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Editorial

I’m sure that most readers will have heard of
the dreadful accident in Hungary, where a
half-scale Pitts Special crashed into spectators
at an airshow, killing two of them.  I understand
Brian-the-Chair plans to enlarge on this issue in 
his Reflections . . .

This incident should serve to focus our
attention on two aspects of our hobby — 

The first is the matter of model size — in recent
years models have become bigger and bigger.
To put this in perspective, it should perhaps be
borne in mind that the previous Southeaster
contained a picture of an 85% Pitts and I have
seen a picture of an air enthusiast flying in his
2/3 scale Hurricane  (piloting it! not an R/C
model!).  I have asked this more than once over

 “. . . usual
  gang was
  there . . .”
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the years but —
  When is a model no longer a model?

I have seen pictures of positively humungous
models of the Concord  and the Jumbo, and
wondered whether the pilot believed he was
flying a model or a missile, the latest to boggle
my mind being this B-52 which had its maiden
flight recently, under power of eight miniature
turbines!

It required two pilots to handle the multitude of
controls, but I wonder at the task of just getting
eight turbines running at the same time!  

Just imagine looking up at the top of the fin
with the model (!?) on the runway.

The second thing is the question of Third Party
insurance, to cover a pilot in the event of a
serious accident.  I’m not talking about, nor am
I interested in cover for the model!  It is the
pilot’s choice to build and fly a model, of
whatever size . . . it is not his choice if
something goes wrong.

We need to be sure that we are not only covered
against accidents but adequately  covered!

Brian goes into this in more detail, but I am
assured that the matter is under close
investigation.

*  *  *

Did anyone notice that last month the list of
contents contained a reference to Dave Greer’s
thoughts on the F5J Nationals?  And that the
article didn’t appear?  It had to make way (as a
single page item) for other material, and I clean
forgot to change the ‘contents’.  

Sorry! — to those of you who noticed!!!

*  *  *
I must record my thanks to Gert Nieuwoudt,
who has responded to my appeal for items of
interest from workshops.  

Also thanks to Silvano Valperga as well as to
Dave Greer, who maintains his steady flow if
interesting bits and pieces.

More please, guys!

* * *
For a variety of reasons it has been deemed
necessary to delay the

Peninsula Championship
by a month, to the 

23rd July
 (or 30th if wet).

Please make a note of this in your diary and
make an effort to attend.

* * *
Don’t forget that this is the last SE until late
July, so make it last!  It was originally to give
me a break in the two long holidays, and it still
gives me a breathing space.

- - - o o O o o - - -

o               o

ANY PERSONS (EXCEPT PLAYERS)
CAUGHT COLLECTING GOLF BALLS

ON THIS COURSE WILL BE
PROSECUTED AND HAVE THEIR

BALLS REMOVED
o               o

It is claimed that American Airlines
saved $40 000 in one year

by eliminating one (1) olive from
each salad served in First Class!
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  Reflections of The Chair

            Brian Mulder

Well the big news of May has no doubt been the 
tragic accident in Hungary, where two people
died and four others were injured as the result
of a 2,5m Pitts S12  RC model that crashed into
the crowd line at an airshow.  

After hearing the news,  I immediately tagged
onto some threads on RC Groups to follow the
story. 

Due to limited detail available, all kinds of
speculation arose as to the cause.  A Hungarian
TV station had broadcast a video clip of the
plane flying out of control heading into the
crowd.   Unfortunately, this footage gave the
impression that the pilot (a well respected
German pilot, known for his demonstrations)
made some errors with his flight pattern prior to 
loosing control.  As for why radio control was
lost, taxi operators in Hungary were the
primary suspects.  Seems there are some
frequency issues in Europe.    In the meantime
though, Stefan was arrested and taken away in
handcuffs!!   

I must say, I had my doubts that the cause of the
accident would ever be identified.  Sometimes
it is quite clear what causes a crash, other times
you are left uncertain, as there are a number of
things that could fail or go intermittent.  To my

surprise, the following was printed in a German 
publication. 

The translation has been copied from RC
Groups — and modified by the Editor to read
more smoothly.

*
The model flight club Szekszárd had
organised this past Saturday afternoon a
flight show on the large former military
airfield at Öcsény.  As Stefan W, of the
DAeC Luftsport Federation Bavaria flew
his second flight,  he experienced sudden
and total loss of control on his aerobatic
model Pitts S12 with four-cycle combustion 
engine (2,50 m span, approx. 20 kg
weight).  The fail-safe function switched on
at approximately 20 m height.  Driven off by 
the cross-wind the model flew uncontrolled
from the airfield to the crowd several
hundred metres away and impacted there.

Panic erupted.  A married couple was killed 
and four further spectators were hurt.  The
police drove off the unfortunate pilot in
handcuffs.  Video material was broadcast
over a Hungarian television channel which
proved that he had flown the fastidious
aerobatics programme far from the
spectators.  Only after the loss of the
control did the model turn towards the
crowd. Stefan was convinced that only a
substantial interference resulted in the
complete loss of control.  

This interference was proven beyond
doubt the following Monday and again on
Tuesday morning by the public
prosecutor’s office.  A Hungarian expert
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and the father of Stefan travelled with a
scanner from Germany.  

Stefan’s plane flies on 35 MHz, and the
European Radiocommunications
 Committee recommends that all European 
Union states (of which Hungary is one) to
reserve it exclusively for model aircraft.

Overlapping of the frequency however,
was a strong, regional Radio broadcaster
in Szekszárd — in particular the channels
61, 62 and 63 were completely swamped. 
Stephan’s plane works on channel 62. 

On Monday evening the public
prosecutor’s office apologized officially to
Stefan for the unfair treatment and
returned his passport.  The matter of bail,
about which the police wanted to negotiate
after provisional release on Sunday, was
no longer an issue.

The identity of the radio broadcaster
concerned, which switches itself on so
suddenly, has not been released by the
Hungarian authorities. 

Stefan is a very experienced model pilot,
who has won prizes for “Best of Show” with
his demonstrations several times.  It was
already his third time in Szekszárd.  In
order to prepare himself for the show, he
had arrived one week in advance, and
trained every day before the show.  He was 
aware that the Hungarian legislation is not
a guarantee of unimpaired 35 MHz
frequency so, to protect his valuable
model, range tests with a light electric
model are part of his routine prior to each
flight day. He had not noticed the smallest
disturbance during the entire entire week
up to Friday afternoon and Saturday where 
isolated small interferences occured, up to
the unfortunate flight.  The flight line of the
model flight club Szekszárd operated the
usual safety routine with the check of the
frequencies and the delivery of the
transmitters — however no scanner had
been used. 

*

A radio station that turns itself on and off when
it feels like it?  Considering they were not
operational during the week prior to the
airshow, it seems Stefan is quite lucky that  they 
were still on the air when a scanner became
available.    Reading between the lines though,
it would appear that the radio station in
question was not unlawful in transmitting on
the 35 MHz RC band.    Seems Hungary is a
little behind in enforcing the European Radio
communications Committee guidelines, which
has now resulted in two people losing their
lives.

(If Hungary is unable to control its airwaves,
should the FAI continue to sanction public air
shows in that country?  Ed)

Now from my perspective, I had made
comments on how dangerous our models can
be in last month’s SSC issue.  This accident
reminds us quite clearly that people do get
killed.  

Now . . . had something like this happened in
South Africa, the Insurance claimed would
probably exceed R10 million and the
unfortunate pilot would be forking out an
excess of R 100 000 (1%) plus the additional
claim amount over and above R10 Million.

Ouch!!!

*  *  *    
The article on insurance I wrote in March has
finally resulted in some action.  At first all was
quiet for about a month, then suddenly I got
some flack for making accusations and getting
the member-to-member detail wrong, as I
pointed out last month.

I was recently clearing out paperwork and
started sifting though a bundle of
correspondence Greg passed on to me after he
finished his stint as chairman.  What caught my
attention was a description of member-to-
member cover — It basically stated what I
thought it was about in the first place!    Then to
top it off, I found another SAMAA Insurance
Policy document that would appear to be a copy 
of what was printed in SAMAA News.   This
document stated that “Damage to members’



Three men are sitting stiffly side by side on a long
domestic commercial flight.  After they’re airborne and
the plane has levelled off, the man in the window seat
abruptly says, distinctly and confidently, in a loud voice,
“Admiral, United States Navy, retired.  Married, two
sons, both surgeons.” 
After a few minutes the man in the aisle seat states
through a tight lipped smile, “Admiral, United States
Coast Guard, retired.  Married, two sons, both Judges.” 
After some thought, the fellow in the centre seat decides
to introduce himself.  With a twinkle in his eye he
proclaims, “Master Chief Gunnery Sergeant, United
States Marines, retired. Never married, two sons, both
Admirals.
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model aircraft are not covered, except in
extreme cases”.

But this contradicts what we were told
member-to-member cover was in fact all about 
. . . as explained last month.  Well . . . I am
afraid to say it, but as far as I am concerned, the
whole Insurance issue is in a bit of a shambles. 
There is too much misinformation floating
around.   In an effort to try and clear up some of
the issues, I wrote a formal letter addressed to
SAMAA via Evan Shaw who is the Special
Interest Group (SIG) member for Gliding. 
Evan agrees with the points I have made and is
also asking for answers.  

From what I have been told, initial response
was not great and some negative comments
were received from another SIG aimed at
‘Gliders’.   We (or should that be ‘I’) are being
destructive!     After a bit of a spat, that dispute
has been cleared up.   

The big question now though, is will we get any 
answers?  

*  *  *
Proficiency Rating Feedback
I finally got a response from Johan Seiling,
stating that SAMAA has only made formal

provision for fixed-wing proficiency rating and 
that a Glider proficiency system did not exist!

In order to solve this problem, the SIGs have
been requested to come forward with proposals
to start up a proficiency system for their
specific disciplines.

Evan Shaw is currently busy with such a
proposal.  John has been in contact with him
and certain ideas have been  exchanged.   From
what I have seen / heard, though, I am not sure
which way this whole issue is going.   

The problem is that there are proficiency
ratings and there are also achievements grades
— the Bronze, Silver and Gold Eagle Badges. 
The two systems appear to clash somewhat
with differing opinions being expressed on
which route to follow.  It is all more than a little
confusing.  

At the end of the day though, all your SAMAA
card needs to reflect is that you have solo status
in order that the SAMAA insurance policy
covers you.  For this, all we need do is devise a
basic test.  We will have to wait and see how
this progresses.

Fly Safely!
     Brian 
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2006 R/C Gliding National Championships 

14th 15th & 16th July

Hosted by BERG

Tasks to be flown —

F3B — (to FAI Rules)            
 Friday is exclusively for F3B but will spill over to Saturday and Sunday mornings

Thermal Duration

Saturday & Sunday

              F3K — Hand Launch

              Saturday & Sunday

NB — No Electrics — Electric Nationals will be held on 28th & 29th October.

Applications without two frequencies per event will not be accepted.
Current SAMAA membership is required.

Entry fee is R 300 for any number of tasks.  Juniors and Pensioners R 150.
The cost of the banquet at 19h30 on Saturday is included in the above.

Extra banquet tickets R 80 each

Refreshments and lunch will be available at the field at reasonable rates.
Accommodation list will be made available at the blog address —

http://2006nats.blogspot.com
where bulletins, rules, links etc will be published.

Closing date for entries is 7th July 2006

Payments should be made to — BERG
Nedbank
Krugersdorp (Branch Code 19884100)
a/c # 2988 514 461
e-mail proof of payment to evshaw@telkomsa.net
         or fax to 011 956 6642
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Pilot / Aircraft Details

Pilot

Name Club Team

SAMAA number e-mail

Phone cell

Number of add. Banquet tickets Entry Fee deposited

F3B
glider frequencies

prim. alt.

Thermal Duration
gliders frequencies

Open prim. alt.

RES prim. alt.

2m prim. alt.

F3K — (Hand Launch)

glider frequencies

prim. alt.
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 Competition Scene

         Harry S. Hawk

What a pleasure, after all these weeks of wind
and generally unpleasant weather!  The sky
dawned clear on the 7th, for the first day of the
May Postals and there was the lightest breeze
from the south.

Ed and a number of the lighter model pilots
were out early as usual, the Valpergas appeared
and set out their winch and Brian and JL soon
arrived.

There was light lift just about everywhere, and
Brian did his usual impressive performance,
still muttering the whole way about the
“dreadful Waltzing Matilda act” put on by JL’s
Sagitta!   There are indications that he’s got
sufficiently fed up with it to be making progress 
on his own model again.  I hate to think what
he’ll do then!

Emanuele seemed to be having difficulty
nailing the time more accurately than within

about 15 seconds but his landings were well up
to the mark.

The top three matched each other so closely
that at the end of round four their totals stood at
1764, 1764 and 1767.  That was when JL hit the
original “Swiss Cheese” air, got thrown from
wing-tip to wing-tip, didn’t quite make five
minutes and came within a whisker of blowing
his landing completely.  He’s making a bit of a
habit of a lousy last flight!  They did manage a
respectable Team Score for a change.  They are
in third place, after the inevitable Durban and
Midrand.

About the third round, the Valperga battery
showed signs of tiredness and was replaced by
the Club battery — what a difference!

Silvano’s Falcone fell out of the sky near the
end of his best flight and broke its tail-boom.
Wynton arrived about half-way through and

total  avg

Brian MULDER 356 351 351 354 353 2210 353
   Sagitta-900 70 85 100 100 90 89

Emanuele VALPERGA 359 349 342 344 344 2193 348
   Tre-Venti 95 95 85 95 85 91

John LIGHTFOOT 355 358 357 359 289 2083 344
   Sagitta-900 70 90 90 85 30 73

Wynton TAVILL 147 188 180 192 359 1251 213
   Big Bird 0 0 0 90 95 37

Silvano VALPERGA 184 197 343 724 241
   Falcone-310 0 0 0 0

Team Total 6486

Postal — Sunday 7th May
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was quite willing to give the contest a go.  His
first three flights were not very exciting, but on
his fourth, with a little coaching over his
shoulder he scored a good landing and, on his
fifth, talked to most of the way by Silvano, he
came mighty close to an impressive max!

Well done that man!  We look forward to seeing 
him on a more regular basis now — and with a
little luck, maintaining this sort of performance.

*
At one stage in the morning we were treated to
one of those memorable take-offs from the
electric group — a brand-new Miss Philly, plan 
courtesy of Willem Hoek and in the same
transparent yellow as his smaller version, built
by Bob Cockburn but test-flown by Ed,
accelerated across the grass on its long
undercarriage . . . tail up . . . lifted off, but
stayed a few centimetres off the grass, followed 
by a gentle climb out.  What a pleasure!

At the other end of the scale, Brian persuaded
someone to hand-launch his electric F-18
(brave men, both!) and it gave its usual smooth
and exciting display.

*
After packing the winch and models away there 
was an animated discussion of items of interest
— topics not divulged in the interests of
diplomacy — not sure if it was a Club Meeting
or a Committee Meeting, but it provided a
fitting finale to a most enjoyable morning —
rated a 4 on the JL Thermal Scale!

*  *  *
The first days of the following week were so
balmy we were wondering if winter
was really on the way . . . Brian
phoned JL on Wednesday evening
and they arranged to meet at the
field, assuming that there would be
others enjoying the conditions.  Not
a chance — where was everyone?

With the sun already disappearing
behind the Mountain, Brian proved
that he was now fairly competent
with his little ’copter . . . 

. . . and then got out his Blaster , which found
the air incredibly smooth and “creamy” —
perfect for trying out settings and controls.

JL was allowed
some time on the
sticks — and he
was more than a
little impressed
— “very smooth
and responsive”
was the comment.

By 18h00 it was
getting difficult to 
maintain the right 
orientation of the
silhouette.

*  *  *
The 14th and 21st 
were very similar — reasonable conditions and
a fair amount of activity on the bungee and
electric department
— Willem having
some good flights
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with his old-timers, including a lovely
10-minute flight with his immaculate
Bird of Time .

JL managed a good aerial shot of his American- 
designed Soarer, although JL maintains it looks
just like a large Slicker of similar vintage.

One very pleasing observation was the sight of
Rosemary Cockburn and Meryl Dunn sitting
togther in a car, chatting and later walking
round the field.  What a pleasure to see wives
accompanying their husbands on their Sunday
morning outing!

- - - o o O o o - - -

 Mike Dunn and Peter Westerman 
  discuss the finer points of trim  

   Conflicting Traffic . . .  
Two Miss Phillies  (Bob and Willem)
   pass an Egyptian Goose    

 Impressive picture of Brian and the Mountain, 
    but Blaster is barely visible    
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 Typical Questions to be Considered
         before Solo Proficiency 

Answers to all these questions should have been covered by your Instructor
during your “learning to fly period” or should be common knowledge.

• Which areas are you not allowed to fly over and
why?

• What do you do if you want to fly and there is a
peg on your radio frequency?

• How long does your receiver battery last in a day
and how do you know it is ok for another flight?

• What is your procedure when you arrive at the
club?

• Why is it essential that you secure the frequency
spot and place your peg on it before switching on
your transmitter?

• What would you do if on launch, just after
becoming airborne, your aeroplane turned
towards the pit/spectator area?

• If there are Pilots standing near the winch line,
and you wish to launch, what would you do?

• What would you do if your glider “pop’s off” the
winch line?

• What would you do if the winch line breaks
while you are launching?

• If you are going to land and see someone within
the landing area to retrieve an aeroplane, what
would you do?

• If you were hooked up ready for launch and
during your final check you notice a servo
glitching, what would you do?

• What would you do if you saw —
 That the tail plane was loose?
 That the wing was skew?
 That some covering was loose?

• What would you do if you heard someone yelling 
“DEADSTICK”

• What would you do if you heard someone yelling 
“LANDING”

• If you are the most senior person at the field and
the duty officer is not present, what would you
do?

• If you see a child running in the pit area, what
would you do?

• If you see a child with a transmitter, what would
you do?

• If you are the duty officer for the day, what
would you do —
 If someone is ignoring the safety rules?
 If after a verbal warning they still persist in
 ignoring the rules?

• What are the duties of a safety officer of the day?

• What do you do if you want to fly and your
frequency spot is not on the board?

• What would you do if after waiting
patiently for your frequency spot, the peg is
not removed/returned?

• What would you do if someone has
placed/removed a peg on the board but he is 
no longer at the field?

• What would you do if you want to fly but left
your frequency peg/card at home?

• What would you do if your glider pops off the
winch during launch and other pilots are waiting
to launch?

• What would you do if you are about to fly and
when you switch on your transmitter the meter
shows red or under 9 volts?

• How do you know the state and condition of your 
flight and transmitter battery packs?

• What would you do if you notice that you forgot
to switch off your transmitter an hour or so ago?

• What would you do if it starts to rain whilst you
are flying?
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• What would you do if there is lightning whilst
you are flying?

• What would you do if you notice a full-size
aeroplane or helicopter is flying in close
proximity?

• What would you do if you notice a glider,
old-timer aeroplane or beginner flying
aimlessly?

• What would you do if you noticed a model flying
recklessly?

• What would you do if you are flying and your
cell phone rings?

• What would you do if you feel ill or faint
while you are flying?

• What would you do if you lose sight of your
aeroplane in the sky?

• What would you do if you are in a thermal going
up and want to get down?

• Why would a glider pull to one side on launch?

• What should you do when “de-thermalling” your 
gas bag?

• What precautions should be taken when landing
down wind?

Definition of a Learner Driver —

Das Dumkopf mit Elplätz

You are in a room with three switches which control three
lights in the passage outside.

Your task is to establish which switch controls which light
but once you leave the room you may not return.

How can you sort out which switch controls which light?
(see page 25 for the solution)

How’s Your Mental Agility?

Yesterday I was having some work done at the Ford dealer.

A woman came in and asked for a seven-hundred-ten.

We all looked at each other, and the mechanic asked, “What is a seven-hundred-ten?”

She replied, “You know, the little piece in the middle of the engine.  I lost it and need a
new one.  It had always been there.”

The mechanic gave the woman a piece of paper and a pen and asked her to draw what
the piece looked like.
She drew a circle and in the middle of it wrote 710.

He then took her over to another car, which had the hood up and asked, 
“Is there a 710 on this car?”

She pointed and said, “Of course, its right there.”
(On page 20 you can see what she was pointing at . . .)
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Mark Williams

021 - 556 0458 083 430 1275
info@capesailplanes.com

Seagull Wireless Dashboard System 
Complete system to monitor in real time your
altitude, airspeed, battery voltage, battery or

motor temperature, rpm.
Additional add on’s for g force, current draw

and GPS. 

Small lightweight system means under 50g is
added to your aircraft.

System has a 1 mile range! 
             R2995

SLOPE MANIA
DVD 

Raphael Jager has
created a fresh new
DVD that features

some of the best
flying sites in the

Alps.  Great onboard 
footage from a 1/3

scale DG 800 as well
as some smooth DS,

amusing Foamie
canyoning, DLGs to

F3Fs on Mount Lema
     at 5500ft as well as some feature flying
on the Shark XL and Elita cruising at 400kph! 
             R249

JR Models(Czech)         
    Habicht       

      2,2m fibreglass fuselage
     and plug-in wings.

         Wings and tail covered
         in Oracover, 

         decals provided.
       R2700

JR Models Baby Discus
1,5m Pocket scale Glider ARF 

          R1200

       JR Models Handsel HLG
  1200mm Wingspan, Weight 350 grams.  

Amazing flying ARF hand launch glider!
          R1150
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 F3K League Event 2 

Mark Stockton

The second leg of the Gauteng F3K (Hand
Launch or DLG) League was held on Saturday
the 6th of May 2006 at MMS.  The conditions
where less than perfect, with a fair breeze
blowing.  Lift was coming through the field in
very regular cycles, but drifting quickly
downwind.

I noted the conditions before the event and
promptly ballasted up my Scud , which allowed
me to follow the elusive bubbles downwind,
while still being able to return to the main field. 

It is very encouraging to see new comers like
Lionel Brink and eventual winner of round 1,
Alan Plint, participating in the event. 

Given that none of the competitors brought a
timer (apart from Volney and myself) it was
decided to run the event as an all-up last down
(by seconds) task.  For those un-familiar with
the task, the CD signals the start with a 3 second 
count down, then all competitors have to launch 
within 3 seconds of the zero.  The time is
recorded until the competitor’s plane touches
the ground. 

If memory serves correctly, Volney lost all the
points up front as he needed to top up his Rx
battery pack.  Congratulations must go to Alan
who showed up at his first event with his own
design scratch build and beat everyone. 

A lowlight that I recall from this event was the
zero Alan picked up for landing off the field
after chasing a bubble downwind. 

As models went, Stephane had a new
interesting DLG design which included a “Y”

configuration tail as well as an extremely swept 
forward wing.  Volney was flying an Anton
Coetzee designed and built new generation
Scud , while John, Lionel and I flew the older
Scud  fuselage with various wing
configurations including my poly.  Kurt flew a
micro HLG Fling ARF. 

Special thanks to Conrad Klintworth, who
stepped in at the last minute to CD the event. 

06-May

1 Stephane du Ponsel 4398
2 Mark Stockton 4387
3 Alan Plint 3648
4 John Monk 3632
5 Volney Klintworth 3441
6 Kurt Stockton 1532
7 Lionel Brink 1342

The league standings are — 

Feb May avg  

1 Stephane du Ponsel 5923 4398 5161
2 Volney Klintworth 5633 3441 4537
3 John Monk 4490 3632 4061
4 Mark Stockton 3456 4387 3922
5 Alan Plint 0 3648 1824
6 Kurt Stockton 1855 1532 1694
7 Lionel Brink 0 1342 671

The next F3K event in Gauteng will be the
gliding Nationals at BERG on the 15th  and 16th

of July 2006. With the organisers giving us a lot 
of slots, this promises to be an excellent event. 

- - - o o O o o - - -

Kids Just See Things Differently . . .
I was driving with my three young children one warm summer evening
when a woman in the convertible ahead of us stood up and waved.  

She was stark naked! 

Reeling from the shock, I heard my 5-year-old shout from the back seat,
“Mom! That lady isn’t wearing a seat belt!
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 Odd Tools & Glues 

Gert Nieuwoudt

The photo shows a few of the odd glues and
tools I find handy and cheap.  I think most
modelers find shortcuts by accident and I
believe there must be zillions out there. 

(from the left) 

1 On special from Mica @ R260 a Skill
variable speed pencil grinder/cutter/multi-
tool, just as good as a Dremel. 

2 Cyno accelerator — This one is good for
foam as well.  Wow! this makes a
difference in your building as you can use a 
thick cyno and get it to set immediately. 

3 Little vice for drill stand, but acts as a
helping hand. 

4 Pritt! — glues foam or foam and paper for
that foamy you destroy every weekend. 

5 Small cups from catering shop for mixing
epoxy. 

6 Alcolin Extreme a polyurethane glue.  Safe 
for foam and glues about any thing.  It
makes a foam which can be sanded off
easily or fill gaps.  Works well for veneer to 
foam or even to fix a pushrod sleeve inside
a glass fuz. 

7 Canopy Glue! 

8 Acrylic body scissors.  Buy it from the RC
Car shop.  It is bent and can cut in all those
pesky little places where other scissors can
not cut or with round shapes.  Since I
bought it I can not stop using it. 

9 Contact adhesive cleaner.  Works for many
things.  Cleans glues and marker ink off
most surfaces without damaging the
surface! 

10 Alcolin Fix all Glue.  Works excellently for 
Corex and even servos in wings or almost
anything. 

11 Goo Gone.  Another cleaner.  Works well
on surfaces which were spray painted. 

12 Chem Glove.  Skin protection when you
work with epoxies.  We were again
reminded of the seriousness of protection
of your skin during the recent building
demonstration at AMT. 

I would love to hear from other builders what
they find useful on the South African shop
front. 

Cheers
   Gert
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 Gert’s Minimoa Pilot 

GertNieuwoudt 

(I suspect that this exercise and article are at least in part a
response to my regular mutters about beautiful scale models
without a resident pilot.  Whatever the reason, Gert has done
a super job and thanks for the documentation!  JL)

Well it was quite a task to find a pilot for the
Minimoa.  I had to visit many toy shops and
scratch between the Barbie shelves to find a
male doll of the right size.  I was shocked by the 
price of these toys.  In the end I found a set of a
man and lady dressed in wedding clothes at an
Excitement store for R30. 

Well the marriage was short-lived and the
groom left his bride at the altar to be undressed
in the workshop and butchered with a hobby
knife. (A lot of moms and little girls looked at
me pretty strangely when I was browsing
through the toy shops — what they did not
know was this was going to end in a horror
story!) 

I only needed the body parts from waistline
upwards.  Fitting the pilot into the cockpit
revealed his shoulders were too broad.  After
some heating with a sealing iron, the arms were
modified to fit.  The posture of the head and
neck had to undergo some plastic surgery in
order for the little guy to sit comfortably and
enjoy his flights. 

As with many things in a scale world you can
cheat where the eye cannot see, so making the
clothes was easy and I will not go into that
further.  

A few things to remember — 

• polish the inside of the canopy before you
glue it on

• make sure that mosquito is out of the
cockpit before you put the canopy on as it
will not be true to scale!

• there really is something called Canopy
Glue

• do not touch the canopy with your fingers
full of glue

• make sure the pilot is securely enough in
position for some hard landings. 

Till next time —
        Gert 

   You know you’re a pilot when . . .
You are shocked back to reality when your car doesn’t turn left as you hit the clutch. 
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 New JR Radio 

Dave Greer

The agents suspending imports of the JR-378 was
disappointing for local sport thermal gliding fanatics, but
there was a hint that this may be to make way for a new
model.

The blurb below suggests this may soon be on the way. 
Pretty similar in appearance, it does not specifically
mention gliders but the cross reference to the 3810
programming seems encouraging — 

JR-7202 Radio System 
Better programming and graphics combined
with even more model memory makes the new
JR-7202 radio the perfect system for sport
aircraft pilots.  It’s also incredibly easy to use.
It’s fully synthesized, so new crystals are never
needed and finding a channel to fly on takes
seconds.  Plus, programming is a simple task,
even though the 7202 offers more mixes,
because the interface has been updated for
convenience.

With 20-model memory, the new R-790
receiver, new DS-821 servos and many more
top-quality JR features, the new 7202
7-channel PCM transmitter makes airplane and
heli flying more fun than ever.

Features —

• Fully synthesized and crystal-free

• No dial frequency

• Improved programming with more mixes
and better interface

• Based on proven 8103 programming

• 20-model memory

• R790 receiver and 72-ounce DS-821 servos 
included

The JR 7202 is available in two versions, one
for fixed-wing aircraft and one for helicopters.

For Sale        

Brian Martin has a couple of really nice scale 
kits that some will be very keen to buy!

1 Purbeck Sailplanes 4 m span ASW-27 
Glass fuse, Foam veneered wings etc 
(Very nice glider.) R4000 

2 Airworld 3,6 m Ventus 2C,
full composite. R6500 

3 Wik Models 4 m Phoebus.
foam veneered wings, glass fuse, etc.
 (Classic) R4000

Brian can be contacted at 082 651 8665

Duct tape is like ‘The Force’.
It has a light side and a dark side,
and it holds the universe together.
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 Indoors 

Silvano Vaperga 

Quite a while ago we were invited to attend a
gathering of modelers and pilots from all clubs
at a venue in Wynberg to look at and enjoy the
flying exhibitions of various kinds of small
models in this vast indoors sport arena. 

I liked the idea if not the lack of intrinsic
discipline and behaviour, but having said that,
months later Emanuele took me to the other
venue at the Bellville Velodrome, the volume of 
which I found impressive and very adequate for 
all kinds of models and pilots.  One end was
occupied by free flight, next to that a portion for 
small helicopters and the rest for flying objects
imitating some plane’s characteristics.

By then Emanuele had been attending these
Monday evening meetings to perfect his skills
in flying a small helicopter, after having
practised on his simulator for a long time.

Over a weekend and some other evenings he
built a flying-saucer-like concept along the
lines of Drenaline, an I F O  design with fixed
rudder at first and elevons later to be converted
also with rudder control.  This was powered
with a brushless motor rewound and derived
from a CD Rom following descriptions by a
Brian revue on electric propulsion. 

Following his lead, I also got the inspiration to
build a conventional looking model with wings
and rudder/elevator controls.  White wings and
red solarfilm covered tail.

This model was intended for me to fly, but as it
only behaved well with Emanuele at the
controls it was shelved for a period.

The next thing was a Deprom foam 3D profile
model of 750mm span by Emanuele, like so
many others used by pilots to perform all kinds
of unrealistic if entertaining manoeuvres.

At the same time I had the idea to try to
complete the range of flying objects on display
with a Autogyro.  From a recently bought
magazine there was this plan for twirly wirly 
model, and that was the inspiration to
restructure the red model.  

The wings were cut shorter, the dihedral was
increased, two short pylons were installed on
the tips at 85 degrees back on flying datum line
and onto them were mounted two prefabricated  
counter-rotating balsa rotors. 

To this date it is still operative and attracting
some interested looks.
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And that was the experience needed for the next 
development to a wingless autogyro.  The rotor
built with three “Cark Y” blades, 35mm chord
and a rotating flying disc of  800 mm. 

D C (direct control ).  The rotor head allows the
blades to flap and is controlled by two full size
servos for pitch and roll through an home-made 
universal joint.  The rudder, if necessary, is
controlled by medium size servo and the
propulsion is a pusher brushless motor (same as 
before) with  9 x 4,7 prop powered by a lithium
battery pack through speed control.  The rudder
is necessary for steering on the ground having a
wheel attached to it.

       Silvano

 The print in the top of this picture may not be legible at the size it has to be printed, so . . .  

“Ladies  and Gentlemen, this is the Captain speaking.  Firstly, I’d like to thank you
for choosing to fly Mandarin Airlines.  As we taxi out to the runway,

please make yourselves comfortable and, for those of you sitting
on the right side of the plane, please look to your LEFT!”

(If your eyes are sharp enough, you should spot the fact that the wreck
     between the runways is in Mandarin Airlines livery.)     

Anagrams can produce some startling results —

dormitory becomes dirty room
eleven plus two  becomes twelve plus one
the morse code becomes here come dots
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 Do You Often Change Tx Modules? 

Dave Greer 

Had years of excellent service out of my
favourite Futaba FF8 transmitter.  Just prior to
acquiring, there were some stories about pin
connectors coming loose where the RF module
plugs in.  Never a moment’s problem, but I
pulled the module out and back in a couple
times at Volksies for some plane sharing, all
being fine. 

Launched the electric foamie last night and all
was okay and then I heard a funny little whistle
from the tranny as I throttled back (fortunately)
but totally forgot the whistle as the foamie did a
falling leaf impersonation.  Amazingly landed
right side up but then it accelerated off under its
own steam along the ground and that’s when
the damage happened. 

Took the equipment home,
fired up the tranny with
another flight pack, all
stopping intermittently
when the module was
tapped and the tranny
whistled.  Sure enough the module pin base was 
seriously loose.  Time to get uncle Dave or
Bossie to solder it all secure again. 

So, it is probably a case of when not if!  Worth
having it checked out if you too have a FF-8. 

Cheers
    Dave

 . . . and more on the subject from JL . . . 

This weakness has been reported more than
once and I’m not sure that it isn’t the reason for
the dreadful intermittent fault in my elderly
Gold Futaba Tx, but I got a phone call just
before 1 o’clock last night!  Yeah!  1 am!!! 
Andrew knows our habit of being up late . . .

He’d heard a “beep” from his Tx while setting
up a model in his garage, and it went dead.  He
touched the Tx module and it “beeped” and
came alive again.  A little while later there was
another “beep” . . .

He remembered something I’d said a while
back (Southeaster July/August 1999 — found
by pure chance while hunting something else!)
and removed the module — sure enough all the 
connecting pins to the module had broken
their solder joints!

He uses different crystals on different models
and so has to take out the module to change
crystals quite often.

Moral of the story —

All Futaba FF-8 users, and for that matter,
anyone who takes a Tx module in and out on
any sort of regular basis, should make it a habit
to check the connecting pins (or have
someone who is reasonably electronically
competent do it) on a regular basis — similar
to the need to check for “black death” on
battery packs.  Maybe once a year?

Take care!
     John

 Blonde’s “Seven-hundred-ten”
(from page 12)  



 Photographing Models 

John Lightfoot

As an Editor, I find a wide variety in the quality
of pictures sent me — not that I’m
complaining, you understand . . . just trying to
offer some suggestions to help create better
composition.

I think there are three main aspects to think
about when composing pictures of models
and/or their pilots —

The Background,
The orientation of the model, and
The position of the pilot if he’s to be included.

Background
I have received so many lovely pictures of a
model . . . right on the horizon!  With the advent 
of Photo-Editor software, I have learned to cut
out a model and shift it to a better position,
although I then have to “rebuild” the section
where I cut it out.  It’s a lot of work, though!

Think about what will be behind the model
before you push the button — a cloudy sky
(high model) or a
clear patch of grass
(low model) are two
of the best back-
grounds.

Orientation
There can be a whole
lot of debate about
which angle best
shows off a model,
and different models will probably best be
photgraphed from different angles to show off
special features, but on the whole, I
have found that the best angle is from
slightly above (or below) (30°) and
slightly forward (behind for special
cases) of the wing (30-45°) — NEVER 
directly in line with the wing.

Model and Pilot
It’s always nice to have the pilot in the
frame with his model, but to get the
pilot in the frame, the model is too
often a speck in the sky — and to get

the model a decent size you usually need to use
a zoom, and then you get the pilot’s ear!

Quite by accident I discovered the trick of
positioning myself so that the model comes
between myself and the pilot.  

Sure, it’s not always
possible (and you’d
better be sure of your
pilot!), but when you
manage it, it results in a
really good shot.

- - - o o O o o - - -
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 DG on F5J Nationals 

Dave Greer

It was interesting talking to Brad about his sale
of the Graupner Cumulus, a glider I have a
healthy respect for in both glider and electric. 

I commented that my gut feel for a suitable F5J
fun craft would be an all-up max wing loading
of about 10 oz/sq.ft, so I was a bit doubtful
about their mini Graphites for thermal electric.
Brad had done his homework and pointed out
the all up wing loading on the Cumulus was
10,9 oz/sq.ft, whilst the broader chord
Graphite  was only a shade more at
11,2 or thereabouts — when one
factors in the aerodynamic cleanness
and same section, it was a case of “oh
. . . !” 

So an exercise was then done on the
mainstream electric thermal craft
around on the Esprit web site,
particularly the pretty Mibo ARTFs — 
including the Adriana  I had been
looking at.  I was surprised to see these 
varied from 13 to 17 oz/sq.ft,
particularly amongst the bigger craft
and the ones that looked really zooty,
like the Astra.  A lot of the pretty
smaller craft were also out of the
window. 

The sub 10 oz/sq.ft included the
impressive Pulsar  range, which were
way out of my price range — all at
over US$ 400 . . . 

This kinda left the “bitsa stick” mini
stuff and a sudden extra appreciation
of Simon’s efforts in building an ultra
lightweight version of the Petrel, the
idea fast growing on me and hopefully 
in time for October.  We really need to
support the Nats for this fledgling
class. 

Anyway, this was what did fit the
pocket, weight and minimum six foot
wingspan frame and probably
explains the success of the  Sergio —
and serves as some sort of yardstick

for the homebrewers like Kobus, especially in
the determining of a chord.  Of course this is
only one of many suppliers and I would
welcome comments on other recommendations 
in the US$ 250 range . . .

The F5J lads look to have a real goer with 10
confirmed entries already!

- - - o o O o o - - -

       Dreamline F5J E       
 $225 — 71 inch wingspan — wing loading 6,5 oz/sq.ft 

        Poly Sergio F5J         
 $249 — 83 inch wingspan — wing loading 5 oz/sq.ft 



June  2006 page  23

 Slope Report 

Wessie  

The much anticipated winter months have
arrived, and the regular northwesterlies are
back!  Unfortunately, as is common with the
change of seasons, we have had such a huge
amount of rain-days, predictably (read
irritatingly) always on the weekends, that not
much SERIOUS sloping could be done.  Let’s
hold thumbs for the coming months.

It has  not been a total waste, however.  Some
short flying sessions have been made, and a few 
of the regular slopers have been telling me
about the new wings he made for this glider, or
the mod made to that, so it seems pre-season
building activity is in full swing.  Dust off those
gliders, charge those batteries, check your
flight packs, long range forecasts, local
speculation and a “feeling in my left knee”
predict Winter 2006 to be a flying season of
note!

New on the Slope
One of the newest models (and Pilots) we have
seen on the slope, is Graham E’s 2m Fillip,
made by RCM Pelican.  A Fillip 400 Sport
(1,5m span) is also available, but not seen in the 
air yet.  

These gliders feature a foam-balsa 2 piece
wing, a fibreglass fuselage, and 3 channel
control.  This was
Graham’s first ever
model aircraft
assembly, and apart
from an occasional
call to me for advice,
he did a sterling job of 
putting it together. 
We maidened it in a
moderate and very
variable southwester
on Signals — and she
only needed a few
clicks of aileron trim,
and flew really well.

Unfortunately Graham was not able to pilot it
himself that day, as the wind swung around on
us.  He has opted to hone his flying skills on his
Bee  in the meantime, and has been seen doing
the “long walk” a few times when not tethered
to someone by means of a buddy cable.  

Ah, I remember those days well . . .

Sandy tells me that he finally managed to spot a
Mini Graphite  on a slope.  He has been
drooling for one for a while now, and I think
finally actually seeing one has made his mind
up to get one.  

The Mini Graphite  is an all-moulded, high
performance slope glider, and Sandy reckons 
that it seems to be better made than even the
Opus, with carbon wipers and a more “firm”
wing which does not feel hollow like other
. . . well . .  er . . . hollow moulded planes. 
Speeds are very impressive, and DS work
should pose no challenge to this slippery
model. 

On Saturday the Mini Graphite proved itself
on Signal Hill by challenging enormously
varying conditions and winning every time. 
Light lift to strong, gusty conditions saw
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most other gliders grounded, yet the MG
remained aloft with ease. In fact, even with full
crow braking, quite a lot of down elevator was
needed to persuade this bird to return to terra
firma.

Word from the South brings news of a new
home-built glider called a Laminar (hope I got
that right).  Apparently purpose built for
Dynamic Soaring, with a 1-step moulded
carbon fibre wing (not 2 halves joined, but all
done in one go).  We hope to bring you a full
flight report and pictures in the next edition.  It
sure is good that local chaps are producing
some first class stuff right here on our
doorsteps.

*
I was cleaning out the garage the other day, and
came across the half-built Limit-X, and
remembered that it was supposed to be an
ongoing Slope Report project, so building will
resume shortly — watch this space . . .

*
AFC / Signals
The Atlantic Flying Club has started preparing
for their winter event, the AFC Open Day Fly
In, to be held around June 16, date to be
confirmed.  All kinds of events are planned, and 
some nice moderate NW winds have been
ordered well in advance.  

At the last meeting we watched a DVD of
model gliding around the world, which
included a spectacular sequence of a 6m turbine 
powered glider that made axial rolls just metres
above the ground before ascending to thermal
heights at break-neck speed.

TOSS / Red Hill
At the beginning of the month we all decided
that it was pointless waiting for the wind at
Signals, so a huge “trek” ensued to Red Hill. 

I was the last to leave home, and by the time I
reached Muizenberg, a call confirmed that Red
Hill was blown out, and everyone had headed
over to St James.  

After the long climb to the flying spot, I met a
large number of pilots there, including many of

the TOSS delegation.  I had an absolute blast
with my Jazz Extreme and JW , and there was a
huge variety of other planes as well.  

Newly built Redback EPP’s needed a bit of 
trim and balancing, and flew well after that.

A Toucan did some tricks up and down the
slope.  Sandy had a blast with his Aldij that
made some impressive runs past our heads at
times with Steve’s Prodij  in hot pursuit, and
Andre launched his Opus which soon whizzed
past at lightning speeds.  Landing proved really
. . . interesting for the non-foamies, as the wind  
had turned more to the east, and instead of
slowing down on the approach, the planes kept
speeding up.  A real test for the landing skills.  
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*
At that point the people of Table Mountain
arrived, and despite folks having flown there
for over 30 years with no problems, they
declared that everyone had to land and stop
flying at that spot from there on.   So for now St
James is closed to flying, but I have heard that
Steve has started negotiations with the Parks
people to allow us to fly there again —
indications are that it is quite positive so far! 

What this means for the Kommetjie sites is
uncertain at this point.

*  *  *
The “Tossers” have been very busy indeed, and
they spent last weekend clearing up Red Hill,
and removing all the dead tree stumps and
debris that have claimed many a leading edge in 
the past.  Landing there should be much nicer
now.  

Oh for the rolling grass hills as seen in UK
slope mags — can’t we “crop-spray” our slopes 
with kikuyu seeds or something? (But who’s
gonna mow it?)

*  *  *
On a (sort-of) gliding related note, I would like
to tell you of an interesting thing I saw last
weekend.  We were attending the Boland
Aerobatic champs in Worcester, (noisy, oily
things, you won’t know about), and for me
what stole the show was the sight of a single tug 
plane towing up one full-size glider after the
other from the next-door Cape Gliding field, to
leave them searching for thermals above the
N1.  There was even a full size glider with a
motor pod that “launched” under its own
power.  The word “graceful” just doesn’t even
come close.

Well, till next time, may the lift find YOU . . .

             Wessie
- - - o o O o o - - -

Neil de Beer launches 

(solution to the Mental Agility  switch / light problem on page 12)

Turn on two switches for about 30 seconds then turn one off
and go out to the passage.
The glowing bulb is obviously connected to the on switch.

The bulb which is off but warm is connected to the switch you
turned on and then off.

The cold bulb is connected to the switch you didn’t touch!
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Postal Scores — May 2006

1 Durban Model Aircraft Club 6755 6476

2 Midrand Model Soarers 6671 6330

3 Southern Soaring Club 6486 5517

4 Eastern Thermal Busters 6184 5452

5 Black Eagle Radio Gliders 5936 5873

6 EL Model Aircraft Club 4933 0

7 Silverton Gliding Club 4449 0

8 Vaal Model Gliders 2896 0

9 White Hills Radio Flyers 2523 1803

name club  best disc class aircraft section span

1 C. Goodrum MMS 2291 1951 Trinity HD-50? 3.2
2 A. Sneedon DMAC 2280 2269 Graphite MH-32 3.2
3 J. Coulson DMAC 2261 0 Esprit SD-7037 3.2
4 T. Potter DMAC 2255 2187 Graphite MH-32 3.2
5 M. Stockton MMS 2251 2097 Escape MH-32 3.2
6 C. Adrian SGC 2245 0 Inkwazi MH-32 3.5
7 M. May BERG 2226 1928 Elipse RG-15 2.9
8 I. Theron ETB 2224 1871 Eish! MH-32 3.4
9 B. Conlon DMAC 2214 0 Ellipse-3 RG-15 3.2

10 B. Mulder SSC 2210 2021 Sagitta-900 E-205 2.5
11 C. Klintworth  (jun) SGC 2204 0 Shongololo 3.0
12 E. Valperga SSC 2193 1780 Tre Venti 3.2
13 P. Rheeders BERG 2187 0 R Tsotsi-100 SD-7032 2.5
14 M. Goodrum MMS 2174 0 Estrella 3.2
15 P. Carnall ETB 2139 2082 Eish! MH-32 3.4
16 K. Stockton MMS 2129 1933 Eish! MH-32 3.4
17 N. Smith DMAC 2114 0 Eish! MH-32 3.2
18 F. Wittstock DMAC 2108 1869 R o/d 2.5
19 P. Rheeders BERG 2105 0 2m Tsotsi SD-7032 2.0
20 W. Steffny MMS 2098 0 Eish! MH-32 3.4
21 B. Fanning DMAC 2084 2000 Illusion 3.2
22 J. Lightfoot SSC 2083 1716 Sagitta-900 E-205 2.5
23 E. Shaw BERG 2061 1773 Shongo / Tsotsi
24 D. Greer DMAC 2034 0 Esprit SD-7037 3.2
25 V. Klintworth SGC 2027 0 Shongololo 3.0
26 G. Roberts ELMAC 1992 0 Jouster SA-7036 3.0
27 P. Joffe BERG 1984 0 2m Tsotsi SD-7032 2.0
28 S. Tladi MMS 1958 550 R AVA
29 D. Slatter DMAC 1913 0 Star RG-15 2.8
30 H. Weber ETB 1876 1442 Eish! MH-32 3.4
31 P. Eagle BERG 1873 0 Estrilla
32 R. Conradt DMAC 1840 0 Shongololo 3.2
33 M. Siebert WHRF 1803 1538 R Super Monterey 10% fb 2.5
34 E. Shaw BERG 1773 0 2m Tsotsi AG-16-18 2.0
35 G. Nieuwoudt VMG 1664 1664 Supra AG-40-43 3.4
36 S. Macglone DMAC 1590 1414 2m Spirit Elite SA-7035 2.0
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3 7 P. Hakkesteeg ELMAC 1509 0 Jouster SA-7036 3.0
3 8 J. Roberts ELMAC 1432 0 R 2m am Glory 10% fb 2.0
3 9 K. Mathews ELMAC 1389 0 Quasoar S-4061 3.1
4 0 B. Roberts ELMAC 1357 0 R 2m Prophet 10% fb 2.0
4 1 D. Denly DMAC 1343 627 2m Gentle Lady S-3010 2.0
4 2 C. Viviers BERG 1274 0 2m Tsotsi SD-7032 2.0
4 3 W. Tavill SSC 1251 0 Big Bird S-3014 2.5
4 4 F. King VMG 1232 0 R 2m Spirit 2.0
4 5 L. Thomas BERG 1109 0 Bird of Time 10% fb 3.0
4 6 T. Roberts BERG 1029 0 2m Tsotsi SD-7032 2.0
4 7 C. McNeil BERG 1022 0 2m Windfree Clark-Y 2.5
4 8 P. Herbst WHRF 985 0 Gentle Lady 10% fb 2.0
4 9 J. Wright DMAC 907 0 Sagitta E-205 2.5
5 0 G. Prahm BERG 845 425 2m Spirit S-3021 2.0
5 1 C. Roberts ELMAC 742 0 Jouster SA-7036 3.0
5 2 S. Valperga SSC 724 0 Falcone 3.1

name club  bes t disc class aircraft section span

 Postal Comments 
— from Club Correspondents around the country —

SSC (5 pilots)  John Lightfoot

Really nice day for a change, with a light southerly
breeze and light lift most of the morning.  Second
Sunday not as good and pilots were content with their
scores from last Sunday.

DMAC (10 pilots) Don Slatter

Not many pilots pitched up on the 7th due to windy
conditions, which caused tricky landings although
there was big lift around (and also big sink!) 
10 pilots flew on the 14th, although a couple only
flew 3 or 4 rounds and I was a non-starter as I pulled
the control horn out of one of my flaps on my first
landing and opted not to continue.  Allan Sneedon
also stripped the servos in his flaps but continued
flying with the flaps taped up. Full credit to him and
the score he got while flying under these conditions. 

Weather was good but wind direction gave rise to a
good deal of discussion.  Winches were laid out in a
northerly direction first, then changed to southerly.
Wind stayed that way for a bit and then swung to
south-easterly and easterly so we were eventually
doing partly downwind launches.  Fortunately, the
wind was light.

MMS (9 pilots) Mark Stockton

We had very intersting and challenging conditions for 
both weekends.  On Saturday the 6th of May the wind 
was particularly high.  Genrally the lift was good, but
required chasing far downwind at times.  I got caught
out in one flight as my Escape wasn’t ballasted
enough to make the journey back to the spot.  An
afternoon rain storm resulted in Craig not finishing
his flights.

On the 13th, postals coincided with F3J team practice 
so we had Conrad, Chris and Paul completing their
flights at MMS.  This was also a chance to see Chris’s
new 3,6m MH-32 section F3J glider, Inkazi.  The new 
plane looks very, very good.  The afternoon was
highlighted by huge sink cycles and on separate
occasions both Craig and I where caught out and
failed to max a flight each.  I guess Craig, myself and
MMS know which scores will be discards now. 

BERG (6 pilots) Evan Shaw

The first Sunday we were greeted with a crystal clear
blue sky.  Light to moderate easterly winds were
predicted for the day and we had to read the air well to 
avoid some dreadful sink condition in the morning.
The conditions improved around 2 pm and the top
pilots all retuned a score of near 2000 points.
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The second Sunday the wind direction started form
the east and as soon as we had the winches set up it
promptly swung 360 degrees and settled from the
west to northwest.

This forced us to reset the winches and we only
started our first flights at around noon.  Our efforts
were rewarded as both Mike May and I managed to
improve on our pervious week score and Evan,
sporting new winglets on his Tsotsi, slightly less than
the previous week, giving BERG our fist ever 6000
team score!  Once again the lift was weak to mild
making us work hard for a max, with Mike returning
a well deserved and hard fought for 2226 top score.

We would also like to welcome our newest member,
Tony Roberts, flying his brand new Totsi in his first
ever Postals.  May he fly in many more!

VMG (1 pilot) Gert Nieuwoudt

I had a nice winter’s day on the second weekend.  On
the first weekend my and Tony’s glider’s rudders got
damaged on landings and we had to abandon.  On the
second weekend I flew alone as Tony could not make
it.  It is rather difficult lately to get flying partners in
this area, which is a pity.  I think the little flying
practice I get does not help my own progress.  The
glider I fly, the Supra, is realy fantastic and I am only
now starting to get used to this plane and its setup. 

ETB (3 pilots) Izak Theron

The first weekend got blown out and saw the guys
end up on Linksfield to rather do some sloping. 

The second weekend, although a little windy, had
plenty of thermals triggering off the tree line to the
east of our field.

WHRF (2 pilots) Malcolm Siebert

Strange weather, with a cold wind shifting all over the 
place and sometimes moving through 180 degrees
within minutes.  Thermals were few and very far
between and when found, proved difficult to stay
with.

SGC (3 pilots) Volney Klintworth

We had pleasant flying conditions in sunny weather.

Chris flew his new Inkazi for the first time.
Considering it was his first trim flights, a postal score
of 2245 bodes well for Chris’s F3J WC campaign!

Good news is that our blackjack field is being
converted into an instant lawn farm.  This should help 
to rejuvenate our club that has suffered since losing
our large field.

For Sale
(via Bill Williams (of lost Sturmovik fame!))

A guy I know is moving back to Canada permanently and sadly
has to get rid of these two planes.

*  *  * 
The first is a top of the range V-tail
including four mini servos, carbon
fibred in.  It has all the bells and
whistles — valued over R5000, he
is asking R3800

*  *  *

The second is a scale U2 which has won a competition or two in its
time.  Asking R1200

*  *  * 
You can email me billandtash@waa.co.za or phone me on — 
083 661 5584 or 767 4140  (all hours). 


