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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the paper is to collect information about stone fountains constructed in the Rhodope Moun-
tains before the mid of the 20™ century as well as to document their present state of preservation. The research
is focused on artefacts which were not sufficiently studied or were not studied at all until present and provides
new information which can be used in future studies. The author’s interest on the subject was provoked by the
opportunity to study the stone fountains not only as a group of architectural artifacts of artistic value, but also to
relate them to specific ritual practices and mythological beliefs which survived during the centuries in isolated
regions. Ritual practices related to water sources survived from the Thracian period and can still be traced in
mythological beliefs in the Rhodope Mountains.
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BbBegerume

Hacrosimara cratus npeacrass KpaTKO M3A0KeHIe BbPXY €AVH OT acIIeKTUTe Ha I1s-
AOCTHO IIpOyYBaHe Ha aBTOpa BLPXy CTapuTe yelMu ot Pogonure ¢ TsAXHaTa apXUTEKTyp-
HO-ecTeTM4YecKa ¥ MUTOAOTMYHO-CUMBOANYHA CBITHOCT ¥ HeIIPeXOAHO 3HaUYeHMe.

B nacrosmmus MmomeHT B bharapus, mopaau pes NpuU4IMHMA, MHOXKECTBO ITaMeTHUIIN
Ha KyATypara, KaKTo 1 apTeakTi, KOUTO HAMaT TO3M CTaTyT, ca M30CTaBeHN I IT0AA0KEeH!
Ha paspyiuenue. Tosa ce caydysa Iopaau ped NPUYMHN: AUIICA Ha CpeACTBa 3a pecTaBpa-
LS M TIOAAPBKKA, HeXalHO IpeHeOpeskeHre KbM KyATYPHOTO HI HaCA€ACTBO, HeM3sCHe-
Ha cOOCTBEHOCT Ha MHOTIO OT Te31 00eKTH, ocleBasa pecTUTyupaHeTo Ha nmotu. He Ha
II0CAe4HO MSCTO e HellpodecroHaAHaTa pecTaspaliis Ha MHOTO OT TAX — IpUYMHa 3a 0es-
Bb3BpaTHa 1M 3aryoa. He 110 Mmaako BpeasT 1 MHOXKeCTBOTO Kpa>kOu, Ha KOUTO ce HaThKHAX
II0 BpeMe Ha TepeHHuTe npoy4ysanus. Pasdupa ce, To3u KOMeHTap Kacae He caMO JeIlIMu-
Te, KOUTO Ca OCHOBHAaTa TeMa Ha MOsTa AycepTals, HO M BCMYKM KyATYPHU ITaMeTHUIIY,
0coOeHO Te3M, KOMTO HAMAT CTaTyT Ha ITaMeTHIUK C HallMOHAa/AHO 1AM MeCTHO 3HaueHue. B
KpajilHa CMeTKa, KOHKPeTHOCTa B cAydas Ou O1aa Io-1oe3Ha U 3aToBa ChCpeA0TOdYMX CBO-
UTe yCuAus B OTKpMBAHEeTO, 3aCHEMaHeTO, OIMCBaHeTO U ThAKYBaHeTO Ha BOAOM3TOUHUIIN-
Te B palioHa Ha Pogonure, KOuTO ce IIpeAcTaBeH! C PUCYHKM U cHUMKM (00p. 1-10).

Eana oT Ba>XxHnTe Npu4mHM, KOUTO M€ HaKapaxa 4a ce OrpaHn4Ya B paMKITE Ha Ta3n
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Oop. 1. Yewima om c. Kosauesuua.
a. zpaguuno npedcmassme (C. Jeues, K. I[Tempos);
b. cnumxa (C. Jeues)
Fig. 1. A fountain in the village of Kovachevitsa.
a. drawing (S. Dechev, K. Petrov; b. photo (S. Dechev)
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Oop. 2. Yewima om c. Illupoxa rvia.
a. zpaguuno npedcmassame (C. Jeues, K.
ITempos; b. cnumxa (C. Jeues)
Fig. 2. A fountain in the village of Shiroka Laka.
a. drawing (S. Dechev, K. Petrov;
b. photo (S. Dechev)
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Oop. 3. Yewima om Kpuuumcxus
Mmanacmup. a. zpaguuro npedcmassie (C.
Aeues, K. I[Tempos; b. chumxa (C. Jeues)

Fig. 3. A fountain in the Krichim Monastery:
a) drawing — S. Dechev , K. Petrov;
b. photo — S. Dechev)
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Teputopusl, Oerre OTHOCUTEAHO A0OPOTO ITO3HaBaHe Ha palioHa, KOeTo 01 O1A0 OT 1104-
3a Ha Hay4yHaTa I'bAHOTa Ha M3/A0KEeHMeTOo, a ChIIIO TakKa I Ha IIPaBUAHOTO pa3OMpaHe Ha
oOnuanTe, CBbp3aHI € BOogaTa U BogousTouHnnnTe. He mo-Maako Ba>KHO ycaoBMe B U300-
Pa Ha TO31 KOHKpeTeH paiioH Oe aKTBT, ye TaM ca Hail-400pe 3allazeHl HJIKOU CTapUHU
e3nJecKyt o014an, CBbp3aHn ¢ BojaTa I U3BOpUTe, KOUTO ca Hee AHOKPATHO ITOTBbPAEHN OT
BOJeII CTIIeHMaANCTy 004acTTa Ha eTHOTpapCKITe U3CAeABaHNs.

B Hayunara auteparypa, cebpsaHa c yemmuTte B bbarapus, ce cpemar 4sa Tumna pas-
PabOTKM — TaKMBa, KOUTO pas3raekaT BbIIPOCUTE 3a YelliMaTa KaTo 4acT OT apXUTeKTypHa-
Ta cpega (3aates 1955, /A106enosa 1961, Tyaemxos 2006) 1 TakiBa, KOUTO ThAKYBaT KyATO-
BUTe MPaKTUKI CBbP3aHU C BOJaTa, U3BOPUTe U BOAOU3TOUHNUIINTE IO HAIIIUTe 3eMU KaTo
KyATYPHU I11aCTOBe OT e314ecKy 1 peaurnoseH rnpousxod (leimop 1986, 'eopruesa 1983,
Toaopos 1999).

N3caeaoBareackmsAT 1mpoOaeM Ha IIpOy4YBaHeTO ce ChCTOU B OINTa Aa Cce O0eAVHAT
TOperiocoueHnTe ABe HallpaBAeHI: KaToO 110 TO3M Ha4MH ce OCMICAM 3HaueHNeTO Ha CUM-
BOAVYHITE U300paskeHNs 10 peleduTe Ha YelIMUTe, KaKTO I Ja ce 0O5ICHYU IIPOM3X0Aa I
3HaueHMeTO Ha BUTaeIlTe OKOAO0 YeMITe MUTOAOTMIHY 00pasy, a ChII0 U MUCTePUO3HU-
Te CTPOUTEAHM TpaAULIMU KaTO HallpuMep oOmyas 3a BrpakgaHeto. /pyr cblecTseH ac-
IIeKT e pasriekKJaHeTo Ha oleleanTe apTedakTy B CBeTAMHAaTa Ha apXUTeKTypHa (popMa ¢
XyAO>KeCTBeH! U I1AacCTUYHI KauyecTBa, KOUTO ca CBbp3aHl, KaKTo C OIIpeJeAeHN XyA0KeCT-
BeHU TpajguIINM, Taka U CbC ClIelMPUIHN XapaKTepPUCTUKM Ha BCsIKa eJHa OT 3alla3eHuTe
YeIIMI.

BakHo e ga ce oTOeaexn, ye ropernocoyeHnTe MUTOAOTUYHY ITIePCOHaKM, KYATOBU I
CTPOUTEAHU IIPAKTUKM, apXUTEKTyPHI U XyAO0KeCTBeHN OCOOeHOCTH, CBbp3aHl C KaMeH-
HITe YellIMI, ca IIPOCAeAeHN B ICTOPUYECK! I eTHOKYATYpPEH I14aH, 3a 4a ce O0sACHU reHe-
31ca ¥ pPa3BUTHETO M BbB BpeMeTo.

B 1sia0cTHOTO MM IpOyYBaHe 110 Temara, IIpaBs OIUT Aa IPOcAeAs HacCAOsIBaHeTO Ha
00Opa3y KaTo TO3! Ha CTOIlaHa, 3Mesl, CAMOAMBITE, BUANUTE U I0AUTe, Ha CBeTIIM OT XPUCTU-
SIHCKaTa peAUTs], IIPUIIOKpUBAIIU e3M9ecKy IepcoHakn. To3u KoHraoMepar ot odpasy,
IIPMMeCeH C eAeMeHTU OT XpUCTHUAHCKaTa U MCAsIMCcKaTa KyT/A0Ba CUMBOAMKA M IO-KbCHaTa
OapoxoBa CTUANCTIKA, MOXe Aa gaje OOsICHEeHNe 3a eKAeKTI3Ma Ha XyA0KeCTBeHIs o0pa3
110 peaeduTe Ha KAMEHHIUTE YeIIMIL.

B cayuas 61 6140 MHTepecHO Aa ce OTAeAV BHMMAaHIE Ha HAKOU IIePCOHaXKM B TO3U
pe4, xaTo 61 01110 ecTeCTBEHO Aa Ce 3aIllouHe ¢ o0pasa Ha CTOIIaHa, KOVITO e Hall-ApeBeH 110
MIPOMU3X0A U CAeAUTe MY BOAST KbM KyATOBUTe IIpeACTaB! Ha TPaKuUTe.

Bpuciosb CTynaH

Herosara cbIITHOCT ce cbCTOM B TOBa, Ye TOM € AyX Ha XepousupaH Ipapourel, KOu-
TO Ce sABsIBa KaTO COOCTBEHMK U1 IIOKPOBUTEA Ha BaXKHU eAeMeHTH oT ¢pamuaHus out. Kora-
TO POAHMHCKAaTa Bpb3Ka Ha TO3U IIpapoAuTeA C IIOKOAeHIsATa ce OTAaledaBa BbB BpeMeTo,
TOM IIp1A00MBa BCe IO-AeTeHAapHI YepTy 11 OMBa HaTOBapeH ChC CBPbXeCTeCTBeH! KayecT-
Ba KaTo Ma3urea U Japutea Ha 6aarornoayune. OT cBosl cTpaHa, HETOBUTe IIOTOMIIN TPsIOBa
Aa ce OTHACAT C HeTo KaTo KbM Ayx-coOcTseHMK. Heobxoaumo e 0140 Te ga ro moumrar ¢
yBa>KeHMe 1 MaAK! gapose.

AyXbT Ha TO3U IIpapoauTea, KOMTO B HAKOM U3TOYHNIIM € HapuJaH IIpajej, OT e4Ha
CTpaHa e 400pOoHaMepeH KbM MOYUTaIUTe IO IIOTOMIIM, a OT Apyra € PeBHUB, pa3apas-
HUTeAeH U 4eCcTOoAI00MB, KaTO HaKa3Ba >KeCTOKO, ako ObJe MPOIIyCHAaTO ga My ce oTJaje
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rmounTt. ETO KakBO mumiie o BBIIpOCa €AUH OT Hall-3aAbA00ueHnTe My m3caejosarean E.
Teogopos:

,Podcmeerama eépvsxa ne ce npexvcsara coc cmvpmma. IIpadedvm npodvaxasar da
Kusee ¢ MUCAUMe U uHmepecume Ha Xusume, moi npodvaxasar 0a 0vde cmonanun Ha
Kouama u umomume. Tas vmpeuina cevp3anocm ¢ uMoma u ¢ poda e cv3dara u o0pasa u
umemo my —,cmonan(un)”. bvazapurom e wyscmeanr te Had cebe cu, a 0KoA0 cebe cu c60sl
HeSUOUM 3AKPUAHUK.

Ho xax da ce 005cHuU, Ye XpUCMUSAHCKUME CEMUU Ce UYECIMEAN NDAHOKPDEHO 6 MHO20
npasHulu U NPoHUKeam maxa 0bA00K0 6 HapoOHUs Oum, 1e He camo 3anousam 0a Coujecm-
8Yy6arm Hapeo ¢ 4ecmearemo Ha CHONana, a 6 HAKOU CAY4AU U 04 SAAUNATN HANDAHO MUCDAINA
30 He2o, Kaxvemo e cayuas ¢ npastuxa I'epzvosdert u dp. Tosu paxm moxe da ce 005cHU HA-
NDAHO, Hpe3 0H06a, Koemo ycmarosuxme domyx. Bapearemo, ue crmonanom e 0yx, ue e 0ur
npes Kueoma cu HAKAKEA USMOKHAMA AUNHOCTH, NpedCcmasAslea 0CHO6AMA, 6bPXY KOSAMOo
MoOKe 0a ce passue CoebpULeHo ecrmecmseHo udesama 3a Hecmseamnemo Ha Conana Kamo cee-
met,. Cmonanom kamo npadeo, KOUmo u cAred CMoPmma cu npodvbAXasa 0a Xueee, 3anasui
C605MA USKATOUUMEAHA Pusuecka u 0YX06HA CUAA U C60SMA 6PLIKA C XOpAMa, Koumo mMoxe
da dade u 30pase, U KU601M U NA000pPoJUE, € MOZDA COECEM AECHO 04 npueMme uepmume Ha Kol
da e céemel|. 3aulomo Kaxeo codcmeero e OUA céemelvm cnoped UopKeama — noKoUHuK,
KOUMmo ce e usduzrar Had oduKHoseHume xopa upes céos *ueom, omoader 3a 0AA20MO HA
dpyeume, upes c60SMA USKAIOUUINEAHA CUAA, KOO € 3ANa3UA 6 0c00eHomo cu Gusu1ecko
coujecmeyearie u caed cmvpmma. Cmonanvm u céemeybm ca eOHAKEU 10 CoUUHA — No-
KOUHULY, 3AKPUAHULYU HA Yo6eKa. Jorasamercmeo 3a epacmearie HA céemela 6 CrmonaHa e
U mM06a, Ue CAMUM céemel;, KOAKOmo u CmparHo 0a 36yuu, npuema uepmume Ha cmonana”
(Teoaopos 1999, 131).

Taxa, B M3BeCTeH CMICDHA, TO3U XepouaMpaH IIpajed MpuAoOMBa HAKOU YepTU Ha
MecTHO O0>KecTBO. VI3BecTHO e, ye BbB BpeMeTO Ha MHOTOBEKOBEeH KyATypeH OOMeH, MHO-
rO OT Te3U TPaKUIICKU ITpajeAr, KOUTO O1AM OOeKT Ha KyATOBa IOYNT, ce MHPUATpUpPAT
U B APEBHOTPBLKIUS PeAUTMO3€H ITaHTeOH, a IIO-KbCHO Ca BB3IPUETU U OT caMIUTe TPpaKu
KaTo Oo>kecTBa. BeposATHO He e caydaeH u pakTa, de TOI BUHAIU e M300pa3siBH 3aeAHO CbC
3MIsI, HO KaTO TaKbB, TOI € 3aKpMAHUK IIPeAVIMHO Ha CBOeTO HacAeACTBO. 3aTOBa Te YecTo
OmBaT CMsATaHU 3a HeMaTepMaAHM COOCTBeHNIM Ha (paMIAHM AOMOBE, BasKHI CTPaAl, CU-
HOPH, HO Hall-IIOIyASPHM Ca KaTO COOCTBEHMITM Ha U3BOPU HapudaHu , Bpucioss' cmynarn”
(deues 1930, 52) (06p. 2). MHOrO MHTepecHa e U ceMaHTMYHAaTa Bpb3Ka MeXAy oOpasa Ha
IIpapoAUTeAs — 6PUCIO6 CHIYNAH M 3Mesl, KOWUTO U3IIS1A0 IIPUIIOKPpUBA HETOBIs oOpas. B ms-
BeCTeH CMICBhA MOXe Ja Obje ouepTaH M ITbTs, KOWTO e M3MIHaA oOpas3a Ha CTOIIaHa, 3a
Aa ce pasbepe 1 Ta3y TpaHcpOpMaIlVs Ha BBHIITHIS 00AVK IIpU 3arla3BaHe Ha PYHKITUUTE.
OCHOBHMAT BBIIPOC TYK € 3alll0 AeTeHAApHUAT 00pa3 Ha IIpajeda-CTOIIaH ChIECTBYBa I1a-
paseAHO ¢ MUTOAOTMYHMA 00pas Ha 3mes. Criopeg E. Teogopos, 0OpasbT Ha cToIlaHa e 11o-
ApeBeH 1 MOXe Aa ObAe 0OBbp3aH IoBeyYe C TPaKMIICKITe KyATOBY ITPAaKTHKH, A0KaTO 3MesI
Ce CBBp3Ba IIOBeYe C MUTOAOTHUATA U BAPBAHIATA HAa CAABSIHUTE, KOUTO Ha MeCTHA II0YBa
Ce CMeCHAM ChC CXOAHUTE KaTO CMIChA TPAaKUIICKU TaKyBa. B pesyarar Ha ToBa cMecBaHe
3MesT, TaKbB KaKbBTO IO IIO3HaBaMe B OOIIIOCAABsIHCKaTa MUTOAOIL, ce e TpaHcpopMupal
U e TIp1e XapaKTePVICTUKITE Ha CTOIIaHa, KOJITO ce e Bh3IIpueMal KaTo o0pa3 CbC CXOAHU
gepTH. 3MesT IPUCLCTBAa B MUTOBETEe Ha BCUMYKM CAaBSIHCKU I11€MeHa, HO C U3KAIOYeHNe Ha

1 Bpuc e mHOTO CTapa AMaleKTHa AyMa oT paitona Ha Cpeannte Pogoru u o3HagaBa M3BOP.
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O0p. 4. Yewima 6 kyamos komnirexc Emarrv 6ada do c. busorse:
a) zpaguuro npedcmassme — C. Aeves, K. I[lempos; 6) chumxa— C. Jeues)
Fig. 4. A fountain in the Emalli Baba Alian cult complex near the village of Bivolyane:
a) drawing — S. Dechev , K. Petrov; b)photo — S. Dechev)

CAaBsIHUTE, KOUTO ca ce 3aceAnan Ha baakanure, Tol e Bb3IIpreMaH I10BeJe KaTo ChIIeCTBO
C AecTpyKTMBHa (PYHKIUA U OTpUIlaTeAeH 3apsd, ChIeCTBO, KOeTo e chOupareseH odpas
Ha HeoOy3JaHUTe U paspyIIUTeAHN NPUPOAHN CTUXUH. 3MesT Ha baakanurte n ocobeno
B Pogonure 110-ckOpo nMMa poAsTa Ha IOKPOBUTEA U Ia3uTeA Ha CeA0TO, Ha MACTOTO, HO
Hali-Bede Ha U3BOPUTE.
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Oop. 5. Yewima om c. Opeututio:
a. epaguuro npedcmassne (C. Aeves, K. I[Tempos; 6. cnumka (C. Jeues)
Fig. 5. A fountain in the village of Oreshino
a. drawing (S. Dechev , K. Petrov; b. photo (S. Dechev)

3MusTa ce e cuMTala 3a HOCUTe Ha AyIllaTa Ha YoBeKa caed cMbpTa My. CM:Taa0 ce,
ge cae/, KaTo 3MMIsITa U3A13a OT AYIKU B 3eMATa, TO Ts e ChIeCTBO, ABAI0 OT I0A3eMHO-
TO 11apCTBO, KOETO e CBbP3aHO ChC CBeTa Ha MBPTBIUTE, a HEMMHOTO IOsIBsIBaHe CpeJ XoparTa,
0CODOeHO 0K0A0 1AM B KblllaTa, 40 U3BOP, CMHOP, CTapoO ABbPBO I T. H., C€ CMATAa0 3a sIBsIBaHe
Ha Ayxa Ha IIpajeja cpe/ >KUBUTe My IIOTOMIIM, KOeTO Hali-4ecTo 01140 CMATaHO 3a A0Illa
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Oop. 6. Yewma Mapzyduna, c. Joano Ayxoeo: a) epaduutio npedcmasare — C. deues, K. [Tempos;
0) cnumxa — C. Jeves)
Fig. 6. The Margudina Fountain in the village of Dolno Lukovo: a) drawing — S. Dechev , K.
Petrov; b) photo — S. Dechev)

roAn40a, 3a MpeayIpeKJeHne oT CTpaHa Ha CTOIaHa-3aKpUAHMK 3a HaABMCHAAa OITacHOCT
UAY TIpeAcTosiina Oeaa.

ITpu 3aceasaneTo cit Ha baaKaHUTE, CAaBAHNTE 3aBapyAY IPOBUHIINAAHOTO TPaKUIl-
CKO HaceJeHUe, YMITO MUTOAOIMYHU IIpeACTaBU OMAM HaceAeHM C BAPBaHUA U o0pasy,
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O6p. 7. Yewma nped dxxamusma na c. Harosuuya: a) zpaduurio npedcmasare — C. Jeves, K.
[Tempos; 06) cnumka — C. Aeves)
Fig. 7. A fountain in front of the mosque in the village of Nanovitsa: a) drawing — S. Dechev, K.
Petrov; b) photo — S. Dechev)

HaroAoOsBaly oOpasa Ha 3Mesl OT TeXHUTe COOCTBEHI BspBaHIs. dMesT BAajeel Haj IIpU-
POAHNTe CTUXIM, BeTposeTe 11 OypuTe, HO ChIlleBpeMeHHO O1A JapuTea Ha BO4a M ABXA.
Ot nerosata 01arocKA0HHOCT 3aBliceda peKoATaTa U ChbOTBETHO — 04aroroAy4yueTo Ipe3
roguHara.
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Oop. 8. Yewima npu Asasmomo 6 k6. Avdxa,
Meaiiroszpad: a) epaguurio npedcmassrie — C.
Aeues, K. I[lempos; 6) chumxa — C. Jeues)
Fig. 8. A fountain at the sacred spring in
the Ludza neighborhood in Ivailovgrad: a)
drawing — S. Dechev , K. Petrov; b) photo —S.
Dechev
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O0p. 9. Yewima nped yovpxeama
Koncemarnmun u Exena 6 k8. Avdxa,
Meaiiroszpad: a) zpaduutio npedcmasare — C.
Aeues, K. Ilempos; 6) cnumxa — C. Jeues
Fig. 9. A fountain in front of the Sts.
Constantine and Helen Church in the Ludza
neighbourhood, Ivailovgrad : a) drawing — S.
Dechev , K. Petrov; b) photo — S. Dechev
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Oop. 10. Yewma do yvpreama é c.
Cmotixume (ct. CmosH Aeues)

Fig. 10. A fountain at the church building in
the village of Stoykite (photo: Stoyan Dechev)

B kpaitHa cmeTka, B ObArapckuTe IIpeAcTaBi 3MesT MMa A0CTa I10-ypaBHOBECeH Xa-
pakTep — TOI1 ce Bb3IIpMeMa I10-CKOPO KaTo gapuTea Ha Boja, PyHKIIsI, HacAe eHa OT cAa-
BsIHCKUTe Tpaauiiuu. Toit ce cumTa 1 3a IMOKPOBUTEA Ha MSCTOTO U CeA0TO, KOeTO ITBK e
JyepTa, HacJAeJeHa OT Xepou3upaHms npagea-cronaH. PakThT, ye 1 4BaTa oOpasa ca ce 3alla-
314U AO AeH-AHellleH I10Ka3Ba, ye IapaleAHOTO UM ChlllecTByBaHe e Bb3MOXKHO. B paskasa
Ha B. Jeues ce u3noassa cA0BOChUYeTaHUETO ,6PUCI06b cmynand” KaTo 4ecTo M3II0A3BaHO
HapuIlaTeAHO 3a IaTpuapXadHa, HeIIOKAaTUMa I pecrieKTupalia AM4HOCT. B cpIioTo Bpe-
Me MUTOBETe 3a 3Mes ca IIMPOKO pasIIpoCcTpaHeHN.

EaHo oT Hait-xapakTepHuTe OOIIM Hellla e Bpb3KaTa MM C U3BOPUTEe U YeIIMUTe KaTo
001JalHO TSAXHO OOMUTAAMIIe U BAajeHNe U He e CTPaHHO, 4e C BpeMeTo Te3! o0pasu ca ce
CMeCIAN U ca ce IIpeBbpHaAU B pa3ANYHNTE ANIla HAa €AVH V CBII] IPOTOTHUII.

TaxaBa ABOVICTBEHOCT He e Uy>KAa Ha CXBalllaHNATa Ha Halsl Hapod. Kato moTsppk-
AeHle MOKe Aa ce Aaje IIpUMep CbC 3apa’kjaHeTo I A1eCHOTO IIPOHMKBaHe Ha OOTOMIACTBO-
TO cped, ObArapcKUs HapOJ, KOeTO ce OCHOBaBa Ha AyaAlCTUYHATa IIpeAcTaBa 3a CBeTa.

OrpuniateaHurte nepcoHakyu B ObATapcKuUTe IIpeACTaBU ca OOpasuTe Ha AaMsTa U
xazarta. ToBa omnmcaHme u3sICHsABA ABe Hellla — IBPBOTO €, Ye OINCaHMeTO Ha AaMsiTa U B
Pogorute otrosaps Ha OOIIOIPUETOTO, U BTOPOTO €, 4e 0Opas3bT U € CAOKEH I CBOeHpa-
BeH, HO KaTo 115110 e 01arojeTeAeH CIpsIMO JKUTeANTe Ha CeAUIIeTO, KOeTO TOM CTOIIaHMCBa
IIpU yCAOBHE, 4e Te ce OTHACAT IIOYTUTEeAHO KbM Hero U My IIpMHAcAT APeOHM XKepTBH, a B
CBIIIOTO BpeMe e BpakAeOeH KbM NpUIIbAlM 1 Hamecrsenunu. C Apyru AyMu 3a CBOUTE,
TOI € 3MeJ1, a 3a Uy>KAUTE — AaMsL.

Haxkpas Tpsa6Ba 4a 6bae oTOeAsI3aHO, Ue U3CAedBaHeTO U AOKYMEeHTPaHeTO Ha Te3!
4yecTo IpeHeOpersaHn 00eKTH, MOXKe Ja pasKplue oIlpejeeHl aclleKT! OT HalllaTa KyATypa
U AYIIIEBHOCT, Aa 00sICHM 3a0paBeHN TpaAUIINN I Ja pasriela U3rpa’kJaHeTo Ha yelliMaTa
He IIPOCTO KaTO apXUTEKTypPeH eAeMeHT, HO 1 KaTO PUTyaleH akKT.
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The old stone fountains in the Rhodope Mountains

Stoyan Dechev
(summary)

The purpose of the paper is to collect information about stone fountains constructed
in the Rhodope Mountains before the mid 20th century as well as to document their present
state of preservation. The most interesting fountains are presented here by drawings and
photos revealing important details such as inscriptions and reliefs. The research is focused
on artefacts which were not sufficiently studied or were not studied at all until present and
provides new information which can be used in future studies. The author’s interest on the
subject was provoked by the opportunity to study the stone fountains not only as a group of
architectural artefacts of artistic value, but also to relate them to specific ritual practices and
mythological beliefs which survived during the centuries in isolated regions. The study is
based on similar earlier studies on fountains and water sources, ethnographic and regional
studies including architectural approach. The present paper intends to integrate the studies
mentioned above and to explain the importance of the mythological characters of various
nature who were supposed to rule the springs and fountains. Another aim is to interpret the
origin of basic relief images on fountains and to speculate on their transition from symbols
to ornaments. And last but not least, the study raises questions on certain ethno-cultural
and historical issues as well as on the religious syncretism leading to artistic eclecticism.
Ritual practices related to water sources survived from the Thracian period and can still be
traced in mythological beliefs in the Rhodope Mountains.
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