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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESSES AND
STATE PAPERS

REMARKS AT THE DINNER OF THE PERIODI-
CAL PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION OF AMER-
ICA. THE NEW WILLARD, WASHINGTON,
D. C, APRIL 7, 1904

My. Chairman and Gentlemen:

It is always a pleasure to a man in public life
to meet the real governing classes. I wish to
bid you welcome to Washington this evening, and
to say but one word of greeting to you, and that
word shall take the form of a warning. I did
not speak in jest when I alluded to you as represen-
tatives of the governing classes. 1 think that we
of the United States can not keep too fresh in our
minds the fact that the men ultimately responsible
for the Government are not the representatives of
the people, but the people themselves, and that there-
fore heavy is the responsibility that lies upon the
people and above all upon those who do the most
toward shaping the thought of the people. In the
days of my youth I was a literary man myself. In
reading a book recently, a series of essays, I was
immensely struck by one thought developed in it.
The writer, one of our greatest scholars, was speak-
ing of the fact that freedom could not exist unless
there went with it a thorough appreciation of re-

1—VoL. XV (5}
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sponsibility, and he used a phrase somewhat like this
—that among all peoples there must be restraint; if
there is no restraint the result is inevitably anarchy.
That means the negation of all government, and
the negation of all government of course means the
negation of popular government; and that therefore
there must be restraint, and that therefore a free
people had merely substituted self-restraint for ex-
ternal restraint; and the permanence of our freedom
as a people, the permanence of our liberties, depends
upon the way in which we show and exercise that
self-restraint.

There must be much more than good laws to
make a good people. The man whose morality is
expressed simply in the non-infringement of the law
is a pretty poor creature. Unless our average citi-
zenship is based upon a good deal more than the
mere observance of the laws on the statute books—
that, of course, is the preliminary—that, of course,
is the beginning—but unless it is based on more
than that then our average citizenship can never
produce the kind of government which it must and
will produce. So far from liberty, from freedom,
from responsible self-government, being things that
come easily and to any peoples, they are peculiarly
things that can come only to the highly developed
peoples. Only peoples capable, not merely of mas-
tering others, but of mastering themselves, can
achieve real liberty, can achieve real self-govern-
ment; and for that self-mastery, for the cultivation
of the spirit of self-restraint which is but another
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side of the spirit of seli-reliance, we must rely to
no small degree upon those who furnish us much
of the thought of the great bulk of our people who
think most. Therefore, gentlemen, in greeting you
here to-night I wish not merely to welcome you,
but to say that I trust every man of you feels the
weight of the responsibility that rests upon him.
The man who writes, the man who month in and
month out, week in and week out, day in and day
out, furnishes the material which is to do its part
in shaping the thoughts of our people is fundamen-
tally the man who, more than any other, determines
what kind of character, and therefore ultimately
what kind of government, this people shall possess.
I believe in the future of this people; I believe in
the growth and greatness of this country, because I
believe that fundamentally you and those like you
approach your task in the proper spirit. It seems
to me that because of the very fact that we are so
confident in the greatness of our country and in our
country’s future, we should beware of any undue
levity, of any spirit of mere boastfulness, of that
most irritating of all qualities, not the most noxious,
but the most irritating of all qualities—the tendency
to depreciate others and thereby exalt ourselves.
Courtesy among individuals is a good thing, but
international courtesy is quite as good a thing. If
there is any one quality to be deprecated in a public
man and in a public writer alike, it is the using of
language which without any corresponding gain to
ourselves tends to produce irritation among nations
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with whom we ought to be on friendly terms. Na-
tions are now brought much nearer together than
they formerly were. Steam, electricity, the im-
mense spread of the newspaper press in all coun-
tries, the way in which so much of what is written
in any country is translated into the language of
another country, all of these facts have tended to
bring peoples closer together now. That ought to
and I think in the future will tell predominantly for
good; but it does not help us in the least to be
brought closer together with other peoples if they
merely find our unamiable traits more strongly
marked than they thought. We can rest assured
that no man ever thinks better of us because we
point out his salient defects; and no nation is ever
won to a kindlier feeling toward us if we adopt
toward it a tone which we would resent if adopted
toward us.

We have a very large field for warring against
evil here at home. When we have made things all
as they should be in Nation, State, and municipality
here at home, then we can talk about reforming the
rest of mankind ; but meanwhile let us begin at home.

ADDRESS AT THE PRIZE DAY EXERCISES AT
GROTON SCHOOL, GROTON, MASS., MAY
24, 1904

Mr. Recior, and Boys, and Fellow-Parents:

All T shall have to say to you to-day will be
simply in the line of illustrating what the Rector
has said, for it seems to me that he has preached
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just about the right gospel of life as we ought to
learn it; and let me at the beginning thank the
Rector for what I shall hope was a personal allu-
sion to me, because it is the only time in my life
that I have been even indirectly compared to Apollo.
When the comparison was made I saw the Bishop
look self-conscious, so I wish to put in my claim
first.

I want to speak to you first of all as regards your
duties as boys; and in the next place as regards your
duties as men; and the two things hang together.
The same qualities that make a decent boy make
a decent man. They have different manifestations,
but fundamentally they are the same. 1f a boy has
not got pluck and honesty and common-sense he is
a pretty poor creature; and he is a worse creature
if he is a man and lacks any one of those three
traits.

I was struck, Mr. Peabody, by what you said as
to the attitude these boys should have in college.
The boys from a school like this—from Groton,
from St. Mark’s, from St. Paul’s, from any of
these schools—if they are worth their salt, if they
have real loyalty and not merely lip-loyalty to
their schools, ought to go to Columbia, Princeton,
Yale, Harvard, with the firm intention of so carry-
ing themselves that Groton, St. Mark’s, St. Paul’s,
and the other schools shall not be sneered at be-
cause of anything they do. You are not entitled,
either in college or in after life, to an ounce of
privilege because you have been at Groton—not an
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ounce; but we are entitled to hold you to an ex-
ceptional accountability because you have been at
Groton. Because much has been given to you,
therefore we have a right to expect much from you;
and we have a right to expect that you shall begin
to give that much just as soon as you leave school
and go to college, so that you shall count when you
are there.

I read the other day in a very bright college book
a sentence that grated on me because of a sneer it
contained at the ‘“shoals of freshmen from church
schools,” which implied that they did not so con-
duct themselves as to add weight for what was
best in college life. I do not think such sneers are
justified; but you are peculiarly liable to such
sneers, and therefore you should be peculiarly care-
ful to walk so as not to be suspected of deserving
them. We have a right to expect that you will,
from the outset, and without showing yourselves
varieties of that most obnoxious of creatures, the
prig, handle yourselves decently, so as to be a
force for what is decent and right in college.

Another thing: I was glad to hear the Rector,
in describing one pitfall that you are to avoid, use
just exactly the right word when he asked you to
be careful not to turn out snobs. Now, there are
in our civic and social life very much worse crea-
tures than snobs, but none more contemptible.
(By the way—this is not speaking to the boys,
but to the parents—I have had the good luck to
have my boys go to the public schools before they
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came here.) If you have any stuff in you at all,
and try to amount to anything in after life, you
will not remain snobs even if you start as such. It
will be taken out of you very soon and very roughly
if you go into any real work. Go into politics—
go to your district convention, and try to carry it
on the snob basis and see how far you will get. The
thing that will strike you in just about a week is
that there are a whole lot of able people sliding
around this planet. The fact that the individual
opposed to you does not wear a cravat, and does
wear a saw-edge collar, does not imply that you
are going to carry the convention against him!
You will soon find that it is not his clothes but his
political sense and energy that control. You will
find that if you expect to do anything there will be
mighty little temptation to try to treat the men
with whom you are working on any basis save the
fundamental democratic basis of what they amount
to, and what you can show you amount to as com-
pared to them. So that if you go into life to do
anything, it is perfectly useless for me to tell you
to get rid of snobbery, because you will have to.
It is just as true in every other field as in politics.
Every man who works in philanthropy—and he
can do nothing in philanthropy unless he combines
a very earnest desire to accomplish what is decent
with the determination to accomplish it in practical
fashion (T shall speak of that later)—if he goes
into philanthropy and tries to do something in a col-
lege settlement, tries to do his part in working to
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disentangle the tangled knot of our social and civie
life, he will find just as soon as he gets interested
in his work he won’t care and won’t know who the
people are who are with him except as he judges
them by their fruits. The interest that you take
in him is, can a given man accomplish something?
1f he can not, then let him give place to the man
who can.

You see, all I am doing is to amplify here and
there the Rector’s speech. Take what was said
about scholarship. I came here intending to speak
to you along that same line, although in a slightly
different way, approaching it from a slightly differ-
ent aspect. I believe with all my heart in athletics,
in sport, and have always done as much thereof as
my limited capacity and my numerous duties would
permit; but I believe in bodily vigor chiefly because
I believe in the spirit that lies back of it. If a boy
can not go into athletics because he is not physically
able to, that does not count in the least against him.
He may be just as much of a man in after life as
if he could, because it is not physical address but
the moral quality behind it which really counts.
But if he has the physical ability and keeps out be-
cause he is afraid, because he is lazy, because he is
a mollycoddle, then I haven’t any use for him. If
he has not the right spirit, the spirit which makes
him scorn self-indulgence, timidity and mere ease,
that is if he has not the spirit which normally stands
at the base of physical hardihood, physical prowess,
then that boy does not amount to much, and he is
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not ordinarily going to amount to much in after
life. Of course, there are people with special abil-
ities so great as to outweigh even defects like
timidity and laziness, but the man who makes the
Republic what it is, if he has not courage, the ca-
pacity to show prowess, the desire for hardihood;
if he has not the scorn of mere ease, the scorn of
pain, the scorn of discomfort (all of them qualities
that go to make a man’s worth on an eleven or a
nine or an eight) ; if he has not something of that
sort in him then the lack is so great that it must be
amply atoned for, more than amply atoned for, in
other ways, or his usefulness to the community
will be small. So I Dbelieve heartily in physical
prowess, in the sports that go to make physical
prowess. I believe in them not only because of
the amusement and pleasure they bring, but because
I think they are useful. Yet I think you had a
great deal better never go into them than to go into
them with the idea that they are the chief end even
of school or college; still more of life. There was an
article in one of the “Atlantic” monthlies last year
which all parents (even those of the most limited
intellectual home development, Mr. Peabody!)
should read, by Lawrence Lowell, on the careers
in after life of those who have distinguished them-
selves as scholars and as athletes in college; and
the showing for the athletes was not as good, either,
as I had hoped or as I had expected that it would
have been. I believe that to have been in athletics
is an advantage to a man only if he realizes that
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even when he is in college it is not his chief end,
and if he realizes that once out of college it can not
be his end at all. It is a mighty good thing to be
a halfback on a varsity eleven; but it is a mighty
poor thing, when a man reaches the age of forty,
only to be able to say that he was once halfback on
an eleven. Do not lose the sense of proportion.
Remember that in life, and above all in the very
active, practical, workaday life on this continent,
the man who wins out must be the man who works.
He can not play all the time. He can not have play
as his principal occupation and win out. Let him
play; let him have as good a time as he can have.
I have a pity that is akin to contempt for the man
who does not have as good a time as he can out of
life. But let him work. Let him count in the
world. When he comes to the end of his life let
him feel he has pulled his weight and a little more.
A sound body is good; a sound mind is better; but
a strong and clean character is better than either.
In college it is not necessary to get into Phi Beta
Kappa, though that is desirable; but it is neces-
sary to work hard at your studies. It is necessary
to have the habit of application, the habit of subor-
dinating mere pleasure to serious duty, if you are
going to do really good work once you are out of
school and out of college. And while I would be
very sorry to see those who are in control here in
Groton lose that personal touch with their students
which has made them again and again keep a poor
scholar and thereby make in the end a good citizen;
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while I should be very sorry to see that policy re-
versed, still I am glad—TI do not know that the boys
will share my joy on this point—I am glad that the
standard of scholarship is to be raised.

Now, what I have to say to you yourselves, boys,
as to what you will amount to when you are men,
is in substance but a repetition of what I have al-
ready said. If you leave Groton, and the college to
which you afterward go, if you go to any—if you
leave simply with the feeling that you have had ten
delightful years; that you have just barely got
through your examinations; that you have gradu-
ated; that you are not positively disgraced; that
you have met decent people, and that life has been
easy and it won’t be your fault if it does not continue
as easy—if that is the feeling with which you have
left school and college, then you are poor creatures,
and there is small good that will ever come out of
you. Of course, the worst of all lives is the vicious
life; the life of a man who becomes a positive addi-
tion to the forces of evil in a community. Next to
that—and when I am speaking to people who, by
birth and training and standing, ought to amount
to a great deal, I have a right to say only second to
it in criminality—comes the life of mere vapid ease,
the ignoble life of a man who desires nothing from
his years but that they shall be led with the least
effort, the least trouble, the greatest amount of
physical enjoyment—or intellectual enjoyment of a
mere dilettante type. The life that is worth living,
and the only life that is worth living, is the life of
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effort, the life of effort to attain what is worth
striving for. Incidentally, of all the miserable peo-
ple that I know I should put high in the top rank
those who reach middle age having steadfastly
striven only to amuse themselves as they went
through life. If there ever was a pursuit which
stultified itself by its very conditions, it is the pur-
suit of pleasure as the all-sufficing end of life. Hap-
piness can not come to any man capable of enjoying
true happiness unless it comes as the sequel to duty
well and honestly done. To do that duty you need
to have more than one trait. You will meet plenty
of well-meaning people who speak to you as if one
trait were enough. That is not so. You might just
as well in any rough sport in any game, think that
a man could win by mere strength if he was clumsy;
or by mere agility and precision of movement with-
out strength; or by strength and agility if he had no
heart. You need a great many qualities to make a
successful man on a nine or an eleven; and just so
you need a great many different qualities to make a
good citizen. In the first place, of course it is al-
most tautological to say that to make a good citizen
the prime need is to be decent, clean in thought, clean
in mind, clean in action; to have an ideal and not to
keep that ideal purely for the study—to have an ideal
which you will in good faith strive to live up to
when you are out in life. If you have an ideal only
good while you sit at home, an ideal that nobody
can live up to in outside life, then I advise you
strongly to take that ideal, examine it closely, and
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then cast it away. It is not a good one. The ideal
that it is impossible for a man to strive after in
practical life is not the type of ideal that you wish
to hold up and follow. Be practical as well as gen-
erous in your ideals. Keep your eyes on the stars,
but remember to keep your feet on the ground. Be
truthful; a lie implies fear, vanity or malevolence;
and be frank; furtiveness and insincerity are faults
incompatible with true manliness. Be honest, and
remember that honesty counts for nothing unless
back of it lie courage and efficiency. If in this
country we ever have to face a state of things in
which on one side stand the men of high ideals who
are honest, good, well-meaning, pleasant people, ut-
terly unable to put those ideals into shape in the
rough field of practical life, while on the other side
are grouped the strong, powerful, efficient men with
no ideals: then the end of the Republic will be near.
The salvation of the Republic depends—the salva-
tion of our whole social system depends—upon
the production year by year of a sufficient num-
ber of citizens who possess high ideals combined
with the practical power to realize them in actual
life.

You often hear people speaking as if life was like
striving upward toward a mountain peak. That is
not so. Life is as if you were traveling a ridge
crest. You have the gulf of inefficiency on one
side and the gulf of wickedness on the other, and it
helps not to have avoided one gulf if you fall into
the other. It shall profit us nothing if our people are
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decent and ineffective. It shall profit us nothing if
they are efficient and wicked. In every walk of life,
in business, politics; if the need comes, in war; in
literature, science, art, in everything, what we need
is a sufficient number of men who can work well and
who will work with a high ideal. The work can
be done in a thousand different ways. Our public
life depends primarily not upon the men who occupy
public positions for the moment, because they are
but an infinitesimal fraction of the whole. Our pub-
lic life depends upon men who take an active inter-
est in that public life; who are bound to see public
affairs honestly and competently managed; but who
have the good sense to know what honesty and com-
petency actually mean. And any such man, if he
is both sane and high-minded, can be a greater help
and strength to any one in public life than you
can easily imagine without having had yourselves
the experience. It is an immense strength to a pub-
lic man to know a certain number of people to whom
he can appeal for advice and for backing; whose
character is so high that baseness would shrink
ashamed before them; and who have such good
sense that any decent public servant is entirely will-
ing to lay before them every detail of his actions,
asking only that they know the facts before they pass
final judgment. And now, gentlemen and ladies, I
must be pardoned for one personal allusion. We
have here to-day one man whom I have found ex-
actly to answer to that need, who stands as a strong
pillar for decency because he has high ideals com-
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bined with practical common-sense; and that is
Bishop Lawrence.

Well, I guess I have said about all I have to say.
Success does not lie entirely in the hands of any one
of us. From the day the tower of Siloam fell, mis-
fortune has fallen sometimes upon the just as well
as the unjust. We sometimes see the good man, the
honest man, the strong man, broken down by forces
over which he had no control. If the hand of the
Lord is heavy upon us the strength and wisdom of
man shall avail nothing. But as a rule in the long
run each of us comes pretty near to getting what he
deserves. Each of us can, as a rule—there are, of
course, exceptions—finally achieve the success best
worth having, the success of having played his part
honestly and manfully; of having lived so as to feel
at the end he has done his duty; of having been a
good husband, a good father; of having tried to
make the world a little better off rather than worse
off because he has lived; of having been a doer of
the word and not a hearer only—still less a mere
critic of the doers. Every man has it in him, unless
fate is indeed hard upon him, to win out that meas-
ure of success if he will honestly try.

There are two kinds of success to be won. In
the first place, there is success in doing the thing
that can only be done by the exceptional man.
Therefore most of us can not achieve this kind of
success. It comes only to the man who has very
exceptional qualities. The other kind, a very, very
high kind, is the ordinary kind of success, the suc-
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cess that comes to the man who does the things
which most men could do, but which they do not do;
which comes to the man who develops or possesses
to a higher degree the qualities that all of us have to
a greater or less extent. In the history of the world
some of the men who stand high—who stand in all
but the very highest places—are those who have not
possessed any wonderful genius in statecraft, war,
art, literature—in whatever calling; but who have
developed within themselves, by long, patient effort,
resolutely maintained in spite of repeated failure, the
ordinary, everyday, humdrum qualities of courage,
of resolution, of proper appreciation of the relative
importance of things; of honesty, of truth, of good
sense, of unyielding perseverance. We can each one
of us develop to a very high degree these qualities;
and if we do so develop them, each one of us is sure
of a measure of success; and I greet you here on
this twentieth anniversary of the founding of Groton
School because I feel that Groton School is one of
those institutions which pre-eminently stand for the
development of precisely those qualities among the
boys whom it sends forth to be American men,
American citizens, to do honor to themselves and
their school by honoring the commonwealth to which
we all belong.
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ADDRESS AT GETTYSBURG, PA., MEMORIAL
DAY, MAY 30, 1904
Governor, and You, my Fellow-Citizens:

It is indeed a pleasure to greet you to-day. In
greeting all I, of course, greet above all others the
men to whom we owe it that we are here to-day,
or that we have a country of which to be proud—
the men who fought to a finish the great Civil War.
And, having greeted first those at one end of the
line, I want to speak of the others and say I was
exceedingly pleased to see the children. Also let
me say a word of greeting in your behalf, my com-
rades of the Civil War, to the regulars who were
here to-day as an escort—to the men who now wear
the uniform of “Uncle Sam,” and wear it hon-
orably to defend the flag as you defended it in your
youth and early manhood. The memories of this
field are inextricably entwined in our hearts with
the great deeds of the leaders of the past, as one
by one the men who here signalized themselves
have passed away.

Governor Pennypacker alluded to the fact that
to-day Pennsylvania mourns its senior Senator.
The regiment which Senator Quay was instru-
mental in raising took part in the battle of Gettys-
burg—the battle in which Governor Pennypacker
shared. Senator Quay was not with it here; he
had gone with another regiment, and it is appro-
priate at this time to recall the fact that when the
term of service of that regiment expired, just be-
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fore the battle of Fredericksburg, Senator Quay
declined to accept the discharge and continued as
a volunteer with the army that fought at Fred-
ericksburg and won the medal of honor on that
bloody day.

The place where we now are has won a double
distinction. Here was fought one of the great
battles of all time, and here was spoken one of the
few speeches which shall last through the ages.
As long as this Republic endures or its history is
known, so long shall the memory of the Battle of
Gettysburg likewise endure and be known; and as
long as the English tongue is understood, so long
shall Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg speech thrill
the hearts of mankind.

The Civil War was a great war for righteous-
ness; a war waged for the noblest ideals, but waged
also in thoroughgoing, practical fashion. That is
why you won then—because you had the ideals,
because you had the lift of soul in you, and be-
cause also you had the right stuff in you to make
those ideals count in actual life. You had to have
the ideals, but if you had not been able to march
and shoot you could not have put them into prac-
tice. It was one of the few wars which mean, in
their successful outcome, a lift toward better things
for the nations of mankind. Some wars have
meant the triumph of order over anarchy and li-
centiousness masquerading as liberty; some wars
have meant the triumph of liberty over tyranny
masquerading as order; but this victorious war of
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ours meant the triumph of both liberty and order,
the triumph of orderly liberty, the bestowal of civil
rights upon the freed slaves, and at the same time
the stern insistence on the supremacy of the na-
tional law throughout the length and breadth of
the land. Moreover, this was one of those rare
contests in which it was to the immeasurable interest
of the vanquished that they should lose, while at the
same time the victors acquired the precious privilege
of transmitting to those who came after them, as a
heritage of honor forever, not only the memory
of their own valiant deeds, but the memory of the
deeds of those who, no less valiantly and with
equal sincerity of purpose, fought against the stars
in their courses. The war left to us all, as fellow-
countrymen, as brothers, the right to rejoice that
the Union has been restored in indestructible shape
in a country where slavery no longer mocks the
boast of freedom, and also the right to rejoice with
exultant pride in the courage, the self-sacrifice, and
the devotion, alike of the men who wore the blue
and the men who wore the gray.

He is but a poor American who, looking at this
field, does not feel within himself a deeper rever-
ence for the Nation’s past and a higher purpose to
make the Nation’s future rise level to her past.
Here fought the chosen sons of the North and the
South, the East and the West. The armies which
on this field contended for the mastery were veteran
armies, hardened by long campaigning and desper-
ate fighting into such instruments of war as no



24 Presidential Addresses

other nation then possessed. The severity of the
fighting is attested by the proportionate loss—a
loss unrivaled in any battle of similar size since the
close of the Napoleonic struggles; a loss which in
certain regiments was from three-fourths to four-
fifths of the men engaged. Every spot on this field
has its own associations of soldierly duty nobly
done, of supreme self-sacrifice freely rendered.
The names of the chiefs who served in the two
armies form a long honor roll; and the enlisted
men were worthy, and even more than worthy, of
those who led them. Every acre of this ground
has its own associations. We see where the fight
thundered through and around the village of Get-
tysburg; where the artillery formed on the ridges;
where the cavalry fought; where the hills were at-
tacked and defended; and where, finally, the great
charge surged up the slope only to break on the
summit in the bloody spray of gallant failure.
But the soldiers who won at Gettysburg, the
soldiers who fought to a finish the Civil War and
thereby made their countrymen forever their debt-
ors, have left us far more even than the memories of
the war itself. They fought for four years in order
that on this Continent those who came after them,
their children and their children’s children, might
enjoy a lasting peace. They took arms not to de-
stroy, but to save liberty; not to overthrow, but to
establish the supremacy of the law. The crisis
which they faced was to determine whether or not
this people was fit for self-government and, there-
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fore, fit for liberty. Freedom is not a gift which
can be enjoyed save by those who show them-
selves worthy of it. In this world no privilege can
be permanently appropriated by men who have not
the power and the will successfully to assume the
responsibility of using it aright. In his recent ad-
mirable little volume on freedom and responsibility
in democratic government, President Hadley of
Yale has pointed out that the freedom which is
worth anything is the freedom which means self-
government and not anarchy. Freedom thus con-
ceived is a constructive force, which enables an
intelligent and good man to do better things than
he could do without it; which is in its essence the
substitution of self-restraint for external restraint
—the substitution of a form of restraint which
promotes progress for the form which retards it.
This is the right view to take of freedom; but it
can only be taken if there is a full recognition of
the close connection between liberty and responsi-
bility in every domain of human thought and action.
It was essentially the view taken by Abraham
Lincoln, and by all those who, when the Civil War
broke out, realized that in a self-governing democ-
racy those who desire to be considered fit to enjoy
liberty must show that they know how to use it
with moderation and justice in peace, and how to
fight for it when it is jeoparded by malice domestic
or foreign levy.

The lessons they taught us are lessons as appli-
cable in our everyday lives now as in the rare times
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of great stress. The men who made this field for-
ever memorable did so because they combined the
power of fealty to a lofty ideal with the power of
showing that fealty in hard, practical, common-
sense fashion. They stood for the life of effort,
not the life of ease. They had that love of coun-
try, that love of justice, that love of their fellow-
men, without which power and resourceful efficiency
but make a man a danger to his fellows. Yet, in
addition thereto, they likewise possessed the power
and the efficiency; for otherwise their high purpose
would have been barren of result. They knew each
how to act for himself, and yet each how to act with
his fellows. They learned, as all the generation
of the Civil War learned, that rare indeed is the
chance to do anything worth doing by one sudden
and violent effort. The men who believed that
the Civil War would be ended in ninety days, the
men who cried loudest “On to Richmond,” if they
had the right stuff in them speedily learned their
error; and the war was actually won by those who
settled themselves steadfastly down to fight for three
years, or for as much longer as the war might last,
and who gradually grew to understand that the
triumph would come, not by a single brilliant vic-
tory, but by a hundred painful and tedious cam-
paigns. In the East and the West the columns ad-
vanced and recoiled, swayed from side to side, and
again advanced; along the coasts the black ships
stood endlessly off and on before the hostile forts;
generals and admirals emerged into the light, each
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to face his crowded hour of success or failure; the
men in front fought; the men behind supplied and
pushed forward those in front; and the final victory
was due to the deeds of all who played their parts
well and manfully, in the scores of battles, in the
countless skirmishes, in march, in camp, or in re-
serve, as commissioned officers, or in the ranks—
wherever and whenever duty called them. That is
why the title that most appeals to you now is the
title of comrade, by which the private in the ranks
and the lieutenant-general address one another, be-
cause each did his duty and asks no more than
recognition of that fact. Just so it must be for us
in civil life. We can make and keep this country
worthy of the men who gave their lives to save it,
only on condition that the average man among us
on the whole does his duty bravely, loyally, and
with common-sense, in whatever position life allots
to him. Exactly as in time of war courage is the
cardinal virtue of the soldier, so in time of peace
homnesty, using the word in its deepest and broadest
significance, is the essential basic virtue, without
which all else avails nothing. National greatness
is of slow growth. It can not be forced and yet be
stable and enduring; for it is based fundamentally
upon national character, and national character is
stamped deep in a people by the lives of many gen-
erations. The men who went into the army had to
submit to discipline, had to submit to restraint
through the government of the leaders they had
chosen, as the price of winning. So we, the people,
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can preserve our liberty and our greatness in time
of peace only by ourselves exercising the virtues of
honesty, of self-restraint, and of fair dealing be-
tween man and man. In all the ages of the past
men have seen countries lose their liberty, because
their people could not restrain and order themselves,
and therefore forfeited the right to what they were
unable to use with wisdom,.

It was because you men of the Civil War both
knew how to use liberty temperately and how to de-
fend it at need that we and our children and our
children’s children shall hold you in honor forever.
Here, on Memorial Day, on this great battlefield, we
commemorate not only the chiefs who actually won
this battle; not only Meade, and his lieutenants,
Hancock and Reynolds and Howard and Sickles,
and the many others whose names flame in our
annals; but also the chiefs who had made the Army
of the Potomac what it was, and those who after-
ward led it in the campaigns which were crowned at
Appomattox; and furthermore those who made and
used its sister armies: McClellan, with his extraor-
dinary genius for organization; Rosecrans; Buell;
Thomas, the unyielding, the steadfast; and that
great trio, Sherman, Sheridan, and last and greatest
of all, Grant himself, the silent soldier whose ham-
mer-like blows finally beat down even the prowess of
the men who fought against him. Above all we
meet here to pay homage to the officers and enlisted
men who served and fought and died, without hav-
ing, as their chiefs had, the chance to write their
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names on the tablets of fame; to the men who
marched and fought in the ranks, who were buried
in long trenches on the ficld of battle, who died in
cots marked only by numbers in the hospitals; who,
if they lived, when the war was over, went back
each to his task on the farm or in the town, to do
his duty in peace as he had done it in war; to take
up the threads of his working life where he had
dropped them when the trumpets of the Nation
pealed to arms. To-day, all over this land our
people meet to pay reverent homage to the dead
who died that the Nation might live; and we
pay homage also to their comrades who are still
with us.

All are at one now, the sons of those who wore
the blue and the sons of those who wore the gray,
and all can unite in paying respect to the memory of
those who fell, each of them giving his life for his
duty as he saw it; and all should be at one in learn-
ing from the deaths of these men how to live use-
fully while the times call for the performance of the
countless necessary duties of everyday life, and how
to hold ourselves ready to die nobly should the
Nation ever again demand of her sons the splen-
did ultimate proof of loyalty to her and to the
flag. .

REMARKS AT THE WASHINGTON MEMORIAL
CHAPEL, VALLEY FORGE, PA., JUNE 19, 1904
It is a great pleasure to come here this afternoon

and say a word on behalf of the project to erect a

2—VoL. XV
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memorial chapel on this great historic site. Three
weeks ago I was at the field where the bloodiest and
most decisive battle of the Civil War was fought,
and it is a noteworthy thing that this State of Penn-
sylvania should have within its borders the places
which mark the two turning points in our history—
Gettysburg, which saw the high-tide of the Rebel-
lion—Valley Forge, which saw the getting beyond
the danger point of the Revolution.

There have been two great crises in our national
history—two crises where failure meant the absolute
breaking asunder of the Nation—one the Revolution-
ary War, one the Civil War. If the men who took
to arms in '76 for national independence had failed,
then not merely would there never have been a
national growth on this Continent, but the whole
spirit of nationality for the younger lands of the
world would have perished still-born. If the men of
61 had failed in the great struggle for national
unity it would have meant that the work done by
Washington and his associates might almost or quite
as well have been left undone. There would have
been no point in commemorating what was done at
Valley Forge if Gettysburg had not given us the
national right to commemorate it. If we were now
split up into a dozen wrangling little communities,
if we lacked the power to keep away here on our
own Continent, within our own lines, or to show our-
selves a unit as against foreign aggression, then,
indeed, the Declaration of Independence would read
like empty sound, and the Constitution would not be
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worth the paper upon which it was written, save as
a study for antiquarians.

There have been other crises than those that cul-
minated during the War for Independence and the
great Civil War, there have been great deeds and
great men at other periods of our national history,
but there never has been another deed vital to the
welfare of the Nation save the two—the deed of
those who founded and the deed of those who saved
the Republic. There never has been another man
whose life has been vital to the Republic save Wash-
ington and Lincoln. I am not here to say anything
about Lincoln, but I do not see how any American
can think of either of them without thinking of the
other too, because they represent the same work.
Think how fortunate we are as a Nation. Think
what it means to us as a people that our young men
should have as their ideals two men, not conquerors,
not men who have won glory by wrong-doing ; not
men whose lives were spent in their own advance-
ment, but men who lived, one of whom died, that
the Nation might grow steadily greater and better
—the man who founded the Republic and took no
glory from it himself save what was freely given
him by his fellow-citizens, and that only in the shape
of a chance of rendering them service, and the man
who afterward saved the Republic, who saved the
state, without striking down liberty. Often in his-
tory a state has been saved and liberty struck down
at the same time. Lincoln saved the Union and
lifted the cause of liberty higher than before.
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Washington created the Republic, rose by statecraft
to the highest position, and used that position only
for the welfare of his fellows and for so long as his
fellows wished him to keep it.

It is a good thing that of these great landmarks
of our history—Gettysburg and Valley Forge—
one should commemorate a single tremendous effort
and the other what we need, on the whole, much
more commonly, and what I think is, on the whole,
rather more difficult to do—long-sustained effort.
Only men with a touch of the heroic in them could
have lasted out that three days’ struggle at Gettys-
burg. Only men fit to rank with the great men of
all time could have beaten back the mighty on-
slaught of that gallant and wonderful army of
Northern Virginia, whose final supreme effort faded
at the stone wall on Cemetery Ridge on that July
day forty-one years ago.

But after all, hard though it is to rise to the su-
preme height of self-sacrifice and of effort at a time
of crisis that is short, to rise to it for a single great
effort—it is harder yet to rise to the level of a crisis
when that crisis takes the form of needing constant,
patient, steady work, month after month, year after
year, when, too, it does not end after a terrible strug-
gle in a glorious day—when it means months of
gloom and effort steadfastly endured, and triumph
wrested only at the very end.

Here at Valley Forge Washington and his Con-
tinentals warred not against the foreign soldiery,
but against themselves, against all the appeals of our
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nature that are most difficult to resist—against dis-
couragement, discontent, the mean envies and jeal-
ousies, and heart-burnings sure to arise at any time
in large bodies of men, but especially sure to arise
when defeat and disaster have come to large bodies
of men. Here the soldiers who carried our national
flag had to suffer from cold, from privation, from
hardship, knowing that their foes were well housed,
knowing that things went easier for the others than
it did for them. And they conquered, because they
had in them the spirit that made them steadfast, not
merely on an occasional great day, but day after day
in the life of daily endeavor to do duty well.
When two lessons are both indispensable, it seems
hardly worth while to dwell more on one than on the
other. Yet I think that as a people we need more
to learn the lesson of Valley Forge even than that
of Gettysburg. I have not the slightest anxiety but
that this people, if the need should come in the
future, will be able to show the heroism, the supreme
effort that was shown at Gettysburg, though it may
well be that it would mean a similar two years of
effort, checkered by disaster, to lead up to it. But
the vital thing for this Nation to do is steadily to
cultivate the quality which Washington and those
under him so pre-eminently showed during the win-
ter at Valley Forge—the quality of steady adherence
to duty in the teeth of difficulty, in the teeth of dis-
couragement, and even disaster, the quality that
makes a man do what is straight and decent, not
one day when a great crisis comes, but every day,
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day in and day out, until success comes at the
end.

Of course, all of us are agreed that a prime na-
tional need is the need of commemorating the
memories of the men who did greatly, thought
highly, who fought, suffered, endured, for the
Nation. It is a great thing to commemorate their
lives; but, after all, the worthy way to do so is to
try to show by our lives that we have profited by
them. If we show that the lives of the great men
of the-past have been to us incitements to do well
in the present, then we have paid to them the only
homage which is really worthy of them. If we
treat their great deeds as matters merely for idle
boasting, not as spurring us on to effort, but as ex-
cusing us from effort, then we show that we are not
worthy of our sires, of the people who went before
us in the history of our land. What we as a people
need more than aught else is the steady performance
of the everyday duties of life, not with hope of
reward, but because they are duties.

I spoke of how we felt that we had in Washington
and Lincoln national ideals. I contrasted their
names with the names of many others in history,
names which will shine as brightly, but oh! with
how much less power and light. I think you will
find that the fundamental difference between our
two great national heroes and almost any other men
of equal note in the world’s history, is that when
you think of our two men you think inevitably not
of glory, but of duty, not of what the man did for
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himself in achieving name, or fame, or position, but
of what he did for his fellows. They set the right
ideal and also they lived up to it in practical fashion.
Had either of them possessed that fantastic quality
of mind which sets an impossible, and, perhaps, an
undesirable ideal, or which declines to do the actual
work of the present because forsooth the implements
with which it is necessary to work are not to that
man’s choice, his fame would have been missed, his
achievement would have crumbled into dust, and he
would not have left one stroke on the book which
tells of effort accomplished for the good of mankind.

A man, to amount to anything, must be practical.
He must actually do things, not talk about doing
them, least of all cavil at how they are accomplished
by those who actually go down into the arena, and
actually face the dust and the blood and the sweat,
who actually triumphed in the struggle. The man
must have the force, the power, the will to accom-
plish results, but he must have also the lift toward
lofty things which shall make him incapable of
striving for aught unless that for which he strives
is something honorable and high—something well
worth striving for.

I congratulate you that it is your good fortune to
be engaged in erecting a memorial to the great man
who was equal to the great days—to the man and the
men who showed by their lives that they were indeed
doers of the word and not hearers only.
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ADDRESS AT OYSTER BAY, N. Y, JULY 27,
1904, IN RESPONSE TO THE COMMITTEE
APPOINTED TO NOTIFY HIM OF HIS NOMI-
NATION FOR THE PRESIDENCY

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Notification
Committee:

I am deeply sensible of the high honor conferred
upon me by the representatives of the Republican
party assembled in convention, and I accept the
nomination for the Presidency with solemn reali-
zation of the obligations I assume. I heartily ap-
prove the declaration of principles which the Re-
publican National Convention has adopted, and at
some future day I shall communicate to you, Mr.
Chairman, more at length and in detail a formal
written acceptance of the nomination.

Three years ago I became President because of
the death of my lamented predecessor. I then
stated that it was my purpose to carry out his prin-
ciples and policies for the honor and the interest of
the country. To the best of my ability Thave kept the
promise thus made. If next November my country-
men confirm at the polls the action of the conven-
tion you represent, I shall, under Providence,
continue to work with an eye single to the welfare
of all our people.

A party is of worth only in so far as it promotes
the national interest, and every official, high or
low, can serve his party best by rendering to the
people the best service of which he is capable. E#
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fective government comes only as the result of the
loyal co-operation of many different persons. The
members of a legislative majority, the officers in
the various departments of the Administration, and
the Legislative and Executive branches as toward
each other, must work together with subordination
of self to the common end of successful govern-
ment. We who have been intrusted with power as
public servants during the past seven years of ad-
ministration and legislation now come before the
people content to be judged by our record of
achievement. In the years that have gone by we
have made the deed square with the word; and if
we are continued in power we shall unswervingly
follow out the great lines of public policy which
the Republican party has already laid down:
a public policy to which we are giving, and
shall give, a united, and therefore an efficient,
support.

In all of this we are more fortunate than our
opponents, who now appeal for confidence on the
ground, which some express and some seek to have
confidentially understood, that if triumphant they
may be trusted to prove false to every principle
which in the last eight years they have laid down
as vital, and to leave undisturbed those very acts
of the Administration because of which they ask
that the Administration itself be driven from power.
Seemingly their present attitude as to their past
record is that some of them were mistaken and
others insincere. We make our appeal in a wholly
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different spirit. We are not constrained to keep
silent on any vital question; we are divided on no
vital question; our policy is continuous, and is the
same for all sections and localities. There is
nothing experimental about the Government we
ask the people to continue in power, for our per-
formance in the past, our proved governmental effi-
ciency, is a guarantee as to our promises for the
future. Our opponents, either openly or secretly,
according to their several temperaments, now ask
the people to trust their present promises in con-
sideration of the fact that they intend to treat their
past promises as null and void. We know our own
minds and we have kept of the same mind for a
sufficient length of time to give to our policy co-
herence and sanity. In such a fundamental matter
as the enforcement of the law we do not have to de-
pend upon promises, but merely to ask that our
record be taken as an earnest of what we shall con-
tinue to do. In dealing with the great organiza-
tions known as trusts, we do not have to explain
why the laws were not enforced, but to point out
that they actually have been enforced, and that
legislation has been enacted to increase the effec-
tiveness of their enforcement. We do not have to
propose to “turn the rascals out,” for we have
shown in very deed that whenever by diligent in-
vestigation a public official can be found who has
betrayed his trust he will be punished to the full
extent of the law without regard to whether he
was appointed under a Republican or a Demo-
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cratic Administration. This is the efficient way to
turn the rascals out and to keep them out, and it
has the merit of sincerity. Moreover, the betrayals
of trust in the last seven years have been insignifi-
cant in number when compared with the extent of
the public service. Never has the administration
of the Government been on a cleaner and higher
level; never has the public work of the Nation been
done more honestly and efficiently.

Assuredly it is unwise to change the policies
which have worked so well and which are now
working so well. Prosperity has come at home.
The national honor and interest have been upheld
abroad. We have placed the finances of the Nation
upon a sound gold basis. We have done this with
the aid of many who were formerly our opponents,
but who would neither openly support nor silently
acquiesce in the heresy of unsound finance; and we
have done it against the convinced and violent op-
position of the mass of our present opponents who
still refuse to recant the unsound opinions which
for the moment they think it inexpedient to assert.
We know what we mean when we speak of an
honest and stable currency. We mean the same
thing from year to year. We do not have to avoid
definite and conclusive committal on the most im-
portant issue which has recently been before the
people, and which may at any time in the near
future be before them again. Upon the principles
which underlie this issue the convictions of half of
our number do not clash with those of the other
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half. So long as the Republican party is in power
the gold standard is settled, not as a matter
of temporary political expediency, not because of
shifting conditions in the production of gold in
certain mining centres, but in accordance with what
we regard as the fundamental principles of national
morality and wisdom.

Under the financial legislation which we have
enacted there is now ample circulation for every
business need; and every dollar of this circulation
is worth a dollar in gold. We have reduced the
interest-bearing debt, and in still larger measure
the interest on that debt. All of the war taxes im-
posed during the Spanish War have been removed
with a view to relieve the people and to prevent the
accumulation of an unnecessary surplus. The re-
sult is that hardly ever before have the expenditures
and income of the Government so closely corre-
sponded. In the fiscal year that has just closed the
excess of income over the ordinary expenditures
was nine millions of dollars. This does not take
account of the fifty millions expended out of the
accumulated surplus for the purchase of the Isth-
mian Canal. Tt is an extraordinary proof of the
sound financial condition of the Nation that in-
stead of following the usual course in such matters
and throwing the burden upon posterity by an issue
of bonds, we were able to make the payment out-
right and yet after it to have in the treasury a sur-
plus of one hundred and sixty-one millions. More-
over, we were able to pay this fifty millions of
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dollars out of hand without causing the slightest
disturbance to business conditions.

We have enacted a tariff law under which
during the past few years the country has at-
tained a height of material well-being never be-
fore reached. Wages are higher than ever before.
That whenever the need arises there should be a
readjustment of the tariff schedules is undoubted;
but such changes can with safety be made only by
those whose devotion to the principle of a protective
tariff is beyond question ; for otherwise the changes
would amount not to readjustment, but to repeal.
The readjustment when made must maintain and
not destroy the protective principle. To the farmer,
the merchant, the manufacturer this is vital; but
perhaps no other man is so much interested as the
wage-worker in the maintenance of our present
economic system, both as regards the finances and
the tariff. The standard of living of our wage-
workers is higher than that of any other country,
and it can not so remain unless we have a protective
tariff which shall always keep as a minimum a rate
of duty sufficient to cover the difference bhetween
the labor cost here and abroad. Those who, like
our opponents, “denounce protection as a robbery,”
thereby explicitly commit themselves to the propo-
sition that if they were to revise the tariff no heed
would be paid to the necessity of meeting this dif-
ference between the standards of living for wage-
workers here and in other countries; and therefore
on this point their antagonism to our position is
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fundamental. Here again we ask that their prom-
ises and ours be judged by what has been done in
the immediate past. We ask that sober and sensible
men compare the workings of the present tariff law,
and the conditions which obtain under it, with the
workings of the preceding tariff law of 1894 and the
conditions which that tariff of 1894 helped to bring
about.

We believe in reciprocity with foreign nations
on the terms outlined in President McKinley’s
last speech, which urged the extension of our for-
eign markets by reciprocal agreements whenever
they could be made without injury to American
industry and labor. It is a singular fact that the
only great reciprocity treaty recently adopted—that
with Cuba—was finally opposed almost alone by the
representatives of the very party which now states
that it favors reciprocity. And here again we ask
that the worth of our words be judged by com-
paring their deeds with ours. On this Cuban reci-
procity treaty there were at the outset grave differ-
ences of opinion among ourselves; and the notable
thing in the negotiation and ratification of the
treaty, and in the legislation which carried it into
effect, was the highly practical manner in which
without sacrifice of principle these differences of
opinion were reconciled. There was no rupture of
a great party, but an excellent practical outcome,
the result of the harmonious co-operation of two
successive Presidents and two successive Con-
gresses. This is an illustration of the governing
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capacity which entitles us to the confidence of the
people not only in our purposes but in our prac-
tical ability to achieve those purposes. Judging by
the history of the last twelve years, down to this
very month, is there justification for believing that
under similar circumstances and with similar initial
differences of opinion, our opponents would have
achieved any practical result?

We have already shown in actual fact that our
policy is to do fair and equal justice to all men,
paying no heed to whether a man is rich or poor;
paying no heed to his race, his creed, or his birth-
place.

We recognize the organization of capital and the
organization of labor as natural outcomes of our
industrial system. FEach kind of organization is to
be favored so long as it acts in a spirit of justice
and of regard for the rights of others. FEach is to
be granted the full protection of the law, and each
in turn is to be held to a strict obedience to the law;
for no man is above it and no man below it. The
humblest individual is to have his rights safe-
guarded as scrupulously as those of the strongest
organization, for each is to receive justice, no more
and no less. The problems with which we have to
deal in our modern industrial and social life are
manifold; but the spirit in which it is necessary to
approach their solution is simply the spirit of
honesty, of courage, and of common-sense.

In inaugurating the great work of irrigation in
the West the Administration has been enabled by
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Congress to take one of the longest strides ever
taken under our Government toward utilizing our
vast national domain for the settler, the actual
homemaker.

Ever since this Continent was discovered the
need of an Isthmian Canal to connect the Pacific
and the Atlantic has been recognized; and ever
since the birth of our Nation such a canal has been
planned. At last the dream has become a reality.
The Isthmian Canal is now being built by the Gov-
ernment of the United States. We conducted the
negotiation for its construction with the nicest and
most scrupulous honor, and in a spirit of the
largest generosity toward those through whose ter-
ritory it was to run. Every sinister effort which
could be devised by the spirit of faction or the
spirit of self-interest was made in order to defeat
the treaty with Panama and thereby prevent the
consummation of this work. The construction of
the canal is now an assured fact; but most cer-
tainly it is unwise to intrust the carrying out of so
momentous a policy to those who have endeavored
to defeat the whole undertaking.

Our foreign policy has been so conducted that,
while not one of our just claims has been sacrificed,
our relations with all foreign nations are now of
the most peaceful kind; there is not a cloud on the
horizon. The last cause of irritation between us
and any other nation was removed by the settlement
of the Alaskan boundary.

In the Caribbean Sea we have made good our
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promises of independence to Cuba, and have proved
our assertion that our mission in the island was one
of justice and not of self-aggrandizement; and
thereby no less than by our action in Venezuela and
Panama we have shown that the Monroe Doctrine
is a living reality, designed for the hurt of no na-
tion, but for the protection of civilization on the
Western Continent, and for the peace of the world.
Our steady growth in power has gone hand in hand
with a strengthening disposition to use this power
with strict regard for the rights of others, and for
the cause of international justice and good-will.

We earnestly desire friendship with all the na-
tions of the New and Old Worlds; and we endeavor
to place our relations with them upon a basis of
reciprocal advantage instead of hostility. We hold
that the prosperity of each nation is an aid and not
a hindrance to the prosperity of other nations. We
seek international amity for the same reasons that
make us believe in peace within our own borders;
and we seek this peace not because we are afraid
or unready, but because we think that peace is right
as well as advantageous.

American interests in the Pacific have rapidly
grown. American enterprise has laid a cable across
this, the greatest of oceans. We have proved in
effective fashton that we wish the Chinese Empire
well and desire its integrity and independence.

Our foothold in the Philippines greatly strength-
ens our position in the competition for the trade of
the East; but we are governing the Philippines in
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the interest of the Philippine people themselves.
We have already given them a large share in their
government, and our purpose is to increase this
share as rapidly as they give evidence of increasing
fitness for the task. The great majority of the
officials of the islands, whether elective or appoint-
ive, are already native Filipinos. We are now pro-
viding for a legislative assembly. This is the first
step to be taken in the future; and it would be emi-
nently unwise to declare what our next step will
be until this first step has been taken and the results
are manifest. To have gone faster than we have
already gone in giving the islanders a constantly
increasing measure of self-government would have
been disastrous. At the present moment to give
political independence to the islands would result in
the immediate loss of civil rights, personal liberty,
and public order, as regards the mass of the Fili-
pinos, for the majority of the islanders have been
given these great boons by us, and only keep them
because we vigilantly safeguard and guarantee
them. To withdraw our Government from the isl-
ands at this time would mean to the average native
the loss of his barely won civil freedom. We have
established in the islands a Government by Ameri-
cans assisted by Filipinos. We are steadily striv-
ing to transform this into self-government by the
Filipinos assisted by Americans.

The principles which we uphold should appeal to
all our countrymen, in all portions of our country.
Above all they should give us strength with the men
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and women who are the spiritual heirs of those who
upheld the hands of Abraham Lincoln; for we are
striving to do our work in the spirit with which
Lincoln appoached his. During the seven years
that have just passed there is no duty, domestic or
foreign, which we have shirked; no necessary task
which we have feared to undertake, or which we
have not performed with reasonable efficiency. We
have never pleaded impotence. We have never
sought refuge in criticism and complaint instead of
action. We face the future with our past and our
present as guarantors of our promises; and we are
content to stand or to fall by the record which we
have made and are making.

LETTER ACCEPTING THE REPUBLICAN NOMI-
NATION FOR PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

Ovster Bay, N. Y., Sept. 12, 1904
Hon. J. G. Cannoxw, Chairman of the Notification
Commitiee,
MY DEAR SIR:

I accept the nomination for the Presidency ten-
dered me by the Republican National Convention,
and cordially approve the platform adopted by it.
In writing this letter there are certain points upon
which I desire to lay especial stress.

It is difficult to find out from the utterances of our
opponents what are the real issues upon which they
propose to wage this campaign. It is not unfair to
say that, having abandoned most of the principles
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upon which they have insisted during the last eight
years, they now seem at a loss, both as to what it
is that they really believe, and as to how firmly they
shall assert their belief in anything. In {fact, it is
doubtful if they venture resolutely to press a single
issue; as soon as they raise one they shrink from it
and seek to explain it away. Such an attitude is the
probably inevitable result of the effort to improvise
convictions; for when thus improvised, it is natural
that they should be held in a tentative manner.

The party now in control of the Government is
troubled by no such difficulties. We do not have to
guess at our own convictions, and then correct the
guess if it seems unpopular. The principles which
we profess are those in which we believe with heart
and soul and strength. Men may differ from us; but
they can not accuse us of shiftiness or insincerity.
The policies we have pursued are those which we
earnestly hold as essential to the national welfare and
repute. Qur actions speak even louder than our
words for the faith that is in us. We base our ap-
peal upon what we have done and are doing, upon
our record of administration and legislation during
the last seven years, in which we have had complete
control of the Government, We intend in the future
to carry on the Government in the same way that
we have carried it on in the past.

A party whose members are radically at variance
on most vital issues, and if united at all, are only
united on issues where their attitude threatens wide-
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spread disaster to the whole country, can not be
trusted to govern in any matter. A party which,
with facile ease, changes all its convictions before
election can not be trusted to adhere with tenacity
to any principle after election. A party fit to govern
must have convictions. In 1896 the Republican party
came into power, and in 1900 it retained power
on certain definite pledges, each of which was
scrupulously fulfilled. DBut in addition to meeting
and solving the problems which were issues in these
campaigns, it also became necessary to meet other
problems which arose after election; and it is no
small part of our claim to public confidence that
these were solved with the same success that had
attended the solution of those concerning which the
battles at the polls were fought. In other words,
our governmental efficiency proved equal not only
to the tasks that were anticipated, but to doing each
unanticipated task as it arose.

When the contest of 1896 was decided, the ques-
tion of the war with Spain was not an issue. When
the contest of 1900 was decided, the shape which
the Isthmian Canal question ultimately took could
not have been foreseen. But the same qualities
which enabled those responsible for making and ad-
ministering the laws at Washington to deal success-
fully with the tariff and the currency, enabled them
also to deal with the Spanish War; and the same
qualities which enabled them to act wisely in the
Philippines, and in Cuba, also enabled them to do
their duty as regards the problems connected with
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the trusts, and to secure the building of the Isthmian
Canal. We are content to rest our case before the
American people upon the fact that to adherence to
a lofty ideal we have added proved governmental
efficiency. Therefore, our promises may surely be
trusted as regards any issue that is now before the
people; and we may equally be trusted to deal with
any problem which may hereafter arise.

So well has the work been done that our opponents
do not venture to recite the facts about our policies
or acts and then oppose them. They attack them
only when they have first misrepresented them; for
a truthful recital would leave no room for adverse
comment.

Panama offers an instance in point. Our oppo-
nents can criticise what we did in Panama only on
condition of misstating what was done. The Ad-
ministration behaved throughout not only with good
faith, but with extraordinary patience and large gen-
erosity toward those with whom it dealt. It was
also mindful of American interests. It acted in strict
compliance with the law passed by Congress. Had
not Panama been promptly recognized, and the tran-
sit across the Isthmus kept open, in accordance with
our treaty rights and obligations, there would have
ensued endless guerilla warfare and possibly foreign
complications; while all chance of building the canal
would have been deferred, certainly for years, per-
haps for a generation or more. Criticism of the
action in this matter is simply criticism of the only
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possible actionwhich could have secured the building
of the canal; as well as the peace and quiet which
we were, by treaty, bound to preserve along the line
of transit across the Isthmus. The service rendered
this country in securing the perpetual right to con-
struct, maintain, operate, and defend the canal was
so great that our opponents do not venture to raise
the issue in straightforward fashion; for if so raised
there would be no issue. The decisive action which
brought about this beneficent result was the exercise
by the President of the powers vested in him, and in
him alone, by the Constitution; the power to recog-
nize foreign Governments by entering into diplomatic
relations with them, and the power to make treaties
which, when ratified by the Senate, become under the
Constitution part of the supreme law of the land.
Neither in this nor in any other matter has there
been the slightest failure to live up to the Constitu-
tion in letter and in spirit. But the Constitution
must be observed positively as well as negatively.
The President’s duty is to serve the country in ac-
cordance with the Constitution; and I should be
derelict in my duty if 1 used a false construction of
the Constitution as a shield for weakness and timid-
ity, or as an excuse for governmental impotence.

Similar misrepresentation is the one weapon of
our opponents in regard to our foreign policy, and
the way the Navy has been made useful in carrying
out this policy. Here again all that we ask is that
they truthfully state what has been done, and then
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say whether or not they object to it; for if continued
in power we shall continue our foreign policy and
our handling of the Navy on exactly the same lines
in the future as in the past. To what phase of our
foreign policy, and to what use of the Navy, do our
opponents object? Do they object to the way in
which the Monroe Doctrine has been strengthened
and upheld? Never before has this doctrine been
acquiesced in abroad as it is now; and yet, while
upholding the rights of the weaker American re-
publics against foreign aggression, the Administra-
tion has lost no opportunity to point out to these
republics that those who seek equity should come
with clean hands, and that whoever claims liberty as
a right must accept the responsibilities that go with
the exercise of the right. Do our opponents object
to what was done in reference to the petition of
American citizens against the Kishineff massacre?
or to the protest against the treatment of the Jews
in Roumania? or to the efforts that have been
made in behalf of the Armenians in Turkey?
No other Administration in our history, no other
Government in the world, has more consistently
stood for the broadest spirit of brotherhood
in our common humanity, or has held a more
resolute attitude of protest against every wrong
that outraged the civilization of the age at home
or abroad. Do our opponents object to the
fact that the international tribunal at The Hague
was rescued from impotence, and turned into a
potent instrument for peace among the nations?
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This Government has used that tribunal, and advo-
cated its use by others, in pursuance of its policy to
promote the cause of international peace and good-
will by all honorable methods. In carrying out this
policy, it has settled dispute after dispute by arbitra-~
tion or by friendly agreement. It has behaved to-
ward all nations, strong or weak, with courtesy, dig-
nity, and justice; and it is now on excellent terms
with all.

Do our opponents object to the settlement of the
Alaska boundary line? Do they object to the fact
that after freeing Cuba we gave her reciprocal trade
advantages with the United States, while at the
same time keeping naval stations in the island and
providing against its sinking into chaos, or being
conquered by any foreign Power? Do they object
to the fact that our flag now flies over Porto Rico?
Do they object to the acquisition of Hawaii? Once
they “hauled down” our flag there; we have hoisted
it again; do they intend once more to haul it down?
Do they object to the part we played in China? Do
they not know that the voice of the United States
would now count for nothing in the Far East if we
had abandoned the Philippines and refused to do
what was done in China? Do they object to the
fact that this Government secured a peaceful settle-
ment of the troubles in Venezuela two years ago?
Do they object to the presence of the ship-of-war off
Colon when the revolution broke out in Panama,
and when only the presence of this ship saved the
lives of American citizens, and prevented insult to

3~VoL. XV
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the flag? Do they object to the fact that American
warships appeared promptly at the port of Beirut
when an effort had been made to assassinate an
American official, and in the port of Tangier when
an American citizen had been abducted? and that in
each case the wrong complained of was righted and
expiated ? and that within the last few days the visit
of an American squadron to Smyrna was followed
by the long-delayed concession of their just rights
to those Americans concerned in educational work
in Turkey? Do they object to the trade treaty with
China, so full of advantage for the American people
in the future? Do they object to the fact that the
ships carrying the national flag now have a higher
standard than ever before in marksmanship and in
seamanship, as individual units and as component
parts of squadrons and fleets? If they object to
any or all of these things, we join issue with them.
Our foreign policy has been not only highly advan-
tageous to the United States, but hardly less ad-
vantageous to the world as a whole. Peace and
good-will have followed in its footsteps. The Gov-
ernment has shown itself no less anxious to respect
the rights of others than insistent that the rights of
Americans be respected in return. As for the Navy,
it has been and is now the most potent guarantee of
peace; and it is such chiefly because it is formidable,
and ready for use.

When our opponents speak of “encroachments” by
the Executive upon the authority of Congress or the
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Judiciary, apparently the act they ordinarily have
in view is Pension Order No. 78, issued under the
authority of existing law. This order directed that
hereafter any veteran of the Civil War who had
reached the age of sixty-two should be presumptively
entitled to the pension of six dollars a month, given
under the dependent pension law to those whose
capacity to earn their livelihood by manual labor
has been decreased fifty per cent, and that by the
time the age of seventy was reached the presumption
should be that the physical disability was complete;
the age being treated as an evidential fact in each
case. This order was made in the performance of
a duty imposed upon the President by an act of Con-
gress, which requires the Executive to make regula-
tions to govern the subordinates of the Pension
Office in determining who are entitled to pensions.
President Cleveland had already exercised this
power by a regulation which declared that seventy-
five should be set as the age at which total disability
should be conclusively presumed. Similarly, Presi-
dent McKinley established sixty-five as the age at
which half disability should be conclusively pre-
sumed. The regulation now in question, in the
exercise of the same power, supplemented these
regulations made under Presidents Cleveland and
McKinley.

The men who fought for union and for liberty in
the years from 1861 to 1865 not only saved this
Nation from ruin, but rendered an inestimable ser-
vice to all mankind. We of the United States owe
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the fact that to-day we have a country to what they
did; and the Nation has decreed by law that no one
of them, if disabled from earning his own living,
shall lack the pension to which he is entitled, not
only as a matter of gratitude, but as a matter of jus-
tice. It is the policy of the Republican party, steadily
contintted through many years, to treat the veterans
of the Civil War in a spirit of broad liberality. The
order in question carried out this policy, and is justi-
fied not merely on legal grounds, but also on grounds
of public morality. It is a matter of common knowl-
edge that when the average man who depends for
his wages upon bodily labor has reached the age of
sixty-two his earning ability is in all probability less
by half than it was when he was in his prime; and
that by the time he has reached the age of seventy
he has probably lost all earning ability. If there is
doubt upon this point let the doubter examine the
employees doing manual labor in any great manu-
factory or any great railroad, and find out how
large is the proportion of men between the ages of
sixty-two and seventy, and whether these men are
still employed at the highly paid tasks which they
did in their prime. As a matter of fact, many rail-
roads pension their employees when they have
reached these ages, and in nations where old-age
pensions prevail they always begin somewhere be-
tween the two limits thus set. It is easy to test
our opponents’ sincerity in this matter. The order
in question is revocable at the pleasure of the Execu-
tive. If our opponents come into power they can
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revoke this order and announce that they will treat
the veterans of sixty-two to seventy as presumably
in full bodily vigor and not entitled to pensions.
Will they now authoritatively state that they intend
to do this? If so, we accept the issue. If not, then
we have the right to ask why they raise an issue
which, when raised, they do not venture to meet.

In addition to those acts of the Administration
which they venture to assail only after misrepresent-
ing them, there are others which they dare not
overtly or officially attack, and yet which they cov-
ertly bring forward as reasons for the overthrow of
the party. In certain great centres and with certain
great interests our opponents make every effort to
show that the settlement of the Anthracite Coal
Strike by the individual act of the President, and
the successful suit against the Northern Securities -
Company—the Merger suit—undertaken by the De-
partment of Justice, were acts because of which the
present Administration should be thrown from
power. Yet they dare not openly condemn either
act. They dare not in any authoritative or formal
manner say that in either case wrong was done or
error committed in the method of action, or in the
choice of instruments for putting that action into
effect. But what they dare not manfully assert in
open day, they seek to use furtively and through
special agents. It is perhaps natural that an attack
so conducted should be made sometimes on the
ground that too much, sometimes on the ground
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that too little, has been done. Some of our op-
ponents complain because under the anti-trust and
interstate commerce laws suits were undertaken
which have been successful; others, because suits
were not undertaken which would have been un-
successful.

The Democratic State Convention in New
York dealt with the Anthracite Coal Strike
by demanding in deliberate and formal fashion
that the National Government should take posses-
sion of the coal fields; yet champions of that con-
vention’s cause now condemn the fact that there
was any action by the President at all—though they
must know that it was only this action by the Presi-
dent which prevented the movement for national
ownership of the coal fields from gaining what
might well have been an irresistible impetus. Such
mutually destructive criticisms furnish an adequate
measure of the chance for coherent action or con-
structive legislation if our opponents should be
given power.

So much for what our opponents openly or cov-
ertly advance in the way of an attack on the acts of
the Administration. When we come to consider the
policies for which they profess to stand we are met
with the difficulty always arising when statements
of policy are so made that they can be interpreted
in different ways. On some of the vital questions
that have confronted the American people in the
last decade, our opponents take the position that
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silence is the best possible way to convey their views.
They contend that their lukewarm attitude of par-
tial acquiescence in what others have accomplished
entitles them to be made the custodians of the
financial honor and commercial interests which
they have but recently sought to ruin. DBeing un-
able to agree among themselves as to whether the
gold standard is a curse or a blessing, and as to
whether we ought or ought not to have free and
unlimited coinage of silver, they have apparently
thought it expedient to avoid any committal on
these subjects, and individually each to follow his
particular bent. Their nearest approach to a ma-
jority judgment seems to be that it is now inex-
pedient to assert their convictions one way or the
other, and that the establishment of the gold stand-
ard by the Republican party should not be disturbed
unless there is an alteration in the relative quan-
tity of production of silver and gold. Men who hold
sincere convictions on vital questions can respect
equally sincere men with whose views they radically
differ ; and men may confess a change of faith with-
out compromising their honor or their self-respect.
But it is difficult to respect an attitude of mind
such as has been fairly described above; and where
there is no respect there can be no trust. A policy
with so slender a basis of principle would not stand
the strain of a single year of business adversity.

We, on the contrary, believe in the gold standard
as fixed by the usage and verdict of the business
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world, and in a sound monetary system, as matters
of principle; as matters not of momentary political
expediency, but of permanent organic policy. In
1896 and again in 1900 far-sighted men, without
regard to their party fealty in the past, joined to
work against what they regarded as a debased mone-
tary system. The policies which they championed
have been steadfastly adhered to by the Administra-
tion; and by the act of March 14, 1900, Congress
established the single gold standard as the measure
of our monetary value. This act received the sup-
port of every Republican in the House, and of every
Republican except one in the Senate. Of our oppo-
nents, eleven supported it in the House and two in
the Senate; and one hundred and fifty opposed it in
the House and twenty-eight in the Senate. The
record of the last seven years proves that the party
now in power can be trusted to take the additional
action necessary to improve and strengthen our
monetary system, and that our opponents can not be
so trusted. The fundamental fact is that in a popu-
lar government such as ours no policy is irrevocably
settled by law unless the people keep in control of the
Government men who believe in that policy as a mat-
ter of deep-rooted conviction. Laws can always be
revoked; it is the spirit and the purpose of those
responsible for their enactment and administration
which must be fixed and unchangeable. It is idle to
say that the monetary standard of the Nation is
irrevocably fixed so long as the party which at the
last election cast approximately forty-six per cent
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of the total vote refuses to put in its platform any
statement that the question is settled. A determina-
tion to remain silent can not be accepted as equiva-
lent to a recantation. Until our opponents as a
party explicitly adopt the views which we hold and
upon which we have acted and are acting, in the
matter of sound currency, the only real way to keep
the question from becoming unsettled is to keep the
Republican party in power.

As for what our opponents say in reference to
capital and labor, individual or corporate, here
again all we need by way of answer is to point to
what we have actually done, and to say that if con-
tinued in power we shall continue to carry out the
policy we have been pursuing, and to execute the
laws as resolutely and fearlessly in the future as we
have executed them in the past. In my speech of
acceptance I said:

“We recognize the organization of capital and the
organization of labor as natural outcomes of our
industrial system. Each kind of organization is to
be favored so long as it acts in a spirit of justice and
of regard for the rights of others. Each is to be
granted the full protection of the law, and each in
turn is to be held to a strict obedience to the law;
for no man is above it and no man helow it. The
humblest individual is to have his rights safeguarded
as scrupulously as those of the strongest organiza-
tion, for each is to receive justice, no more and no
less. The problems with which we have to deal in
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our modern industrial and social life are manifold;
but the spirit in which it is necessary to approach
their solution is simply the spirit of honesty, of
courage, and of common-sense.”

The action of the Attorney-General in enforcing
the anti-trust and interstate commerce laws, and the
action of the last Congress in enlarging the scope
of the interstate commerce law, and in creating the
Department of Commerce and Labor, with a Bureau
of Corporations, have for the first time opened a
chance for the National Government to deal intelli-
gently and adequately with the questions affecting
society, whether for good or for evil, because of
the accumulation of capital in great corporations,
and because of the new relations caused thereby.
These laws are now being administered with entire
efficiency; and as, in their working, need is shown
for amendment or addition to them—whether better
to secure the proper publicity, or better to guarantee
the rights of shippers, or in any other direction—
this need will be met. It is now asserted “that the
common law, as developed, affords a complete legal
remedy against monopolies.” But there is no com-
mon law of the United States. Its rules can be en-
forced only by the State courts and officers. No
Federal court or officer could take any action what-
ever under them. It was this fact, coupled with the
inability of the States to control trusts and mo-
nopolies, which led to the passage of the Federal
statutes known as the Sherman Anti-Trust Act and
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the Interstate Commerce Act; and it is only through
the exercise of the powers conferred by these acts,
and by the statutes of the last Congress supplement-
ing them, that the National Government acquires
any jurisdiction over the subject. To say that ac-
tion against trusts and monopolies should be limited
to the application of the common law is equivalent
to saying that the National Government should take
no action whatever to regulate them.

Undoubtedly, the multiplication of trusts and
their increase in power has been largely due to the
“failure of officials charged with the duty of en-
forcing the law to take the necessary procedure.”
Such stricture upon the failure of the officials of the
National Government to do their duty in this matter
is certainly not wholly undeserved as far as the Ad-
ministration preceding President McKinley’s is con-
cerned; but it has no application at all to Republican
administration. It is also undoubtedly true that
what is most needed is “officials having both the dis-
position and the courage to enforce existing law.”
This is precisely the need that has been met by the
consistent and steadily continued action of the De-
partment of Justice under the present Administra-
tion.

So far as the rights of the individual wage-worker
and the individual capitalist are concerned, both as
regards one another, as regards the public, and as
regards organized capital and labor, the position of
the Administration has been so clear that there is
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no excuse for misrepresenting it, and no ground for
opposing it unless misrepresented. Within the lim-
its defined by the National Constitution the Na-
tional Administration has sought to secure to each
man the full enjoyment of his right to live his life
and dispose of his property and his labor as he
deems best, so long as he wrongs no one else. It
has shown in effective fashion that in endeavoring
to make good this guarantee, it treats all men, rich
or poor, whatever their creed, their color, or their
birthplace, as standing alike before the law. Under
our form of government the sphere in which the
Nation as distinguished from the State can act is
narrowly circumscribed; but within that sphere all
that could be done has been done. All thinking
men are aware of the restrictions upon the power
of action of the National Government in such mat-
ters. DBeing ourselves mindful of them, we have
been scrupulously careful on the one hand to be
moderate in our promises, and on the other hand to
keep these promises in letter and in spirit. Our
opponents have been hampered by no such consid-
erations. They have promised, and many of them
now promise, action which they could by no possi-
bility take in the exercise of constitutional power,
and which, if attempted, would bring business to
a standstill; they have used, and often now use,
Janguage of wild invective and appeal to all the
baser passions which ténd to excite one set of Amer-
icans against their fellow-Americans; and yet when-
ever they have had power they have fittingly sup-
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plemented this extravagance of promise by absolute
nullity in performance.

This Government is based upon the fundamental
idea that each man, no matter what his occupation,
his race, or his religious belief, is entitled to be
treated on his worth as a man, and neither favored
nor discriminated against because of any accident
in his position. Even here at home there is pain-
ful difficulty in the effort to realize this ideal; and
the attempt to secure from other nations acknowl-
edgment of it sometimes encounters obstacles that
are wellnigh insuperable ; for there are many nations
which in the slow procession of the ages have not
yet reached that point where the principles which
‘Americans regard as axiomatic obtain any recogni-
tion whatever. One of the chief difficulties arises
in connection with certain American citizens of for-
eign birth, or of particular creed, who desire to
travel abroad. Russia, for instance, refuses to ad-
mit and protect Jews. Turkey refuses to admit
and protect certain sects of Christians. This Gov-
ernment has consistently demanded equal protec-
tion abroad for all American citizens, whether na-
tive or naturalized. On March 27, 1899, Secretary
Hay sent a letter of instructions to all the diplo-
matic and consular officers of the United States, in
which he said : “This Department does not discrimi-
nate between native-born and naturalized citizens
in according them protection while they are abroad,
equality of treatment being required by the laws
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of the United States.” These orders to our agents
abroad have been repeated again and again, and are
treated as the fundamental rule of conduct laid down
for them, proceeding upon the theory “that all natu-
ralized citizens of the United States while in for-
eign countries are entitled to and shall receive from
this Government the same protection of person and
property which is accorded to native-born citizens.”
In issuing passports the State Department never
discriminates, or alludes to any man’s religion; and
in granting to every American citizen, native or
naturalized, Christian or Jew, the same passport, so
far as it has power it insists that all foreign Gov-
ernments shall accept the passport as prima facie
proof that the person therein described is a citizen
of the United States and entitled to protection as
such. It is a standing order to every American
diplomatic and consular officer to protect every
American citizen, of whatever faith, from unjust
molestation ; and our officers abroad have been strin-
gently required to comply with this order.

Under such circumstances, the demand of our op-
ponents that negotiations be begun to secure equal
treatment of all Americans from those Govern-
ments which do not now accord it, shows either
ignorance of the facts or insincerity. No change of
policy in the method or manner of negotiation
would add effectiveness to what the State Depart-
ment has done and is doing. The steady pressure
which the Department has been keeping up in the
past will be continued in the future. This Adminis-
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tration has on all proper occasions given clear ex-
pression to the belief of the American people that
discrimination and oppression because of religion,
wherever practiced, are acts of injustice before God
and man; and in making evident to the world the
depth of American convictions in this regard we
have gone to the very limit of diplomatic usage.

It is a striking evidence of our opponents’ insin-
cerity in this matter that with their demand for
radical action by the State Department they couple
a demand for a reduction in our small military es-
tablishment. Yet they must know that the heed
paid to our protests against ill-treatment of our
citizens will be exactly proportionate to the belief
in our ability to make these protests effective should
the need arise.

Our opponents have now declared themselves in
favor of the Civil Service law, the repeal of which
they demanded in 1900 and in 18g6. If consist-
ent, they should have gone one step further and con-
gratulated the country upon the way in which the
Civil Service law is now administered, and the way
in which the classified service has been extended.
The exceptions from examinations are fewer by far
than ever before, and are confined to individual
cases, where the application of the rules would be
impracticable, unwise, unjust, or unnecessary. The
administration of the great body of the classified
civil service is free from politics, and appointments
and removals have been put upon a business basis.
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Statistics show that there is little difference between
the tenure of the Federal classified employees and
that of the employees of private business corpora-
tions. Less than one per cent of the classified em-
ployees are over seventy years of age, and in the
main the service rendered is vigorous and efficient.
‘Where the merit system was of course most needed
was in the Philippine Islands; and a civil service
law of very advanced type has there been put into
operation and scrupulously observed. Without one
exception every appointment in the Philippines has
been made in accordance with the strictest standard
of fitness, and without heed to any other consid-
eration,

Finally, we come to certain matters upon which
our opponents do in their platform of principles
definitely take issue with us, and where, if they are
sincere, their triumph would mean disaster to the
country. But exactly as it is impossible to call at-
tention to the present promises and past record of
our opponents without seeming offensive, so it is
impossible to compare their platform with their
other and later official utterances and not create
doubt as to their sincerity. In their private or un-
official utterances many of them frankly advance
this insincerity as a merit, taking the position that
as regards the points on which I am about to speak
they have no intention of keeping their promises ot
of departing from the policies now established, and
that therefore they can be trusted not to abuse the
power they seek,
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When we take up the great question of the tariff
we are at once confronted by the doubt as to whether
our opponents do or do not mean what they say.
They say that “protection is robbery,” and prom-
ise to carry themselves accordingly if they are given
power. Yet prominent persons among them assert
that they do not really mean this and that if they
come into power they will adopt our policy as re-
gards the tariff ; while others seem anxious to prove
that it is safe to give them partial power, because
the power would be only partial, and therefore they
would not be able to do mischief. The last is cer-
tainly a curious plea to advance on behalf of a party
seeking to obtain control of the Government.

At the outset it is worth while to say a word as
to the attempt to identify the question of tariff re-
vision or tariff reduction with a solution of the
trust question. This is always a sign of desire to
avoid any real effort to deal adequately with the
trust question. In speaking on this point at Minne-
apolis, on April 4, 1903, I said:

“The question of tariff revision, speaking broadly,
stands wholly apart from the question of dealing
with the trusts. No change in tariff duties can have
any substantial effect in solving the so-called trust
problem. Certain great trusts or great corpora-
tions are wholly unaffected by the tariff. Almost
all the others that are of any importance have as a
matter of fact numbers of smaller American com-
petitors; and of course a change in the tariff which
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would work injury to the large corporation would
work not merely injury but destruction to its smaller
competitors; and equally of course such a change
wotlld mean disaster to all the wage-workers con-
nected with either the large or the small corpora-
tions. From the standpoint of those interested in
the solution of the trust problem such a change
would therefore merely mean that the trust was re-
lieved of the competition of its weaker American
competitors, and thrown only into competition with
foreign competitors; and that the first effort to meet
this new competition would be made by cutting
down wages, and would therefore be primarily at
the cost of labor. In the case of some of our great-
est trusts such a change might confer upon them a
positive benefit. Speaking broadly, it is evident
that the changes in the tariff will affect the trusts
for weal or for woe simply as they affect the whole
country. The tariff affects trusts only as it affects
all other interests. It makes all these interests,
large or small, profitable; and its benefits can be
taken from the large only under penalty of taking
them from the small also.”

There is little for me to add to this. It is but
ten years since the last attempt was made, by means
of lowering the tariff, to prevent some people from
prospering too much. The attempt was entirely
successful. The tariff law of that year was among
the causes which in that year and for some time
afterward effectually prevented anybody from pros-
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pering too much, and labor from prospering at all.
Undoubtedly it would be possible at the present time
to prevent any of the trusts from remaining pros-
perous by the simple expedient of making such a
sweeping change in the tariff as to paralyze the in-
dustries of the country. The trusts would cease to
prosper; but their smaller competitors would be
ruined, and the wage-workers would starve, while it
would not pay the farmer to haul his produce to
market. The evils connected with the trusts can
be reached only by rational effort, step by step,
along the lines taken by Congress and the Execu-
tive during the past three years. If a tariff law is
passed under which the country prospers, as the
country has prospered under the present tariff law,
then all classes will share in the prosperity. If a
tariff law is passed aimed at preventing the pros-
perity of some of our people, it is as certain as any-
thing can be that this aim will be achieved only by
cutting down the prosperity of all of our people.
Of course, if our opponents are not sincere in
their proposal to abolish the system of a protective
tariff, there is no use in argulng the matter at all,
save by pointing out again that if on one great issue
they do not mean what they say, it is hardly safe
to trust them on any other issue. But if they are
sincere in this matter, then their advent to power
would mean domestic misfortune and misery as
widespread and far-reaching as that which we saw
ten years ago. \When they speak of protection as
“robbery,” they of course must mean that it is im-
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moral to enact a tariff designed (as is the present
protective tariff) to secure to the American wage-
worker the benefit of the high standard of living
which we desire to see kept up in this country.
Now to speak of the tariff in this sense as “rob-
bery,” thereby giving it a moral relation, is not
merely rhetorical; it is on its face false. The ques-
tion of what tariff is best for our people is primarily
one of expediency, to be determined not on abstract
academic grounds, but in the light of experience.
It is a matter of business; for fundamentally ours
is a business people—manufacturers, merchants,
farmers, wage-workers, professional men, all alike.
Our experience as a people in the past has cer-
tainly not shown us that we could afford in this
matter to follow those professional counselors who
have confined themselves to study in the closet; for
the actual working of the tariff has emphatically
contradicted their theories. From time to time
schedules must undoubtedly be rearranged and re-
adjusted to meet the shifting needs of the country;
but this can with safety be done only by those who
are committed to the cause of the protective system.
To uproot and destroy that system would be to
ensure the prostration of business, the closing of
factories, the impoverishment of the farmer, the
ruin of the capitalist, and the starvation of the
wage-worker. Yet, if protection is indeed ‘“‘rob-
bery,” and if our opponents really believe what they
say, then it is precisely to the destruction and up-
rooting of the tariff, and therefore of our business
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and industry, that they are pledged. When our
opponents last obtained power it was on a platform
declaring a protective tariff “unconstitutional”’; and
the effort to put this declaration into practice was
one of the causes of the general national prostration
lasting from 1893 to 1897. If a protective tariff
is either “unconstitutional” or “robbery,” then it is
just as unconstitutional, just as much robbery, to
revise it down, still leaving it protective, as it would
be to enact it. In other words, our opponents have
committed themselves to the destruction of the pro-
tective principle in the tariff, using words which if
honestly used forbid them from permitting this prin-
ciple to obtain in even the smallest degree.

Our opponents assert that they believe in reci-
procity. Their action on the most important reci-
procity treaty recently negotiated—that with Cuba
—does not bear out this assertion. Moreover, there
can be no reciprocity unless there is a substantial
tariff ; free trade and reciprocity are not compatible.
We are on record as favoring arrangements for
reciprocal trade relations with other countries, these
arrangements to be on an equitable basis of benefit
to both the contracting parties. The Republican
party stands pledged to every wise and consistent
method of increasing the foreign commerce of the
country. That it has kept its pledge is proven by
the fact that while the domestic trade of this coun-
try exceeds in volume the entire export and import
trade of all the nations of the world, the United
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States has in addition secured more than an eighth
of the export trade of the world, standing first
among the nations in this respect. The United
States has exported during the last seven years
nearly ten billions of dollars’ worth of goods—on an
average half as much again annually as during the
previous four years, when many of our people were
consuming nothing but necessaries, and some of
them a scanty supply even of these.

Two years ago, in speaking at Logansport, In-
diana, I said:

“The one consideration which must never be
omitted in a tariff change is the imperative need
of preserving the American standard of living
for the American workingman. The tariff-rate
must never fall below that which will protect the
‘American workingman by allowing for the differ-
ence between the general labor-cost here and
abroad, so as at least to equalize the conditions
arising from the difference in the standard of labor
here and abroad—a difference which it should be
our aim to foster in so far as it represents the needs
of better educated, better paid, better fed, and bet-
ter clothed workingmen of a higher type than any
to be found in a foreign country. At all hazards,
and no matter what else is sought for or accom-
plished by changes of the tariff, the American
workingman must be protected in his standard of
wages, that is, in his standard of living, and must
be secured the fullest opportunity of employment.
Our laws should in no event afford advantage to
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foreign industries over American industries. They
should in no event do less than equalize the dif-
ference in conditions at home and abroad.”

It is a matter of regret that the protective tariff
policy, which, during the last forty-odd years, has
become part of the very fibre of the country, is not
now accepted as definitely established. Surely we
have a right to say that it has passed beyond the
domain of theory, and a right to expect that not
only its original advocates but those who at one
time distrusted it on theoretic grounds should now
acquiesce in the results that have been proved over
and over again by actual experience. These forty-
odd years have been the most prosperous years this
Nation has ever seen; more prosperous years than
any other nation has ever seen. Beyond question
this prosperity could not have come if the American
people had not possessed the necessary thrift,
energy, and business intelligence to turn their vast
material resources to account. But it is no less true
that it is our economic policy as regards the tariff
and finance which has enabled us as a nation to
make such good use of the individual capacities of
our citizens, and the natural resources of our coun-
try. Every class of our people is benefited by the
protective tariff. During the last few years the
merchant has seen the export trade of this country
grow faster than ever in our previous history. The
manufacturer could not keep his factory running if
it were not for the protective tariff. The wage-
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worker would do well to remember that if protec-
tion is “robbery,” and is to be punished accordingly,
he will be the first to pay the penalty; for either he
will be turned adrift entirely, or his wages will be
cut down to the starvation point. As conclusively
shown by the bulletins of the Bureau of Labor, the
purchasing power of the average wage received by
the wage-worker has grown faster than the cost of
living, and this in spite of the continual shortening
of working hours. The accumulated savings of the
workingmen of the country, as shown by the de-
posits in the savings banks, have increased by leaps
and bounds. At no time in the history of this or
any other country has there been an era so produc-
tive of material benefit alike to workingman and
employer as during the seven years that have just
passed.

The farmer has benefited quite as much as the
manufacturer, the merchant, and the wage-worker.
The most welcome and impressive fact established
by the last census is the wide and even distribution
of wealth among all classes of our countrymen.
The chief agencies in producing this distribution
are shown by the census to be the development of
manufactures, and the application of new inventions
to universal use. The result has been an increasing
interdependence of agriculture and manufactures.
Agriculture is now, as it always has been, the basis
of civilization. The six million farms of the United
States, operated by men who, as a class, are stead-
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fast, single-minded, and industrious, form the basis
of all the other achievements of the American peo-
ple and are more fruitful than all their other re-
sources. The men on those six million farms receive
from the protective tariff what they most need, and
that is the best of all possible markets. All other
classes depend upon the farmer, but the farmer in
turn depends upon the market they furnish him for
his produce. The annual output of our agricultural
products is nearly four billions of dollars. Their
increase in value has been prodigious, although agri-
culture has languished in most other countries; and
the main factor in this increase is the correspond-
ing increase of our manufacturing industries.
“American farmers have prospered because the
growth of their market has kept pace with the
growth of their farms. The additional market con-
tinually furnished for agricultural products by do-
mestic manufacturers has been far in excess of the
outlet to other lands. An export trade in farm
products is necessary to dispose of our surplus; and
the export trade of our farmers, both in animal
products and in plant products, has very largely
increased. Without the enlarged home market to
keep this surplus down, we should have to reduce
production or else feed the world at less than the
cost of production. In the forty years ending in
1900 the total value of farm property increased
twelve and a half billions of dollars; the farmer
gaining even more during this period than the

manufacturer. Long ago overproduction would
4—VoL, XV
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have checked the marvelous development of our
national agriculture, but for the steadily increasing
demand of American manufacturers for farm prod-
ucts required as raw materials for steadily expand-
ing industries. The farmer has become dependent
upon the manufacturer to utilize that portion of his
produce which does not go directly to food supply.
In 1900 fifty-two per cent, or a little over half, of
the total value of the farm products of the Nation
was consumed in manufacturing industries as the
raw materials of the factories. Evidently the
manufacturer is the farmer’s best and most direct
customer. Moreover, the American manufacturer
purchases his farm supplies almost exclusively in
his own country. Nine-tenths of all the raw ma-
terials of every kind and description consumed in
American maunfactories are of American produc-
tion. The manufacturing establishments tend stead-
ily to migrate into the heart of the great agri-
cultural districts. The centre of the manufacturing
industry in 1900 was near the middle of Ohio, and
it is moving westward at the rate of about thirty
miles in every decade; and this movement is in-
variably accompanied by a marked increase in the
value of farm lands. Local causes, notably the
competition between new farm lands and old farm
lands, tend here and there to obscure what is hap-
pening; but it is as certain as the operation of any
economic law that in the country as a whole farm
values will continue to increase as the partnership
between manufacturer and farmer grows more
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intimate through further advance of industrial
science. The American manufacturer never could
have placed this Nation at the head of the manu-
facturing nations of the world if he had not had
behind him, securing him every variety of raw ma-
terial, the exhaustless resources of the American
farm, developed by the skill and the enterprise of
intelligent and educated American farmers. On
the other hand, the debt of the farmers to the
manufacturers is equally heavy, and the future of
American agriculture is bound up in the future
of American manufactures. The two industries
have become, under the economic policy of our Gov-
ernment, so closely interwoven, so mutually inter-
dependent, that neither can hope to maintain itself
at the high-water mark of progress without the
other. Whatever makes to the advantage of one is
equally to the advantage of the other.

So it is as between the capitalist and the wage-
worker. Here and there there may be an unequal
sharing as between the two in the benefits that have
come by protection; but benefits have come to
both; and a reversal in policy would mean damage
to both; and while the damage would be heavy to
all, it would be heaviest, and it would fall soonest,
upon those who are paid in the form of wages each
week or each month for that week’s or that
month’s work.

Conditions change and the laws must be modified
from time to time to fit new exigencies. But the
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genuine underlying principle of protection, as it
has been embodied in all but one of the American
tariff laws for the last forty years, has worked out
results so beneficent, so evenly and widely spread,
so advantageous alike to farmers and capitalists and
workingmen, to commerce and trade of every kind,
that the American people, if they show their usual
practical business sense, will insist that when these
laws are modified they shall be modified with the
utmost care and conservatism, and by the friends
and not the enemies of the protective system. They
can not afford to trust the modification to those who
treat protection and robbery as synonymous terms.

In closing what I have to say about the system of
promoting American industry let me add a word
of cordial agreement with the policy of in some way
including within its benefits, by appropriate legis-
lation, the American merchant marine. It is not
creditable to us as a nation that our great export
and import trade should be wellnigh exclusively in
the hands of foreigners.

It is difficult to know if our opponents are really
sincere in their demand for the reduction of the
Army. If insincere, there is no need for comment,
and if sincere, what shall we say in speaking to
rational persons of an appeal to reduce an Army of
sixty thousand men which is taking care of the in-
terests of over eighty million people? The Army is
now relatively smaller than it was in the days of
Washington, when on the peace establishment there
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were thirty-six nundred soldiers, while there were
a little less than four millions of population; smaller
than it was in the peaceful days of Jefferson, when
there were fifty-one hundred soldiers to five mil-
lion three hundred thousand population. There is
now one soldier to every fourteen hundred people in
this country—Iless than one-tenth of one per cent.
‘We can not be asked seriously to argue as to the
amount of possible tyranny contained in these
figures. The Army as it is now is as small as it
can possibly be and serve its purpose as an effective
nucleus for the organization, equipment, and supply
of a volunteer army in time of need. It is now
used, as never before, for aiding in the upbuilding
of the organized militia of the country. The War
Department is engaged in a systematic effort to
strengthen and develop the National Guard in the
several States; as witness, among many other in-
stances, the great field manceuvres at Manassas,
which have just closed. If our opponents should
come into power they could not reduce our Army
below its present size without greatly impairing its
efficiency and abandoning part of the national duty.
In short, in this matter, if our opponents should
come into power they would either have to treat
this particular promise of the year 1904 as they now
treat the promises they made in 1896 and 19oo,
that is, as possessing no binding force; or else they
would have to embark on a policy which would be
Iudicrous at the moment, and fraught with grave
danger to the national honor in the future.



82 Presidential Addresses

Our opponents contend that the Government is
now administered extravagantly, and that whereas
there was “‘a surplus of $80,000,000 in 1900” there
is “a deficit of more than $40,000,000” in the year
that has just closed.

This deficit is imaginary, and is obtained by in-
cluding in the ordinary current expenses the sum
of fifty millions, which was paid for the right of
way of the Panama Canal out of the accumulated
surplus in the Treasury. Comparing the current
or ordinary expenditures for the two years, there
was a surplus of nearly eighty millions for the year
1900, and of only a little more than eight millions
for the year that has just closed. But this diminu-
tion of the annual surplus was brought about de-
signedly by the abolition of the war taxes in the
interval between the two dates. The acts of
March 2, 1901, and April 12, 1902, cut down the
internal revenue taxes to an amount estimated at
one hundred and five millions a year. In other
words, the reduction of taxation has hbeen con-
siderably greater than the reduction in the annual
surplus. Since the close of the war with Spain
there has been no substantial change in the rate of
annual expenditures. As compared with the fiscal
year ending in June, 1901, for example, the fiscal
year that has just closed showed a relatively small
increase in expenditure (excluding the canal pay-
ment already referred to), while the year previous
showed a relatively small decrease.
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The expenditures of the Nation have been man-
aged in a spirit of economy as far removed from
waste as from niggardliness; and in the future
every effort will be continued to secure an economy
as strict as is consistent with efficiency. Once more
our opponents have promised what they can not or
should not perform. The prime reason why the
expenses of the Government have increased of
recent years is to be found in the fact that the
people, after mature thought, have deemed it wise
to have certain new forms of work for the public
undertaken by the public. This necessitates such
expenditures, for instance, as those for rural free
delivery, or for the inspection of meats under the
Department of Agriculture, or for irrigation. But
these new expenditures are necessary; no one would
seriously propose to abandon them; and yet it is
idle to declaim against the increased expense of the
Government unless it is intended to cut down the
very expenditures which cause the increase. The
pensions to the veterans of the Civil War are de-
manded by every sentiment of regard and grati-
tude. The rural free delivery is of the greatest
use and convenience to the farmers, a body of men
who live under conditions which make them ordi-
narily receive little direct return for what they pay
toward the support of the Government. The irri-
gation policy in the arid and semi-arid regions of
the West is one fraught with the most beneficent
and far-reaching good to the actual settlers, th¢
homemakers, whose encouragement is a traditional
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feature in America’s National policy. Do our op-
ponents grudge the fifty millions paid for the
Panama Canal? Do they intend to cut down on
the pensions to the veterans of the Civil War?
Do they intend to put a stop to the irrigation policy ?
or to the permanent census bureau? or to immigra-
tion inspection? Do they intend to abolish rural
free delivery? Do they intend to cut down the
Navy? or the Alaskan telegraph system? Do they
intend to dismantle our coast fortifications? If
there is to be a real and substantial cutting down in
national expenditures it must be in such matters
as these. The Department of Agriculture has done
service of incalculable value to the farmers of this
country in many different lines. Do our opponents
wish to cut down the money for this service? They
can do it only by destroying the usefulness of the
service itself.

The public work of the United States has never
been conducted with a higher degree of honesty
and efficiency than at the present time; and a special
meed of praise belongs to those officials responsible
for the Philippines and Porto Rico, where the ad-
ministrations have been models of their kind. Of
course, wrong has occasionally occurred, but it has
been relentlessly stamped out. We have known no
party in dealing with offenders, and have hunted
down without mercy every wrong-doer in the ser-
vice of the Nation whom it was possible by the ut-
most vigilance to detect; for the public servant who
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betrays his trust and the private individual who de-
bauches him stand as the worst of criminals, because
their crimes are crimes against the entire commu-
nity, and not only against this generation, but
against the generations that are yet to be.

Our opponents promise independence to the
Philippine Islands. Here again we are confronted
by the fact that their irreconcilable differences of
opinion among themselves, their proved inability to
create a constructive policy when in power, and
their readiness, for the sake of momentary political
expediency, to abandon the principles upon which
they have insisted as essential, conspire to puzzle us
as to whether they do or do not intend in good faith
to carry out this promise if they are given control
of the Government. In their platform they de-
clare for independence, apparently—for their lan-
guage is a little obscure—without qualification as to
time; and indeed a qualification as to time is an ab-
surdity, for we have neither right nor power to bind
our successors when it is impossible to foretell the
conditions which may confront them; while if there
is any principle involved in the matter, it is just as
wrong to deny independence for a few years as to
deny it for an indefinite period. But in later and
equally official utterances by our opponents the term
self-government was substituted for independence;
the words used being so chosen that in their natural
construction they described precisely the policy now
being carried on. The language of the platform in-
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dicated a radical change of policy; the later utter-
ances indicated a continuance of the present policy.
But this caused trouble in their own ranks; and in a
still later, although less formal, utterance, the self-
government promise was recanted, and independence
at some future time was promised in its place. They
have occupied three entirely different positions with-
in fifty days. Which is the promise they really in-
tend to keep? They do not know their own minds;
and no one can tell how long they would keep of
the same mind, should they by any chance come to
a working agreement among themselves. If such
ambiguity affected only the American people it
would not so greatly matter; for the American peo-
ple can take care of themselves. But the Filipinos
are in no such condition. Confidence is with them
a plant of slow growth. They have been taught to
trust the word of this Government because this Gov-
ernment has promised nothing which it did not per-
form. If promised independence they will expect
independence; not in the remote future, for their
descendants, but immediately, for themselves. If
the promise thus made is not immediately fulfilled
they will regard it as broken, and will not again trust
to American faith; and it would be indeed a wicked
thing to deceive them in such fashion. Moreover,
even if the promise were made to take effect only in
the distant future, the Filipinos would be thrown
into confusion thereby. Instead of continuing to
endeavor to fit themselves for moral and material
advancement in the present, they would abandon all
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effort at progress and begin factional intrigues for
future power.

To promise to give them independence when it is
“prudent” to do so, or when they are “fit” for it, of
course implies that they are not fit for it now, and
that it would be imprudent to give it to them
now. But as we must ourselves be the judges as to
when they become “fit,” and when it would be “pru-
dent” to keep such a promise if it were made, it
necessarily follows that to make such a promise now
would amount to a deception upon the Filipinos.

It may well be that our opponents have no real
intention of putting their promise into effect. If
this is the case, if, in other words, they are insincere
in the promise they make, it is only necessary to say
again that it is unwise to trust men who are false
in one thing to deal with anything. The mere con-
sciousness of broken faith would hamper them in
continuing our policy in the islands; and only by
continuing unchanged this policy can the honor of
the country be maintained, or the interests of the
islands subserved. If, on the other hand, our op-
ponents came into power and attempted to carry out
their promises to the Filipinos by giving them in-
dependence, and withdrawing American control
from the islands, the result would be a frightful
calamity to the Filipinos themselves, and in its larger
aspect would amount to an international crime.
Anarchy would follow ; and the most violent anarchic
forces would be directed partly against the civil gov-
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ernment, partly against all forms of religious and
educational civilization. Bloody conflicts would in-
evitably ensue in the archipelago, and just as inevi-
tably the islands would become the prey of the first
Power which in its own selfish interest took up the
task we had cravenly abandoned. Of course, the
practical difficulty in adopting any such course of
action—such a “policy of scuttle,” as President Mc-
Kinley called it—would be found wellnigh insuper-
able. If it is morally indefensible to hold the archi-
pelago as a whole under our tutelage in the interest
of its own people, then it is morally indefensible to
hold any part of it. In such case, what right have
we to keep a coaling station? What right to keep
control over the Moro peoples? What right to pro-
tect the Igorrotes from their oppressors? What
right to protect the law-abiding friends of America
in the islands from treachery, robbery, and murder?
Yet, to abandon the islands completely, without
even retaining a coaling station, would mean to
abandon the position in the competition for the trade
of the Orient which we have acquired during the
last six years; and what is far more important, it
would mean irreparable damage to those who have
become the wards of the Nation. To abandon all
control over the Moros would amount to releasing
these Moros to prey upon the Christian Filipinos,
civilized or semi-civilized, as well as upon the com-
merce of other peoples. The Moros are in large
part still in the stage of culture where the occupa-
tions of the bandit and the pirate are those most
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highly regarded; and it has not been found prac-
tical to give them self-government in the sense that
we have been giving it to the Christian inhabitants.
To abandon the Moro country as our opponents
propose in their platform, would be precisely as if
twenty-five years ago we had withdrawn the Army
and the civil agents from within and around the
Indian reservations in the West, at a time when the
Sioux and the Apache were still the terror of our
settlers. It would be a criminal absurdity; and yet
our opponents have pledged themselves thereto. If
successful in the coming election they would either
have to break faith, or else to do an act which would
leave an indelible stain upon our national reputation
for courage, and for good sense. During the last
five years more has been done for the material and
moral well-being of the Filipinos than ever before
since the islands first came within the ken of civil-
ized man. We have opened before them a vista of
orderly development in their own interest, and not
a policy of exploitation. Every effort is being made
to fit the islanders for self-government, and they
have already in large measure received it, while for
the first time in their history their personal rights
and civil liberties have been guaranteed. They are
being educated; they have been given schools; they
have been given libraries; roads are being built for
their use; their health is being cared for; they have
been given courts in which they receive justice as
absolute as it is in our power to guarantee. Their
individual rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
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happiness are now by act of Congress jealously safe-
guarded under the American flag; and if the pro-
tection of the flag were withdrawn their rights would
be lost, and the islands would be plunged back under
some form of vicious tyranny. We have given them
more self-government than they have ever before
had; we are taking steps to increase it still further
by providing them with an elected legislative as-
sembly ; and surely we had better await the results of
this experiment—for it is a wholly new experiment
in Asia—before we make promises which as a Na-
tion we might be forced to break, or which they
might interpret one way and we another. It may
be asserted without fear of successful contradiction
that nowhere else in recent years has there been as
fine an example of constructive statesmanship and
wise and upright Administration as has been given
by the civil authorities, aided by the Army, in the
Philippine Islands. We have administered them in
the interest of their own people; and the Filipinos
themselves have profited most by our presence in
the islands; but they have also been of very great
advantage to us as a nation.

So far from having “sapped the foundations” of
free popular government at home by the course
taken in the Philippines, we have been spreading
its knowledge, and teaching its practice, among peo-
ples to whom it had never before been more than an
empty name. Our action represents a great stride
forward in spreading the principles of orderly lib-
erty throughout the world. “Our flag has not lost
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its gift of benediction in its world-wide journey to
their shores.” We have treated the power we have
gained as a solemn obligation, and have used it in
the interest of mankind; and the peoples of the
world, and especially the weaker peoples of the
world, are better off because of the position we have
assumed. To retrace our steps would be to give
proof of an infirm and unstable national purpose.

Four years ago, in his speech of acceptance, Presi-
dent McKinley said:

“We have been moving in untried paths, but our
steps have been guided by honor and duty. There
will be no turning aside, no wavering, no retreat.
No blow has been struck except for liberty and
humanity, and none will be. We will perform with-
out fear every national and international obligation.
The Republican party was dedicated to freedom
forty-four years ago. It has been the party of lib-
erty and emancipation from that hour; not of pro-
fession, but of performance. It broke the shackles
of four million slaves, and made them free, and to
the party of Lincoln has come another supreme
opportunity which it has bravely met in the liberation
of ten millions of the human family from the yoke
of imperialism. In its solution of great problems,
in its performance of high duties, it has had the
support of members of all parties in the past, and
it confidently invokes their co-operation in the
future.”

This is as true now as four years ago. We did
not take the Philippines at will, and we can not put
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them aside at will. Any abandonment of the policy
which we have steadily pursued in the islands would
be fraught with dishonor and disaster; and to such
dishonor and disaster I do not believe that the
American people will consent.

Alarm has been professed lest the Filipinos should
not receive all the benefits guaranteed to our people
at home by the Fourteenth Amendment to the Con-
stitution. As a matter of fact, the Filipinos have
already secured the substance of these benefits. This
Government has been true to the spirit of the Four-
teenth Amendment in the Philippines. Can our
opponents deny that here at home the principles of
the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments have
been in effect nullified? In this, as in many other
matters, we at home can well profit by the example
of those responsible for the actual management of
affairs in the Philippines. In our several common-
wealths here in the United States we, as a people,
now face the complex problem of securing fair
treatment to each man regardless of his race or color.
We can do so only if we approach the problem in
the spirit of courage, common-sense, and high-
minded devotion to the right, which has enabled
Governor Taft, Governor Wright, and their asso-
ciates, to do so noble a work in giving to the Philip-
pine people the benefit of the true principles of
American liberty.

Our appeal is made to all good citizens who hold
the honor and the interest of the Nation close to
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their hearts. The great issues which are at stake,
and upon which I have touched, are more than mere
partisan issues, for they involve much that comes
home to the individual pride and individual well-
being of our people. Under conditions as they ac-
tually are, good Americans should refuse, for the
sake of the welfare of the Nation, to change the
national policy. We, who are responsible for the ad-
ministration and legislation under which this coun-
try, during the last seven years, has grown so greatly
in well-being at home and in honorable repute
among the nations of the earth abroad, do not stand
inertly upon this record, do not use this record
as an excuse for failure of effort to meet new con-
ditions. On the contrary, we treat the record of
what we have done in the past as incitement to do
even better in the future. We believe that the prog-
ress that we have made may be taken as a measure
of the progress we shall continue to make if the
people again intrust the Government of the Nation
to our hands. We do not stand still. We press
steadily forward toward the goal of moral and ma-
terial well-being for our own people, of just and
fearless dealing toward all other peoples, in the
interest not merely of this country, but of mankind.
There is not a policy, foreign or domestic, which we
are now carrying out, which it would not be disas-
trous to reverse or abandon. If our opponents
should come in and should not reverse our policies,
then they would be branded with the brand of
broken faith, of false promise, of insincerity in word
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and deed; and no man can work to the advantage of
the Nation with such a brand clinging to him. If,
on the other hand, they should come in and reverse
any or all of our policies, by just so much would
the Nation as a whole be damaged. Alike as law-
makers and as administrators of the law we have
endeavored to do our duty in the interest of the
people as a whole. We make our appeal to no
class and to no section, but to all good citizens, in
whatever part of the land they dwell, and whatever
may be their occupation or worldly condition. We
have striven both for civic righteousness and for
national greatness; and we have faith to believe that
our hands will be upheld by all who feel love of
country and trust in the uplifting of mankind. We
stand for enforcement of the law and for obedience
to the law; our Government is a government of
orderly liberty equally alien to tyranny and to
anarchy; and its foundation-stone is the observance
of the law, alike by the people and by the public
servants. We hold ever before us as the all-im-
portant end of policy and administration the reign of
peace at home and throughout the world; of peace,
which comes only by doing justice.
Faithfully yours,
THEODORE ROOSEVELT.
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REMARKS AT THE WHITE HOUSE, SEPT. 24,
1904, ON THE OCCASION OF THE RECEPTION
OF THE INTERPARLIAMENTARY UNION

Gentlemen of the Interparliamentary Union:

I greet you with profound pleasure as repre-
sentatives in a special sense of the great interna-
tional movement for peace and goodwill among the
nations of the earth. It is a matter of gratification
to all Americans that we have had the honor of re-
ceiving you here as the Nation’s guests. You are
men skilled in the practical work of government in
your several countries; and this fact adds weight to
your championship of the cause of international
justice. I thank you for your kind allusions to
what the Government of the United States has ac-
complished for the policies you have at heart, and
I assure you that this Government’s attitude will
continue unchanged in reference thereto. We are
even now taking steps to secure arbitration treaties
with all other Governments which are willing to
enter into them with us.

In response to your resolutions I shall at an early
date ask the other nations to join in a second Con-
gress at The Hague. I feel, as I am sure you do,
that our efforts should take the shape of pushing
forward toward completion the work already begun
at The Hague, and that whatever is now done
should appear not as something divergent there-
from, but as a continuance thereof. At the first
conference at The Hague several questions were
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left unsettled, and it was expressly provided that
there should be a second conference. A reasonable
time has eclapsed, and I feel that your body has
shown sound judgment in concluding that a second
conference should now be called to carry some steps
further toward completion the work of the first.
It would be visionary to expect too immediate suc-
cess for the great cause you are championing; but
very substantial progress can be made if we strive
with resolution and good sense toward the goal of
securing among the nations of the earth, as among
the individuals of each nation, a just sense of respon-
sibility in each toward others, and a just recogni-
tion in each of the rights of others. The right and
the responsibility must go hand in hand. Our effort
must be unceasing both to secure in each nation
tull acknowledgment of the rights of others, and
to bring about in each nation an ever growing sense
of its own responsibilities.

At an early date I shall issue the call for the con-
ference you request.

I again greet you and bid you welcome in the
name of the American people, and wish you God-
speed in your efforts for the common good of
mankind.
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WiHITE Housg, WASHINGTON
November 4, 1904

Certain slanderous accusations as to Mr. Cor-
telyou and myself have been repeated time and
again by Judge Parker, the candidate of his party
for the office of President. HHe neither has pro-
duced nor can produce any proof of their truth;
yet he has not withdrawn them; and as his position
gives them wide currency, I speak now lest the
silence of self-respect be misunderstood. Mr.
Parker’s charges are in effect that the President
of the United States and Mr. Cortelyou, formerly
Mr. Cleveland’s executive clerk, then Mr. McKin-
ley's and my secretary, then Secretary of Commerce
and Labor, and now Chairman of the Republican
National Committee, have been in a conspiracy to
blackmail corporations, Mr. Cortelyou using his
knowledge gained while he was Secretary of the
Department of Commerce and Labor to extort
money from the corporations, and I, the President,
having appointed him for this especial purpose.
The gravamen of these charges lies in the assertion
that the corporations have been blackmailed into
contributing, and in the implication, which in one
or two of Mr. Parker’s speeches has taken the form
practically of an assertion, that they have been
promised certain immunities or favors, or have
been assured that they would receive some kind of
improper consideration in view of their contribu-
tions. That contributions have been made to the
Republican Committee, as contributions have been
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made to the Democratic Committee, is not the ques-
tion at issue. Mr. Parker’s assertion is in effect
that such contributions have been made for im-
proper motives, either in consequence of threats or
in consequence of improper promises, direct or in-
direct, on the part of the recipients. Mr. Parker
knows best whether this is true of the contributions
to his campaign fund which have come through his
trusted friends and advisers who represent the
great corporate interests that stand behind him.
But there is not one particle of truth in the state-
ment as regards anything that has gone on in the
management of the Republican campaign. Mr.
Parker’s accusations against Mr. Cortelyou and me
are monstrous. If true they would brand both of
us forever with infamy; and inasmuch as they are
false, heavy must be the condemnation of the man
making them. I chose Mr. Cortelyou as Chairman
of the National Committee after having failed
successively to persuade Mr. Elihu Root, Mr. W.
Murray Crane, and Mr. Cornelius N. Bliss to ac-
cept the position. I chose him with extreme re-
luctance, because I could ill spare him from the
Cabinet. But I felt that he possessed the high integ-
rity which I demanded in the man who was to man-
age my campaign. I am content that Mr. Parker
and I should be judged by the public on the char-
acters of the two menwhomwe chose to manage our
campaigns; he by the character of his nominee, Mr.
Thomas Taggart, and I by the character of Mr.
Cortelyou. The assertion that Mr. Cortelyou had
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any knowledge, gained while in an official position,
whereby he was enabled to secure and did secure
any contributions from any corporation is a false-
hood. The assertion that there has been any black-
mail, direct or indirect, by Mr. Cortelyou or by me
is a falsehood. The assertion that there has been
made in my behalf and by my authority, by Mr.
Cortelyou or by any one else, any pledge or promise,
or that there has been any understanding as to
future immunities or benefits, in recognition of any
contributions from any source, is a wicked false-
hood.

That Mr. Parker should desire to avoid the dis-
cussion of principles I can well understand; for it
is but the bare truth to say that he has not attacked
us on any matter of principle or upon any action
of the Government save after first misstating that
principle or that action. But I can not understand
how any honorable man, a candidate for the highest
office in the gift of the people, can take refuge not
merely in personalities, but in such base and un-
worthy personalities. If I deemed it necessary to
support my flat denial by any evidence, I would
ask all men of common-sense to ponder well what
has been done in this campaign by Mr. Cortelyou,
and to compare it with what Mr. Parker himself
did when he was managing Mr. Hill's campaign
for Governor; and to compare what has been done
as regards the great corporations and moneyed in-
terests under this Administration with what was
done under the last Democratic Administration
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while Mr. Olney was Attorney-General; I would ask
all honest men whether they seriously deem it pos-
sible that the course this Administration has taken
in every matter, from the Northern Securities suit
to the settlement of the anthracite coal strike, is
compatible with any theory of public behavior save
the theory of doing exact justice to all men with-
out fear and without favoritism; I would ask all
honest and fair-minded men to remember that the
agents through whom I have worked are Mr. Knox
and Mr. Moody in the Department of Justice, Mr.
Cortelyou in the Department of Commerce and
Labor, and Mr. Garfield in the Bureau of Corpora-
tions, and that no such act of infamy as Mr. Parker
charges could have been done without all these men
being parties to it.

The statements made by Mr. Parker are un-
qualifiedly and atrociously false. As Mr. Cortel-
you has said to me more than once during the
campaign, if elected I shall go into the Presidency
unhampered by any pledge, promise, or under-
standing of any kind, sort or description, save my
promise, made openly to the American people, that
so far as in my power lies I shall see to it that every
man has a square deal, no less and no more.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT.
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ADDRESS AT THE UNVEILING OF THE STATUE
OF FREDERICK THE GREAT, AT WASH-
INGTON, NOV. 19, 1904

Mr. Ambassador:

Through you I wish on behalf of the people of
the United States to thank his Majesty, the Ger-
man Emperor, and the people of Germany for the
gift to the Nation which you have just formally
delivered to me. I accept it with deep appreciation
of the friendly regard which it typifies for the
people oi this Republic both on the part of the
Emperor and on the part of the German people.
I accept it not merely as the statue of one of the
half-dozen greatest soldiers of all time, and there-
fore peculiarly appropriate for placing in this War
College, but I accept it as the statue of a great man,
whose life was devoted to the service of a great
people, and whose deeds hastened the approach of
the day when a united Germany should spring into
being.

As a soldier Frederick the Great ranks in that
very, very small group which includes Alexander,
Cesar, and Hannibal in antiquity, and Napoleon,
and possibly Gustavus Adolphus, in modern times.
He belonged to the ancient and illustrious house of
ITohenzollern, which, after playing a strong and
virile part in the Middle Ages, and after producing
some men, like the great Elector, who were among
the most famous princes of their time, founded the
royal house of Prussia two centuries ago, and at

5—Vor. XV
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last in our own day established the mighty Ger-
man Empire as among the foremost of world
powers. We receive this gift now at the hands of
the present Emperor, himself a man who has
markedly added to the lustre of his great house and
his great nation, a man who has devoted his life
to the welfare of his people, and who, while keep-
ing ever ready to defend the rights of that people,
has also made it evident in emphatic fashion that
he and they desire peace and friendship with the
other nations of the earth.

It is not my purpose here to discuss at length
the career of the mighty King and mighty General
whose statue we have just received. In all his-
tory no other great commander save only Hannibal
fought so long against such terrible odds, and while
Hannibal finally failed, Frederick finally triumphed.
In almost every battle he fought against great
odds, and he almost always won the victory. When
defeated he rose to an even greater altitude than
when victorious. The memory of the Seven Years’
War will last as long as there lives in mankind the
love of heroism, and its operations will be studied
to the minutest detail as long as the world seces a
soldier worthy of the name. It is difficult to know
whether to admire most the victories of Leuthen
and Prague, Rossbach and Zorndorf, or the heart-
breaking campaigns after Kunersdorf, when the
great King, after having been beaten to the ground
by the banded might of Europe, yet rose again and
by an exhibition of skill, tenacity, energy, and dar-
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ing such as had never before been seen united in
one person, finally wrested triumph from defeat.
Not only must the military scholar always turn to
the carcer of Frederick the Great for lessons in
strategy and tactics; not only must the military
administrator always turn to his career for lessons
in organizing success; not only will the lover of
heroism read the tales of his mighty feats as long
as mankind cares for heroic deeds; but even those
who are not attracted by the valor of the soldier
must yet, for the sake of the greatness of the man,
ponder and admire the lessons taught by his un-
daunted resolution, his inflexible tenacity of pur-
pose, his farsighted grasp of lofty possibilities, and
his unflinching, unyielding determination in follow-
ing the path he had marked out. It is eminently
fitting that the statue of this iron soldier, this born
leader of men, should find a place in this War Col-
lege; forwhen soldierly genius and soldierly heroism
reach the highest point of achievement the man in
whom they are displayed grows to belong not
merely to the nation from which he sprang, but to
all nations capable of showing, and therefore capa-
ble of appreciating, the virile and masterful virtues
which alone make victors in those dread struggles
where resort is at last had to the arbitrament of
arms.

But, Mr. Ambassador, in accepting the statue
given us to-day through you from the German Em-
peror, I accept it not merely because it is the statue
of a mighty and terrible soldier, but I accept it as
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a symbol of the ties of friendship and goodwill
which I trust as the years go on will bind ever closer
together the American and the German peoples.
There is kinship of blood between the two nations.
We of the United States are of mixed stock. In
our veins runs the blood of almost all the peoples
of middle, northern, and western Europe. We al-
ready have a history of which we feel that we have
the right to be legitimately proud, and yet our na-
tionality is still in the formative period. Nearly
three centuries have elapsed since the landing of
the English at Jamestown marked the beginning
of what has since grown into the United States.
During these three centuries streams of new-
comers from many different countries abroad have
in each generation contributed to swell the increase
of our people. Soon after the English settled in
Virginia and New England, the Hollander settled
at the mouth of the Hudson and the Swede at the
mouth of the Delaware. Even in Colonial days
the German element had become very strong
among our people in various parts of this coun-
try; the Irish element was predominant in the foot-
hills of the Alleghenies; French Huguenots were
numerous. By the time of the Declaration of In-
dependence that process of fusion which has gone
on ever since was well under way. From the be-
ginning of our national history men of German
origin or German parentage played a distinguished
part in the affairs both of peace and of war. In
the Revolutionary War one of the leading generals
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was Muhlenberg, an American of German descent,
just as among the soldiers from abroad who came
to aid us one of the most prominent was the Ger-
man, Steuben. Muhlenberg was the first Speaker
of the House of Representatives; and the battle
which in the Revolution saved the valley of the
Mohawk to the American cause was fought under
the lead of the German, Herkimer. As all the dif-
ferent races here tend rapidly to fuse together, it
is rarely possible after one or two generations to
draw a sharp line between the various elements;
but there is no student of our national conditions
who has failed to appreciate what an invaluable
element in our composite stock the German is.
Here, on this platform, Mr. Ambassador, among
those present to-day are many men partly or wholly
of German blood, and among the officers of the
Army and Navy who have listened to you and
who now join with me in greeting you there are
many whose fathers or grandfathers were born in
Germany, and not a few who themselves first saw
the light there.

Each nation has its allotted tasks to do; each
nation has its peculiar difficulties to encounter;
and as the peoples of the world tend to become more
closely knit together alike for good and for evil,
it becomes ever more important to all that each
should prosper; for the prosperity of one is nor-
mally not a sign of menace but a sign of hope for
the rest. Here on this Continent where it is ab-
solutely essential that the different peoples coming
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to our shores should not remain separate, but
should fuse into one, our unceasing effort is to
strive to keep and profit by the good that each race
brings to our shores, and at the same time to
do away with all racial and religious animosities
among the various stocks. In both efforts we have
met with an astonishing measure of success. As
the years go by it becomes not harder but easier to
live in peace and goodwill among ourselves; and I
firmly believe that it will also become not harder
but easier to dwell in peace and friendship with the
other nations of the earth. A young people, a
people of composite stock, we have kinship with
many different nations, but we are identical with
none of them, and are developing a separate na-
tional stock as we have already developed a separate
national life. We have in our veins the blood of
the Englishman, the Irishman, and the Welshman,
the German and the Frenchman, the Scotchman,
the Dutchman, the Scandinavian, the Italian, the
Magyar, the Finn, the Slav, so that to each of the
great powers of the Old World we can claim a
more or less distant kinship by blood; and to each
strain of blood we owe some peculiar quality in our
national life or national character. As such is the
case it is natural that we should have a peculiar
feeling of nearness to each of many peoples across
the water. We most earnestly wish not only to keep
unbroken our friendship for each, but so far as we
can without giving offence by an appearance of med-
dling, to seek to bring about a better understand-
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ing and a broader spirit of fair dealing and tolera-
tion among all nations. It has been my great
pleasure, Mr. Ambassador, in pursuance of this
object, recently to take with you the first steps in
the negotiation of a treaty of friendly arbitration
between Germany and the United States.

In closing, let me thank you, and through you
the German Emperor and the German people, for
this statue, which I accept in the name of the
American people; a people claiming blood kinship
with your own; a people owing much to Germany;
a people which, though with a national history far
shorter than that of your people, nevertheless, like
your people, is proud of the great deeds of its past,
and is confident in the majesty of its future. I
most earnestly pray that in the coming years these
two great nations shall move on toward their sev-
eral destinies knit together by ties of the heartiest
friendship and goodwill.
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REMARKS AT ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, WASH-
INGTON, D. C,, NOV. 20, 1904

Cardinal Gibbons, Father Stafford, and you, my
Fellow-Americans:

Tt is a great pleasure to me to be present with you
to-day to assist at the dedication of the school, hall,
and rectory of this Parish, a Parish whose one hun-
dred and tenth anniversary we also now celebrate;
for this Parish was founded six years before the
national capital was placed in the present District
of Columbia. I am glad indeed to have been intro-
duced, Cardinal Gibbons, by you, the spiritual rep-
resentative in a peculiar sense of that Bishop Car-
roll who played so illustrious a part in the affairs of
the Church, and whose kinsfolk played as illustrious
a part in the affairs of the Nation at the dawning
of this Government. In greeting all of you I wish
to say that I am especially glad to see the children
present. You know I believe in children. I want
to see enough of them and of the right kind.

I wish to-day, in the very brief remarks that I
have to make, to dwell upon this thought—the
thought that ought to be in the mind of every man
and woman here, the thought that while in this
country we need wise laws honestly and fearlessly
executed, and while we can not afford to tolerate
anything but the highest standard in the public ser-
vice of the Government, vet that in the last analysis
the future of the country must depend upon the
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quality of the individual home, of the individual
man or woman in that home. The future of this
country depends upon the way in which the average
man and the average woman in it does his or her
duty, and that very largely depends upon the way
in which the average boy or girl is brought up.
Therefore, a peculiar responsibility rests upon those
whose lifework it is to see to the spiritual welfare
of our people and upon those who make it their
lifework to try to train the citizens of the future
so that they shall be worthy of that future. In
wishing you well to-day, I wish you well in doing
the most important work which is allotted to any
of our people to do. The rules of good citizenship
are tolerably simple. The trouble is not in finding
them out; the trouble is in living up to them after
they have been found out. I think we all of us
know fairly well what qualities they are which in
their sum make up the type of character we like
to see in man or wife, son or daughter; but I am
afraid we do not always see them as well devel-
oped as we would like to. I wish to see in the
average American citizen the development of the
two sets of qualities which we can roughly indicate
as sweetness and strength—the qualities on the one
hand which make the man able to hold his own,
and those which on the other hand make him jeal-
ous for the rights of others just as much as for nis
own rights. We must have both sets of qualities.
In the first place, the man must have the power to
hold his own. You probably know that I do not
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care very much for the coward or the moral weak-
ling. I want each of you boys, and the girls just
as much, and each of you young men and young
women, to have the qualities without which people
may be amiable and pleasant while things go well,
but without which they can not succeed in times of
stern trial. I wish to see in the man manliness, in
the woman womanliness. I wish to see courage,
perseverance, the willingness to face work, to face,
you men, if it is necessary, danger, the determina-
tion not to shrink back when temporarily beaten in
life, as each one will be now and then, but to come
up again and wrest triumph from defeat. I want
to see you men strong men and brave men, and in
addition T wish to see each man of you feel that
his strength and his courage but make him the
worse unless to that strength and courage are
joined the qualities of tenderness toward those he
loves, who are dependent upon him, and of right
dealing with all his neighbors.

Finally, T want to congratulate all of us here
on certain successes that we have achieved in the
century and a quarter that has gone by of our
American life. We have difficulties enough, and
we are a long ways short of perfection. I do not
see any immediate danger of our growing too
good ; there is ample room for effort yet left. But
we have achieved certain results, we have succeeded
in measurably realizing certain ideals. We have
grown to accept it as an axiomatic truth of our
American life that the man is to be treated on his
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worth as a man, without regard to the accidents of
his position ; that this is not a Government designed
to favor the rich man as such, or the poor man as
such, but that it is designed to favor every man,
rich or poor, if he is a decent man who acts fairly
by his fellows. We have grown to realize that
part of the foundations upon which our liberty rests
is the right of each man to worship his Creator
according to the dictates of his conscience, and the
duty of each man to respect his fellow who so wor-
ships Him. And, oh! my countrymen, one of the
best auguries for the future of this country, for the
future of this mighty and majestic Nation of ours,
lies in the fact that we have grown to regard one
another, that we brothers have grown to regard one
another, with a broad and kindly charity, and to
realize the field for human endeavor is wide, that
the field for charitable, philanthropic, religious work
is wide, and that while a corner of it remains un-
tilled we do a dreadful wrong if we fail to welcome
the work done in that field by every man, no mat-
ter what his creed, provided only he works with a
lofty sense of his duty to God and his duty to his
neighbor.
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REMARKS INTRODUCING REV. CHARLES WAG-
NER, AT THE LAFAYETTE OPERA HOUSE,
WASHINGTON, D. C,, NOV. 22, 1904

My. Macfarland, Mr. Wagner, Men and Women of
Washington:

This is the first and will be the only time during
my Presidency that I shall ever introduce a speaker
to an audience; and I am more than glad to do it in
this instance, because if there is one book which I
should like to have read as a tract, and also, what is
not invariably true of tracts, as an interesting tracrt,
by all our people, it is “The Simple Life,” written
by Mr. Wagner. There are other books which he
has written from which we can gain great good,
but I know of no other book written of recent years
anywhere, here or abroad, which contains so much
that we of America ought to take to our hearts as
is contained in “The Simple Life.” I like the book
because it does not merely preach to the rich, and
does not merely preach to the poor. It is a very
easy thing to address a section of the community in
reprobation of the forms of vice to which it is not
prone. What we need to have impressed upon us
1s that it is not usually the root principle of the vice
that varies with variation in social conditions, but
that it is the manifestation of the vice that varies;
and Mr. Wagner has well brought out the great
fundamental truth that the brutal arrogance of a
rich man who looks down upon a poor man because
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he is poor, and the brutal envy and hatred felt by
a poor man toward a rich man merely because he is
rich, are at bottom twin manifestations of the same
vice. They are simply different sides of the same
shield. The arrogance that looks down in the one
case, the envy that hates in the other, are really
exhibitions of the same mean, base, and unlovely
spirit which happens in one case to be in different
surroundings from what it is in the other case. The
kind of man who would be arrogant in one case is
precisely the kind of man who would be envious
and filled with hatred in the other. The ideal should
be the just, the generous, the broad-minded man
who is as incapable of arrogance if rich as he is
of malignant envy and hatred if poor.

No republic can permanently exist when it be-
comes a republic of classes, where the man feels
not the interest of the whole people, but the interest
of the particular class to which he belongs, or fancies
that he belongs, as being of prime importance. In
antiquity, republics failed as they did because they
tended to become either a republic of the few who
expleited the many, or a republic of the many who
plundered the few, and in either case the end of
the republic was inevitable; just as much so in one
case as in the other, and no more so in one case
than in the other. We can keep this Republic true
to the principles of those who founded, and of those
who afterward preserved it, we can keep it a Re-
public at all, only by remembering that we must
live up to the theory of its founders, to the theory
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of treating each man on his worth as a man; neither
holding it for nor against him that he occupies any
particular station in life, so long as he does his duty
fairly and well by his fellows and by the Nation as a
whole.

So much for the general philosophy taught so
admirably in Mr. Wagner’s book—I might say
books, but I am thinking especially of “The Simple
Life,” because that has been the book that has ap-
pealed to me particularly. Now, a word with spe-
cial reference to his address to this audience, to the
Young Men’s Christian Association: The profound
regard which T have always felt for those responsi-
ble for the work of the Young Men’s Christian As-
sociation and the Young Women’s Christian Asso-
ciation, is largely because they have practically
realized, or at least have striven practically to
realize, the ideal of adherence to the text which
reads, “Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers
only.” If you here to-day came here only with the
idea of passing a pleasant afternoon and then go
home and do not actually practice somewhat of what
Mr. Wagner preaches and practices, then small will
be the use of your coming. It is not of the slightest
use to hear the word if you do not try to put it
into effect afterward. The Young Men’s Christian
Associations have accomplished so much because
those who have managed them have tried practically
to do their part in bringing about what is expressed
in the phrase ‘“the fatherhood of God, and the
brotherhood of men.” We can act individually or



And State Papers 11§

we can act by associations. I intend this afternoon
to illustrate by a couple of examples what I mean
by a man acting individually, and what I mean by a
man acting in associations with his fellows. I hesi-
tated whether I would use, as I shall use, the names
of the people whom I meant, but I came to the con-
clusion that I would, because the worth of an
example consists very largely in the knowledge that
the example is a real one.

I have been immensely interested for a number of
years in the working of the Civic Club in New
York, which has been started and superintended by
Mr. Norton Goddard. Tt is a club on the East Side
of New York City, the range of whose membership
includes a big district of the city, extending from
about Lexington Avenue to the East River. Mr.
Goddard realized that such work can be done to
best advantage only upon condition of there being
genuine and hearty sympathy among those doing
it. There are a great many people so made in this
world (I think most of us come under the category)
that they would resent being patronized about as
much as being wronged. Great good can never be
done if it is attempted in a patronizing spirit. Mr.
Goddard realized that the work could be done
efficiently only on condition of getting into close and
hearty touch with the people through whom and
with whom he was to work. In consequence, this
Civic Club was founded, and it has gradually ex-
tended its operations until now the entire club mem-
bership of three or four thousand men practically
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form a committee of betterment in social and civic
life; a committee spread throughout that district,
each member keeping a sharp lookout over the for-
tunes of all his immediate neighbors, of all of those
of his neighborhood who do not come within the ken
of some other member of the club. Therefore, any
case of great destitution, of great suffering, in the
district, almost inevitably comes to the attention
of some member of the club, who then reports it at
headquarters, so that steps can be taken to alleviate
the misery; and I have reason to believe that there
has been in consequence a very sensible general up-
lifting, a general increase of happiness, throughout
the district. If we had a sufficient number of clubs
of this kind throughout our great cities, while we
would not by any means have solved all of the
terrible problems that press upon us for solution in
connection with municipal misgovernment and with
the overcrowding, misery, vice, disease, and poverty
of great cities, yet we would have taken a long
stride forward in the right direction toward their
solution. So much for the example that I use to
illustrate what I mean by work in combination.

As an example of what can be done, and should
be done, by the individual citizen, I shall mention
something that recently occurred in this city of
Washington, a thing that doubtless many of you
know about, but which was unknown to me until
recently. A few weeks ago when I was walking
back from church one Sunday I noticed a great fire
and found that it was Downey’s livery stable—you
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recollect it, three or four weeks ago when the livery
stable burned. Through a train of circumstances
that I need not mention, my attention was particu-
larly called to the case, and I looked into it. I had
long known of the very admirable work done with
singular modesty and self-effacement by Mr. Dow-
ney in trying to give homes to the homeless, and to
be himself a friend of those in a peculiar sense
friendless in this community; and I now by accident
found out what had happened in connection with
this particular incident. It appears that last spring
Mr. Downey started to build a new livery stable; his
stable is next door to a colored Baptist church. Mr.
Downey is a white man and a Catholic and these
neighbors of his are colored men and Baptists, and
their kinship was simply the kinship of that broad
humanity that should underlie all our feelings to-
ward one another., Mr. Downey started to build his
stable, and naturally wanted to have it as big a
stable as possible and build it right up to the limits
of his land. That brought the wall close up against
the back of the colored Baptists’ church, cutting out
the light and air. The preacher called upon him
and told him that they would like to purchase a strip
six feet broad of the ground of Mr. Downey, upon
which he was intending to build, as it would be a
great inconvenience to them to lose the light and the
air; that they were aware that it was asking a good
deal of him to cramp the building out of which he
intended to make his livelihood, but that they hoped
he would do it because of their need. After a good
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deal of thought, Mr. Downey came to the conclusion
that he ought to grant the request, and so he notified
them that he would change his plans, make a some-
what smaller building, and sell them the six feet of
land in the strip adjoining their church. After a
little while the preacher came around with the trus-
tees of his church and said that they very much
appreciated Mr. Downey’s courtesy, and were sorry
they had bothered him as they had, because, on look-
ing into the affairs of the church, they found that
as they were already in debt they did not feel war-
ranted in incurring any further financial obligations,
and so they had to withdraw their request. They
thanked him for his kindly purpose, and said good-
by. But Mr. Downey found he could not get to
sleep that night until finally he made up his mind
that as they could not buy it he would give it to them
anyway ; which he did. But, unfortunately, we know
that the tower of Siloam often falls upon the just
and the unjust alike, and Mr. Downey’s livery stable
caught fire, and burned down. It was Sunday morn-
ing, and the Baptist church was in session next
door to him; and the clergyman stopped and said,
“Now, you women stay here and pray, and you men
go straight out and help our benefactor, Mr.
Downey”; and go out they did, and got his horses
all out, so that none of them was burned, although
he suffered otherwise a total loss. Now, I call that
a practical application of Mr. Wagner’s teachings.
Here in Washington we have a right to be proud
of a citizen like Mr. Downey; and if only we can
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develop enough such citizens, we shall turn out just
the kind of community that does not need to, but
will always be glad to, study ‘“The Simple Life,”
the author of which I now introduce to you.

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES, COMMUNICATED TO THE TWO HOUSES
OF CONGRESS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE THIRD
SESSION OF THE FIFTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS

To the Senate and House of Representatives:
The Nation continues to enjoy noteworthy pros-

perity. Such prosperity is of course primarily due
to the high individual average of our citizenship,
taken together with our great natural resources; but
an important factor therein is the working of our
long-continued governmental policies. The people
have emphatically expressed their approval of the
principles underlying these policies, and their desire
that these principles be kept substantially unchanged,
although of course applied in a progressive spirit
to meet changing conditions.

The enlargement of scope of the functions of the
National Government required by our development
as a nation involves, of course, increase of expense;
and the period of prosperity through which the
country is passing justifies expenditures for perma-
nent improvements far greater than would be wise
in hard times. Battleships and forts, public build-
ings, and improved waterways are investments
which should be made when we have the money;
but abundant revenues and a large surplus always



120 Presidential Addresses

invite extravagance, and constant care should be
taken to guard against unnecessary increase of the
ordinary expenses of government. The cost of
doing Government business should be regulated
with the same rigid scrutiny as the cost of domg
4 private business.

In the vast and complicated mechanism of our
modern civilized life the dominant note is the note
of industrialism; and the relations of capital and
labor, and especially of organized capital and organ-
ized labor, to each other and to the public at large
come second in importance only to the intimate ques-
tions of family life. Our peculiar form of govern-
ment, with its sharp division of authority between
the Nation and the several States, has been on the
whole far more advantageous to our development
than a more strongly centralized government. DBut
it is undoubtedly responsible for much of the diffi-
culty of meeting with adequate legislation the new
problems presented by the total change in industrial
conditions on this continent during the last half cen-
tury. In actual practice it has proved exceedingly
difficult, and in many cases impossible, to get una-
nimity of wise action among the various States on
these subjects. From the very nature of the case
this is especially true of the laws affecting the em-
ployment of capital in huge masses.

With regard to labor the problem is no less im-
portant, but it is simpler. As long as the States
retain the primary control of the police power the
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circumstances must be altogether extreme which
require interference by the Iederal authorities,
whether in the way of safeguarding the rights of
labor or in the way of seeing that wrong is not done
by unruly persons who shield themselves behind the
name of labor. If there is resistance to the Federal
courts, interference with the mails or interstate
commerce, or molestation of I'ederal property, or
if the State authorities in some crisis which they
are unable to face call for help, then the Federal
Government may interfere; but though such inter-
ference may be caused by a condition of things aris-
ing out of trouble connected with some question of
labor, the interference itself simply takes the form
of restoring order without regard to the questions
which have caused the breach of order—for to keep
order is a primary duty and in a time of disorder
and violence all other questions sink into abeyance
unti! order has been restored. In the District of
Columbia and in the Territories the Federal law
covers the entire field of government; but the labor
question is only acute in populous centres of com-
merce, manufactures, or mining. Nevertheless,
both in the enactment and in the enforcement of
law the Federal Government within its restricted
sphere should set an example to the State Govern-
ments, especially in a matter so vital as this affect-
ing labor. T believe that under modern industrial
conditions it is often necessary, and even where not
necessary it is yet often wise, that there should be
organization of labor in order better to secure the
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rights of the individual wage-worker. All encour-
agement should be given to any such organization,
so long as it is conducted with a due and decent
regard for the rights of others. There are in this
country some labor unions which have habitually,
and other labor unions which have often, been
among the most effective agents in working for
good citizenship and for uplifting the condition of
those whose welfare should be closest to our hearts.
But when any labor union seeks improper ends, or
seeks to achieve proper ends by improper means, all
good citizens and more especially all honorable pub-
lic servants must oppose the wrongdoing as reso-
lutely as they would oppose the wrongdoing of any
great corporation. Of course any violence, brutal-
ity, or corruption should not for one moment be
tolerated. Wage-workers have an entire right to
organize and by all peaceful and honorable means
to endeavor to persuade their fellows to join with
them in organizations. They have a legal right,
which, according to circumstances, may or may not
be a moral right, to refuse to work in company with
men who decline to join their organizations. They
have under no circumstances the right to commit
violence upon those, whether capitalists or wage-
workers, who refuse to support their organizations,
or who side with those with whom they are at odds;
for mob rule is intolerable in any form.

The wage-workers are peculiarly entitled to the
protection and the encouragement of the law. From
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the very nature of their occupation railroad men,
for instance, are liable to be maimed in doing the
legitimate work of their profession, unless the rail-
road companies are required by law to make ample
provision for their safety. The Administration has
been zealous in enforcing the existing law for this
purpose. That law should be amended and strength-
ened. Wherever the National Government has
power there should be a stringent employers’ lia-
bility law, which should apply to the Government it-
self where the Government is an employer of labor.

In my Message to the Fifty-seventh Congress, at
its second session, I urged the passage of an em-
ployers’ liability law for the District of Columbia.
I now renew that recommendation, and further rec-
ommend that the Congress appoint a commission
to make a comprehensive study of employers’ liabil-
ity with the view of extending the provisions of a
great and constitutional law to all employments
within the scope of Federal power.

The Government has recognized heroism upon the
water, and bestows medals of honor upon those
persons who by extreme and heroic daring have
endangered their lives in saving, or endeavoring to
save, lives from the perils of the sea in the waters
over which the United States has jurisdiction, or
upon an American vessel. This recognition should
be extended to cover cases of conspicuous bravery
and self-sacrifice in the saving of life in private em-
ployments under the jurisdiction of the United
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States, and particularly in the land commerce of the
Nation.

The ever-increasing casualty list upon our rail-
roads is a matter of grave public concern, and
urgently calls for action by the Congress. In the
matter of speed and comfort of railway travel our
railroads give at least as good service as those of
any other nation, and there is no reason why this
service should not also be as safe as human ingenu-
ity can make it. Many of our leading roads have
been foremost in the adoption of the most approved
safeguards for the protection of travelers and em-
ployees, yet the list of clearly avoidable accidents
continues unduly large. The passage of a law re-
quiring the adoption of a block-signal system has
been proposed to the Congress. I earnestly concur
in that recommendation, and would also point out
to the Congress the urgent need of legislation in the
interest of the public safety limiting the hours of
labor for railroad employees in train service upon
railroads engaged in interstate commerce, and pro-
viding that only trained and experienced persons be
employed in positions of responsibility connected
with the operation of trains. Of course, nothing can
ever prevent accidents caused by human weakness
or misconduct; and there should be drastic punish-
ment for any railroad employee, whether officer or
man, who by issuance of wrong orders or by dis-
obedience of orders causes disaster. The law of
1901, requiring interstate railroads to make monthly
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reports of all accidents to passengers and employees
on duty, should also be amended so as to empower
the Government to make a personal investigation,
through proper officers, of all accidents involving
loss of life which seem to require investigation,
with a requirement that the results of such inves-
tigation be made public.

The safety-appliance law, as amended by the Act
of March 2, 1903, has proved beneficial to railway
employees, and in order that its provisions may be
properly carried out, the force of inspectors pro-
vided for by appropriation should be largely in-
creased. This service is analogous to the Steam-
boat-Inspection Service, and deals with even more
important interests. It has passed the experimental
stage and demonstrated its utility, and should re-
ceive generous recognition by the Congress.

There is no objection to employees of the Gov-
ernment forming or belonging to unions; but the
Government can neither discriminate for nor dis-
criminate against non-union men who are in its
employment, or who seek to be employed under it.
Moreover, it is a very grave impropriety for Gov-
ernment employees to band themselves together for
the purpose of extorting improperly high salaries
from the Government. Especially is this true of
those within the classified service. The letter car-
riers, both municipal and rural, are as a whole an
excellent body of public servants. They should be

amply paid. But their payment must be obtained
6—VorL. XV
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by arguing their claims fairly and honorably before
the Congress, and not by banding together for the
defeat of those Congressmen who refuse to give
promises which they can not in conscience give.
The Administration has already taken steps to pre-
vent and punish abuses of this nature; but it will
be wise for the Congress to supplement this action
by legislation.

Much can be done by the Government in labor
matters merely by giving publicity to certain con-
ditions, The Bureau of Labor has done excellent
work of this kind in many different directions. I
shall shortly lay before you in a special message
the full report of the investigation of the Bureau of
Labor into the Colorado mining strike, as this is a
strike in which certain very evil forces, which are
more or less at work everywhere under the condi-
tions of modern industrialism, became startlingly
prominent. It is greatly to be wished that the De-
partment of Commerce and Labor, through the
Labor Bureau, should compile and arrange for the
Congress a list of the labor laws of the various
States, and should be given the means to investigate
and report to the Congress upon the labor conditions
in the manufacturing and mining regions through-
out the country, both as to wages, as to hours of
labor, as to the labor of women and children, and
as to the effect in the various labor centres of im-
migration from abroad. In this investigation espe-
cial attention should be paid to the conditions of
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child labor and child-labor legislation in the several
States. Such an investigation must necessarily take
into account many of the problems with which this
question of child labor is connected. These prob-
lems can be actually met, in most cases, only by the
States themselves; but the lack of proper legisla-
tion in one State in such a matter as child labor
often renders it excessively difficult to establish pro-
tective restriction upon the work in another State
having the same industries, so that the worst tends
to drag down the better. For this reason, it would
be well for the Nation at least to endeavor to secure
comprehensive information as to the conditions of
labor of children in the different States. Such in-
vestigation and publication by the National Govern-
ment would tend toward the securing of approxi-
mately uniform legislation of the proper character
among the several States,

When we come to deal with great corporations
the need for the Government to act directly is far
greater than in the case of labor, because great cor-
porations can become such only by engaging in in-
terstate commerce, and interstate commerce is pe-
culiarly the field of the General Government. It is
an absurdity to expect to eliminate the abuses in
great corporations by State action. It is difficult to
be patient with an argument that such matters
should be left to the States, because more than one
State pursues the policy of creating on easy terms
corporations which are never operated within that
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State at all, but in other States whose laws they
ignore. The National Government alone can deal
adequately with these great corporations. To try
to deal with them in an intemperate, destructive,
or demagogic spirit would, in all probability, mean
that nothing whatever would be accomplished, and,
with absolute certainty, that if anything were ac-
complished it would be of a harmful nature. The
American people need to continue to show the very
qualities that they have shown—that is, modera-
tion, good sense, the earnest desire to avoid doing
any damage, and yet the quiet determination to pro-
ceed, step by step, without halt and without hurry,
in eliminating or at least in minimizing whatever
of mischief or of evil there is to interstate commerce
in the conduct of great corporations. They are act-
ing in no spirit of hostility to wealth, either indi-
vidual or corporate. They are not against the rich
man any more than against the poor man. On the
contrary, they are friendly alike toward rich man
and toward poor man, provided only that each acts
in a spirit of justice and decency toward his fellows.
Great corporations are necessary, and only men of
great and singular mental power can manage such
corporations successfully, and such men must have
great rewards. But these corporations should be
managed with due regard to the interests of the
public as a whole. Where this can be done under
the present laws it must be done. Where these laws
come short others should be enacted to supplement
them.
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Yet we must never forget the determining factor
in every kind of work, of head or hand, must be
the man’s own good sense, courage, and kindliness.
More important than any legislation is the gradual
growth of a feeling of responsibilityand forbearance
among capitalists and wage-workers alike; a feel-
ing of respect on the part of each man for the rights
of others; a feeling of broad community of interest,
not merely of capitalists among themselves, and of
wage-workers among themselves, but of capitalists
and wage-workers in their relations to each other,
and of both in their relations to their fellows who
with them make up the body politic. There are
many captains of industry, many labor leaders, who
realize this. A recent speech by the president of one
of our great railroad systems to the employees of
that system contains sound common-sense. It runs
in part as follows:

“It is my belief we can better serve each other,
better understand the man as well as his business,
when meeting face to face, exchanging views, and
realizing from personal contact we serve but one
interest, that of our mutual prosperity.

“Serious misunderstandings can not occur where
personal good-will exists and opportunity for per-
sonal explanation is present.

“In my early business life I had experience with
men of affairs of a character to make me desire to
avoid creating a like feeling of resentment to myself
and the interests in my charge, should fortune ever
place me in authority, and I am solicitous of a
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measure of confidence on the part of the public and
our employees that I shall hope may be warranted
by the fairness and good-fellowship I intend shall
prevail in our relationship,

“But do not feel I am disposed to grant unreas-
onable requests, spend the money of our company
unnecessarily or without value received, nor expect
the days of mistakes are disappearing, or that cause
for complaint will not continually occur; simply to
correct such abuses as may be discovere<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>