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N ever before in the history of the
Church of Rome has one of her

Bishops proclaimed Saints two Prede-
cessors so close in time as is happen-
ing now with the canonization of An-
gelo Giuseppe Roncalli and Karol
Wo j t y ła. Without a doubt, in the
second half of the 20th century John
XXIII and John Paul II were the prot-
agonists of two pontificates — the first
brief, the second very long, reaching to
the beginning of the new century —
whose importance is already being
perceived even before a well founded
historical assessment has been accor-
ded to this time.

And yet the sense of the faithful —
as well as the perception from outside,
even in worlds far away — came before
the Church’s recognition, in immedi-
ately perceiving the extraordinariness
of these two Christian figures, who
are, very different from one another.
One rooted in the Catholicism of rural
Lombardy at the end of the 19th cen-
tury whose Roman formation in the
borderlands qualified him, was both a
traditional and a revolutionary Pope.
The other was the fruit, both mature
and fresh, of an ancient faith tempered
by the totalitarianism of the 20th cen-
tury, the first non-Italian Bishop of
Rome in nearly half a millennium.

The personal sanctity of Roncalli
and Wojtyła — ratified by canonical
procedures opened by Paul VI and Be-
nedict XVI but completed by their Suc-
cessor Francis — is especially signific-
ant. For it is the light of Vatican II, a
half century after its close, which illu-
mines and unites the two canoniza-
tions. Emblematically, the only photo-
graphs of Pope John and the young
Auxiliary from Krakow together
were taken at an audience with the
Polish Episcopate precisely on the
eve of the Council.

Their sanctity is inscribed in the
context of Vatican II: Roncalli foresaw
the Council and inaugurated it with
serene courage; Wojtyła experienced it
passionately as a bishop. The act of
their Successor Francis — the
first Bishop of Rome to
welcome the Council
without having particip-
ated in it — indicates not
only the exemplarity of
these two Christians
who became Pope, but
also the common jour-
ney they traced out of
renewal and sympathy
for the women and men
of our time.

G.M.V.

The Canonization of John Paul II and John XXIII

A day of four popes
Sunday, 27 April 2014,
will go down in history
as “the day of four
Pop es”. Millions, both in
Rome and around the
world via television and
radio, witnessed the Can-
onization of Popes John
XXIII and John Paul II,
presided by Pope Francis
and concelebrated by Be-
nedict XVI.

These were, the Ro-
man Pontiff said, “two
men of courage” who
“bore witness before the
Church and the world to
Go d’s goodness and
m e rc y ”.
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The Beatification of Giuseppe Girotti
in Alba, Italy

A martyr for love
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Detail of a photograph of John XXIII’s
meeting with Polish bishops on 8 October

1962 — three days prior to the opening of
Vatican II (far left: Bishop Wojtyła,

Auxiliary of Krakow)

His first memories of Karol Wojtyła

This was the Pope
for the hour at hand
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Biographies of the new
saints
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Jorge Bergoglio after the death
of John Paul II

A consistent man
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VAT I C A N BULLETIN
AUDIENCES

Friday, 25 April

Cardinal Polycarp Pengo, Archbish-
op of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania
Cardinal Marc Ouellet, PSS, Prefect
of the Congregation for Bishops
Members of the Southern African
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, on a
visit ad Limina Apostolorum:

— Archbishop Buti Joseph Tlha-
gale, OMI, of Johannesburg;
Apostolic Administrator Sede vacante
et ad nutum Sanctae Sedis of Klerks-
dorp

— Archbishop William Matthew
Slattery, OFM, of Pretoria, Military
Ordinary for South Africa

— Bishop Xolelo Thaddaeus Ku-
malo of Eshowe

— Bishop Zolile Peter Mpambani,
SCI, of Kokstad

— Bishop Pius Mlungisi Dlung-
wane of Mariannhill

— Bishop Sithembele Anton
Sipuka of Umata

— Bishop Stanisław Jan Dziuba,
OSPPE, of Umzimkulu

— Bishop José Luis Gerardo
Ponce de León, IMC, of Manzini,
Swaziland; Apostolic Administrator
Sede vacante et ad nutum Sanctae
Sedis of the Apostolic Vicariate of
Ingwavuma

— Bishop Giuseppe Sandri, M C C J,
of Witbank

— Bishop Valentine Tsamma Seane
of Gaborone, Botswana

— Bishop Jeremiah Madimetja
Masela of Polokwane

— Bishop Kevin Dowling, CSSR, of
R u s t e n b u rg

— Bishop João Noé Rodrigues of
Tz a n e e n

— Bishop Frank Atese Nubuasah,
SVD, titular Bishop of Pauzera,
Apostolic Vicar of Francistown, Bot-
swana
H.E. Mr Salvador Sánchez Cerén,
President-elect of the Republic of El
Salvador, with his wife and entour-
age
Saturday, 26 April

King Albert II and Queen Paola of
Belgium, with their entourage
H.E. Mr Juan Orlando Hernández
Alvarado, President of the Republic
of Honduras, with his wife and en-
tourage
H.E. Mr Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Prime
Minister of the Republic of Ukraine,
with his entourage
H.E. Mr Bronisław Komorowski,
President of the Republic of Poland,
with his wife and entourage
Monday, 28 April

Their Majesties King Juan Carlos I
de Borbóne and Queen Sofia of
Spain, and entourage
Tuesday, 29 April

Cardinal Jorge Liberato Urosa
Savino, Archbishop of Caracas,
Ve n e z u e l a

Archbishop Ivo Scapolo, titular
Archbishop of Thagaste, Apostolic
Nuncio in Chile
H.E. Mr Horacio Manuel Cartes
Jara, President of the Republic of
Paraguay, with his wife and entour-
age

CHANGES IN EP I S C O PAT E

The Holy Father accepted the resig-
nation of Bishop Anthony Francis
Sharma, S J, titular Bishop of Gigthi,
from the Apostolic Vicariate of
Nepal, Nepal. It was presented in
accord with can. 401 § 1 of the Code
of Canon Law (25 Apr.).
The Holy Father appointed Fr Paul
Simick, from the clergy of Darjeel-
ing, India, as Apostolic Vicar of
Nepal, assigning him the titular
episcopal see of Maturba. Until now
he has been parish priest of Im-
maculate Conception Cathedral,
Darjeeling (25 Apr.).

Bishop-elect Simick, 50, was born
in Gitdubling, India. He holds a
master’s degree in English and a
doctorate in Biblical theology. He
was ordained a priest on 9 April
1992. He has served in parish min-
istry and as: hostel prefect at the
Namchi Public School; as professor
of Scripture at Morning Star Col-
lege; as dean of the East Sikkim
deanery and as treasurer and vice
principal at St Xavier’s school,
Pa k y o u n g.

The Holy Father accepted the resig-
nation of Bishop Sotero Phamo of
Loikaw, Myanmar. It was presented
in accord with can. 401 § 2 of the
Code of Canon Law (26 Apr.).
The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Stephen Tjephe, titular Bishop of
Nova Barbara and Auxiliary of
Loikaw, as Apostolic Administrator
sede vacante et ad nutum Sanctae
Sedis of the said Diocese (26 Apr.).

Bishop Tjephe, 58, was born in
Danoku, Myanmar. He was or-
dained a priest 28 March 1984. He
was ordained a bishop on 21
November 2009, subsequent to his
appointment as Auxiliary Bishop of
L o i k a w.

The Holy Father accepted the resig-
nation of Bishop Theotonius
Gomes, CSC, titular Bishop of
Zucchabar, from his office as Auxili-
ary of Dhaka, Bangladesh. It was
presented in accord with cann. 411 §
1 and 401 § 1 of the Code of Canon
Law (28 Apr.).
The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Joseph Anthony Toal as Bishop of
Motherwell, Scotland. Until now he
has been Bishop of Argyll and The
Isles (29 Apr.).

Bishop Toal, 57, was born in Roy
Bridge, Scotland. He was ordained a

priest on 10 July 1980. He was or-
dained a bishop on 8 December
2008, subsequent to his appointment
as Bishop of Argyll and The Isles.

TERRITORIAL ABBEY

The Holy Father accepted the resig-
nation of Abbot Dom Beda Um-
berto Paluzzi, OSB, from the territ-
orial Abbey of Montevergine, Italy.
It was presented in accord with can.
401 § 2 of the Code of Canon Law
(18 Apr.).

RE L AT I O N S WITH STAT E S

The Holy Father appointed Arch-
bishop Anselmo Guido Pecorari, tit-
ular Archbishop of Populonia,
Apostolic Nuncio in Bulgaria. Until
now he has been Apostolic Nuncio
in Uruguay (25 Apr.).

CARDINAL TA K E S POSSESSION

On 27 April, Cardinal Philippe Na-
kellentuba Ouédraogo, Archbishop
of Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso,
took possession of the Title of Santa
Maria Consolatrice al Tiburtino.

NECROLO GY

Bishop José Moreira Bastos Neto of
Três Lagoas, Brazil, at age 61 (26
A p r. ) .

Bishop emeritus Protacio Guevarra
Gungon of Antipolo, the Philip-
pines, at age 88 (26 Apr.).

Archbishop emeritus Aloísio Roque
Oppermann, SCI, of Uberaba,
Brazil, at age 77 (27 Apr.).

Archbishop Damião António Frank-
lin of Luanda, Angola, at age 63 (28
A p r. ) .

Pope Francis with
the King and Queen of Spain

On Monday morning, 28 April, in the study adjacent to Paul VI Hall,
Pope Francis received King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia of Spain, who
then went on to meet with Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin, ac-
companied by Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, secretary for Relations
with States.

During the cordial discussions the Parties remarked on the good rela-
tions between the Holy See and Spain, which have been increasingly
consolidated in the spirit of the 1979 Agreements. In this context, men-
tion was made of some current issues regarding the Church’s mission in
society and the situation of the country. This was followed by an ex-
change of views on matters of an international nature, with special refer-
ence to various situations of crisis.

Sup ervisory
Commission of
Cardinals of the

IOR meets
On Monday morning, 28 April,
at the offices of the Institute for
the Works of Religion, the Super-
visory Commission of Cardinals
met in order to draw up
guidelines for their action. Fur-
thermore, it was decided that the
Supervisory Commission will ini-
tially meet three times a year, not-
withstanding special circum-
stances necessitating other meet-
ings.
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At the General Audience Pope Francis resumes his reflection on the gifts of the Holy Spirit

To see beyond
Understanding is the gift of the Holy
Spirit that allows us to recognize the
Lord who walks with us and enables
us to understand reality “with the
mind of God”. Having begun a new
series of catecheses on the gifts of the
Holy Spirit at the 9 April Wednesday
General Audience in St Peter’s Square,
with a reflection on the gift of wisdom,
Pope Francis dedicated his catechesis
on 30 April, to the second gift of the
Holy Spirit, i.e. understanding. The
following is a translation of the Pope’s
catechesis which was delivered in
Italian.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning.
After having considered wisdom as
the first of the seven gifts of the
Holy Spirit, today I would like to
focus on the second gift, that is, un-
d e rs t a n d i n g. We are not dealing here
with human understanding, with the
intellectual prowess with which we
may be more or less endowed.

they are on their way, the risen Jesus
draws near and begins talking with
them, but their eyes, veiled with sad-
ness and despair, are unable to re-
cognize him. Jesus walks with them,
but they are so sad, in such deep
despair, that they do not recognize
him. When, however, the Lord ex-
plains the Scriptures to them so that
they might understand that he had
to suffer and die in order then to
rise again, their minds are opened and
hope is rekindled in their hearts (cf. Lk
24:13-27). And this is what the Holy
Spirit does with us: he opens our
minds, he opens us to understand
better, to understand better the
things of God, human things, situ-
ations, all things. The gift of under-
standing is important for our Chris-
tian life. Let us ask it of the Lord,
that he may give us, that he may
give us all this gift to understand
the things that happen as he under-
stands them, and to understand,
above all, the Word of God in the
Gospel. Thank you.

SPECIAL GROUPS

I greet all the English-speaking
pilgrims taking part in today’s Audi-

ence, including those from England,
Ireland, Finland, Norway, the Phil-
ippines, Taiwan, Malaysia, Uganda,
South Africa, Canada and the
United States. Upon all of you, and
upon your families, I invoke the joy
and peace of the Risen Lord. God
bless you all!

I extend a special thought to
young people, to the sick and to newly-
weds. Yesterday we celebrated the
liturgical feast of St Catherine of Si-
ena, Patroness of Italy and Europe.
Dear young people, may you learn
from her to live with an upright con-
science of one who does not give in
to human compromise. Dear sick,
may you be inspired by her example
of strength in moments of greater
suffering. And may you, dear newly-
weds, imitate the firmness of faith of
those who trust in God.

The Council of
Cardinals meets

The logo for the Pope’s visit to Korea
Two intertwining flames — one blue and
red — rise from two waves that represent a
boat. This is the logo chosen for Pope
Fr a n c i s ’ visit to Korea in August for Asian
Youth Day. Inspired by the motto of the
Pop e’s visit: “Arise! Shine, for your light
has come, the glory of the Lord has
dawned upon you”, the logo was designed
using the colours of Korea and the inter-
twining flames underline the wish for uni-
fication of the two countries. The waves
are also in the form of knife blades, which
is a sign of the sacrifice of the martyrs of
the Church in Korea, while the blue
stands for God’s mercy, boundless as the
o cean.

The Council of Cardinals met in
the Vatican from 28-30 April for
its fourth meeting with the Holy
Father. The Pontiff participated,
except when he had other audi-
ences of particular importance.
Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro
Parolin was also present at the
meetings.

Over the course of the three
days the Council completed its
revision of the Pontifical Coun-
cils, first in general terms, then
individually. On Monday after-
noon, the Council heard a report
from the President of the Ponti-
fical Commission for Reference
on the Organization of the Eco-
nomic-Administrative Structures
of the Holy See (COSEA), Joseph
F.X. Zahra, regarding to some of
the areas of activity within its re-
mit. On Wednesday morning the
Council met with Cardinal
Lorenzo Baldisseri, who briefed
them on Synod preparations.
They also reviewed the work that
will need to be done before the
next meeting, which is to be held
from 1-4 July. Much work still re-
mains to be done, and it is there-
fore expected to be completed
not this year, but during the next.

The first meeting of the new
Council for the Economy will be
held all day Friday, 2 May in Bo-
logna Hall of the Apostolic
Palace. The Pope will address the
participants, who are scheduled
to discuss the Statutes of the
Council and prepare their work.

The new Commission for the
Protection of Minors began its
first meeting on 1 May at the
Domus Santa Marta and will
conclude 3 May. The Commission
is expected to reflect on the
nature and purpose of work, as
well as how to integrate other
members from around the world.
The Holy Father will also greet
the members of the Commission.

Rather, it is a grace which only the
Holy Spirit can infuse and which
awakens in a Christian the ability to
go beyond the outward appearance
of reality and to probe the depths of
the thoughts of God and his plan of
salvation.

The Apostle Paul, addressing the
community at Corinth, aptly de-
scribes the effects of this gift — that
is, what the gift of understanding
does in us — and Paul says this:

Understanding “is a grace which only
the Holy Spirit can infuse and which
awakens in a Christian the ability... to
probe the depths of the thoughts of
God and his plan of salvation”

“What no eye has seen, nor ear
heard, nor the heart of man con-
ceived, what God has prepared for
those who love him, God has re-
vealed to us through the Spirit” (1
Cor 2:9-10). This of course does not
mean that a Christian can compre-
hend all things and have full know-
ledge of the designs of God: all of
this waits to be revealed in all its
clarity once we stand in the sight of
God and are truly one with Him.
However, as the very word suggests,
understanding allows us to “intus
l e g e re ”, or “to read inwardly”: this
gift enables us to understand things
as God understands them, with the
mind of God. For one can under-
stand a situation with human under-
standing, with prudence, and this is
good. But to understand a situation
in depth, as God understands it, is
the effect of this gift. And Jesus de-
sired to send us the Holy Spirit so

said and accomplished. Jesus himself
told his disciples: I will send you
the Holy Spirit and he will enable
you to understand all that I have
taught you. To understand the
teachings of Jesus, to understand his
Word, to understand the Gospel, to
understand the Word of God. One
can read the Gospel and understand
something, but if we read the Gos-
pel with this gift of the Holy Spirit,
we can understand the depths of
Go d’s words. And this is a great
gift, a great gift for which we all
must ask and ask together: Give us,
Lord, the gift of understanding.

There is an episode in the Gospel
of Luke which aptly expresses the
depths and power of this gift. After
witnessing the death on the Cross
and burial of Jesus, two of his dis-
ciples, disappointed and grief
stricken, leave Jerusalem and return
to their village called Emmaus. As

that we might have this
gift, so that all of us
might understand things
as God understands
them, with the mind of
God. What a beautiful
gift the Lord has given
us. It is the gift with
which the Holy Spirit in-
troduces us into intimacy
with God and makes us sharers in
the plan of love which he has for us.

It is clear then that the gift of un-
derstanding is closely connected to
faith. When the Holy Spirit dwells in
our hearts and enlightens our minds,
he makes us grow day by day in the
understanding of what the Lord has



page 4 L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO Friday, 2 May 2014, number 18

With the King and
Queen of Belgium

With the Prime Minister
of Ukraine

On Saturday morning, 26 April, Pope Francis
received in audience King Albert II and the
Queen Paola of Belgium, and their entourage.

With the President of
the Republic of Poland

On Saturday, 26 April, Pope Francis received in
audience the President of Poland, Bronisław
Komorowski, with his wife and entourage

The audiences of Pope Francis

On Saturday morning, 26 April, the Prime
Minister of Ukraine, H.E. Mr Arseniy Yatseny-
uk, was received in audience by Pope Francis in
the Apostolic Palace. He subsequently met Sec-
retary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin, accom-
panied by the Secretary for Relations with
States, Archbishop Dominique Mamberti.

The cordial discussions, which took place
within the context of good bilateral relations
between the Holy See and Ukraine, focused on
the current situation; the hope was expressed
that all the parties involved will collaborate
constructively to re-establish political and social
stability throughout the country, in accordance
with international law, and to promote under-
standing between peoples in the region. Atten-
tion then turned to the specific role that
Churches and religious organizations, as well as
all believers, are called upon to fulfil in foster-
ing mutual respect and harmony among all
components of society.

Finally, mention was made of possible further
initiatives by the international community in
this regard.

Why David Cameron was right

Cardinal Parolin on 40 years of diplomatic relations

Australia and the Holy See
together for the common good

“The history of the ‘magnificent land of Aus-
tralia’ has been marked by the constant endeav-
our of the Catholic Church to provide healthcare,
education and charitable services”. And “Catholic
Australians have courageously sought to be good
s t e w a rd s ”. With these words Cardinal Pietro Pa-
rolin, Secretary of State, addressed those
gathered late Monday afternoon, 28 April, at the
Vatican for Mass on the occasion of the 40th an-
niversary of diplomatic relations between the
Holy See and Australia and the centenary of the
establishment of the Apostolic Delegation to the
largest nation of Oceania.

In the Church of St Mary Mother of the Fam-
ily, at the Governatorate, the Cardinal presided at
Mass and Cardinal George Pell, Prefect of the

Secretariat for the Economy, concelebrated to-
gether with Bishops Marcelo Sánchez Sorondo,
Chancellor of the Pontifical Academies of Sci-
ences and of Social Sciences; Bishop Peter
Comensoli, Auxiliary and Apostolic Administrat-
or of Sydney; Bishop Forest Puthur, Prefect of St
Thomas the Apostle of the Syro-Malabar in Mel-
bourne; Bishop Antoine Tarabay, Prefect of Saint
Maron of Sydney of the Maronites, and Msgr
Peter Bryan Wells, Assessor of the Secretariat of
State. The Australian Senator Mr John Hogg to-
gether with his wife and the Ambassador to the
Holy See Mr John McCarthy, KCSG were also
p re s e n t .

In his homily, Cardinal Parolin urged everyone
to look to the example of Australia’s first saint,
Mary of the Cross MacKillop. Beatified by Pope
John Paul II on 19 January 1995 in Sydney during
his Apostolic Visit in Oceania, and later canon-
ized on 17 October 2010 in St Peter’s by Benedict
XVI who prayed at her grave during the World
Youth Day on 17 July 2008. Through her witness
— explained the Secretary of State, — Mary
MacKillop stands as the incontrovertible witness
of the role of Australian Catholics. And yet, as
she “knew only too well”, he continued, “the task
is never complete. There is a great deal still to be
done, not only in those fields of traditional col-
laboration, but together facing up to new chal-
lenges, especially fostering the respect of human
rights”. “Encouraged by the road of cooperation
that Australia and the Holy See have already
walked together,” he concluded, “we can look to
the future with confidence, seeking out those
‘new ways of living together in fidelity to the
Gosp el’. We know that treading that path will
oblige us to respond ever more generously with
the gifts given to each of us as persons, and as
communities.”

JUSTIN WELBY

History provides as many un-
comfortable facts as science.
Neither can be ignored if any-
one is going to talk sense. Last
week, the Prime Minister wrote
rather movingly in the C h u rc h
Ti m e s about his sense of this as
a Christian country.

It followed up other com-
ments from Cabinet Ministers
saying similar things, and fin-
ished on Tuesday with a very
measured intervention by the
Attorney General, Dominic
Grieve, whose own Christian
faith is well known.

Judging by the reaction, any-
one would think that the
people concerned had at the
same time suggested the return
of the Inquisition (complete
with comfy chairs for Monty
Python fans), compulsory
church going and universal
tithes. More than 50 leading
atheists wrote to the Te l e g ra p h
in protest.

It’s all quite baffling and at
the same time quite encour-
aging. Christian faith is much
more vulnerable to comfortable

indifference than to hatred and
opposition. It’s also a variation
on the normal “Sword and
Grail discovered” stuff that
seems to be a feature of Easter
week news.

Yet the Prime Minister and
other members of the Govern-
ment have not said anything
very controversial. It is a histor-
ical fact (perhaps unwelcome to
some, but true) that our main
systems of ethics, the way we
do law and justice, the values of
society, how we decide what is
fair, the protection of the poor,
and most of the way we look at
society.... All have been shaped
by and founded on Christianity.
Add to that the foundation of
many hospitals, the system of
universal schooling, the pres-
ence of chaplains in prisons,
and one could go on a long
time. Then there is the literat-
ure, visual art, music and cul-
ture that have formed our un-
derstandings of beauty and
worth since Anglo Saxon days.

It is clear that, in the general
sense of being founded in
Christian faith, this is a Christi-
an country. It is certainly not in

terms of regular churchgoing,
although altogether, across dif-
ferent denominations, some mil-
lions attend church services
each week. Others of different
backgrounds have also posit-
ively shaped our common herit-
age. But the language of what
we are, what we care for and
how we act is earthed in Chris-
tianity, and would remain so for
many years even if the number
of believers dropped out of
sight (which they won’t, in my
opinion).

The atheist protesters are
wrong to argue that expressing
confidence in the country’s
Christian identity fosters aliena-
tion and division in our society.
Indeed, it is significant that
non-Christian faith leaders have
spoken out in support of Mr
Cameron. Mr Murad said: “No
one can deny that Britain re-
mains largely a Christian coun-
try, with deep historical and
structural links with the estab-
lished Church. . . We respect
that.”

So why the fuss? As I say, for
all of us, in the church, of
Christian faith, of any tradition
or set of beliefs, history makes
for some uncomfortable read-
ing. Its facts are awkward for
all of us, but it is no use pre-
tending they do not exist. The
PM is right on this.

The following are excerpts of a statement written by the Archbishop of
Canterbury on his blog, concerning British Prime Minister David
C a m e ro n ’s Easter message — published by our newspaper on 19 April
— and the subsequent controversy it provoked in Great Britain.

“The People’s Pope” by Jiawei Shen, who presented the painting to
the Holy Father on Monday morning, 28 April. The Australian
Ambassador to the Holy See was one of the commissioners of the

painting (photo courtesy of Kitty Beale)
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My conviction grew stronger
This was the pope for the hour at hand

believe but were afraid that becom-
ing believers would mean renoun-
cing too much of their freedom and
the richness of life. Very briefly, I
would like to mention several other
encounters with John Paul II, which
were a gift to me. It must have been
in 1979 that the Holy Father called
me to Rome to communicated to me
that he had the intention of ap-
pointing me Prefect of the Congreg-
ation for Catholic Education. It
startled me as only two years had
passed since my Episcopal Ordina-
tion, which the faithful of my dio-
cese and indeed I myself regarded as
a promise of fidelity that bound me
to my diocese. But there were also
more practical reasons which made
my leaving at that moment seem im-
possible. I had confronted several
thorny problems. The turmoil that
had been unleashed was still in full
play. Leaving amid these troubled
waters would have been, it seemed
to me, an escape, for which I could
not take responsibility. I explained
to the Holy Father why, at that mo-
ment, I could not leave my diocese.

I am still grateful for the great
understanding he showed me and
for having waived the appointment
he had planned. To tell the truth, he
gave me to understand that at an-
other time he would consider me for
an appointment in the Curia. I
could have no objection, because at
that time it was important to me
that I continue my service in Mu-
nich.

JOSEPH RAT Z I N G E R

My first meeting with Cardinal Wo-
jtyła of Krakow — the future Pope
John Paul II — was indirect. A friend
of mine, the philosopher Josef
Pieper of Münster, had attended an
international philosophical confer-
ence in Naples and he told me that
the real event of those days had
been the presentation given by the
Archbishop of Krakow: there he had
finally encountered anew a true
philosopher who, with fresh energy
and brilliant intuition, was framing
the essential questions in a new way,
not entangled in academic theories
but rather imbued with a passion for
knowledge and by the desire for the
truth. One ought to remember this
name. I remembered it, but at that
time I could not find any of Wo-
jtyła’s works in any language I knew.

The real first meeting took place
at the Conclave following the death
of Pope Paul VI. The Cardinal of
Krakow greeted me with great
warmth and kindness; he had read
my book Introduction to Christianity,
and so I was not wholly unknown to
him. Before the Conclave there was
a daily meeting among the cardinals
who were already present in Rome,
at which — without any particular
agenda — one could express one’s
own ideas concerning the problems
emerging in the Church and in the
world. It was an excellent opportun-
ity to become acquainted with one
another and, at the same time, to
gather ideas from the most diverse
perspectives on the tasks that the fu-
ture Pontiff would have to face.

Of course we could not draw up a
programme for the new pontificate,
but the new Pope — whoever he
would be — in this way came to
know firsthand what expectations
were being nourished in his regard,
and what hopes and risks were in
the air. The Archbishop of Krakow
gave a deep and convincing analysis
of the challenges which Marxism, in
various ways, represented for the
Church in the free world, as well as
for the local Churches that were
forced to live under the Communist
regime. That same year, to my regret
I was unable to take the opportunity
to become better acquainted with
the Polish Cardinals who had come
on a visit to Germany, and who
therefore naturally made a stop in
Munich.

The Archdiocese of Munich and
Freising was twinned with the Cath-
olic Church in Ecuador, which on
the very days of the visit of the Pol-
ish Cardinals, was celebrating a na-
tional Marian Congress to which
Pope John Paul I, at the request of
the Bishops of Ecuador, had sent me
as his Special Envoy. I was so very
sorry not to be able to be present in
Munich on such an important occa-
sion, but I could not decline this as-
signment.

It was during my stay in the cap-
ital of Quito that I received the ter-
rible news of the death of the good
Pope. Bishops and laity had entrus-
ted various messages to me to take
to him, which now, in a Rome
darkened by the oppressive Sirocco
storms [summer wind from the

south], I could only lay at the feet
of the deceased Pope.

The idea that, for the first time,
an Archbishop of Krakow might be-
come Pope was already in the air at
the first Conclave of 1978, but the
leap that this decision required
seemed at that time still too great.

The unexpected death of John
Paul I certainly strengthened the
feeling that a courageous step to-
ward something new was now
needed. A Pope from the Eastern
bloc, a Pope for whom “true social-
ism” had been not a theory but a
reality that was lived and suffered
on a daily basis — this thought, after
the upheavals of 1968 and their
Marxist enthusiasm which had only
gradually calmed down, was to be
taken seriously. And if there was one
man who as a philosopher had
deeply explored the comparison
between Christianity and Marxism,
who had as a pastor endured it and
as a believer overcome it by praying
and placing it before God — was
this not perhaps a necessary choice
for both East and West, and what
the present time needed? I noticed
how this man prayed, how he met
others in an open way free of preju-
dice, us Germans, too; and thus my
conviction grew stronger that he was
the Pope for the hour at hand. I
thought about our critics of the
Church, here in Germany, who were
prepared to find anything negative

The promulgation of the new Code of Canon Law with
Cardinal Ratzinger (25 January 1983)

Cardinal Ratzinger congratulates the newly-elected Pope, John Paul II (16 October 1978)

in the new Pope and, I must
admit, I secretly relished the
thought that, with this elec-
tion, they would be left
speechless and for the first
time be forced to take a
breath before finding new ar-
guments for their deep aver-
sion. Or, would they perhaps
fail to reflect seriously and
listen?

The day he took up min-
istry was unforgettable, the
solemn liturgy in St Peter’s
Square, during which John
Paul II found words that cap-
tivated people’s attention.
Particularly unforgettable was
his dramatic appeal to Christi-
ans in the world, but also to
all hesitant, searching, con-
fused people — to the many
who might have felt ready to

Who helps
us to live?
In 2004 Cardinal Ratzinger
described his early interactions
with John Paul II. It was
originally published in a
collection edited by Władysław
Bartoszewski and then
reprinted in Joseph Ratzinger:
Wer hilft uns leben? (2005). The
integral Italian translation was
published in L’O s s e r v a t o re
Romano’s special edition
dedicated to Roncalli and
Wo j t y ła on the occasion of
their canonization. Published
here are translated excerpts of
the special edition’s text.

CONTINUED ON PA G E 6

The following year brought an-
other meeting: the Pope appointed
me as a Relator for the upcoming
Synod of Bishops on the theme of
the family. For me it was an exciting
event. It was a matter of reading in-
numerable responses from Episcopal
Conferences and of integrating them
into one single re l a t i o . Synod pro-
cedures then were not yet as defined
as they have since become; there was
much more room for improvisation.
The best solution and the form of
collaboration needed had to be
found on a case by case basis. This
not only offered a good many occa-
sions to become acquainted with
bishops of the universal Church who
were gathered there, but it also espe-
cially offered the possibility of meet-
ing the Pope, who with humour and
lenience overlooked the little mis-
haps that arose as I carried out my
assignment. In the course of those
weeks the mutual relationship had
become even more cordial and dir-
ect.

Again a year later, around Febru-
ary 1981, the Pope gave me to un-
derstand that he intended to appoint
me to succeed Cardinal Šeper as
Prefect of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith. In the mean-
time, Cardinal Šeper had reached
his 76th year, but it was not known
when he would leave his post. Even
though I would have liked to con-
tinue my work in Munich for a few
more years in order to resolve step
by step, as much as possible, the in-
surgent problems, I didn’t dare say
‘no’ another time; however, I placed
a condition on my ‘yes’, which per-
haps would have saved me from go-
ing to Rome. I told him that, in
view of my academic career, I
deemed it necessary, apart from the
official responsibility, to be able to
and need to continue publishing
personally as a theologian: but that
I had my doubts as to whether this
was compatible with the necessary
objectivity of the office. The Pope
did not want to decide immediately
on the matter, but he promised me
that he would seek consultation and
then communicate his decision to
me. However, on 13 May something
terrible happened: I had been at a
meeting with priests from the region
of Rosenheim in the city of Inn and
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Pope Francis writes to a newspaper in Bergamo for John XXIII’s canonization

From holy ground
Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli’s sanctity sprouted in “a land of profound faith lived
daily, of families poor but united in love for the Lord, of communities able to
share in simplicity”. Pope Francis wrote this in a letter published Friday, 25
April, in the newspaper “L’Eco di Bergamo” to honour John XXIII. The following
is a translation of the Holy Father’s message which was written in Italian.

Roncalli (in the centre) with a group of priests in a photo taken in Bergamo in 1920

Dear Friends of Bergamo,
As the day of the canonization of
Blessed John XXIII approaches, I felt
the desire to send this greeting to
your bishop, Francesco, to the
priests, men and women religious
and the faithful of the Diocese of
Bergamo, and also to those who do
not belong to the Church and to
the whole civic community of Ber-
gamo.

I know how much you love Pope
John, and how much he loved his
land. From the day of his election to
the Pontificate, the name of Berga-
mo and of Sotto il Monte became

well-known all over the world and,
still today, 50 years later, they are as-
sociated with his smiling face and
his fatherly tenderness.

I invite you to thank the Lord for
the great gift which his holiness was
for the universal Church, and I en-
courage you to preserve the memory
of the land in which it grew: a land
of profound faith lived daily, of
families poor but united in love for
the Lord, of communities able to
share in simplicity.

Since then, the world has cer-
tainly changed and there are also
new challenges to the mission of the

Christian community. However that
heritage can still inspire a Church
called to live today the sweet and
comforting joy of evangelizing, to
be a companion on the path of
every person, the “fountain of the
village” to which all can draw the
fresh water of the Gospel. The re-
newal called for by the Second Ecu-
menical Vatican Council opened the
way and it is a special joy that the
canonization of Pope Roncalli takes
place together with that of Blessed
John Paul II, who carried this re-
newal forward during his long pon-
tificate.

I am sure that even civic society
will be able always to find inspira-
tion from the life of the Bergamas-
can Pope and from the atmosphere
he created, searching for new ways
and ones suitable to the times in or-
der to establish a coexistence based
on the everlasting values of brother-
hood and of solidarity.

Dear brothers and sisters, I en-
trust my message to L’Eco di Berga-
mo, of which the young priest Don
Angelo Roncalli was a respected
collaborator. Then when the min-
istry took him far away, he contin-
ued to receive L’Eco — the voice and
sign of his land. I ask you to pray
for me and I assure you of my
thoughts and prayers, especially for
the suffering and the sick — re c a l l -
ing the city hospital which you
wished to dedicate to Pope John —
and for the diocesan seminary,
which was so dear to his heart. And
to all of you, before the Easter cel-
ebrations, I send my Apostolic
B l e s s i n g.

Remembering John Paul II in a videomessage for Poland

A heart wide open
It was there in his homeland that
Karol Wojtyła “formed his heart, a
heart that then swelled to universal
dimensions”. Pope Francis said this in
a videomessage broadcast Thursday
evening, 24 April, on Polish national
television and radio in view of the
canonization of John Paul II.

Dear Fellow Countrymen of
Blessed John Paul II!
The moment is near for the canoniz-
ation of that great man and great
pope, known to history by the name
of John Paul II. I am happy to have
been called to proclaim his saint-
hood, this Divine Mercy Sunday, at
the close of the Easter Octave. I am
grateful to John Paul II, as are all
members of the People of God, for
his inexhaustible service, for his spir-
itual leadership, for having intro-
duced the Church to the third mil-
lennium of the faith and for his ex-
traordinary witness of holiness.

Pope Benedict XVI rightly ob-
served, three years ago, on the day
of the beatification of his Prede-
cessor, that what John Paul II asked
of everyone, that is, not to be afraid
and to open wide the doors to
Christ, he was himself the first to
do: “society, culture, political and

economic systems he opened up to
Christ, turning back with the
strength of a titan — a strength
which came to him from God — a
tide which appeared irreversible. By
his witness of faith, love and
apostolic courage, accompanied by
great human charisma, this exem-
plary son of Poland helped believers
throughout the world not to be
afraid to be called Christian, to be-
long to the Church, to speak of the
Gospel. In a word: he helped us not
to fear the truth, because truth is the
guarantee of liberty” (H o m i l y, 1 May
2011). I fully identify with Pope Be-
nedict XVI’s words.

We all know that, before travel-
ling the roads of the world, Karol
Wo j t y ła grew in service to Christ
and to the Church in his homeland,
Poland. It was there his heart was
formed, a heart that then swelled to
universal dimensions, firstly by par-
ticipating in the Second Vatican
Council, and above all after 16 Oc-
tober 1978, for in him all nations,
languages and cultures were given a
place. John Paul II was everything
for all people.

I thank the Polish people and the
Church in Poland for the gift of
John Paul II. We have all been en-

riched by this gift. John Paul II con-
tinues to inspire us. He inspires us
by his words, his writings, his ac-
tions, his style of serving. He in-
spires us by the suffering he en-
dured with heroic hope. He inspires
us by his total self-entrustment to
Christ, the Redeemer of man, and to
the Mother of God.

During the recent visit ad Limina
Apostolorum of Polish Bishops, I un-
derlined that the Church in Poland
continues to have great potential in
faith, prayer, charity and Christian
practice. I also focused on the pas-
toral challenges facing the family,
the youth, the poor and vocations to
the priesthood and consecrated life.
I hope that the canonization of John
Paul II, and that of John XXIII as
well, may give new impulse to the
daily and persevering work of the

Church in your homeland. I rejoice
in the fact that, God willing, in two
year's time I shall for the first time
visit your country for World Youth
D ay.

I invite all of you to profoundly
live the canonizations of Blessed
John Paul II and Blessed John XXIII.
Some of you will be coming to
Rome, but thanks to mass media,
many more will be able to particip-
ate in this great event. Thus, I
would like as of today to thank all
the journalists of newspapers, radio
and television for their service to the
canonization this Sunday.

I greet all the fellow countrymen
of John Paul II, as well as those who
do not belong to the Catholic
Church. I carry all of you in my
heart. May God bless you all!

The Pope at hand

I was returning home content that
all had gone well. At the entrance
to the Munich Chancery I saw
journalists with television cameras
and microphones; I could not
imagine what had happened.
When I got out of the car, I
learned that the Pope had been
gravely wounded in an assassina-
tion attempt in St Peter’s Square
and was at the Gemelli Clinic in
Rome undergoing a risky opera-
tion, the outcome of which was
uncertain. I was stunned by the
terrible news. It could not be that
this great Pope — truly the man of
this hour, given to us by God —
was being taken from us at the
very moment in which he, with all
the strength of faith and experi-
ence, had just begun to open the
way once again for the Church,
for Christianity, indeed, for hu-
manity, the way to God and,
hence, to the dignity of man.

We needed him, it was that
simple: the powers of darkness
could not be strong enough to
take him from us. We all prayed a
great deal in those weeks; in all
who experienced those days there
is a great sense of gratitude for the
almost miraculous recovery of the
Pope who continued on giving so
much to us, to the Church, and to
humanity. In the Autumn of 1981
— still visibly marked by suffering
— he called me to Castel Gandolfo
for a meeting; and, in 1982, began
my long collaboration with Pope
John Paul II, in which I increas-
ingly learned to venerate this great
man of faith.

CONTINUED FROM PA G E 5
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Roncalli

Wo j t y ła

in 1892, where he remained for
studies in classics and theology un-
til his second year of theology.

As a 14-year-old boy, he began
drawing up the spiritual notes
which he would keep in various
ways until his death, and would
later be collected in the Journal of a
Soul. It was there that he began the
practice of regular spiritual direc-
tion. On 1 March 1896, the spiritual
director of the Seminary of Berga-
mo, Fr Luigi lsacchi, enrolled him
in the Secular Franciscan Order,
whose Rule he professed on 23 May
1 8 9 7.

From 1901 to 1905 he studied at
the Pontifical Roman Seminary,
where he benefited from a scholar-
ship of the Diocese of Bergamo for
qualified seminarians. In the mean-
time he completed a year of military
service. He was ordained a priest in
Rome on 10 August 1904 in the
Church of Santa Maria in Monte
Santo in Piazza del Popolo. In
1905, he was named secretary to the
new Bishop of Bergamo, Giacomo
Maria Radini Tedeschi.

He served as secretary until 1914,
accompanying the Bishop on his
pastoral visits and taking part in his
numerous pastoral initiatives, in-
cluding a Synod, the editorship of
the monthly journal La Vita Dioces-
ana. pilgrimages and various social
works. In 1910, when the statutes of
Catholic Action were revised, the
Bishop entrusted him with the pas-
toral care of Catholic women. He
wrote for Bergamo’s daily Catholic
newspaper, and he was a diligent,
profound and effective preacher.

These were the years of his pro-
found contact with sainted Bishops:
St Charles Borromeo (whose At t i
della Visita Apostolica, completed in
Bergamo in 1575, he would later
publish), St Francis de Sales and
Bl. Gregorio Barbarigo. They were
also years of great pastoral activity
at the side of Bishop Radini Tedes-
chi. When the latter died in 1914, Fr
Roncalli continued his priestly min-
istry as a seminary professor and a
spiritual assistant to various ecclesi-
astical associations.

When Italy entered the war in
1915, he was called to military ser-
vice as a sergeant medic. A year
later, he became a military chaplain
serving military hospitals behind
the lines, and coordinated the spir-
itual and moral care of soldiers. At
the end of the war he opened a
“Home for Students” and served as
a chaplain for students.

In 1921 he began his service to
the Holy See. Called to Rome by
Pope Benedict XV to be the Presid-

ent for Italy of the central council
of the Society for the Propagation
of the Faith, he visited many Italian
dioceses and organized missionary
circles. In 1925 Pope Pius XI named
him Apostolic Visitor to Bulgaria,
elevating him to the episcopal dig-
nity with the titular see of Areopol-
is. He chose as his episcopal motto
Obtedientia et Pax, which served as
the programme of his life.

Ordained a bishop in Rome on
19 March 1925, he arrived in Sophia
on 25 April. Subsequently named
the first Apostolic Delegate to Bul-
garia, Archbishop Roncalli re-
mained there until 1934, visiting the
Catholic communities and fostering
respectful relations with other
Christian communities. He was
present and offered ready charitable
assistance during the earthquake of
1928. He quietly endured misunder-
standings and the difficulties of a
ministry marked by halting pro-

K arol Wojtyła was born in Wad-
owice, Poland, on 18 May 1920.

He was the third of three children
born to Karol Wojtyła and Emilia
Kaczorowska. After completing
high school in Wadowice, he en-
rolled in the Jagellonian University
of Krakow in 1938. When the oc-
cupying Nazi forces closed the Uni-
versity in 1939, Karol worked in a
quarry and then in the Solvay
chemical factory to earn a living
and to avoid deportation to Ger-
m a n y.

Feeling called to the priesthood,
he began his studies in 1942 in the
clandestine major seminary of
Krakow, directed by Archbishop
Adam Stefan Sapieha. After the
war, Karol continued his studies in
the major seminary, newly re-
opened, and in the school of theo-
logy at the Jagellonian University,
until his priestly ordination in
Krakow on 1 November 1946. Fr
Wo j t y ła was then sent by Cardinal
Sapieha to Rome, where he attained
a doctorate in theology. He wrote
his dissertation on faith as under-
stood in the works of St John of
the Cross.

In 1948, Fr Wojtyła returned to
Poland and was appointed a curate
in the parish church of Niegowić,
near Krakow, and later at St Florian
in the city. He was a university
chaplain until 1951, when he again
undertook studies in philosophy
and theology. In 1953, Fr Wojtyła
presented a dissertation at the Ja-
gellonian University of Krakow on
the possibility of grounding a
Christian ethic on the ethical sys-
tem developed by Max Scheler.

Later he became professor of moral
theology and ethics in the major
seminary of Krakow and in the
theology faculty of Lublin.

On 4 July 1958, Pope Pius XII
appointed Fr Wojtyła Auxiliary
Bishop of Krakow, with the titular
see of Ombi. He was ordained in
Wawel Cathedral in Krakow on 28
September 1958. Then on 13 Janu-
ary 1964, Pope Paul VI app ointed
Bishop Wojtyła as Archbishop of
Krakow and subsequently, on 26
June 1967, created him a cardinal.

Bishop Wojtyła took part in the
Second Vatican Council (1962-1965)
and made a significant contribution
to the drafting of the Constitution
Gaudium et Spes. He also took part
in the five assemblies of the Synod
of Bishops prior to the start of his
Pontificate.

On 16 October 1978, Cardinal
Wo j t y ła was elected Pope and on
22 October he began his ministry as
universal Pastor of the Church.
Pope John Paul II made 146 pastor-
al visits in Italy and he visited 317
of the current 322 Roman parishes.
His international apostolic journeys
numbered 104 and were expressions
of the constant pastoral solicitude
of the Successor of Peter for all the
C h u rc h e s .

His principal documents include
14 Encyclicals, 15 Apostolic Ex-
hortations, 11 Apostolic Constitu-
tions and 45 Apostolic Letters. He
also wrote five books.

Pope John Paul II celebrated 147
beatifications, during which he pro-
claimed 1,338 blesseds, and 51 can-
onizations, for a total of 482 saints.
He called 9 consistories, in which
he created 231 Cardinals (plus one
in pectore). He also presided at 6
plenary meetings of the College of
C a rd i n a l s .

From 1978, Pope John Paul II
convoked 15 assemblies of the Syn-
od of Bishops: 6 ordinary general
sessions, 1 extraordinary general ses-
sion and 8 special sessions.

On 3 May 1981, an attempt was
made on his life in St Peter’s
Square. Saved by the maternal
hand of the Mother of God, follow-

A ngelo Giuseppe Ron-
calli was born in

Sotto il Monte, on 25
November 1881. Under
the guidance of an out-
standing parish priest, Fr
Francesco Rebuzzini, he
received a profound eccle-
siastical formation which
would sustain him in dif-
ficulty and inspire him in
the works of the
apostolate. He entered
the Seminary of Bergamo

Dina Bellotti, “John Paul II” (1996)

Giacomo Manzù
“Papa Giovanni con camauro”

(1960)
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Saturday night celebrations

Rome prepares for the canonization

Prayer vigils, churches open all
night, pilgrimages, extraordinary
celebrations, conferences, exhibi-
tions. These are the many events
which were held in Rome sur-
rounding the Mass of Canoniza-
tion of John XXIII and John Paul
II. Many pilgrims came from Po-
land: a group crossed Austria and
Slovenia some walking others bik-
ing in order to arrive in Rome.
“We are going to St Peter’s to
pray together with the Pope and
with the others”, they said before
they left on 22 February. They ar-
rived in Rome on Friday, 25 April.
Also on Friday 600 young people
arrived from 16 dioceses in Spain.
During their 20-hour trip across
the sea, they spent time in spiritu-
al preparation.

On Friday afternoon, the
young people of the Diocese of
Rome, as well as other dioceses in

Italy, took part in a youth meet-
ing in the chapel of St Thomas
Aquinas at Tor Vergata University
on the theme: “New humanity of
John Paul II”. The event was
opened by Bishop Eduardo María
Taussig of San Rafael, Argentina.
A prayer vigil followed at which
Auxiliary of Rome, Bishop
Lorenzo Leuzzi, presided.

Many churches in the heart of
Rome were open all night, as part
of a prayer vigil sponsored by the
Vicariate of Rome. Many priests
were available for confession in
various languages. Also, at the
Church of St Ignatius, Cardinal
André Vingt-Trois, Archbishop of
Paris, presided at a mass in which
Parisians living in the Eternal City
participated. Eighteen giant
screens were set up throughout
the city, so that the faithful could
follow the Mass.
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Pope Francis canonizes John XXIII and John Paul II

Saints of mercy

A programmatic
canonization

The canonization of Angelo Giu-
seppe Roncalli and of Karol Wojtyła
was an unprecedented event of great
interest to very many people, not
only Catholics, and it will certainly
go down in history. Indeed, never
before has a Bishop of Rome simul-
taneously proclaimed the sainthood
of two of his Predecessors, both very
popular figures and close together in
time: only nine years have passed
since the death of Pope John Paul II
and 50 since that of John XXIII.
There was an additional exceptional
circumstance: Francis invited Bene-
dict XVI to the dignified, solemn
liturgy, who attended it with natural
simplicity. He was visibly surroun-
ded with warmth and gratitude and
was tenderly embraced by his Suc-
c e s s o r.

Thus, on the eve of the celebra-
tion, the announcement of “the day
of four Popes” had already been cir-
culated by the media. The phrase is
undoubtedly a concise and effective
summary, but it does not convey the
essential: the understanding and the
interpretation of the holiness of two
figures who are now formally vener-
ated in the Church and who will
therefore now be more widely recog-
nized beyond her visible borders. In
fact, the Christian exemplarity of
these two priests, bishops and Popes
— their Successor summed up their
lives in this way — was truly under-
stood in its deepest core by the sen-
timent of the faithful, quite apart
from the unquestionably exceptional
resonance of the event that, never-
theless, challenges all.

Of course, the authentic sense of
every formal proclamation of holi-
ness always rests upon the exem-
plary life of the witnesses of Christ,
but the canonization of figures so
well known and loved as these two
may seem programmatic today.
Their successor Francis expressed
this in a meditation on the Bible
Readings whose stark essentiality
was remarkable. Like the Apostle
Thomas, “that man, [who was] so
s t r a i g h t f o r w a rd ”, the two new Saints
who intercede for the Church and
for the world knew how to recognize
in the wounds of Christ — the Pope
said — “the enduring sign of God’s
love for us”. And they were cour-
ageous men who bore witness to the
goodness and mercy of God.

Roncalli and Wojtyła, symbolic
figures united by the Council, lived
as Christians through the modern
age and the tragedies of a terrible
time: the senseless carnage of the
World Wars, the impious inhuman-
ity of Nazi and Communist totalit-
arianism, the terrible darkness of the
Shoah, up to the various forms of
fundamentalism and the globaliza-
tion of practical materialism in the
early years of the new century. That
is why today these two men, in
whom faith in God shone forth,
have been recognized as Saints. In
John XXIII’s openness to the Spirit,
in John Paul II’s service to the fam-
ily as the irreplaceable heart of hu-
manity, according to the essential
vision with which Francis summar-
ized the legacies these two Popes
have left us.

G.M.V.

“Two men of courage” who “bore witness
before the Church and the world to God’s
goodness and mercy”. This was how Pope
Francis described John XXIII and John
Paul II as he presided at the Mass for
their Canonization in St Peter’s Square
on Divine Mercy Sunday, 27 April. The
following is the English text of the Pope’s
homily, which was delivered in Italian.

At the heart of this Sunday, which con-
cludes the Octave of Easter and which
St John Paul II wished to dedicate to
Divine Mercy, are the glorious wounds of
the risen Jesus.

He had already shown those wounds
when he first appeared to the Apostles
on the very evening of that day follow-
ing the Sabbath, the day of the resur-
rection. But, as we have heard, Th o m a s
was not there that evening, and when
the others told him that they had seen
the Lord, he replied that unless he
himself saw and touched those wounds,
he would not believe. A week later, Je-
sus appeared once more to the disciples

gathered in the Upper Room. Thomas
was also present; Jesus turned to him
and told him to touch his wounds.
Whereupon that man, so straightfor-
ward and accustomed to testing
everything personally, knelt before Je-
sus with the words: “My Lord and my
Go d!” (Jn 20:28).

The wounds of Jesus are a scandal, a
stumbling block for faith, yet they are
also the test of faith. That is why on the
body of the risen Christ the wounds
never pass away: they remain, for those
wounds are the enduring sign of God’s
love for us. They are essential for believ-
ing in God. Not for believing that God
exists, but for believing that God is
love, mercy and faithfulness. St Peter,
quoting Isaiah, writes to Christians:
“by his wounds you have been healed”
(1 Pet 2:24, cf. Is 53:5).

St John XXIII and St John Paul II
were not afraid to look upon the wounds
of Jesus, to touch his torn hands and his
pierced side. They were not ashamed of
the flesh of Christ, they were not scan-

Christ and bore witness to his mercy,
there dwelt a living hope and an indes-
cribable and glorious joy (1 Pet 1:3,8).
The hope and the joy which the risen
Christ bestows on his disciples, the
hope and the joy which nothing and
no one can take from them. The hope
and joy of Easter, forged in the crucible
of self-denial, self-emptying, utter iden-
tification with sinners, even to the
point of disgust at the bitterness of
that chalice. Such were the hope and
the joy which these two holy popes had
received as a gift from the risen Lord
and which they in turn bestowed in
abundance upon the People of God,
meriting our eternal gratitude.

This hope and this joy were palpable
in the earliest community of believers, in
Jerusalem, as we have heard in the Acts
of the Apostles (cf. 2:42-47). It was a
community which lived the heart of the
Gospel, love and mercy, in simplicity
and fraternity.

This is also the image of the Church
which the Second Vatican Council set
before us. John XXIII and John Paul II
cooperated with the Holy Spirit in re -
newing and updating the Church in keep-
ing with her pristine features, those fea-
tures which the saints have given her
throughout the centuries. Let us not
forget that it is the saints who give dir-
ection and growth to the Church. In
convening the Council, St John XXIII
showed an exquisite openness to the
Holy Spirit. He let himself be led and
he was for the Church a pastor, a ser-
vant-leader, guided by the Holy Spirit.
This was his great service to the
Church; for this reason I like to think
of him as the the pope of openness to the
Holy Spirit.

In his own service to the People of
God, St John Paul II was the pope of the
f a m i l y. He himself once said that he
wanted to be remembered as the pope
of the family. I am particularly happy
to point this out as we are in the pro-
cess of journeying with families towards
the Synod on the family. It is surely a
journey which, from his place in heav-
en, he guides and sustains.

May these two new saints and shep-
herds of God’s people intercede for the
Church, so that during this two-year
journey toward the Synod she may be
open to the Holy Spirit in pastoral ser-
vice to the family. May both of them
teach us not to be scandalized by the
wounds of Christ and to enter ever
more deeply into the mystery of divine
mercy, which always hopes and always
forgives, because it always loves.

An event that belongs to us all

Thanksgiving before the Regina Caeli

A celebration of faith

This past Sunday will go down in his-
tory as “the day of four Popes”: the
Canonization of John XXIII and of
John Paul II presided by Pope Francis
and concelebrated by Benedict XVI.
More than two million people tuned
in to watch the celebrations in the
Square. Surely everyone saw the affec-
tionate embrace between Jorge Mario
Bergoglio and Joseph Ratzinger — b e-
fore and after the celebration.
However few heard Pope Francis’
“thank yous” to Benedict XVI at the
end of the dignified and solemn celeb-
ration; it was a “thank you” whisp ered
between two brothers.

Various delegations were present at
the celebration, including one from
Italy, led by President Giorgio Napol-
itano, and one from Poland, led by
President Bronisław Komorowski. In
total 22 countries were represented in-
cluding, royals, heads of state and of
government, prime ministers and other
diplomats. Also sitting in the reserved
section were representatives of other

with States; Msgr Peter Bryan Wells,
Assessor; Msgr Antoine Camilleri, Un-
dersecretary for Relations with States;
and Msgr José Avelino Bettencourt,
Head of Protocol.

The Mass was celebrated according
to traditional canons, in a simple and

intense atmosphere. The initial proces-
sion of 850 concelebrating priests was
a spectacular sight: 150 cardinals in-
cluding Dean Angelo Sodano, Secret-
ary of State Pietro Parolin and Arch-
bishop of Krakow, Stanisław D ziwisz,
who served as Pope Wojtyła’s personal

dalized by him, by his cross;
they did not despise the flesh
of their brother (cf. Is 58:7),
because they saw Jesus in
every person who suffers and
struggles. These were two men
of courage, filled with the
parrhesia of the Holy Spirit,
and they bore witness before
the Church and the world to
Go d’s goodness and mercy.

They were priests, and bish-
ops and popes of the 20th cen-
tury. They lived through the
tragic events of that century,
but they were not over-
whelmed by them. For them,
God was more powerful; faith
was more powerful — faith in
Jesus Christ the Redeemer of
man and the Lord of history;
the mercy of God, shown by
those five wounds, was more
powerful; and more powerful
too was the closeness of Mary
our Mother.

In these two men, who
looked upon the wounds of

religions, Churches and
Christian confessions.
Present also were presid-
ents of various interna-
tional organizations and
members of the Diplo-
matic Corps accredited
to the Holy See. Upon
their arrival the guests
were welcomed by the
Prefect of the Pontifical
Household, Archbishop
Georg Gänswein. Seated
next to them were Arch-
bishop Angelo Becciu,
Substitute of the Secret-
ary of State; Archbishop
Dominique Mamberti,
Secretary for Relations

CONTINUED ON PA G E 10

secretary; and 700 arch-
bishops and bishops, in-
cluding Bishop Francesco
Beschi of Bergamo.

Everyone watched on
the giant screens which
had been set up in sever-
al places in St Peter’s
Square, as well as other
points in Rome. As Be-
nedict XVI arrived at the
altar just before the pro-
cession, he was greeted
with a warm and drawn
out applause and sat in
the first seat next to the
concelebrating cardinals
— just to the right of the
altar. Many stood to
greet him, including
President Napolitano

and his wife Clio. After the proces-
sion before taking their seats, each
concelebrant greeted him. Pope
Francis also embraced his Prede-
cessor, once he had kissed and
blessed the altar.

At this “feast of faith”  — as he
himself called the celebration —
Pope Francis used the pastoral staff
that Lello Scorzelli had carved for
Pope Paul VI. That same crosier ac-
companied John Paul II during his
travels around the world — except
for when a lighter copy was made to
suit the Pope’s declining physical
conditions — and Pope Francis used
the staff on 19 March 2013 at the
Mass for the inauguration of his
Pontificate.

The moment when both Popes
were canonized was particularly in-
tense. Cardinal Angelo Amato, Pre-
fect of the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints, was accompanied
to the lectern by the Postulators Fr
Gianni Califano and Msgr Sławomir
Oder. The Cardinal asked Pope
Francis, according to the ritual form,
to proclaim John XXIII and John
Paul II as saints. The Pope’s reading
of the formula of canonization
proved to be the moment the hun-
dreds of thousands of faithful — who
had traveled great distances and
hadn’t slept the night — were wait-
ing for. When Pope Francis finished
the crowd erupted into applause
with great enthusiasm.

Enthusiasm which then was trans-

At the end of the Eucharistic Celebration
the Pontiff led the Regina Caeli. The
following is a translation of his words
before the Marian Prayer.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Before concluding this celebration of
faith, I wish to greet and thank all of
you!

I thank my brother cardinals and the
many bishops and priests from every
part of the world.

My appreciation goes to the official
delegations from many countries, who
have come to pay tribute to two
pontiffs who contributed in an in-

delible way to the cause of human de-
velopment and peace. A special thank
you goes to the Italian authorities for
their precious collaboration.

With great affection, I greet the pil-
grims from the dioceses of Bergamo
and Krakow! Dear ones, honour the
memory of these two holy Popes by
following their teachings faithfully.

I am grateful to all those who, with
great generosity, prepared these memor-
able days: the Diocese of Rome with
Cardinal Vallini, the City of Rome with
its Mayor Ignazio Marino, the law en-
forcement officers and various organiz-

ations, the associations and the numer-
ous volunteers. Thanks to all!

I extend my greetings to all the pil-
grims — here in St Peter’s Square, in
the adjacent streets and in other places
in Rome — as well as to those who are
united to us through radio and televi-
sion; and thank you to the media dir-
ectors and personnel, who have given
many people the possibility to particip-
ate. For the sick and the aged, to
whom the new saints were particularly
close, I add a special greeting.

And now, we turn in prayer to the
Virgin Mary, whom St John XXIII and
St John Paul II loved as her true sons.
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On Monday in St Peter’s Square and at San Carlo al Corso

Masses of thanksgiving
John Paul II was ever obedi-
ent “to the Gospel of Jesus,
and for this, he was loved”.
Cardinal Angelo Comastri,
Archpriest of the Vatican Ba-
silica, recalled this with emo-
tion on Monday morning,
28 April, at the Mass of
Thanksgiving for the new
Polish Saint. Thousands of
faithful, many from Poland,
filled St Peter’s Square for
the Mass at which the Car-
dinal presided. In his homily
the Archpriest recalled the
great moments of the Ponti-
ficate of Karol Wojtyła. He
began by pointing out vari-

from Bergamo saints. “Let us
bless the Lord”, he said, “for the
gift of the sainthood of Pope
John XXIII and Pope John Paul
II. The announcement of this
gift before the Church and the
whole world nourishes the hope
which comes from the Gospel
and from those who witness
him”. At the same time, he ad-
ded, this announcement “u rg e s
us to search — passionately and
with profound joy — and to wel-
come the sowing of the Gospel
which happens by way of its
witnesses and by nurturing what
has been sown in each of our
lives, in the specific vocation
and mission and in the life of all
our communities”.

formed into prayer when the relics
of the two saints, a piece of Pope
Roncalli’s skin and a few drops of
Pope Wojtyła’s blood, were pro-
cessed to the altar. The first
reliquary was brought up by his
great grandchildren, Letizia,
Beltramino, Maria and Flaviano, as
well as Fr Ezio Bolis and Eugenio
Bolognini. The Polish Pope’s
reliquary was brought up by
Floribeth Mora Diaz, the woman
from Costa Rica who was miracu-
lously healed, and her husband Ed-
win, as well as Julia Lupinska, An-
drea Maria Moubarak, Giusepp e
Tetto, Veronica de Andreis and by
Julia Desilets. Pope Francis kissed
the relics and placed them on the
altar. The Gloria was sung and the
Gospel was read in Latin and
G re e k .

Communion followed, which was
accompanied by 300 choir mem-
bers, as well as the Sistine Chapel
Choir. Before the Salve Regina,
Pope Francis stopped to pray in

front of a statue of the Virgin.
Thanking those who aided in the
success of the celebration, the Holy
Father then recited the Regina
Caeli and gave the final blessing.

After the traditional baciamano,
Pope Francis boarded a white jeep
and was driven through the shout-
ing crowds of faithful holding ban-
ners, flags and various signs. He
was first greeted at the foot of the
altar by the Mayor of Rome Ig-
nazio Marino. Francis then as to
embraced the whole city was driven
all the way down Via della Con-
ciliazione to Castel Sant’Angelo. It
was around 1 pm when — s u r ro u n -
ded by happy and exhausted crowd
— he boarded his jeep and returned
to the Vatican.

Several hours passed before the
crowds gave up their places in the
square and surrounding streets —
which they had “saved” in the early
hours of the night before. Then the
faithful began filling into the Ba-
silica to pray at the tombs of the
two new saints.

ous teachings which came out of John Paul II’s holiness, especially his
courage “to speak openly of faith in Jesus in an age of ‘silent apostasy
from the satisfied man who lives like God does not exist’”. Cardinal Co-
mastri also spoke of his boldness “in defending the family which is God's
plan, written clearly in the book of life”.

The Mass of Thanksgiving for the Canonization of John XXIII was cel-
ebrated in the Church of Santi Ambrogio e Carlo al Corso, where Angelo
Giuseppe Roncalli was ordained a bishop in 1925. Presiding at Mass was
Cardinal Dionigi Tettamanzi, Archbishop emeritus of Milan. At the celeb-
ration Bishop Beschi of Bergamo read a letter addressed to Pope Francis
thanking him for his decision to proclaim the Polish Pope and the Pope

Roncalli

gress. He grew in self-knowledge
and confidence, and in abandon-
ment to Christ crucified.

On 27 November 1934, he was
named Apostolic Delegate in Tur-
key and Greece. The Catholic
Church was present in many ways
throughout the young Turkish Re-
public which was in the process of
renewing and organizing itself. His
ministry to Catholics was demand-
ing and he became known for his
respectful manner and dialogue
with the Orthodox and Muslims.
At the outbreak of the Second
World War he was in Greece, he
sought to gain information about
prisoners of war and he helped to
save many Jews by giving them
transit visas issued by the Apostolic
Delegation. On 6 December 1944,
he was appointed Apostolic Nuncio
in Paris by Pope Pius XII.

During the final months of the
war and the first months of peace,
Archbishop Roncalli assisted pris-
oners of war and worked to restore
stability to the life of the Church in
France. He was attentive, prudent
and trusting in his approach to the
new pastoral initiatives undertaken
by bishops and priests in France.
He constantly sought to embody
evangelical simplicity, even in deal-
ing with the most complex diplo-
matic issues. His pastoral desire to
be a priest in every situation sus-
tained him.

On 12 January 1953 he was cre-
ated Cardinal and on 25 January he
was named Patriarch of Venice. He
was delighted to devote himself in
the last years of his life to a directly
pastoral ministry, an aspiration he
had always cherished as a priest.
He was a wise and resourceful pas-
tor, following in the footsteps of the
holy Bishops whom he had always
venerated: St Lawrence Giustiniani,
the first Patriarch of Venice, and St
Pius X.

Following the death of Pius XII,
he was elected Pope on 28 October
1958, taking the name John XXIII.
In the five years of his pontificate
he appeared to the world as an au-
thentic image of the Good Shep-
h e rd .

Meek and gentle, resourceful and
courageous, simple and ever active,
he undertook various corporal and
spiritual works of mercy, visiting
prisoners and the sick, welcoming
people of all nations and religions,
demonstrating an exquisite sense of
fatherhood to everyone. His social
magisterium was contained in the
Encyclicals Mater et Magistra (1961)
and Pacem in Terris (1963).

He convoked the Synod of
Rome, instituted the Commission
for the Revision of the Code of
Canon Law, and convened the
Second Vatican Ecumenical Coun-
cil. As Bishop of Rome, he visited
parishes and churches in the centre
and in the outskirts.

People saw in him a reflection of
benignitas evangelica and called him
the “good Pope”. A profound spirit
of prayer sustained him. He em-
bodied, as the driving force behind
a movement of renewal of the
Church, the peace of one who
trusts completely in the Lord. He
advanced resolutely along the paths
of evangelization, ecumenism and
dialogue, and showed a paternal
concern to reach out to those of his
children most in need.

He died the evening of 3 June
1963, the day after Pentecost, in a
profound spirit of abandonment to
Jesus, of longing for his embrace,
and surrounded by the prayers of
the entire world, which seemed to
have gathered at his bedside to
breathe with him the love of the
Fa t h e r.

John XXIII was declared Blessed
by Pope John Paul II on 3 Septem-
ber 2000 in Saint Peter’s Square,
during the celebration of the Great
Jubilee of the Year 2000.

Wo j t y ła

ing a lengthy stay in hospital, he
forgave the attempted assassin and,
aware of having received a great
gift, intensified his pastoral commit-
ments with heroic generosity.

Pope John Paul II also demon-
strated his pastoral concern by
erecting numerous dioceses and ec-
clesiastical circumscriptions, and by
promulgating Codes of Canon Law
for the Latin and the Oriental
Churches, as well as the Catechism
of the Catholic Church.

He proclaimed the Year of Re-
demption, the Marian Year and the
Year of the Eucharist as well as the
Great Jubilee Year of 2000, in order
to provide the People of God with
particularly intense spiritual experi-
ences. He also attracted young
people by beginning the celebration
of World Youth Day.

No other Pope met as many
people as Pope John Paul II. More
than 17.6 million pilgrims attended
his Wednesday General Audiences
(which numbered over 1,160). This

does not include any of the other
special audiences and religious cere-
monies (more than 8 million pil-
grims in the Great Jubilee Year of
2000 alone). He met millions of the
faithful in the course of his pastoral
visits in Italy and throughout the
world. He also received numerous
government officials in audience,
including 38 official visits and 738
audiences and meetings with Heads
of State, as well as 246 audiences
and meetings with Prime Ministers.

Pope John Paul II died in the
Apostolic Palace at 9:37 pm on Sat-
urday, 2 April 2005, the vigil of
Sunday in albis or Divine Mercy
Sunday, which he had instituted.
On 8 April, his solemn funeral was
celebrated in St Peter’s Square and
he was buried in the crypt of St
Pe t e r ’s Basilica.

Only 26 days after his death his
successor Benedict XVI disp ensed
with the five-year waiting period for
his cause of canonization and then
on 1 May 2011 John Paul II was be-
atified.

CONTINUED FROM PA G E 7
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A look through his journals

What was John XXIII
really like?

EZIO BOLIS

John XXIII is often called, in an en-
dearing yet somewhat simplistic
manner, “the good Pope”. The title
suggests a certain naive and light-
hearted goodness. Yet his diaries
provide an important contribution,
by revealing to history a more com-
plete and integral vision of the spir-
itual figure of Pope John: a man of
simple, authentic roots, a passionate
scholar and refined writer a skilled
and sensitive diplomat, a dedicated
and balanced pastor, a free and
obedient priest, a man of the
Church and of the world, a humble
and devout Christian, a far-sighted
and courageous Pope.

In a famous lecture delivered in
1965, Cardinal Lercaro stated that in
order to understand the mystery of
John XXIII, that is, his programme
for “up dating” the Church, one
needs to explore his early life in
depth, from his solid cultural train-
ing to his broad spectrum of pastor-
al experiences lived out in contexts
at times peripheral yet also ex-
tremely stimulating and meaningful.

in their comfortable studies. Ron-
calli expressed severe judgement in
their regard: “These excellent and
good priests live their professorship

Seen in this light, his writings out-
line for us the main features of the
spiritual approach developed by
Roncalli from the time of his youth
to the years of his pontificate. Here
are a few examples.

Roncalli’s spirit and his pastoral
approach to souls was deeply
marked by the experience of the
war; many traces of this are recorded
in his diaries. He recounts touching
stories at the deathbeds of “dear
young soldiers”. He would often
find himself kneeling all alone in his
room, weeping like a child, no
longer able to contain his emotion
before the sight of the simple and
holy deaths of so many young men.
War is a hard school of realism.
One who does not experience it
himself is likely to judge abstractly,
like those fellow priests who stayed

1918), but with great gentleness and
forbearance, and a respect for free-
dom inspired by Jesus’ example.

In those same years, discussing
the value of tolerance with a lady
who called him to her bedside and
claimed to be a “nonbeliever and a
mason”, Roncalli reaffirmed his
commitment not to “violate her free-
dom of conscience or anyone else’s”
and gave this explanation: “R e g a rd -
ing tolerance, what do you expect?
How much tolerance do you want? I
feel that I am a minister of a cruci-
fied God, who from his altar of pain
opened his arms in order to invite
and welcome all in the tenderness of
his mercy.... This is my tolerance” (1
May 1918).

These volumes also contain a
splendidly rich and well-docu-
mented chapter of Roncalli’s life —

There are many similar notes,
such as the following reference to an
address delivered on the occasion of
the 40th anniversary of Don
Pe d r i n e l l i ’s arrival in Carvico: “At
the Gospel of the Mass sung by the
parish priest Pedrinelli, I spoke
about three things (...). Moving and
touching words in honour of my be-
loved friend (9 September 1951). As
Pope, upon learning the distressing
news of his friend’s death, he wept

Pedrinelli for the poor of Carvico
lire 1000” (20 February 1944).

His diaries reveal that, in Istan-
bul, Roncalli felt the urgency of
“bringing the Turks into the plan of
salvation”. He began to study their
language and introduced it into sev-
eral parts of the liturgy. His affec-
tion for the Turkish people revealed
a spiritual fatherhood that excluded
no one: “I love them in Jesus Cruci-
fied, and I cannot bear when Chris-
tians speak so ill of them, giving
clear proof that the Gospel has pen-
etrated so little into their souls. I
love them because it is part of my
ministry as a father, as a pastor and
as an Apostolic Delegate: I love
them because I believe that they too
are called to redemption. I know
that the attitude of many among my
Eastern Catholic children is against
me. But this neither disturbs nor
discourages me” (27 July 1936). In
October 1938, when Ataturk — the
leader who had always given Christi-
ans a hard time — died, Roncalli
went to visit the body and to say a

amid books, they see the
war from afar; yet I am in-
volved, and I believe it is a
blessing for me to live in
close contact with souls, in
a daily experience of life
which is certainly broader
and more intense than
theirs” (16 May 1918).

The war brought him in-
to contact with people of
various backgrounds, cul-
tures and religions: Protest-
ants, atheists, Masons and
Muslims. Roncalli was de-
termined to present himself
to everyone not “with
scourge in hand” (31 March

and the oppressed” by “refusing to
espouse the cause of those who op-
press because they are rich and
p owerful” (cf. La Vita diocesana 1,
1909, 369). Even during his years in
the diplomatic service, when he trav-
elled the length and breadth of
Europe, from Turkey to Portugal,
from Poland to Algeria, on foot, on
horseback, by car, train, ship and
plane, Roncalli saw grave problems
firsthand: poverty, hardship, war,
hunger. Concrete and generous love
for the poor was not reserved only
for extraordinary circumstances but
was a constant factor throughout his
life. There are countless testimonies
in this regard. For example, he
noted in his diary: “fifth anniversary
of the death of my beloved mother.
Sweet and intimate recollection in
prayer for the repose of her soul. In
her memory I wrote to Msgr Gust-
avo Testa who wanted to send some
of my money to Bergamo for charity.
To the poor of Città Alta lire 1000;
to the poor of Sotto il Monte lire
1000; to the parish priest Don

that of his friendships. His friend-
ship remained true for decades,
nourished by a vivid memory that
held faces and places dear over time.
He often visited friends, he talked
amiably and dined gladly with them,
asking about their health and their
problems, and generously welcomed
them to his home. Mentioned
among the many stories of beautiful
friendships with his fellow students
is that with Don Angelo Pedrinelli
who was only a few months younger
than he was, a man of great intelli-
gence who, also was a student at the
Bergamo and Rome seminaries. Fol-
lowing their ordination to the priest-
hood, both taught at the seminary
in Bergamo until 1911 when Don
Pedrinelli, who was suspected of
subscribing to modernism, was ap-
pointed parish priest of Carvico, a
town bordering Sotto il Monte. He
remained there until his death.
Every year when he returned home
for the holidays, Roncalli would visit
his friend and pass unforgettable
moments in his company.

Diaries published
Published here is an address given by the
Director of the Pope John XXIII Fo u n d a t i o n
of Bergamo at a meeting entitled: “Roncalli’s
diaries in the ways of the world”. At the
meeting the newly published series of the
Good Pope’s diaries were presented. The 10
volumes open with the famous “Journal of a
Soul” and include his diaries between 1926
and 1953, as well as when he was Patriarch
and then Pope.
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Meeting with teachers and students during his pastoral visit to Venice (24 May 1954)

Little Angelo Giuseppe with his parents (c. 1882)

and wrote: “Today we
heard in the news that
Don Pedrinelli died last
evening (...). My beloved
Don Angelo: you see my
tears and the sincerity of
my mourning and of my
priestly love” (8 June
1960).

From his youth, Ron-
calli vowed to imitate the
poverty of Jesus, “who had
come especially to evan-
gelize the poor” and to of-
fer his own contribution
so that the Church might
show “preference to the
dispossessed, the weak,

Roncalli served as a military chaplain
for more than three years
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What was he really like?
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Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli was born and baptized on 25 November 1881 in the
village of Sotto il Monte, Bergamo, Italy. One hundred years later, Pope John
Paul II traveled there to celebrate Mass for the centenary of his Predecessor’s
birth. The following is a translation of Pope Wojtyła’s homily, which was de-
livered in Italian and is featured in L’Osservatore Romano’s special edition for
the canonization. It was originally published in our newspaper on 4 May 1981
(n. 18, p. 1).

long life and in a very great number
of writings, private and official, re-
calls, with emotion and gratitude,
his family home, the years of his
childhood and adolescence, spent in
a crystal-clear and serene environ-
ment, in which the pattern was the
grace of God, lived with simplicity
and consistency; the rule of life was
the catechism and parish instruction;
the comfort was prayer, especially
Mass on feast days, and the evening
Rosary; and the daily commitment
was charity: “We were poor”, Pope
John wrote, “but content with our
condition, confident in the help of
Providence. When a beggar ap-
peared at the kitchen door, where a
score of boys and girls were waiting
for a plate of soup, there was always
an extra place. My mother hastened
to give the guest a seat beside us”
(Journal of a Soul, IV ed. Appendix).

The family and parish catechesis
was his spiritual nourishment; faith-
fulness to the practices of piety and
to the rites of the Church was his
constant commitment, because he
had in his parents an example, a
stimulus and his first school of theo-
logy. With sweet affability he re-
called in an address: “The dear im-
age of Our Lady, under the title
‘Help of Christians’, was for many
years familiar to our eyes as a boy
and an adolescent in the house of
our parents” (Discorsi, Messaggi, Col-
loqui del Santo Padre Giovanni XXIII,
vol. X I V, p. 307). And in the address
he delivered for his 80th birthday,
he said: “It was from these memories
that there began and was nourished
with veneration all that referred to
religious life, to the sanctuary of our
families, modest, hardworking, God-
fearing and serene” (ibid., vol. I V, p.
23).

On Christmas night, 1959, he
went back with deep nostalgia to
those distant times and with simpli-
city and wisdom traced the lines of
Christian Doctrine concerning the
family: “How well the great realities
of the Christian family were lived!
Engagement in the reflection of
Go d’s light, marriage sacred and in-
violable in respect of its four charac-
teristic notes: fidelity, chastity, mutu-
al love and holy fear of the Lord;
the spirit of prudence and sacrifice
in the careful upbringing of the chil-
dren; and always in every circum-
stance, love of neighbour, forgive-
ness, the spirit of endurance, trust,
respect for others. It is in this way
that you build a house that does not
collapse” (ibid., vol. II, p. 96).

4. His faith, which originated in
the family, and was enlightened and
confirmed by the serious and meth-
odical study carried out in the sem-
inary in the wake of Holy Scripture,
the Magisterium of the Church,
patristics and qualified and ap-
proved theology, subsequently ac-
companied throughout the course of
the years by reading and meditation
on the great masters of asceticism
and mysticism, remained in this way
always complete and profound,
without suffering the errors of mod-
ernism, without ever deviating from
the straight path of Truth. In 1910

John Paul II honours the memory of his Predecessor Pope John XXIII

A faith both traditional and open
2. As you very well know, Angelo

Giuseppe was born on Friday, 25
November 1881, into the Roncalli
family, the fourth of thirteen chil-
dren, and that very evening the bell
of the parish church rang out to an-
nounce his baptism.

And so today we commemorate
not only little “Angelino’s” birth to
the light of the sun, but also the
spiritual birth to the life of grace
and faith of him who was to be-
come, as Paul VI said, “the Pope of
the goodness, meekness and pastoral
nature of the Church” (Insegnamenti
di Paolo VI, vol. 1, p. 534); the Pope
who was able to love everyone and
who was loved by all for his charac-
teristics of fatherhood, serenity, and
human and priestly sensitivity. In
fact, the reason for his extraordinary

John Paul II in Roncalli’s birth home during
his visit to Sotto il Monte (26 April 1981)

prayer. In the same days, the Greek
Patriarch Chrisostomos — who was
behind legislative projects adverse
to Catholics — died. Roncalli wrote
in his diary: “I do not share the
cold sentiments entertained by
these two lives which have now
passed away. I pray to the Lord for
the one and for the other. It is for
the Lord to judge them. I think
that his judgement must be meeker
and kindlier than our own. Who
probes the depths of the human
heart? The leader of the Turks, sec-
ular reformer of that people, and
the religious leader of the Greek
Orthodox may well offer to the Su-
preme Judge enough spiritual twists
to enable the wave of saving grace
to penetrate them” (19 October
1938). The image is truly beautiful:
even a Turkish layman and a stub-
born Orthodox might have an

opening in their souls through
which the beneficent action of the
Holy Spirit may enter. There is
something good in every man, even
in the seemingly worst.

The diaries also give extremely
valuable indications on the delicate
issue of the “worker priests” that
Roncalli encountered as he was be-
ginning his diplomatic service in
France. That experience originated
in the generous desire of several
priests and bishops, including the
Archbishop of Paris, Cardinal
Emanuel Suhard, to address in a
new way the evangelization of the
working class world, which had
steadily distanced itself from the
Church. As soon as he arrived in
Paris — although, due to his educa-
tion and sensitivity, he felt these
new forms of ministry somewhat
foreign to him — Roncalli spoke of
his admiration for this experience:
“There are 12 priests who have be-

come genuine workers in order to
draw near to the working-class en-
vironment; I admire, encourage and
bless them” (11 April 1946). Soon,
however, several priests became in-
volved in industrial disputes, strikes
and demonstrations that had strong
ideological undertones. As they had
to be at the factory at dawn, they
could not always celebrate Mass,
respect the Eucharistic fast or pray
the Breviary. Often they adapted
their behaviour, dress and language
to models far removed from tradi-
tional priests. Several lived alone in
small apartments and were not
faithful to their vow of celibacy.

As Nuncio, Roncalli increasingly
shared the perplexities and criticism
coming from Rome: “More than
ever, the ‘worker priests’ seem to
contradict the priestly spirit. Now
the Holy See shall provide proper
norms” (28 June 1951).

Beloved Brothers and Sisters!
1. “We have contemplated, O God,
the marvels of your love!”. These
words of the Liturgy are well suited
to this “Domenica in Albis”, on
which, commemorating in his own
native village the centenary of the
birth of Pope John XXIII, we con-
template the marvellous gift that the
Lord bestowed on us with his life
and his teaching.

My heart is full of joy and emo-
tion at being here at Sotto il Monte
today for this solemn and significant
ceremony, celebrated with you, to
whom I extend my affectionate
g re e t i n g.

I was driven here by the deep de-
sire to bestow on my venerated Pre-
decessor the honour and recognition
that are due to him not only from
the Church, but from all men who
enjoyed his goodness and his wis-
dom.

A great many of you, inhabitants
of Sotto il Monte and of Bergamo,
knew Pope John, saw him, met him,
spoke to him, heard his warm, lov-
ing and persuasive voice, sensitive to
every joy and to every human suffer-
ing. And I too remember him with
deep emotion at the first session of
the Second Vatican Council, and
above all at its final meeting, when
he greeted us in what was meant to
be an au revoir, but was instead the
final farewell.

And I am particularly happy to
recall the affection that Pope John
always felt for my country, Poland.
On 17 September 1912, on the occa-
sion of the Eucharistic Congress of
Vienna, he visited Krakow and cel-
ebrated in the Cathedral at the altar
of the miraculous Cross of Wavel, as

he liked to recall with extreme preci-
sion of detail. He also many times
visited the Marian Sanctuary of
Jasna Gora, discovering in the deep
religious sentiments of my people
something kindred, which touched
him and comforted him.

It was only right, therefore, that
on such an extraordinary and sol-
emn occasion, his successor in
Pe t e r ’s See should come to his birth-
place to meditate on his message
and breathe his spirituality.

success in the esteem and af-
fection of the whole world,
then and today, was his
goodness: mankind is in
great need of goodness, and
for this reason it loved Pope
John and still venerates and
invokes him.

We seem to see him in
these streets, through these
hills, among these houses, in
this landscape of his, so ar-
dently loved and remembered
with tenderness to the last
days of his life, “his dear nest
of Sotto il Monte”, where he
came every year, when it was
possible, as a priest, as a
bishop and as a cardinal, to
take refuge, to fortify his
spirit in gratia et fide, as his
parents and his godfather, his
great-uncle Zaverio, had
trained him.

3. If we ask ourselves
where and how Pope John
acquired such gifts of good-
ness and fatherliness, togeth-
er with a Christian faith that
was always complete and
pure, we can easily answer:
from his family.

He himself, throughout his
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he noted in the Journal of a Soul: “I
thank the Lord on my knees for hav-
ing kept me unharmed in the midst
of such seething and agitation of
tongues and brains.... I must always
recall that the Church contains with-
in her the eternal youth of truth and
of Christ who is of all times.... The
first treasure of my soul is faith, the
holy, sincere and ingenuous faith of
my parents and my good old relat-
ives”.

From this genuine and transparent
faith, instilled in him by the family,
there sprang also his complete and
confident abandonment to Provid-
ence, expressed in the motto that in-
spired his life: Oboedientia et Pax;
from it there arose the supernatural
and eschatological view of existence
and of all history, through which he
walks in the light of “the last things”
and of the “theology of the beyond”.
This faith, enjoyed in his heart as
absolute Truth and as the meaning
of human existence, was expressed
with sweetness and confidence in the
practices of piety, which nourish
Christian life: the many beautiful
devotions that have blossomed
throughout the centuries on the fer-
tile trunk of dogma: union with the
Eucharistic and Crucified Christ,
with the Sacred Heart; devotion to
the Blessed Virgin, to the Angels, to
the Saints; constant remembrance of
Souls in Purgatory; and naturally
visits to the Blessed Sacrament, reg-
ular confession, recitation of the
Rosary, retreats and spiritual exer-
cises, meditation and pilgrimages.

It is a faith rightly and soundly
traditional, which, however, is not
static, petrified, unduly conservative
in the demanding and sweeping
changes of times and situations; on

the contrary, it is marvellous, youth-
ful, fearless, open, farsighted, to the
extent of planning and initiating the
Second Vatican Council and of feel-
ing, with keen intelligence. all the
problems that accompany the mod-
ern era, as the Encyclicals Mater et
Ma g i s t ra and Pacem in Terris clearly
s h o w.

5. Pope John was truly a man sent
by God! He has left us an im-
mensely rich and precious heritage.
But in this birthplace of his, where
he received from his family the first
seeds of the faith which sub-
sequently developed in such a sur-
prising and fruitful way, I wish to
recall and welcome in particular
what he tells us about the family.

He had already given a warning
about the dangers looming over it:
“This sanctuary”, he said with an
anguished heart, “is threatened by so
many snares. Propaganda, some-
times uncontrolled, uses the power-
ful media of the press, the theatre
and entertainment to spread, espe-
cially among the young, the fatal
germs of corruption. The family
must defend itself... taking advant-
age also, when necessary, of the pro-
tection of the civil law” (D i s c o rs i ...,
vol. I, p. 172, 1 March 1959). There-
fore his teaching remains valid and
perennial, because it is the voice of
Truth and what the soul of every
person hopes for and expects deep
down. I am happy to sum up that
teaching in the five following “key
p oints”.

— In the first place the sacredness
of the family, and therefore also of
love and sexuality: “The family is a
gift of God,” he said, “it implies a
vocation that comes from above,
which cannot be improvised”, (Dis-

c o rs i ..., vol. III, p. 67). “In the family
there is the most admirable and
close cooperation of man with God:
the two human persons, created in
the divine image and likeness, are
called not only to the great task of
continuing and prolonging the work
of creation by giving physical life to
new beings, in whom the life-giving
Spirit infuses the mighty principle of
immortal life, but also the nobler
charge, which perfects the first one,

we are born is holiness and salva-
tion, and the family is willed by
God for this purpose. Twenty years
ago, in the letter-testament, written
on the occasion of his 80th birthday,
recalling one by one the beloved
members of his family, he said:
“This is what is most important: to
secure eternal life, trusting in the
goodness of the Lord who sees
everything and provides for
everything” (3 December 1961). And
commenting on the individual mys-
teries of the Rosary, he said that he
prayed at the third joyful mystery
for children of all human races who
had been born to the light of day in
the last 24 hours (ibid., vol. I V, p.
241).

— The good example of the
Christian family. Pope John warmly
exhorted Christian parents and chil-
dren to be an example of faith and
virtue in the modern world, on the

A historical photograph
of Sotto il Monte

In St Peter’s Square at the opening of Vatican II (11 October 1962)

of the civil and Christian edu-
cation of their offspring”
(ibid., vol. II, p. 519). Owing
to this essential characteristic,
Jesus willed that marriage be
a “Sacrament”.

— The morality of the fam-
ily. “Let us not be deceived,
blinded, deluded”, he admon-
ished with Christian and fath-
erly wisdom, “the Cross is al-
ways the only hope of salva-
tion; the Law of God is al-
ways there, with its Ten Com-
mandments, to remind the
world that in this Law alone
is the safeguarding of con-
sciences and families, that the
secret of peace and tranquil-
lity of conscience lies only in
its observance. Anyone who
forgets it, even if he seems to
shun any serious commitment,
builds up, sooner or later, his
own sadness and misery”

With young orphans cared for by La Fontaine Institute
in Venice (23 April 1956)

(ibid., vol. II, p. 281-282). And on
another occasion he added: “The
cult of purity is the most precious
honour and treasure of the Christian
family” (ibid., vol. I V. p. 897).

— The responsibility of the family.
Pope John has confidence in the
educational work of parents, sus-
tained by divine grace. Addressing
mothers he said: “The mother's
voice, when it encourages, invites,
beseeches, remains carved in the
depths of her children’s hearts, and
is never forgotten. Oh, only God
knows the good done by this voice,
and its services to the Church and to
human society” (ibid., vol. II, p. 67).
And to fathers he added: “In famil-
ies in which the father prays and has
a joyful and conscious faith, attends
catechetical instructions and takes
his children there, there will not be
the storms and desolation of a rebel-
lious and estranged youth. Our
word wishes to be always one of
hope; but we are certain that, in
some discouraging expressions of
youthful life, the greatest responsib-
ility is to be sought first of all in
those parents, especially in the fath-
ers of families, who shirk the precise
and serious duties of their state”
(ibid., vol. I V, p. 272).

— The purpose of the family. On
this point, Pope John was clear and
straightforward: the aim for which

model of the Holy Family: “The
secret of true peace,” he said, “of
mutual and lasting harmony, of the
docility of children, of the flourish-
ing of noble morals, lies in the con-
tinuous and generous imitation of
the sweetness and the modesty of
the Family of Nazareth” (ibid., vol.
II, p. 118-119). Pope John is sure that
from these exemplary families there
can spring many choice priestly and
religious vocations, despite the diffi-
culties of the times.

This is in summary the doctrine
of the great and loveable Pontiff
about the family, a doctrine which is
an open condemnation of theories
and practices which are contrary to
the institution of the family.

May the good and smiling figure
of Pope John, so close to the hearts
of all Italians, help to cause to
emerge once more in their souls that
heritage of goodness and solidarity,
characteristic of a people that wants
life, and not the death of man, the
advancement, and not the destruc-
tion, of the family.

6. Beloved brothers and sisters!
Meeting with Pope John here today
at Sotto it Monte to commemorate
the centenary of his birth is certainly
a great joy for everyone and a sweet
consolation; but it must also be an

CONTINUED ON PA G E 15
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Mass of thanksgiving for St José de Anchieta

The contagious joy of meeting Christ
till” the reality of the encounter with
Jesus Christ in a still of fear, in a
still of excessive safety, of wishing to
control the encounter ourselves. The
disciples were afraid of this joy...
and so are we.

The Reading from the Acts of the
Apostles speaks of a paralyzed man.
We heard only the second part of
the story, but we all know about the
the transformation of this man,
crippled from birth, lying at the
door to the Temple asking for alms,
without ever crossing the threshold,
and how his eyes were fixed on the
apostles, waiting for them to give
him something. Peter and John
could give him nothing that he
asked for: neither gold nor silver.

It is the founding joy. Without this
joy, without this glee we cannot
found a Church! We cannot estab-
lish a Christian community! It is an
apostolic joy, that radiates and ex-
pands. Like Peter, I ask myself: “Am
I able, like Peter, to sit next to my
brother and slowly explain the gift
of the Word that I have received,
and infect him with my joy? Am I
capable of arousing around me the
enthusiasm of those who discover in
us the miracle of a new life, which
cannot be controlled, which de-
mands docility because it draws us,
it carries us; and is this new life
born from the encounter with
Christ?”.

St José de Anchieta also knew
how to communicate what he had
experienced with the Lord, what he
had seen and heard from Him; what
the Lord told him through his ac-
tions. He, along with Fr Nobrega,
was the first Jesuit that Ignatius sent
to America. A 19-year-old boy.… He
had so much joy, so much joy that
he founded a nation: he laid the cul-
tural foundations of a nation in Je-
sus Christ. He hadn’t studied theo-
logy, he hadn’t studied philosophy,
he was a boy! But he had felt Jesus
Christ’s gaze resting on him, and he
let him fill him with joy, and he
chose the light. This was, and is, his
holiness. He did not fear the joy.

St José de Anchieta composed a
beautiful hymn to the Virgin Mary,
inspired by the Canticle in Isaiah 52,
in which he compared her to the
herald who proclaims peace, pro-
claims the joy of the Good News.
May she, who at sunrise on Sunday,
was sleepless with hope and un-
afraid of joy, accompany us on our
pilgrimage, calling everyone to get
up, lay aside our paralysis, to enter
together into the peace and joy that
Jesus, the Risen Lord, promises us.

The Beatification of Giuseppe Girotti in Alba, Italy

A martyr for love

New cd from Consistory

Notes in dialogue
The new cd In Patrum cardinali-
um collegium — produced by the
Pontifical Sistine Musical Choir
(Vatican City, Vatican Publishing
House, 2014, 10 euros) — is a col-
lection of music played at the
Consistory held by Pope Francis
on 22 February of this year.

The compilation includes two
significant elements which confer
it prestige. First the Sistine
Chapel Choir sang together with
the choir of the Cathedral of
Westminster in London which
represents something which has
never before occurred on an edit-
orial level. And second, this cd is
the first historical documentation
of music at a consistory.

The cd seeks to offer with sim-
plicity the happenings of the cel-
ebrations with its background
noise and the assembly singing.

Today more than ever the Pon-
tifical Sistine Musical Choir finds
its profound identity only within
an ecclesial service in which sci-
entific research and diligent daily
study assure the proper profes-
sionality. All this must only be for
the purpose of evangelization.
Culture is the true vehicle of
evangelization for the choir.
Through music we can aid ecu-
menical dialogue. We can provide
the Holy See with an image that
is not imposing rather inclusive,
offering the possibility of walking
together, enriched by the excel-
lence of the world and together
we are enriched by its history and
professionality. (Massimo Pa-
lombella)

“Everything I do is out of love”. Fr
Giuseppe Girotti repeated this
phrase often during his life and even
in the face of his persecutors at the
Dachau concentration camp, where
on Easter 1945 the Dominican friar
was killed by lethal injection. His
holiness was recognized immediately,
as his prison mate etched on the
side of his bed: “St Giuseppe
G i ro t t i ”.

Now 70 years later the Church,
too, recognizes his holiness as a
martyr. Fr Girotti was beatified on
Saturday, 26 April, in the Cathedral
of Alba, Italy — the same church
where he was baptized on 30 July
1905. On behalf of Pope Francis,
Cardinal Severino Poletto, Archbish-
op emeritus of Turin, proclaimed
him blessed and presided at the Be-
atification Mass.

On 29 August 1944, Fr Girotti
was arrested in Turin, and spent sev-
eral months in the camp in Dachau

filled with great suffering, and deep
and total humiliation as a man and
priest. The hatred of his jailors came
from a deep aversion to love. The
records of the camp clearly state that
he was arrested for the aid he
provided to the Jews.

During his homily at the Beatific-
ation, Cardinal Polletto said that the
Dominican friar “learned to love and
be charitable to his brothers, espe-
cially the poor, the sick and those
persecuted in particular for reasons
of race”. And most of all those he
considered his “elder brothers”: the
Jews. The Cardinal continued, re-
calling that Fr Girotti disregarded
the risks and began protecting the
Jews of Turin and the surrounding
areas, especially when the Nazis and
Fascists began sending them to con-
centration camps. During his own
imprisonment he suffered greatly.
However despite this, he attended
Mass every morning in the block

where the other priests were being
held and in his free time he studied
the Bible. Girotti was a celebrated
exegete and was filled with love for
the unity of Christians.

Cardinal Poletto also emphasized
that Scripture nourishes prayer and
thanks to the daily bread of the
Bible, Fr Girotti never lost the “joy
and serenity of the spirit”.

The Church deepens and grows on the
contagious joy of the encounter with
Jesus, Pope Francis recalled during the
Mass of thanksgiving for the
Canonization of José de Anchieta on
Thursday, 24 April, in the Church of
St Ignatius of Loyola, Rome. The
following is a translation of the Holy
Fa t h e r ’s homily given in Spanish.

In the Gospel passage we have just
heard, the disciples could not be-
lieve the joy they felt, because they
could not believe the cause of this
joy. This is what the Gospel tells us.
Let’s set the scene: Jesus has risen,
the disciples of Emmaus are speak-
ing about their experience: Peter is
also recounting what he had seen.
Then the Lord himself appears in
the room and says to them: “Pe a c e
be with you”. Many feelings erupt in
the hearts of the disciples: fear, sur-
prise, doubt and, finally, joy. A joy
so great that they “could not believe
it”. They are shocked, stunned, and
Jesus, almost with a faint smile, asks
them for something to eat and starts
explaining the Scriptures, opening
their minds so they are able to un-
derstand them. This is the moment
of astonishment, of the encounter

with Jesus Christ, where so much
joy doesn’t seem real; even more, to
feel joy and happiness in that mo-
ment seems risky and we feel temp-
ted to take shelter in skepticism, in
“not exaggerating”. It is easier to
believe in a ghost than in the living
Christ! It is easier to go to a magi-
cian who predicts the future, a for-
tune-teller than to have faith and
hope in a victorious Christ, in a
Christ who triumphed over death! It
is easier to have an idea, an imagine,
than docility to this Lord who rose
from the dead than to go and learn
what he has in store for one! Such a
manner of relativization of the faith
ends with distancing oneself from
the encounter, with moving away
from God’s caress. It’s as if we “dis-

And he, who always
waited at the door, now
enters on his own two feet,
jumping and praising
God, praising his wonders.
And his joy is contagious.
This is what the Scripture
tells us today: the people
were completely aston-
ished and amazed, and
flocked to see this wonder.
In the midst of that confu-
sion, of that admiration,
Peter proclaimed the mes-
sage. The joy of the en-
counter with Jesus Christ,
which we are so afraid of
accepting, is contagious
and he shouts the news: it
is here the Church grows!
The paralyzed man be-
lieves because “the Church
does not grow from pros-
elytizing, but from attrac-
tion”; this joy’s testimony
that proclaims Jesus Christ
attracts people. This wit-
ness born from the joy ac-
cepted and then trans-
formed into proclamation.
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Archbishop Jorge Bergoglio on the late Pontiff

John Paul II
a consistent man

to the blind, to heal lepers, to make
the crippled walk. Anointed in order
to walk next to every human limita-
tion, every human joy, every human
misery; anointed with the authority
of service of the One who came to
journey, to be Emmanuel, God-with-
us in order to serve. Christ’s attitude
of obedience: “A body hast thou
prepared for me, and I have come
do to thy will” is the fulcrum of
consistency, and I do not mean only
Christian but also human coherence.
And today, on the Solemnity of the
Annunciation of the Lord, we celeb-
rate this consistency.

God willed to be consistent and
to trace out the journey of coherence
for us. Mary is consistent and traces

Paul was simply consistent, he never
deceived, he never lied, he was never
evasive. John Paul communicated
with his people, with the coherence
of a man of God, with the consist-
ency of someone who spent long
hours in Adoration each morning,
and as he adored he allowed himself
to come into harmony with the
power of God. Consistency cannot
be bought, coherence cannot be
studied at any academic faculty.
Consistency is forged in the heart
through adoration, through the
anointing for service to others and
through upright conduct. Without
deceit, without deception, without
falsehood. Jesus once said, when he
encountered Nathaniel: “Behold a
true Israelite in whom there is no
guile”. I believe we can say the same
of John Paul, the consistent one.
But he was consistent because he al-
lowed himself to be moulded and
formed by the will of God. He al-
lowed himself to be humbled by the
will of God. He allowed that obedi-
ence to grow in his soul which our
Father Abraham had and all those
who followed after him.

We remember a consistent man
who once told us that this century
does not need teachers, but wit-
nesses; and a consistent person is a
witness. A man who stakes himself
entirely, and with his whole self and
his whole life, and by his transpar-
ency, lives what he preaches.

On the day of the proclamation
of this consistency in obedience to
the Incarnation of the Word, let us
look to this consistent man. This
man who for the sake of pure con-
sistency got his hands dirty, and
saved us from a fratricidal massacre;
this consistent figure who rejoiced in
holding small children in his arms
because he believed in tenderness.
This consistent man who on more
than one occasion had homeless
men come — those whom here we
call l i n y e ra s — from Piazza Risorgi-
mento, to speak with them and to
give them a new condition of life.
This consistent man who, when he
had recovered, asked permission to
go to the prison and speak with the
man who had sought to kill him.

He is a witness. I conclude by re-
peating his words: Today’s world
stands in great need of witnesses,
not so much of teachers but rather
of witnesses. And in the Incarnation
of the Word Christ is the faithful
witness. Today we see in John Paul
an imitation of that faithful witness.
And we give thanks because he
ended his life in this way, consist-
ently, because he ended his life
simply as a faithful witness.

On 4 April 2005, the then-Archbishop
of Buenos Aires, Cardinal Jorge Mario
Bergoglio, celebrated Holy Mass in
memory of John Paul II. The following
is a translation of his homily.

The Virgin Mary fits into that long
line of men and women in history
who have said “yes” to God, and
who have developed this attitude of
obedience in their lives. That line
began on the day that our Father
Abraham took leave of his home
without knowing where he was go-
ing. He obeyed and believed. And
today, on the Solemnity of the In-
carnation of the Word, the Son of
God also begins this historic jour-
ney. He goes out, in union with the
Father, to do his will.

“Sacrifices and offerings thou hast
not desired, but a body hast thou
prepared for me.... Then I said, ‘Lo,
I have come to do thy will, O
Go d’”. And Mary in her turn says:
“Let it be to me according to your
w o rd ”. The obedient attitude of a
wayfarer, of one setting out on a
journey; and in the Lord’s case, it is
the attitude of obedience prophesied
by Isaiah: “A virgin shall conceive

and bear a son, and his name shall
be called Emmanuel, which means,
Go d-with-us”.

God sets out in this human cara-
van, he sets out on this journey and
continues to move along with us;
God works his way into the cracks
of our lives, he is one like us. The
Word is anointed, and before being
anointed with the oil of election, he
is anointed with our flesh “to do thy
will”, and thus begins Christ’s jour-
ney. “To do thy will” and, in the
end, in the most critical hours of his
life, when he is about to be arrested,
he feels deep agony in the solitude
of the mountain and in the solitude
of his heart: “Father, not my will be
done, but thy will”. The consistency
of obedience to a vocation. The con-
sistency of one who feels that he is
called and obeys the call and walks
in accord with this call, and he is
one who walks with us. Closeness,
the nearness of God who walks with
us.

I have been sent, I have been
anointed with the oil of gladness,
says the Lord. To proclaim release to
the captives and recovering of sight

A faith both traditional and open

At the Assembly of the Synod of Bishops (6 October 2001), a rare image of three pontiffs: John Paul II, Cardinal Bergoglio (second from the right at the
presidency table) and Cardinal Ratzinger (fourth from the left in the first ro w )

out the journey of coherence for us,
she does what she believes in, she
proclaims what she believes, she car-
ries out what she believes. And hers
is not only a consistency that tran-
scends her; it is within her. Christ
thinks consistently because he thinks
what he feels and what he does. He
feels coherently because he feels
what he thinks and what he does.
He works consistently because he
does what he feels and what he
thinks. The consistency of obedi-
ence, transparent coherence, coher-
ence that has nothing to hide, coher-
ence that is pure goodness and that
conquers evil with that goodness
consistent with having offered him-
self up “to do thy will”, as he says to
the Father.

And on this Feast of the Annunci-
ation of the Lord we remember an-
other great, consistent figure. The
Argentine authoress whose text we
heard read at the beginning of Mass
says: “the 20th century concluded”
with this consistent figure. John
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incentive to keep his example al-
ways in mind and to listen to his
word: “Every believer”, he wrote in
Pacem in Terris, “must be a spark of
light, a centre of love, a vivifying
ferment in the mass” (n. 57).

This is the commitment I leave
to you in his name! I leave it to
you, inhabitants of Sotto il Monte
and of the whole region of Berga-
mo, which he loved so much, fol-
lowing the indications of the Pas-
toral Plan drawn up in such an ex-
cellent way by your bishop.

I leave it to all the faithful of the
Church, priests and lay people, and
I extend it to all men of good will,
who were drawn and moved by the
fatherly figure of Pope John.

May the tender devotion to the
Blessed Virgin, which always
marked his life, also be the precious
heritage of everyone. “It aims at
nothing other than making our
faith more sturdy, ready and active”,
are his words. “Mary will help us
all, who are pilgrims here below:
with her supreme support we will
overcome the inevitable sorrows and
adversities and we will acquire the
habit of looking to Heaven, with
serenity and joy” (ibid., vol. II, p.
707).

May Pope John accompany us
with his example and his prayer
along the laborious ways of our
lives. He is a good friend: let us
listen to him! His heritage is truly a
blessing!
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From the Beatification of John XXIII

His smiling face

John XXIII’s Beatification presided by John Paul II in St Peter’s Square (3 September 2000)

At the Beatification of John Paul II

Blessed are you because you believed!

The following is an excerpt from John
Paul II’s homily on Sunday, 3
September 2000, at the Beatification
of his Predecessor Pope John XXIII in
St Peter’s Square.

Everyone remembers the image of
Pope John’s smiling face and two
outstretched arms embracing the
whole world. How many people
were won over by his simplicity of
heart, combined with a broad ex-
perience of people and things! The
breath of newness he brought cer-
tainly did not concern doctrine, but
rather the way to explain it; his
style of speaking and acting was
new, as was his friendly approach to
ordinary people and to the power-
ful of the world. It was in this spirit
that he called the Second Vatican
Ecumenical Council, thereby turn-
ing a new page in the Church’s his-
tory: Christians heard themselves
called to proclaim the Gospel with
renewed courage and greater attent-

counts the most in life is blessed Je-
sus Christ, his holy Church, his
Gospel, truth and goodness”. We
too wish to receive this testament,
as we glorify God for having given
him to us as a Pastor.

Piero Vignozzi, “John Paul II” (2014)
in “Luoghi dell’Infinito”

for humanity.
In the last mo-

ments of his
earthly life, he
entrusted his test-
ament to the
Church: “What

iveness to the “signs” of the times.
The Council was a truly prophetic
insight of this elderly Pontiff who,
even amid many difficulties, opened
a season of hope for Christians and

The following is an excerpt from Bene-
dict XVI’s homily at the Beatification of
John Paul II in St Peter’s Square on 1
May 2011.

Today our eyes behold, in the full
spiritual light of the risen Christ, the
beloved and revered figure of John
Paul II. Today his name is added to
the host of those whom he pro-
claimed saints and blesseds during
the almost 27 years of his pontific-
ate, thereby forcefully emphasizing
the universal vocation to the heights
of the Christian life, to holiness,
taught by the conciliar Constitution
on the Church Lumen Gentium. All
of us, as members of the people of
God — bishops, priests, deacons,
laity, men and women religious —
are making our pilgrim way to the
heavenly homeland where the Virgin
Mary has preceded us, associated as
she was in a unique and perfect way
to the mystery of Christ and the
Church. Karol Wojtyła took part in
the Second Vatican Council, first as
an auxiliary Bishop and then as
Archbishop of Krakow. He was fully
aware that the Council’s decision to
devote the last chapter of its Consti-
tution on the Church to Mary meant
that the Mother of the Redeemer is
held up as an image and model of
holiness for every Christian and for
the entire Church. This was the
theological vision which Blessed
John Paul II discovered as a young

man and subsequently maintained
and deepened throughout his life. A
vision which is expressed in the
scriptural image of the crucified
Christ with Mary, his Mother, at his
side. This icon from the Gospel of
John (19:25-27) was taken up in the
episcopal and later the papal coat-
of-arms of Karol Wojtyła: a golden
cross with the letter “M” on the
lower right and the motto “To t u s
tuus”, drawn from the well-known
words of St Louis Marie Grignion
de Montfort in which Karol Wojtyła
found a guiding light for his life:
“Totus tuus ego sum et omnia mea tua
sunt. Accipio te in mea omnia. Praebe
mihi cor tuum, Maria — I belong en-
tirely to you, and all that I have is
yours. I take you for my all. O
Mary, give me your heart” ( Tre a t i s e
on True Devotion to the Blessed
Virgin, 266).

In his Testament, the new Blessed
wrote: “When, on 16 October 1978,
the Conclave of Cardinals chose
John Paul II, the Primate of Poland,
Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński, said to
me: ‘The task of the new Pope will
be to lead the Church into the
Third Millennium’”. And the Pope
added: “I would like once again to
express my gratitude to the Holy
Spirit for the great gift of the
Second Vatican Council, to which,
together with the whole Church —
and especially with the whole epis-
copate — I feel indebted. I am con-

vinced that it will long be
granted to the new genera-
tions to draw from the
treasures that this Council
of the twentieth century
has lavished upon us. As a
Bishop who took part in
the Council from the first
to the last day, I desire to
entrust this great patri-
mony to all who are and
will be called in the future
to put it into practice. For
my part, I thank the Etern-
al Shepherd, who has en-
abled me to serve this very
great cause in the course of
all the years of my Ponti-
ficate”. And what is this
“cause”? It is the same one
that John Paul II p re s e n t e d
during his first solemn
Mass in Saint Peter’s
Square in the unforgettable
words: “Do not be afraid!
Open, open wide the doors

across the threshold of the Third
Millennium, which thanks to Christ
he was able to call “the threshold of
hop e”. Throughout the long journey
of preparation for the great Jubilee
he directed Christianity once again
to the future, the future of God,
which transcends history while non-
etheless directly affecting it. He
rightly reclaimed for Christianity
that impulse of hope which had in
some sense faltered before Marxism
and the ideology of progress. He re-
stored to Christianity its true face as
a religion of hope, to be lived in his-
tory in an “Advent” spirit, in a per-
sonal and communitarian existence
directed to Christ, the fullness of
humanity and the fulfillment of all
our longings for justice and peace.

Finally, on a more personal note,
I would like to thank God for the
gift of having worked for many
years with Blessed Pope John Paul
II. I had known him earlier and had
esteemed him, but for 23 years, be-
ginning in 1982 after he called me to
Rome to be Prefect of the Congreg-
ation for the Doctrine of the Faith, I
was at his side and came to revere
him all the more. My own service
was sustained by his spiritual depth
and by the richness of his insights.
His example of prayer continually
impressed and edified me: he re-
mained deeply united to God even
amid the many demands of his min-
istry. Then too, there was his witness
in suffering: the Lord gradually
stripped him of everything, yet he
remained ever a “ro ck”, as Christ de-
sired. His profound humility, groun-
ded in close union with Christ, en-
abled him to continue to lead the
Church and to give to the world a
message which became all the more
eloquent as his physical strength de-
clined. In this way he lived out in
an extraordinary way the vocation of
every priest and bishop to become
completely one with Jesus, whom he
daily receives and offers in the
C h u rc h .

Blessed are you, beloved Pope
John Paul II, because you believed!
Continue, we implore you, to sus-
tain from heaven the faith of God’s
people. You often blessed us in this
Square from the Apostolic Palace:
Bless us, Holy Father! Amen.

to Christ!” What the newly-elected
Pope asked of everyone, he was
himself the first to do: society, cul-
ture, political and economic systems
he opened up to Christ, turning
back with the strength of a titan — a
strength which came to him from
God — a tide which appeared irre-
versible. By his witness of faith, love
and apostolic courage, accompanied
by great human charisma, this exem-
plary son of Poland helped believers
throughout the world not to be
afraid to be called Christian, to be-
long to the Church, to speak of the
Gospel. In a word: he helped us not
to fear the truth, because truth is the
guarantee of liberty. To put it even
more succinctly: he gave us the
strength to believe in Christ, be-
cause Christ is Redemptor hominis,
the Redeemer of man. This was the
theme of his first encyclical, and the
thread which runs though all the
others.

When Karol Wojtyła ascended to
the throne of Peter, he brought with
him a deep understanding of the
difference between Marxism and
Christianity, based on their respect-
ive visions of man. This was his
message: man is the way of the
Church, and Christ is the way of
man. With this message, which is
the great legacy of the Second Vatic-
an Council and of its “helmsman”,
the Servant of God Pope Paul VI,
John Paul II led the People of God


