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1. Name

historic

andlor common ie Libra

2. Location

street & number 140 East  8th Street - not for publication

city, town North Bend -  v ic in i ty of congressional  d istr ict  First

state Nebraska code 031 county Dodge code 053

3. Glassification
Gategory
- district
X buitaing(s)

- structure
- site
- object

Ownership
X pubt ic

- private
- both
Publ ic Acquis i t ion
- in process
- being considered

Status
X occupied

- unoccupied
- work in progress
Accessible
- yes: restricted
A yes: unrestricted

_ n o

Present Use
- agriculture
- commercial
-  educat ional
- entertainment
- government
-  industr ia l
- mil itary

_ museum
- park
- private residence
- rel ig ious
- scient i f ic
- transportation
X otner: 1ibrary

4. Owner of Property

City of North Bend

street & number

city, town North Bend - vicinity of state Nebraska

5, Location of Legal Description

99!4!ogse, registry ol deeds, etc. Register of Deeds, Dodse County Courthouse

street & number Fifth and Park Streets

city, town Freuont state Nebraska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Nebraska Elstortc Bulldings Suney has this property been determined elegible? _ yes -I_ no

date On- - federal X state - county

depository for survey records Nebraska State Historical Societ

city, town Lincoln state Nebraska



7. Description

Condition
- excel lent

X good
- tair

Check one
- deteriorated X unaltered
- ruins _ al tered
- unexposed

Gheck one
X or ig inal  s i te

- moved date

Describe the present and original (if knownf physical appearance

The Carnegie Library is located i.n a mixed-use neighborhood in the town of
North Bend (1970 pop.  11350) ,  f i f teen mi les west  of  the county seat  of  Dodge
County.

The building is a one-story{\reFraised-basement brick structure with a
pedimented entrance pavilion centered on the front (south) facade and a
centered extension on the north (see photos {tL and ll4) . The roof is hipped
r^rith a gabled roof on the entrance pavilion and a hipped roof on the northern
extension. The pavi l ion is decorated with recessed panels on each side of
the door, the names ttCarnegie Libraryft ca:rred in stone above the door, and a
nodillioned cornice and bas-relief carving in the pediment. The nodillions,
which originally decorated the cornice, have been removed. The double-hrmg
r,r-indows are multi-paned on the upper half . Under the w-indows on the south,
east, and west, there are recessed pauels w'ith decorative briclcr'rork. A
promi-nent water table divides the first floor and basement. The darker bricks
o f the basement are laid in four-course bands.

Architect J. R. Snith, who designed the building in LgLL-1,z, incorporated
mafrY of the suggesti-ons of the Carnegie Corporation for the floorplan of smal1
libraries. The small vestibule houses the staiLarays to the first floor and
the basement. The fi-rst floor is one open room with the adultst and childrents
reading areas on the west and east areas, respectively. The circulat ion desk
is located in the center at the rear, and the office is behind, in the north
extension. The western half of the basement encompasses one room, possibly a
lecture room. The easter:n half has a center corridor running east-west with
srnall rooms of f of it and terminating in an outside exit. Original-J-y open,
this exit has been enclosed.

The building remnins in use today as the city library, and has survi-ved
without any significant changes.



B. Signif icance

Period
- prehistor ic
_ 1400-1499
_  1 5 0 1 1 5 9 9
- 1600-1699
_ 1700-1799
_ 1800-1899
x 19oo-

Or""" of Significanc+4heck and iustify below
- archeology-prehistoric
-  archeology-histor ic
-  agr icu l tu re

X archi tecture
- art
_ commerce
- communicat ions

- community ptanning -  landscape archi tecture- rel ig ion
- conservation - law - science
- economics -  l i terature -  sculpture
- education - mil itary X social/
- engineering - music humanitarian
- exploration/settlement - philosophy - theater
- industry
- invention

-polit ics/government -transportation
other (specifY)

Specitic d.te3 19lI-1913 Builde/Architect Jeosen 6! Rey'nolds, Oxnaha, bullder - _

sr.tamenl ot Signiricance lin onr paragraphl J' R' sEith' uaiverslty Place' archj'tect

The North Bend Carnegie Library reflects the state-of-the-art i-n the
design, use, and frmding for 11brary bul,ldings erected in sna1l towns ln
Nebraska ln the first two decades of the tnentlech century. I{ith the helP
of che Carnegie grants, the number of llbrary buudiDgs in Nebraska grert
froa tlro prlor to 1900 to seventy by 1921; the North BeEd library built ln
19L2-13, rras palt of this grovth. The assi-stance of the 1ocal Wonanrs Club
and the State Llbrary Comission were also comon features of the library
rDovement in this period.

Publ-ic libraries, al-ong rith [any other iq)rovements, rrere created in
the 19th century. Previously, libraries wele owned by prlvate indlviduals
or by volunteer associations open ooly to oembers. The oovement for librarles
supported by tax monies and open to the pub11c rras fostered 1o' Nerr England by
reformers advocating an inforned eleclorate and soclal lmplovement. Peterborought
New Hampshire, opened the flrst rnunicipally-supported public J-ibrary ln 1833
(Boblnskl, p. 3). Public libraries vere establlshed in nany cities 1n the
latter half of the century, ofteo located 1n' rented roons or a rooD ia a
governmental structule. I'he construction of buildings speclflcally for llbrary
use occurred ln large urban centers 1n the last decades of the century.
Nebraskars flrst public library brrlldlng was the Onaha Public LLbrary,
1891-94 (NRtsP 5-22-78). As comrmitles of all sizes began considering the
b.ousing of libraries 10 appropliate bulJ-dings, A!.dre!r Carnegie offered h1s
fanous glants for the construction of 11brary bu11dlngs.

?he Carf,egie grauts (J.898-792I) c^-. at an opportune tlme in the history
of 11brar1es, in the nation and 1n Nebraska. T'l're state library comissions ,
especlally those of the ltldarest, were providing strong leadershlp l-d the
encouragerrlent of librarLes. The Nebraska State Liblary Comissioo, founded iu
190J., was particularly noted for 1ts guidance (Bowers & KlingensEith, p. 20).
At the sane tiEe, the Clty Beautlful novemeD't, the Chicago Worldrs Fair, and
ODaha's Trans-Mlssissippl Exp6sition lrere inspirlng interest 1n ci-vic archi-tecture
and cl-assical styles. In Nebraska, only Onaha and Nebraska City erected
library bulldings prior to the Caroegie grants (see also Morton-James pub11c
Library, Otoe County, Nebraska, NRUp 5-26-76). BegiDnlng with rhe carnegie
graat to the City of Lincoln in 1899, Carnegle awarded grants for the con-
structlon of 68 Nebraska librarles in the next 18 years (Bobinskl, pp. 207-24L).
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Andren Carnegie, often called the Patron Salnt of Librarles, funded the
constructlon of L,679 libraries in the United States, their value totalLng
over  40 n i l l - ion dol lars  (Bobinsk i ,  p .  1) .  Carnegie n ished to ass is t  c i t ies,
but only Lf the comunity authorized conlinuing tax funds for library operation.
The comrmity was required to orrn the site and approve an annual tax levy equal
to LoZ of the Carnegie gift for library support (Bobinski, pp. 38-42). The
building was only to be used for library purposes. These requirenents helped
lnsure a building the city could and would support. Snall towns under 1,000
population were not generally eligible since separate buildings rlrere not
considered necessary by Carnegie or the library profession. After 1908, the
plans were required to be subEitted to Carnegie for approval, so that
unprofessional plans, rrasted space, and excessive decoration could be elimin-
ated. The Carnegie Corporalion published a leaflet in 1911 outliaing for
comunities and arehitects the approved design. ideas of the library profession.
The pubJ-ic library, especially the sna11 Library, was such a new buil-ding type
that architects lrere comonly unfamiliar sith reconoended practices.

The North Bend l-ibrary uses the recomnended construction materials and
fJ-oorplan of the Carnegie Corporation's "Noles on Library Bildings', (sic)
for a snaLL l-ibrary. A one-story-over-raised basement, brick, rectangular
structure wlth snall vestibule was recormended as the nost efficient use of
space. Brick was suggested for its fireproof qualities. The North Bend
floorplan foLl-ows closeJ-y Plan A of the "Notes" with the following features:
the main floor is one open room w-ith the circulation desk 1D the center and
adultsr and children I s reading areas on each side; the raised basement
supplied usable space - half as a lecture room and half for work and service
rooms, divided by a central hallway qrith au exlt on the east, and a srnall
vestibule krith stairs Lo the first floor and the basement.

Carneg{e was not interested lD dictating the architectural style of the
buildings; however, simplicity was emphasized, and he objected to the cost of
"excessive" decorative eleneots. In both Nebraska and Iowa, cLassical features
were conmonly used, although simpli,elty is characteristic and decorative
features vere kept to a uj-nimum (Bowers & Klingensmith, p. 10). The North
Ben<i library is one of the most einple of the classically-styled librari-es.
The building is even small-er than the Carnegie recomendations for this floor-
plan and lacks the flanking columrs on the pavilion.cormon in larger buildings.
North Bend rras one of the smaller comunities awarded a graDt; its 1910
population was 1r 107 .

i f ieance
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Women had a significant irapact on their connnunities in the establishment
and operat ion of  l ibrar ies as professionals and through Women t  s Clubs which
of ten  in i t ia ted  the  l ib ra r ies  (Bowers  & K l ingensmi th r  pp .  5 -6) .  The Womants
Club (s ic)  started the l ibrary in North Bend in 1906 and maintained i t
th rough en ter ta inments ,  food sa les ,  paper  sa les ,  box  soc ia ls ,  and donat ions .
A l ibrar ian,  l ' l iss HazeL Armstrong, was hired in 1908. The State Library
Cornmi ssi-on helped the l i ,brar ian establ ish proper c lassi f  icat ion,  accession,
and check-out svstems.

The City Co.rrr" i f  levied 1.5 mi l ls  f  or  the support  of  the l ibrary in
1910, and a l ibrary board was establ ished to oversee the operat ions.  The
City received an award of  $71500 from the Carnegie Corporat ion on December 7,
1911. The plans, prepared by Archi tect  John R. Sni th,  were reviewed by the
secretary of  the State Library Commi ssion pr ior  to their  submi ssion to the
Carneg ie  Corpora t  ion .  The bu i ld ing  was ded ica ted  on  Apr i l  22 ,  1913 ,  w- i th
forrnal  exercises.  The president of  the Library Board conveyed the importance
of  a  l ib ra ry  to  the  c i ty ts  be t te rment  in  h is  we lcoming address :

that it lras such buildings as this l ibrary and our own good
school  bui ld ing,  and what they stood for,  that  b ids for  good
ci t izens in our communi- tv.

Li t t le is known about Archi tect  John R. Sni th (1870-1958) .  He pract iced
in Universi ty Place (now part  of  L incoln) f ron 1909-1935, and desi-gned
the Carnegie l ibrary for  that  c i ty in the Neo-Classical  Rerr ival  styLe.
Trvo other structures are known to be designed by him: Riley School, University
Place; and the Eugene Levi  House, Lincoln,  which is noted for i ts Prair ie
s ty le  mrss ing  w i th  c lass ica l  de ta i l s  (see  LC13:D7-361 ,  Mt .  Emera ld  and
Capital  Addi t ions Histor ic Resident ia l  Distr ict ,  Lancaster County,  Nebraska,
NRI{P 6-5-80) .
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Verbal boundary description and justif ication

Lots 7 and 8,  Block 28, North Bend Original  Plat

List all states and counties for properties

state code

overlapping state or county boundaries

county

state county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/lit le Pe.nelope chatfleldJreservation Historian

organlzatlon, Nebraska State llistorical Soclety date tr|ebruaty. 1981

street & number 1500 R Street telephone 4OZ/ 47L-3850

city or town Lincoln state Nebraska

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

- national X state - local

As the deslgnated State Historic Preservation Officer for lhe National Historic Preservation Act ol 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property tor inclusion in ihe National Regisler and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set torth by the Heritage Conservalion and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ) )0,,

t i t le Director,  Nebraska State Histor ical  Society

/

date

G P O  9 3 6  8 3 5

I for HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register

Keeper of the National Register

Attest:

i ctriet of Registration
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Nesbi t ,  Marguer i te.  t tNebraska and Carnegie Librar i€s.  r t  MS .  and
scrapbook, 1930. f  i led at  Nebraska State Library Conrmi ssion,
L inco ln ,  Nebr .

North Bend Eagle, May 2, L9L2r page 4. t t l i b ra ry  P lans  submi t ted . t t

,  Apri l  24, 1913r page 4. "New Carnegie Library at
North Bend Dedicated Tuesday Evening, Apri l  22, 1913."

, September 24, 1936. "History of the Public Library."



 
Photo 1 of 4 – view to the north 
Photo by D. Murphy, 1979, NSHS (7907/28:11) 
 



 
Photo 2 of 4 – view to the northeast 
Photo by D. Murphy, 1979, NSHS (7907/28:5) 



 
Photo 3 of 4 – view to the northwest 
Photo by D. Murphy, 1979, NSHS (7907/28:10) 



 
Photo 4 of 4 – view to the southeast 
Photo by D. Murphy, 1979, NSHS (7907/28:8) 
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