


_1 F'ebruzr~ 1945 : Total strength as of t -h is  date, 91 a and 34 Officers. 

Plenty of a c t i v i t y  today. Three missions resu l t ing  i n  t h e  rescue of four men. 
A t  1025 L t  Milburn and his crew toak off on a hot mission with a f i x  given as 
4.2024'~ 16050' E where a B-2% Bas  i n  trouble.  Arriving z t  the  'fix, sea marker 
was sighted with a dinghy wd four 'men i n  i t .  Sea #as idga l  fo r  a 1 anding and 
permission was given t o  lsnd. The B-2k was wrecked i n  t he  ditching operation; t he  
four men were t he  only  survivors as five more were k i l l e d i r ?  the  crash a d  another 
drovned. Take of3 was without incident. 

The men gicked up were a l l  from 461st Bomb Group, 767 Binb Squadron, and 
were Corporals Robert C Meal, Tqallace D Olsen, C a r l  a Peterson, and t5ll lm F 
1:ourse. 

Lt Yu-dck and crew took off a t  1130 i n  a B-17 fo r  Patrol  a f t e r  6 hours 
flying time re turn& t o  base without s ight ing anything but usual debris. 

Colonel Par6ue and crew flew a PBY ,mission fo r  over four hours; no ulmsual 
sightings or  incidents  . 

L t  E l l a r d  awarded the  Distinguished Flying Cross for a rescue effected 
26 December 1 9 U .  Titi? an extremely rough sea L t  brlllard pj.cked up a P-5'7 p i l o t  
and made a take off 16th seven foot  swells to hindar him. 

2 February 1945 

1.brri.s Herman, one of t h e  Headquartersf cooks v:as pronoted to PFC today. 

Yo uiissions o r  pa t ro l s .  

Very c;uiet today with no ,missions o r  pat rols .  

4 February 1945 

Another dull day oper ationdly--hothi= s t i r r i n g .  

2 February 1945 

Do p a b o l s  b d a ~ - ; o ~  3-17' with Lt Cy-pners and h i s  crev- and Esjor ?{dls ad 
.his PBP crew. Neither missiofi r esu l t ing  i n  mything un~sual. 

Sergeant MCDonough t o  hospitzl  tocley with sane d i f f i c u l t y  ~ 5 t h  t i s  eye. 

L t  Hicks 2nd crev mt on a short  ~ i s s i o n  with no sightings. 

'7 February 1945 

Three missions tod~~j r ;  T , t  FI11'~urn received a fix a t  42 06 ?T 1 5  09 3 for  a 9-17 
i n  d i s t r ~ s s .  .Uter f o r  mre thai f ive  hours of search ,  nothing wzs sighted. 



8 February 1945 

L t  151Surn i n  a ?BY v i  t h  n i s  crew and L t  Yhedbee i n  a 3-17 with his cremen 
flew a sezrch f o r  a P-51 p i l o t .  L t  Rhedbee spotted the  men i n  Mae Vest a d  drop?ed 
m i r e  f l oa t s .  The ?BY sighted the f l o a t s  zrl5 landed 'Lo pick the su rv imrs  up. A 
f ishing boat had arrived as the  f l oa t s  were dropped sild picked the men up, but he 
was then t ransferred t o  the P9P. After Cle xas taken abozrd, another f i x  was given 
th9 il-17 and PET and as the survivor wasn't in jured,  the  tvn a i r c r a f t  ~roceeded 
to the  new f i x .  Arriving a t  this second. f i x  one m a n  i n  a Kae West vras spotted 
5y L t  'fiedbee and 'snoke f l a r e s  uTere dropped, and an attempt was made to drop l i f e  
r a f t s  froin the  bomb bay but t h i s  was no t  successful. A boat came by and picked the  
survivor up. Although a second ~z.1 was reported to  be neer the scene of the  second 
rescue, h e  could not be located af ter  a carefvl  semch of the area. 

Sgt Y a r p  b.eck on duty +,odag aXter a shor t  stay a t  t he  61st S ta t ion  hospital.  

TVD nav igab r s  r e p ~ r t e d  i n  bod~y ;  due t o  the  t ransfer  of the two f l i g h t s  we 
havs been shor t  of navigators 2nd thes? .EPT~ vere welcome. A.!z/!ITo to5ay placed 
L t s  Cecil Trt Iq-ris and !-!wry !? hbore on tern?orary duty y.vith us u n t i l  some replace- 
ments arr ive  from t he  United States.  

9 February 7,345- 
7 

!To a c t i v i t y  t ~ d a y .  S t i l l  ro word of any ac t i v i t i e s  of our c r s m  i n  Malta. 
170 word from P i lo t s  i n  Basablaica. R i m r  s t i l l  pe rs i s t s  t h a t  VE  ill have new 
aircrafb vrhen the  p i l o t s  yeturn from there.  

Very quiet .  

11 February 1945 

One mission today. L t  'Xilburn a d  P9P crevr kook off a t  1015, rm into ra in  
and bad weather which hindered t he  sesrch. Had t!lree fixes but o n l y  debris could 
be found a t  the f i r s t  two and the a i r c r d t  vras forced to  return before s e z c h  muld 
be made i n  the  l a s t  f i x  given. 

Lincolnts Sirthdzy. Colonel Pzdue flew s ' m i s s i o ~  i n  sewch o f  a p-51 p i l o t .  
Arriving a t  the f i x  an x e a  f i l l e d  n t t h  eebr is  was found but  the body was com?letely 
submerged . 

Pf r, ?::~o:-ris Rerr~m .md Sergeant Stephen J Fal~rlo t o  hospitel In %&.ti. 

Three d s s i o n s  toda~r .  Lts Gyphers znd Tahedbee and t he i r  c rew went on patrol  
i n  t he  S 1 7 s  with no unusual ha~ylenings. ITajor :Tells and his  ?BY crew on patrol  ~5th 
no sightlngs . 

COX ?w&e 2m-l l?is crew went on a ~ e z r c h  p i s s ion  I z q t . i n s  f , n l~ r  ~ n i ?  a h a l l .  L-..-- 



I T 

but no sightings were made. Lt  Yunicir: hnd his  B-17 crevi were on a pa t ro l  vi tn no 
+usual events. 

%rd was received. t h a t  droppable lLeeboats f o r  our u n i t  were i n  Naples end 
tomorrow our E-17s s t a r t  f o r  ?<2ples t o  be f i t t e d .  It i s  m r e d  t h a t  upobn corn?- 
l e t i o n  the  5-17s and the  c r e w  v 6 l l  leave us. 

1 5  February i945 

It i s  now know t h a t  our crews were a t  Br'sltz t o  perforn a i r sea  rescue duty 
for  t h e  'Big Threef. Dur'ug the  tirae our crews vere in Yalta, President Roosevelt, 
Elr Churchill, and Russia1 s Joseph S t a l i n  met a t  Yalta f o r  the  p r p s e  of discussing 
proceedure a f t e r  VE dav. All durirg t h i s  s t ag  cur crews had no a i r c r a f t  t o  use 
i n  case any smergency did  a r i se .  However, L t  Uil lxrd and L t  Qnesi and Ward did 
manage t o  pick up our old  c r z f t  a t  Port  Lvautey 2nd went t o  Athens, Qeece, to stand 
vy t h e ~ e  f o r  any eventually. 

The crews s t a r t ed  t o  cone back from X d t a  today ; f i r s t  to  arr ive  xere ~t Colnon 
Fl ight  Officer D i e s t ,  Sergeants Lasater and Pe t i l e .  P11 looked well fed and had 
nothing but pr iase  f o r  t h e  Bri t i sh  who took care of them during t h s  ~ t a y  on the 
much bombed Island. 

P v t  m n d d  G Schi r tz  was promted t o  PFC today. 

Tv:o pat rols  today on E l 7  w i t h  Lt  Yicks and h i s  crew, and 3. PBY with Najor 
?ie l ls  a t  the  controls. Neither c r a f t  had arly excietunent. 

16  February 1945 

Two ps t ro l s  today; one PBY with Lt Eilburn a d  a E-17 crew with L t  Whedbee 
i n  chzrge. Weather was very bad most of the  time a d  the  v i s i b i l i t y  was one-hdf 
rnile . 
17  February 1945 

Yore men i n  from Malta today, leaving jus t  e fev? there now. Three missing 
planes. reported today--giving us three  missions. Tvm 171 s on patrol  16 th  no events. 
L t  Flicks and L t  Yanick with t h e i r  cre:.rs dido the honors. Col Pardue i n  PSV on 
a mission also, arriving a t  t h e  f i x  a inan i n  a pn-rachute was sighted submerged 
coapletdy.  A second f i x  was given the  Colonel but no sightings were made. 

18 February 1945 

The las t ,  nen fro;! bfalta arrived. Lt, E:oore l e f t  f o r  his o m  uni t ;  Captain 
Jack F!as!kins l e f t  f o r  t h e  7th Feplscenent De-mt for  30 da2-s detached service i n  the  
S tz tes .  

L t  E.!illard and his crew out on a patrol  today i n  a Cztzlina ~ i t h  no unusual 
events . 

Sgt Carter to hospital  f o r  observation. L t  Tabu rn  o n  a FBy p a t r o l  v,i..th no 
s i  $1 t ings . 





JEADQUAFiTERS FLI GET 

Lt  Col 
Ifla j o r  
Major 
Captain 
Captain 

Captain 
1 s t  L t .  
1 s t  L t .  

1 s t  Sgt .  
Iiq Sgt .  
M Sgt 
s Sgt 
S Sgt  
S Sgt 
S Sgt 
S Sgt 

Sgt 
CPE 
Cpl 
Cpl 
C P ~  
Pfc  
Pvt 

Captain 
1st  L t .  

1st L t .  
1st L t *  
1 s t  L t *  
1 s t  L t *  
2nd L t .  
2nd L t .  
F/O 

T Sgt 
S Sgt 
S Sgt 
S Sgt 
S Sgt 
S Sgt 

L i , t  t l e t o n  J. Pardue 
Tialdo A .  Regnier 
Robert M. Wells 
P h i l i p  H. Dwyer 
Jack D. Ogle 

Walter N. Searfoss  
J .  P .  m R T  
W i l l i a m  B. %Veiling, Jr. 

Manuel J. Loef f l e r  
Edwin ldoore 
Culver A .  'flightman 
Wil l ie  J. Bourque 
Rolland D. Connell 
Ralph W. Curr ier  
John J. Fay 
Robert R .  Rumphreys 
Richard R . Reilman 
Joseph F. Miccile 
C l i f f o r d  J. Muir 
Carro l l  R e  Naves 
Charles W. Cooksey 
Olin D .  Eber l in  
George L. Finney 
Jerry A .  1.Telcher 
Morris Rerman 
E l i o t  Gambet 

FLIGrn "A" 

Thomas IJ .Ruckman 
Truman L. Baldridge 

Redmond '8. Colnon 
Charles I). Mil lard 
John H. l?ork 
Jarfles 3. S t a n s i f e r ,  Jr . 
Edward J. Kaminski 
James W. Onesi 
Daniel B. P r i e s t  11 

Dan C .  Brown 
Allen B. Cox 
Theodore J.  Barlund 
Mar s h a l l  F . Fagg, Jr . 
Paul A .  Lasater  
Kenneth E. P e t t l e  
Elmer C .  Rhodes 

Squadron Commander 
Squadron Surgeon 
Operations Officer 
Sq Engineering Officer 
Sq Mess, Supply and 

Transportation 0 .  
Sq Adjutant 
Sq Communications 0 .  
Sq Navigator 

F l i g h t  Commander 
F l igh t  Kess, Supply B 

Transportat ion 0 .  
Navigator 
P i l o t  
Operations Kc I n t e l .  0 .  
F l i g h t  Engineering 0 .  
P i l o t  
Navigator 
P i l o t  



Sgt 
S g t  
Sgt 
S g t  
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
s g t  
Sgt 
Cpl 
C P ~  
C P ~  
01 
C P ~  
Pfc  
Pvt 
llvt 

Captain 
Cap t aln 
1st L t .  
2nd L t .  
2nd L t .  
2nd L t .  
2nd L t .  

Ivl Sgt 
T Sgt 
T Sgt 
S Sgt 
S Sgt 
S Sgt 
S Sgt 
S Sgt 
S Sgt 
S Sgt 
S Sgt. 
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 
Sgt 

C P ~  
C P ~  

Raymond 3. b y e r  
Robert B. Corkett 
Louis A .  Cyr 
Donald H. Godwin 
R Craig Xutchinson 
Joseph Kansa 
Mort Kiser 
Renry ?JcDonough 
Geno G .  P o s t e r l i  
Edward C .  Costello 
Edvin R . Lem 
Arlo C .  Martin 
Joseph C.C .E. Messier 
George H. Wehrlin 
A l b e ~ t  E ,  Weber 
Pasquale Fest inese 
Homey B. McLvlullen 

FLIGHT "B" 

Walter B. Wilburn, Jr. 
Jack T . ' Raskins 
Charles F ,  Eisman,  Jr . 
Frederick C .  Lanz 
Charles Luger 
Joseph D. Eurphy 
David F. Shiphorst  

Paul H. Kutz 
Gordon R .  Schultz 
Gaither E .  White 
Jess  L.  Brooks 
Stanley F. Giza 
Charles E. Gorrel l  
Pat J. Hughes 
Gus H. Kiesclmick 
Joseph F. Tessa 
John Bargo Jr. 
Allen J. Wort 
Arthur M.  Season 
Paul E. Bradley 
Zherson X. Mitchell 
3obert  A .  flelson 
John J. OfBrien 
B i l l y  H. Utley 
Gordon H. iVortz 
Har ion I?. Beil 
George D. Bragg 
Winn D.  Currie 

F l i gh t  Commander 
Fl i gh t  Surgeon 
? P l o t  
P i l o t  
Navigator 
P i l o t  
P i l o t  

Cpl. John 8 .  Russell  
Cpl John - . Schnelder 



C P ~  
Pfc 
Pfc 
Pf c 
Pf c 

FLIGHT "Bn (CONID) 

Salvador V i l l  a r r e a l  
Tydes W. Alley, Sr. 
James hl.  Foster 
Donald G. Schirtz 
Antonio A. Teixeira 
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