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Conservation center uses
art, science and a lot of care
to clean the Maryland State
Law Library’s originals

Corine McHugh bathes a print from John James Audubon's “Birds of America” at the Conservation”
Center for Art and Historic Artifacts in Philadelphia. Over the past two years, the prints have been
leaving Annapolis for the center. The spine of the book is pictured at top.
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Restoring life to
Audubon prints
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Eraser
crumbs are
used (sbove)
to clean the
surface of 2
print. At right,
Soyeon Choi
uses a lech.
nique called
“in-painting”
torestoroa
print.

BY ANDREA F. SIEGEL
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PIHILADELPHIA // Conservator
Anna Krain sprinkles what looks
like grated Parmesan cheese on a
19th-century print of winter wrens
and rock wrens.

But these crumbs are pure white
vinyl eracer. Under Krain's gentle
massage, they pull the top layer of
dirt from this historic artwork in
the Maryland State Law Library's
collection of original Birds of Amer-
ica prints by wildlife illustrator
John James Audubon.

Over the past two years, the
prints have been leaving Annapo-
lis for the Conservation Center for
Art and Historic Artifacts, a non-
profit workshop housed in a for-
mer ice cream factory. Here, they
undengo a treatment that blends
art, science and TLC.

In painstaking, if sometimes te-
dious, work, conservators lighten
the stains] cJean more than a cen-
tury’s worth of grime and finger-
prints, uncrinkle the paper and
mend rips on what are among
the world’s most readily recog:
nized depictions of birds.

“The goal is not to make them
look new. They have a long histo-
Iy says senior conservator Joan
[Picase so¢ PRINTS, 6A)




With great care, restoring
life to Audubon prints
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Brushes hang on the wall at the
conservation center, where the
prints get lots of atlention.
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but this is no ordinary bath. It
sprays a shallow layer of calch
um-enriched de-fonized water,
which & less acidic for the paper
and better at reducing the
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10 2-pound scuba ts that
are helping to flatten a print
buried under protective white
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