Mittelbau 1, the main camp was es
tablished near the town of Nordhau
sen in the Eastern part of Germany. 
Mitte lbau 2 was located a t Ellyrich 
and Mittelbau 3, the smallest, was 
located at Harzungen. Their work 
was considered so important to the 
Nazi war effort that on 1 November 
1944, the Mittelbau com p lex was 
separated from the Buche nwald 
command to become an independent 
slave labor concentration camp of 
the firs t rank. The three camps were 
liberated by the Red Army on 4 
through 9 May 1945. 

o .• o .. C •U "'IIiJ fUr cf··~· Wertm'll rke 1st bei 

der Ze ntrelwerwahuno der U·Kentinen 'm 
.St. ndortbereich ~'uttelbeu hinte rlcgt FJJ. 
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While the actual orders concern
ing the printing of the Mittelbau 
notes were destroyed by the Nazis 
before the liberation, we now know 
who printe d the m . The distin
guis hed East German numis matic re
searcher , Paul Lauer wa ld , inter
v iewed some of the surviving print 
shop workers. From the.m he learned 
that they were printed at the " Bucb
druckerei - Theodore Mueller" in 
Nordhausen , Konigshof. 

A Listing of Notes 

Listed h ere are all of the known 
varie ti es of Mi ttelbau no tes. All 
notes were printed on watermarked 
paper as a security device. The 
notes are all sim ilar in layout with 
minimal art work on them. It appears 
then, that their designs were created 
locally. 

The inscription on the reverse side 
of all the notes translates: " The safe
keeping of the funds for these vouch
ers is maintained by the Central Ad
ministration of the S.S. canteens in 
the Mittelbau area garrison. Co un
terfeiting will be dea lt with in the 
most severe manner. " The obverse 
wordings are all the same (except of 
course for the nominal va lue of the 
note.) "Work cam p Mit.telbau" with 
certain exceptions noted as follows: 

1. RM .01-charcoa l gray: serie N, 0. P. 
2. RM .05- browo: serie L. 
3. RM .10-olive green: serie E. F. H. 
4. RM .25- red-orange: serie A. H. 

D•c D.ckung lur d•w•• W e rtrnarkr bt b-.. . 

de, Zenrr .. IY • twaltunQ der U· Ka nlln• n •m 
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Two of I he reverses found on HM l noles. 
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5. RM .50-black 
a. withou t a period before the val
ue: serie R. S. T. 
b. with a period in front of the va lue: 

serie R, T. 
(1) On the reverse. the word 

" Falschungen' ' on the last 
two Jines of the text is div id
ed ·'Fa-lschungen." 

(2) The word is divided "Fal
schungen." 

6. RM 1-green serie 1• 0 , P. Q. 
a. On lbe reverse there is a type 

number U 0663 at the lower left. 
b. No type number on the reverse. 
Both reverses are known with: 

(1) a six-pointed star preceding 
the seria l number. 

{2) a ·~ preceding the serial 
number. 

7. RM 2-red: serie j . K. L. M: all with a 
square period after the numera l 2 
in the value and on lbe reverse a 
type number U0663 in the lower left 
hand corner and. a six-pointed star 
preceding the serial number. 
a. a square period standing on end 

after the numeral 2 in the va lue: 
serie K. 

8. R.J\11 5-blue with a square period 
stand ing on end after the numeral 5 
of the value; serie F. G. 
a. with a round period after the nu

meral 5 of the value: serie E, G, H. 
1. On the reverse a N~ preced

ing the seria l number: serie H. 
2. a s ix-pointed star preceding 

the seria l num ber. seri e F. 
9. RM 10- magenta: serie C. D. 

Rulerences 

This is obviously a very compli
cated series to collect in depth . We 
should assume because of the ma ny 
printing varieties in this series that 
the output of these notes was very 
extensive. Aside from the low vaJue 
RM .01 notes whi ch are in plentiful 
supply as yet, th e other values vary 
from scarce to excess ively rare. 
None of the prev iou s cataloguers of 
this series s uch as Sollner, Pick/ 
Siemsen , and Lauerwald (who has 
done the finest research o n the 'ord
hause n notes) has been able to even 
list the complete nominal values is
sued . 

The RM .05 and RM .10 notes are 
illustrated here for the firs t time any
where in the numismatic literature. 
It is certain tha t other varieties of 
this involved series of notes will 
turn up in the future. Anyone having 
further iniormation on these notes or 
from any other concentration camp 
or displaced persons camp is cor
dially invited to write to the author. 
Full credit will be given them in the 
forthcoming book on the subject. 

Dr. Alan York 
One Main Street 
East Hampton , 
New York 11937 

t Pick, Albert nlld Siemsen. Carl. Dos Losnrgefd dcr Konwntrctionsfager 1933· 1945 Munchen, 1976. pp. 49-56. 
2 l.auem•afd, P•ul. Dos Lagcrgcfd des Konzenlrolionsfogcrs Mfllcfbou·Doro bei Nordhouscn in Beltn'ige zur lleimutkund~ aus Stadt 

und Kreis Nordhausen. Holt 4. t979. Nordhauson i>f>. 38-44 . 

FRAUDULENT Continued from page 51 

agree, how is the average co llector to 
know? I have m y own opinion on 
these notes; it will no t be revealed 
here. The coll ector who wishes to 
know which items are worthy of col
lection must study them for himself 
and reach his own conclus ion . 

WARSAW GHETIO NOTES 

The same advice ho lds for the pa
per-money/pos tal essays of the War
saw Ghetto. There is still so much 
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that is unknown about those chao tic 
times . As time passes we wi ll no 
longer have the opportunity of inter
viewing remaining survivors. It is up 
to aJl of us to search out the truth so 
that future generations will have a 
complete his tory of the Holocaust. 
Hopeful ly, som e of our readers can 
share their knowledge with us to ex
tend what is a lready known or to 
prove or disprove what we publish. 

Dr. A lan York 
Number One Main S treet 
East Hampton , New York 



Cyprus Canteen Chits 
by Sylvia Haffner 

From The History of 1\llodern Israel's Money 

The year was 1946. Palestine was 
still governed by Great Britai n under 
the ma ndate of th e defunct League of 
Nations and of its year-old succes
sor, the Uni ted Nations. Great Brit
ain had decreed tha t only 1,500 Jews 
a month could e nter the Mandate of 
Palestine.To the Jews of the world 
this number was an incredibly s mall 
answer to the needs of hundreds of 
thousands. 

Most war s urvivors who had come 
back from death camps decided that 
they had had enough. Enough of war 
and enough of a nti-Semitism. They 
began to cross river and mountain. 

~ liOO 
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country afte r country, on foot. by 
rail, by truck or by steamer to the 
Med iterranea n shores of Italy and 
France where boats prepared and 
manned by the " Ali ya h Bet" workers 
o f the Hagana forces of Palestine 
waited to bring th em to Eretz Israe l 
or Pa lestine. 

Steeled by years of \·var. disillu
sioned by a world ca llous to their 
agony and deaf ' to th ei r cri es, Lhe 
surviving Jews and their self-sacri
fi ci ng, heroic Palestin ian brothers 
gave their own answer-a defiant. 
aggressive daring answer. They de
termined to break the evil decrease 

FlRST ISSUE 
S IZE: 1 H x 72mm (for all notes) 

FACE: Above in Hebrew. "THE UNITED AMERICA!': COMMITTEE ASSISTAJ'JCE ()011\:T): below 
in English . "AMERICAN JE\VISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITIEE": to the right in 
Hebrew and to the left in English . '·GOOD FOR PURCHASE I THE CA TEENS h 
CYPRUS OR FOR EXCHANGE FOR CASH IN JERUSA LEM"; in the center the d eno mina
tion in black; above in Hebrew below in English. "SHILLLI G/S": below the serial number 
in black. the control le tter A. B. orCin blue: to the right the signa ture of " MORRlS LAUB" 
in Hebrew and below. " THE JOii\11' OFFICE IN CYPRUS." 
(Cancella tion on t Shilling note in Hebrew. " CASHED AT THE BANK ANG LO-PALES
T! E. JERUSALEM BRA 1CH ... 

1 SHILLI NG BLUE 0 . 1- t2000 
2 S HILLI NGS YELLOW NO. t- 12000 
5 SHILLI NGS PINK , 0 . 1- 12000 

(The legend "OR FOR CASH IN JERUSALEM" WAS DELETED in the 2nd Issue a t the insistence of 
the British government.) 
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of 1,500 entry permits a month by 
sending boat upon boat wil.h 100, 
500, 1 ,000 . 2,000 , 3,000 , 5,000 , 
10,000 a month to Palestine, openly 
or secretl y: to risk the b lockade of 
the British navy which guarded the 
shores of Palestine and which had 
orders to scuttle the boats and , if 
necessary, shoot their passengers, 
rather than permit them to land . De
spite the blockade and the scuttlings 
and the shooti ngs and the drown
ings, thousands did manage to land 
in Palestine. 

Watching a ll this with embittered 
rage and unabated frustration was 
Ernest Bevin , the Foreign Minister of 
Great Britain. His rage and frustra
tion grew in proportion as hi s 
scheme fa iled. Unti l one day . in the 
second week of August. 1946. he or
dered that a ll immigrants coming on 
" Aiiyab Bet" boats be transferred to 
British gunboats in Haifa harbor and 
transported forcibly to Cyprus. 200 
mil es away, th e third largest is land 
in the Mediterranea n, at the time a 
British Crown Colony. 

These Jews were '' illega l Jewish 
immigrants.'' said Bevin. and like 
othe rs who acted illegall y had to be 
ja iled . Since jails large enough did 
not exist. Bevin ordered concentra
tion camps built for them. They were 
surro und ed by barbed wire and 
guarded by armed soldiers on watch
towers from which powerful search
lights circled the camps. 

Bevin and his governmental al
li es- th e Pa lestine Manda te, th e 
British Colon ial Office, Lhe Cyprus 
admi nistra ti on and th e Briti s h 
army- permitted the world 's largest 
and most famous Jewish overseas 
welfare organization , the ''Joint Dis
tribution Committee." to send work
ers into L.he camps to bring relief 
supplies and schoo l and welfare 
services to the inmates. 

53,000 Jews came to Caraolos and 
Dekhe lia where Lhe two complexes 
of camps, 18 miles apart, were s ituat-
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ed. 51,000 ca me by boat, 2.000 by 
what the inmates dubbed .. internal 
immigration"-infants born to their 
parents in the camp. The " ill ega l 
Jewish immigrants" were referred to 
as ijl's by the British but Lhe first 
initial s imply meant " intercepted" 
to the director of the American Joint 
Distribution Committee in Cyprus , 
Mr. Morris Laub. 

Depending on the s ize of Lhe popu
lation, whic h fluctuated between 
10,000 and 35,000, Mr. Laub's staff 
numbered anywhere from 40 to 400 
persons: doctors, nurses. teachers. 
socia l workers. warehouse workers. 
truck drivers, cooks, sanitation men. 
electric ians, carpenters ... Mr. Laub 
was the only ··outsider." All of the 
staff was recru ited from Palestine or 
from among the deta inees them
selves for the IJI included great sur
geons, teachers , writers and men and 
women from all walks of life. 

Laub was in effect Mayor of a 
small city-but a Mayor who never 
knew how big his population was for 
it fluctuated wild ly, day by day. On 
December 31, 1947, th e inmates 
numbered abou t 15,000. The very 
next day. January 1, 1948. the num
ber was suddenl y doubled by the 
arriva l of 15,200 persons packed like 
the proverbial sardines on two for
mer Hudson River liners , cal led the 
Pan Crescent and Pan York. soon to 
be renamed the " Medinat Yisrael" 
(State of Israe l) and th e "Atzmaut" 
(independence). 

The average inte rnee's s lay in 
ca mp was 14 months. During his 
stay, he studied Hebrew, learned a 
trade, bad his hea lth looked after 
and saw his children receive the 
same kind of education as was given 
to children in Israel. So much did 
the spiri t of Israel prevail in the 
camps that the time spent in them 
came to be ca ll ed "Erev Eretz Israel" 
(the eve of Israel). What was a con
centration camp in physical appear
ance, in actua lity became a spiritual 
extension of israe l. 
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SECOND ISSUE 
FACE: Above in Hebrew. " THE UNITED AMERICAN COl\IMITIEE FOR ASSISTA1 CE (JOINT) 

CYPRUS": below in English. " AMERICAN ]01 1T DISTRIBUTION COMMITrEE. CY
PRUS": to tl1e right in Hebrew and to tl1e left in English. "GOOD FOR PURCHASE I THE 
CANTEE 'S" : the rest similar to Firs t issue except th!' deuomination is in blue and the 
control leiter is in Hebrew. 

1 SHILU G 
2 SHILLI GS 
5 SHILU GS 

BLUE 
YELLOW 
CREEl~ 

~0 I 6000 A 
~0. 1 6000 B 
NO. t- 6000 C 

TIURDISSUE 
Same as SECO D ISSUE EXCEPT FOR: 

Above in Hebrew. " THE AtvtERICAN COMMJTTEE FOR ASSISTANCE (JOINT) CYPRUS." 
1 SHILLING BLUE 0 . 6001- 12000 A 
2 SHILLINGS YELLOW 0 . 6001- 12000 B 
5 SHILLINGS GREEN 0 . 60001- 12000 C 

Courtesy of: Shalom Renan 

On May 15, 1948, the Sta te of Isra
el ca me into being. But this d id not 
mean the automatic closing of the 
camps. Bevin remained ada mant. 
And a fantas ti c series of d ip lomatic 
negotia tions involving the Israel gov
ernment. the British Foreign Office, 
the U observer of the truce between 
Israel and her warring Arab neigh
bors, Count Fo lke Bernadotte and 
the Director, Mr. Morris Laub, began. 
It wen t on for months and months. 
until Bevin finally rea lized his foll y 
a n d on February 18 , 1949 an
nounced the closing of the camps. 

Morris Laub served as Director of 
the Ame ri ca n Jo int Dis trib u tion 
Committee in Cyprus during the en
tire period of the internme nt camps , 
except for the first three months. An 
art icle by Mr. Laub appeared in the 
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magazi ne, "Our Age" Vo lum e 8. 
Number 5. Week of December 4. 
1966, entitled "MAYOR OF THE lL
LEGALS. ·· Th is was the only articl e 
ever wrillen by Mr. Laub on the in
ternment camps a t Cyprus and he 
gracious ly consented to its reprint in 
any form. The researc h on the camps 
presented here is taken from Mr. 
Laub's a rticle. He concluded his let
ter w ith this last remark: 

" 1 regre t that none of us kept 
a diary nor that l had the fore
sight to engage a historian right 
on the spot to record day to day 
events. The reason is s imp le: 
a ll of us worked lite rally during 
all our waki ng hours-seven 
days a week. Never in my life 
have I had th e pri vilege of 



working with so dedicated a 
group of people for whom time 
meant no thing. But fool that l 
was not to recognize the need 
for preserving documents and 
records for the future his torian . 
1 hope thai you and a ll oth ers 
will forgive me." 
Morris Laub later di rec ted another 

type of organization , the United Syn 
agogue's Jo int Commission on Socia l 
Action in New York City. 

The British authorities forbade th e 
use of money in th e in ternm e nt 
camps on Cyprus. Mr. Morris Laub, 
Director of the American Joint Distri
bution Committee on Cypru s , 
worked out an arrangement whereby 
script or chits w ere issued for work 
done by the internees in various as
pects of the camp operation . These 
chits could then be used in the can
teens for merchandise available, not 
to exceed more Lhan 4 Pounds p er 
month per individ ua l. 

Due to the lack of meta l the issue 
was made of paper and prin ted in 
Jerusalem by the Sinai Printers: they 
were designed by Mr. Sch wcig. The 
chits were issued in the yea rs 1947-
1948. When the camp disbanded a ll 
outstanding chits were exchanged 
for cash in Israel by the American 
Jo int Distribution Co mm ittee, who 
in turn destroyed U1e notes. These 
chi ts are exceedingly rare as they 
were all destroyed after they were 
redeem ed. 

The chits were pri n ted in three 
issues on one side only. The back
ground of all of the n otes is com
posed of paralle l lines of faint He
bre w le tte rin g, " THE UNITED 
AMERJCAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
FOR ASSISTANCE (JOlt T)": th is 
legend repeats itself three limes in 
each line with about 28 lines cover
ing eac h of the notes. Thi s was evi
dently used as a security measure. 
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WE'VE SEEN BUT THE TIP OF THE ICEBERG 

by Stanley Yulish 

For many years, I have been col
lecting the numismatic, phila te lic, 
literature of the Holocaust. After vis
its to the sole mn s ites. and s tudy of 
the pa per currency, c hits, pos tcards , 
package rece ipts, documents, lette rs 
and other evidence, I've many times 
s lopped a n d th ought : " We o nl y 
know of a little bit of this mater ial; 
there must be so much more yet un
discovered." 

Sadly. th is musing appears to be 
true. \tVith a ll of our research into 
Holocaus t numismati cs. we come of
ten to the conclus ion tha t a great 
deal more rema ins yet unpublished , 
s leeping wi thin old archives. piles of 
old letters, boxes of forgotten posses
s ions in du sty a tt ics and baseme nts 
... or destroyed long ago as unwant
ed leftovers of a lime ma ny preferred 
to forget. 

A glance through the excellent 
Pick-Siemsen refere nce on concen
tration camp currency acquaints us 
with scrip of Oachau, Auschwitz, 
Sachsenha usen, Lod z and a few oth
ers of the famous camps, gh ettos a nd 
extermination faci lities. Yet numis-
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malic researchers rea li ze that the I a
zis in their methodica l manner em
pl oyed hun d re d s n o. 
THOUSA OS . . . of locations fo r 
mass impriso nment and execution . 
Many of these locations were semi
permanent, intended for use over ex
te nd ed per iods. Hence, it seems 
qui te logical that scrip or curren cy 
cou ld have been issued for use by 
cam p guards and/or inmates at a sig
nificant number of these location s. 
We know of jus t severa l dozen s ites 
for whi ch numis ma tic evide nce ex
ists. My theory mainta ins that hun
dreds of additional s ites may have 
issued [or had issued fo r them) scri p, 
currency, chits, tokens or like nu
mismatically rela ted ma teria l. 

Today we recognize a number of 
broad categories of numismatic and 
related Holocaust evidence. Firs t, 
Lhere is th e universal fa cility scrip 
which could be employed by SS and 
oth er German authoriti es within any 
of the locations. Second, we recog
ni ze the canteen scrip issued primar
ily for guards' use within specific 



camp s ites. Third , there are curren
cies such as those of LHzmannstadt 
(Lodz) and Theresiens tad t Ghettos 
des igned specifically for use by the 
inma tes themselves as a quasi-mone
tary medium or accounting receipt 
(Quittungen) . 

Fourth. we know of ancillary nu
mismatic items, mostly employed 
outside of camps a nd ghettos but 
nonetheless instrumental in telling a 
rea l part of the Holocaus t story. 
Among these are the Konversion
kasse notes issued first in 1933 or 
1934 in exchan ge for the properly 
and Reichsmark lega l tender ho ld
ings of Jews lucky enough to emi
grate Germany prior to the round
ups. These Kon versionkassenoten, 
like the rece ipts of Theresienstadt, 
were in reality redeemable for noth
ing but they did serve as exchange 
receipts or markers, if on ly until 
their hoax was discovered. And they 
are legitimate testimonies to the ir 
purpose of deviously, but " legally, " 
parting the German Jewish popula
tion from its economic base. Also in 
this category are the fascinating Ger
man counterfeits of the British Bank 
of England notes, made by Jewish 
artisans under close Nazi supervi
sion, and designed to be used in de
stroyi ng British public confidence in 
that nation's curren cy. 

Still another class of Holocaust
related numismatic evidence is the 

azi occu pa tion c urrency itse lf. 
These notes and coinage represented 
the general legal tender uti li zed in 
areas in which th e Holocaust was 
carried out. Included here are Polish 
General Government notes and other 
occupation series such as the genera l 
Wehrmach t small denomination cur
rency. 

Yet another category ca nnot be 
overlooked , a broad , a lmost endl ess 
source of supporting information: 
The docume ntation , records a nd 
other original paper and card memo
rabilia such as covers, package re
ceipts. iden tity cards, passes, visas, 
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meal tickets, work orders, arrest or
ders , possession receipts and so on 
that cou ld mea n life or death at any 
moment to th eir owners during that 
dark period in our history. Each item 
had its economic value; each , there
fore, has a real place in the larger 
Holocaust numismatic pi cture. 

For the coll ector anticipating entry 
into this fascinating area of numis
matics, it is strongly recommended 
that he or she begin by trying to 
locate a specimen or two from each 
Nazi faci li ty . The co llector wil l soon 
differentiate with resea rch , the scrip 
and tokens of the different classes of 
facilities: 

a. collection and transport cen ters 
(such as Am ersfoort in the Neth
erlands); 
b. concentration , comps a nd in
ternm ent fac ilities (such as Do
chou , north of Munich. Germa ny): 
c. extermina tion camps (such as 
Auschwitz in Poland, the "final 
destina tion"); 
d. and the ghettos or " resettle
ment areas·· (such as Lodz in Po
land, or Th eres ienstadt in 
Czechoslovakia). 

The Holocaust collector is there
fore a detective in a very real sense of 
the word, an indi vidual whose study 
and preservation of the numismatic 
evidence may be the key to uncover
ing a bit more of that enormous story 
of suffering and, as a people, surviv
al of the Nazi nightmare. We sti ll . in 
fac t. understand rela ti vely littl e 
about those ty pes of curren cy, scrip 
and coinage of which we ore aware: 
we s till wonder how much was is
sued. who specifica lly was entitled 
to use it. how was it redeemed if at 
all , what " reaJ" val ue did it have in 
the camp and ghetto financial struc
tures, how much was destroyed, and 
so forth . Already, eyewitness ac
counts are growing fewer and fu zzier 
wilh age. We numismatists can be 
the critical contributors with add i
tional facts and documentation. The 



research is sometimes not easy: it is 
always soberi ng, but it is a lso always 
very rewarding. 

Some of these notes are rela tively 
easy to secure: others are elusive. A 
good number are excessively rare. a 
great challenge for the adva nced col
lector. Whe ther beginners or ad
vanced coll ector, all must be wary. 
Cou nterfeits of a number of items ... 
very good counterfe its ... do exist. 
The advice of experi enced collectors 
is an excellent tool to use in this 
endeavor. For example, the fake Litz
mannstadt 20-mark coin has foo led 
many a coll ector. In one ins tance. 
the coll ector w ill seek the counter
feit over the origina l; it's very diffi
cu lt to te ll the Nazi Operation Bern
hard Sachsenho usen counterfe it 
British .. w hil e'· no tes from their 
Bonk of England genuine counter
parts. 

Despite the caveats, the collector 
of Holocaust numismatic materia l 
and related items w ill profit greatly 
in satisfaction. education and pure 
col lecting enjoyment. In add ition, 
we collectors have a rea l duty in 
preserving these remind ers of that 
dreadful time so that those w ho 
come after us wi II not forget its les
so ns. 

My o wn I hoa ry is th a t man y 
camps and extermination s ites have 
already been forgo llen for the most 
part , as the azis and some of their 
con federates tried hard , and are still 
trying. lo bury and otherwise obliter
a te the historica l record of their grue
some work. Who knows how much 
paper curre ncy, chits, scrip, docu
men tat ion , records and other items 
found th eir way into the furnaces to 
preclude their use as evidence by the 
a d va nc ing Ru ss ia ns, Britis h and 
America n armed forces? 

This issue of The Shekel. like the 
initia l Holocaust issue of September
October 1982 lakes a great s tep to
ward aggregating what we currently 
know and th eorize regarding the nu
mis matic ev idence of that period. 
We are uncovering more and hope to 
present it on as regu lar a bas is as 
possibl e. I've never ceased to be 
c ha ll enged a nd. al the same time, 
sobered by this exciting area of nu
mis matics. I cannot recommend it 
more strongly to a nyone seeking a 
judaica numis matic hobby specialty 
area fill ed w ith histori cal impor
tance and great meaning for us today 
and in the future. 
-S.Y., Cleveland, 0 . 
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