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n 25 June 1950, overwhelming
military  forces of the F4l
Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea poured

f Korea. This devastaring
action took the Western world complete
ly by surprise. The American milirary
had become a shell of its mighry WWII
force and reaction to this wantor
sion was initially confused. Consulring
with NATO Allies, America struck back
almost immediarely. On 3 July 1950,
F4U-4B Corsairs operating from the USS

the night skies in search of prey

uth into the  Corsairs |

bele

Republic

bird quickly became known
Korean War Hero
Now, we have to fast forward

aggres-

of Corsairs ar Mt
Indiana. Mint Moore I1I was one
of the organizers of the show and
he had introduced me ro a
Corsair owner that was proudly
showing me around his gleam-
ing F4U-4. The owner was Joe
Tobul and to say rhat he was

Valley Forge began agg

ssive attucks
against the communist forces. All across
the United States, USAF, USN, and
USMC squadrons were activated for
combar. The old reliables of WWII

the Mustang and Corsair

enthusiastic about his aircraft
were found
ideal for the type of combat taking place
over the harsh Korean landscape.
Corsairs were pulled out of USN stor-
e depots, IRANed, and shipped aboard
carriers to the combat front

would be an understarement. “I
wanted to paint the aircraft in
Korean War markings to honor

the incredible sacrifices made by
the American forces. Today, that
war is pretty much forgotten. It is
not taughr in schools and the ver-

JIM TOBUL AND WESTPAC RESTORATIONS
RETURN AN AMERICAN WARRIOR
TO THE SKY

Two
Marine Corsair squadrons arrived in
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August to provide close air support while
5N night fighters began to prowl

ared in low over the heads of
cred Allied troops, the bent-wing

Seprember 2002 and the Gathering

Comfort,

MICHAEL
O’LEARY

erans are fast fading away so | wanted t

do my part in keeping their memorics

As the  alive while using the ( air as a reach
ing aid about a regional war that nearl

turned into World War 111

To Joe, his Corsair was a labor of love

1s the
“I purchased the aircraft as a project from
vhitto  an American Airlines pilot back in 1981
and it took ten-years ro get the planc
back into the air,” said Joe. “My son
Jim is also a real enthusiast and he
was a big help on the project.” The
more that Joe and Jim gor into the
airplane, the more they discovercd
abour the aircraft’s history. The
plane had last heen operated by
the Honduran Air Force, bur
before that F4U-4 BuNo
97143 had flown with
VF-884 aboard the uss
Boxer (CV-21)
June through
ober 1951 (as
crafr 416)

from
Ocr-

squadron’s

nickname was t
nd pilots used the Kansas

In Korean War
Joe was able to determine that
e Edge,

15 their squadron patch

operarion

R. Fritz Schierenbeng,
und Roberr Wamer had flown the plane
lying in the Korean War, the Bitter
undertook some 1519 combar mis-
sions while dropping 750,000-1bs of
bombs and firing in rockets. The
pilors also expended some 1,400,000
rounds of .50-cal ammunition. The
squadron had a normal compliment of 22

to 24 pilots and the terrible action over

Bir

Korea claimed the lives of eight pilors
KIA or MIA, including squadron com
mander L/Cuudr. G.F. Carmichael
As with most Corsairs during the
Korean War, BuNo 97143 was sent off
to another squadron — VF-653 (it
should be noted that borh squadrons
were Reserve units, and the
sacrifices made by the
Reserve pilots and

crews have never

received the publicity these brave men
deserved). Operating from USS Valle
Forge (CV-45), the squadron had come
from Akron, Ohio, and their patch con
sisted of a dragon holding a

shield con

WWII veterans. The squadron lost six
pilors as KIA/MIA

The combat vereran was retired tc
NAF Litchfield Park

was eventually purchased (along

on 5 July 1956 a

sisting of a golden triangle with

checkerboard stripe. As o |8 The Tobul Corsair when
point of ntenen, the sobden | Tying with V-804 during
Enitof iliremthe whlle - — v
ngle signified that a large per < e
centage of the squadron’s pilots

were from the Pittsburgh arca,
With VF-653, the Corsair car-
ried the number 308. Even at
that point, Joe's Corsair had a
Warbird tic-in. The che:
board srripe signified thar
squadron commander 1/Cmdr.
Cook Cleland had twice won
the post-war Cleveland Air
Races while flying €

er

orsairs. Joe's
rescarch showed that the plane
was flown by

it least five pilots from VF
653: Cleland, Lts. Henry Sulkowski, J.R
Rohleder, Robert Jeffel, and David
Robertson. Many of the pilots were

number of others) by Bob Bean,

reconditioned the

aircraft for Honduras.
During the rebuild, Joe found three flak

repair patches. Once the Corsair was

Jim Tobul off the tail of B-25) In The Mood.
The Corsair is available for airshow/display
work and further details can be found at
www.l sarhero.com.
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completed, Joe pave the plane the name
Korean War Hero and began hitting the
airshow circuit.

Then, on 10 November 2002, the
unthinkable happencd. Joe was leading a
flight of six aircraft in F4U-4 N713]T at
Columbia, South Carolina. The purposc
of rhe flight was o have the Warhirds
participate in a fly-over lor the local ver-
Crans 11!"1'!"“.![. T‘1|\'l111_: oll trom
Columbia Owens Downtown Airport,
the Corsair had just passed the approach
end of Runway 13 when smoke was
noticed coming from the R-2800-52W
radial. The tower operator heard an
unidentitied rransmission, “Corsair
needs ro land.” The tighrer made a righr
rurn for what appeared to be u lefr down
wind to Runway 31, The controller
issued current information and cleared
to Corsair for immediate Lindine.

The controller heard an unidenrified
rransmission, “Your gear is nor coming
down.” While on left base, the Corsair
disappeared beyond a tree line and the
controller saw a column of smoke arise
from rhe trees, Jim Tobul was flying his
Texan in the formation. *Dad was in just
about the worst possible of situations. He
was low and slow — the trining aircraft
were linnting the speed of the formation,
He knew the engime had failed und he
did everything righe for setting up a crash
landing. However, he sertled into a stund
of very large trees and the Corsair went
32 AIR CLASSICS

The Corsair being serviced inside WestPac's climate controlled hangar.

THE DASN FOUR CORSARIR

The F4U-4 was the second production variant of the fighter and it featured numer-
ous improvements over the earlier aircraft. At first, two F4U-1s were modified to F4U-
4X configuration starting on 20 May 1943 with the first flying on 19 May 1944, Testing
led to five new XF4U-4 prototypes. Fitted with a Pratt & Whitney R-2800- |8V radial
of 2100-hp, the first example flew on 20 September |944. All the extra power took the
top speed up to an impressive 446-mph and numerous other changes made the aircraft
a very superior fighter. Armament consisted of six .50-cal Browning M2 air-cooled
machine guns while two 1000-Ib bombs or eight 5-in rockets could be carried under the
wings. By the end of the Second World War, some 1859 F4U-4s had been delivered but
victory over the Japanese led to contracts for 3149 aircraft being reduced to 2056
Production of the F4U-4 continued through April 1946. The basic fighter order was fol-
lowed by a contract for 287 F4U-4Bs fitted with four 20mm cannon and eleven F4U-4Ps
fitted with cameras in the rear fuselage, Production of these two variants was complet-
ed by August 1947. Goodyear was scheduled to license build the FAU-4 as the FG-4. but
contracts for 2500 aircraft were cancelled. .



The completed FAU-4 instrument panel.

SPECIFICATIONS
VOUGHNT FYU-Y

Span 41-ft
Length 34-ft 6-in
Helght | 4-ft 9-in
Wing Area I 4-5q-fe
Empty Weight 9205-lbs
Gross Weight 12,420.lbs
Max Weight 14,670-1bs
Fuel 234- to 534-gal
Max Speed 446.mph @ 26,200-fc
3Bl-mph @ sl
Cruise Speed  215-mph
Landing Speed 89.mph
Ceiling 41,500-f¢
Climb 3870-fpm (inicial)
Range 1 005-mi normal
I 560-mi max
Powerplant Pratt & Whitney R-2800- 18V

2100-hp takeoff
1950-hp @ 23,300-ft

inverted. He never srood a chance.”

Jim, the Tobul [amily, and rhe
Warbird communiry were stunned. |
knew how Dad felt about the Korean
War Hevo," said Jim. *We had acquired
quite a few Corsair components and
spares over the years and as nme went
by, | decided ro rebuild the Corsair
honor Dad and his commitment ro the
veterans. | told my Morher about m

intentions and she said, ‘*Go for i "

“1 first met Joe back when he was

rebuilding the Corsair and we were still al
Rialro  Airport,” recalls WestPac
Restorations president Bill Klaers. “Jo
would stop by and check out whatever we

were working on. One day he called up

Scott, Bill, and Jim bricfing for the photo flight.

Few aircraft are as iconic as the Chance-Vought Corsair.
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and said 'l got this egear door that is all
crunched o hell and can't figure our
what 1o do with i’ ] 1--|_! ]l. to send it
to the shop. I had gotten our first power
hammer and we deskinned the door
and pur it back into airworthy shape,
loe was impressed.”

‘When I decided o commir ro get-
ting rhe Corsair back in the air, | con-
racted Bill and went 1o Colorado Springs
to visit WestPac's new facility,” said Jin.
"As with evervone else thar has visited, 1
Wis exire rn<-|\ Hpre w\n.i \\:I|I. rln- new
taciliry — for Warbird restorarion, this is

rruly the way of the furire, 1 also knew

Jim displays the aircraft's
classic planform.

Ready to come aboard. Jim displays the F4U-4 with everything down.

c- [ )j BEST/WORST THINGS
U RBOUT RESTORING R CORSRIR

In the August 2010 issue, we asked WestPac's Bill Klaers and Alan Wojciak to give independent opinions on the six best/worst things
about restoring a P-47D. Their answers proved quite popular with our readers so we have done the same thing regarding the Corsair

BILL KLAERS

SIX WORST THINGS ABOUT RESTORING A CORSAIR would have had some type of standardization by that point. Then

1) The gull wing makes everything you have to work on from there are the spot-welded subassemblies. Basically the whole air-
the cockpit forward a real grind. Slip and slide, twist and grind — frame is spot-welded, anodized, and assembled. This is not like most
it does it all to you. In fact, two-weeks after finishing the Corsair, | aircraft where you drill a skin off, make a new one, and then rivet
had ligaments put into my left knee — something | have lived with-  the new skin on. De-skinning a Corsair means the total destruction

out for over 35-years! of the skin or structure — an added dilemma for the restorer

3) Painting the aircraft Glossy Sea Blue. Paint is always a restorer’s
mare to find different degree bolts, alien-looking attaching hard- biggest nightmare.

ware, and the like. You would have thought that the military

2) Chance Vought and their weird hardware — what a night

4) High-speed raxi tests down the runway after restoration. Now
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Departing Colorado Springs, Jim went on
to almost immediately participate in the

Tico, Florida, airshow as well as US Navy
Tailhook Legacy Flight training.

Bill, Alan, and rthe whole gang and the

years, but afrer ralking 1o

Ball T realized

lim transferred the remains of

quality of their work, We spent hours
voing over the project, how it would be
handled, cre. T originally planned o have
the aircraft restored over a period of

the imporrance of completing the plane
in a timely manner and getting it out on
the airshow circuit where the Corsair
could continue Dad's original mission.”

NT71I3]T along with his other Corsair
components 1o Westlac and the project
got underway in January 2010 *We

knew Jim wanted the airplane complet

you really get the appreciation of torque and how far the engine sits
forward and how far the pilot sits aft. It is much easier just taking off
and landing

5) Rigging the main landing gear with the multiple chambers and all
of the monkey motion to get the gear in the wells and back out.

6) Warching the aircraft fly away to its new home. The Corsair has
been a part of your life for so long and to see it go leaves a void, But
knowing what it means to the owner makes it priceless.

OH... DID | MENTION THE # 111! GULL WING?

SIX BEST THINGS ABOUT RESTORING A CORSAIR

I) The bottom accessory compartment makes working on the
accessory area a mechanic's dream. It is big, roomy and even | can
stand up inside.

2) Itis a Navy aircraft — nothing is cooler than spreading and
folding the wings.

3) The gull wing. More people ask why the wing has that huge
bend. The gull wing is a real discussion point.

4) The cockpit of the Dash 4. It is nice to have a floor in the
cockpit so that when you drop something, you can actually find ic
withourt having to crawl through the belly of the aircraft with a mag-
net and searchlight.

5) The four-blade Hamiltan-Standard 24E60 propeller, Seeing this
prop next to the early 23E50 props makes this aircraft look great.

6) Working with Jim Tobul on this project and being able to see
his father Joe and Jim come back together again. Joe was a great guy
— we miss him.

ALAN WOJCIAK
SIX WORST THINGS ABOUT RESTORING A CORSAIR

1) Climbing into the cockpit. You have toa be a mountain
climber!

2) The structure of the airframe s very complex — especially
the wing center section.

3) The hydraulic system

4) The main landing gear shock struts: Getting them properly
serviced is a challenge.

5) Trying to sort through issues or prablems on out-sourced
components,

6) Trying to come up with a “Six Best” list.

SIX BEST THINGS ABOUT RESTORING A CORSAIR

1) The Corsair is an historic icon. After completing the
restoration, it is great to sec the plane come back to life on
the ramp.

2) Just being able to compare the engineering between
Chance Vought and the aircraft companies of the time like North
American, Republic, and Lockheed.

3) Not having too many final assembly problems or flight
test issues

4) In the case of Jim's Corsair, just seeing him get back into an
F4U-4 and doing a fabulous job getting up to speed again.

5) Getting the project done in the time the customer wanted.

6) Restoring a Corsair makes a P-47 or P-38B project
look easy! .
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Jim in the cockpit of the Corsair.

ed as soon as possible, so we originally had
tour of our craftsmen assigned full-rime 1o the
projecr,” stated Alan Wojciak. “As rhe air
craft progressed, we had 6/7 people on the
plane during the last few months.” In
February, the aircraft was ready for engine
rins and taxi rests, *1 did a lot of T-6 flying ro
prepare for getting back inro the Corsair's
cockpit,” said Jim. *1 also had decals made 1o
put on the plane once the painting was fin
ished so that the Corsair would appear exactly
has it had when Dad was flying the plane.”
Fhe first tesr flights went extremely
simoothly, with a minimal number of squawks.
Jim was making pretty regular trips to
Colorado Springs to build up hours and he had

put on an impressive 12-hrs by the time of our

5 March photo flight. The weather had
been pretty marginal, but Bill had moved
B-25] In The Mood out of irs hangar and
run the engines just 1o make surc every

thing was ready to go. Bill's son Scott
would be handling the copilot duries
Around noon, the skies suddenly cleared
and ir appearcd rthat the resr of the day
would be sun drenched. “This is
Colorado,” said Bill, “so we berter get
gomg right now!”

We had already briefed the photo
flight so the two Wrights and the Prare
& Whitney coughed into life and the
Mitchell and Corsair headed for the
acrive, After run-ups, we blasted down
rthe 11,000-ft Runway 35 and climbed

With drop tank firmly in place, Jim prepares to head home to South Carolina.
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Bill and Scott Klaers ready for the photo flight.

into an increasingly (ngid sky. When it
comes to formation flving, Jim is a real
pro and we did not need any radio com-
munications just a couple hand sig
nals for positioning. Bill and Scort estab-
lished a racerrack pattern north of the
field over open land and after 30-min of
tighr formation work; we headed back ro
Colorado Springs — just as the weather
began ro close in once again. Bill was
righr about the Colorado weather!

Back on the sround, we had a gond
debrief and evervone was very pleased
with the flicht. The Corsair wenr back
into the hangar to be serviced so that Jim
could take the plane home the nexr day
A Mk. 12 drop tank was lited and the
Corsair was lueled and oiled. The next
day, after a thorough nin-up, Jim headed
east for his first wirsshow at Tieo and for
practice wirh the Navy's Tailhook
Legacy Flight. The Korean War Hero was
buck where it belonged — in the air! AC
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