
Price € 1,00. Back issues € 2,00

L’O S S E RVATOR E ROMANO
WEEKLY EDITION

Unicuique suum

IN ENGLISH
Non praevalebunt

Forty-eighth year, number 27 (2403) Vatican City Friday, 3 July 2015

The Wednesday General Audiences have been cancelled for the entire
month of July. The Audiences will begin again in August in the Paul VI
Hall. With the exception of the previously scheduled audience with the
Renewal in the Spirit Movement on Friday, 3 July, in St Peter’s Square,
all other audiences have also been suspended. The Holy Father will still,
however, pray the Angelus on Sundays with the faithful in St Peter’s
Square. The Pope’s morning Mass in Santa Marta have been cancelled
for July and August; these Masses will recommence at the beginning of
Septemb er.

General Audiences
suspended in July

On the Solemnity of Sts Peter and Paul

An angel at the door
Motu Proprio institutes the Secretariat for Communications

In the age of digital media
Pope Francis promulgated on Sat-
urday, 27 June, a Motu Proprio insti-
tuting the Secretariat for Communic-
ations. All communications offices of
the Holy See will be incorporated
under the direction of the new Sec-
retariat, which will also work with
the Secretariat of State in directing
the official website, www.vatican.va,
and the Pope’s Twitter account. The
Pope has appointed as Prefect, Msgr
Dario Edoardo Viganò, current
Director of the Vatican Television
Center. Others appointed are: Msgr
Lucio Adrian Ruiz as Secretary;
Paolo Nusiner as Director General;
Giacomo Ghisani as Vice Director
General.
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Looking forward to his visit in Ecuador, Bolivia and Paraguay

Three sisters
“Three sister nations” with the same
faith. Pope Francis thus described
Ecuador, Bolivia and Paraguay in a
video message broadcast on Saturday,
27 June. He will be visiting these
countries from 5-12 July. The following
is a translation of the video message
which was delivered in Spanish.

Dear Brothers and Sisters of
Ecuador, Bolivia and Paraguay,
There is little time before my visit.
With this preliminary greeting, I
would like to express my closeness,
my affection and my good will. My
wish is to be with you, to share your
concerns, to express my love and
closeness, as well as rejoice with
you.

I want to be a witness of the joy
of the Gospel and bring to you the
tenderness and caress of God, our
Father, especially to his children
most in need, to the elderly, the
sick, the imprisoned, the poor, to
those who are victims of this throw-
away culture. The love of the merci-
ful Father allows us beyond measure
to discover the face of his Son Jesus
in each of our brothers, in each of
our sisters, in our neighbour. One
only needs to come close, to be a
neighbour. As Jesus said to that
young doctor of the law when he
asked: Who is my neighbour? Go

and do what the Good Samaritan
did, go and do the same, be close,
do not pass by.

On this visit I will visit three sis-
ter nations in the lands of the Amer-
ican continent. The faith that we all
share is a source of brotherhood and
solidarity, which builds villages,

tinue to make the values of the
Kingdom of God a leaven of the
earth in our days as well.

May the Blessed Virgin take care
of you, as Mother of America and
may the Lord bless you. Thank you,
see you soon and please, do not for-
get to pray for me.

which forms family of
families, it fosters har-
mony and encourages the
desire and commitment to
p eace.

In these days before
our meeting, I give
thanks to God for you,
and I ask that you be
steadfast in the faith, that
you may have the fire of
love, of charity and that
you hold fast to the hope
that never disappoints. I
urge you to unite your
prayers to mine so that
the announcement of the
Gospel can reach to the
farthest outskirts and con-

Signed between the Holy See and the
State of Palestine

A comprehensive agreement
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To a delegation of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate on the eve of the Feast

Synodality and service
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Fifty years of ‘Nostra Aetate’

Our Jewish roots
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To future diplomats of the Holy See

Human bridges
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To Special Olympics Italia

No one
is excluded
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Motu Proprio for the establishment of the Secretariat for Communications

In the age of digital media

VAT I C A N BULLETIN

An Apostolic Letter in the form of a
Motu Proprio was made public on 27
June establishing the Secretariat for
Communications. The following is a
translation of the Letter, which was
written in Italian.

Apostolic Letter
in the form of a Motu Proprio

by the Supreme Pontiff Francis

Establishment of the Secretariat
for Communications

The current context of communica-
tions, characterized by the presence

and development of digital media,
by the factors of convergence and
interaction, demands both a rethink-
ing of the Holy See’s information
system, and a commitment to reor-
ganize it, while appreciating what
has been developed historically
within the framework of communica-
tions of the Apostolic See, certainly
moves towards a unified integration
and management.

For these reasons I believe that all
of the realities which, in various
ways up to the present have dealt
with communications, should be in-
corporated into a new Dicastery of
the Roman Curia, which will bear
the title Secretariat for Communica-
tions. In this way, the Holy See
communications system will respond
ever better to the needs of the mis-
sion of the Church.

Therefore, after having examined
the reports and studies submitted,
having recently received the study
on its feasibility, and having heard
the unanimous opinion of the Coun-
cil of Cardinals, I institute the Sec-
retariat for Communications and es-
tablish it as follows.

Art. 1
The Dicastery, according to what

was presented by the Vatican Media
Commission, instituted on 30 April
2015, will combine the following
Bodies within the set time limit: the
Pontifical Council for Social Com-
munications; the Holy See Press Of-
fice; the Vatican Internet Service;
Vatican Radio; the Vatican Televi-
sion Centre; L’Osservatore Romano;
the Vatican Printing Press; the
Photo Service; and the Vatican Pub-
lishing House.

Art. 2
Such Bodies, from the date of

publication of the present Mo t u
P ro p r i o , shall continue their respect-
ive activities, observing however, the
indications provided by the Secret-
ariat for Communications.

Art. 3
The new Dicastery, in accord with

the Secretariat of State, will assume

responsibility for the Holy See’s in-
stitutional website: www.vatican.va,
and the Twitter service of the Su-
preme Pontiff: @pontifex.

Art. 4
The Secretariat for Communica-

tions will begin its proper functions
on 29 June 2015, having as its provi-
sional headquarters Palazzo Pio,
Piazza Pia, 3, 00120 Vatican City
State.

All that I have determined with
this Apostolic Letter, issued Mo t u
P ro p r i o , I prescribe that it be ob-
served in all its parts, notwithstand-
ing anything to the contrary, even if
worthy of special mention, and I
dispose that it shall be promulgated
by publication in the daily newspa-
per L’Osservatore Romano, and there-
after in the Acta Apostolicae Sedis.

Given in Rome, at St Peter’s, on 27
June of the year 2015, the third of

my Pontificate.

AUDIENCES

Friday, 25 June

His Most Eminent Highness Fra’
Matthew Festing, Prince and Grand
Master of the Sovereign Military
Order of Malta, and entourage

Cardinal George Pell, Prefect of the
Secretariat for the Economy

Archbishop Salvador Piñeiro Garcia-
Calderón of Ayacucho, Peru, Presid-
ent of the Episcopal Conference of
Peru with: Archbishop Héctor
Miguel Cabrejos Vidarte, OFM, of
Trujillo, Vice-President; Archbishop
Pedro Ricardo Barreto Jimeno, S J, of
Huancayo, Vice-President; Bishop-
Prelate Fortunato Pablo Urcey, OAR,
of the Territorial Prelature of Chota,
General Secretary

Cardinal João Braz de Aviz, Prefect
of the Congregation for Institutes of
Consecrated Life and Societies of
Apostolic Life, with Secretary Arch-
bishop José Rodríguez Carballo,
OFM, titular Archbishop of Belcastro

Archbishop Eduardo Eliseo Martín
of Rosario, Argentina

Bishop Gustavo Óscar Zanchetta of
Orán, Argentina

Friday, 26 June

Mr Peter Sutherland, President of
the International Catholic Migration
Commission
H.E. Mr Georgios Papadopoulos,
Ambassador of Greece to the Holy
See, on a farewell visit
Cardinal Gerhard Ludwig Müller,
Prefect of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith
Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, Prefect
of the Congregation for the Oriental
C h u rc h e s
Archbishop Blase J. Cupich of
Chicago, USA

Saturday, 27 June

Cardinal Marc Ouellet, PSS, Prefect
of the Congregation for Bishops
Tuesday, 30 June

H.E. Mr Jean-Claude Michel, Am-
bassador of the Principality of
Monaco, on a farewell visit

CHANGES IN EP I S C O PAT E

The Holy Father accepted the resig-
nation of Bishop Gonzalo Galván
Castillo of Autlán, Mexico. It was
presented in accord with can. 401 § 2
of the Code  of Canon Law (25
June).

The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Uriah Ashley as Auxiliary Bishop of
Panamá, Panama, assigning him the
titular episcopal See of Agbia. Until
now he has been Bishop of Pen-
onomé, Panama (25 June).

Bishop Ashley, 71, was born in
Almirante, Panama. He was or-
dained a priest on 15 August 1979.
He was ordained a bishop on 6
January 1994, subsequent to his ap-
pointment as Bishop of Penonomé.

The Holy Father accepted the resig-
nation of Bishop Héctor Luis Gutér-
rez Pabón of Engativá, Colombia. It
was presented in accord with can.
401 § 1 of the Code of Canon Law
(26 June).

The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Francisco Antonio Nieto Súa as
Bishop of Engativá, Colombia. Until
now he has been Bishop of San José
Guaviare, Colombia (26 June).

Bishop Nieto Súa, 66, was born
in Panqueba, Colombia. He was or-
dained a priest on 30 November
1973. He was ordained a bishop on
17 November 2008, subsequent to
his appointment as titular Bishop of
Teglata in Numidia and Auxiliary of
Bogota. CONTINUED ON PA G E 11

The Holy Father appointed Fr Juan
Carlos Cárdenas Toro, from the
clergy of Cartago, Costa Rica, as
Auxiliary Bishop of Cali, Colombia,
assigning him the titular episcopal
See of Nova (26 June)

Bishop-elect Cárdenas Toro, 47,
was born in Cartago, Costa Rica.
He holds a licence in philosophy.
He was ordained a priest on 6
September 1997. He has served in
parish ministry and as: diocesan del-
egate for family pastoral care; pro-
fessor and spiritual director at the
Minor Seminary of Cartago; rector
of Divino Ecce Homo Shrine in Ri-
caurte; formator, treasurer and spir-
itual director at the Major Seminary
of Cartago; diocesan delegate for so-
cial communications; diocesan as-
sessor for the Cursillos de Cristi-
andad; diocesan delegate for the
New Evangelization; director of so-
cial development for the C o rp o ra c i ó n
diocesana pro comunidad cristiana;
deputy director of the national sec-
retariat for social pastoral care and
coordinator of the pastoral centre
for social evangelization of the Epis-
copal Conference of Colombia; ad-
junct secretary of the Episcopal
Conference of Colombia.
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The Pope remembers the 50th anniversary of ‘Nostra Aetate’

Our Jewish roots
The Conciliar Declaration ‘N o s t ra
Ae t a t e ’ represents “a definitive ‘yes’ to
the Jewish roots of Christianity and an
irrevocable ‘no’ to anti-Semitism”. The
Holy Father affirmed this on 30 June
in the Clementine Hall to the
participants in a conference organized
by the International Council of
Christians and Jews. The following is
the English text of the Pope’s address.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I am pleased that your meeting is
taking place this year in Rome, the
city where the Apostles Peter and
Paul are buried. For all Christians,
both Apostles are an important
point of reference: they are like “pil-
lars” of the Church. Here in Rome,
we also find the most ancient Jewish
community in Western Europe,
whose origins can be traced to the
time of the Maccabees. Christians
and Jews therefore have lived to-
gether in Rome for almost two thou-
sand years, even though their rela-
tions in the course of history have
not been without difficulty.

The development of an authentic
fraternal dialogue has been made
possible since the Second Vatican
Council, following the promulgation
of the Declaration Nostra Aetate.
This document represents a definit-
ive “yes” to the Jewish roots of
Christianity and an irrevocable “no”
to anti-Semitism. In celebrating the
50th anniversary of Nostra Aetate, we
are able to see the rich fruits which
it has brought about and to grate-
fully appraise Jewish-Catholic dia-
logue. In this way, we can express
our thanks to God for all the good
which has been realized in terms of
friendship and mutual understand-
ing these past 50 years, as his Holy
Spirit has accompanied our efforts
in dialogue. Our fragmented hu-
manity, mistrust and pride have
been overcome thanks to the Spirit
of Almighty God, in such a way that
trust and fraternity between us have
continued to grow. We are strangers
no more, but friends, and brothers

and sisters. Even with our different
perspectives, we confess one God,
Creator of the Universe and Lord of
history. And he, in his infinite good-
ness and wisdom, always blesses our
commitment to dialogue.

Christians, all Christians, have
Jewish roots. Because of this, since
its inception, the International Coun-
cil of Christians and Jews has wel-
comed the various Christian confes-
sions. Each of them, in its own way,
has drawn near to Judaism, which in
its time, has been distinguished by
diverse trends and sensibilities. The
Christian confessions find their unity
in Christ; Judaism finds its unity in
the Torah. Christians believe that Je-
sus Christ is the Word of God made
flesh in the world; for Jews the
Word of God is present above all in
the Torah. Both faith traditions find
their foundation in the One God,
the God of the Covenant, who re-
veals himself through his Word. In
seeking a right attitude towards
God, Christians turn to Christ as
the fount of new life, and Jews to
the teaching of the Torah. This pat-
tern of theological reflection on the

relationship between Judaism and
Christianity arises precisely from
Nostra Aetate (cf. n. 4), and upon
this solid basis can be and must be
developed yet further.

In its reflection on Judaism, the
Second Vatican Council took ac-
count of the 10 theses of Seelisberg,
formulated in that same Swiss town.
These theses are closely linked to
the founding of the International

Council of Christians and Jews in
1974. We can say that there was
already in embryonic form an initial
concept of cooperation between
your organization and the Catholic
Church. This cooperation was offi-
cially inaugurated after the Council,
and especially after the establish-
ment of our Commission for Religious
Relations with the Jews in 1947. This
Commission of the Holy See always
follows your organization’s activities
with great interest, in particular the
annual international meetings, which
offer a notable contribution to
Jewish-Christian dialogue.

Dear friends, I thank all of you
for this visit and I wish you well for
your meeting. May the Lord bless
you and keep you in his peace. I ask
you please to pray for me. And I in-
vite you all together to ask for the
blessing of God our Father, I will
say it in my mother tongue.

(English translation of the Spanish
p ra y e r )
May the Lord bless you and keep
you:
the Lord make his face to shine
upon you, and be gracious to you:
the Lord lift up his countenance
upon you, and give you peace (cf.
Num 6:24-26).
Amen.

Francis will meet with many border realities in Latin America

Traveling with alegría

A woman named head of the Jewish
Community of Rome

Forty-eight years old, two children, a law degree and business woman by
profession, Ruth Dureghello is the first woman to be named head of the
Jewish Community of Rome. The new president was elected with 24 out
of the Council’s 26 votes on Tuesday, 23 June. Dureghello, the outgoing
commissioner of the Community’s school, succeeds Riccardo Pacifici,
who is leaving after seven years and three consecutive terms. “The mo-
ment has arrived to set down all rivalries and to work together for the
good of the Community”, she said after her election. The newly-elected
president received best wishes from the Mayor of Rome, Ignazio Marino,
and the President of the Region of Lazio, Nicola Zingaretti.

The joy of proclaiming the Gospel,
Evangelii gaudium, will be the under-
lying theme of Pope Francis’ ninth
international visit, his first visit to
three different countries in a single
trip. The conditions and the most
important moments in Ecuador,
Bolivia and Paraguay were described
in the Holy See Press Office on
Tuesday, 30 June. That same day the
Director of the Press Office, Fr Fed-
erico Lombardi, also held another
briefing which announced the offi-
cial schedule of the Holy Father’s
visit in Cuba and the United States
of America in September.

In the meantime, Pope Francis
will return to Latin America on 5-12
July, exactly two years after visiting
Brazil for World Youth Day in Rio

de Janeiro. This time, however, he is
going to countries which speak his
native language and he is scheduled
to deliver 22 addresses in Spanish,
encouraging the local people to re-
new peace and develop active demo-
c r a c y.

This visit focuses on three realities
which are not considered among the
most significant in geopolitics and
this, in a certain way, highlights Ber-
goglio’s attention to the geographic-
al and existential outskirts of the
world.

All three countries have used the
word “alegría” in their motto, thus
highlighting the people’s joy in wel-
coming their Pope. Also for this
reason, Fr Lombardi explained that
enormous attendance is expected

imately 48 hours in each country
and will visit at least two cities in
each nation, reserving encounters
for those most marginalized: the
elderly in Ecuador, detainees in
Bolivia, children and the sick in
Paraguay. The Pope will also dedic-
ate much time to indigenous
people, who are a true wealth for
these countries.

The numerous airplane rides will
include considerable changes in alti-
tude. “We are aware,” Fr Lombardi
explained to those who were con-
cerned about the possible ramifica-
tions for Pope Francis’ health, “that
it may be challenging to make a trip
with these changes”, however Fran-
cis, he said, “is not the least bit con-
cerned or hesitant”.

and the Pope has
decided to travel
long distances in
the open-air pope-
mobile.

His visit in Lat-
in America is
packed with ap-
pointments; he
will spend approx-

San Francisco Square in La Paz, Bolivia awaits the Pope
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Signed at the Vatican Apostolic Palace

A Comprehensive Agreement between
the Holy See and the State of Palestine

On Friday 26 June, at the Vatican Apostolic
Palace, a Comprehensive Agreement was signed
between the Holy See and the State of Palestine.

The accord follows on the Basic Agreement
which was signed between the Holy See and the
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) on 15
February 2000 and is the result of the negoti-
ations undertaken by a bilateral working commis-
sion over the past number of years.

Archbishop Paul R. Gallagher, Secretary for
Relations with States, signed for the Holy See
and Dr Riad Al-Malki, Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, signed for the State of Palestine.

The following took part in the solemn act:
For the Holy See: Archbishop Giuseppe Laz-

zarotto, Apostolic Delegate to Jerusalem and
Palestine; Archbishop Antonio Franco, Apostolic
Nuncio; His Beatitude Fouad Twal, Patriarch of
Jerusalem for Latins; Msgr Antoine Camilleri,
Undersecretary for the Holy See’s Relations with
States; Fr Lorenzo Lorusso, O P, Undersecretary of
the Congregation for the Oriental Churches; Ms-
gr Alberto Ortega, Official of the Section for Re-
lations with States of the Secretariat of State; Ms-
gr Paolo Borgia, Official of the Section for Gen-

eral Affairs of the Secretariat of State; and Fr
Oscar Marzo, OFM, member of the Custody of
the Holy Land and Official of the Congregation
for the Oriental Churches.

For the State of Palestine: Dr Ramzi Khoury,
Advisor to the President, Deputy Head of the
Presidential Higher Committee on Church Affairs
in Palestine; Ambassador Issa Kassissieh, Repres-
entative of the State of Palestine to the Holy See;
Ambassador Rawan Sulaiman, Assistant Foreign
Minister for Multilateral Affairs; Mrs Vera
Baboun, Mayor of Bethlehem; Mr Moussa Abu
Hadeed, Mayor of Ramallah; Mr Ammar Hijazi,
Deputy Assistant Foreign Minister for Multilater-
al Affairs; Mr Azem Bishara, Legal Advisor of the
PLO; Mr Ammar Nisnas, Counselor of the Diplo-
matic Representation of the State of Palestine to
the Holy See.

The Agreement is comprised of a Preamble and
32 Articles distributed in 8 Chapters. It deals with
essential aspects of the life and activity of the
Catholic Church in the State of Palestine, while
reaffirming support for a negotiated and peaceful
resolution of the situation in the region.

The Agreement shall come into force when
both Parties have notified each other in writing
that the constitutional or internal requirements
for the coming into force of the Agreement have
been met.

Address of the Secretary for Relations with States

Courageous decisions
Speech by Minister of Foreign Affairs of the State of Palestine

An historic step
Your Excellency,
I would like, first and foremost, to
welcome you and your Delegation
to the Secretariat of State, on the
auspicious occasion of the signing
of the Comprehensive Agreement
between the Holy See and the State
of Palestine, which marks an im-
portant step on the path of good
relations which for some time have
happily existed between the Parties.

This present Agreement follows
on from the Basic Agreement
between the Holy See and the
Palestinian Liberation Organiza-
tion, which was signed on 15 Febru-
ary 2000. It is the result of the ne-
gotiations of a special Bilateral
Commission which has worked at
various levels over recent years, with
dedication and competence, in a
most cordial atmosphere.

In contrast with the earlier
Agreement, the present one is being
signed by the Holy See and the
State of Palestine; this is indicative
of the progress made by the
Palestinian Authority in recent
years, and above all of the level of
international support, which cul-
minated in the Resolution of the
General Assembly of the United
Nations of 29 November 2012,
which recognized Palestine as a
non-member Observer State at the
United Nations.

In this context, it is my hope that
the present Agreement may in some
way be a stimulus to bringing a
definitive end to the long-standing
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which
continues to cause suffering for
both Parties. I also hope that the
much desired two-State solution
may become a reality as soon as
possible. The peace process can
move forward only if it is directly

negotiated between the Parties, with
the support of the international
community. This certainly requires
courageous decisions, but it will
also offer a major contribution to
peace and stability in the region.

The Comprehensive Agreement,
while constituting an understanding
between two subjects of internation-
al law, basically concerns the life
and activity of the Church in
Palestine. In this respect, I am
pleased that juridical recognition is
clearly established and that guaran-
tees have been given for the work
of the Catholic Church and her in-
stitutions. Catholics do not seek
any privilege other than continued
cooperation with their fellow-
citizens for the good of society. I
am also pleased to say that the local
Church, which has been actively in-
volved in the negotiations, is satis-
fied with the goal attained and is
happy to see the strengthening of
its good relations with the civil Au-
thorities.

In the complex reality of the
Middle East, where in some coun-
tries Christians have even suffered
persecution, this Agreement offers a
good example of dialogue and co-
operation, and I earnestly hope that
this may serve as a model for other
Arab and Muslim majority coun-
tries. With this in mind, I would
like to emphasize the importance of
the chapter dedicated to freedom of
religion and freedom of conscience.

To conclude, may I once again
reaffirm the Holy See’s particular
solicitude for the Middle East and
for the Holy Land, and its joy at
the Agreement that has been
reached, which I am hopeful will
take effect without delay. Thank
you!

Your Excellency Archbishop Galla-
gher, Esteemed members of the del-
egations of the Holy See and the
State of Palestine,

We are pleased and honored to
have officially signed the Compre-
hensive Agreement between the
State of Palestine and the Holy See,
following a number of years of in-
tensive negotiations in a spirit of
partnership. This Agreement is an
historic agreement. It would have
not been possible without the sup-
port and personal dedication of
President Abbas, and the blessing
of His Holiness, Pope Francis, to
our efforts in this regard.

This Agreement builds on the
special relations between the State
of Palestine and the Holy See, and
expands further on the Basic Agree-
ment signed between the PLO and
the Holy See in the year 2000.

The Agreement is comprehensive.
Its provisions span the shared vis-
ion of the two Parties for peace and
justice in the region, the protection

of fundamental freedoms, the status
and protection of Holy Sites, and
the means of enhancing and fur-
thering the presence and activities
of the Roman Catholic Church in
the State of Palestine.

For the first time, the Agreement
includes an official recognition by
the Holy See of Palestine as a State,
in recognition of the right of the
Palestinian people to self-determin-
ation, freedom and dignity in an in-
dependent state of their own, free
from the shackles of occupation. It
also supports the vision for peace
and justice in the region in accord-
ance with international law and
based on two states, living side by
side in peace and security, on the
basis of the 1967 borders.

The Agreement reinforces our
bond with new and unprecedented
provisions related to the special
status of Palestine as the birthplace
of Christianity and as the cradle of

Minister Al-Malki and Archbishop Gallagher shake hands

CONTINUED ON PA G E 8
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The Holy Father to a delegation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate on the eve of the Feast of Sts Peter and Paul

Synodality and service

Patriarch Bartholomew to Pope Francis

Person to person

Dear Brothers in Christ,
It is with joy and heartfelt friend-
ship that I greet you and welcome
you to Rome on the feast of the
Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul,
principal patrons of this Church.
Your presence at the celebrations of
our feast testifies once again to the
deep relationship between the sister
Churches of Rome and Con-
stantinople, foreshadowed by the
bond which unites the respective
patron Saints of our Churches, the
Apostles Peter and Andrew, brothers
in blood and faith, united in
apostolic service and martyrdom.

I recall with gratitude the warm
welcome given to me at the Phanar
of my beloved brother, Bartho-
lomew, by the clergy and faithful of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, on the
feast of St Andrew last November.
The ecumenical prayer on the vigil
of the feast, and then the Divine
Liturgy in the Patriarchal Church of
St George, offered us the possibility
of together praising the Lord and
asking him with one voice for that
day to draw nearer when full, visible
communion between Orthodox and
Catholics may be reestablished. The
embrace of peace exchanged with
His Holiness was an eloquent sign
of that fraternal charity which en-
courages us along the path of recon-
ciliation, and which will enable us
one day to participate together at
the altar of the Eucharist.

Attaining that goal, towards
which we have set out together in
trust, represents one of my main
concerns, for which I do not cease
to pray to God. I hope, therefore,
that opportunities may increase for
meeting each other, for exchange
and cooperation among Catholic
and Orthodox faithful, in such a
way that as we deepen our know-
ledge and esteem for one another,
we may be able to overcome any

prejudice and misunderstanding that
may remain as a result of our long
separation. It is my desire that we
may be able to face, in truth but
also with a fraternal spirit, the diffi-
culties which still exist. In this way,
I wish also to renew my support for
the important work of the Joint In-
ternational Commission for Theological
Dialogue between the Catholic Church
and the Orthodox Church. The prob-
lems which we may encounter in the
course of our theological dialogue
must not lead us to discouragement
or resignation. The careful examina-
tion of how in the Church the prin-
ciple of synodality and the service of
the one who presides are articulated,
will make a significant contribution
to the progress of relations between
our Churches.

Dear brothers, as preparations for
the Pan-Orthodox Synod are in-
tensifying, I assure you of my pray-

ers and that of many Catholics, that
these extensive efforts may come to
fruition. I trust also in your prayers
for the Ordinary Assembly of the
Synod of Bishops of the Catholic
Church, on the theme of the family,
which will take place here in the
Vatican this coming October, at
which we are looking forward also
to the participation of a fraternal
delegate from the Ecumenical Patri-
a rc h a t e .

With regard to agreement and co-
operation on the most urgent issues,
I am pleased to recall that in the re-
cent conference that presented my
Encyclical Laudato Si’ on care for
our common home, the Patriarch
Bartholomew sent you, dear Metro-
politan John, to address the confer-
ence on this occasion.

I renew my gratitude for your
presence and for your cordial ex-
pressions of closeness. I ask you to

convey my fraternal greeting to His
Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew and
to the Holy Synod, together with
my most heartfelt appreciation for
having desired to send eminent rep-
resentatives to share our joy. Please
pray for me and for my ministry.

“Peace to all of you that are in
Christ!” (1 Pt 5:14).

The following is the address from the
Ecumenical Patriarch of Con-
stantinople, which was read to Pope
Francis for the Feast of Sts Peter and
Paul.

His Holiness and Beatitude Pope
Francis of Elder Rome: rejoice in
the Lord.

It is with delight and thanksgiv-
ing to the God in Trinity that we
hasten once again this year to con-
celebrate with you the sacred com-
memoration of the Chief among
the Apostles, Peter and Paul,
founders and protectors of your
most holy Church and unshakeable
pillars of the universal One, Holy,
Catholic and Apostolic Church of

Christ. We do so again herewith in
adherence to an already long and
blessed tradition of the exchange of
formal visits of Delegations from
our two ancient Churches during
one another’s Thronal feast as an
expression and manifestation of the
bond of love, which by God’s grace
holds us together, guiding our steps
to greater rapprochement between
us until the dawn of that much-
d e s i re d day of our unity in the
common faith of the Gospel and of
the Fathers in the same Chalice of
life.

Following this sacred custom,
this year we again recall with pro-
found sentiments and much gratit-
ude the great gift from God toward
our most holy Church of Con-
stantinople that was honored by
Your Holiness’ personal visit and
participation in the celebration of
our Thronal feast last year. This
communion person-to-person left
behind an indelible joy in our
heart, and so we would like to use
this occasion to express once more
the thanks of our Church and
ourselves personally in the hope
and wish that we shall again have
in the not too distant future the joy
of this personal communion with
each other.

The celebration of the Thronal
feast of our Churches is a reminder,
Your Holiness, of the very signific-
ant fact that, despite the regrettable
interruption of full communion
among us, both of our Churches
remain united in honoring the

memory of our common Saints,
who comprise the stable foundation
on which we are called to build full
union inasmuch as the Church of
Christ is essentially a communion
of Saints. This holds true especially
for the Chief among the Apostles,
Peter and Paul, who through their
preaching but also with their blood
invite us even today to increase our
efforts in order that our already ex-
isting communion in honoring the
Saints may as in the past become a
communion also in the body and
blood of the Leader of our Faith,
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Our efforts toward this sacred
goal are rendered for years in the
field of erasing theological differ-
ences, which have been accrued by
an entire millennium of estrange-
ment among our Churches, through
our ongoing Dialogue. We are
called to support this Dialogue
with all our strength by means of
active participation in the appropri-
ate Committee of the best theolo-
gical representatives at the disposal
of our Churches, so that this diffi-
cult work may continue beyond
political or other forms of motiva-
tions, particularly in the present
critical phase when we are examin-
ing the thorny issue of Primacy in
the Church.

However, as Your Holiness has
emphasized, our unity must be
sought and edified not only in our
common past, but also in the con-

CONTINUED ON PA G E 8

Reaching full unity, “represents one of my main concerns”,
the Pope said in an audience granted Saturday morning, 27
June, to a delegation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople, which was in Rome for the Solemnity of Sts
Peter and Paul. Accompanied by leaders of the Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian Unity, they were received by
the Pope in the Private Library of the Apostolic Palace.
Members of the delegation were Metropolitan Ioannis of

Pergamon, Metropolitan Maximos of Selyvria and
Protopresbyter Heikki Huttunen, bearing a message from the
Ecumenical Patriarch. In it Bartholomew recalled the Pope’s
“personal visit” and his “participation in the celebration of
our Thronal feast last year”. “This communion person-to-
person left behind an indelible joy in our heart”, he said.
The Pope then gave an address, of which the following is the
English text.



number 27, Friday, 3 July 2015 L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO page 6/7

On the Feast of Sts Peter and Paul, the Holy Father recalls the courage of the Apostles in the face of martyrdom

An angel at the door
Today too Christians are being subjected to every kind of persecution

Still today in many parts of the world
Christians are subjected to “a t ro c i o u s ,
inhuman and incomprehensible
p e rs e c u t i o n s ”, which are “often under the
silent gaze of all”. Pope Francis once
again denounced the violence which
continues to afflict believers, inviting
everyone to look to the example of the
apostles’ courage. “C o u ra g e ”, he explained
during his homily at the Mass he
celebrated in St Peter’s on Monday, 29
June, the Solemnity of Sts Peter and
Paul, “is carried forward the work of
evangelisation, free of fear of death and
m a r t y rd o m ”. The following is the English
text of the Holy Father’s homily.

The reading, taken from the Acts of the
Apostles, speaks to us of the first
Christian community besieged by per-
secution. A community harshly perse-
cuted by Herod who “laid violent
hands upon some who belonged to the
Church ... proceeded to arrest Peter
also ... and when he had seized him he
put him in prison” (12:1-4).

However, I do not wish to dwell on
these atrocious, inhuman and incom-
prehensible persecutions, sadly still
present in many parts of the world
today, often under the silent gaze of
all. I would like instead to pay homage
today to the courage of the Apostles
and that of the first Christian com-
munity. This courage carried forward
the work of evangelisation, free of fear
of death and martyrdom, within the so-
cial context of a pagan empire; their
Christian life is for us, the Christians of
today, a powerful call to prayer, to faith
and to witness.

appeared, and a light shone in the cell;
and he struck Peter on the side.... And
the chains fell off his hands” (12:6-7).

Let us think about how many times
the Lord has heard our prayer and sent
us an angel? An angel who unexpec-
tedly comes to pull us out of a difficult
situation? Who comes to snatch us
from the hands of death and from the
evil one; who points out the wrong
path; who rekindles in us the flame of
hope; who gives us tender comfort;
who consoles our broken hearts; who
awakens us from our slumber to the
world; or who simply tells us, “You are
not alone”.

that Day, and not only to me but also
to all who have loved his appearing” (2
Tim 4:6-8).

A Church or a Christian who does
not give witness is sterile; like a dead
person who thinks they are alive; like a
dried up tree that produces no fruit; an
empty well that offers no water! The
Church has overcome evil thanks to the
courageous, concrete and humble wit-
ness of her children. She has conquered
evil thanks to proclaiming with convic-
tion: “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God” (cf. Mt 16:13-18).

Dear Archbishops who today receive
the Pallium, it is a sign which repres-
ents the sheep that the shepherd carries
on his shoulders as Christ the Good
Shepherd does, and it is therefore a
symbol of your pastoral mission. The
Pallium is “a liturgical sign of commu-
nion that unites the See of Peter and
his Successor to the Metropolitans, and
through them to the other Bishops of
the world” (Benedict XVI, Angelus of 29
June 2005).

Today, by these Palliums, I wish to
entrust you with this call to prayer, to
faith and to witness.

The Church wants you to be men of
prayer, masters of prayer; that you may
teach the people entrusted to your care
that liberation from all forms of impris-
onment is uniquely God’s work and
the fruit of prayer; that God sends his
angel at the opportune time in order to
save us from the many forms of slavery
and countless chains of worldliness.

For those most in need, may you also
be angels and messengers of charity!

The Church desires you to be men
of faith, masters of faith, who can teach
the faithful not to be frightened of the
many Herods who inflict on them per-
secution with every kind of cross. No
Herod is able to banish the light of
hope, of faith, or of charity in the one
who believes in Christ!

The Church wants you to be men of
witness. St Francis used to tell his

brothers: “Preach the Gospel always,
and if necessary, use words!” (cf. Fra n -
ciscan sources, 43). There is no witness
without a coherent lifestyle! Today
there is no great need for masters, but
for courageous witnesses, who are con-
vinced and convincing; witnesses who
are not ashamed of the Name of Christ
and of His Cross; not before the roar-
ing lions, nor before the powers of this
world. And this follows the example of
Peter and Paul and so many other wit-
nesses along the course of the Church’s
history, witnesses who, yet belonging to
different Christian confessions, have
contributed to demonstrating and
bringing growth to the one Body of
Christ. I am pleased to emphasize this,
and am always pleased to do so, in the
presence of the Delegation of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate of Constantinople,
sent by my beloved brother Bartho-
lomew I.

This is not so straightforward: be-
cause the most effective and authentic
witness is one that does not contradict,
by behaviour and lifestyle, what is
preached with the word and taught to
others!

Teach prayer by praying, announce the
faith by believing; offer witness by living!

How many angels He places
on our path, and yet when we
are overwhelmed by fear, un-
belief or even euphoria, we
leave them outside the door,
just as happened to Peter
when he knocked on the door
of the house and the “maid
named Rhoda came to answer.
Recognizing Peter’s voice, in
her joy she did not open the
do or” (12:13-14).

No Christian community
can go forward without being
supported by persistent prayer!
Prayer is the encounter with
God, with God who never lets
us down; with God who is
faithful to his word; with God
who does not abandon his
children. Jesus asked himself:
“And will not God vindicate
his elect, who cry to him day
and night?” (Lk 18:7). In pray-
er, believers express their faith
and their trust, and God re-

At the Angelus the Pope speaks again about the heritage of the Apostles and asks the faithful to pray for his visit in Latin America

The foundation of Rome
After celebrating Mass, on the Feast of Sts
Peter and Paul, the Holy Father went to
the window overlooking St Peter’s Square
to lead the faithful in the recitation of the
An g e l u s .

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!
Today the Solemnity of Sts Peter and
Paul is celebrated, as you know, by the
universal Church, but particularly with
joy by the Church of Rome, because in
their witness, sealed in blood, she has
her very foundations. Rome bears spe-
cial appreciation and gratitude for
these men of God, who came from a
distant land to proclaim, at the cost of
their lives, the Gospel of Christ to
whom they were totally dedicated. The
glorious legacy of these two Apostles is
a source of spiritual pride for Rome
and, at the same time, it is a call to live
the Christian virtues, especially faith
and charity: faith in Jesus as Messiah
and Son of God, which Peter first pro-
fessed and Paul proclaimed to the Gen-
tiles; and charity, which this Church is
called to serve with a universal horizon.

In praying the Angelus, we connect
the memory of Sts Peter and Paul to
that of Mary, the living image of the
Church, the bride of Christ whom the
two Apostles “made fruitful by their
blo o d” (Entrance Antiphon in the Mass
of the Day). Peter knew Mary person-
ally and conversed with her, especially
in the days preceding Pentecost (cf.
Acts 1:14), and he was able to deepen
his understanding of the mystery of
Christ. Paul, in proclaiming the fulfill-

ment of the plan of salvation ‘in the
fullness of time,’ did not neglect to re-
member the ‘woman’ from whom the
Son of God was born in time (cf. Gal
4:4). In the evangelization of the two
Apostles here in Rome, there are also
the roots of the deep and secular devo-
tion of the Romans to the Virgin, in-
voked especially as Salus Populi Ro-
mani. Mary, Peter and Paul are our
travel companions on the quest for
God. They are our guides on the path
of faith and holiness. They direct us to
Jesus, urging us to do everything He
asks of us. Let us invoke their help,
that our hearts may always be open to
the inspirations of the Holy Spirit and
to an encounter with our brothers and
sisters.

In the Eucharistic Celebration, which
was carried out this morning in St
Pe t e r ’s Basilica, I blessed the Pallium
of Metropolitan Archbishops from vari-
ous parts of the world who were ap-
pointed in the last year. I renew my
greeting and my best wishes to them,
to their families and to those accompa-

nying them on this important occasion,
and I hope that the Pallium, while
strengthening the bonds of communion
with the See of Peter, be a stimulus for
ever more generous service to the
people entrusted to their zealous pas-
toral care. In the same liturgy I had the
pleasure of greeting members of a Del-
egation in Rome on behalf of the Ecu-
menical Patriarch, our beloved brother
Bartholomew I, in order to participate,
as they do every year, in the Feast of
Sts Peter and Paul. This presence too is
a sign of the existing brotherly bonds
between our Churches. Let us pray
that, among ourselves, we strengthen
the path to unity.

Our prayer today is especially for the
city of Rome, for its spiritual and ma-
terial well-being: may divine grace sus-
tain the whole of the Roman people,
that it may live in the fullness of Chris-
tian faith, testified to with the intrepid
ardour of Sts Peter and Paul. May the
Holy Virgin intercede for us, Queen of
the Apostles.

After the Angelus:

Dear brothers and sisters, I greet you
all, families, parishes, associations from
Italy and from many parts of the
world; but above all today I greet the
faithful of Rome, on the feast of the
Patron Saints of the City!

I greet the students of several Cath-
olic schools from the United States and
from Scotland.

I congratulate the artists who ar-
ranged this large, beautiful floral dis-
play, and I thank the “Pro Loco” of
Rome for sponsoring it. Thank you so
much!

Best wishes for the traditional fire-
works display that will take place to-
night at Castel Sant’Angelo, the pro-
ceeds from which will support a charity
initiative in the Holy Land and Coun-
tries of the Middle East.

Next week, from 5-13 July, I will
travel to Ecuador, Bolivia and
Paraguay. I ask you all to accompany
me in prayer, that the Lord may bless
my journey to the continent of Latin
America which is so dear to me, as you
can imagine. I express to the dear
people of Ecuador, Bolivia and
Paraguay my joy in visiting their home,
and I ask you, in a particular way, to
pray for me and for this visit, that the
Virgin Mary may give us the grace of
accompanying us all with her maternal
p ro t e c t i o n .

To all of you I wish a happy Feast.
Please don’t forget to pray for me.
Have a good lunch and a r r i v e rd e rc i .

“Sts Peter and Paul” by El Greco (1605-08, National Museum, Stockholm)

A call to prayer: the first community
was a Church at prayer: “Peter was
kept in prison; but earnest prayer for
him was made to God by the Church”
(Acts 12:5). And if we think of Rome,
the catacombs were not places to es-
cape to from persecution but rather,
they were places of prayer, for sanctify-
ing the Lord’s day and for raising up,
from the heart of the earth, adoration
to God who never forgets his sons and
daughters.

The community of Peter and Paul
teaches us that the Church at prayer is
a Church on her feet, strong, moving
forward! Indeed, a Christian who prays
is a Christian who is protected,
guarded and sustained, and above all,
who is never alone.

The first reading continues: “Sentries
before the door were guarding the pris-
on; and behold, an angel of the Lord

veals his closeness, also by giving us
the angels, his messengers.

A call to faith: in the second reading
St Paul writes to Timothy: “But the
Lord stood by me and gave me
strength to proclaim the word fully....
So I was rescued from the lion’s
mouth. The Lord will rescue me from
every evil and save me for his heavenly
Kingdom” (2 Tim 4:17-18). God does
not take his children out of the world
or away from evil but he does grant
them strength to prevail. Only the one
who believes can truly say: “The Lord
is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall
want” (Ps 23:1).

How many forces in the course of
history have tried, and still do, to des-
troy the Church, from without as well
as within, but they themselves are des-
troyed and the Church remains alive
and fruitful! She remains inexplicably

solid, so that, as St Paul says, she may
acclaim: “To him be glory for ever and
ever” (2 Tim 4:18).

Everything passes, only God re-
mains. Indeed, kingdoms, peoples, cul-
tures, nations, ideologies, powers have
passed, but the Church, founded on
Christ, notwithstanding the many
storms and our many sins, remains ever
faithful to the deposit of faith shown in
service; for the Church does not belong
to Popes, bishops, priests, nor the lay
faithful; the Church in every moment
belongs solely to Christ. Only the one
who lives in Christ promotes and de-
fends the Church by holiness of life,
after the example of Peter and Paul.

In the name of Christ, believers have
raised the dead; they have healed the
sick; they have loved their persecutors;
they have shown how there is no power
capable of defeating the one who has
the power of faith!

A call to witness: Peter and Paul, like
all the Apostles of Christ who in their
earthly life sowed the seeds of the
Church by their blood, drank the
L o rd ’s cup, and became friends of
Go d.

Paul writes in a moving way to
Timothy: “My son, I am already on the
point of being sacrificed; the time of
my departure has come. I have fought
the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith. From now
on there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will award to me on

Consigning the Pallium
At Mass on Monday, the faithful prayed for “violent people and sowers of
hate” with a special attention to “those who fight for the faith”. During the
celebration, the Holy Father consigned the Pallium to 42 new metropolitan
archbishops, four archbishops were unable to travel to Rome. This year Francis
did not impose the Pallium, rather he handed it to them after Mass in front of
the Chapel of the Pietà, where he had greeted each one before the celebration.
Instead the actual imposition will take place in their diocese with the faithful
by the papal representative in their country. This change was communicated by
Msgr Guido Marini, Master of Apostolic Ceremonies, on 12 January 2015
following the Holy Father’s decision to revise the rite, so as to underline the
a rc h b i s h o p s ’ link to the local Church.
Of the 46 new metropolitan archbishops, four are from Spain, three from
Germany and from Italy, two from India, from Ireland, from the United States
of America, from Mexico and from Slovenia; and one from Malaysia,
Argentina, the Philippines, Greece, Japan, Australia, Bolivia, Niger, Perú,
Cameroon, Paraguay, Tanzania, Haiti, Angola, Kenya, Senegal, Brazil, Erit re a ,
Equatorial Guinea, Indonesia, Dominican Republic, Malta, Martinica,
Hungary, Canada and Lithuania.
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An historic step

monolithic religions. It embodies
our shared values of freedom, dig-
nity, tolerance, co-existence, and
equality of all. This comes at a time
when extremism, barbaric violence,
and ignorance threaten the social
fabric and cultural identity of the
region and indeed of human herit-
age. At this backdrop, the State of
Palestine reiterates its commitment
to combat extremism, and to pro-
mote tolerance, freedom of con-
sciousness and religion, and to
equally safeguard the rights of all
its citizens. These are the values
and principles that reflect the be-
liefs and aspirations of the Palestini-
an people and its leadership, and
they are the pillars upon which we
continue to endeavor to establish
our independent and democratic
State.

This Agreement consolidates and
improves the current state of affairs,
in which the Roman Catholic
Church enjoys rights, privileges, im-
munities, and free access. It up-
holds the Church’s standing as an

important contributor to the lives of
many Palestinians.

This Agreement is the product of
a number of years of detailed and
exhaustive negotiations between
both of our teams, in a spirit of
friendship and partnership. I would
like to take this opportunity to ex-
tend our thanks and appreciation to
them and to all others who contrib-
uted to this effort, for their hard
work and commitment. In particu-
lar to the members of the Palestini-
an team composed of Ambassador
Rawan Sulaiman, Ambassador Issa
Kassissieh, Ammar Hijazi and
Azem Bishara, and to the team of
the Holy See, in particular Msgr
Antoine Camilleri, Archbishop Gi-
useppe Lazzarotto, Archbishop Ant-
onio Franco, Msgr Alberto Ortega,
and Fr Emil Salayta.

On behalf of President Abbas
and the Palestinian leadership, I
wish to reiterate the commitment of
the State of Palestine to implement
this historic agreement, in both let-
ter and spirit, and to further deepen
our partnership.

Congratulations and thank you.

CONTINUED FROM PA G E 4

Person to person

temporary reality lived in the world,
which invites us jointly to transmit
to modern man the message of the
Gospel about joy, hope and love.
Therefore, we personally greet the
recent Apostolic Exhortation of
Your Holiness to the world, namely
Evangelii Gaudium in 2013 and es-
pecially the Encyclical only days
ago and entitled Laudato Si’. The
latter filled us with immense satis-
faction, given that our most holy
Church of Constantinople was the
first in the Christian world to pro-
claim publicly the urgent need to
protect the natural environment,
which is deplorably threatened by
human greed, which we did
through the Encyclical of our late
predecessor Ecumenical Patriarch
Demetrios in 1989, as well as with a
series of conferences and other
activities initiated by our Modesty.

Wherefore, by together conveying
the message of the Gospel to the
contemporary world and the exist-
ential problems of concern to it, we
also approach one another in our

responsibility of continuing the
work of the saintly Apostles that we
honor, thereby manifesting through
our efforts that “they did not run
their course in vain” (Phil 2:16) and
that our faith “is declared
throughout the world” (Rom 1:8).

These personal thoughts and sen-
timents, together with our congratu-
latory fraternal wishes on the occa-
sion of the Thronal feast of Your
sister Church, will be brought to
Your Holiness by our Delegation
led by His Eminence Metropolitan
John of Pergamon, accompanied by
His Eminence Metropolitan Maxi-
mos of Selyvria and the Very Rever-
end Protopresbyter Heikki Huttun-
en, who will assure You of the
deepest feelings of love and great
honour of our most holy Church to
Your Holiness and Your most holy
Church. May the Protocoryphaeoi
Apostles, whom we honor together,
always intercede “for the stability of
the holy churches of God and for
the unity of all.” Amen.

June 19, 2015
Your Holiness’

Beloved brother in the Lord
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Pope Francis sends his condolences

Nerses Bedros XIX Tarmouni dies

Ordinary Public Consistory for the vote on several causes

Canonization on 18 October

Deep sadness at the sudden death of the
Patriarch of Cilicia for Armenians, His
Beatitude Nerses Bedros XIX Ta r m o u n i ,
was expressed by Pope Francis in a tele-
gram addressed to the Patriarchal Synod.
Joining the prayers of the ecclesial com-
munity, the Pontiff recalled the close col-
laboration instituted by the Patriarch,
pointing to the “recent declaration of St
Gregory of Narek as Doctor of the
C h u rc h ” as a highlight of their collabora-
tion. “I entrust to the merciful Father”
the telegram reads, “the soul of this de-
voted pastor who, as a priest dedicated
himself tirelessly to the service of the
communities for whom he was respons-
ible, and later, as bishop, carried out his
ministry with faith and zeal, first in Alex-
andria and then as Patriarch of Cilicia for
the Armenians”.

H.B. Nerses Bedros XIX Tarmouni died
on Thursday, 25 June in Beirut, after re-
cently undergoing a knee operation. On
Wednesday he had celebrated Mass for
the Order of Malta in the Cathedral of
the capital of Lebanon. Born in Cairo on
17 January 1940, he was ordained a priest
on 15 August 1965. He was elected Epar-
chial Bishop of Alexandria for Catholic
Armenians in Egypt and Sudan on 21
August 1989 and received his episcopal
ordination on 18 February 1990 from Pat-
riarch Kasparian. From 1992-97 he served
as general secretary of the Pastoral Coun-
cil of the Catholic Church of Egypt and
from 1993-95 as a member of the Council

of Armenian Bishops of the Patriarchal
Curia. He also headed the commission
for vocations.

On 7 October 1999 the Synod of the
Armenian Church elected him Patriarch
of Cilicia and he took the name Nerses
Bedros XIX . Enthroned the following 24
October, he received ecclesiastical com-
munion from John Paul II on 13
December. He took part in Pope Wo-
jtyła’s visits in Egypt (February 2000),
Jordan (March 2000), Syria (May 2001)
and Armenia (September 2001); as well
as Benedict XVI’s pilgrimage in Jordan
(May 2009) and his visit in Cyprus
(2009).

On Saturday, 27 June, Pope Francis held an Ordin-
ary Public Consistory for the canonization of
Blesseds Vincenzo Grossi, diocesan priest and
founder of the Institute of the Daughters of the
Oratory; Mary of the Immaculate Conception, wo-
man religious and superior general of the Congrega-
tion of the Sisters of the Company of the Cross; and
married couple: Louis Martin, layman and father;
and Marie-Azélie Guérin, laywoman and mother.

The Holy Father arrived around 10 am in the
Consistory Hall of the Apostolic Palace where he

Louis Bruguès, Archivist and Librarian of Holy Ro-
man Church, and Archbishop Marcello Bartolucci,
Secretary of the Congregation for the Causes of
Saints, with Fr Turek Bogusław, Undersecretary of
the same dicastery, and Bishop Fabio Fabene, Un-
dersecretary of the Synod of Bishops.

Then the celebration of Terce followed with the
readings of Psalms 118 and 44 and the proclamation
of the lectio brevis from the Prophet Daniel (6:27b-
28a). Then Cardinal Angelo Amato, Prefect of the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints, the pleading
of the causes, preceded by a reading of a short bio-
graphy of each blessed in Italian.

The Bishop of Rome, after receiving the cardinals’
counsel, decided to inscribe the four blesseds in the
list of saints. The date chosen for the canonization is
18 October of this year.

Subsequently the Master of Apostolic Ceremonies,
Msgr Guido Marini, invited Msgr Leonardo Sapi-
enza, Apostolic Protonotary, to draft the public in-
strument ad perpetuam rei memoriam.

Then around 10:20 Pope Francis stayed with the
cardinals to continue their discussion.

was awaited by more than
40 cardinals, including An-
gelo Sodano, Dean of the
College of Cardinals, and
Pietro Parolin, Secretary of
State. Also present were
Archbishop Georg Gäns-
wein, Prefect of the Ponti-
fical Household; Archbish-
op Paul Richard Gallagher,
Secretary for Relations with
State; Archbishop Jean-

With Francis
at the end
of Mass for
the centenary
of the
Ar m e n i a n
m a r t y rs
(12 April
2015)
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To future diplomatic representatives of the Holy See the Pope speaks of true authority is charity

Human bridges
The Holy See diplomatic representatives
must become “bridges”. This was
emphasized by the Holy Father to the
members of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical
Academy on Thursday morning, 25
June, in the Consistory Hall. The
following is a translation of the Pope’s
address, which was given in Italian.

Dear Brothers,
I receive you at the end of the year
of study and community life. We
thank the Lord for this time He has
given you to be formed and to grow
together in the service of the
Church. I express my heartfelt grat-
itude to the President, Archbishop
Giampiero Gloder, as well as to all
those that, in different offices and
various ways, collaborate in your
cultural and spiritual formation, and
in the ordered and serene develop-
ment of your life at the Academy. I
gladly take this opportunity to thank
you for having put your life at the
disposition of the Church and of the
Holy See, and I encourage you to
continue on the path undertaken
with joy and serenity, it’s not easy. I
would like to underscore some
points of this your path.

First of all, your mission: you are
preparing yourselves to represent the

“Remember Jesus Christ” (2 Tim
2:8), Paul said to his disciple. Do
not forget Jesus Christ, who is at the
beginning of your path. The specific
preparation that the Academy offers
you is aimed at increasing the realit-
ies that you will encounter, loving
them even in the insufficiency that
perhaps they demonstrate. You are
preparing yourselves, in fact, to be-
come “bridges”, pacifying and integ-

cline. Seek men of God, fatherly
with those that are entrusted to
Him; dissatisfied with the world be-
cause they are aware of its “p enul-
timacy” and with the profound cer-
tainty that in any case it will always
remain needy of what it seems to
scorn.

Dear Brothers, the mission to
which you will be called one day to
carry out will take you to all parts of
the world. Europe is in need of an
awakening; Africa is thirsty for re-
conciliation; Latin America is
hungry for nourishment and interi-
ority; North America is intent on re-
discovering the roots of an identity
that is not defined by exclusion;
Asia and Oceania are challenged by
the capacity to ferment in diaspora
and to dialogue with the vastness of
ancestral cultures.

In leaving you these reflections, I
thank you for your much appreci-
ated visit and I exhort you not to al-
low yourselves to be discouraged by
the difficulties that you will inevit-
ably encounter. Be certain of the
help and support of the Lord, who
is always faithful to us! I promise to
accompany you with my prayer, but
I ask you also, please, to pray for
me. May Our Lady follow you on
your path and in your preparation,
may she teach you profound love for
the Church which will be so neces-
sary and profitable for you in the
mission that awaits you. Your whole
life is at the service of the Gospel
and the Church. Never forget it!

With these wishes and exhorta-
tions, I invoke upon you, upon your
formators and teachers, upon the
Sisters — thank you for coming —
and upon all the staff, the abund-
ance of the Holy Spirit’s gifts while
I truly bless you from my heart.

Let us pray the Angelus togeth-
e r. . .

Audience with the Grand Master of
the Sovereign Military Order of Malta

On Thursday, 25 June, Pope Francis received the Prince and Grand Master of the Sovereign
Military Order of Malta, Fra’ Matthew Festing, and his entourage.

“In order to best carry out this mission, it
is necessary to put down the attitude of a
judge and to put on the clothing of a
pedagogue, of he who is capable of drawing
from the Churches and from their ministers
the potentialities of goodness that God does
not fail to sow”

I urge you not to expect ready
ground, but to take courage and
plough it with your own two hands
— without tractors or other more ef-
ficient tools which we can never be
sure of. Prepare the ground
yourselves for the sowing, and wait
with God’s patience for the harvest,
of which perhaps you may not be
the beneficiaries; do not fish in
aquariums or farms, but have the
courage to move away from the
safety of what is already known and
cast your nets and fishing rods out
into less predictable places. Don’t
grow used to eating packaged fish.

The mission of the Papal Repres-
entatives requires searching for au-
thentic pastors, with restlessness for
God and the mendicant persever-
ance of the Church, which never
tires and knows that they exist, be-
cause God won’t allow them to run
short. Seek, guided not by external
prescriptions but by the interior
compass with which one orients
one’s vocation as pastor, with the ex-
acting measure that one must apply
to oneself so as not to get lost in de-

descension — namely the abasement
— of her Teacher. The charity of
Christ is the true authority of the
Church of Rome, there is no other.
This is the only strength that
renders her universal and credible to
mankind and the world; this is the
heart of her truth, which does not
erect walls of division and exclusion,
but makes herself a bridge that
builds communion and calls the hu-
man race to unity; this is her secret
power, which nourishes her tena-
cious hope, invincible despite mo-
mentary defeats.

One cannot represent someone
without reflecting his features,
without evoking his face. Jesus says:
“He who has seen me has seen the
Fa t h e r ” (Jn 14:9). You are not called
to be high officials of a State, a su-
perior, self-preserving caste and
pleasing to worldly drawing-rooms,
but to be custodians of a truth that
profoundly sustains those that pro-
pose it, and not the contrary. It is
important that you not allow
yourselves to become withered by
continuous transfers, rather, you
must cultivate deep roots, guard the
living memory of the reason you
have undertaken your path. Do not
allow yourselves to be emptied by
cynicism, or permit that the face of
Him who is at the root of your
course fade, or confuse the voice
that gave origin to your journey.

rating in prayer and in spiritual
combat, the tendencies to affirm
oneself above others, the presumed
superiority of the gaze that impedes
access to the essence of the reality,
the presumption of already knowing
enough. To do this it is necessary
not to transport, in the realm in
which one works, one’s schemes of
understanding, one’s cultural para-
meters, one’s ecclesial background.

The service to which you will be
called requires protecting the free-
dom of the Apostolic See that, in
order not to betray its mission be-
fore God and for the true good of
men, cannot allow itself to be im-
prisoned by the logic of groups, be
taken hostage by the calculating di-
vision of factions, be content by the
division between consuls, submit
oneself to political powers and allow
oneself to be colonized by strong
thoughts in vogue or mainstream il-
lusory hegemony. You are called to
seek, in the Churches and in the
peoples in the midst of which they
live and serve, the good that must
be encouraged. In order to best
carry out this mission, it is necessary
to put down the attitude of a judge
and to put on the clothing of a ped-
agogue, of he who is capable of
drawing from the Churches and
from their ministers the potentialities
of goodness that God does not fail
to sow.

Holy See to the Com-
munity of Nations
and in the local
Churches to which
you will be destined.
The Holy See is the
see of the Bishop of
Rome, the Church
that presides in char-
ity, which is not seated
in the vain pride of
herself, but in the
daily courage of con-
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The Holy See’s statement at the United Nations

The answer to terrorism
cannot be a military response

The following is a statement by Arch-
bishop Silvano M. Tomasi, Permanent
Observer of the Holy See to the United
Nations and Other International Or-
ganizations, in Geneva at the 29th
Session of the Human Rights Council
Panel on the Effects of Terrorism on
the Enjoyment by All Persons of Hu-
man Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms on 30 June.

Mr President,
The Holy See is grateful to the

Human Rights Council for devoting
a special panel of this 29th Session
to discuss the effects of terrorism on
the enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms. In particular,
we acknowledge the thorough and
enlightening report of the Special
Rapporteur. Terrorism is a terrible
reality that is affecting all parts of
the globe, destroying countless lives,
threatening societies and annihilat-
ing cultures and their histories.
Sadly, one must admit that the inter-

rorism and the impunity which its
proponents enjoy, we can say that
there is also a “globalization of ter-
ro r i s m ”. Developing from “a sub-
versive strategy typical of certain ex-
tremist organizations, aimed at the
destruction of material goods or the
killing of people, terrorism has now
become a shadowy network of polit-
ical collusion” (Compendium of Cath-
olic Social Teaching, n. 513), in which
antagonistic political powers are
tempted to play a role by supplying
resources of modern technology, ad-
vanced weaponry and financing to
these terrorist organizations. A situ-
ation is thus created where the posit-
ive political will of the major players
is required in order to address and
resolve the problem of global terror-
ism and its disastrous effects.

Mr President, the tragic humanit-
arian and social effects of terrorism
are already well known. In the first
place, the gravest violation is com-
plete contempt for innocent human

national community faces the chal-
lenge of responding to the influx of
refugees fleeing these troubled areas
to find a safe haven. Those receiving
countries must not only be lauded
for their willingness to provide pro-
tection, but they too need the assist-
ance of the international community
to deal with the humanitarian crisis
so as to avoid the eruption of fur-
ther problems on their own soil. Ter-
rorism also facilitates trafficking of
persons and weapons, thus creating
a black market for human com-
merce. Where terrorism has effect-
ively taken hold, irreparable social
and cultural damage has been done
that will resonate through future
generations. By destroying the infra-
structure of cities and regions, espe-
cially by attacking government
buildings, schools and religious in-
stitutions, terrorism literally brings a
society to its knees. In addition the
demolition of cultural and ancient
sites by terrorists threatens to anni-

some cases using terrorism as an ex-
cuse, are preoccupied with national
security and counterterrorism efforts,
some of which also infringe upon
the enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms. This shows
that the political instability and frag-
mentation caused by terrorism cre-
ates an equal and opposite reaction
with serious political consequences.
In this sense, collaborative effort on
the part of the international com-
munity is all the more necessary. Ef-
forts to reach a mutual approach to
fighting terrorism must always give
priority to the victims of terrorism;
financial, political or ideological
motives should never take preced-
ence over coming to a unified vision
as to how the plague of terrorism
should be combatted.

The most obvious way in which
terrorism can influence the political
process is by bringing about changes
in public opinion, which Govern-
ments then tend to take into account

national community has not
always been effective in pre-
venting and curbing terror-
ism, especially in the Middle
East and different parts of
Africa. Since 2000, the
world has witnessed a stag-
gering 500% increase in the
number of victims of terror-
ists attacks. In particular, the
past two years have seen a
startling increase in the body
count of innocent victims at
the hands of ISIS and Boko
Haram groups, among many
others. In 2013, for example,
82% of those victims were
killed in just five countries:
Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Nigeria and Syria. While
considering the negative ef-
fects of terrorism on the en-
joyment of human rights
and fundamental freedoms,
we should also be clear in

when formulating their
policies. It can be very hard
for Governments to resist
the pressure from public
opinion for a strong reaction
in the wake of a terrorist at-
tack. The impact of terror-
ism on public opinion,
however, is not as straight-
forward or predictable as
one might imagine. There is
no uniform public response
to a terrorist attack. Nor do
terrorist attacks necessarily
change people’s political
opinions. The greater
p eople’s confidence in their
own values, the less likely
they are to change as a result
of a major event, like a ter-
rorist attack. Finally, the role
and the power of media in
forming and informing pub-
lic opinion when addressing
terroristic events are of the

our reasoning that these effects will
continue, and indeed will become
worse, if the causes of terrorism are
not clearly and swiftly addressed by
the national States concerned and
the international community (cf.
Global Report on Terrorism for
2013).

Mr President, the Holy See Del-
egation would like to denounce
most especially terrorist acts carried
out in the name of religion. As Pope
Francis states, “Religious funda-
mentalism, even before it eliminates
human beings by perpetrating hor-
rendous killings, eliminates God
himself, turning him into a mere
ideological pretext” (Pope Francis,
Address to the Members of the Diplo-
matic Corps Accredited to the Holy See,
12 January 2015). Terrorism is a
political means to influence behavior
and to reach objectives through fear.
Acts of terrorism cause the destruc-
tion of human rights, political
freedoms and the rule of law. Terror-
ism is the antithesis of the shared
values and commitments which serve
as the basis for peaceful coexistence
domestically and internationally. In-
deed, with the proliferation of ter-

life, the basic right upon which all
other human rights are founded. “As
such, there is an obligation on the
part of the State to protect the right
to life of every person within its ter-
ritory and no derogation from this
right is permitted, even in times of
public emergency” (OHCHR, “Hu-
man Rights, Terrorism and Counter-
Te r ro r i s m ”, Fact Sheet n. 32, p. 8).
Since terrorism does not recognize
the dignity of its victims, there re-
mains no other basis or logic by
which the other fundamental rights
and freedoms of the human person
will be respected. As such, we see a
sort of “domino effect”, namely,
once you deny a person his/her
right to life, you abuse other funda-
mental rights, including the right to
freedom of belief and worship, the
right to expression and freedom of
conscience, the right to education
and the right to be treated with
equal dignity as any other citizen of
a nation, despite difference in reli-
gion, social and economic status,
language or ethnicity.

Due to the violence of new forms
of terrorism and the breach of inter-
national humanitarian law, the inter-

hilate the history of cultures and
populations. Such destruction cre-
ates the breeding grounds for more
violent extremism, thus continuing
the vicious circle of violence
propagating further violence.

Mr President, apart from the dev-
astating social and humanitarian ef-
fects which, in reality, are much
more immediate and concrete, the
ongoing negative political effects of
terrorism will continue to resonate,
in many ways in an unforeseeable
manner for generations yet to come.
The political impact of terrorism is
multifaceted and the parties occultly
facilitating or supporting, financially
or otherwise, terrorist activity for ul-
terior political agendas are not al-
ways so clearly identified. Neverthe-
less, it can hardly be doubted that
terrorism has political effects and in-
fluences the political process, at least
in democratic and partially demo-
cratic states. In addition to creating
an environment of political instabil-
ity for the countries and regions
which suffer the most from terror-
ism, the political effect on a global
level continues to grow. Govern-
ments throughout the world, in

utmost importance.
Mr President, the Holy See is

deeply convinced that terrorism, es-
pecially those forms that derive from
religious extremism, must be con-
fronted with concerted political ef-
forts by all players, especially by all
the local and regional parties in-
volved, as well as by the major inter-
national players, whose role is indis-
pensable in negotiating and finding
a viable solution, diplomatic or oth-
erwise, to protect life and the future
stability of the regions touched by
terrorism. The response to terrorism
cannot be merely by way of military
action. Political participation, fair
and just legal systems, and cutting
all forms of public and private sup-
port for terrorism are means not
only to respond, but also to prevent,
terrorism. It is also important to re-
member the positive obligation that
States have to undertake in order to
protect their citizens and, where that
is not possible, to collaborate with
other regional authorities in order to
address the threats posed by terrorist
g ro u p s .

Thank you, Mr President.
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Francis recalls Jan Hus and urges the study of historical truth

From contention
to dialogue

Dear Friends,
I welcome you, distinguished rep-
resentatives of the Czechoslovak
Hussite Church and of the Evangel-
ical Church of Czech Brethren, who
have come to Rome to celebrate a
Liturgy of Reconciliation at the
tombs of the Apostles Peter and
Paul on the occasion of the 600th
anniversary of the Reformer Jan
Hus. I address a cordial greeting to
Cardinal Miloslav Vlk.

This meeting gives us the oppor-
tunity to renew and deepen the re-
lations between our communities.
In obedience to the will of the Lord
Jesus, who on the eve of his Passion
and death prayed to the Father for
the unity of his disciples (cf. Jn
17:21), we have the duty to promote
increasing mutual knowledge and
active collaboration. Many disputes
of the past beg to be revisited in
the light of the new context in
which we live, and agreements and
concurrences will only be reached if
we address the traditional issues of
conflict with a new view. Above all,
we cannot forget that our shared
profession of faith in God the Fath-
er, in the Son and in the Holy Spir-
it, in which we were baptized,
already unites us in bonds of genu-
ine fraternity.

Six centuries have passed since
the day that the renowned preacher
and Rector of the University of
Prague, Jan Hus, died tragically.
Previously in 1999, St John Paul II,
in an intervening international sym-
posium dedicated to this memor-
able figure, expressed his “p ro f o u n d
regret for the cruel death inflicted
[on him],” and he numbered him
among the Reformers of the
Church. In the light of this ap-
proach, the study must continue on
the person and activity of Jan Hus,
who for a long time was the subject
of contention among Christians,
however today he has become a
reason for dialogue. This research,
carried out without conditioning of
an ideological type, will be an im-
portant service to the historical
truth, to all Christians and to the

whole society, even beyond the
boundaries of your Nation.

The Second Vatican Council
stated: the “renewal of the Church”,
which “essentially consists in an in-
crease of fidelity to her own calling
... Church renewal therefore has
notable ecumenical importance”
(Unitatis Redintegratio, 6). Today, in
particular, the need for a new evan-
gelization of so many men and wo-
men that seem indifferent to the
joyful news of the Gospel, renders
urgent the duty of renewal of every
ecclesial structure, in order to foster
the positive response from all those
to whom Jesus offers his friendship
(cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii
Gaudium, 27). And the visible com-
munion among Christians will
surely render the proclamation more
c re d i b l e .

Responding to Christ’s call to
continuous conversion, of which we
are all in need, we can move for-
ward together on the path of recon-
ciliation and peace. Along this path
we learn, by the grace of God, to
recognize one another as friends
and to consider others’ motivations
in the best possible light. Through
this connection, I hope the bond of
friendship will be developed also at
the level of the local and parish
communities.

With these sentiments, I unite
myself spiritually to the Penitential
Liturgy that you will celebrate here
in Rome. May God, rich in mercy,
grant us the grace to acknowledge
ourselves all sinners and to be able
to forgive one another; I assure you
of my prayer and I ask all of you,
please, to pray for me and for my
ministry. Thank you.

Continue to study “the person and activity of Jan Hus”, “who for a long time
was the subject of contention among Christians, however today he has become a
reason for dialogue”. The Pope said this to representatives of the Church in the
Czech Republic, of the Czechoslovak Hussite Church and of the Evangelical
Church of Czech Brethren on Monday, 15 June, who were participating in the
meeting on the sixth centenary of Hus’ death. The following is a translation of
the Holy Father’s address, which was given in Italian.

The Pope to athletes from Special Olympics Italia

No one is excluded
Sport as an experience of promotion
and growth, even in the face of frailty.
Pope Francis spoke of this on Friday
morning, 19 June, receiving in
audience a delegation of athletes with
mental disabilities from Special
Olympics Italia who will participate
in the World Games in Los Angeles.
The following is a translation of the
Pope’s address, which was delivered in
Italian.

Dear Friends,
Welcome, and thank you for want-
ing this meeting before the World
Games in Los Angeles, in which
you will participate at the end of
July. I hope you have a wonderful
a d v e n t u re !

The world of sport is usually re-
garded by the Church with trust
and attention, because she knows
that together it is possible to work
to bring back to sport its true
meaning: an educational, playful,
recreational sense; and also its cul-
tural and social dignity. You know
it well, you who have chosen sport
as an experience of promotion and
growth, in the presence of a condi-
tion of frailty and limitation. In-
deed, the plan of Special Olympics
includes — by its Charter — p eople
with different abilities to improve
their quality of life.

It is beautiful and significant that
children and adults find in sports
training and in participating in even
international competitions an in-
centive to live their life to the
fullest. It is surely a challenge. And
you have accepted it and you have
“taken the field”! I encourage you
to remain committed to helping one
another discover your potential and
to love life, to appreciate it with all
its limitations and especially in all
its beauty. Never forget beauty: the
beauty of life, the beauty of sport,
that beauty which God has given
us. Sport is a very suitable path for
this discovery, to open ourselves, to
go outside of our own walls and get
in the game. This is how we learn
to participate, to overcome, to
struggle together. And all this helps
us to become active members of so-
ciety and also of the Church; and it

helps society itself and the Church
to overcome all forms of discrimina-
tion and exclusion.

Please, remain loyal to this ideal
of sport! Do not let yourselves be
“infected” by the false culture of
sport, that of economic success, of
victory at all cost, of individualism.
It is important to rediscover “ama-
teur” sport, the one without pay,
sport for the sake of sport. Sport
must instead be safeguarded and
protected as an experience of hu-
man values, of competition yes, but
in loyalty, in solidarity. Dignity for
every person: always! Let no one
feel excluded from playing sport.
And to achieve this objective it
takes generous action and agree-
ment of the various institutional
and social organizations.

I hope you experience the up-
coming World Championships in a
joyful, enthusiastic, peaceful way.
Have fun and make beautiful
friendships with brothers and sisters
from around the world! Upon each
one of you, on your family mem-
bers and on those who are accom-
panying you in this sporting adven-
ture I invoke the Lord’s blessing.
And you, please, do not forget to
pray for me. Thank you.

[Blessing]

VAT I C A N BULLETIN
CONTINUED FROM PA G E 2

The Holy Father accepted the resignation of Bishop
Pierre Farine, titular Bishop of Traù, from his office as
Auxiliary of the Diocese of Lausanne, Geneva and Fri-
bourg, Switzerland. It was presented in accord with
cann. 401 § 1 and 411 of the Code of Canon Law (30
June).

SE C R E TA R I AT FOR CO M M U N I C AT I O N S

Following the Apostolic Letter issued Motu Proprio, 27
June 2015, the Holy Father appointed the following as
members of the Secretariat for Communications:

— Prefect: Bishop Dario Edoardo Viganò, Director of
Vatican Television Centre;

— Secretary: Msgr Lucio Adrian Ruiz, Head of the
Vatican Internet Service;

— Director General: Dr Paolo Nusiner, Director Gen-
eral of Avvenire, Nuova Editoriale Italiana;

— Vice-Director General: Dr Giacomo Ghisani, Head
of the International Relations and Legal Affairs Office
of the Vatican Radio and Member of the Administrat-
ive Council of the Vatican Television Centre.

OR I E N TA L CHURCHES

The Holy Father appointed the following as members
of the said Congregation: Cardinal Péter Erdő, Arch-
bishop of Esztergom-Budapest; Cardinal Thomas Ch-
ritopher Collins, Archbishop of Toronto; Cardinal Ri-
cardo Blázquez Pérez, Archbishop of Valladolid; Arch-
bishop Menghesteab Tesfamariam, M C C J, of Asmara;
Archbishop Fülöp Kocsis, of Hajdúdorog for Catholics
of the Byzantine rite (27 June).

NECROLO GY

H.B. Nerses Bedros XIX Tarmouni Patriarch of Cilicia
for Armenians, at age 75 (25 June).
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At the Angelus a new appeal for an integral ecology

On behalf of life
On Sunday, 28 June, the Pope
launched an appeal “to promote life in
every situation”. After the Holy Father
prayed the Angelus with the faithful in
St Peter’s Square, he encouraged
collaboration in the promotion of an
integral ecology. The following is a
translation of the Holy Father’s words
which were delivered in Italian.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!
To day’s Gospel presents the account
of the resurrection of a young, 12-
year-old girl, the daughter of a one
of the leaders of the synagogue, who
falls at Jesus’ feet and beseeches
him: “My little daughter is at the
point of death. Come and lay your
hands on her, so that she may be
made well, and live” (Mk 5:23). In
this prayer we hear the concern of
every father for the life and well-
b eing of his child. We also hear the
great faith which that man has in Je-
sus. And when news arrives that the
little girl is dead, Jesus tells him:
“Do not fear, only believe” (v. 36).
These words from Jesus give us
courage! And He frequently also
says them to us: “Do not fear, only
b elieve”. Entering the house, the
Lord sends away all those who are
weeping and wailing and turns to
the dead girl, saying: “Little girl, I
say to you, arise” (v. 41). And imme-
diately the little girl rose and began
to walk. Here we see Jesus’ absolute
power over death, which for Him is
like a dream from which one can
awaken.

The Evangelist inserts another
episode in this account: the healing
of a woman who had been bleeding
for 12 years. Because of this ailment,
which, according to the culture of
the time, rendered her “i m p u re ”, she

was forced to avoid all human con-
tact. The poor woman was con-
demned to a civic death. In the
midst of a the crowd following Je-
sus, this unknown woman says to
herself: “If I touch even his gar-
ments, I shall be made well” (v. 28).
And thus it happened. The need to
be freed urges her to dare and her
faith “snatches”, so to speak, healing
from the Lord. She who believes
“touches” Jesus and draws from
Him a saving grace. This is faith: to
touch Jesus is to draw from Him the
grace that saves. It saves us, it saves
our spiritual life, it saves us from so
many problems. Jesus notices and,
in the midst of the people, looks for
the woman’s face. She steps forward
trembling and He says to her:
“Daughter, your faith has made you
well” (v. 34). It is the voice of the
heavenly Father who speaks in Je-
sus: “Daughter, you are not cursed,
you are not excluded, you are my
child!”. And every time Jesus ap-
proaches us, when we go forth from

Him with faith, we feel this from the
Father: “Child, you are my son, you
are my daughter! You are healed. I
forgive everyone for everything. I
heal all people and all things.

These two episodes — a healing
and a resurrection — share one core:
faith. The message is clear, and it
can be summed up in one question:
do we believe that Jesus can heal us
and can raise us from the dead? The
entire Gospel is written in the light
of this faith: Jesus is risen, He has
conquered death, and by his victory
we too will rise again. This faith,
which for the first Christians was
sure, can tarnish and become uncer-
tain, to the point that some may
confuse resurrection with reincarna-
tion. The Word of God this Sunday
invites us to live in the certainty of
the Resurrection: Jesus is the Lord,
Jesus has power over evil and over
death, and He wants to lead us to
house of the Father, where life
reigns. And there we will all meet
again, all of us here in this square
today, we will meet again in the
house of the Father, in the life that
Jesus will give us.

The Resurrection of Christ acts in
history as the principle of renewal
and hope. Anyone who is desperate
and tired to death, if he entrusts
himself to Jesus and to his love, can
begin to live again. And to begin a
new life, to change life is a way of
rising again, of resurrecting. Faith is
a force of life, it gives fullness to our
humanity; and those who believe in
Christ must acknowledge this in or-
der to promote life in every situ-
ation, in order to let everyone, espe-
cially the weakest, experience the
love of God who frees and saves.

Let us ask the Lord, through the
intercession of the Virgin Mary, for
the gift of a strong and courageous
faith, that might urge us to be dif-
fusers of hope and life among our
brothers and sisters.
After the Angelus:

Dear brothers and sisters, I ad-
dress my greeting to all of you, Ro-
mans and pilgrims! I greet in partic-
ular the participants in the march:
“One earth, one human family”. I en-
courage collaboration among people
and associations of different reli-
gions for the promotion of an integ-
ral ecology. I thank FO CSIV, Our
Voices and the other organizers, and

I send my best wishes for the work
of the young people of various
Countries who, in these days, are
gathering on the care of our com-
mon home.

I greet the Guides, that is, women-
scouts. They are very good, these
women, very good, and they do so
much good! These women-scouts
are taking part in the International
Catholic Conference and I renew my
encouragement to them.

I greet the faithful of Novoli, the
polyphonic choir of Augusta, chil-
dren of several parishes in Padua
who have recently been confirmed;
the “Grandparents of Sydney”, an
association of elderly emigrants to
Australia who have gathered here
with their grandchildren; the chil-
dren of Chernobyl and the families
of the East and of Ospedaletto who
are hosting them.

I wish everyone a good Sunday
and a good lunch. Please, do not
forget to pray for me. Ar r i v e d e rc i !

Benedict XVI leaves for
Castel Gandolfo

On Tuesday, 30 June, Pope Francis went to Benedict XVI’s residence in
the Vatican Gardens to greet him and wish him a good stay in Castel
Gandolfo, where the Pope emeritus will be on holiday for two weeks,
coming back to the Vatican on 14 July. Arriving at about 10 am, Francis
was welcomed at the door by Benedict XVI, who was with Archbishop
Gänswein, Prefect of the Papal Household. The Pope emeritus invited
him inside for a brief private chat, which lasted about 20 minutes. Bene-
dict XVI then accompanied him to the door and bade farewell from the
entrance.

Pope Francis
expresses his

closeness to the
people of Greece

“The news from Greece regarding
the economic and social situation
of the country is worrying. The
Holy Father wishes to convey his
closeness to all the Greek people,
with a special thought for the
many families gravely beset by
such a complex and keenly felt
human and social crisis”. With
these words the Director of the
Holy See Press Office, Fr Fed-
erico Lombardi, highlighted the
Pontiff’s concern for the country
on Wednesday, 1 July. “The dig-
nity of the human person”, he
said, “must remain at the centre
of any political and technical de-
bate, as well as in the taking of
responsible decisions”. Pope
Francis “invites all the faithful to
unite in prayer for the good of
the beloved Greek people”, he
concluded.


