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l .  Name of Pronertv
historic name Greeley County Courthouse
other  names/s i te  number GY02-2

2. Location
st reet  & number  K i ldare  St ,  B lock 28
ci tv .  town Greeley

N./A
N / A

not for publ icat ion
vicinitv

state Nebraska code NE countv Greeley code 077 z ip code 68842

3. Classification
Ownership of Property
t 1 private
lxl public-local
t 1 public-state
t ] public-Federal

Category of Property
t 1 bui lding(s)
lxl  distr ict
t 1 site
t 1 structure
t 1 object

Number of Resources within Property
Contr ibuting Noncontr ibuting

buildings
sites
structures

I objects
I Total

Name of related multiple property listing:
County Courthouses of Nebraska

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federel Aqencv Ceraification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of .|966, as amended, I hereby
certify that this Iyl nomination I I request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional

Npqigpal Regis iteria. [  , ]  See continuation sheet.
Lt4

ture of certifying official

r Fed
In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. I I See cont. sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property I yl meets [ ] does not meet the

State or Federal asencv and bureau
5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[ ] entered in the National Register.

[ ] See continuation sheet
[ ] determined eligible for the National

Register. [ ] See continuation sheet.
[ ] determined not eligible for the

National Register.

I removed from the National Register.

J other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Historic Functions (enter categories
Gove rnment,/  courthou s e

from instruct ions) Current Functions (enter categories from instruct ions)
Government/ courthous e

A rchitectural Classification
(enter categories from instruct ions)

Materials (enter categories from instruct ions)

foundation stone
wal ls br ick

roof other
other stone

Class ica l  Rev ivat

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
[X] See continuation sheet, section 7, page l .

8. Statement of Sienificance
Certifying official has considered the

Applicable National Register Criteria

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions)

Areas of Signif icance
(Enter categories from instructions)
Pol i t ics,/sovernment

this property in relation to other
[ ]  statewide [x] local ly

l x lC t lD

i lc  i lD  i lE  nF t

Period of Signif icance

1 9 1 3 - 3 9

Cultural Affil iation
N ' \

propert ies:significance of
[ ] nationally

l x lA  t lB

nA i lB

Architecture

Significant Person
N/A

Architect/Builder
Ber l inghof .  George A.  (Ber l inghof

and Dav is l

State significance
noted above.

of property, and just i fy cr i ter ia,criteria considerations, and

[X] See continuation

areas and periods of significance

sheet, section 8, page l .
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Buil t  in I913-I4, the creeley County Courthouse is an excel lent, largely
unaltered exanple of the Property Type, County Citadel. Identifying
features include: rectangular shape, centered entrance, cost ly
rnaterials, dist inct lve ornanentation, ClassicaL Revival styl lst ic
influence, provision for fireproof storage, and inpression of a
governrnent building representing rnodernity, sirnpllcity, strength, and
prosperity. fn addition, the courthouse has other county citadel
character is t ics : f  lat  roof r  r€r ised basement,  and designed by an
architect. The courthouse j.s a good exanple of the work of Nebraska
architect George A. BerLinghof (here as Berl inghof & Davis), representing
the evolution of his designs. The courthouse is a less elaborate versj.on
of the Ho!'rard County Courthouse built ln 1912-15 in the next county south
of creeley.

The Greeley County Courthouse is rectangular and consists of three
stories set upon a raised basenent. Four broad stone 6teps provide
acceris to the principal entrance, which is recessed and has original wood
double doors with Large panes. At the principal or west entrance is a
vestibule with steps down to the ground 1evel and 18 steep steps up to
the first floor. On the other three sides entrances open directly into
the ground floor. The third or top floor was designed to house the jail,
while the two-story district courtroon on the second floor extends into
third f loor space.

Linestone of a golden hue is used effectively for the foundation and also
trin, especially at the lrest entrance and along the parapet. The
stonework contrasts effectively with greyish tan face brick and is used
for the heavy moulded water table, continuous sll1 for first story
windows, distinctive door surround, mouLded bases and capitals of
pilasters, the heavy cornj.ce, and the parapet.

All four facades have slightly recessed sections of windows that are
located betsteen brick corner bays. Since the ltest facade is the prirnary
entrance, lt has sonewhat nore elaborate detail: an outslzed stone
shield with large swags, papyrus bundles, and scrolls centered on the
stepped parapet; the natne of the buildlng across the entablature (with
discs betlteen each ltord) t and at the entrance an attractive flat
decorated lintel with consoles. This Lintel has a shield with trGtr on it
and a row of upright ears of corn on either side and is jolned effective-
ly with the water table.

Both the east and ltest facades have sirnple paired brlck pilasters while
four pllasterE are arranged singly on the north and south. Between the
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pilasters are slightly recessed windowe grouped in threers on the east
and lrest sides and paired on the other sides. Decoration is lirnited at
the cornerE of the building and generally continues cornlce and parapet
treatnent as weLl aE that of the foundation and water table.

The 70x82 I courthouse exhibits features of tbe Classical Revival style,
including synrnetrical arrangenent, monunental proportions, a parapet,
large pi lasters, snooth surfaces, and att ic story.

The ground floor includes a ladies restroon and along the east side a
large assenbly roon. On the first floor county offices are arranged off
a short corridor. Vaults are Located next to the 61ight1y projecting
corner bays of the building. ALthough the vaults have windows, heavy
j.nner steel shutterE can be closed to provide a fireproof and secure
space. The distrlct courtroom is centered on the east Eide of the second
story.

The interior, which is of rather sinple but largely unaltered design,
retains original features, such as terrazzo flooring in hallways and
marble counters. Perhaps the nrost proninent feature ls the white roarble
that ls used for wainscoting, stairs, and finely curving banisters. The
largely unaltered district courtroon is aLso sinply decorated and
features original high ceilings, broad plaster beans, pairs of unadorned
pilasters betr{reen long narrow windows, whlte nrarble mopboard, grey
painted concrete floor, and sfunp1e wood furnishings. The original 1i9ht
fixtures consist of three long globes with three shorter ones around then
and all are suspended by a long netaL chaln.

Interlor changes include sone dropped cellings hrith flush fluorescent
fixtures and nodern wood paneling applied to counters in offices.
Exterl-or alterations are also few: transoms on origlnal windows have
been painted white, two windows on the north facade have been enclosed,
and a small wood gabled entry has been added to the south facade (easlly
renovable).

The creeley county Courthouse enj oys a fulL courthouse square off the
conmercial area of Greeley. Rallroad tracks are at the other end of the
nain conmercial street, an example of Hudsonrs trT-townr arrangernent and
evidence of the conmunityr s beglnnlngs as a railroad stop. on the
courthouse bl.ock a gravel parking lot has entrances from the northeast
and southeast corners and is located at the back or east side of the
building. A broad concrete walk leads directly to the west entrance, and
walkways also lead frorn the northrtest and Eouthhtest cornerE of the site,
as vre1l as around the building on tbree sides.
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one outbul lding (sna1I, hlpped roofed, concrete block and clapboard, and
one-story) was once the city punphouse but is now used for storage. It
is located in the southeast corner of the site, near where the city water
tosrer once stood. A dlstinctive nenorial to Vlet Nan veterans ls located
at the northeast corner of the courthouse. one of the better local
lnterpretations of the Washington, D.C. vlet Nan nonument, the Howard
county menorial is qulte noving. An earthen nound shelters a snall v-
shaped nonunent (brick with concrete coping) and there are two stone
plaques on i t .  A snal l  bench with metal Elats is part of the design,
placed there for contenplation. Because of lts recent construction date,
the nemorlal is a noncontrlbuting obJect for this nomlnatlon. The o1d,
unaltered punphouse ls a contributlng bullding for it dates fron around
ttre tlnre of courthouse construction, is located wlthin the obvious
historic boundarles of the noroinated property, and it adds to the
historlc architectural gual i t ies of the slte.

The Greeley County courthouse sbares sone slmllarities with the
arcbitectrs County Capitol designs, ref lect ing his apparent nostalgia for
thls form. The courthouse has four entrances, despite the wasted space.
The slightly proJectlng corner bayE are remlnlscent of those with toners
on a County Capitol, and opposite facades are nearly the sane. As such,
the courthouse in creetey Ls a snaller and rnore rnodest lnterpretation of
the Hosrard County Courthouse, also a Berlinghof & Davis design.
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The creeley county courthouse is architecturally significant (Criterion
C) and also historical ly signif icant (Crlterion A) for i ts associat ion
with politics and Iocal governnent. The property derives its historic
significance as the focal point for the adninistration of l.ocal
government and institutions in creeley County. It is a good exanple of
public architecture in the connunity and contains good exarnples of design
features and facilities distinctive to its design and use as a court-
house. In addition, the courthouse j.s a good exanple of the work of an
inportant Nebraska architect, George A. Berlinghof (Irere as Berlinghof
& Davis), representing the evolut ion of hls designe.

As a good exanple of the county Citadel , the courthouse contains design
features and facilities distinctive to its design and use (such as
fireproof vaults), has a rectangular shape, centered entrance, costly
materials, distinctive ornarnentation, and Classical Revival. styllstic
influence. Elenents of the design comblne effectively to convey the
impression of a governnent bullding representing rnodernlty, sirnplicity,
strength, and prosperity, also features of the county citadel.

The Period of Signif icance iE 1913, when construction began, to 1939,
when the trflfty year rul.etr takes effect. The Greeley County Courthouse
is being nominated as an exanple of the Property l:rpe, County Courthouses
of Nebraska (County Cj.tade]) of the Context, County covernnent in
Nebraska, 1854-1941, fron the lilultiple Property Subnission, County Court-
houses of Nebraska.

Greeley county is located in central Nebraska. The area is well watered
by a series of streans and enjoys reasonabLy fertite growing conditions.
Early settlenent dated fron 1871 and was initially concentrated in the
southwest corner of the present county, along the North Loup River.
Anong the early arrivals nas a colony of Seventh-Day BaptlstE frorl
Wisconsj.n, and an rr ish sett lenent also arr ived in the 1870s, platted
towns, and bought a reported 251000 acres of land.

In the fal1 of L872 area residents took step6 to organize a county, and
the governor proclained creeley county as duly establl-shed the same year.
Two locations vied for the county seat designation ln an election held
February 11, 1873. Lanartine was the wlnner. fn November 1874 Scotia
resldents succeeded in calling another county seat election, which they
won.

The natter was not ended, however. In L878 and again in 1881 otconnor,
a cornrnunity of the lrish settlenent located near the center of the
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county, petitioned for yet another vote on the county seat location.
However, OrConnor did not receive enough votes to wrest the county
seatdon from Scotia, despLte its more accessible location in the county.
To counter Otconnorrg efforts to becorne county seat, Scotia residents
sponsored constructlon of a 94r000 courthouse there in 1885. fn
additlon, the only railroad in the county passed near Scotia, which had
a spur line to it. Prospects seerned good for Scotia retaining the county
seat designation.

The present county seat, Greeley, was not establ ished unti l  1885, when
the Burlington Railroad was bullt through the county. ft enjoyed a spot
ln the center of the county and also railroad connections, botb important
factors in beconlng a county seat. The railroad had bypassed Orconnor
in favor of i ts own rai l  stop, Greeley.

A special elect ion held January 17, 1888 was nul l i f ied when both sldes
engaged in fraudulent vote-counting. FinaLly, in 1890, creeley was
successful in lts quest for the county seat. The real estate arn of the
railroad, Llncoln Land Conpany, donated a courthouse block. creeley
boosters raised $5rOOO for bui lding a brick courthouse. On January 13,
1891, the county board held its first neeting in Greeley (a1so known as
creeley Center) .

As early as L9O7, the two-story brick courthouse in Greeley was
inadequate for county needs, forcing then to rent space. In August I9l.O
a grand jury lnvestlgated the condition of the courthouse and condenned
it, likely a tactlc of county governnent to force the issue. The grand
jury said the courthouse and jail lacked vault roorn, that county records
were not properly cared for, and furthernore the Jall was unsanitary.
The county board had a duty to provide suitable quarters for county
governrnent and coul.d point to the grand jury findings as justification
for building a new courthouse.

The board planned to hold an election in Novenber 1910 to vote on issuing
$65,000 in bonds to underwrite courthouse construction. I t  i .s unclear,
and county records are silent, on whether that election ltas held, and it
hras not unti l  JuIy 2, ]-9]-2, that a $55r000 bond issue passed, by Just one
vote.

Several nonths later, in Decenber 1912, the board net with the architect,
Berl.inghof & Davis. county records rnake no rnentlon of how the firn was
selected, but it seems cleai that county officials were familiar with the
Hottard County Courthouse which ls so narkedly sLnilar to the Greeley
County Courthouse.
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ceorge A. Berlinghof nas a cerman imnigrant who lnitially settled in
Beatrice, Nebraska. In 1905 he noved to Lincoln where his expertise and
connections resulted in his selection as archLtect for the State of
Nebraska in 1907. Berlinghof is known to have deslgned courthquses in
four other states as well as for seven other Nebraska counties.'

On February 4, ]913, Ohlsen & Son was narned generaL contractor and
wlllian Kelly & conpany the plurnbing and heating contractor. Pre-
construction activity continued in the early spring of 1913. By April
28, I9!3 the old courthouse had been noved from its centered slte to one
on the north end of the courthouse €rquare. (Nearby Howard County had
used the sane technlque for carrying on county governnent durlng its
courthouse constructlon in 1912. )

Unlike the Holrard County experience, construction seens to have proceeded
rapidly. The cornerstone nas laid JuIy 10, 1913. By October 1913, the
board was selecting bids for wood furnlture ( from Wollaeger Dtanufactur-
ing) and for steel vault furniture (fron Art Ueta] Construction Conpany),
an lndication the bullding was aII but complete, However, ln December
of that year a nisunderstanding arose over the anount of narble that
would be used, and this delayed conpletion. The architec! and the
contractor disagreed, but the inatter ias eventually resolved.z

By May 1914 the courthouse was cornplete, and the board advertised for
bids on the Janitorship of the courthouse. on ltay 26 and June 2, the
county uroved in, and by the end of the nonth began planning fonnal
dedication cerernonies.

l In chronological  order the count ies are Nemaha, Thayer,
Seward, Kearney, Howard, Greeley, Lincoln,  and Frankl in.  The
Richardsonian Romanesque Thayer County Courthouse has been
altered and does not appear to be el ig ible for the Nat ional
Register,  unl ike the others.

zBerl inghof also had problems with contractors for the
Seward and Hbward County Courthouses; both resulted in lawsuits
and cost ly  de lays,
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Verbal Boundary Descrlption

The noninated property, Greeley County CourthouEe, occupies Block 28 of
the Origlnal Eown of creeley and ls roughly 3OOx3OOt ln slze.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire city block that has historically been
aEgociated $rith the property.



G?EELEY c,otr//rrj
@u.ttT [lOt(SE ( 6,loz-:-)
G".'t^{ , DEpA

or."l l ArA

H
{.is

--

4

9o",r.r, b^Lt"q" B[4El
A- C.u"V."L-.-

) I  +a)
A-I.;. J)

' { )

lUonco n{rr ; b^+, \ Obj".t
-

C - UeAevoar.> W.*qir;a'l

{J
ll

s
o
t
s

J
o

O' Con"toR Ar{-



 
View looking NE -- Photo by John Kay, 1991 (NSHS 9112/13:37) 

  



 
Photo 1 of 4 – looking E showing W façade 
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research (NSHS 8904/11:24) 
 

 
Photo 2 of 4 – looking NE showing S & W facades 
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research (NSHS 8904/11:22) 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo 4 of 4 – looking NE showing S & W sides of former pumphouse 
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research (NSHS 8904/11:9) 

Photo 3 of 4 – looking E at W façade entrance  
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research (NSHS 8904/11:14) 
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