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Preserving Springsteen oldies, goodies.
Experts restore a river
 of the Boss’ ephemera

| By Natalie Pompilio
FOR THE INQUIRER
| In the studic where Ben Franklin's
FPoor Richards Almonack was con-

- where Frederick Douglass’
ries found new life, and where a copy of

| the US. Constitution

care, the unforgettable work and words

of another American
served for posterity:

Bruce Springsteen's.
| Inside the Conservation Center for
| Art and Historic Artifacts in Center
ﬂi‘rﬂmﬁmm}s af the Boss' notebsoks
containing lyrics, phone numbers, per-
sonal notes, doodbes, set lists, and tour
information are getting the same
types of careful treatment.
See SPRINGSTEEN on Alf

dis-
rectived

are being pre-

+

Not fade away Pre servmg

the Springsteen archives

that his band at the time, the
Castiles, deserved more attention
and respect.

_ “He's obviously a major figure of
IrA- and ZISr-Cenrury AMRSIICAn
life,” said Jim Henke, the hall's cu-
rator and vice president of exhibi-
tions. Because of that, taking steps
0 preserve Springsteen’s wrilings
make sense, he said.

“Tt's important to keep them for
generations to come,” e said.

A Springsteen assoclate brought
the more than 40 spiral
binders, folders, and scrapbocks to
the conservation center's attention
last year. The materials date from
150466 to 2005, Springsteen was archi-
ving his collections, and the materi-
als he sent to the center have per-
sonal notes, letters from fans both
famous and nof, and even a few
vinyl recordings tucked between

pages.
«“Hpg's very forward-thinking to
consider preserving his legacy for
future generations,” said Ingrid Bo-
gel, the center's executive director
“The type of musical things we've
worked on im the past arc Bach
manuseripks.”
~For a Springsteen fan, the docu-
ments are o trove that gives insight
into not cnly Springsteen the artise,
but also Springsteen the man,

These everyday ems Include a
“1o do™ list that has “extra garage
door openers,” & note to bring a
camera and “vests — blwe, purple,
gray, black” on the tour supporting
The Rising, and a typed series of

for “Bruce and Pat-

ti," with a reminder to attend & par-
ent-teacher conference.

There’s a notebook from a Univer-
gity of Pennsylvania shop, another

“Wild night,” Bruce Spri

noted at the 1op of a set list from a
N.J. concert, along with the 2-hour,
&7-minute concart tife, above.
Abeova right, thie shesve of a Castiles
45-rpm demo bums some rubber

~ al the Consarvation Center for Arl

and Historic Arifacts. A notebook
doadle, right, cancaturas the Boss
with sax player Clarence Clemons.

bearing a map of New Jersey, at
least two with Snoopy on the cover.
One orange book has
lines om the cover for the user to fill
in a name, address, and subject.
Someone filled those spaces in to
read: “Bossinheimer Jones f Cool
Srreet | Your Mama.®

“It*s like looking into the past of a
common human being whoe had
common methods and common ma-
terials, and in a way it's kind of
appropriate for who he is and what
he does with his music,” Hinz said.

On a recent day, copservation
technician Val Kremser was work-
ing on one of Springsteen's tour
notebooks, which contained set
lists and notes on how to play cer-
tain songs. Springsteen often went
huck to the lists, putting down ex-
actly how long o given concert had
lasted. And he prepared for his
overseas tours: One notebook has
English-to-Italian translations of
common stage phrases such as “BEe
right back.” (Torre subilo, although
Springsteen spelled it differently.)

He sometimes included s few
words about the weather or the
crowd: “Wild night” reads a nota-
tion mext to a New Jersey show, the
words circled by what scem to be
stars. (Two Philadelphia shows
from the same period might not
have gone as well: “Humid” was the
notation nest to one !l'ﬂ!i'l-'-'; “new sta-
dium,” read the other.)

Kremsers job is to repair and
clean, not alter The tools of the
conservator’s trade are wheat

starch paste, Japanese paper, and
vuleanized rubber Folded pages
are unfolded,
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Bruce's Beatle look:
Springsteen (frant laf) with
the riop-toppaed Castilos.
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On their way to the Rock and Rell Hall of Fame and Maseum in Cloveland, the
Springsteen notabooks ged a preservationist's touch from Val Kremser  °
INrty pages aré o me Conservation Genter for Art and Historic Artifacts in Center Gity.

cleaned. Then each page is scanned
and a digital photo taken. Each fin-
ished noteboak is placed in a cus-
tom-made cloth box

Fremser delicately reattached o
perforated notebook cover. She
showed an imperfection she was
!Jlinnmg to fix, a minuscule Blem.
gh that probably would go unno-
ticed by most observers.

“That little tear, spmeons grabs a
page too roughly and It's torn,” she
said.

While she’s a little young to be
part of Springsteen Nation, Krem-
ser said, she likes working on docu-
ments belonging to a living person,
someone she saw on TV just the
other night. “It's nice to see he's a
real person who makes lists abaol
things. I make lists, too,” she said.

Among the Springsteenabilia |
were two scrapbonks, covering 1965 |
to 1968, put together by the wife of
the man who managed the Castiles,
one of Springsteen’s carly groups.
The woman considered the five
band members part of her farmnily,
labeling pletures “my sons™ and in-
cluding birthday-party photos and
locks from each teenager’s hair

Thiz paper coOnserVALOrs’ WOrst en-
emy — of best friend, sinco it keops

the scrapbocks. Some pages had as
meny as eight layers of lape, which
stiined poges and mamed images.
“There were a lor of challenges,
and that was the fun part" said
Eraln, who met Springsteen after a
Philadelphia concert and kissed his
cheek, which she recalled as

“sweaty.”

Each scrapbook was unbound so
its could be addressed indi-
vﬂﬂw&ﬂﬁ a surface cleaning
with the vulcanized rubber, the te-
dious tape removal , manual-
Iy ar with a heated spatula.

“Adhesive tends to yellow and
brittle and disfigure the object by
staining it," Hinz said. “If you don't
remove It, it could release on its
own, and the item that it attached
could fall off and be quite possibly
lost forever.”

Each scrapbook required at least
30 man-hours, After the pages were
cleaned and repaired, the items —
photos, newspaper clippings, ads
such as one for a Castiles show at a
VFW for 50 cenls — were reat-
tached with black photo comers or

1_1.|'|3.r hinges in their original posi-
Cnmn'nmra often don’t have

them in business — is pressure-sen-
sithve adhesive, what the rest of us
call rape.

Senior conservabion agsstants Jil-

time to analyze what they'ne preseny

ing, Hinz said. “We can't luxuiiate in

the reading of artifacts,” he sald.
But he did notice, for instance,

liamn Wilcox and Anna Erain took on

that the words Well, they, which
kick off “Atlantic City," were used
in multiple songs. And Springsteen
has hundreds of songs scrawled in
hiz notebooks, many unrecorded or
unreleased

mT]:I-I: Hall of Fames Henke ?ﬂH
& pApers gave nta
Springsteen’s mmn‘{tﬂ’f style
Henke has seen songwriters whe
croas out and revise o Song on pac
per. Springsteen is more likely to
write put an entire song, move on
to something else, and then rewrité
the earlier somg in full with thllﬂ"

5, A senE can
in & notebonk, m I.'H*laml!:
cach time,

Henke alzo noted a differemce as
Springsteen matured. “Going back
to the earlier years, he'd write and
Fewrite and rewrite, and there's far
lesz of that by The Rising.” Henke
gaid. "Heumtnrgmr: out much
gquicker mow."™

As.she surface-cheaned a black-
and-white composition book that
still contained Springsteen's high
school schedule — stenn was first
period, and he had two Engligh
classes — Krain noted that the art-
ist's simplest personal writings i'la.d
a certain timing and rhythm, .

“Even the notes he wrote had thé

to be songs” she s-n‘rd
“They had the quality of 1!|.'r‘{-l!«\!~.



