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At the General Audience the Pope recalls his Apostolic Journey to Cuba and the United States of America

Seeking to build bridges
And he asks for prayers as the Church prepares for the Synod on the family

Inflight interview

The challenge of
the Church

Close to
the people

GI O VA N N I MARIA VIAN

The Church’s current challenge is
the same as it has always been: to
accompany people as they grow,
in their joys and in their diffi-
culties. This was among the re-
sponses given by Pope Francis
during the in-flight interview on
the return from his third Americ-
an journey, this time to Cuba and
the United States. In other
words, in Washington, D C, New
York City and Philadelphia, the
Pope encountered a Church that
is close to the people, a Catholic
community that with a variety of
accents gave Bergoglio a “very
heartfelt” welcome. A community
with patent warmth and affection,
belying preconceptions and per-
haps prejudicial and unfounded
analyses.

The Pope stated that he had
seen in the U.S. Church a vitality
grounded in prayer, and in Phil-
adelphia he spoke of the need to
better appreciate the contribution
of the laity, especially of women.
He even repeated again to journ-
alists the unfettered praise he had
accorded to women religious in
New York, because, he said, sisters
in the United States have done
wonderful things and the people
love them as a result. The Pontiff
expressed support to bishops as
true pastors, and his words were
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“From Cuba to the United States of
America: it was a symbolic passage, a
bridge that thanks be to God is being
re b u i l t ”. On Wednesday morning, 30
September, the Holy Father reflected on
his recent Apostolic Journey abroad at
the General Audience. The following is
a translation of the Pope’s catechesis,
which was delivered in Italian.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!
To day’s audience will be held in two
places: here in the Square and also
in the Paul VI Hall, where there are
many sick people who will follow it
on the jumbotron. Seeing that the
weather was a little harsh we de-
cided they would be sheltered and
better situated there. Let us join to-
gether and greet one another.

In the past few days I concluded
my Apostolic Journey to Cuba and
to the United States of America. It
arose from my desire to participate
in the eighth World Meeting of
Families, which had already been
scheduled to take place in Phil-
adelphia. This “original focus” then
broadened to include a visit to the
United States of America and to the
Headquarters of the United Na-
tions, and after that to Cuba as well,
which became the first stop on the
itinerary. Once again may I express
my gratitude to President Castro, to
President Obama and to Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon for their wel-
come. With all my heart I thank my

brother Bishops and all their
coworkers for their great efforts and
for the love they bear the Church
that motivated them.

“Misionero de la Misericordia”
[Missionary of Mercy]: this is how I
presented myself to Cuba, a land
rich in natural beauty, in culture
and in faith. The mercy of God is
greater than any wound, any con-
flict, any ideology; and with this
gaze of mercy I was able to embrace
the entire Cuban people, both at
home and abroad, beyond any divi-
sion. The symbol of this profound
unity of the Cuban soul is Our
Lady of Charity of El Cobre, pro-
claimed Patroness of Cuba exactly
100 years ago. I went as a pilgrim to
the Shrine of this Mother of Hope,
Mother who leads us on the path of
justice, peace, freedom and recon-
ciliation.

I was able to share with the
Cuban people the hope of fulfilling
the prophecy of St John Paul II:
that Cuba would open up to the
world and the world would open up
to Cuba. No more closure, no more
exploitation of poverty, but rather
freedom in dignity. This is the path
that makes the hearts of so many
young Cubans burn: it is not a path
of evasion, of easy earnings, but of
responsibility, of service to neigh-
bour, of care for the weak; a journey
that draws its power from the Chris-
tian roots of that people that has
suffered so much; a journey on
which I especially encouraged
priests and all consecrated people,
students and families. May the Holy
Spirit, through the intercession of
Mary Most Holy, make the seeds we
have sown grow.

From Cuba to the United States
of America: it was a symbolic pas-
sage, a bridge that thanks be to
God is being rebuilt. God always
desires to build bridges; we are the
ones who build walls! And those
walls always fall down!

In the United States I made three
stops: Washington, New York and
Philadelphia.

In Washington I met with the
political authorities, the public,
bishops, priests and consecrated
men and women, the very poor and
the marginalized. I reminded them
that the greatest wealth of that land
and of its people lies in its spiritual
and ethical heritage. And thus I
sought to encourage them to pursue
the building of society in fidelity to
their fundamental principle, namely,
that all men were created equal by
God and endowed with the inalien-
able rights to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness. These values,
shared by all, find their fulfillment
in the Gospel, as was clearly shown
at the Canonization of Franciscan
Fr Junípero Serra, the great evangel-
izer of California. St Junípero shows
us the path of joy: to go forward
and share with others the love of
Christ. This is the way of the Chris-
tian, as well as of every man or wo-
man who has known love: not to
keep it to oneself but to share it
with others. It was on this religious
and moral foundation that the
United States of America was born
and grew, and it is on this founda-
tion that it can continue to be a
land of liberty and welcome and
that it can work towards a more just
and fraternal world.
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VAT I C A N BULLETIN
CHANGES IN EP I S C O PAT E

The Holy Father accepted the resig-
nation of Bishop Alessio Saccardo,
S J, of Ponta de Pedras, Brazil. It was
presented in accord with can. 401 § 1
of the Code of Canon Law (23
Sept.).
Bishop Teodoro Mendes Tavares,
C.S.Sp., Coadjutor, succeeds Bishop
Alessio Saccardo, S J, as Bishop of
Ponta de Pedras, Brazil (23 Sept.).

Bishop Mendes Tavares, 51, was
born in São Miguel Arcanjo, Brazil.
He was ordained a priest on 11 July
1993. He was ordained a bishop on
8 May 2011, subsequent to his ap-
pointment as Auxiliary of Belém do
Pará and titular Bishop of Verbe.

The Holy Father accepted the resig-
nation of Archbishop Antonio Ar-
regui Yarza of Guayaquil, Ecuador.
It was presented in accord with can.
401 § 1 of the Code of Canon Law
(24 Sept.).
The Holy Father appointed Arch-
bishop Luis Gerardo Cabrera Her-
rere, OFM, as Archbishop of Guaya-
quil, Ecuador. Until now he has
been Archbishop of Cuenca (24
Sept.).

Archbishop Cabrera Herrere, 59,
was born in Azogues, Ecuador. He
was ordained a priest on 3 Septem-
ber 1983. He was ordained a bishop
on 4 July 2009, subsequent to his
appointment as Archbishop of
Cuenca.

The Holy Father accepted the resig-
nation of Archbishop Calogero La
Piana, SDB, of Messina-Lipari-Santa
Lucia del Mela, Italy. It was presen-
ted in accord with can. 401 § 2 of
the Code of Canon Law (24 Sept.).
The Holy Father accepted the resig-
nation of Bishop Giacomo Lanzetti
of Alba, Italy. It was presented in
accord with can. 401 § 2 of the
Code of Canon Law (24 Sept.).
The Holy Father accepted the resig-
nation of Bishop Ricardo Oscar
Faifer of Goya, Argentina. It was
presented in accord with can. 401 § 1
of the Code of Canon Law (24
Sept.).
Bishop Adolfo Ramón Canecín, Co-
adjutor, succeeds Bishop Ricardo
Oscar Faifer as Bishop of Goya, Ar-
gentina (24 Sept.).

Bishop Canecín, 57, was born in
Formosa, Argentina. He was or-
dained a priest on 25 March 1988.
He was ordained a bishop on 25
March 2015, subsequent to his ap-
pointment as Coadjutor of Goya.

The Holy Father accepted the resig-
nation of Bishop Albert Vanbuel,
SDB, of Kaga-Bandoro, Central
African Republic. It was presented
in accord with can. 401 § 1 of the
Code of Canon Law (27 Sept.).
Bishop Tadeusz Kusy, OFM, Coad-
jutor, succeeds Bishop Albert Van-
buel, SDB, as Bishop of Kaga-Ban-

doro, Central African Republic (27
Sept.).

Bishop Kusy, 63, was born in
Cieszyn, Poland. He was ordained a
priest on 26 August 1974. He was or-
dained a bishop on 15 August 2014,
subsequent to his appointment as
Coadjutor of Kaga-Bandoro.

The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Robert Francis Prevost, OSA, titular
Bishop of Sufar, as Bishop of
Chiclayo, Peru. Until now he has
been Apostolic Administrator of the
diocese (26 Sept.).

Bishop Prevost, 60, was born in
Chicago, USA . He was ordained a
priest on 19 June 1982. He was or-
dained a bishop on 12 December
2014, subsequent to his appointment
as Apostolic Administrator of
Chiclayo.

The Holy Father appointed Msgr
Zbigniew Zieliński as Auxiliary Bish-
op of Gdańsk, Poland, assigning
him the titular Episcopal See of
Medeli. Until now he has been par-
ish priest of the co-Cathedral
(formerly the Basilica) of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, and professor at the Major
Seminary (26 Sept.).

Bishop-elect Zieliński, 50, was
born in Gdańsk, Poland. He holds a
doctorate in pastoral theology. He
was ordained a priest on 18 May
1991. He has served in parish min-
istry and as: director of the depart-
ment for the pastoral care of the
Curia, and university lecturer. He is
a member of the commission for ca-
nonical visits to the parishes; the
presbyterial council; and the college
of consultors. He organized the pil-
grimage of the painting of the Mer-
ciful Jesus to all the parishes of the
archdiocese. He is in charge of the
pastoral care of forestry personnel
and of the Semper Fidelis Asso ci-
ation.

The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Hugo Alberto Torres Marín as Bish-
op of Apartadó, Colombia. Until
now he has been titular Bishop of
Bossa and Auxiliary of Medellín (29
Sept.).

Bishop Torres Marín, 55, was born
in Briceño, Colombia. He was or-
dained a priest on 24 November
1987. He was ordained a bishop on 4
June 2011, subsequent to his ap-
pointment as titular Bishop of Bossa
and Auxiliary of Medellín.

The Holy Father appointed Bishop
João Evangelista Pimental Lavrador
as Coadjutor of Angra, Portugal.
Until now he has been Auxiliary of
Porto and titular Bishop of Luper-
ciana (29 Sept.).

Bishop Pimental Lavrador, 59,
was born in Seixo de Mira, Por-
tugal. He was ordained a priest on
14 June 1981. He was ordained a

bishop on 29 June 2008, subsequent
to his appointment as Auxiliary of
Porto and titular Bishop of Luper-
ciana.

CAU S E S OF SAINTS

The Holy Father appointed Cardin-
al Carlo Caffarra, Archbishop of Bo-
logna, Italy, and Cardinal Raymond
Leo Burke, Patron of the Sovereign
Military Order of Malta, as mem-
bers of the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints (26 Sept.).

VAT I C A N RADIO

Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Secretary of
State, appointed Fr Andrzej Majew-
ski, S J, as Director of Programming
at Vatican Radio (29 Sept.).

RE L AT I O N S WITH STAT E S

The Holy Father appointed Arch-
bishop Paolo Rocco Gualtieri, titular
Archbishop of Sagona, as Apostolic
Nuncio in the Republic of
Seychelles. Until now he has been
Apostolic Nuncio in Madagascar (26
Sept.).

SPECIAL ENVOY

The Holy Father appointed Cardin-
al Salvatore De Giorgi, Archbishop
emeritus of Palermo, Italy, as his
Special Envoy to the closing cere-
mony of the Fifth Centenary of the
Creation of the Diocese of Lanciano
(now the Archdiocese of Lanciano-
Ortona), Italy, to be held on 22
November 2015 (19 Sept.).

STA R T OF MISSION

On Friday, 21 August, Archbishop
Ghaleb Moussa Abdalla Bader, titu-
lar Archbishop of Mathara in Nu-
midia, began his mission as Apostol-
ic Nuncio in Pakistan with the
presentation of his Letters of Cre-
dence to H.E. Mr Mamnoon Hus-
sain, President of the Republic.

NECROLO GY

Archbishop Bruno Tommasi, Arch-
bishop emeritus of Lucca, Italy, at
age 85 (17 Sept.).
Archbishop Georg Eder, Archbishop
emeritus of Salzburg, Austria, at age
87 (19 Sept.).
Bishop Giovanni De Vivo of Pescia,
Italy, at age 75 (20 Sept.).
Bishop Claudio Baggini, Bishop
emeritus of Vigevano, Italy, at age 79
(25 Sept.).
Bishop Carlos Aníbal Altamirano
Argüello of Azogues, Ecuador, at
age 73 (25 Sept.).

Close to the people
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as heartfelt as they were resolute
regarding acts of abuse of minors
committed by members of the
c l e rg y.

In Philadelphia, the last stop on
his journey, the Pope returned to
the crucial point of religious free-
dom, which he linked to the ever
more pressing need to face all in-
tolerance with a common front
among women and men of differ-
ent faiths “for peace and respect
for the rights of all”. While there,
he also returned to the pivotal is-
sue of epochal migration.

He spoke again on these themes
with journalists. Pope Francis
stated distinctly with regard to reli-
gious freedom that conscientious
objection is a human right. Reflect-
ing then on the migratory crisis —
which he defined before the U.S.
Congress as the worst since the
end of the Second World War —
that walls built up are destined to
fall: sooner or later they will col-
lapse, leaving only hate, he con-
cluded with disillusion.

The papal journey concluded in
Philadelphia with the World Meet-

ing of Families, on the eve of the
Synod dedicated to this crucial
topic. And while here and there
prophets of doom insistently raise
their voices, as is often emphasized
in the media, the Pontiff offered a
different viewpoint: for Catholics,
he said, the family is not chiefly a
source of concern but “the funda-
mental locus of the covenant
between the Church and God’s
c re a t i o n ”. Even so, this doesn’t
mean closing one’s eyes to societal
transformations.

To describe this new situation,
Pope Francis conjured up a most
effective image. In a world where
“neighbourhood stores” are disap-
pearing, giving way to impersonal
“large supermarkets” that only spur
consumption, consumerism also
impinges upon human relation-
ships and therefore upon the fam-
ily. The Church too must take this
reality into account, without point-
less nostalgia or sterile transposi-
tions, but by testifying that the
perseverance to have and raise a
family serves to “transform the
world and history”.

G.M.V.
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The papal visit to the United States in the international press

Simplicity and humility

At the General Audience
CONTINUED FROM PA G E 1

CONTINUED ON PA G E 4

In New York I was able to visit
the Central Headquarters of the
United Nations and to greet the
personnel who work there. I con-
versed with the Secretary-General
and the Presidents of recent General
Assemblies and of the Security
Council. Speaking to Representat-
ives of the Nations, following in the
footsteps of my Predecessors, I re-
newed the Catholic Church’s en-
couragement for that Institution and
for its role in the promotion of de-
velopment and peace, reminding
them in particular of the necessity of
unanimous and effective commit-
ment to the care of creation. I re-
peated my appeal to stop and to
prevent violence against ethnic and
religious minorities and against civil-
ian populations.

It was for peace and brotherhood
that we prayed at the Ground Zero
Memorial, together with religious
leaders, relatives of the many victims
and the people of New York, which
is so rich in cultural variety. And it
was for peace and justice that I cel-
ebrated the Eucharist in Madison
Square Garden.

Both in Washington and in New
York I was able to encounter repres-
entatives of charitable and educa-
tional outreaches, emblematic of the
enormous service that the Catholic
community — priests, religious, lay
people — offer in these fields.

The journey culminated in the
Meeting of Families in Philadelphia,
where the horizon expanded to the
whole world, through the “prism”,
so to speak, of the family. The fam-
ily, the fruitful covenant between
man and woman, is the answer to
the great challenge of our world.
That challenge is two-fold: frag-
mentation and standardization, two
extremes that coexist and foster each
other, and together they support the
economic model of consumerism.
The family is the answer because it
is the cell of a society that balances
the personal and the communal di-
mensions, and that at the same time
can be the model for the sustainable
management of the goods and re-
sources of creation. The family is the
principal agent of an integral eco-
logy, because it is the primary social
agent, which contains within it the
two foundational principles of hu-
man civilization on the earth: the
principle of communion and the prin-
ciple of fruitfulness. The humanism
of the Bible presents this icon: the
human couple, united and fruitful,
placed by God in the garden of
world, to cultivate it and to guard it.

I would like to address a warm
and brotherly ‘thank you’ to Arch-
bishop Chaput of Philadelphia, for
his commitment, his piety, his en-
thusiasm and his great love for the
family in the organization of this
event. Clearly, it is not accidental
but providential that the message,
indeed the testimony of the World
Meeting of Families came at this
time to the United States of Amer-
ica, that is, to the country that in
the past century has reached the
heights of economic and technolo-
gical development without denying
its religious roots. Now these same
roots ask to spring anew from the
family in order to re-conceive and to

change the model of development,
for the good of the entire human
f a m i l y.

SPECIAL GREETINGS

I greet the English-speaking pil-
grims and visitors taking part in
to day’s Audience, including those
from England, Scotland, Denmark,
Norway, Kenya, Nigeria, South
Africa, New Zealand, India, Sri
Lanka, Japan, the Philippines,
American Samoa, Canada and the
United States. I ask you to pray for
the Synod on the Family, and to be
witnesses of God’s presence in the
world through your family life. God
bless you all!

Before entering St Peter’s Square, the
Pope met in the Paul VI Hall with the
many sick people who wished to take
part in the General Audience in spite
of uncertain weather conditions. The
following is a translation of his greeting
to them, which was in Italian.

Good morning! I greet you all.
To day’s Audience will take place in
two spots: here and in the Square.
Seeing that the weather seems

slightly unpleasant, we decided that
you should be here, at ease, more
comfortable, and you can follow the
General Audience on the jumbotron.
I thank you so much for this visit
and I ask you to pray for me. sick-
ness is an awful thing, and there are
doctors — they are good! — nurses,
medicines, and all, but it is always
something awful. But there is faith,
the faith which encourages us, and
that thought that comes to all of us:
God made himself infirm for us,
that is, he sent his Son, who took
upon himself all of our illnesses, un-

to the cross. And looking to Jesus
with his patience, our faith becomes
s t ro n g e r.

Always with our sickness we go,
with Jesus at our side, taken by the
hand by Jesus. He knows what it
means to suffer. He understands us.
He comforts us and gives us
s t re n g t h .

Now I give my blessing to all of
you. I ask that the Lord bless you
and accompany you. But first let us
pray to Our Lady.

[Hail Mary.... Blessing]

On 29 September The International New York Times
published a piece by Jim Yardley and Laurie Good-
stein praising the Pope for the remarkable ease, and
even playful manner, with which he lived out the
gruelling schedule of his recent visit to Cuba and the
USA . The daily newspaper states that Francis had
landed for the first time in “a country that he did not
know and that did not know him”, but the situation
has changed. The United States now truly knows who
the Pope is, and its people know what lessons to as-
similate after his visit. The U.S. landscape is “a mine-
field of political and religious divisions”, yet the
Pontiff “demonstrated a nuanced political dexterity”,
with a message based on dialogue and constructive de-
bate: and the nation, at this moment, needs exactly
this. The visit, Yardley and Goodstein indicate, was a
gift for the United States which, on many levels, is in a
delicate phase of transition, and needed the presence in
its own home of someone who truly embodies moral
leadership. The visit was likewise a success for the
Pope who, after winning the nation’s heart, has re-
turned to the Vatican bolstered by the manner in
which he was able to defend the Church’s position on
particularly delicate issues.

Also on Tuesday, 29 September, The Wall Street
Journal highlighted the Pope’s defence of religious
freedom, which was a common theme at various stops
during the pilgrimage on American soil. In this regard,

the edition referred to Francis’ words to President
Obama at the White House ceremony, “that Americans
should be ‘vigilant’ to ‘preserve and defend [religious]
freedom from everything that would threaten or com-
promise it’”. The words used by the Pope during his
U.S. visit were “masterful”, said Paul Vallely in Th e
G u a rd i a n , again in an article on Tuesday, 29. Even his
actions are worthy of high praise, for they were always
wisely balanced. The Pope, the British daily continues,
was able to move adroitly whether on “the grand
stage” such as the White House, Congress, and the
U.N. Yet at the same time he embraced the poor, im-
migrants, detainees: all with his characteristic simplicity
and humility. The Guardian also noted the Pope’s call
that bishops be less severe and divisive. In this regard,
Vallely pointed out the Pontiff’s agility in telling the
bishops that he had not come to judge them nor to
lecture them; however, the journalist writes, he did just
that. Thus his softer style, seeking to encourage greater
tolerance and more inclusivity, was even more effective,
Vallely concludes.

“Before concluding his six-day visit in the United
States with an open-air Mass” — writes Stéphanie Le
Bars in Le Monde on 29 September — “Pope Francis
addressed the hundreds of bishops from around the
world gathered in Philadelphia for the World Meeting
of Families, giving them some instructions as to how to
help the Catholic Church live in a world that has be-

come ‘a large supermarket’”. Running “the
risk” — the journalist continues — “of
clashing with the most conservative trends
of the Church, Francis has above all re-
called that Christians are not immune to
the changes of their time”. Distancing him-
self, Le Bars writes, from those in the
United States, who lean toward a cultural
war between the Church and the contem-
porary world, the Pope urges the bishops
to invest their energy in the young, invit-
ing them to be brave and willing to choose
family and marriage. There is indeed an
obvious link, the French daily states,
between the conclusion of the historic
overseas journey and the imminent Synod
on the Family, which opens on 5 October.

Benjamin Franklin Parkway, in Philadelphia, during the Mass on 27 September (AFP)
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A pope addresses Congress for the first time

The new American dream

work, to bring home their daily
bread, to save money and — one
step at a time — to build a better life
for their families. These are men and
women who are not concerned
simply with paying their taxes, but
in their own quiet way sustain the
life of society. They generate solidar-
ity by their actions, and they create

sources to move forward, and to do
so with dignity. These men and wo-
men offer us a way of seeing and in-
terpreting reality. In honoring their
memory, we are inspired, even amid
conflicts, and in the here and now of
each day, to draw upon our deepest
cultural reserves.

I would like to mention four of
these Americans: Abraham Lincoln,
Martin Luther King, Dorothy Day
and Thomas Merton.

This year marks the 150th an-
niversary of the assassination of
President Abraham Lincoln, the
guardian of liberty, who labored tire-
lessly that “this nation, under God,
[might] have a new birth of free-
dom”. Building a future of freedom
requires love of the common good
and cooperation in a spirit of subsi-
diarity and solidarity.

All of us are quite aware of, and
deeply worried by, the disturbing so-
cial and political situation of the
world today. Our world is increas-
ingly a place of violent conflict,
hatred and brutal atrocities, commit-
ted even in the name of God and of
religion. We know that no religion is
immune from forms of individual
delusion or ideological extremism.
This means that we must be espe-
cially attentive to every type of fun-
damentalism, whether religious or of
any other kind. A delicate balance is
required to combat violence perpet-
rated in the name of a religion, an
ideology or an economic system,
while also safeguarding religious
freedom, intellectual freedom and

individual freedoms. But there is an-
other temptation which we must es-
pecially guard against: the simplistic
reductionism which sees only good
or evil; or, if you will, the righteous
and sinners. The contemporary
world, with its open wounds which
affect so many of our brothers and
sisters, demands that we confront
every form of polarization which
would divide it into these two
camps. We know that in the attempt
to be freed of the enemy without,
we can be tempted to feed the en-
emy within. To imitate the hatred
and violence of tyrants and murder-
ers is the best way to take their
place. That is something which you,
as a people, reject.

Our response must instead be one
of hope and healing, of peace and
justice. We are asked to summon the
courage and the intelligence to re-
solve today’s many geopolitical and
economic crises. Even in the de-
veloped world, the effects of unjust
structures and actions are all too ap-
parent. Our efforts must aim at
restoring hope, righting wrongs,
maintaining commitments, and thus
promoting the well-being of indi-
viduals and of peoples. We must
move forward together, as one, in a
renewed spirit of fraternity and
solidarity, cooperating generously for
the common good.

The challenges facing us today
call for a renewal of that spirit of co-
operation, which has accomplished
so much good throughout the his-
tory of the United States. The com-
plexity, the gravity and the urgency
of these challenges demand that we
pool our resources and talents, and
resolve to support one another, with
respect for our differences and our
convictions of conscience.

In this land, the various religious
denominations have greatly contrib-
uted to building and strengthening
society. It is important that today, as
in the past, the voice of faith contin-
ue to be heard, for it is a voice of
fraternity and love, which tries to
bring out the best in each person
and in each society. Such coopera-
tion is a powerful resource in the
battle to eliminate new global forms
of slavery, born of grave injustices
which can be overcome only
through new policies and new forms
of social consensus.

Here I think of the political his-
tory of the United States, where
democracy is deeply rooted in the
mind of the American people. All
political activity must serve and pro-
mote the good of the human person
and be based on respect for his or
her dignity. “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unali-
enable rights, that among these are
life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness” (Declaration of Independence, 4
July 1776). If politics must truly be
at the service of the human person,
it follows that it cannot be a slave to
the economy and finance. Politics is,
instead, an expression of our com-
pelling need to live as one, in order
to build as one the greatest common
good: that of a community which
sacrifices particular interests in order

continent, from which we
have all received so much
and toward which we share a
common responsibility.

Each son or daughter of a
given country has a mission,
a personal and social re-
sponsibility. Your own re-
sponsibility as members of
Congress is to enable this
country, by your legislative
activity, to grow as a nation.
You are the face of its
people, their representatives.
You are called to defend and
preserve the dignity of your
fellow citizens in the tireless
and demanding pursuit of
the common good, for this is
the chief aim of all politics.
A political society endures
when it seeks, as a vocation,
to satisfy common needs by
stimulating the growth of all
its members, especially those
in situations of greater vulnerability
or risk. Legislative activity is always
based on care for the people. To this
you have been invited, called and
convened by those who elected you.

Yours is a work which makes me
reflect in two ways on the figure of
Moses. On the one hand, the patri-
arch and lawgiver of the people of

all of you, and I would like
to do so through the histor-
ical memory of your people.

My visit takes place at a
time when men and women
of good will are marking the
anniversaries of several great
Americans. The complexities
of history and the reality of
human weakness notwith-
standing, these men and wo-
men, for all their many dif-
ferences and limitations,
were able by hard work and
self-
sacrifice — some at the cost
of their lives — to build a
better future. They shaped
fundamental values which
will endure forever in the
spirit of the American
people. A people with this
spirit can live through many
crises, tensions and conflicts,
while always finding the re-

For the first time in history, a pope
delivered an address to the U.S.
Congress. On Thursday morning, 24
September, Pope Francis went to
Capitol Hill where he spoke in front of
the country’s legislators. The following
is the English text that the Pope
d e l i v e re d .

Mr Vice-President,
Mr Speaker,
Honorable Members of Congress,
Dear Friends,
I am most grateful for your invita-
tion to address this Joint Session of
Congress in “the land of the free
and the home of the brave”. I would
like to think that the reason for this
is that I too am a son of this great

Israel symbolizes the need of
peoples to keep alive their sense of
unity by means of just legislation.
On the other, the figure of Moses
leads us directly to God and thus to
the transcendent dignity of the hu-
man being. Moses provides us with
a good synthesis of your work: you
are asked to protect, by means of the
law, the image and likeness fash-
ioned by God on every human face.

Today I would like not only to
address you, but through you the
entire people of the United States.
Here, together with their represent-
atives, I would like to take this op-
portunity to dialogue with the many
thousands of men and women who
strive each day to do an honest day’s

organizations which offer a helping
hand to those most in need.

I would also like to enter into dia-
logue with the many elderly persons
who are a storehouse of wisdom
forged by experience, and who seek
in many ways, especially through vo-
lunteer work, to share their stories
and their insights. I know that many
of them are retired, but still active;
they keep working to build up this
land. I also want to dialogue with
all those young people who are
working to realize their great and
noble aspirations, who are not led
astray by facile proposals, and who
face difficult situations, often as a
result of immaturity on the part of
many adults. I wish to dialogue with

Simplicity and humility

In his blog on the web site of
the daily la Croix, Dominique
Greiner takes stock of the days in
the States. On the occasion of the
speeches to the U.S. Congress on
24 September and to the U.N.
General Assembly the following
day, “Fr a n c i s ’ message lost abso-
lutely none of its force”. On these
occasions in particular, the Pontiff
outlined a sort of portrait of good
government, whether national or
international: it must follow the
path of law and legislation to con-
tain and regulate human presump-
tions; politicians must always re-
member that before them are men
and women of flesh and blood,
who live and fight and suffer, and
thus they need practical, concrete,
effective and practical decisions in
order to meet the needs of the
times; political action must be
guided by courage and by intelli-

gence, avoiding simplistic and re-
ductive readings of the social and
political landscape. Only thus does
the common good truly follow.

In an editorial in Av v e n i re on 29
September, Mimmo Muolo under-
scores that “the Latin American
Pope has managed to build
bridges where until recently stood
barriers of hatred and a lack of
communication”, and therefore
bringing about “re c o n c i l i a t i o n
among states, governments and es-
pecially peoples”. And this visit, he
adds, “will stand in history also be-
cause Francis was able to extend
the appeal to reconciliation beyond
the sphere of international rela-
tions. In Cuba he preached recon-
ciliation as being among the de-
mands of governments and those
of the governed. In Washington he
joined liberty” —  the trademark of
the United States — “with justice,
especially social”.

CONTINUED FROM PA G E 3
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to share, in justice and peace, its
goods, its interests, its social life. I
do not underestimate the difficulty
that this involves, but I encourage
you in this effort.

Here too I think of the march
which Martin Luther King led from
Selma to Montgomery 50 years ago
as part of the campaign to fulfill his
“d re a m ” of full civil and political
rights for African Americans. That
dream continues to inspire us all. I
am happy that America continues to
be, for many, a land of “d re a m s ”.
Dreams which lead to action, to par-
ticipation, to commitment. Dreams
which awaken what is deepest and
truest in the life of a people.

In recent centuries, millions of
people came to this land to pursue
their dream of building a future in
freedom. We, the people of this con-
tinent, are not fearful of foreigners,
because most of us were once for-
eigners. I say this to you as the son
of immigrants, knowing that so
many of you are also descended
from immigrants. Tragically, the
rights of those who were here long
before us were not always respected.
For those peoples and their nations,
from the heart of American demo-
cracy, I wish to reaffirm my highest
esteem and appreciation. Those first
contacts were often turbulent and vi-
olent, but it is difficult to judge the
past by the criteria of the present.
Nonetheless, when the stranger in
our midst appeals to us, we must

unto others as you would have them
do unto you” (Mt 7:12).

This Rule points us in a clear dir-
ection. Let us treat others with the
same passion and compassion with
which we want to be treated. Let us
seek for others the same possibilities
which we seek for ourselves. Let us
help others to grow, as we would
like to be helped ourselves. In a
word, if we want security, let us give
security; if we want life, let us give
life; if we want opportunities, let us
provide opportunities. The yardstick
we use for others will be the yard-
stick which time will use for us. The
Golden Rule also reminds us of our
responsibility to protect and defend
human life at every stage of its de-
velopment.

This conviction has led me, from
the beginning of my ministry, to ad-
vocate at different levels for the
global abolition of the death pen-
alty. I am convinced that this way is
the best, since every life is sacred,
every human person is endowed
with an inalienable dignity, and soci-
ety can only benefit from the rehab-
ilitation of those convicted of
crimes. Recently my brother bishops
here in the United States renewed
their call for the abolition of the
death penalty. Not only do I sup-
port them, but I also offer encour-
agement to all those who are con-
vinced that a just and necessary
punishment must never exclude the

times of crisis and economic hard-
ship a spirit of global solidarity must
not be lost. At the same time I
would encourage you to keep in
mind all those people around us
who are trapped in a cycle of
poverty. They too need to be given
hope. The fight against poverty and
hunger must be fought constantly
and on many fronts, especially in its
causes. I know that many Americans
today, as in the past, are working to
deal with this problem.

It goes without saying that part of
this great effort is the creation and
distribution of wealth. The right use
of natural resources, the proper ap-
plication of technology and the har-
nessing of the spirit of enterprise are
essential elements of an economy
which seeks to be modern, inclusive
and sustainable. “Business is a noble
vocation, directed to producing
wealth and improving the world. It
can be a fruitful source of prosperity
for the area in which it operates, es-
pecially if it sees the creation of jobs
as an essential part of its service to
the common good” (Laudato Si’, n.
129). This common good also in-
cludes the earth, a central theme of
the encyclical which I recently wrote
in order to “enter into dialogue with
all people about our common
home” (ibid., n. 3). “We need a con-
versation which includes everyone,
since the environmental challenge
we are undergoing, and its human
roots, concern and affect us all”
(ibid., n. 14).

CONTINUED ON PA G E 6

Four representatives of democracy

not repeat the sins and the er-
rors of the past. We must re-
solve now to live as nobly and
as justly as possible, as we edu-
cate new generations not to
turn their back on our “neigh-
b ors” and everything around
us. Building a nation calls us to
recognize that we must con-
stantly relate to others, rejecting
a mindset of hostility in order
to adopt one of reciprocal sub-
sidiarity, in a constant effort to
do our best. I am confident
that we can do this.

Our world is facing a refugee
crisis of a magnitude not seen
since the Second World War.
This presents us with great chal-
lenges and many hard decisions. On
this continent, too, thousands of
persons are led to travel north in
search of a better life for themselves
and for their loved ones, in search of
greater opportunities. Is this not
what we want for our own children?
We must not be taken aback by
their numbers, but rather view them
as persons, seeing their faces and
listening to their stories, trying to re-
spond as best we can to their situ-
ation. To respond in a way which is
always humane, just and fraternal.
We need to avoid a common
temptation nowadays: to discard
whatever proves troublesome. Let us
remember the Golden Rule: “Do

dimension of hope and the goal of
re h a b i l i t a t i o n .

In these times when social con-
cerns are so important, I cannot fail
to mention the Servant of God
Dorothy Day, who founded the
Catholic Worker Movement. Her so-
cial activism, her passion for justice
and for the cause of the oppressed,
were inspired by the Gospel, her
faith, and the example of the saints.

How much progress has been
made in this area in so many parts
of the world! How much has been
done in these first years of the third
millennium to raise people out of
extreme poverty! I know that you
share my conviction that much more
still needs to be done, and that in

For the first time ever, a pope ad-
dressed the U.S. Congress and, in
another first, the same Pope was
able to say, “I too am a son of this
great continent”. The event was
truly historical, not only for these
unprecedented circumstances, but
especially for Bergoglio’s words to
the top representatives of American
democracy, whom he addressed for
nearly an hour. The discourse,
which the Pontiff delivered in Eng-
lish, was interrupted 38 times by
applause which was often unanim-
ous and which, at the beginning,
the end and 10 times in between,
also brought much of the assembly
to their feet in a sign of consensus.

Politics and legislative activity
are always based on taking care —
an expression often used by Ber-
goglio — of the people. For this
reason the Pope evoked the figure
of Moses, the lawgiver of Israel,
who symbolizes unity and at the
same time reminds us of the tran-
scendent dignity of each human
being. The Pontiff made special
reference, however, to four great
representatives of the United
States, whose various anniversaries
are being celebrated: Abraham Lin-
coln, president and “guardian of
lib erty”; Martin Luther King, with
his dream of equal rights for Afric-
an Americans; Dorothy Day,
founder of the Catholic Worker
Movement and a passionate activist
in the cause of the oppressed; and
Cistercian monk Thomas Merton,
a man of prayer and of dialogue.

As he spoke of the four figures
and their dreams, Bergoglio listed
global issues that need to be faced
today. These included the increas-
ing violence and atrocities, often
perpetrated in the name of reli-
gion; the resulting need to fight all
forms of fundamentalism while at
the same time continuing to listen
to the voice of faith, as the politic-
al history of the United States has
demonstrated from the very De-
claration of Independence, which
the Holy Father quoted meaning-
fully in his address. He then ar-
rived at the crux: the powerful

wave of immigration, which has
not occurred — noted the Pope,
mentioning that he too is a son of
immigrants — since the end of
World War II.

The Pope spoke again of the ur-
gent need throughout the world to
bring an end to the death penalty
and to fight poverty. He then
turned to climate change, which
threatens the entire planet, most
notably the poorest, and then to
the enormous economic interests
which underlie the weapons trade.
The Pontiff then touched upon the
importance and the beauty of the
family — the theme of the World
Meeting in Philadelphia — which
today as never before is weakened,
with serious consequences espe-
cially for the young. He concluded
with his wish that the spirit of the
American people continue to in-
spire great dreams.

Pope Francis’ final meeting in
Washington, D C, was with a group
of homeless people who, in a
touching meditation, he compared
to the family of Jesus. The first ap-
pointment after his arrival in New
York City — where thousands had
flocked to the streets to await him
— was in the recently restored St
Pa t r i c k ’s Cathedral, for Vespers.
Many religious were present, and
the Pontiff — who at the beginning
of the homily expressed his close-
ness to Muslims for the Festival of
Sacrifice and also for the tragedy
that had occurred near Mecca —
did not miss the opportunity to
praise the religious women of the
United States: “What would the
Church be without you?”, he
asked. “Women of strength, fight-
ers, with that spirit of courage
which puts you in the front lines in
the proclamation of the Gospel”.
His words were met with thunder-
ous applause. To these “sisters and
mothers” of the American people,
Francis expressed “a big thank
you”, adding that he loves them
very much.

G.M.V.
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In Laudato Si’, I call for a cour-
ageous and responsible effort to “re -
direct our steps” (ibid., n. 61), and to
avert the most serious effects of the
environmental deterioration caused
by human activity. I am convinced
that we can make a difference and I
have no doubt that the United
States — and this Congress — have
an important role to play. Now is
the time for courageous actions and
strategies, aimed at implementing a
“culture of care” (ibid., n. 231) and
“an integrated approach to combat-
ing poverty, restoring dignity to the
excluded, and at the same time pro-
tecting nature” (ibid., n. 139). “We
have the freedom needed to limit
and direct technology” (ibid., n. 112);
“to devise intelligent ways of… de-
veloping and limiting our power”
(ibid., n. 78); and to put technology
“at the service of another type of
progress, one which is healthier,
more human, more social, more in-
tegral” (ibid., n. 112). In this regard,
I am confident that America’s out-
standing academic and research in-
stitutions can make a vital contribu-
tion in the years ahead.

A century ago, at the beginning
of the Great War, which Pope Bene-
dict XV termed a “p ointless
slaughter”, another notable Americ-
an was born: the Cistercian monk
Thomas Merton. He remains a
source of spiritual inspiration and a
guide for many people. In his auto-
biography he wrote: “I came into
the world. Free by nature, in the im-
age of God, I was nevertheless the
prisoner of my own violence and my
own selfishness, in the image of the
world into which I was born. That
world was the picture of Hell, full of
men like myself, loving God, and
yet hating him; born to love him,
living instead in fear of hopeless
self-contradictory hungers”. Merton
was above all a man of prayer, a
thinker who challenged the certi-
tudes of his time and opened new
horizons for souls and for the
Church. He was also a man of dia-
logue, a promoter of peace between
peoples and religions.

From this perspective of dialogue,
I would like to recognize the efforts
made in recent months to help over-
come historic differences linked to
painful episodes of the past. It is my
duty to build bridges and to help all
men and women, in any way pos-
sible, to do the same. When coun-
tries which have been at odds re-
sume the path of dialogue — a dia-
logue which may have been inter-
rupted for the most legitimate of
reasons — new opportunities open
up for all. This has required, and re-
quires, courage and daring, which is
not the same as irresponsibility. A
good political leader is one who,
with the interests of all in mind,
seizes the moment in a spirit of
openness and pragmatism. A good
political leader always opts to initi-
ate processes rather than possessing
spaces (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, nn.
222-223).

Being at the service of dialogue
and peace also means being truly
determined to minimize and, in the
long term, to end the many armed
conflicts throughout our world.
Here we have to ask ourselves: Why

are deadly weapons being sold to
those who plan to inflict untold suf-
fering on individuals and society?
Sadly, the answer, as we all know, is
simply for money: money that is
drenched in blood, often innocent
blood. In the face of this shameful
and culpable silence, it is our duty
to confront the problem and to stop
the arms trade.

Three sons and a daughter of this
land, four individuals and four
dreams: Lincoln, liberty; Martin
Luther King, liberty in plurality and
non-exclusion; Dorothy Day, social
justice and the rights of persons;

and Thomas Merton, the capacity
for dialogue and openness to God.

Four representatives of the Amer-
ican people.

I will end my visit to your country
in Philadelphia, where I will take
part in the World Meeting of Famil-
ies. It is my wish that throughout
my visit the family should be a re-
current theme. How essential the
family has been to the building of
this country! And how worthy it re-
mains of our support and encour-
agement! Yet I cannot hide my con-
cern for the family, which is

threatened, perhaps as never before,
from within and without. Funda-
mental relationships are being called
into question, as is the very basis of
marriage and the family. I can only
reiterate the importance and, above
all, the richness and the beauty of
family life.

In particular, I would like to call
attention to those family members
who are the most vulnerable, the
young. For many of them, a future
filled with countless possibilities
beckons, yet so many others seem
disoriented and aimless, trapped in a
hopeless maze of violence, abuse
and despair. Their problems are our
problems. We cannot avoid them.
We need to face them together, to
talk about them and to seek effective
solutions rather than getting bogged
down in discussions. At the risk of
oversimplifying, we might say that
we live in a culture which pressures
young people not to start a family,
because they lack possibilities for
the future. Yet this same culture
presents others with so many op-
tions that they too are dissuaded
from starting a family.

A nation can be considered great
when it defends liberty as Lincoln
did, when it fosters a culture which
enables people to “d re a m ” of full
rights for all their brothers and sis-
ters, as Martin Luther King sought
to do; when it strives for justice and
the cause of the oppressed, as
Dorothy Day did by her tireless
work, the fruit of a faith which be-
comes dialogue and sows peace in
the contemplative style of Thomas
Merton.

In these remarks I have sought to
present some of the richness of your
cultural heritage, of the spirit of the
American people. It is my desire
that this spirit continue to develop
and grow, so that as many young
people as possible can inherit and
dwell in a land which has inspired
so many people to dream.

God bless America!

God bless this nation!

After the Pope finished his address to Congress, he greeted the many people
waiting outside from the balcony of the United States Capitol. The following
is the English text of his words which were given in Spanish.

Good day to all of you. I thank you for your welcome and your pres-
ence. I thank the most important people here today: the children. I
want to ask God to bless them. Lord, Father of us all, bless his
people, bless each of them, bless their families, grant them what they
need most. I ask you to pray for me and, if there are some among you
who do not believe or cannot pray, I ask you please to wish me well.
Thank you. Thank you very much. And God bless America!

With those discarded by society
GA E TA N O VALLINI

From the centre of politics to the centre of charity. On
Thursday, the Pope travelled — surrounded by thou-
sands of people lining the streets — from Capitol Hill
to the parish of St Patrick’s where he met with 200
homeless men and women during his last stop in
Washington. It was a meaningful moment in the
Pop e’s visit to the United States. The parish of St
Pa t r i c k ’s — the oldest in Washington, D C and among
the oldest in the country — was founded in 1794 for the
mostly Irish stone masons who were building the
White House and Capitol building, and today it has
more than two centuries of experience assisting the
needy. Work which has intensified in recent years,
thanks to new buildings constructed on newly-acquired
land. Among the programs which have a home in these
new buildings is St Maria’s Meals, created to feed the
numerous individuals and families in need. It is a well-
known service which guarantees meals to more than
120,000 people per year, as Cardinal Donald Wuerl un-
derlined in his greeting to the Pope.

On arriving Francis was welcomed by Msgr Sal-
vatore Criscuolo and by several hundred people, in-
cluding the homeless, who greeted him warmly. For
once, these homeless men and women were the focus
of the media attention. An occasion for visibility,

offered to them by the Pope who always calls attention
to those whom society ‘d i s c a rd s ’. Francis shook many
hands and there were many eyes filled with emotion,
seeking a glance, a word of comfort or a blessing.

The Pope listened to them — many spoke in Spanish
— and gathered their intentions and responded to
those who asked for encouragement or a blessing.
After delivering his address, the Holy Father walked to
the building next door, home to St Maria’s Meals, to
bless the new chapel on the ground level. Then he
went to the courtyard where the meal was about to be
served, to greet and bless those present.

With this encounter the Pope paid tribute to the
charitable efforts of the Catholic associations in the
country. Every year nearly 88 million people are treated
in 645 Catholic hospitals, and another 5 million are as-
sisted in 438 health centres. There are 105 homes which
house more than 18,000 children and another 90,000
people are assisted in 853 day centres. According to
data from 2014, 8.5 million people were assisted by 177
agencies of Catholic Charities. Also in 2014 Catholic
Charities assisted 325,000 immigrants and 70,000
re f u g e e s .

Later that afternoon the Pontiff travelled on Americ-
an Airlines from Andrews Air Force Base to New York
C i t y.
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Francis meets homeless men, women and children

There is no justification
for lack of housing

On Thursday morning, 24 September,
the Pope’s final event in Washington,
DC, was held at St Patrick’s parish.
There the Holy Father met with a
group of 200 homeless men and
women. The following is the English
text of the Pope’s address which was
given in Spanish.

It is a pleasure to meet you. Good
day. You are about to listen to two
sermons, one in Spanish and the
other in English. The first word I
wish to say to you is “Thank you”.
Thank you for welcoming me and
for your efforts to make this meeting
p ossible.

Here I think of a person whom I
love very much, someone who is,
and has been, very important
throughout my life. He has been a
support and an inspiration. He is
the one I go to whenever I am “in a
fix”. You make me think of St
Joseph. Your faces remind me of
his.

Joseph had to face some difficult
situations in his life. One of them
was the time when Mary was about
to give birth, to have Jesus. The
Bible tells us that, “while they were
[in Bethlehem], the time came for
her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and
laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn”
(Lk 2:6-7).

The Bible is very clear about this:
there was no room for them. I can
imagine Joseph, with his wife about
to have a child, with no shelter, no

who throughout history have been,
and are, homeless.

Joseph was someone who asked
questions. But first and foremost, he
was a man of faith. Faith gave
Joseph the power to find light just
at the moment when everything
seemed dark. Faith sustained him
amid the troubles of life. Thanks to
faith, Joseph was able to press for-
ward when everything seemed to be
holding him back.

In the face of unjust and painful
situations, faith brings us the light
which scatters the darkness. As it
did for Joseph, faith makes us open
to the quiet presence of God at

do esn’t do this by magic, with spe-
cial effects, with flashing lights and
fireworks. Jesus keeps knocking on
our door in the faces of our brothers
and sisters, in the faces of our neigh-
bors, in the faces of those at our
side.

Dear friends, one of the most ef-
fective ways we have to help is that
of prayer. Prayer unites us; it makes
us brothers and sisters. It opens our
hearts and reminds us of a beautiful
truth which we sometimes forget. In
prayer, we all learn to say “Fa t h e r ”,

“D ad”. And when we say “Fa t h e r ”,
“D ad”, we learn to see one another
as brothers and sisters. In prayer,
there are no rich or poor, there are
sons and daughters, sisters and
brothers. In prayer, there is no first
or second class, there is brother-
ho o d.

In prayer our hearts find the
strength not to be cold and insensi-
tive in the face of situations of in-
justice. In prayer, God keeps calling
us, opening our hearts to charity.

How good it is for us to pray to-
gether. How good it is to encounter
one another in this place where we
see one another as brothers and sis-
ters, where we realize that we need
one another. Today I want to pray
with you, I want to join with you,
because I need your support, your
closeness. I would like to invite you
to pray together, for one another,
with one another. That way we can
keep helping one another to experi-
ence with joy that Jesus is in our
midst, and that Jesus helps us to
find solutions to the injustices which
he himself already experienced. Not
having a home.

Are you ready to pray together? I
will begin in Spanish and you fol-
low in English.
Our Father, who art in heaven....

Before leaving you, I would like
to give you God’s blessing:

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon
you and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon
you, and give you peace (Num 6:24-
26).

And, please, don’t forget to pray
for me. Thank you.

One hundred
and twenty
thousand
helped annually
In the Archdiocese of
Washington, Catholic
Charities supports more than
120,000 people of all faiths
annually. Cardinal Wuerl,
Archbishop of Washington,
made reference to this statistic
in his greeting to Pope Francis
during their encounter at the
parish of St Patrick. The
prelate then introduced the
charity workers, who find in
the Pope’s message the
encouragement they need in
their daily commitment to the
poor. The Catholic Charities
network serves 4.2 million
meals a year to those in need
in the Washington, D C, and
Maryland region. Other
charitable efforts in the diocese
include Victory Housing,
which provides affordable
housing and related social
services to more than 2,100
low- and moderate-income
senior citizens and families,
and St Ann’s Center for
Children, Youth and Families
has cared for at-risk young
mothers and vulnerable
children for 155 years.

every moment of our
lives, in every person
and in every situ-
ation. God is present
in every one of you,
in each one of us.

I want to be very
clear. There is no so-
cial or moral justifica-
tion, no justification
whatsoever, for lack
of housing. There are
many unjust situ-
ations, but we know
that God is suffering
with us, experiencing
them at our side. He
does not abandon us.

home, no place to stay. The Son of
God came into this world as a
homeless person. The Son of God
knew what it was to start life
without a roof over his head. We
can imagine what Joseph must have
been thinking. How is it that the
Son of God has no home? Why are
we homeless, why don’t we have
housing? These are questions which
many of you may ask, and do ask,
every day. Like St Joseph, you may
ask: Why are we homeless, without a
place to live? And those of us who
do have a home, a roof over our
heads, would also do well to ask:
Why do these, our brothers and sis-
ters, have no place to live? Why are
these brothers and sisters of ours
homeless?

Joseph’s questions are timely even
today; they accompany all those

Jesus not only wanted to show
solidarity with every person. He not
only wanted everyone to experience
his companionship, his help, his
love. He identified with all those
who suffer, who weep, who suffer
any kind of injustice. He says this
clearly: “I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink; I was a
stranger and you welcomed me” (Mt
25:35).

Faith makes us know that God is
at our side, that God is in our midst
and his presence spurs us to charity.
Charity is born of the call of a God
who continues to knock on our
door, the door of all people, to in-
vite us to love, to compassion, to
service of one another.

Jesus keeps knocking on our
doors, the doors of our lives. He
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To the clergy and religious in New York the Holy Father recommends gratitude and hard work

Two pillars
the founder of the first system of
Catholic education in the United
States.

This evening, my brothers and sis-
ters, I have come to join you —
priests and men and women of con-
secrated life — in praying that our
vocations will continue to build up
the great edifice of God’s Kingdom
in this country. I know that, as a
presbyterate in the midst of God’s
people, you suffered greatly in the
not distant past by having to bear
the shame of some of your brothers
who harmed and scandalized the
Church in the most vulnerable of her
members.... In the words of the
Book of Revelation, I say that you
“have come forth from the great
tribulation” (Rev 7:14). I accompany
you at this moment of pain and dif-
ficulty, and I thank God for your
faithful service to his people. In the
hope of helping you to persevere on
the path of fidelity to Jesus Christ, I
would like to offer two brief reflec-
tions.

The first concerns the spirit of
g ra t i t u d e . The joy of men and wo-
men who love God attracts others to
him; priests and religious are called
to find and radiate lasting satisfac-
tion in their vocation. Joy springs
from a grateful heart. Truly, we have
received much, so many graces, so
many blessings, and we rejoice in
this. It will do us good to think
back on our lives with the grace of
remembrance. Remembrance of
when we were first called, remem-
brance of the road travelled, remem-
brance of graces received... and,
above all, remembrance of our en-
counter with Jesus Christ so often
along the way. Remembrance of the
amazement which our encounter
with Jesus Christ awakens in our
hearts. My brothers and sisters, men
and women of consecrated life, and

of commitment to our work. Once
we come to realize how much God
has given us, a life of self-sacrifice,
of working for him and for others,
becomes a privileged way of re-
sponding to his great love.

Yet, if we are honest, we know
how easily this spirit of generous
self-sacrifice can be dampened.
There are a couple of ways that this
can happen; both ways are examples
of that “spiritual worldliness” which
weakens our commitment as men
and women of consecrated life to
serve, and diminishes the wonder,
the amazement, of our first en-
counter with Christ.

We can get caught up measuring
the value of our apostolic works by
the standards of efficiency, good
management and outward success
which govern the business world.
Not that these things are unimport-
ant! We have been entrusted with a
great responsibility, and God’s
people rightly expect accountability
from us. But the true worth of our
apostolate is measured by the value
it has in God’s eyes. To see and
evaluate things from God’s perspect-
ive calls for constant conversion in
the first days and years of our voca-
tion and, need I say, it calls for great
humility. The cross shows us a dif-
ferent way of measuring success.
Ours is to plant the seeds: God sees
to the fruits of our labors. And if at
times our efforts and works seem to
fail and produce no fruit, we need to
remember that we are followers of
Jesus... and his life, humanly speak-
ing, ended in failure, in the failure
of the cross.

The other danger comes when we
become jealous of our free time,
when we think that surrounding
ourselves with worldly comforts will
help us serve better. The problem
with this reasoning is that it can
blunt the power of God’s daily call
to conversion, to encounter with
him. Slowly but surely, it diminishes
our spirit of sacrifice, our spirit of
renunciation and hard work. It also
alienates people who suffer material
poverty and are forced to make
greater sacrifices than ourselves,
without being consecrated. Rest is
needed, as are moments of leisure
and self-enrichment, but we need to
learn how to rest in a way that deep-
ens our desire to serve with generos-
ity. Closeness to the poor, the
refugee, the immigrant, the sick, the
exploited, the elderly living alone,

prisoners and all God’s other poor,
will teach us a different way of rest-
ing, one which is more Christian
and generous.

Gratitude and hard work: these
are two pillars of the spiritual life
which I have wanted, this evening,
to share with you priests and reli-
gious. I thank you for your prayers
and work, and the daily sacrifices
you make in the various areas of
your apostolate. Many of these are
known only to God, but they bear
rich fruit for the life of the Church.

In a special way I would like to
express my esteem and my gratitude
to the religious women of the
United States. What would the
Church be without you? Women of
strength, fighters, with that spirit of
courage which puts you in the front
lines in the proclamation of the
Gospel. To you, religious women,
sisters and mothers of this people, I
wish to say “thank you”, a big thank
you... and to tell you that I love you
very much.

I know that many of you are in
the front lines in meeting the chal-
lenges of adapting to an evolving
pastoral landscape. Whatever diffi-
culties and trials you face, I ask you,
like St Peter, to be at peace and to
respond to them as Christ did: he
thanked the Father, took up his
cross and looked forward!

Dear brothers and sisters, shortly,
in a few minutes, we will sing the
Magnificat. Let us commend to Our
Lady the work we have been entrus-
ted to do; let us join her in thanking
God for the great things he has
done, and for the great things he
will continue to do in us and in
those whom we have the privilege to
serve. Amen.

Cardinal Dolan’s greeting

A work of spiritual renewal

priests! Let us seek the grace of re-
membrance so as to grow in the

spirit of gratitude. Let us ask
ourselves: are we good at

counting our blessings, or
have we forgotten them?

A second area is the
spirit of hard work.

A grateful heart
is spontan-

eously im-
pelled to
serve the
Lord and to
find expres-
sion in a life

In St Patrick’s Cathedral in New
York, the Pope concluded his third day
in the United States. He arrived from
Washington, DC — after speaking to
Congress and meeting with a group of
homeless people — at the John
Fitzgerald Kennedy Airport on
Thursday afternoon, 24 September, and
went directly to the Cathedral. The
following is the English text of the
Pope’s homily which was delivered in
Spanish.

I have two thoughts today for my
Muslim brothers and sisters. First,
my good wishes as you celebrate
today the day of sacrifice. I wish my
greetings could have been warmer.
Second, my closeness, on account of
the tragedy which your people ex-
perienced today in Mecca. In this
moment of prayer, I join, and all of
us join, in praying to God, our
almighty and merciful Father.

We have heard the Apostle say:
“There is a cause for rejoicing here”,
although “you may for a time have
to suffer the distress of many trials”
(1 Pet 1:6). These words remind us
of something essential. Our vocation
is to be lived in joy.

This beautiful Cathedral of St
Patrick, built up over many years
through the sacrifices of many men
and women, can serve as a symbol
of the work of generations of Amer-
ican priests and religious, and lay
faithful who helped build up the
Church in the United States. In the
field of education alone, how many
priests and religious in this country
played a central role, assisting par-
ents in handing on to their children
the food that nourishes them for
life! Many did so at the cost of ex-
traordinary sacrifice and with heroic
charity. I think for example of St
Elizabeth Ann Seton, who founded
the first free Catholic school for girls
in America, or St John Neumann,

“Once you entered those doors on Fifth
Avenue, you became an official New
Yorker! But you already had a home in
our hearts and souls.” Cardinal Dolan,
Archbishop of New York, said this in his
greeting to Pope Francis on Thursday.
The prelate recounted that for the past
three years, the community has worked
hard to repair, renew, and restore St

Pa t r i c k ’s Cathedral, which is geographic-
ally and spiritually at the heart of New
York City. The restoration was made pos-
sible “thanks to the generosity of many
people here”, Cardinal Dolan continued,
stressing that “this repair and restoration
is understood by the faithful “as an invita-
tion from Jesus to the spiritual renewal of
ourselves and his Church”.
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The Pope calls on the United Nations to prioritize safeguarding the environment and protecting the weak and poor

May no one be excluded
Reform executive and financial bodies in order to avoid damage to developing nations

At the 70th Session of the General
Assembly of the United Nations,
convened in its New York
Headquarters, on Friday morning, 25
September, the Holy Father delivered
an address in Spanish. The following is
the English text.

Mr President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good day. Once again, following a
tradition by which I feel honored,
the Secretary General of the United
Nations has invited the Pope to ad-
dress this distinguished assembly of
nations. In my own name, and that
of the entire Catholic community, I
wish to express to you, Mr Ban Ki-
moon, my heartfelt gratitude. I greet
the Heads of State and Heads of
Government present, as well as the
ambassadors, diplomats and political
and technical officials accompanying
them, the personnel of the United
Nations engaged in this 70th Session
of the General Assembly, the per-
sonnel of the various programs and

agencies of the United Nations fam-
ily, and all those who, in one way or
another, take part in this meeting.
Through you, I also greet the cit-
izens of all the nations represented
in this hall. I thank you, each and
all, for your efforts in the service of
mankind.

This is the fifth time that a Pope
has visited the United Nations. I
follow in the footsteps of my prede-
cessors Paul VI, in 1965, John Paul
II, in 1979 and 1995, and my most re-
cent predecessor, now Pope Emerit-
us Benedict XVI, in 2008. All of
them expressed their great esteem
for the Organization, which they
considered the appropriate juridical
and political response to this present
moment of history, marked by our
technical ability to overcome dis-
tances and frontiers and, apparently,
to overcome all natural limits to the
exercise of power. An essential re-
sponse, inasmuch as technological
power, in the hands of nationalistic
or falsely universalist ideologies, is

capable of perpetrating tremendous
atrocities. I can only reiterate the ap-
preciation expressed by my prede-
cessors, in reaffirming the import-
ance which the Catholic Church at-
taches to this Institution and the
hope which she places in its activit-
ies.

The United Nations is presently
celebrating its 70th anniversary. The
history of this organized community
of states is one of important com-
mon achievements over a period of
unusually fast-paced changes.
Without claiming to be exhaustive,
we can mention the codification and
development of international law,
the establishment of international
norms regarding human rights, ad-
vances in humanitarian law, the res-
olution of numerous conflicts, oper-
ations of peace-keeping and recon-
ciliation, and any number of other
accomplishments in every area of in-
ternational activity and endeavour.
All these achievements are lights
which help to dispel the darkness of
the disorder caused by unrestrained
ambitions and collective forms of
selfishness. Certainly, many grave
problems remain to be resolved, yet
it is also clear that, without all this
international activity, mankind
would not have been able to survive
the unchecked use of its own possi-
bilities. Every one of these political,
juridical and technical advances is a
path towards attaining the ideal of
human fraternity and a means for its
greater realization.

I also pay homage to all those
men and women whose loyalty and
self-sacrifice have benefitted human-

ity as a whole in these past 70 years.
In particular, I would recall today
those who gave their lives for peace
and reconciliation among peoples,
from Dag Hammarskjöld to the
many United Nations officials at
every level who have been killed in
the course of humanitarian missions,
and missions of peace and reconcili-
ation.

Beyond these achievements, the
experience of the past 70 years has
made it clear that reform and adapt-
ation to the times is always necessary
in the pursuit of the ultimate goal of
granting all countries, without ex-
ception, a share in, and a genuine
and equitable influence on, decision-
making processes. The need for
greater equity is especially true in
the case of those bodies with effect-
ive executive capability, such as the
Security Council, the Financial
Agencies and the groups or mechan-
isms specifically created to deal with
economic crises. This will help limit
every kind of abuse or usury, espe-
cially where developing countries are
concerned. The International Finan-
cial Agencies should care for the
sustainable development of countries
and should ensure that they are not
subjected to oppressive lending sys-
tems which, far from promoting pro-
gress, subject people to mechanisms
which generate greater poverty, ex-
clusion and dependence.

The work of the United Nations,
according to the principles set forth
in the Preamble and the first Articles
of its founding Charter, can be seen
as the development and promotion
of the rule of law, based on the real-
ization that justice is an essential
condition for achieving the ideal of
universal fraternity. In this context,
it is helpful to recall that the limita-
tion of power is an idea implicit in
the concept of law itself. To give to
each his own, to cite the classic
definition of justice, means that no
human individual or group can con-
sider itself absolute, permitted to by-
pass the dignity and the rights of
other individuals or their social
groupings. The effective distribution
of power (political, economic, de-
fense-related, technological, etc.)
among a plurality of subjects, and
the creation of a juridical system for
regulating claims and interests, are

To UN personnel

What doesn’t make the news
On his arrival at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York on
Friday, the Pope first greeted the
personnel in English.

Dear Friends,
On the occasion of my visit to the
United Nations, I am pleased to
greet you, the men and women
who are, in many ways, the back-
bone of this Organization. I thank
you for your welcome, and I am
grateful for all that you have done
to prepare for my visit. I would ask
you also to offer my greetings to
the members of your families and
to your colleagues who could not
be with us today.

The vast majority of the work
done here is not of the kind that
makes the news. Behind the scenes,
your daily efforts make possible
many of the diplomatic, cultural,
economic and political initiatives
of the United Nations, which are
so important for meeting the hopes
and expectations of the peoples
who make up our human family.
You are experts and experienced
fieldworkers, officials and secretar-
ies, translators and interpreters,
cleaners and cooks, maintenance
and security personnel. Thank you
for all that you do!

Your quiet and devoted work
not only contributes to the better-
ment of the United Nations. It
also has great significance for you
personally. For how we work ex-
presses our dignity and the kind of
persons we are.

Many of you have come to this
city from countries the world over.
As such, you are a microcosm of
the peoples which this Organiza-

tion represents and seeks to serve.
Like so many other people world-
wide, you are concerned about
your children’s welfare and educa-
tion. You worry about the future of
the planet, and what kind of a
world we will leave for future gen-
erations. But today, and every day,
I would ask each of you, whatever
your capacity, to care for one an-
other. Be close to one another, re-
spect one another, and so embody
among yourselves this Organiza-
tion’s ideal of a united human fam-
ily, living in harmony, working not
only for peace, but in peace; work-
ing not only for justice, but in a
spirit of justice.

Dear friends, I bless each one of
you from my heart. I will pray for
you and your families, and I ask
each of you, please, to remember
to pray for me. And if any of you
are not believers, I ask you to wish
me well. God bless you all. Thank
you.

CONTINUED ON PA G E 10
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one concrete way of limiting power.
Yet today’s world presents us with
many false rights and — at the same
time — broad sectors which are vul-
nerable, victims of power badly ex-
ercised: for example, the natural en-
vironment and the vast ranks of the
excluded. These sectors are closely
interconnected and made increas-
ingly fragile by dominant political
and economic relationships. That is
why their rights must be forcefully
affirmed, by working to protect the
environment and by putting an end
to exclusion.

First, it must be stated that a true
“right of the environment” does ex-
ist, for two reasons. First, because
we human beings are part of the en-
vironment. We live in communion
with it, since the environment itself
entails ethical limits which human
activity must acknowledge and re-
spect. Man, for all his remarkable
gifts, which “are signs of a unique-
ness which transcends the spheres of
physics and biology” (Laudato Si’, n.
81), is at the same time a part of
these spheres. He possesses a body
shaped by physical, chemical and
biological elements, and can only
survive and develop if the ecological
environment is favourable. Any
harm done to the environment,
therefore, is harm done to humanity.
Second, because every creature, par-
ticularly a living creature, has an in-
trinsic value, in its existence, its life,
its beauty and its interdependence
with other creatures. We Christians,
together with the other monotheistic
religions, believe that the universe is

the fruit of a loving decision by the
Creator, who permits man respect-
fully to use creation for the good of
his fellow men and for the glory of
the Creator; he is not authorized to
abuse it, much less to destroy it. In
all religions, the environment is a
fundamental good (cf. ibid.).

The misuse and destruction of the
environment are also accompanied
by a relentless process of exclusion.
In effect, a selfish and boundless
thirst for power and material
prosperity leads both to the misuse
of available natural resources and to
the exclusion of the weak and disad-
vantaged, either because they are
differently abled (handicapped), or
because they lack adequate informa-
tion and technical expertise, or are
incapable of decisive political action.
Economic and social exclusion is a
complete denial of human fraternity
and a grave offense against human
rights and the environment. The
poorest are those who suffer most
from such offenses, for three serious
reasons: they are cast off by society,
forced to live off what is discarded
and suffer unjustly from the abuse
of the environment. They are part of
to day’s widespread and quietly
growing “culture of waste”.

The dramatic reality this whole
situation of exclusion and inequality,
with its evident effects, has led me,
in union with the entire Christian
people and many others, to take
stock of my grave responsibility in
this regard and to speak out, togeth-
er with all those who are seeking ur-
gently-needed and effective solu-
tions. The adoption of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development at
the World Summit, which opens
today, is an important sign of hope.
I am similarly confident that the
Paris Conference on Climatic Change
will secure fundamental and effective
a g re e m e n t s .

Solemn commitments, however,
are not enough, although they are
certainly a necessary step toward
solutions. The classic definition of
justice which I mentioned earlier
contains as one of its essential ele-
ments a constant and perpetual will:
Iustitia est constans et perpetua volun-
tas ius sum cuique tribuendi. Our
world demands of all government
leaders a will which is effective,
practical and constant, concrete
steps and immediate measures for
preserving and improving the natur-
al environment and thus putting an
end as quickly as possible to the
phenomenon of social and economic
exclusion, with its baneful con-
sequences: human trafficking, the
marketing of human organs and tis-
sues, the sexual exploitation of boys
and girls, slave labour, including
prostitution, the drug and weapons
trade, terrorism and international or-
ganized crime. Such is the mag-
nitude of these situations and their
toll in innocent lives, that we must
avoid every temptation to fall into a
declarationist nominalism which
would assuage our consciences. We
need to ensure that our institutions
are truly effective in the struggle
against all these scourges.

The number and complexity of
the problems require that we possess
technical instruments of verification.

But this involves two risks. We can
rest content with the bureaucratic
exercise of drawing up long lists of
good proposals — goals, objectives
and statistics — or we can think that
a single theoretical and aprioristic
solution will provide an answer to
all the challenges. It must never be
forgotten that political and econom-
ic activity is only effective when it is
understood as a prudential activity,
guided by a perennial concept of
justice and constantly conscious of
the fact that, above and beyond our
plans and programmes, we are deal-
ing with real men and women who
live, struggle and suffer, and are of-
ten forced to live in great poverty,
deprived of all rights.

To enable these real men and wo-
men to escape from extreme poverty,
we must allow them to be dignified
agents of their own destiny. Integral
human development and the full ex-
ercise of human dignity cannot be
imposed. They must be built up and
allowed to unfold for each individu-
al, for every family, in communion
with others, and in a right relation-
ship with all those areas in which
human social life develops — friends,
communities, towns and cities,
schools, businesses and unions,
provinces, nations, etc. This presup-
poses and requires the right to edu-
cation — also for girls (excluded in
certain places) — which is ensured
first and foremost by respecting and
reinforcing the primary right of the
family to educate its children, as
well as the right of churches and so-
cial groups to support and assist
families in the education of their
children. Education conceived in
this way is the basis for the imple-
mentation of the 2030 Agenda and
for reclaiming the environment.

At the same time, government
leaders must do everything possible
to ensure that all can have the min-
imum spiritual and material means
needed to live in dignity and to cre-
ate and support a family, which is
the primary cell of any social devel-
opment. In practical terms, this ab-
solute minimum has three names:
lodging, labour, and land; and one
spiritual name: spiritual freedom,
which includes religious freedom,
the right to education and all other
civil rights.

For all this, the simplest and best
measure and indicator of the imple-
mentation of the new Ag e n d a for de-
velopment will be effective, practical
and immediate access, on the part of
all, to essential material and spiritual
goods: housing, dignified and prop-
erly remunerated employment, ad-
equate food and drinking water; reli-
gious freedom and, more generally,
spiritual freedom and education.
These pillars of integral human de-
velopment have a common founda-
tion, which is the right to life and,
more generally, what we could call
the right to existence of human
nature itself.

The ecological crisis, and the
large-scale destruction of biod-
iversity, can threaten the very exist-
ence of the human species. The
baneful consequences of an irre-
sponsible mismanagement of the
global economy, guided only by am-
bition for wealth and power, must

serve as a summons to a forthright
reflection on man: “man is not only
a freedom which he creates for him-
self. Man does not create himself.
He is spirit and will, but also
n a t u re ” (Benedict XVI, Address to the
Bundestag, 22 September 2011, cited
in Laudato Si’, n. 6). Creation is
compromised “where we ourselves
have the final word.... The misuse of
creation begins when we no longer
recognize any instance above
ourselves, when we see nothing else
but ourselves” (Address to the Clergy
of the Diocese of Bolzano-Bressanone, 6
August 2008, cited ibid.). Con-
sequently, the defence of the envir-
onment and the fight against exclu-
sion demand that we recognize a
moral law written into human nature
itself, one which includes the natural
difference between man and woman
(cf. Laudato Si’, n. 155), and absolute
respect for life in all its stages and
dimensions (cf. ibid., nn. 123, 136).

Without the recognition of certain
incontestable natural ethical limits
and without the immediate imple-
mentation of those pillars of integral
human development, the ideal of
“saving succeeding generations from
the scourge of war” (Charter of the
United Nations, Preamble), and “p ro -
moting social progress and better
standards of life in larger freedom”
(ibid.), risks becoming an unattain-
able illusion, or, even worse, idle
chatter which serves as a cover for
all kinds of abuse and corruption, or
for carrying out an ideological col-
onization by the imposition of an-
omalous models and lifestyles which
are alien to people’s identity and, in
the end, irresponsible.

War is the negation of all rights
and a dramatic assault on the envir-
onment. If we want true integral hu-
man development for all, we must
work tirelessly to avoid war between
nations and peoples.

To this end, there is a need to en-
sure the uncontested rule of law and
tireless recourse to negotiation, me-
diation and arbitration, as proposed
by the Charter of the United Nations,
which constitutes truly a fundament-
al juridical norm. The experience of
these 70 years since the founding of
the United Nations in general, and
in particular the experience of these
first 15 years of the third millennium,
reveal both the effectiveness of the
full application of international
norms and the ineffectiveness of
their lack of enforcement. When the
Charter of the United Nations is re-
spected and applied with transpar-
ency and sincerity, and without ul-
terior motives, as an obligatory refer-
ence point of justice and not as a
means of masking spurious inten-
tions, peaceful results will be ob-
tained. When, on the other hand,
the norm is considered simply as an
instrument to be used whenever it
proves favourable, and to be
avoided when it is not, a true Pan-
dora’s box is opened, releasing un-
controllable forces which gravely
harm defenseless populations, the
cultural milieu and even the biolo-
gical environment.

The Preamble and the first Article
of the Charter of the United Nations
set forth the foundations of the in-
ternational juridical framework:

At the United Nations Headquarters
CONTINUED FROM PA G E 9
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peace, the pacific solution of
disputes and the development of
friendly relations between the na-
tions. Strongly opposed to such
statements, and in practice denying
them, is the constant tendency to
the proliferation of arms, especially
weapons of mass distraction, such as
nuclear weapons. An ethics and a
law based on the threat of mutual
destruction — and possibly the de-
struction of all mankind — are self-
contradictory and an affront to the
entire framework of the United Na-
tions, which would end up as “na-
tions united by fear and distrust”.
There is urgent need to work for a
world free of nuclear weapons, in
full application of the Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty, in letter and spirit, with
the goal of a complete prohibition
of these weapons.

The recent agreement reached on
the nuclear question in a sensitive
region of Asia and the Middle East
is proof of the potential of political
good will and of law, exercised with
sincerity, patience and constancy. I
express my hope that this agreement
will be lasting and efficacious, and
bring forth the desired fruits with
the cooperation of all the parties in-
volved.

In this sense, hard evidence is not
lacking of the negative effects of
military and political interventions
which are not coordinated between
members of the international com-
munity. For this reason, while regret-
ting to have to do so, I must renew
my repeated appeals regarding to
the painful situation of the entire
Middle East, North Africa and other
African countries, where Christians,
together with other cultural or eth-
nic groups, and even members of
the majority religion who have no
desire to be caught up in hatred and
folly, have been forced to witness the
destruction of their places of wor-
ship, their cultural and religious her-
itage, their houses and property, and
have faced the alternative either of
fleeing or of paying for their adhe-
sion to good and to peace by their
own lives, or by enslavement.

These realities should serve as a
grave summons to an examination
of conscience on the part of those
charged with the conduct of interna-
tional affairs. Not only in cases of
religious or cultural persecution, but
in every situation of conflict, as in
Ukraine, Syria, Iraq, Libya, South
Sudan and the Great Lakes region,
real human beings take precedence
over partisan interests, however le-

gitimate the latter may be. In wars
and conflicts there are individual
persons, our brothers and sisters,
men and women, young and old,
boys and girls who weep, suffer and
die. Human beings who are easily
discarded when our response is
simply to draw up lists of problems,
strategies and disagreements.

As I wrote in my letter to the
Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions on 9 August 2014, “the most
basic understanding of human dig-
nity compels the international com-
munity, particularly through the
norms and mechanisms of interna-
tional law, to do all that it can to
stop and to prevent further system-
atic violence against ethnic and reli-
gious minorities” and to protect in-
nocent peoples.

Along the same lines I would
mention another kind of conflict
which is not always so open, yet is
silently killing millions of people.
Another kind of war experienced by
many of our societies as a result of
the narcotics trade. A war which is
taken for granted and poorly fought.
Drug trafficking is by its very nature
accompanied by trafficking in per-
sons, money laundering, the arms
trade, child exploitation and other
forms of corruption. A corruption
which has penetrated to different
levels of social, political, military,
artistic and religious life, and, in
many cases, has given rise to a par-
allel structure which threatens the
credibility of our institutions.

I began this speech recalling the
visits of my predecessors. I would
hope that my words will be taken
above all as a continuation of the fi-
nal words of the address of Pope
Paul VI; although spoken almost ex-
actly 50 years ago, they remain ever
timely. I quote: “The hour has come
when a pause, a moment of recollec-
tion, reflection, even of prayer, is ab-
solutely needed so that we may
think back over our common origin,
our history, our common destiny.
The appeal to the moral conscience
of man has never been as necessary
as it is today.... For the danger
comes neither from progress nor
from science; if these are used well,
they can help to solve a great num-
ber of the serious problems besetting
mankind (Address to the United Na-
tions Organization, 4 October 1965).
Among other things, human genius,
well applied, will surely help to meet
the grave challenges of ecological
deterioration and of exclusion. As
Paul VI said: “The real danger comes
from man, who has at his disposal
ever more powerful instruments that
are as well fitted to bring about ruin
as they are to achieve lofty con-
quests” (ibid.).

The common home of all men
and women must continue to rise on
the foundations of a right under-
standing of universal fraternity and
respect for the sacredness of every
human life, of every man and every
woman, the poor, the elderly, chil-
dren, the infirm, the unborn, the un-
employed, the abandoned, those
considered disposable because they
are only considered as part of a stat-
istic. This common home of all men
and women must also be built on
the understanding of a certain sac-
redness of created nature.

Such understanding and respect
call for a higher degree of wisdom,
one which accepts transcendence,

self-transcendence, rejects the cre-
ation of an all-powerful élite, and re-
cognizes that the full meaning of in-
dividual and collective life is found
in selfless service to others and in
the sage and respectful use of cre-
ation for the common good. To re-
peat the words of Paul VI, “the edi-
fice of modern civilization has to be
built on spiritual principles, for they
are the only ones capable not only
of supporting it, but of shedding
light on it” (ibid.).

El Gaucho Martín Fierro, a classic
of literature in my native land, says:
“Brothers should stand by each
other, because this is the first law;
keep a true bond between you al-
ways, at every time — because if you
fight among yourselves, you’ll be de-
voured by those outside”.

The contemporary world, so ap-
parently connected, is experiencing a
growing and steady social fragmen-
tation, which places at risk “the
foundations of social life” and con-
sequently leads to “battles over con-
flicting interests” (Laudato Si’, n.
229).

The present time invites us to give
priority to actions which generate
new processes in society, so as to
bear fruit in significant and positive
historical events (cf. Evangelii Gaud-
ium, n. 223). We cannot permit
ourselves to postpone “certain agen-
das” for the future. The future de-
mands of us critical and global de-
cisions in the face of world-wide
conflicts which increase the number
of the excluded and those in need.

The praiseworthy international
juridical framework of the United
Nations Organization and of all its
activities, like any other human en-
deavour, can be improved, yet it re-
mains necessary; at the same time it
can be the pledge of a secure and
happy future for future generations.
And so it will, if the representatives
of the States can set aside partisan
and ideological interests, and sin-
cerely strive to serve the common
good. I pray to Almighty God that
this will be the case, and I assure
you of my support and my prayers,
and the support and prayers of all
the faithful of the Catholic Church,
that this Institution, all its member
States, and each of its officials, will
always render an effective service to
mankind, a service respectful of di-
versity and capable of bringing out,
for sake of the common good, the
best in each people and in every in-
dividual. God bless you all. Thank
you.

In the heart
of New York

GI O VA N N I MARIA VIAN

In Philadelphia, the third and fi-
nal stop on Bergoglio’s journey in
the United States, the Pope
closed the World Meeting of
Families. Indeed, the topic of
family, which is a pivotal theme
at the centre of his concerns and
those of the upcoming Synod,
was raised many times
throughout his visit to Cuba and
the United States. The Pontiff’s
itinerary included — like those of
his three Predecessors four times
in the past 50 years — an address
to the United Nations General
Assembly in New York City. His
lengthy discourse to world repres-
entatives generated tremendous
international media attention, as
did the papal events in the heart
of New York, which concluded
with a large Mass at Madison
Square Garden.

God lives in our cities and it is
possible to see his light emerging
from the darkness, according to
an image from Isaiah. In the
homily which concluded his visit
to the great metropolis, the Pope
modernized quite effectively this
image of darkness and smog:
“The people who walk, breathe
and live in the midst of smog,
have seen a great light, have ex-
perienced a breath of fresh air”.
And knowing that Jesus — the
“Wonderful Counselor, the
Mighty God, the Everlasting
Father, the Prince of Peace”, ac-
cording to the prophet’s descrip-
tion — walks in this unique his-
tory of salvation fills us with
hope. As the giver of true peace,
he leads us to encounter others,
manifesting his merciful presence
in our daily lives, as Teresa of
Avila perceived.

The words seem to reverberate
and exemplify the Pontiff’s
simple and touching encounter
with several immigrant families —
in particular with children and
teenagers supported by Catholic
Charities — in a parish in Harlem,
one of New York’s most under-
privileged and difficult neigh-
bourhoods. Where there is no joy,
the devil is at work, whereas on
the contrary, Jesus brings and
wants joy, the Pope said. But

CONTINUED ON PA G E 14
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Prayer meeting with religious leaders at the Ground Zero Memorial in New York

Where life triumphs
over the prophets of death

On Friday, 25 September, there was an
Interreligious Meeting at the Ground Zero
Memorial. There the Holy Father joined
New York City’s religious leaders in the
late morning, after delivering his speech at
the UN. The following is the English text
of his reflection, which he gave in Spanish.

Dear Friends,
I feel many different emotions standing
here at Ground Zero, where thousands
of lives were taken in a senseless act of
destruction. Here grief is palpable. The
water we see flowing towards that
empty pit reminds us of all those lives

sonal, faceless, lonely, you demon-
strated the powerful solidarity born of
mutual support, love and self-sacrifice.
No one thought about race, nationality,
neighborhoods, religion or politics. It
was all about solidarity, meeting imme-
diate needs, brotherhood. It was about
being brothers and sisters. New York
City firemen walked into the crumbling
towers, with no concern for their own
wellbeing. Many succumbed; their sac-
rifice enabled great numbers to be
saved.

This place of death became a place
of life too, a place of saved lives, a

For all our differences and disagree-
ments, we can live in a world of peace.
In opposing every attempt to create a
rigid uniformity, we can and must
build unity on the basis of our diversity
of languages, cultures and religions,
and lift our voices against everything
which would stand in the way of such
unity. Together we are called to say
“no” to every attempt to impose uni-
formity and “yes” to a diversity accep-
ted and reconciled.

This can only happen if we uproot
from our hearts all feelings of hatred,
vengeance and resentment. We know
that that is only possible as a gift from
heaven. Here, in this place of remem-
brance, I would ask everyone together,
each in his or her own way, to spend a
moment in silence and prayer. Let us
implore from on high the gift of com-
mitment to the cause of peace. Peace in
our homes, our families, our schools
and our communities. Peace in all
those places where war never seems to
end. Peace for those faces which have
known nothing but pain. Peace
throughout this world which God has
given us as the home of all and a home
for all. Simply PEACE.

In this way, the lives of our dear
ones will not be lives which will one
day be forgotten. Instead, they will be
present whenever we strive to be
prophets not of tearing down but of
building up, prophets of reconciliation,
prophets of peace.

Prayer of remembrance
The following prayer was recited by
Pope Francis:

O God of love,
compassion and healing,
look on us, people of many different
faiths and religious traditions,
who gather today on this hallowed
ground, the scene of unspeakable
violence and pain.

We ask you in your goodness
to give eternal light and peace
to all who died here:
the heroic first-responders:
our fire fighters, police officers,
emergency service workers

and Port Authority personnel,
along with all the innocent men and
women who were victims
of this tragedy
simply because their work or service
brought them here on September 11.

We ask you, in your compassion,
to bring healing to those who,
because of their presence here
fourteen years ago,
continue to suffer from injuries and
illness.
Heal, too, the pain of still-grieving
families and all who lost loved ones
in this tragedy.
Give them strength to continue their
lives with courage and hope.

We are mindful as well
of those who suffered death,
injury and loss on the same day
at the Pentagon
and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.
Our hearts are one with theirs
as our prayer embraces their pain
and suffering.

God of peace, bring your peace to
our violent world:
peace in the hearts of all men and
women and peace
among the nations of the earth.
Turn to your way of love
those whose hearts and minds
are consumed with hatred,
and who justify killing in the name
of religion.

God of understanding,
overwhelmed by the magnitude of
this tragedy,
we seek your light and guidance
as we confront such terrible events.
Grant that those whose lives were
spared may live
so that the lives lost here
may not have been lost in vain.
Comfort and console us,
strengthen us in hope,
and give us the wisdom and courage
to work tirelessly for a world where
true peace and love reign
among nations and in the hearts
of all.

A white rose for the victims
GA E TA N O VALLINI

A white rose in memory of the 2,979 victims and silent
prayer at the south fountain where one of the Twin Towers
once stood. Pope Francis’ visit to the Ground Zero Me-
morial began this way on Friday morning, 25 September.
Visibly moved, the Holy Father met a police officer in a
wheel chair, one of the many people who still bear the in-
delible signs of the terrible tragedy on September 11th. Ac-
companied by the Archbishop of New York, Cardinal
Timothy Dolan, the Pope greeted the families of 20 fallen
rescue workers. Then he entered the Memorial and trav-
elled to the Foundation Hall for the interreligious meeting.
It was the Pope, who on accepting the invitation, asked
that the visit at Ground Zero be an interreligious prayer
meeting for peace and for the victims of the terrible at-

present were Rudolph Giuliani, the city’s mayor at the time
of the attack, and New York State Governor Andrew
Cuomo.

The service began with a greeting by Cardinal Dolan,
followed by reflections by Elliot Cosgrove, Rabbi of the
Park Avenue Synagogue, and by Khalid Latif, Executive
Director and Chaplain for the Islamic Center at New York
University. Before speaking, the men embraced and then
addressed the importance of remaining united as brothers
of different religions to condemn acts of violence and reaf-
firm the sacredness of human life. Among the other read-
ings and reflections, Francis recited the same prayer which
Benedict said when he visited the site on 20 April 2008.
After the Pope’s address and the exchange of peace, he vis-
ited the Memorial’s museum. Meanwhile in the square, sev-
eral people left flowers on the edge of the fountain, in
memory of those who are no longer with us.

tacks. Thus for the
first time representat-
ives of different reli-
gions and faiths
joined together in the
space where the
World Trade Center
once stood. Twelve
representatives wel-
comed Francis to the
podium which stood
beside the remains of
one of the Tower’s pil-
lars. Among those

which fell prey to those
who think that destruc-
tion, tearing down, is the
only way to settle con-
flicts. It is the silent cry
of those who were vic-
tims of a mindset which
knows only violence,
hatred and revenge. A
mindset which can only
cause pain, suffering, de-
struction and tears.

The flowing water is
also a symbol of our
tears. Tears at so much
devastation and ruin,
past and present. This is
a place where we shed
tears, we weep out of a
sense of helplessness in
the face of injustice,
murder, and the failure

hymn to the triumph of
life over the prophets of
destruction and death, to
goodness over evil, to re-
conciliation and unity
over hatred and division.

It is a source of great
hope that in this place of
sorrow and remembrance
I can join with leaders
representing the many re-
ligious traditions which
enrich the life of this
great city. I trust that our
presence together will be
a powerful sign of our
shared desire to be a
force for reconciliation,
peace and justice in this
community and
throughout the world.

to settle conflicts through dialogue.
Here we mourn the wrongful and
senseless loss of innocent lives because
of the inability to find solutions which
respect the common good. This flow-
ing water reminds us of yesterday’s
tears, but also of all the tears still being
shed today.

A few moments ago I met some of
the families of the fallen first respon-
ders. Meeting them made me see once
again how acts of destruction are never
impersonal, abstract or merely material.
They always have a face, a concrete
story, names. In those family members,
we see the face of pain, a pain which
still touches us and cries out to heaven.

At the same time, those family mem-
bers showed me the other face of this
attack, the other face of their grief: the
power of love and remembrance. A re-
membrance that does not leave us
empty and withdrawn. The names of so
many loved ones are written around the
towers’ footprints. We can see them, we
can touch them, and we can never for-
get them.

Here, amid pain and grief, we also
have a palpable sense of the heroic
goodness which people are capable of,
those hidden reserves of strength from
which we can draw. In the depths of
pain and suffering, you also witnessed
the heights of generosity and service.
Hands reached out, lives were given. In
a metropolis which might seem imper-

At Mass in Madison Square Garden the Pontiff invites faithful to find the light in the city smog

God in the city
Forgotten are foreigners, those without medical insurance and the elderly

Thousands of New Yorkers gathered for
Mass with the Holy Father on Friday
afternoon, 25 September, at Madison
Square Garden. The following is the
English text of the Pope’s homily which
was delivered in Spanish.

We are in Madison Square Garden, a
place synonymous with this city. This is
the site of important athletic, artistic
and musical events attracting people
not only from this city, but from the
whole world. In this place, which rep-
resents both the variety and the com-
mon interests of so many different
people, we have listened to the words:
“The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light” (Is 9:1).

The people who walked — caught up
in their activities and routines, amid
their successes and failures, their wor-
ries and expectations — have seen a
great light. The people who walked —
with all their joys and hopes, their dis-
appointments and regrets — have seen a
great light.

In every age, the People of God are
called to contemplate this light. A light
for the nations, as the elderly Simeon
joyfully expressed it. A light meant to
shine on every corner of this city, on
our fellow citizens, on every part of our
lives.

“The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light”. One special

quality of God’s people is their ability
to see, to contemplate, even in “mo-
ments of darkness”, the light which
Christ brings. God’s faithful people
can see, discern and contemplate his
living presence in the midst of life, in
the midst of the city. Together with the
prophet Isaiah, we can say: The people
who walk, breathe and live in the midst
of smog, have seen a great light, have
experienced a breath of fresh air.

Living in a big city is not always
easy. A multicultural context presents
many complex challenges. Yet big cities
are a reminder of the hidden riches
present in our world: in the diversity of
its cultures, traditions and historical ex-
periences. In the variety of its lan-
guages, costumes and cuisine. Big cities
bring together all the different ways
which we human beings have dis-
covered to express the meaning of life,
wherever we may be.

But big cities also conceal the faces
of all those people who don’t appear to
belong, or are second-class citizens. In
big cities, beneath the roar of traffic,
beneath “the rapid pace of change”, so
many faces pass by unnoticed because
they have no “right” to be there, no
right to be part of the city. They are
the foreigners, the children who go
without schooling, those deprived of
medical insurance, the homeless, the
forgotten elderly. These people stand at
the edges of our great avenues, in our
streets, in deafening anonymity. They
become part of an urban landscape

which is more and more taken for gran-
ted, in our eyes, and especially in our
hearts.

Knowing that Jesus still walks our
streets, that he is part of the lives of his
people, that he is involved with us in
one vast history of salvation, fills us
with hope. A hope which liberates us
from the forces pushing us to isolation
and lack of concern for the lives of oth-
ers, for the life of our city. A hope
which frees us from empty “connec-
tions”, from abstract analyses, or sensa-
tionalist routines. A hope which is un-
afraid of involvement, which acts as a
leaven wherever we happen to live and
work. A hope which makes us see, even
in the midst of smog, the presence of
God as he continues to walk the streets
of our city. Because God is in the city.

What is it like, this light travelling
through our streets? How do we en-
counter God, who lives with us amid
the smog of our cities? How do we en-
counter Jesus, alive and at work in the
daily life of our multicultural cities?

The prophet Isaiah can guide us in
this process of “learning to see”. He
speaks of the light which is Jesus. And
now he presents Jesus to us as the
“Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty
God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince
of Peace”. In this way, he introduces us
to the life of the Son, so that his life
can be our life.

Wonderful Counselor. The Gospels
tell us how many people came up to
Jesus to ask: “Master, what must we
do?” The first thing that Jesus does in
response is to propose, to encourage, to
motivate. He keeps telling his disciples
to go, to go out. He urges them to go
out and meet others where they really
are, not where we think they should be.
Go out, again and again, go out
without fear, go out without hesitation.
Go out and proclaim this joy which is
for all the people.

The Mighty God. In Jesus, God
himself became Emmanuel, God-with-
us, the God who walks alongside us,
who gets involved in our lives, in our
homes, in the midst of our “pots and
pans”, as St Teresa of Jesus liked to
s a y.

The Everlasting Father. No one or
no thing can separate us from his Love.
Go out and proclaim, go out and show
that God is in your midst as a merciful
Father who himself goes out, morning

Gathered in Christ
“At every Mass, every day, we pray
for and in union with, ‘Francis, our
Pop e’”. Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop
of New York, said this in his greet-
ing to the Pontiff at the start of
Mass in Madison Square Garden.
On behalf of the bishops, priests,
deacons, men and women religious,
benefactors, faithful, volunteers and
charities of the archdiocese, he
thanked the Holy Father for leading
them in ‘the most important and
powerful act we can do: the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass”.

CONTINUED ON PA G E 14
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To children in Harlem

Never stop dreaming

In the heart of New York
CONTINUED FROM PA G E 11

Go d’s presence is also visible in
the most tragic situations, where
“grief is palpable”. Such is the case
at the Ground Zero Memorial of
the 11 September tragedy, where
the Twin Towers once stood and
where Benedict XVI once prayed on
a cold and grey April morning.

The place has been admirably
transformed by the will and the
memory of New Yorkers, showing
in this way the horrific wound in-
flicted by those who committed in-
justice and fratricide. Here the
Pope took part in a moving testi-
mony of peace and prayer together
with men and women of various
religions — Hindus, Buddhists,
Sikhs, Christians, Muslims, Jews —
which will remain one of the lofti-
est symbols of his pontificate, “a
powerful sign of our shared desire
to be a force for reconciliation,
peace and justice in this com-
munity and throughout the world”.

And, as Paul VI first did 50 years
ago, on 4 October 1965, Francis
directly addressed the global com-
munity, speaking before the United
Nations. As broad as it was im-
portant, while not hiding the limit-

ations and ongoing problems, his
address resounded in distinct sup-
port of the institution without
whose “international activity, man-
kind would not have been able to
survive the unchecked use of its
own possibilities”, the Pope stated
at the beginning of his protracted
a d d re s s .

The environment, the excluded,
war, the arms trade, the path of ne-
gotiations, drug trafficking were all
topics that Bergoglio expanded on.
Before ending his talk he quoted
these poignant words from
Montini’s historic speech: “For the
danger comes neither from pro-
gress nor from science; if these are
used well they can, on the contrary,
help to solve a great number of the
serious problems besetting man-
kind. The real danger comes from
man, who has at his disposal ever
more powerful instruments that are
as well fitted to bring about ruin as
they are to achieve lofty con-
quests.... The edifice of modern
civilization has to be built on spir-
itual principles, for they are the
only ones capable not only of sup-
porting it, but of shedding light on
it”.

G.M.V.

God in the city

and evening, to see if his son has re-
turned home and, as soon as he sees
him coming, runs out to embrace
him. This is beautiful. An embrace
which wants to take up, purify and
elevate the dignity of his children. A
Father who, in his embrace, is “glad
tidings to the poor, healing to the
afflicted, liberty to captives, comfort
to those who mourn” (Is 61:1-2).

Prince of Peace. Go out to others
and share the good news that God,
our Father, walks at our side. He
frees us from anonymity, from a life
of emptiness, and brings us to the
school of encounter. He removes us
from the fray of competition and

self-absorption, and he opens before
us the path of peace. That peace
which is born of accepting others,
that peace which fills our hearts
whenever we look upon those in
need as our brothers and sisters.

God is living in our cities. The
Church is living in our cities. God
and the Church living in our cities
want to be like yeast in the dough,
to relate to everyone, to stand at
everyone’s side, proclaiming the
marvels of the Wonderful Counselor,
the Mighty God, the Eternal Father,
the Prince of Peace.

“The people who walked in dark-
ness have seen a great light”. And
we, as Christians, are witnesses to
this.

CONTINUED FROM PA G E 12

On Friday 25 September, after leaving
the Ground Zero Memorial and before
celebrating Mass in Madison Square
Garden, the Holy Father visited East
Harlem to meet with children and
immigrant families at Our Lady,
Queen of Angels School. The following
is the English text of the Pope’s
address which he gave in Spanish.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good afternoon!
I am very happy to be with you
today, together with this big family
which surrounds you. I see your
teachers, your parents and your fam-
ily members. Thank you for letting
me come, and I ask pardon from
your teachers for “stealing” a few
minutes of their class time. I know
that you don’t mind that!

They tell me that one of the nice
things about this school, about your
work, is that some students come

much to learn! And not just home-
work, but so other many things too.

The good thing is that we also
make new friends. This is very im-
portant, the new friends we make.
We meet people who open doors for
us, who are kind to us. They offer
us friendship and understanding,
and they try to help us not to feel
like strangers, foreigners. People
work hard to help us feel at home.
Even if we sometimes think back on
where we came from, we meet good
people who help us feel at home.
How nice it is to feel that our
school, or the places where we gath-
er, are a second home. This is not
only important for you, but also for
your families. School then ends up
being one big family. A family
where, together with our mothers
and fathers, our grandparents, our
teachers and friends, we learn to
help one another, to share our good

joy to everyone you meet. It isn’t al-
ways easy. Every home has its prob-
lems, difficult situations, sickness,
but never stop dreaming so you can
be happy.

All of you here, children and
adults, have a right to dream and I
am very happy that here in school,
in your friends and your teachers, in
all who are here to help, you can
find the support you need.
Wherever there are dreams, wherever
there is joy, Jesus is always present.
Always. But who is it that sows sad-
ness, that sows mistrust, envy, evil
desires? What is his name? The dev-
il. The devil always sows sadness,
because he doesn’t want us to be
happy; he doesn’t want us to dream.
Wherever there is joy, Jesus is always
present. Because Jesus is joy, and he
wants to help us to feel that joy
every day of our lives.

Before going, I would like to give
you some homework. Can I? It is
just a little request, but a very im-

portant one. Please don’t forget to
pray for me, so that I can share with
many people the joy of Jesus. And
let us also pray that many other
people can share joy like your own,
whenever you feel supported, helped
and counseled, even when there are
problems. Even then, we still feel
peace in our hearts, because Jesus
never abandons us.

May God bless everyone of you
today and may Our Lady watch
over all of you. Thank you.

D on’t you know any songs? Don’t
you know how to sing? Let’s see,
who is the bravest one here... (two
women sing). Thank you very much.
Now, all together... one song, and
then we can all pray the Our Father
(song). Thank you! And now let’s
pray. Let us all pray the Our Father.
Our Father... May almighty God
bless you, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. (Am e n ). Pray for
me! Don’t forget the homework!

from other places, and many from
other countries. That is nice! Even
though I know that it is not easy to
have to move and find a new home,
to meet new neighbors and new
friends. It is not easy, but you have
to start. At the beginning it can be
pretty hard. Often you have to learn
a new language, adjust to a new cul-
ture, even a new climate. There is so

dignity and self-sufficiency. It is
beautiful to have dreams and to be
able to fight for our dreams. Don’t
ever forget this.

Today we want to keep dreaming.
We celebrate all the opportunities
which enable you, and us adults too,
not to lose the hope of a better
world with greater possibilities. So
many of the people I have met are

qualities, to give the best
of ourselves, to work as a
team, for that is very im-
portant, and to pursue our
d re a m s .

Very near here is a very
important street named
after a man who did a lot
for other people. I want to
talk a little bit about him.
He was the Rev. Martin
Luther King. One day he
said, “I have a dream”. His
dream was that many chil-
dren, many people could
have equal opportunities.
His dream was that many
children like you could get
an education. He dreamed
that many men and wo-
men, like yourselves, could
lift their heads high, in

also dreaming with you,
they are dreaming of
this. That is why they
are doing this work.
They are involved in
your lives to help you
move ahead. All of us
dream. Always. I know
that one of the dreams
of your parents and
teachers, and all those
who help them — and
Cardinal Dolan too,
who is a good fellow —
is that you can grow up
and be happy. Here I
see you smiling. Keep
smiling and help bring
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On Saturday afternoon, 26 September,
at Independence Mall, the Pontiff met
with the Hispanic community, as well
as other immigrants. The Pontiff
dedicated his address to religious
freedom. The following is the English
text of the Holy Father’s speech which
was delivered in Spanish.

Dear Friends,
Good afternoon. One of the high-
lights of my visit is to stand here,
before Independence Hall, the
birthplace of the United States of
America. It was here that the
freedoms which define this country
were first proclaimed. The Declara-
tion of Independence stated that all
men and women are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain inalienable rights,
and that governments exist to pro-
tect and defend those rights. Those
ringing words continue to inspire us
today, even as they have inspired
peoples throughout the world to
fight for the freedom to live in ac-
cordance with their dignity.

History also shows that these or
any truths must constantly be reaf-
firmed, re-appropriated and defen-
ded. The history of this nation is
also the tale of a constant effort,
lasting to our own day, to embody
those lofty principles in social and
political life. We remember the great
struggles which led to the abolition
of slavery, the extension of voting
rights, the growth of the labor
movement, and the gradual effort to
eliminate every kind of racism and
prejudice directed at further waves
of new Americans. This shows that,
when a country is determined to re-
main true to its principles, those
founding principles based on respect
for human dignity, it is strengthened
and renewed. When a country is
mindful of its roots, it keeps grow-
ing, it is renewed and it continues to
embrace newcomers, new individuals
and new peoples.

All of us benefit from remember-
ing our past. A people which re-
members does not repeat past errors;
instead, it looks with confidence to
the challenges of the present and the
future. Remembrance saves a
p eople’s soul from whatever or who-
ever would attempt to dominate it
or to use it for their own interests.
When individuals and communities
are guaranteed the effective exercise
of their rights, they are not only free
to realize their potential, they also,
through their talents and their hard
work, contribute to the welfare and
enrichment of society as a whole.

In this place which is symbolic of
the American way, I would like to
reflect with you on the right to reli-
gious freedom. It is a fundamental
right which shapes the way we inter-
act socially and personally with our
neighbors whose religious views dif-
fer from our own. The ideal of inter-
religious dialogue, where all men
and women, from different religious
traditions, can speak to one another
without arguing. This is what reli-
gious freedom allows.

Religious freedom certainly means
the right to worship God, individu-
ally and in community, as our con-
sciences dictate. But religious liberty,

by its nature, transcends places of
worship and the private sphere of
individuals and families. Because re-
ligion itself, the religious dimension,
is not a subculture; it is part of the
culture of every people and every
nation.

Our various religious traditions
serve society primarily by the mes-
sage they proclaim. They call indi-
viduals and communities to worship
God, the source of all life, liberty
and happiness. They remind us of
the transcendent dimension of hu-
man existence and our irreducible
freedom in the face of any claim to
absolute power. We need but look at
history — we always benefit from
looking at history — especially the
history of the last century, to see the
atrocities perpetrated by systems
which claimed to build one or an-
other “earthly paradise” by dominat-
ing peoples, subjecting them to ap-
parently indisputable principles and
denying them any kind of rights.
Our rich religious traditions seek to
offer meaning and direction, “they

have an enduring power to open
new horizons, to stimulate thought,
to expand the mind and heart”
(Evangelii Gaudium, n. 256). They
call to conversion, reconciliation,
concern for the future of society,
self-sacrifice in the service of the
common good, and compassion for
those in need. At the heart of their
spiritual mission is the proclamation
of the truth and dignity of the hu-
man person and all human rights.

Our religious traditions remind us
that, as human beings, we are called
to acknowledge an Other, who re-
veals our relational identity in the
face of every effort to impose “a uni-
formity to which the egotism of the
powerful, the conformism of the
weak, or the ideology of the utopian
would seek to impose on us” (M. de
Certeau).

In a world where various forms of
modern tyranny seek to suppress re-
ligious freedom, or, as I said earlier,
to try to reduce it to a subculture
without right to a voice in the pub-
lic square, or to use religion as a

pretext for hatred and brutality, it is
imperative that the followers of the
various religious traditions join their
voices in calling for peace, tolerance
and respect for the dignity and the
rights of others.

We live in an age subject to the
“globalization of the technocratic
paradigm” (Laudato Si’, n. 106),
which consciously aims at a one-
dimensional uniformity and seeks to
eliminate all differences and tradi-
tions in a superficial quest for unity.
The religions thus have the right
and the duty to make clear that it is
possible to build a society where “a
healthy pluralism which respects dif-
ferences and values them as such”
(Evangelii Gaudium, n. 255) is a
“precious ally in the commitment to
defending human dignity... and a
path to peace in our world”,
wounded as it is by wars (ibid., n.
257).

The Quakers who founded Phil-
adelphia were inspired by a pro-
found evangelical sense of the dig-
nity of each individual and the ideal
of a community united by brotherly
love. This conviction led them to
found a colony which would be a
haven of religious freedom and tol-
erance. That sense of fraternal con-
cern for the dignity of all, especially
the weak and the vulnerable, became
an essential part of the American
spirit. During his visit to the United
States in 1987, St John Paul II paid
moving homage to this, reminding
all Americans that: “The ultimate
test of your greatness is the way you
treat every human being, but espe-
cially the weakest and most defense-
less ones” (Farewell Address, 19
September 1987, n. 3).

I take this opportunity to thank
all those, of whatever religion, who
have sought to serve God, the God
of peace, by building cities of bro-
therly love, by caring for our neigh-
bors in need, by defending the dig-
nity of God’s gift, the gift of life in
all its stages, and by defending the
cause of the poor and the immig-
rant. All too often, those most in
need of our help, everywhere, are
unable to be heard. You are their
voice, and many of you — men and
women — have faithfully made their
cry heard. In this witness, which fre-
quently encounters powerful resist-
ance, you remind American demo-
cracy of the ideals for which it was
founded, and that society is
weakened whenever and wherever
injustice prevails.

An address on religious freedom at Independence Mall in Philadelphia

Modern tyranny

Archbishop Chaput’s greeting

Recalling our Founding Fathers
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“The United States is an experiment in freedom ordered by law and
ordered to basic truths about the human person. The greatest goods
in the American character come from our belief in a merciful God — a
God who guarantees the dignity and rights of all his children”. Arch-
bishop Joseph Chaput opened the meeting on religious freedom with
these words.  He went on to speak about one of the country’s Found-
ing Fathers, Alexander Hamilton. An immigrant himself, Hamilton
“set the United States on a course to become a world power”. His life,
the Archbishop of Philadelphia said, teaches us that “this is a nation
that no single ethnic group or privileged economic class ‘owns’.  It’s a
country where a person who comes from nowhere can still make a dif-
f e re n c e ”. Hamilton reminds us “that immigrants from around the
world renew this country in every generation. They breathe new life
into what George Washington called the ‘bosom of America’”. “We
live at an odd time in history”, he continued. “When the Church de-
fends marriage and the family, the unborn child and the purpose of
human sexuality, she’s attacked as too harsh.  When she defends im-
migrant workers and families that are broken up by deportation, she’s
attacked as too soft.  And yet she is neither of those things”.  Arch-
bishop Chaput concluded: “When it comes to immigration, the
Church reminds us that in the end, all of us are children of the same
loving God”. 
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The Pontiff at Mass in the Cathedral of Philadelphia

More responsibilities for the laity
Women contribute immensely to the life of our communities

we share our own joy and enthusi-
asm in serving the Lord?

One of the great challenges facing
the Church in this generation is to
foster in all the faithful a sense of
personal responsibility for the
C h u rc h ’s mission, and to enable
them to fulfill that responsibility as
missionary disciples, as a leaven of
the Gospel in our world. This will
require creativity in adapting to
changed situations, carrying forward
the legacy of the past not primarily
by maintaining our structures and
institutions, which have served us
well, but above all by being open to
the possibilities which the Spirit
opens up to us and communicating
the joy of the Gospel, daily and in
every season of our life.

“What about you?” It is signific-
ant that these words of the elderly
Pope were addressed to a lay wo-
man. We know that the future of the
Church in a rapidly changing soci-
ety will call, and even now calls, for

a much more active engagement on
the part of the laity. The Church in
the United States has always de-
voted immense effort to the work of
catechesis and education. Our chal-
lenge today is to build on those sol-
id foundations and to foster a sense
of collaboration and shared respons-
ibility in planning for the future of
our parishes and institutions. This
does not mean relinquishing the
spiritual authority with which we
have been entrusted; rather, it means
discerning and employing wisely the
manifold gifts which the Spirit
pours out upon the Church. In a
particular way, it means valuing the
immense contribution which women,
lay and religious, have made and
continue to make, in the life of our
communities.

Dear brothers and sisters, I thank
you for the way in which each of
you has answered Jesus’ question
which inspired your own vocation:
“What about you?”. I encourage you
to be renewed in the joy and wonder
of that first encounter with Jesus,
and to draw from that joy renewed
fidelity and strength. I look forward
to being with you in these days and
I ask you to bring my affectionate
greetings to those who could not be
with us, especially the many elderly
priests and men and women reli-
gious who join us in spirit.

During these days of the World
Meeting of Families, I would ask
you in a particular way to reflect on
our ministry to families, to couples
preparing for marriage, and to our
young people. I know how much is
being done in the local Churches to
respond to the needs of families and
to support them in their journey of
faith. I ask you to pray fervently for
them, and for the deliberations of
the forthcoming Synod on the Fam-
i l y.

Now, with gratitude for all we
have received, and with confident
assurance in all our needs, we turn
to Mary, our Blessed Mother. With
a mother’s love, may she intercede
for the growth of the Church in
America in prophetic witness to the
power of her Son’s Cross to bring
joy, hope and strength into our
world. I pray for each of you, and I
ask you, please, to pray for me.

At Independence Mall with the Hispanic community
CONTINUED FROM PA G E 15

In the Cathedral of Sts Peter and Paul in Philadelphia, the Pope celebrated
Mass with the bishops, clergy and religious of Pennsylvania, on Saturday
morning, 26 September. The following is the English text of the Holy Father’s
homily which was delivered in Spanish.

you?” — were addressed to
a young person, a young
woman with high ideals,
and they changed her life.
They made her think of the
immense work that had to
be done, and to realize that
she was being called to do
her part. How many young
people in our parishes and
schools have the same high
ideals, generosity of spirit,
and love for Christ and the
Church! I ask you: Do we
challenge them? Do we
make space for them and
help them to do their part?
To find ways of sharing
their enthusiasm and gifts
with our communities,
above all in works of mercy
and concern for others? Do

Just now I spoke of the trend to-
wards globalization. Globalization
is not evil. On the contrary, the
tendency to become globalized is
good; it brings us together. What
can be evil is how it happens. If a
certain kind of globalization claims
to make everyone uniform, to level
everyone out, that globalization
destroys the rich gifts and unique-
ness of each person and each
people. But a globalization which
attempts to bring everyone together
while respecting the uniqueness
and gifts of each person or people
is a good globalization; it helps all
of us to grow, and it brings peace. I
like to use a geometrical image for
this. If globalization is a sphere,
where every point is equidistant
from the center, it cancels
everything out; it is not good. But
if globalization is like a polyhed-
ron, where everything is united but
each element keeps its own identity,
then it is good; it causes a people
to grow, it bestows dignity and it
grants rights to all.

Among us today are members of
America’s large Hispanic popula-
tion, as well as representatives of
recent immigrants to the United
States. Many of you have emig-
rated (I greet you warmly!) to this
country at great personal cost, in
the hope of building a new life. Do
not be discouraged by whatever
hardships you face. I ask you not
to forget that, like those who came
here before you, you bring many
gifts to this nation. Please, you
should never be ashamed of your
traditions. Do not forget the les-
sons you learned from your elders,
which are something you can bring
to enrich the life of this American
land. I repeat, do not be ashamed
of what is part of you, your life
blood. You are also called to be re-
sponsible citizens, and to contrib-
ute fruitfully — as those who came
before you did with such fortitude
— to the life of the communities in
which you live. I think in particular
of the vibrant faith which so many
of you possess, the deep sense of
family life and all those other val-
ues which you have inherited. By

contributing your gifts, you will not
only find your place here, you will
help to renew society from within.
Do not forget what took place here
over two centuries ago. Do not for-
get that Declaration which pro-
claimed that all men and women
are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain
inalienable rights and that govern-
ments exist in order to protect and
defend those rights.

Dear friends, I thank you for
your warm welcome and for joining
me here today. Let us preserve free-
dom. Let us cherish freedom. Free-
dom of conscience, religious free-
dom, the freedom of each person,
each family, each people, which is
what gives rise to rights. May this
country and each of you be re-
newed in gratitude for the many
blessings and freedoms that you en-
joy. And may you defend these
rights, especially your religious free-
dom, for it has been given to you
by God himself. May he bless you
all. I ask you, please, say a little
prayer for me. Thank you.

This morning I learned something
about the history of this beautiful
Cathedral: the story behind its high
walls and windows. I would like to
think, though, that the history of the
Church in this city and state is really
a story not about building walls, but
about breaking them down. It is a
story about generation after genera-
tion of committed Catholics going
out to the peripheries, and building
communities of worship, education,
charity and service to the larger soci-
e t y.

That story is seen in the many
shrines which dot this city, and the
many parish churches whose towers
and steeples speak of God’s pres-

ence in the midst of our communit-
ies. It is seen in the efforts of all
those dedicated priests, religious and
laity who for over two centuries have
ministered to the spiritual needs of
the poor, the immigrant, the sick
and those in prison. And it is seen
in the hundreds of schools where re-
ligious brothers and sisters trained
children to read and write, to love
God and neighbor, and to contrib-
ute as good citizens to the life of
American society. All of this is a
great legacy which you have re-
ceived, and which you have been
called to enrich and pass on.

Most of you know the story of St
Katharine Drexel, one of the great
saints raised up by this local
Church. When she spoke to Pope
Leo XIII of the needs of the mis-
sions, the Pope — he was a very wise
Pope! — asked her pointedly: “What
about you? What are you going to
do?”. Those words changed Kathar-
ine’s life, because they reminded her
that, in the end, every Christian man
and woman, by virtue of baptism,
has received a mission. Each one of
us has to respond, as best we can, to
the Lord’s call to build up his Body,
the Church.

“What about you?” I would like
to dwell on two aspects of these
words in the context of our specific
mission to transmit the joy of the
Gospel and to build up the Church,
whether as priests, deacons, or men
and women who belong to institutes
of consecrated life.

First, those words — “What about



number 40, Friday, 2 October 2015 L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO page 17

At the prayer vigil on Benjamin Franklin Parkway the Pope speaks about the centrality of the family

A workshop of hope
On Saturday evening, 26 September,
families gathered in Philadelphia for
the prayer vigil for the eighth World
Meeting of Families on Benjamin
Franklin Parkway. After listening to
several testimonies, the Holy Father
delivered an off-the-cuff address in
Spanish. The following is the English
text.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Dear Families,
I thank those who offered their wit-
ness and those who brought us joy
through their art, through beauty,
which is the way to God. Beauty
brings us to God. And a truthful
witness brings us to God, because
God is also truth. He is beauty and
he is truth. A witness intended to
help others is good, it makes us
good, because God is goodness. It
brings us to God. All that is good,
all that is true and all that is beauti-
ful brings us to God. Because God
is good, God is beauty, God is
t ru t h .

I thank all of you. Those who
spoke to us and for the presence of
everyone here, which is itself a wit-
ness. A truthful witness that family
life is something worthwhile, and
that a society grows stronger and
better, it grows in beauty and it
grows in truth, when it rises on the
foundation of the family.

A young person once asked me —
you know how young people ask
hard questions! — “Father, what did
God do before he created the
world?”. Believe me, I had a hard
time answering that one. I told him
what I am going to tell you now.
Before he created the world, God
was in love, because God is love.
The love he had within himself, the
love between the Father and the
Son, in the Holy Spirit, was so
great, so overflowing — I’m not sure
if this is theologically precise, but
you will get what I am saying — that
love was so great that God could
not be selfish. He had to go out
from himself, in order to have
someone to love outside of himself.
So God created the world. God
made this wonderful world in which
we live and which, since we are not
too smart, we are now in the process
of destroying. But the most beauti-
ful thing God made — so the Bible
tells us — was the family. He created
man and woman. And he gave them
everything. He entrusted the world
to them: “Grow, multiply, cultivate
the earth, make it bear fruit, let it
g ro w ”. All the love he put into that
marvelous creation, he entrusted to a
f a m i l y.

Let’s go back a bit. All the love
God has in himself, all the beauty
God has in himself, all the truth
God has in himself, he entrusts to
the family. A family is truly a family
when it is capable of opening its
arms to receive all that love. Of
course the garden of Eden is long
gone; life has its problems; men and
women — through the wiles of the
devil — experienced division. And
all that love which God gave us was
practically lost. And in no time, the
first crime was committed, the first

right time came and then he gave
the greatest demonstration of love:
his Son. And where did he send his
Son? To a palace, to a city, to an of-
fice building? He sent him to a fam-
ily. God came into the world in a
family. And he could do this be-
cause that family was a family with a
heart open to love, a family whose
doors were open. We can think of
Mary, a young woman. She couldn’t
believe it: “How can this be?”. But
once it was explained to her, she
obeyed. We think of Joseph, full of
dreams for making a home; then
along comes this surprise which he
do esn’t understand. He accepts, he
obeys. And in the loving obedience
of this woman, Mary, and this man,
Joseph, we have a family into which
God comes. God always knocks on
the doors of our hearts. He likes to
do that. He goes out from within.
But do you know what he likes best
of all? To knock on the doors of
families. And to see families which
are united, families which love, fam-
ilies which bring up their children,
educating them and helping them to
grow, families which build a society
of goodness, truth and beauty.

We are celebrating the festival of
families. The family has a divine
identity card. Do you see what I
mean? God gave the family an iden-
tity card, so that families could be
places in our world where his truth,
love and beauty could continue to
take root and grow. Some of you
may say to me: “Father, you can say
that because you’re not married!”.
Certainly, in the family there are dif-
ficulties. In families we argue. In
families sometimes we throw dishes.
In families children cause headaches.
I’m not going to say anything about
mothers-in-law! Families always, al-
ways, have crosses. Always. Because
the love of God, the Son of God,

I don’t want to keep on talking
because it will go on too long, but I
did want to stress two little points
about the family. I would ask you to
think about them. We have to care
in a special way for children and for
grandparents. Children and young
people are the future; they are our
strength; they are what keep us mov-
ing forward. They are the ones in
whom we put our hope. Grandpar-
ents are a family’s memory. They are
the ones who gave us the faith, they
passed the faith on to us. Taking
care of grandparents and taking care
of children is the sign of love — I’m

The following is the English text that
the Pope had prepared for the prayer
vigil.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Dear Families,
First of all, I want to thank the fam-
ilies who were willing to share their
life stories with us. Thank you for
your witness! It is always a gift to
listen to families share their life ex-
periences; it touches our hearts. We
feel that they speak to us about
things that are very personal and
unique, which in some way involve
all of us. In listening to their experi-
ences, we can feel ourselves drawn
in, challenged as married couples
and parents, as children, brothers
and sisters, and grandparents.

As I was listening, I was thinking
how important it is for us to share
our home life and to help one an-
other in this marvelous and challen-
ging task of “being a family”.

Being with you makes me think of
one of the most beautiful mysteries
of our Christian faith. God did not
want to come into the world other
than through a family. God did not
want to draw near to humanity other
than through a home. God did not
want any other name for himself
than Emmanuel (cf. Mt 1:23). He is
“God with us”. This was his desire
from the beginning, his purpose, his
constant effort: to say to us: “I am
God with you, I am God for you”.
He is the God who from the very
beginning of creation said: “It is not
good for man to be alone” (Gen
2:18). We can add: it is not good for
woman to be alone, it is not good
for children, the elderly or the
young to be alone. It is not good.
That is why a man leaves his father
and mother, and clings to his wife,
and the two of them become one
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not sure if it is the greatest,
but for the family I would
say that it is the most
promising — because it
promises the future. A
people incapable of caring
for children and caring for
the elderly is a people
without a future, because it
lacks the strength and the
memory needed to move
forward. The family is
beautiful, but it takes hard
work; it brings problems.
In the family, sometimes
there is fighting. The hus-
band argues with the wife;
they get upset with each
other, or children get upset
with their parents. May I
offer a bit of advice: never
end the day without mak-
ing peace in the family. In
the family the day cannot
end in fighting. May God
bless you. May God give
you strength. May God in-
spire you to keep moving
forward. Let us care for the
family. Let us defend the
family, because there our
future is at stake. Thank
you. God bless you, and
please pray for me.

fratricide. Brother kills brother: war.
Go d’s love, beauty and truth, and
on the other hand the destructive-
ness of war: we are poised between
those two realities even today. It is
up to us to choose, to decide which
way to go.

But let’s go back. When the man
and his wife went astray and walked
away from God, God did not leave
them alone. Such was his love. So
great was his love that he began to
walk with mankind, he began to
walk alongside his people, until the

also asked us to follow him along
this way. But in families also, the
cross is followed by resurrection, be-
cause there too the Son of God
leads us. So the family is — if you
excuse the word — a workshop of
hope, of the hope of life and resur-
rection, since God was the one who
opened this path. Then too, there
are children. Children are hard
work. When we were children, we
were hard work. Sometimes back
home I see some of my staff who
come to work with rings under their
eyes. They have a one- or two-

month-old baby.
And I ask them:
“D idn’t you get any
sleep?” And they
say: “No, the baby
cried all night”. In
families, there are
difficulties, but those
difficulties are re-
solved by love.
Hatred doesn’t re-
solve any difficulty.
Divided hearts do
not resolve diffi-
culties. Only love is
capable of resolving
difficulty. Love is a
celebration, love is
joy, love is persever-
ance.
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A workshop of hope

flesh (cf. Gen 2:24). The two are
meant to be a home, a family.

From time immemorial, in the
depths of our heart, we have heard
those powerful words: it is not good
for you to be alone. The family is
the great blessing, the great gift of
this “God with us”, who did not
want to abandon us to the solitude
of a life without others, without
challenges, without a home.

God does not dream by himself,
he tries to do everything “with us”.
His dream constantly comes true in
the dreams of many couples who
work to make their life that of a
f a m i l y.

That is why the family is the liv-
ing symbol of the loving plan of
which the Father once dreamed. To
want to form a family is to resolve
to be a part of God’s dream, to
choose to dream with him, to want
to build with him, to join him in
this saga of building a world where
no one will feel alone, unwanted or
homeless.

As Christians, we appreciate the
beauty of the family and of family
life as the place where we come to
learn the meaning and value of hu-
man relationships. We learn that “to
love someone is not just a strong
feeling — it is a decision, it is a judg-
ment, it is a promise” (Erich Fromm,
The Art of Loving). We learn to stake
everything on another person, and
we learn that it is worth it.

Jesus was not a confirmed bachel-
or, far from it! He took the Church
as his bride, and made her a people
of his own. He laid down his life for
those he loved, so that his bride, the
Church, could always know that he
is God with us, his people, his fam-
ily. We cannot understand Christ
without his Church, just as we can-
not understand the Church without

her spouse, Christ Jesus, who gave
his life out of love, and who makes
us see that it is worth the price.

Laying down one’s life out of love
is not easy. As with the Master,
“staking everything” can sometimes
involve the cross. Times when
everything seems uphill. I think of
all those parents, all those families
who lack employment or workers’
rights, and how this is a true cross.
How many sacrifices they make to
earn their daily bread! It is under-
standable that, when these parents
return home, they are so weary that
they cannot give their best to their
c h i l d re n .

I think of all those families which
lack housing or live in overcrowded
conditions. Families which lack the
basics to be able to build bonds of
closeness, security and protection
from troubles of any kind.

I think of all those families which
lack access to basic health services.
Families which, when faced with
medical problems, especially those
of their younger or older members,
are dependent on a system which
fails to meet their needs, is insensit-
ive to their pain, and forces them to
make great sacrifices to receive ad-
equate treatment.

We cannot call any society healthy
when it does not leave real room for
family life. We cannot think that a
society has a future when it fails to
pass laws capable of protecting fam-
ilies and ensuring their basic needs,
especially those of families just start-
ing out. How many problems would
be solved if our societies protected
families and provided households,
especially those of recently married
couples, with the possibility of dig-
nified work, housing and healthcare

services to accompany them
throughout life.

Go d’s dream does not change; it
remains intact and it invites us to
work for a society which supports
families. A society where bread,
“fruit of the earth and the work of
human hands” continues to be put
on the table of every home, to nour-
ish the hope of its children.

Let us help one another to make
it possible to “stake everything on
love”. Let us help one another at
times of difficulty and lighten each
other’s burdens. Let us support one
another. Let us be families which are
a support for other families.

Perfect families do not exist. This
must not discourage us. Quite the
opposite. Love is something we
learn; love is something we live; love
grows as it is “f o rg e d ” by the con-
crete situations which each particular
family experiences. Love is born and
constantly develops amid lights and
shadows. Love can flourish in men
and women who try not to make
conflict the last word, but rather a
new opportunity. An opportunity to
seek help, an opportunity to ques-
tion how we need to improve, an
opportunity to discover the God
who is with us and never abandons
us. This is a great legacy that we can
give to our children, a very good
lesson: we make mistakes, yes; we
have problems, yes. But we know
that that is not really what counts.
We know that mistakes, problems
and conflicts are an opportunity to
draw closer to others, to draw closer
to God.

This evening we have come to-
gether to pray, to pray as a family, to
make our homes the joyful face of
the Church. To meet that God who
did not want to come into our world
in any other way than through a
family. To meet “God with us”, the
God who is always in our midst.

CONTINUED FROM PA G E 17

Pope Francis meets with a group of abuse victims

These precious children of God

My dearest brothers and sisters in
Christ, I am grateful for this oppor-
tunity to meet you, I am blessed by
your presence. Thank you for corn-
ing here today.

Words cannot fully express my
sorrow for the abuse you suffered.
You are precious children of God
who should always expect our pro-
tection, our care and our love. I am
profoundly sorry that your inno-
cence was violated by those whom
you trusted. In some cases the trust
was betrayed by members of your

own family, in other cases by priests
who carry a sacred responsibility for
the care of souls. In all circum-
stances, the betrayal was a terrible
violation of human dignity.

For those who were abused by a
member of the clergy, I am deeply
sorry for the times when you or your
family spoke out, to report the ab-
use, but you were not heard or be-
lieved. Please know that the Holy
Father hears you and believes you. I
deeply regret that some bishops
failed in their responsibility to pro-

tect children. It is very disturbing to
know that in some cases bishops
were even abusers. I pledge to you
that we will follow the path of truth
wherever it may lead. Clergy and
bishops will be held accountable
when they abuse or fail to protect
c h i l d re n .

We are gathered here in Phil-
adelphia to celebrate God’s gift of
family life. Within our family of
faith and our human families, the
sins and crimes of sexual abuse of
children must no longer be held in
secret and in shame. As we anticip-
ate the Jubilee Year of Mercy, your
presence, so generously given des-
pite the anger and pain you have ex-
perienced, reveals the merciful heart
of Christ. Your stories of survival,
each unique and compelling, are
powerful signs of the hope that
comes from the Lord’s promise to be
with us always.

It is good to know that you have
brought family members and friends
with you today. I am grateful for
their compassionate support and
pray that many people of the
Church will respond to the call to
accompany those who have suffered
abuse. May the Door of Mercy be
opened wide in our dioceses, our
parishes, our homes and our hearts,
to receive those who were abused
and to seek the path to forgiveness
by trusting in the Lord. We promise
to support your continued healing
and to always be vigilant to protect
the children of today and tomorrow.

When the disciples who walked
with Jesus on the road to Emmaus
recognized that He was the Risen
Lord, they asked Jesus to stay with
them. Like those disciples, I humbly
beg you and all survivors of abuse
to stay with us, to stay with the
Church, and that together, as pil-
grims on the journey of faith, we
might find our way to the Father.

In the St Charles Borromeo Seminary — before going to the chapel where on
Sunday, 27 September, he met with the bishops visiting Philadelphia for the
World Meeting of Families — the Pope held a meeting with a group of five
victims of sexual abuse (three women and two men). Accompanying the group
were Cardinal O’Malley, Archbishop of Boston and President of the Pontifical
Commission for the Protection of Minors; Archbishop Chaput and Msgr
Fitzgerald, Auxiliary of Philadelphia, head of the diocesan office for the p ro t e c t i o n
of minors. The following is the English text of the Holy Father’s words which
were delivered in Spanish.
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At his meeting with bishops the Pontiff calls to deepen the covenant between the Church and the family

Renewed closeness
Shame and sorrow for the crimes of sexual abuse that harm minors

The bishops visiting Philadelphia for
the World Meeting of Families gathered
together on Sunday morning, 27
September, in the Chapel of St Martin
in St Charles Borromeo Seminary to
meet Pope Francis. The following is the
English text of the Holy Father’s
address which was delivered in
Spanish.

Dear Brother Bishops,
Good morning. I am deeply pained
by the stories, the sufferings and the
pain of minors who were sexually
abused by priests. I continue to be
ashamed that persons charged with
the tender care of those little ones
abused them and caused them grave
harm. I deeply regret this. God
weeps. The crimes and sins of sexual
abuse of minors may no longer be
kept secret; I commit myself to en-
suring that the Church makes every
effort to protect minors and I prom-
ise that those responsible will be
held to account. Survivors of abuse
have become true heralds of hope
and ministers of mercy; humbly we
owe our gratitude to each of them
and to their families for their great
courage in shedding the light of
Christ on the evil sexual abuse of
minors. I say this because I have
just met with a group of persons ab-
used as children, who are helped
and accompanied here in Phil-
adelphia with particular care by

Needless to say, our understand-
ing, shaped by the interplay of ec-
clesial faith and the conjugal experi-
ence of sacramental grace, must not
lead us to disregard the unpreceden-
ted changes taking place in contem-
porary society, with their social, cul-
tural — and, sadly, also legal — ef-
fects on family bonds. These
changes affect all of us, believers
and non-believers alike. Christians
are not “immune” to the changes of
their times. This concrete world,
with all its many problems and pos-
sibilities, is where we must live, be-
lieve and proclaim.

Until recently, we lived in a social
context where the similarities
between the civil institution of mar-
riage and the Christian sacrament
were considerable and shared. The
two were interrelated and mutually
supportive. This is no longer the
case. To describe our situation
today, I would use two familiar im-
ages: our neighborhood stores and
our large supermarkets.

There was a time when one neigh-
borhood store had everything one
needed for personal and family life.
The products may not have been
cleverly displayed, or offered much
choice, but there was a personal
bond between the shopkeeper and
his customers. Business was done on
the basis of trust, people knew one
another, they were all neighbors.

which discards everything that is no
longer “useful” or “satisfying” for
the tastes of the consumer. We have
turned our society into a huge mul-
ticultural showcase tied only to the
tastes of certain “consumers”, while
so many others only “eat the crumbs
which fall from their masters’ table”
(Mt 15:27).

This causes great harm; it greatly
wounds our culture. I dare say that
at the root of so many contemporary
situations is a kind of impoverish-
ment born of a widespread and rad-
ical sense of loneliness. Running
after the latest fad, accumulating
“friends” on one of the social net-

world as mere indifference towards
marriage and the family, as pure and
simple selfishness. Are today’s
young people hopelessly timid,
weak, inconsistent? We must not fall
into this trap. Many young people,
in the context of this culture of dis-
couragement, have yielded to a form
of unconscious acquiescence. They
are afraid, deep down, paralyzed be-
fore the beautiful, noble and truly
necessary challenges. Many put off
marriage while waiting for ideal con-
ditions, when everything can be per-
fect. Meanwhile, life goes on,
without really being lived to the full.
For knowledge of life’s true pleas-
ures only comes as the fruit of a
long-term, generous investment of
our intelligence, enthusiasm and
passion.

Addressing Congress, a few days
ago, I said that we are living in a
culture which pressures some young
people not to start a family because
they lack the material means to do
so, and others because they are so
well off that they are happy as they
are. That is the temptation, not to
start a family.

As pastors, we bishops are called
to collect our energies and to re-
build enthusiasm for making fam-
ilies correspond ever more fully to
the blessing of God which they are!
We need to invest our energies not
so much in rehearsing the problems
of the world around us and the mer-
its of Christianity, but in extending
a sincere invitation to young people
to be brave and to opt for marriage
and the family. In Buenos Aires,
many women used to complain
about their children who were 30, 32
or 34 years old and still single: “I
don’t know what to do” — “We l l ,
stop ironing their shirts!” Yo u n g
people have to be encouraged to
take this risk, but it is a risk of fruit-
fulness and life.

Here too, we need a bit of holy
parrhesia on the part of bishops.
“Why aren’t you married?” “Yes, I
have a fiancée, but we don’t know...
maybe yes, maybe no... We’re saving
some money for the party, for this or
that...”. The holy parrhesia to ac-
company them and make them grow

ant. Consuming rela-
tionships, consuming
friendships, consuming
religions, consuming,
consuming.... Whatever
the cost or consequences.
A consumption which
does not favor bonding,
a consumption which
has little to do with hu-
man relationships. So-
cial bonds are a mere
“means” for the satisfac-
tion of “my needs”. The
important thing is no
longer our neighbor,
with his or her familiar
face, story and personal-
i t y.

The result is a culture

ies who, even amid difficult trials,
remain faithful to their promises and
keep the faith!

I would say that the foremost pas-
toral challenge of our changing
times is to move decisively towards
recognizing this gift. For all the
obstacles we see before us, gratitude
and appreciation should prevail over
concerns and complaints. The family
is the fundamental locus of the cov-
enant between the Church and
Go d’s creation, with that creation
which God blessed on the last day
with a family. Without the family,
not even the Church would exist.
Nor could she be what she is called
to be, namely “a sign and instru-
ment of communion with God and
of the unity of the entire human
race” (Lumen Gentium, n. 1).

They trusted one another. They built
up trust. These stores were often
simply known as “the local market”.

Then a different kind of store
grew up: the supermarket. Huge
spaces with a great selection of mer-
chandise. The world seems to have
become one of these great supermar-
kets; our culture has become more
and more competitive. Business is
no longer conducted on the basis of
trust; others can no longer be trus-
ted. There are no longer close per-
sonal relationships. Today’s culture
seems to encourage people not to
bond with anything or anyone, not
to trust. The most important thing
nowadays seems to be to follow the
latest trend or activity. This is even
true of religion. Today consumption
seems to determine what is import-

in the footsteps of the Good Shep-
herd, we are asked to seek out, to
accompany, to lift up, to bind up
the wounds of our time. To look at
things realistically, with the eyes of
one who feels called to action, to
pastoral conversion. The world
today demands this pastoral conver-
sion on our part. “It is vitally im-
portant for the Church today to go
forth and preach the Gospel to all:
to all places, on all occasions,
without hesitation, reluctance or
fear. The joy of the Gospel is for all
people: no one can be excluded”
(Evangelii Gaudium, n. 23). The
Gospel is not a product to be con-
sumed; it is not a part of this culture
of consumption.

We would be mistaken, however,
to see this “c u l t u re ” of the present

Archbishop Chaput, and we
felt that I should communic-
ate this to you.

I am happy to be able to
share these moments of pas-
toral reflection with you,
amid the joyful celebrations
for the World Meeting of
Families. I am speaking in
Spanish because they told
me that you all know Span-
ish.

For the Church, the family
is not first and foremost a
cause for concern, but rather
the joyous confirmation of
Go d’s blessing upon the
masterpiece of creation.
Every day, all over the world,
the Church can rejoice in the
L o rd ’s gift of so many famil-

works, we get caught up in
what contemporary society
has to offer. Loneliness with
fear of commitment in a lim-
itless effort to feel recog-
nized.

Should we blame our
young people for having
grown up in this kind of so-
ciety? Should we condemn
them for living in this kind
of a world? Should they hear
their pastors saying that “it
was all better back then”,
“the world is falling apart
and if things go on this way,
who knows where we will
end up?” It makes me think
of an Argentine tango! No, I
do not think that this is the
way. As shepherds following

A family greets Pope Francis after driving 13,000 miles from
Buenos Aires to Philadelphia

CONTINUED ON PA G E 22
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Following his meeting with bishops on
Sunday, 27 September, the Pontiff
travelled by helicopter to Curran-
Fromhold Prison where he met with
prisoners. The following is the English
text of the Holy Father’s address which
he delivered in Spanish.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning. I am going to speak
in Spanish because I don’t speak
English, but he [pointing to the in-
terpreter] speaks good English and
he is going to translate for me.
Thank you for receiving me and giv-
ing me the opportunity to be here
with you and to share this time in
your lives. It is a difficult time, one
full of struggles. I know it is a pain-
ful time not only for you, but also
for your families and for all of soci-
ety. Any society, any family, which
cannot share or take seriously the
pain of its children, and views that
pain as something normal or to be
expected, is a society “condemned”
to remain a hostage to itself, prey to
the very things which cause that
pain.

I am here as a pastor, but above
all as a brother, to share your situ-
ation and to make it my own. I have
come so that we can pray together
and offer our God everything that
causes us pain, but also everything
that gives us hope, so that we can
receive from him the power of the
re s u r re c t i o n .

I think of the Gospel scene where
Jesus washes the feet of his disciples
at the Last Supper. This was
something his disciples found hard

care for wounds, to soothe pain, to
offer new possibilities. It is painful
when we see people who think that
only others need to be cleansed,
purified, and do not recognize that
their weariness, pain and wounds are
also the weariness, pain and wounds
of society. The Lord tells us this
clearly with a sign: he washes our
feet so we can come back to the
table. The table from which he
wishes that no one be excluded. The
table which is spread for all and to
which all of us are invited.

This time in your life can only
have one purpose: to give you a
hand in getting back on the right
road, to give you a hand to help you
rejoin society. All of us are part of
that effort, all of us are invited to
encourage, help and enable your re-
habilitation. A rehabilitation which
everyone seeks and desires: inmates
and their families, correctional au-
thorities, social and educational pro-
grams. A rehabilitation which bene-
fits and elevates the morale of the
entire community and society.

I encourage you to have this atti-
tude with one another and with all
those who in any way are part of
this institution. May you make pos-
sible new opportunities; may you
blaze new trails, new paths.

All of us have something we need
to be cleansed of, or purified from.
All of us. May the knowledge of this
fact inspire us all to live in solidar-
ity, to support one another and seek
the best for others.

Let us look to Jesus, who washes
our feet. He is “the way, and the
truth, and the life”. He comes to
save us from the lie that says no one
can change, the lie of thinking that
no one can change. Jesus helps us to
journey along the paths of life and
fulfillment. May the power of his
love and his resurrection always be a
path leading you to new life.

Just as we are, seated, let us si-
lently ask the Lord to bless us. May
the Lord bless you and keep you.
May he make his face shine upon
you and be gracious to you. May he
lift up his countenance upon you
and give you peace. Thank you.

At the end of the meeting, the Pope
thanked the inmates for the wooden
chair they made and gave to him:

The chair you made is very nice,
very beautiful. Thanks for your
work.

Making their condition his own
GA E TA N O VALLINI

Pope Francis said from the begin-
ning that he had come to the U.S.
as a pastor and a brother. On
Sunday morning, 27 September, he
also came to share in the condition
of those who are imprisoned and to
make their condition his own. It
was with this spirit that he entered
the Curran-Fromhold Correctional
Facility in Philadelphia, a prison
that houses around 2,800 inmates.
He spoke in a fraternal way to 68
prisoners, among them 11 women,
and some of whom are serving sen-
tences for serious crimes such as
murder. He greeted each prisoner
individually, with a handshake, a
look, a word of comfort, and a lot
of emotion. Before beginning his
address, he expressed his admira-
tion for the gift that they gave him:
the wooden chair that he sat upon,
which had been built by a dozen
inmates who work in the wood-
shop. Carpentry is one of the
trades which the inmates learn
while in prison.

The meeting with the Pope took
place in the gymnasium, where
prisoners and some of their family
members had gathered. The event

was also broadcast live in other
areas of the prison, to allow all
prisoners to participate in the visit.

The visit with the prisoners was
not Pope Francis’ only significant
meeting on his last morning in the
United States. Before welcoming
the bishops who had participated
in the World Meeting of Families,
Pope Francis received five guests at
the St Charles Borromeo Seminary:

three women and two men who
had been victims of sexual abuse as
minors. Acts perpetrated by mem-
bers of the clergy, their families or
their teachers.

Pope Francis spoke with them
for about half an hour, listening to
their testimonies, offering words of
encouragement, and then greeting
them individually and inviting
them to pray together. The  Pope,

who thanked the vic-
tims for their contribu-
tion to reconstructing
the truth, expressed his
sharing in their suffer-
ing, through his pain
and shame for their
wounds that were
caused by clergy and
church employees. He
renewed his commit-
ment, and that of the
Church, to ensure that
all victims be heard
and treated with
justice, that all culprits
be punished, and that
abusive crimes be com-
bated by effective pre-
vention in the Church
and in society.

“Life means ‘getting our feet dirty’
from the dust-filled roads of life and
history. All of us need to be cleansed,
to be washed. All of us”

our journey. He doesn’t ask us
where we have been, he doesn’t
question us about what we have
done. Rather, he tells us: “Unless I
wash your feet, you have no share
with me” (Jn 13:8). Unless I wash
your feet, I will not be able to give
you the life which the Father always
dreamed of, the life for which he

be cleansed, to be washed. All of us.
Myself, first and foremost. All of us
are being sought out by the Teacher,
who wants to help us resume our
journey. The Lord goes in search of
us; to all of us he stretches out a
helping hand.

It is painful when we see prison
systems which are not concerned to

to accept. Peter even refused, and
told him: “You will never wash my
feet” (Jn 13:8).

In those days, it was the custom
to wash someone’s feet when they
came to your home. That was how
they welcomed people. The roads
were not paved, they were covered
with dust, and little stones would
get stuck in your sandals. Everyone
walked those roads, which left their
feet dusty, bruised or cut from those
stones. That is why we see Jesus
washing feet, our feet, the feet of his
disciples, then and now.

We all know that life is a journey,
along different roads, different
paths, which leave their mark on us.

We also know in faith that Jesus
seeks us out. He wants to heal our
wounds, to soothe our feet which
hurt from travelling alone, to wash
each of us clean of the dust from

created you. Jesus comes to meet us,
so that he can restore our dignity as
children of God. He wants to help
us to set out again, to resume our
journey, to recover our hope, to re-
store our faith and trust. He wants

us to keep walking along
the paths of life, to real-
ize that we have a mis-
sion, and that confine-
ment is never the same
thing as exclusion.

Life means “getting our
feet dirty” from the dust-
filled roads of life and
history. All of us need to

The Holy Father meets inmates at Philadelphia prison

Confinement
does not mean exclusion
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At the closing Mass of the World Meeting of Families the Pontiff calls attention to small daily signs

Miracles of love
wants us to encourage them, to
spread them. He asks us to go
through life, our everyday life, en-
couraging all these little signs of
love as signs of his own living and
active presence in our world.

So we might ask ourselves, today,
here, at the conclusion of this meet-
ing: How are we trying to live this
way in our homes, in our societies?
What kind of world do we want to
leave to our children (cf. Laudato
Si’, n. 160)? We can-
not answer these
questions alone, by
ourselves. It is the
Spirit who challenges
us to respond as part
of the great human
family. Our common
house can no longer
tolerate sterile divi-
sions. The urgent
challenge of protect-
ing our home in-
cludes the effort to
bring the entire hu-
man family together
in the pursuit of a
sustainable and integ-
ral development, for
we know that things
can change (cf. ibid.,
n. 13). May our chil-
dren find in us mod-
els and incentives to
communion, not divi-
sion! May our chil-
dren find in us men
and women capable

We Christians, the Lord’s dis-
ciples, ask the families of the world
to help us! How many of us are here
at this celebration! This is itself
something prophetic, a kind of mir-
acle in today’s world, which is tired
of inventing new divisions, new
hurts, new disasters. Would that we
could all be prophets! Would that
all of us could be open to miracles
of love to benefit our own families
and all the families of the world,
and thus overcome the scandal of a

of joining others in bringing to full
flower all the good seeds which the
Father has sown!

Pointedly, yet affectionately, Jesus
tells us: “If you, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your chil-
dren, how much more will the heav-
enly Father give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!” (Lk 11:13). How
much wisdom there is in these few
words! It is true that, as far as good-
ness and purity of heart are con-
cerned, we human beings don’t have
much to show! But Jesus knows
that, where children are concerned,
we are capable of boundless gener-
osity. So he reassures us: if only we
have faith, the Father will give us
his Spirit.

narrow, petty love, closed in on it-
self, impatient of others! I leave you
with a question for each of you to
answer — because I said the word
“impatient”: at home do we shout at
one another or do we speak with
love and tenderness? This is a good
way of measuring our love.

And how beautiful it would be if
everywhere, even beyond our bor-
ders, we could appreciate and en-
courage this prophecy and this mir-
acle! We renew our faith in the word
of the Lord which invites faithful
families to this openness. It invites
all those who want to share the
prophecy of the covenant of man
and woman, which generates life
and reveals God! May the Lord help
us to be sharers in the prophecy of
peace, of tenderness and affection in
the family. May his word help us to
share in the prophetic sign of watch-
ing over our children and our
grandparents with tenderness, with
patience and with love.

Anyone who wants to bring into
this world a family which teaches
children to be excited by every ges-
ture aimed at overcoming evil — a
family which shows that the Spirit is
alive and at work — will encounter
our gratitude and our appreciation.
Whatever the family, people, religion
or region to which they belong!

May God grant that all of us may
be prophets of the joy of the Gos-
pel, the Gospel of the family and
family love, as disciples of the Lord.
May he grant us the grace to be
worthy of that purity of heart which
is not scandalized by the Gospel!
Amen.

Jesus “asks us to go through life,
our everyday life, encouraging all
these little signs of love as
signs of his own living and active
presence in our world”

To close the World Meeting of Families,
Pope Francis celebrated Mass on
Sunday, 27 September, on Benjamin
Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia. The
following is the English text of the
Pope’s homily which he delivered in
Spanish.

Today the word of God surprises us
with powerful and thought-
provoking images. Images which
challenge us, but also stir our enthu-
siasm.

In the first reading, Joshua tells
Moses that two members of the
people are prophesying, speaking
Go d’s word, without a mandate. In
the Gospel, John tells Jesus that the
disciples had stopped someone from
casting out evil spirits in the name
of Jesus. Here is the surprise: Moses
and Jesus both rebuke those closest
to them for being so narrow! Would
that all could be prophets of God’s
word! Would that everyone could
work miracles in the Lord’s name!

Jesus encountered hostility from
people who did not accept what he
said and did. For them, his open-
ness to the honest and sincere faith
of many men and women who were
not part of God’s chosen people
seemed intolerable. The disciples, for
their part, acted in good faith. But
the temptation to be scandalized by
the freedom of God, who sends rain
on the righteous and the unright-

sought by God; he waits for us. It is
this confidence which makes dis-
ciples encourage, support and nur-
ture the good things happening all
around them. God wants all his chil-
dren to take part in the feast of the
Gospel. Jesus says, “Do not hold
back anything that is good, instead
help it to grow!” To raise doubts
about the working of the Spirit, to
give the impression that it cannot
take place in those who are not
“part of our group”, who are not
“like us”, is a dangerous temptation.
Not only does it block conversion to
the faith; it is a perversion of faith!

Faith opens a “window” to the
presence and working of the Spirit.
It shows us that, like happiness,
holiness is always tied to little ges-
tures. “Whoever gives you a cup of
water in my name will not go unre-
w a rd e d ”, says Jesus (cf. Mk 9:41).
These little gestures are those we
learn at home, in the family; they
get lost amid all the other things we
do, yet they do make each day dif-
ferent. They are the quiet things
done by mothers and grandmothers,
by fathers and grandfathers, by chil-
dren, by brothers and sisters. They
are little signs of tenderness, affec-
tion and compassion. Like the warm
supper we look forward to at night,
the breakfast awaiting someone who
gets up early to go to work. Homely
gestures. Like a blessing before we

the truly “intolerable” scandal is
everything that breaks down and
destroys our trust in the working of
the Spirit!

Our Father will not be outdone in
generosity and he continues to scat-
ter seeds. He scatters the seeds of
his presence in our world, for “love
consists in this, not that we have
loved God but that he loved us” first
(1 Jn 4:10). That love gives us the
profound certainty that we are

go to bed, or a hug after we return
from a hard day’s work. Love is
shown by little things, by attention
to small daily signs which make us
feel at home. Faith grows when it is
lived and shaped by love. That is
why our families, our homes, are
true domestic churches. They are the
right place for faith to become life,
and life to grow in faith.

Jesus tells us not to hold back
these little miracles. Instead, he

eous alike (Mt 5:45), by-
passing bureaucracy, official-
dom and inner circles,
threatens the authenticity of
faith. Hence it must be vig-
orously rejected.

Once we realize this, we
can understand why Jesus’
words about causing “scan-
dal” are so harsh. For Jesus,
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At the airport the Pope thanks the World Meeting organizers and bids farewell to the US

A blessed land
The Pope’s last meeting in the United
States was with the organizers,
volunteers and benefactors of the World
Meeting of Families on Sunday
afternoon, 27 September, at the
Philadelphia International Airport.
Vice-President Joe Biden as well as
others bid the Pope farewell. The Holy
Father then delivered his farewell
address in English.

Dear Friends,
My days with you have been brief.
But they have been days of great
grace for me and, I pray, for you

too. Please know that as I prepare
to leave, I do so with a heart full of
gratitude and hope.

I am grateful to all of you and to
the many others who worked so
hard to make my visit possible and
to prepare for the World Meeting of
Families. In a particular way I thank
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, the
civil authorities, the organizers, and
all the many volunteers and bene-
factors who assisted in ways large
and small.

I also thank the families who
shared their witness during the
Meeting. It is not so easy to speak
openly of one’s life journey! But
their honesty and humility before
the Lord and each of us showed the
beauty of family life in all its rich-
ness and diversity. I pray that our
days of prayer and reflection on the
importance of the family for a
healthy society will inspire families
to continue to strive for holiness and
to see the Church as their constant
companion, whatever the challenges
they may face.

At the end of my visit, I would
also like to thank all those who pre-
pared for my stay in the Arch-
dioceses of Washington and New
York. It was particularly moving for
me to canonize Saint Junípero Serra,
who reminds us all of our call to be
missionary disciples, and I was also

very moved to stand with my broth-
ers and sisters of other religions at
Ground Zero, that place which
speaks so powerfully of the mystery
of evil. Yet we know with certainty
that evil never has the last word,
and that, in God’s merciful plan,
love and peace triumph over all.

Mr Vice-President, I ask you to
renew my gratitude to President
Obama and to the Members of
Congress, together with the assur-
ance of my prayers for the American
people. This land has been blessed
with tremendous gifts and opportun-
ities. I pray that you may all be
good and generous stewards of the
human and material resources en-
trusted to you.

I thank the Lord that I was able
to witness the faith of God’s people
in this country, as manifested in our
moments of prayer together and
evidenced in so many works of char-
ity. Jesus says in the Scriptures:
“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to
one of the least of these my
brethren, you did it to me”. Your
care for me and your generous wel-
come are a sign of your love for Je-
sus and your faithfulness to him. So
too is your care for the poor, the
sick, the homeless and the immig-
rant, your defense of life at every
stage, and your concern for family
life. In all of this, you recognize that
Jesus is in your midst and that your

care for one another is care for Jesus
himself.

As I leave, I ask all of you, espe-
cially the volunteers and benefactors
who assisted with the World Meet-
ing of Families: do not let your en-
thusiasm for Jesus, his Church, our
families, and the broader family of
society run dry. May our days to-
gether bear fruit that will last, gener-
osity and care for others that will
endure! Just as we have received so
much from God — gifts freely given
us, and not of our own making — so
let us freely give to others in return.

Dear friends, I embrace all of you
in the Lord and I entrust you to the
maternal care of Mary Immaculate,
Patroness of the United States. I
will pray for you and your families,
and I ask you, please, to pray for
me. May God bless you all. God
bless America!

The Holy Father’s meeting with bishops in Philadelphia

towards the commitment of mar-
riage.

A Christianity which “do es” little
in practice, while incessantly “ex-
plaining” its teachings, is danger-
ously unbalanced. I would even say
that it is stuck in a vicious circle. A
pastor must show that the “Gosp el
of the family” is truly “good news”
in a world where self-concern seems
to reign supreme! We are not speak-
ing about some romantic dream: the
perseverance which is called for in
having a family and raising it trans-
forms the world and human history.
Families transform the world and
h i s t o r y.

A pastor serenely yet passionately
proclaims the word of God. He en-
courages believers to aim high. He
will enable his brothers and sisters
to hear and experience God’s prom-
ise, which can expand their experi-
ence of motherhood and fatherhood
within the horizon of a new “famili-
arity” with God (Mk 3:31-35).

A pastor watches over the dreams,
the lives and the growth of his flock.
This “watchfulness” is not the result
of talking but of shepherding. Only
one capable of standing “in the
midst of” the flock can be watchful,
not someone who is afraid of ques-
tions, afraid of contact and accom-
paniment. A pastor keeps watch first
and foremost with prayer, support-
ing the faith of his people and in-
stilling confidence in the Lord, in

his presence. A pastor remains vigil-
ant by helping people to lift their
gaze at times of discouragement,
frustration and failure. We might
well ask whether in our pastoral
ministry we are ready to “waste”
time with families. Whether we are
ready to be present to them, sharing
their difficulties and joys.

Naturally, experiencing the spirit
of this joyful familiarity with God,
and then spreading its powerful
evangelical fruitfulness, has to be
the primary feature of our lifestyle as
bishops: a lifestyle of prayer and
preaching the Gospel (Acts 6:4). I
have always be struck by how, in the
early days of the Church, the Hel-
lenists complained that their widows
and orphans were not being well
cared for. The apostles, of course,
w e re n ’t able to handle this them-
selves, so they got together and
came up with deacons. The Holy
Spirit inspired them to create dea-
cons and when Peter announced the
decision, he explained: “We are go-
ing to choose seven men to take care
of this; for our part, we have two re-
sponsibilities: prayer and preach-
ing”. What is the first job of bish-
ops? To pray. The second job goes
along with this: to preach. We are
helped by this dogmatic definition.
Unless I am wrong, Cardinal Müller
helps us because he defines what is
the role of the bishop. The bishop is
charged to be a pastor, but to be a
pastor first and foremost by his
prayer and preaching, because

everything else follows, if there is
time.

By our own humble Christian ap-
prenticeship in the familial virtues of
Go d’s people, we will become more
and more like fathers and mothers
(as did St Paul: cf. 1 Th 2:7, 11), and
less like people who have simply
learned to live without a family.
Lack of contact with families makes
us people who learn to live without
a family, and this is not good. Our
ideal is not to live without love! A
good pastor renounces the love of a
family precisely in order to focus all
his energies, and the grace of his
particular vocation, on the evangel-
ical blessing of the love of men and
women who carry forward God’s
plan of creation, beginning with
those who are lost, abandoned,
wounded, broken, downtrodden and
deprived of their dignity. This total
surrender to God’s agape is certainly
not a vocation lacking in tenderness
and affection! We need but look to
Jesus to understand this (cf. Mt
19:12). The mission of a good pastor,
in the style of God — and only God
can authorize this, not our own pre-
sumption! — imitates in every way
and for all people the Son’s love for
the Father. This is reflected in the
tenderness with which a pastor de-
votes himself to the loving care of
the men and women of our human
f a m i l y.

For the eyes of faith, this is a
most valuable sign. Our ministry
needs to deepen the covenant

between the Church and the family.
I repeat this: to deepen the covenant
between the Church and the family.
Otherwise it becomes arid, and the
human family will grow irremediably
distant, by our own fault, from
Go d’s joyful good news, and will go
to the latest supermarket to buy
whatever product suits them then
and there.

If we prove capable of the de-
manding task of reflecting God’s
love, cultivating infinite patience
and serenity as we strive to sow its
seeds in the frequently crooked fur-
rows in which we are called to plant
— for very often we really do have to
sow in crooked furrows —, then even
a Samaritan woman with five “non-
husbands” will discover that she is
capable of giving witness. And for
every rich young man who with sad-
ness feels that he has to calmly keep
considering the matter, an older
publican will come down from the
tree and give fourfold to the poor,
to whom, before that moment, he
had never even given a thought.

My brothers, may God grant us
this gift of a renewed closeness
between the family and the Church.
Families need it, the Church needs
it, and we pastors need it.

The family is our ally, our window
to the world; the family is the proof
of an irrevocable blessing of God
destined for all the children who in
every age are born into this difficult
yet beautiful creation which God
has asked us to serve! Thank you.

CONTINUED FROM PA G E 19
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Francis with journalists on the return flight to Rome

The challenge of the Church today
“Good evening everyone, and thank
you so much for your work, because
you were all over the place! I was in
the car, but you.... So thank you
very much”: The Pope thus began
his customary press conference,
speaking in Italian and Spanish,
with journalists on the return flight
to Rome at the end of his apostolic
journey to the United States. The
session was moderated by Fr Fed-
erico Lombardi, Director of the
Holy See Press Office. The follow-
ing is the English text of the tran-
script.

(Elizabeth Dias): This was your first
visit to the United States. What sur-
prised you about the United States,
and what differed from your expecta-
tions?

Well, it was my first visit: I had
never been here before. I was sur-
prised by the warmth of the people,
who were so kind: something beauti-
ful but also different. In Washington
the welcome was warm but a little
more formal; in New York it was
rather exuberant; in Philadelphia, it
was very heartfelt. Three different
expressions, but the same welcome!
I was very struck by people’s kind-
ness, by their welcome; and also in
the religious ceremonies by their de-
votion, their sense of faith.... People
could be seen praying, and this
made a great impression on me. It’s
b eautiful.

(Elizabeth Dias): Was there any unex-
pected challenge from the United
States? Any provocation?

No, thank God, no, no.
Everything went well. No chal-
lenges. No provocations. Everyone
was very polite. Nothing offensive,
no negative things. But as for chal-
lenges, we keep working with these
faithful people, as in the past, help-
ing them to grow, being there for
them in good times and in bad,
amid hardships, when there is no
work, amid sickness.... The chal-
lenge for the Church today is what
it always has been: to be close to
people, close to people in the
United States, not to be a Church
cut off from people... but close. And
this is a challenge which the Church
in the United States recognizes and
is working at.

(David O’Reilly): Philadelphia has
passed through a painful period with
sexual abuse; it’s still an open wound
in Philadelphia. I know that many
people in Philadelphia were surprised
that you in your address to the bishops,
in Washington, you offered them en-
couragement and support. I think that
many people in Philadelphia would like
to ask you: “Why did you feel the need
to offer the bishops encouragement and
support?”

In Washington I spoke to all the
bishops of the United States; they
were all there, from the whole coun-
try. I felt the need to express em-
pathy, because something really ter-
rible took place, and many of them
suffered because they weren’t aware
of it, or when it came out, they
suffered, as men of the Church, men
of prayer, true pastors.... And I said

that I knew that they — I used a
word from the Bible, from the Book
of Revelation: “You are coming from
the great tribulation”. What
happened was a great tribulation.
But not only emotional suffering.
This is what I said today to those
who suffered abuse. It was.... I
won’t say a p o s t a s y, but almost a sac-
rilege. We know that abuse is every-
where: in families, in neighbor-
hoods, in schools, in gyms, every-
where. But when a priest commits
abuse, it is extremely grave, because
the vocation of the priest is to help
that boy or girl to aim high, to grow
in the love of God, to grow to af-
fective maturity and goodness. And
instead of that, he crushed them,
which is evil. That is why it is prac-
tically a sacrilege. He betrayed his
vocation, the Lord’s call. That is
why the Church is now working
hard on this. These things must not
be covered up; and those who
covered them up are also guilty,
even some bishops who covered
them up. It is a terrible thing. My
words of support were not intended
to say: “D on’t worry about it; it’s
nothing!” They were more like:
“This was so terrible that I imagine
that you wept greatly over it”. That
was the sense of my words. And I
had strong words today.

(Maria Antonietta Collins): There are
many priests who sexually abused
minors and have not asked forgiveness
from their victims. Do you forgive
them? And do you understand, on the
other hand, the victims and their relat-
ives who cannot, or do not want to for-
give?

If a person has done wrong, and
is conscious of what he has done,
but does not beg forgiveness, I ask
God to take this into account. I for-
give him, but he does not accept
forgiveness, he is closed to forgive-
ness. It is one thing to forgive — we
are bound to forgive, because we
have all been forgiven — but it is an-
other thing to accept forgiveness. If
that priest is closed to forgiveness,
he will not receive it, because he has
locked the door from the inside; all
that remains is to pray that the Lord
will open that door. We must be
ready to forgive, but not all can re-
ceive it or are able or willing to re-
ceive it. What I’m saying is harsh.
But this explains why some people
finish their lives badly, without re-
ceiving God’s tender mercy. And

people, and one woman said to me:
“When my mother found out that I
had been abused, she blasphemed
God; she lost her faith and died an
atheist”. I understand that woman. I
understand her, and God, who is
better than I am, understands her. I
am certain that God has welcomed
that woman, because what was
touched, what was destroyed, was
her own flesh, the flesh of her
daughter. I understand that. I do
not judge someone who cannot for-
give. I pray and I ask God, because
God is a master at finding a way to
resolve things. I ask him to take care
of it.

(Andrés Beltramo): We have all heard
you speak so much about the peace pro-
cess in Colombia, between FARC and
the Government. Now there is an his-
toric agreement. Do you feel somehow a
part of this agreement? You have also
said that you were thinking of going to
Colombia when this agreement would
come about: there are many Colombians
who now expect you.... One other little
question: How do you feel after such
an intense trip, once the airplane takes
off?

First, when I heard the news that
the agreement would be signed in
March, I said to the Lord: “L o rd ,
help us reach March; help us get
there with this beautiful wish, be-
cause some small things still have to
be done, but the will is there. On
both sides. It is there. Even on the
part of the small group, all three are
in agreement. We have to reach
March for the definitive accord.
That was the point of international
justice, as you know. I was very
pleased. And I feel like I was part of
it in the sense that I have always de-
sired this, and I spoke twice with
President Santos about the problem.
And the Holy See... not just myself,
but the Holy See is very willing to
help as much as possible.

The other thing. This is a bit per-
sonal, but I have to be honest.
When the plane leaves after a visit, I
think of the faces of all those
people. I get the urge to pray for
them and to say to the Lord: “I
came here to do some good; per-
haps I have done wrong, forgive me.
But watch over all those people who
saw me, who thought about the
things I said, who heard me, even
those who criticized me, all of
them...”. This is what I feel. I don’t
know. That’s what I feel. But it’s a

bit — sorry — personal: you can’t say
this in the newspapers....

(Thomas Jansen): I wanted to ask
about the migrant crisis in Europe.
Many countries are building new fences
out of barbed wire. What do you think
about this development?

You used a word: “crisis”. A state
of crisis comes about as the result of
a long process. This is a process
which has been brewing for years,
because the wars which those people
are fleeing have been going on for
years. Hunger. Hunger has been go-
ing on for years. When I think of
Africa — this is a bit simplistic, but I
give it as an example — I get to
thinking: Africa, the exploited con-
tinent. They went after slaves there,
and then so many resources. The ex-
ploited continent. And now, wars,
tribal and not, have economic in-
terests behind them. And I think
that, rather than exploiting a contin-
ent or a nation or a land, invest
there, so that those people can have
work and the crisis can be avoided.
It is true: this is a refugee crisis — as
I said in the Congress — u n p re c e d -
ented since the aftermath of World
War II, the largest of them. You ask
me about fences, walls. You know
what happens to walls, all of them.
Walls all fall down — today, tomor-
row or in 100 years — but they will
fall. Building walls is not a solution;
a wall is not a solution. Europe is
presently in difficulty, this is true.
We have to think; we have to under-
stand why this great wave of migra-
tion is taking place, and it is not
easy to come up with solutions. But
dialogue among countries, that is
how solutions can be found. Walls
are never solutions, but bridges al-
ways are. I don’t know. What do I
think about walls and the barriers...
whether they last for a short or a
long time... they are not a solution.
The problem remains, and hatred
grows. That’s what I think.

(Jean-Marie Guénois): Holy Father,
obviously you cannot anticipate the de-
bates of the Synod Fathers. But we
want to know if in your heart as a
pastor, you really want a solution for
the divorced and remarried. We also
want to know if your Motu Proprio on
the easing of the annulment process
has, to your mind, closed this debate.
Finally, how do you respond to those
who fear that this reform has de facto
created “Catholic divorce”? .

I’ll start with the last question. In
the reform of the procedures and
means, I closed the door to the ad-
ministrative process, which was the
way that divorce could have crept
in. You could say that those who are
thinking of “Catholic divorce” a re
mistaken because this latest docu-
ment closed the door to divorce. It
would have been easier with the ad-
ministrative process. There will al-
ways be the judicial process. Then,
to continue with your third ques-
tion: the document. I don’t remem-
ber if it was the third but you can
correct me....
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your second ques-
tion?

(Maria Antonietta
Collins): Whether
you understand vic-
tims and relatives
who find themselves
unable to forgive,
or who do not
want to forgive?

Yes, I under-
stand them. I un-
derstand them, I
pray for them and
I do not judge
them. Once, in
one of these meet-
ings, I met several
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The challenge of the Church today
(Jean-Marie Guénois): The question
was on the idea of “Catholic divorce”,
whether the Motu Proprio has closed
debate on the matter in the Synod?

This was something called for by
the majority of the Fathers in the
Synod last year: a streamlining of
the process since some cases could
last 10 or 15 years. There is one sen-
tence, then another, there is one ap-
peal, followed by another. It never
ends. The double sentence, in cases
where the first sentence was valid
and not appealed, was introduced
by Pope Benedict XIV Lamb ertini,
because in central Europe (I won’t
say which country), there were ab-
uses and to stop this he had intro-
duced this, but it is not essential to
the process. Procedures change, jur-
isprudence changes, it constantly im-
proves. At the time there was a need
to do this. Later, Pius X wanted to
streamline [the process]; he started,
but he didn’t have the time or op-
portunity to continue. The Synod
Fathers asked that the procedures of
marriage nullity be streamlined. I
will leave it at that. The Motu
Proprio speeds up the procedures,
but it is not divorce, because a sac-
ramental marriage is indissoluble.
This is not something the Church
can change. It is doctrine; as a sac-
rament, marriage is indissoluble.
The legal process for establishing
that what seemed to be a sacrament
was not, because of lack of freedom,
for example, or lack of maturity, or
mental illness.... There are any num-
ber of reasons that, after careful in-
vestigation, lead to the conclusion
that there was no sacrament in a giv-
en case. For example, because the
person was not free. Another ex-
ample: now it’s less common, but in
some sectors of society it was com-
mon, at least in Buenos Aires, that
when the fiancée got pregnant, they
were told they had to get married.
In Buenos Aires, I strongly urged, I
practically forbade, my priests to cel-
ebrate such “shotgun” marriages.
They take place to keep up appear-
ances. Then the babies are born and
some marriages work out, but there’s
no freedom. And then things go
wrong, they separate. “I was forced
to get married because I had to cov-
er up the situation”. This is a cause
for nullity. There are many others;
you can find [a list of] them on the
internet; they are all there.

Then there is the issue of second
marriages, the divorced who enter a
new union. Read what is in the In-
strumentum Laboris, what is up for
discussion. It seems to me somewhat
simplistic to state that the Synod...
that the solution for these people is
for them to receive communion.
That is not the only solution.... No.
What the Instrumentum Laboris p ro -
poses is much more. The problem of
new unions on the part of the di-
vorced is not the only problem. The
Instrumentum Laboris mentions many
others. For example, young people
are not getting married. They don’t
want to get married. This is a pas-
toral problem for the Church. An-
other problem: the affective maturity
needed for marriage. Still another
problem is faith: “Do I really believe
that this is forever?”. “Yes, yes, I be-

lieve...”, but do you really believe it?
The preparation for a wedding. I of-
ten think that the preparation for
becoming a priest takes eight years,
and then, it is not definitive; the
Church can remove the clerical state.
But for marriage, which is for life,
we offer four courses, four meet-
ings.... Something is not right. The
Synod will have to consider carefully
how to prepare couples for marriage.
This is one of the hardest things.
There are many problems; these are
all listed in the Instrumentum Labor-
is. I am glad you asked about
“Catholic divorce”. No, it doesn’t
exist. Either there was no marriage
— and this is nullity, that it did not
exist — or, if there was a marriage, it
is indissoluble. This is clear. Thank
you.

(Terry Morgan): You visited the Little
Sisters of the Poor, and we were told
that you wanted to show your support
for the Sisters, also in their court case.
Holy Father, do you also support those
individuals, including government offi-
cials, who say they cannot in good con-
science, their personal conscience, comply
with certain laws or carry out their
duties as government officials, for ex-
ample in issuing marriage licenses to
same-sex couples? Would you support
those claims of religious freedom?

I can’t foresee every possible case
of conscientious objection. But yes,
I can say conscientious objection is
a right, and it enters into every hu-
man right. It is a right, and if a per-
son does not allow for conscientious
objection, he or she is denying a
right. Every legal system should
provide for conscientious objection
because it is a right, a human right.
Otherwise, we would end up select-
ing between rights: “this right is
good, this one less so”. It is a hu-
man right. I am always moved when
I read, and I have read it many
times, when I read the “Chanson de
Roland”, when there were all these
Moors lined up before the baptismal
font, and they had to choose
between baptism and the sword.
They had to choose. They weren’t
permitted conscientious objection.
It’s a right and if we want to have
peace, we have to respect all rights.

(Terry Morgan): Would that include
government officials as well?

It is a human right. And if a gov-

Families because you invited him. Can
you tell us how it went?

I will start with your second ques-
tion. I did not invite Mayor Marino.
Is that clear? I did not invite him,
and I asked the organizers and they
didn’t invite him either. He came.
He says he is a Catholic and he
came of his own accord. That’s what
happened. The first thing.

The other question was about
bombings. Actually I heard the news
the day before yesterday and I
haven’t read anything about it. I
don’t know much about the situ-
ation. I heard that Russia has taken
one position, and that of the United
States was not yet clear. I don’t
know what to say because I haven’t
fully understood the situation. But
when I hear the word “b ombing”,
death, bloodshed... I repeat what I
said to Congress and at the U.N.:
these things are to be avoided. But I
don’t know, I can’t judge the politic-
al situation because I am not famili-
ar with it. Thank you.

(Miriam Schmidt): I wanted to ask a
question about the relationship of the
Holy See with China and the situation
in that country, which is quite difficult
also for the Catholic Church. What are
your thoughts?

China is a great nation which of-
fers the world a great culture and so
many good things. I once said as we
were flying over China, returning
from Korea, that I would very much
like to go to China. I love the
Chinese people, I wish them well,
and I hope for a possibility of good
relations. We do have contacts, we
talk, we are moving forward, but for
me, having as a friend a country like
China, which has a great culture and
such opportunity to do good, would
be a joy.

(Sagrario Ruiz de Apodaca): You vis-
ited the United States for the first time,
never having been there before, you
spoke to Congress and the United Na-
tions, and you drew great crowds. Do
you feel more powerful? I would also
like to ask you, because we heard you
speak about the role of women religious
and women in the Church in the
United States: will we ever see women
priests in the Catholic Church, as some
groups in the United States are de-
manding and as is the case in some
other Christian Churches?

The Sisters in the United States
have done wonders in the areas of
education and health care. People in
the United States love the Sisters. I
don’t know how much they may
love the priests, but they do love the
Sisters. They are good women, very
good women. Each follows her own
Congregation and its rules, there are
differences, but they are good and
for this reason I felt bound to thank
them for what they have done. An
important person in the United
States government told me in these
days: “Whatever education I re-
ceived, I owe above all to the Sis-
ters”. The Sisters have schools in all
neighborhoods, rich and poor. They
work with the poor in hospitals....
This was the first question. I remem-
ber the third one, but the second?

(Sagrario Ruiz de Apodaca): Whether
you feel powerful after being in the
United States, with this agenda and
being so successful....

I don’t know if I was successful or
not. But I’m afraid of myself. Be-
cause if I am afraid of myself, I al-
ways feel, I don’t know, weak in the
sense of powerless. Power is also
fleeting, here today, gone tomor-
row.... It’s important if you can do
good with power. Jesus defined
power: true power is service, serving
others, serving the poor. And I still
have go advance on this path of ser-
vice, because I feel that I don’t do
everything I must do. That is how I
feel about power.

Third, on women priests, this can-
not be done. Pope St John Paul II,
when the question was being raised,
after very lengthy reflection, stated
this clearly. Not because women
a re n ’t capable, but... look, in the
Church, women are more important
than men, because the Church is a
woman. We speak of the Church as
“she”; she is the Bride of Christ, and
Our Lady is more important than
Popes, bishops and priests. I must
acknowledge that we are somewhat
behind in developing a theology of
women. We have to progress in that
area. That is certainly true. Thank
you.

(Matilde Imbertì): In the United
States you became a celebrity. Is that
good for the Church, that the Pope is a
celebrity?

Do you know what title the Popes
used to use, and should still use?
“Servant of the servants of God”.
That is a little different than being a
celebrity, a “star”. Stars are beautiful
to gaze at. I like to gaze at them in
the summer, when the sky is clear.
But the Pope must be, has to be,
the servant of the servants of God.
In the media this sort of thing hap-
pens. But there is another side to
the story. How many stars have we
seen shine, then go out and fall. It
is something fleeting. Whereas being
the servant of servants of God, that
is something beautiful. It doesn’t
pass away. That is what I think.

[After Fr Lombardi’s closing words]

Thank you for your work, for
your patience, your kindness. Thank
you. I am at your service. I pray for
you, I do. Thanks for your help.
Have a good flight!
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ernment official is
human person, he
enjoys that right. It
is a human right.

(Stefano Maria Paci):
At the UN you used
very strong words to
denounce the world’s
silence before the perse-
cution of Christians.
President Hollande
announced that France
has started bombing
ISIS bases in Syria.
What do you think of
this military action?
Also, out of curiosity:
Mayor Marino, the
mayor of Rome, the
city of the Jubilee,
stated that he came to
the World Meeting of


