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7. Descrlptlon
Architectural Classification
(enter categories lrom instructions)

: i . '

n o  s t v l . e

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

fOundat ion concrete

walls weatherboard

roof wood

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

S l t u a t e d  o n  t h e  c r e s t  o f  a  h l l l ,  t h e  M o n r o e  C o n g r e g a t l o n a l
(  O  ' K a y  

)  C h u r c h  a n d  N e w  H o p e  C e m e t e r y  a r e  l o c a t e d  l n  t h e  O  ' K a y

c o n m u n t t y  o f  P l a t t e  C o u n t y ,  a b o u t  s e v e n  a n d  a  h a l f  m L l e s  n o r t h w e s t
o f  M o n r o e  (  p o p u l a t i o n  t  2 5 @  l  ,  N e b r a s k a ,  a  s m a l l  t o w n  l n  s o u t h e r n
P l a t t e  C o u n t y .  T h e  c h u r c h  (  1 8 8 1  )  l s  a  o n e - s t o r y  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e
w i t h  a  g a b l e  r o o f  a n d  v e s t l b u l e  e n t r a n c e .  T h e  s l n g l e  r o o m  p l a n
f e a t u r e s  a  r a l s e d  p l a t f o r n  o p p o s l t e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  f r o m  t h e  v e s t l b u l e
w h l c h  h a s  a  h a I I  w i t h  c l o s e t s  o n  e a c h  s l d e .  T h e  p r o p e r t y  a l s o
l n c l u d e s  a  c o n t , r l b u t i n g  w o o d - f  r a m e  p r i v y  ( c .  1 8 8 1 )  ,  w o o d - f  r a m e
s t o r a g e  s h e d  (  c .  1 8 8 1  l  ,  a  h r r o u g h t -  t r o n  f  e n c e  o f
V l c t o r i a n  d e s l g n ,  a n d  a  n o n - c o n t r l b u t i n g  b r l c k  n e m o r l a l  s t r u c t u r e
w i t h  a  f l a g  p o l e .  S t r u c t u r a l  a n d  h l s t o r i c a l  l n t e g r l t y  1 s  u n l f o r n l y
h i g h  f o r  a l l  c o n t r l b u t i n g  r e s o u r c e s .

The  Hon roe  Cong rega t l , ona l  Chu rch  f  ace  s  t he  eou th ,  and  t he  New
Hope  Ceme te ry  l s  l oca ted  tOO f t .  t o  t he  wes t  o f  t he  chu rch .  The
sn ra l l  h rood - f r ane  p r l v y ,  and  wood - f r ame  s to rage  shed  a re  l oca ted
abou t  4A  f t .  no r t h  o f  t he  chu rch .  A  we l l - na ln ta l ned  coun t r y  r oad
fo rme  the  t he  sou th  bounda ry  o f  t he  conp lex t  f ence -1 lnes  mark  t he
wes t ,  no r t h  and  eas t  bounda r l . es .

The  chu rch  bu l l d i ng  (  see  ske t ch  nap  11  )  has  a  f ounda t l on  o f
conc re te  b l ocks  and  b r l c ks .  The  wood - f r ame  bu l l d l ng  neasu res  30
f t .  x  40  f t .  w l t h  a  ves t l bu le  neasu r l ng  8  f t .  x  20  f t .  on  t he  sou th
f ron t .  The  ves t l bu le  has  a  cen t ra l  I  f t .  x  I  f t .  ha l l  w l t h  5  f t .
x  8  f t .  c l ose t s  t o  each  s i de ,  and  opens  t o  t he  30  f t .  x  40  f t .
sanc tua ry  t h rough  a  doub le  doo r .  The  ra i sed  I  f t .  x  30  f t .
p l a t f o rm  1s  ca rpe ted  and  p rov ldes  f o r  t he  pu lp t t ,  p l ano  and  Sunday
sehoo l  a rea .  A  wood  hea t , i ng  s tove  s tands  a t  t he  wes t  s l de  o f  t he
roon .
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P l a s t e r e d  w a l l s  a r e  p a i n t e d  a b o v e  t h e  v a r n i s h e d  w a i n s c o a t i n g .
T h e  c e i l i n g  i s  t i l e d  a n d  a l s o  h a s  a n  e l e c t , r i c  f a n  a n d  e a r l y  g l o b e -
t y p e  h a n g i n g  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  f i x t u r e s .  F e n e s t r a t i o n  1 n  t h e  b u l l d l n g
c o n s i s t s  o f  d o u b l e - h u n g  w l n d o w s  w i t h  f o u r - o v e r - f o u r  p a n e
a r r a n g e m e n t .  T h e  r a i s e d  f r o n t  e n t r y  h a s  d o u b l e  d o o r s  a n d  t r a n s o n
w i n d o w .  F u r n i s h i n g s  i n c l u d e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1 8 8 1  w o o d e n  p e l t s ,  r r o o d e n
w a I l - h u n g  r e g l s t e r  b o a r d ,  p u l p l t ,  p i a n o t  a l t a r  c h a l r s  a n d  S u n d a y
s c h o o l  t a b l e  a n d  c h a i r s  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  u s e d  f r o m  t h e  b e g l n n i n g  o f
o c c u p a n c y .  I n  t 9 9 O ,  d n  a l t a r  t a b l e  s k i r t e d  w i t h  w h i t e  s a t i n  $ t a s
a d d e d .  A b o v e  t h i s  i s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  " H e a d  o f  C h r i s t "  .  T h e
o r i g l n a l  5  i n c h  f l o o r i n g  i s  p a i n t , e d ,  a n d  h a s  a  5  f t .  w l d e  c a r p e t , e d
a i  s l e  .

A n o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u l  l d l n g  i n  t h e  n o m  j . n a t i o n  i s  t h e  p r l v y
( s e e  s k e t c h  m a p  # 2 l - .  A  w o o d - f r a n e  b u i l d i n g ,  5  f t .  x  5  f t .  x  I  f t .
w i t h  a  w o o d  s h i n g l e d  g a b l e  r o o f ,  a n d  a  t w o - h o l e  b u i l t - i n  s e a t  a n d
a  s h e l f  f o r  p a p e r .  O n e  d o o r  h a s  a  v e n t i l a t i o n  h o l e .

A  s t o r a g e  s h e d  ( s e e  s k e t c h  n a p  * 3 ) ,  6  f t - .  x  L O  f t .  x  I  f t .
w o o d -  f r a n e  ,  w l t h  w o o d  s h i n g l e s  o n  t h e  g a b l e  r o o f ,  i s  a n o t h e r
c o n t , r l b u t i n g  b u i l d t n g ,  I t  h a s  n o  f  o u n d a t i o n ,  a n d  l s  o n  s k l d s ,  a n d
h a s  o n e  s m a l l  w i n d o w .

T h e  n o m i n a t i o n  a l s o  j . n c l u d e s  t h e  t w o  a c r e  c e m e t e r y  ( s e e  s k e t c h
m a p  * 4 ) .  T h e  c e m e t e r y  h a s  m a n y  o I d  n o n u m e n t s  w i t h  t h e i r  i n s c r l b e d
d a t e s ,  a n d  c e d a r  t r e e s  w h i c h  w e r e  p l a n t e d  w e l l  o v e r  t O O  y e a r s  a g o .

A  w r o u g h t -  i r o n  f e n c e  (  s e e  s k e t c h  m a p  #  5  )  b o r d e r l n g  t h e  e a s t
s i d e  o f  t h e  c e m e t e r y  i s  a  c o n t r l b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  n o m l n a t i o n .
A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e c o r d  o f  i t s  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  t h e  V l c t o r i a n
s t y l e  f  e n c e  p r o b a b l y  d a t e s  f  r o r n  t h e  1 8 8 @ ' s .

A  b r i c k  n e m o r i a l  s t r u c t u r e  (  s e e  s k e t c h  m a p  # 6  )  w a s  b u i l t  l n
L 9 7 6 .  I t ,  i s  4  f t .  x  4  f t .  x ' 2  f t . ,  h a s  a  c o n c r e t e  s l a b  t o p ,  h o l d s
a  g u e s t  b o o k  a n d  a  f l a g  p o l e  s t a n d s  b e s i d e  i t  i n  t h e  m l d d l e .  T h e
n o n u m e n t  w a s  a  m e m o r l a l  g i f t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h l r t e e n  f l a g s '  w h l c h  a r e
f l o w n  e v e r y  M e m o r i a l  D a y  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  M o n r o e
A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  P o s t  3 2 2 .  B e c a u s e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  1 s  n o t  y e t  5 O
y e a r s  o 1 d ,  i t  i s  c o n s l d e r e d  n o n - c o n t r l b u t J . n g .

T h e  O ' K a y  C h u r c h  r e m a i n s  i n  u s e  t o d a y ,  r € f l e c t i n g  o v e r  o n e -
h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o f  c o n t i n u o u s  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d l n g  c o m m u n l t y .
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Arch i tec tu re

Significant Person
na

Period of Significance
188 1-L882
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Cultural Atfiliation
na

ArchitecUBuilder
Murdock & Son
W a t t s ,  J o s e p h

State signiticanca of proporty, and justily critgria, crilsria considerations, and argaa and p€riods of signiticanco noled abovo.

The  l t on roe  congrega t i ona l  (O 'Kay )  Church  1a  a rch l tec tua l l y
s lgn i f i can t  ( c r i t e r i on  c )  on  a  l oca l  Leve l ,  rep resen t l ng  an
exce l l en t  exanp le  o f  a  " f i r s t  genera t i on "  ru ra l  f r ane  chu rch
bu i l d lng  da t i ng  f rom the  ea r l y  188Os .  The  chu rch  has  been
eva lua ted  under  the  p rope r t y  t ype  'Bae ic  Ha l1  Churchee ' .  These
nodea t  bu i l d lngs  a re  nos t  c lose l y  assoc ia ted  w l th  pe r iodB  o f
se t t l enen t ,  and  su i ted  the ,  needs  o f  a  p ioneer ing  congrega t i on
dur lng  a  pe r iod  o f  es tab l i shnen t .

C r i t e r i a  cons lde ra t l on  A  i s  app l i cab le  and  i s  ne t  t h rough  the
p roper t y  de r i v l ng  p r l na ry  s lgn i f i cance  f ron  a rch l tec tu ra l
d i s t i nc t i on .  c r i t e r i a  cons ide ra t i on  D  l s  app l i cab le  and  i s  ne t
th rough  the  cene te ry ' s  i npo r tan t  h i s to r i ca l  assoc la t l on  w l th ,  and
i t s  i nned ia te  se t t i ng  to ,  t he  chu rch .  The  pe r lod  o f  s lgn i f i cance
is  de r i ved  f rom the  o r i g lna l  cons t ruc t i on  da te  o f  t he  chu rch
bu i l d ing  (  1881)  ,  t h rough  the  yea r  t he  New Hope  Cene te ry  nas
es tab l l shed  (  18821  .

C o n g r e g a t l o n a l i s u r  e n t e r e d  N e b r a s k a  l n  t , h e  n i d  1 8 5 O s  f o l l o w -
i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  N e b r a s k a - K a n s a s  A c t .  T h e  p e r l o d  b e t w e e n
1 8 8 @  a n d  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  m a r k e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a n d  m o s t  r a p l d
e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t , i o n a l  C h u r c h  i n  N e b r a s k a  ( A h l g r e n ,  1 9 8 9 ,
p .  3  )  .  T h e  M o n r o e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h ,  b u l l t  i n  1 8 8 1  ,  1 s
a r c h l t e c t u a l l y  s l g n i f i c a n t  a s  a n  e a r l y  e x a m p l e  o f  a  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l
c h u r c h  a s s o c i a t e d  $ r i t , h  t h i s  t i m e  p e r l o d  r  r € p r e s e n t l n g  o n e  o f  a
s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  s u r v i v i n g  f l r s t  g e n e r a t l o n  c h u r c h  b u l l d l n g s .  I n
m a n y  c a s e s ,  t h e s e  "  f  i r s t  c h u r c h  b u i t d l t r 9 s '  ,  m o d e s t  l n  s t , y l e  a n d
d e s l g n ,  w e r e  l a t e r  r e p l a c e d  w l t h  m o r e  s u b s t a n t , l a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,

Ef S* continuation sheot
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r e f l ec t i ng  a  g row th  l n  t he  s i ze  o f  t he  cong rega tLon  o r  i nc reased
p rospe r l t y  o f  t he  su r round lng  connun i t y .  Sone t imes ,  new  fac i l l t l e s
we re  cons t ruc ted  ou t  o f  necess l t y  due  t o  f l r e ,  I i gh tn l ng  and  o the r
na tu ra l  d l sas te r s . S t i l l  o t h e r s  h a v e  u n d e r g o n e  s u b s t a n t l a l
r e m o d e l i n g s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a n d  s u f f e r e d  i n t e g r l t y  l o s s .

T h e  M o n r o e  C o n g r e g a t l o n a l  C h u r c h  l s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  l o c a l  e x a m p l e
o f  t h e  b a s L c  h a I I  c h u r c h ,  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t y p e ' B a s l c  H a I I
C h u r c h e s "  (  P r o p e r t y  T y p e  A n a l y s l s :  A 2 . t . 4 :  1 ,  M u r p h y  ,  1 9 8 8  )  .
S i g n i f i c a n c e  u n d e r  C r i t e r l o n  t ' C r '  1 s  c l t e d  f o r  l t s  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f
h i s t o r i c a l  l n t e g r i t y ,  b o t h  e x t e r i o r  a n d  i n t e r l o r .  T h e  c h u r c h ,  o f
s i m p l e  r e c t a n g u l a r  m a s s i n g ,  o n e  s t o r y  i n  h e l g h t ,  a n d  g a b l e  r o o f  ,
f a l l s  i n t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t y p e  o f  a  b a s i c  h a l l  c h u r c h  ( M u r p h y ,  1 9 8 8 ,
p .  1 ) .  T h e  t y p e  i s  m o s t  c l o s e l y  a s s o c l a t e d  w l t h  p e r l o d s  o f  s e t t l e -
m e n t  a n d  /  o r  p i o n e e r l n g  c o n g r e g a t l o n s .  S r n a l 1 ,  e a r l y  c o n g r e g a t i o n s
c h o s e  t h e  t y p e  b e c a u s e  i t  s u l t e d  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a  p i o n e e r l n g
p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  a  p e r l o d  o f  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  C o n g r e g a t i o n s  w h l c h
c o n t i n u e d  t o  g r o $ r  a n d  p r o s p e r  r e p l a c e d  h a l 1  c h u r c h e s  w l t h  l a r g e r ,
m o r e  e l a b o r a t e  t y p e s  ( M u r p h y ,  1 9 8 8 ,
P P .  6 ' 7  |  .

T h e  p r o p e r t y  a l s o  r e t a L n s  t h e  s i g n l f i c a n t l y  r e l a t e d  c e m e t e r y
d a t l n g  f  r o r n  t , h e  s a m e  t i m e  p e r l o d ,  a n d  t h e  s i m p l e ,  y e t  n e c e s s d r Y ,
s e c o n d a r y  b u l l d i n g s  (  p r l v y ,  s t o r a g e  s h e d  )  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t , h  r u r a l
c h u r c h  s e t t i n g s .

T h e  M o n r o e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  h r a s  o r g a n l z e d  A p r i I  3 @ ,  1 8 6 9 ,
n e a r  o r  a t  K e a t s k a t o o s ,  P l a t t e  C o u n t y ,  N € b r a s k a .  T h e  c h u r c h  h e l d
m e e t i n g s  a n d  p r e a c h i n g  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a t  w h a t  l s  k n o w n  a s  t h e
M o n r o e  S c h o o I  h o u s e .  f n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  n e e t i n g s  w e r e  h e l d  a t  v a r i o u s
p l a c e s  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  M o n r o e  S c h o o l  h o u s e ,  c h i e f l y  a t  t h e  h o u s e s  o f
W l I I i a m  J .  T h u r s t o n ,  R o b e r t  l { i 1 e y ,  E .  B .  H a 1 1 ,  a n d  a t  t h e  s c h o o l
h o u s e s  o f  D i s t r i c t  N o s .  3 2  a n d  3 9  i n  P l a t t e  C o u n t y .

O n  t h e  1  1 t h  o f  J u n e ,  1 8 8 1  ,  t h e  M o n r o e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m e m b e r s
v o t e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  h o u s e  o f  w o r s h l p .  B u i l d e r s  h t e r e  h l r e d  a n d
w l t h  t h e  h e  l p  o f  m e m b e r s  a n d  f  r l e n d s ,  t h e  c h u r c h  t v a s  r e a d y  f  o r
s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  t a l l .  T h e y  h a u l e d  t , h e  l u m b e r  a n d  s u p p l i e s  b y  h o r s e
a n d  w a g o n  f r o n  C o l u m b u s ;  t h e y  m a d e  t h e i r  o w n  b r i c k s  a n d  c o n c r e t e
b l o c k s .  O n  J a n u a r y  L 4 ,  L 8 8 2  |  a  m e e t l n g  v J a s  h e l d  a t  t h e  M o n r o e
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  f o r  p u r p o s e  o f  f o r m i n g  a  c e m e t e r y  a s s o c L a t l o n
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  l a Y t .
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Dur lng  the  m id  t , o  l a t , e  L9@@s ,  commun l t i es  $ re re  es tab l  l shed  l n
the  P la t t e  Coun ty  d r€d :  two  n i l es  f r om the  O 'Kay  Chu rch ,  a  Ge rman
Lu the ran  Cong rega t i on  es tab l i shed  a  ceme te ry  and  chu rch ,  bu t  t he
chu rch  v ras  so ld  and  noved  t o  a  museum f  a rm  no r thwes t  o f  A1b i . on ,
Neb raska .  The  Wes t  H i l l  Cene te r y  i s  abou t  6  m l l es  wes t  o f  O 'Kay ,
bu t ,  t he  chu rch  bu i l d i ng  1s  no  l onge r  t he re .  Pos t v i l l e  Chu rch ,
abou t  5  m i l es  eas t  o f  O 'Kay ,  i s  s t l l l  s t and lng ,  bu t  no t  be ing  used .
The  Pa les t i ne  Bap t l s t  Chu rch ,  abou t  7  n l l es  no r t hwes t  o f  O 'Kay ,  $ tas
des t royed  by  f i r e .

f n  t he  Neb raska  H i s to r i c  Bu i l d l ngs  Su rvey  o f  P la t t e  Coun ty  l n
198O,  app rox ima te l y  twe l ve  ru ra l  chu rch  p rope r t i es  $ te re  l den t l f l ed .
On l y  one  o the r  chu rch  bu i l d i ng  (  PTOO-48  )  ,  f i t s  l n t o  t he  p rope r t y
t ype  o f  a  bas l c  ha l  l  chu rch .  f  t ,  howeve r ,  $ ras  cons t ruc ted  f  o r  a
Me thod i s t  cong rega t i on .  The  Mon roe  Cong rega t l ona l  Chu rch  rema ins
as  t he  on l y  known  examp le  o f  a  bas i c  ha l l  chu rch  t ype  i n  P1a t t e
Coun ty  assoc ia ted  w l t , h  t h i s  ea r l y  t , ime  pe r i od  o f  Cong rega t i ona l i sm
in  Neb raska .



9. Malor Blbllggraphlcal Referenceg

Ahlgren,  Caro l ,  The Corrgrega Ei -onal  Church ln  Nebras\g,  His tor ic  Context  Report
02.05.01,  Jan.  1989,  on f  l l -e ,  Nebraska State l l is tor j .ca l  soc iety .

The I'{onroe Republican, Nov. 1905, Monroe, Platte County, Nebraska.

Murphy,  Davld,  Basic  Ha11 Churches,  Proper ty  Type Analys is :  02.1.4:1,
Aug.  1988,  on f i le ,  Nebraska State Hj -s tor ica l  Society .

New l{ope Cemetery AssociaLion, original record books (1869 on), 7. Leoaard Johnson,
Rt .  l ,  Monroe,  Nebraska.

f] Scc contlnurtlon rhcct
Prcvlour documcntrtlon on fllc (NPB):
[J prellmlnrry dctcrmlnatlon of lndlvldurl llttlng (30 CFR 07)

has becn rcqucrtcd
Prlmary looatlon of rddltlonal det!:

Statc hlrlorlo promrvatlon otlloc
prrvlourly llrtcd In thr Natlonrl BcAlrtcr
prevlouely determlned ellglblc by thc Natlonrl Rcglttrr
deslgnated a Natlonal Hlstorlc Landmark

Olhcr Stetc agcncy
Fodorrl rgcnoy
Local govcrnmcnt
Unlvgrolty
Other 

' ' r

Speclty reposltory:

F recorded by Hlstorfc Amcrlcan Bulldlnga
Survey # - .

f] recorded by Hletgflc Amerlca4 Engineorlng
Record #

Acreage of property

UTM References
n |  1 r  + l  |  6 l  t '  z l  a ' t to l  l 4 ,  s l  q 'q l  - s 'q ,  o l  ,  '

Zone Easting Northlng

Cl  '  I

B

I

Verbal Boundary Descrlplion :

The proper ty  i s  descr ibed as  a  3  acre  rec t .angu lar  t rec t  o f  land  conrnenc ing  a t
a t  t h e  S W  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  E I / z  o f  t h e  S W 1 / 4 ,  S e c .  1 0 ,  T I B N ,  R 3 W ,  t h e n c e  n o r t h  8 5
thence eas t ,  143 meters ,  thence south  85  meters ,  thence west  I43  meters  to  the
b e g i n n i n g ,  a  r u r a l  l e g a l  d e s c r i p : i " 1  i n  P l 1 t _ q e  C : " " a y , ,  N e b r a s k a .
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i ;  ' ;  i " ' : '  '  
' ' I s e P ' c o n t l n u S t l o n ' s h e e t

a  p o i n t
m e t e r s ,

p o i n t  o f

Boundary Justlflcation

The bounCary incl-udes
t h e  p r o p e r t y .  "  ' l '

chat,  parcel  of  land that

l ,  t

has h is to r ica l l y  been assoc iaced w i th
I '

l. lsee continuation sheet
' l  

- .  ;

I

11. Form Prepared
name/title Marsare t  F .  Schmid t  Secre ta

organizationNew Hope CemeterY Assoc ia t ion 6s1s August ,  1990

street & number 5402 W. Meadow Road telephone (402)  564-4967

city or town Columbus

*  U,S GPO:  1  988.0 .223-9  I  I

91s16 Nebraska zlp code 68601
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