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1. Name

historic Poppleton Block (Doo9 z2-47)

and/or common N/g

2. Location

street & number 1001 Farnam Street NIA- not for publication

city, town Onaha N/Avic in i ty of congressional district Second

Nebraska 031 county Douglas code 55

3. Glasslfication
Category
- district

X oui to ing(s)
- structure
- site
- object

Ownership
- publ ic

X private
- both
Publ ic Acquis i t ion
NIA in process
- being considered

Status
- occupied
- unoccupied

X work in progress
Accessible

X yes: restricted
- yes: unrestricted
_ n o

Present Use
- agr icul ture

X commercial
- educational
- entertainment
- government
-  industr ia l
-  mi l i tary

_ museum
- park
- private residence
- religious
- scientif ic
- transportation
- other:

4. 0wner of Property

name LeDiovt Land Co@anv. Glenn H. LeDioyt, presfdent

street & number 345 Farn Credit fulfai"e

city, town Omaha 5lA- vicinity of state Nebraska 68102

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Douglas rlounty Regi.ster of Deeds

street & number Douglas County Courthouse, 1819 Farnam

city, town Omaha state Nebraska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
ti e onaha cirv Archirecture has rhis properry been derecr;rTnt#:etifi3f 

t 
I yes - no

date L977 - federal - state - county - local

depository for survey records Omaha Landmarks, Inc.

city, town 0maha state Nebraska



7. Description

Gondition
- excellent
X good

- fair

GQpck one
- deteriorated ^ unattered
- ruins - altered
- unexposed

Check one
X original site

- moved date N/A

Oelcrabe the present and original lif knownl physical appearance

The Poppl-eton Block ls a three story brlck cormerciaL sttucture built Ln
1880 and divided by brick bering wal"1,s into three, equally-sLzed stores. There
is a one story brick extensioa on the reaT. The front facade refLects the
structural interior, being divided lnto three equal bays. The ground floor
features el-aborately detalled cast-iron elements; the seconil fLoor features
tripl-e lrLndor^'s in each bay with shouldered-f1at arclles, and the top floor
reflects the second floor with stilted-segneotal brick and stone arches over
the windor,rs. An el-aborately deta1Led, pressed-metal cornLce caps the buildlng.
The buildlng is basical-ly unal"tere<l and is a fine exauple of comercial
ItaLianate architecture, characteristic of the comercial- archltecture of the
period In onaha.

The Poppleton Bl-ock was constructed in l-880 w:ith Henry Voss serving as
architect. The buil-dlng is three stories with a basement and is a rectarlgular
(66 'x  100t)  br ick lo f t  s t ructure.  I t  conta ins wooden f loor  and cei l ing jo is ts
whieh span between four bearing wal1s running the depth of the building, the
ends of which extend beyond the plane of the facade dividing it into three
vertical, equal bays which slightly overshadow the horizontal eruphasis of the
cornice and f loor lines. The extended ends of the bearing walls are partial-ly
clad in cast-iron and appear as pilasters with stylized capitals of a geometrie
pattern. A cast-iron entablature above the first floor spans between the
vertical lines created by the ends of the bearing walls. The tfrree bays of the
first floor are subdivided into three parts by cast-iron colonettes. The two
end bays have central entrys and the original entranee at the niddl-e bay has
been gLazed to carry the li.nes of the flanking windows. Geometric designs in
cast-iron emphasize the interseetion poi-nts of the grid forned by the main
vertical and horizontal elements of the facade. The heavily bracketed east-iron
cornice, like all horizontal elements on the front of the building, i.s broken
by and is subordinate to, the vertical emphasis of the bearing walls.

Three double-hung windows wi.th two over two lights penetrate the brick
wall of each bay at the seeond and third floors. A simple stone hood moJ-di.ng
serves to emphasize the grouping of the three windows of each bay on the
second f1oor. Interconnecting stilted segmental brick arches and a conmon
si1l accomplish the same purpose on the third floor.

The east elevation is a simple plan of brick penetrated by w:idely spaced
double-hung windows that take the shape of the windows of the corresponding
floor on the facade. The west elevation which butts up to the wall of the
adjoining building is blank. The top two floors of the rear el-evation contain
three windows per bay topped with segmental arches.
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I
A decoratlve pressed neLal celLlng is ln the western bay. The two

i eastern bays contain dropped accoustical cei-1ings. The buildlng conlalns

I wood floor and ceiling jolsts and wood deck throughout. A r'rood stalr serves
r all floors at the niddle of the east wall. Two freight elevators serve the

: structure, one in the east and one in the west bay.

. A one story red brlck additlon to the rear of the naln structure (faclng
: l-Oth Street) rnras built as a storefront in 1890. It ls lncluded hTith the nain

bulLdlng as part of the historlc structure.



8, Significance

Period
- prehistoric
_ 1400-1499
_ 1500-1599
_ 160(F1699
_ 170(F1799
X lBoo-1899

_ 190(F
X commerce

- communications

- law
- l iterature
- military
-  music
- philosophy

- science
- sculpture
- social/

humanitarian
- theater- exploration/settlement

- industry
- invention

Areas of Significanc+Check and iustify below
-archeology-prehistoric - community planning
- archeology-historic - conservation
- agriculture - economics
X architecture - education

- art - engineering

- landscape architecture- religion

-polit ics/government -transportation
- other (specifY)

Specific dates Constructed 1880 Builder/Architect llen Voss. Archite

Statement ot Signiflcance (an one paragraphl

The Poppleton block is signiflcant for lts associatioEs w-ith Andreu Jackson
PoppJ,eton, a prooloent pi-oneer onaha attorney whose successful defense of Ponca
Indian Chief staDding Bear set 1ega1 precedents in grantlng Indians status as
persons under the l-am. It ls architecturalLy sf.grrificant as a basically unaltered
and exceptionally fine example of comercial Italianate archi.tecture whic:r
characterized the comercial architecrure of the Deriod 1n Onaha.

Ilistorical Sienif icance
I,Ihen A. J. Poppleton erected the three-story ltalianate Poppl-eton Block ln

1880, he $as 1n the forefront of a trend toward new constructlon and changlng
land use in that section of downtown Onaha. The L880rs narked the begLnnlng of
the Cityrs deveLopment as a netropolitan center for aeatpacklng, heavy industry,
and whoLesaling and retaiLlng. The area surrounding the ?oppleton Block
becaue lncreasingLy identifiecl with the wholesaling business as lloward, Jacksoo
and Leavenworth Streets Lost favor as residential ueighborhoods and r,iere replaced
by counerclal structures that housed Onaha I s expanding jobbersr trade.

Andtew Jackson Poppletoo caue to Oroaha in 1854 and becane the Cityrs ploneer
attorney. NLneteenth century historians clain that Poppleton had decided to
leave the frontier Nebraska settlenent, when he net a fe1low 1aw student from
l,Ilchi.gan, A. J. Hanscom, who reassured PoppLeton that there would be plenty of
l-aw business with Land cl-aLms plus additi.onal influence if both were elected
to the Territorlal LegisJ-ature. Hanscom correctly predLcted thelr future, as
both men played slgnlflcant roles i-n drafEing Territorlal 1aws, and Poppletonf a
lar'r practice floutlshed with cases invoJ-vlng land disputes and more serious
offensee. Soon after the Union ?aclfic Railroad became established at Omaha,
Poppleton was naned thelr ceneral Attorney, a positlon he held until his retlre-
nent in 1888. Perhaps the nost lnportant case in Poppletonrs lega1 career was
his successful defense of Ponca Indian Chlef Standing Bear. Based on the issue of
whether Indians could live outside reservations, the case set 1ega1- precedents
ln grantlng Iadians status as persons under the law.

Throughout his years in Onaha, Poppleton purchased a great deaL of property
and lnvested in various business enterprises. one of hi-s flrst real estate
acquisitlons was the 1ot at 1001- Farnam, purchased for $L500 1o L856. The lot
contained a frame building, reputedly the fifth house built in ornaha, in wtrich
Poppleton opened a law office, Since I'arnan Street was one of the naln business
streets ln the city, the 1ot undoubtedly held comercial firns for the follolring
decades until PoppJ-eton erected his new building.
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The real estate boom, expaosion of business and populatlon Lncrease caused
Ooahar s buginess dlstrlct to move throughout the 1880rs. Ninth Street had
prevlousJ-y been the prlnclpal relall altery; by 1881, 10th Street attracted the
main cornmerclal buslness. The constructl-on of the 10th Street viaduct goon
after changed the character of the street, and emall shops moved ri'est to 13th
aod 16th Streets. Instead, 10th Street became a main artery of the deveJ-oplng
whol-esal-e district.

Poppleton evidently felt the Eighties was the right tlne to invest. Besides
his buildlng at 1001 Farnan he also built an elaborate Queen Anne residence on
his estate rrEli.zabeth P1ace" at North 16th Street and w1111s Avenue. In 1885
he built anoLher Poppleton BLock at 413-23 South l1th Street on a corner in
rhe heart of roday's 01d Market Historic District (Douglas County, NRHP). Un1lke
the building on 1lth Street, which held nostly rcholesale fruit and produce
nerchants, l00L Farnan also housed some retail rnerchants.

Even as the rrmogt eLegant and comodlous buildlng ln the City of Omaharl
was belng bui1t, Lhe three storefronts aL 10th and Farnam Street were rented.
Elgutterrs Clothlng Store remaloed alnost a decade, aLong wlth Peycke Brothers
Comlssion Merchants and the Sutphen Carriage Reposi.tory. An l-890 one-story
addltlolr to the rear of Lhe eastern thlrd added frontage on l-oth Street for a
storefront or l-oading purposes.

Archltectural Sl gnif Lcance
The ?oppleton Block i.s signlfLcant as a fine example of the High Vlctorian

Ltalianale style of archltecture popular in the tfidwesr durl,ng lhe l-atter
patt of the nineteenth eentury. Often employecl by bulLders and lesser kno!"n
architects, thls style was considered to be the practi-ca1 comerclal style of
the day. Details were freel-y botrowed from nany different sources !o be used ln
varlous combinations to create a flnal composition that was general-ly aPplied
to a sinple volumetric fo!m. The najor elements of High Victorian Itallaoat.e
found in the 1880 Poppleton Block are the broadl-y proj ecting cornlce supported
by brackets, the vertical emphasis dlsplayed in the lhree bays of the facade'
the stllted segmental arches of the third story r{rlndows and the sharp, angular
cast-iron details. The building has been declared a Landoark under the city of
Onahar s Landnark lleriiage PreservaElon Ordi.nance.

The architect, Henry Voss, born ln Germany 1n 1843, studled drafting and archi-
tecture in swltzerland for five years before enbarking on a seven month study
tour to perfect his chosen profession. After worklng in Germany for several
years and servj-ng in the Gernan army as an infantry officer during the Franco-
Gernan War, Mr. Voss came to Amerlca in 1871. He !,torked a shorL Elme ln Ner{
York, Chicago, and Rock IsLand, Ill lnois, before settling ln Ooaha 1n 1873.
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Among Voss I work i-n Omaha are desi-gns
South 10th Street) ' and several breweries
Anheuser-Busch Beer Depot (Douglas County,
Voss also designed Ehe John Janecek house
pending NRHP).

for  St .  Joseph Hospi ta l  (2300
including the Krug Brewery, the
NRIIP) , and the Metz Brewery.

(Schuyler, Colfax CounL-t,

H



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet.

lO. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property less than 1 acre

Ouadrangle name Omaha North , Nebr . -Iowa

UMT References
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Yerbal boundary description and justification

Lot 1' Block L34, Original City of Onaha, including all of the histori.calJ-y
associated real estate.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county

county code

11. Form Prepared By
Edlted by: State Historic

name/tltle Lynn lGyer, PreservatLon Admlpistrator; Bob Puechendorf, Preservatlon Offtce
Lancloarks lleritage Preservation Counisslan

organization Nebraska State Historical_ Society date June, L982
1819 Farnam

street & number 1500 R Street telephone 40Zl 444-7000; 47L-3850

city or town
Onaha
Lincoln state Nebraska

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

- national ,X, ,,"r" - local

As the designated State Historic Pregervslion Officer for the National Historic Preservation Acl ol 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominale thls prop€ity tor inclusion in the National Register and certity that it has been evalualed
according lo the crlierla and procedures set lorth by the Herltage Conservation .qd Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature
4 -

,a ,/ F)
t i t le  Di rector -  Net r ra .qka State  Hi  s f  or f  en ' l  Soni  er rz

For HCRS use only
I hereby sertify that this properly ls included in the National Register

Keeper of the National Register

G P O  9 3 8  8 3 5
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Time. Omaha: NationaL Print ing Co., L923.

Wakeley, Arthur C. Onaha: The Gate Citv and Douglas County, Nebraska. Vol. 1.
Chicago, The S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., L9L7.

Wtriffen, Marcus. American Architecture Since 1780, A Grid" to th" St .
Canbridge: T

I,Ihif f en, Marcus , and Koeper , Frederick. American Architecture L607 -Lg7 6.
Cambridge : The M. I .  T. Press , 1981.



Photo 1 of 2 — view of north façade, looking southwest.  
Photo by Lynn Meyer, 1977, Landmarks Heritage Preservation Commission, Omaha 

Photo 2 of 2 — view of east façade, looking northwest showing rear addition (1890). 
Photo by Lynn Meyer, 1981, Landmarks Heritage Preservation Commission, Omaha 


