38 March 1945

Further to our telegram Mo. 283[a]. As a result of "[D% A.'a]"[1]
chat with "ALES"[1i] the following has been ascertained:

1. ALES has been working with the NEIGHBORS[SOSEDI][11i] cootinucusly
aince 1935.
2. For some years past he has been the leader of & small group of the

NEIGHBORS' probationers|STAZhERY], for the most part consisting of his
relations.

3. The group and ALES himself work on cbtaining military information
only. Materials on the "BANK"[iv] allegedly interest the NEIGHBORS very
littles and he does not produce them regularly.

k. All the last few years ALES bas been working with "PFOL'"[v] who
also meets other members of the group occasicoally.

5 Recently ALES and his whole group vers swarded Soviet decorations.
6. Aftar the YalTA Conference, when he had gone oo to MOSCOW, a

Soviet personags in & very responsible position (ALES gave to understand
that it was Comrade VYShINSKIJ) allegedly got in touch with ALES aod at
the beshest of the Military HEIGHBORS passed on to him their gratitude
and 8o on. .

No. 431 VADIM[v1]

Notes: [a] Not availabls.

(1] As: "A." sesms the most likely garble here although "A." has
pot been confirmed elsevhere in the WASHINOTON traffio.

[11] ALES: Probably Alger HIBS. ~.

[111] SOSEDI: Members of ancther Soviet Intelligence organization,
" here probsbly the GRU.

[iv] BANK: The U.S5. State Department.

[v]l] POL': 4i.e. “PAUL," unidentified cover-pame.

[vi] VADIM: Anatoli] Borisovich GROMOV, MOB resident in WASHINOTON.
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