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l  -  Nnma o f  Proner tv
histor ic name Kearnev County Courthouse
o t h e r  n a m e s / s i t e  n u m b e r  K N  0 4 - 1

2.  Locat ion
street  & number 5th St  bet  Colorado & Minden Aves N / A
ci!v. town Minden N/A
srte Nebraska code 

'NE 
county Kearney, code 09 9

not  for  nub l ica t ion
v ic in i tv
zip code 68959

3- Classi f icat iou
Ownership of Property
t I private
lxl public-local
t 1 public-state
t I public-Federal

Category of Property

structure
object

Name of related mult iple property l ist ing:
Countv Courthouses of Nebraska

Number of Resources within Property
Contr ibuting Noncontr ibuting

I bui ld ings

_ sites

3 - .:[j:'.t"'
Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

t I buildine(s)
lxl district
t I site

4. Stete/Federal Aeencv Cert i f icat ion
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby
certify that this ffi nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property ffi meets [ ] does not meet the

I Registgr cry'eria. I J See continuation sheet.

ture of . cert ylng official Date

State or Federal asencv and bureau
In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. [ ] See cont. sheer.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Eederal aAerlcy atrLhurelu-
5. National Perk Service Cert i f icat ion
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[  ]entered in the National Register.

[  ]  See continuation sheet
[ ]determined el igible for the National

Register. [  ]  See continuation sheet.
determined not el igible for the

'National Register.

removed from the National Register.
other, (explain:) -

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6.  Funct ion or  Usc
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Governnent/courthouse covernrnent,/courthouse

7. I}escrintion
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Class ica1 Rev iva l

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone
wal ls  s tone

roof a spha 1t
other stone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
[XJ See continuation sheet, section 7 , page l .

8. Statement of Sisnif icance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

. [  ]  national ly [x] statewide [ ]  local ly

Applicable National Register Criteria [xJ A t ] B txl C' t I D

Cr i te r iaCons idera t ions (Excep t ions )  t lA  t lB  t lC  t lD  t lE  t iF  t lC

Areas of Significance , . \
(Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture
Pol i t ics/qovernment 1906-39

Period of, Significance Significant Dates

1906 -07
N /A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person
N/A

Architect/Builder
Ber l inqhof  Georqe A.

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance
noted above.

[X] See continuation sheet, section 8, page l.
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Built in J.9o6-o7, the Kearney county courthouse is an excellent, largeLy
unaltered exanple of the Property Type, county capitol. It is the last
of 18 extant exanples built in Nebraska, five of which are individually
ll,sted on the National Register. fdentifying features include: corner
towers and central dome, four entrances, permanent costly materials,
classical Revival stylistic influence, and irnpresslon of a government
bui lding of permanence and sol idity. Clearly patterned on the 1905-07
Seward County Courthouse, the courthouse in Mlnden is a good exanple of
an inportant Nebraska architec!, ceorge A. Berlinghof; hie use of the
Classica1 Revival showE his ability to adapt to changing stylistic
preferences. The Se$tard and Kearney County Courthouses are two among the
eigbt courthouses Berlinghof designed ln Nebraska.

The Kearney County Courthouse has three stories, although the srnooth,
rustlcated stone of the ground level gives the appearance of a raised
basement. In addition, there iE linited attic space on an incourplete
fourth floor that was u6ed for two snall jury roons and a Jall facllity.
Access onto the ground floor is via several steps down on the nest
facade, although the entries are at grade for the other facadeE.

Pavilions with squared tops and pedinentE are centered on all four sldes
of the 80x80t square building. Ihe east and west facades both have large
single round-arched entries that extend above a snooth broad nater table.
The west facade was intended to be the prinary entrance since it has
steps that lead up to county offices on the first floor. North and south
entrances have three small archways that forro an arcade. An inportant
deslgn characterlstic are the four corner towers with a stone paneled
parapet and 1ow buLbous dones and the lofty rlbbed center dorne (with
cupola) that rises from a tall drun. The drum is decorated wlth
pedinents and snooth and squared engaged colunns.

The flat-roofed building is faced with srnooth lirnestone, a hal]nark of
the Classical Revival sty1e. other classical Revival el.enentE include:
sy'rarnetrical arrangenent, monunental proportlons (especially the farge
snooth squared pilasters), pedimented pavilions, smooth surface, and
unadorned parapet. other notabLe features are the attractive round-
alched entries with keystones, squared pilasters (at corners and
pavilions), ground floor arcades, and the mighty central done resting on
its octagonat drun. Rectangular $rindows have transonE and lack special
l intel or si l l  treatrnent. rn contrast with Berl inghofrs sl ightly earl ler
Seward County courthouse design, this building is nore sinpllfied and
restralned.

7 1
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According to supervisors I records, the county board voted that their
courthouse was to have the Thayer County Couithouse floorplanl and an
rrexterior deslgn. . . sinilar to the Seward County Court Houser rr but with
8o-foot square dimensions. A 1905 nevrspaper issue showed a drawJ.ng of
the Seward County Courthouse as rrKearney Countyta new $781000 Court
House, soon to be under constructionr rr further evidence of the intended
sirnilarity between the t$ro buildlngs.

The floorplan is conpact, and county offices are located off an unusually
snall (approxirnately 16-foot square) interior hallway on the first floor,
compared to earlier county capitol floorplans. The sole staircase ls
Iocated at the center of the west facade directly acrosE frorn the entry
at the ground leveI. Four vaults are l"ocated next to the corner tower
spaces. An unusual feature was tha! the south door was intended to give
direct accesE to the ground floor Ladlesr restroon. A large assenbly
roon and library were also on the ground floor, on the east gide; each
had its own entrance.

Exterior alterations are minLnal and expected! replacernent metal and
glass doors and modern windows. The latter appear to be sirnilar to the
origlnals. Sorne origlnal features remain, lncluding pressed tin ceilings
and l ight f ixtures.

The courthouse is centered on a courthouse €iquare which has a host of
nature trees (naking photographing difflcult). Conmercial buildings
surround i t  on al l  sides. The bui ldingtg 10Or done is vlsible fron a
distance as it towers over the tree canopy of Minden, an arresting site.

The slmnetry continues with sidewalk arrangenent. Cenent walks (a
driveway on the north side) lead to aII four entrances, around the
buildlng, and also fron each of the four corners. Benches dot the site,
naking it an inviting spot. On the south facade, a Einp1e granlte
pointed arch sLab was dedicated in 1933 itto the pioneers of Kearney
county, Nebraska. rr Nearby ls a very sna]I, Iow, granite rtso-year tine
capsulerr that nas buried in 1977.

Inportant objects that contribute well to the atrnosphere of the
courthouse square are centered on the east and west facades in the nidst
of the concrete walkway. on the east is a G.A.R. stone statue of a Union
Army veteran. It is set upon a rather high stone decorated shaft that'
tapers to a rectangular base. The nonunent was erected in 1913 as a

7 2

lF loorplan not avai lable for comparison.
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rnenorial to Civil War and Spanish-Anerican veterans in the county. Just
south of it is an unusual stone bench whose arns and legs have been
carved to resernble a tree trunk. Two large catling gnrns and,/or perhaps
rrbrass cannonsrr (mention nade in 1912 newspaper article) Iikely once
graced the circular concrete paal by the c.A.R. monunent.

Centered on the west facade ls a distinctive granite fountain dedicated
in Novenber L924. Small metal rnedallions of the various arned services
branches are enbedded around a large circular fountain; a rectangular
shaft rises fron it and has netal plagues on all four sides listlng World
War I veterang. Atop the shaft is a stone globe lritb a large metal eagle
sculpture guardlng it.

For this nornlnation, small objects were not counted, and the pJ.oneer
nonunent, G.A.R. statue, and l{orld l{ar I fountaln are all contrlbutlng
obJects due to their age and appropriate appearance.

3
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The Kearney county courthouse is archltecturally signlficant (Crlterlon
c) and also historical ly slgnif icant (Criterlon A) for l ts associat lon
with polltics and 1oca1 government. The property derives its hlstoric
significance as the focal point for the adralnlstration of local
government and inEtltutlons ln Kearney county. It is an exceptional
exanple of public archltecture in the connunity and contains good
examples of design features and faci l l t les dlst inct ive to i ts design and
use as a courthouse. In addition, the courthouse Ls a fine example of
the work of an important Nebraska architect. ceorge A. Berlinghof. with
its standing as apparently the last example of the County Capitol built
in Nebraska and aE one of eight courthouse designs by Berlinghof (or his
f irn), the Kearney county Courthouse is of Statewide signif icance.

As an important example of the County Capitol, the courthouse contains
design features and facilitles distlnctlve to its deslgn and use (such
as f ireproof vaultE), haE corner tolrerg and a dome, costly naterials,
Classical Revival styl ist lc lnf luence, and dlst inct ive ornanentatlon.
ElenentE of the deslgn conblne effectlvely to convey an Lmpression of a
governnent buildlng of pemanence and solldlty, another feature of the
County Capitol. The Perlod of Signlficance ls 1906, hrhen construction
began, to 1939, when the rrf l f ty year rulel takes effect. The Kearney
County Courthouse is being noninated aE an exarnple of the Property Type,
County Courthouses of Nebraska (County Capltol) of the Context, County
covernnent in Nebraska, 1854-1941, fron the Uultlple Property Submissj.on,
County Courthouses of Nebraska.

Located ln south central Nebraska, Kearney County has for lts north
border the Platte Rlver (and Inter6tate-80). The countryside is
prosperous and rnuch of lt is planted j.n corn. The area enjoyed a good
location along the PLatte Rlver and across the river fron Fort Kearney
(establ ished f848). Kearney County was organized ln 1872 during a period
of intense settlenent across the state. An electlon was duly hald to
determine the county seat, and Lowell won over Kearney City, the
tenporary county Eeat, 23 votes to Just five. Both were located in the
northern edge of the county.

County off iclals soon bul l t  a brick courthouse to sol ldify Lonell_rs
standing as county seat. l{hen the railroad arrived the sunrner of Lg72
in Lowe1l, lts prospects lncreased accordingly. However, settlers who
chose the southern part of the county over the nore expenslve land near
the Platte in the north began to agitate for a rnore centrally located
county seat. On Novenber 2I, 1876, a county seat election decided the
natter, and Minden in the center of Kearney Cbunty energed as the new and
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pernanent wlnner ln the county governnent sweepstakeE.

It was not until 1878 that the county officially rnoved to Minden. County
officiaLs initially used a nodest frane building for the courthouse. fn
1879 a nore subgtantial courthouse was built on the present courthouse
sguare. By the turn of the century, the county taE sufficiently
prosperous to consider a neht, nore cornmodious nonunent to county
government. In 1904, county records show that citizens presented a
petition to the county board, asking the:l:

to erect and conplete a good and substantial building, wlth
sufficlent capacity to anply and econornical).y provide for the
safekeeping of records and all the lnterests of the county,
incident to a well equipped court llouse.

The county board agreed, for this statenent well sunnarized the statutory
provision that county officials had a duty to provide a suitable
courthouse. A najority of county voters did not agree that the county
shouLd issue $60,000 in bonds to bulld a courthouEe and voted dotn the
proposal on Decenber 20, 1904. County records are unclear, but on
Novenber 7, I9O5, county voterg did approve a bond lssue, this one for
980,  ooo.

Desplte the Novenber 1904 setback, the county board nent ahead with
courthouse p1ans. In August 1905 a building conmittee was appointed.
They pronptly vlslted courthouses in three Nebraska countles having
relatively recent courthouses. The connLttee felt that the Red Willow
Courthouse was lrvery poorly arranged and a cheaply conatructed bullding. rl
They also did not like the arrangenent of the Fl1ltnore County courthouse
and felt the vaults nere too snall and poorLy llghted. The Thayer County
Courthouse, in contrast, was rr just what we wanted in most respects. rr It
was built of Bedford limestone, had steps of narble supported by a steel
framevrork (and therefore fireproof), and rrnicely arrangedrr offlces wlth
anple vaults. Fireproof considerations nere irnportant to the building
cornrnittee, and they afso nanted a building that was attractive.

on septernber 29, 1905, the connittee looked over courthouse plans a
nunber of architects had subr itted. Three architectE $rere present.
ceorge A. Berllngbof was seLected and signed an agreement to provide
plans, notlng. that the bond issue night be voted down.

Further delays in addition to those related to the bond issue put the
project behind 6chedu1e. fn February 1905 the board rejected all three
bids fron general contractors rras none of the bids flled are withln the
amount of available funde on hand, or the anount of bondE voted. rr (one

I 2
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of the bidders vras lilarxen & Rokahr, contractors later fired fron the
Seward County Courthouse proJect. ) Berllnghof revised the plans (changes
not specified in county records), and the board again advertised for
contractors. On April 3, 1906, the board chose Shaul and Assennracher of
Seneca, Kansas, as contractors.

The former courthouse nas renoved fron the site, and the county used
rented quarters durlng construction. On Uay 10, 1906, work connenced on
the foundation. Progress was sufficient to hold cornerstone laying
cerernonles on July L7, 1906. There was a parade wlth floats and bands
fron four connunities. crand Lodge No. L27 of A.F. & A.U. Iras responsi-
ble for laying the cornerstone.

By August 7, the architect inforned tbe board that the first story was
up. By ilanuary 3I, L9O7, roofing sras conpleted. By April 15, 1907,
progress had been made on interior finishing, inctuding rnarble rrork,
plastering, and paintlng. That nonth, the board appointed a grounds
commLttee to advertise for cenent walks and other inprovenents, a
reflectlon of progTress on the courthouse. On July 9, L9O7, the board
learned that the following details rernained to be conpleted! oi1 the
floors, build sidewalks, dlg an ash pit for the boiler, buy curtains, and
repalr a hydrant. On August 28 the board fornally accepted the court-
house fron the contractors and nade plans to nove in.

Mindents standing as rrthe Christnas Cityrt dales fron 1915, the first tine
the courthousers lofty done was draped with with ChrigtmaE llghts. The
lights had been intended to highlight the way fron the depot to the
courthouse square for a Etate convention of the Grand Arny of the
Republlc. However, an ice storm prevented their use. Today, for000
bulbs are used at Christnas tinre and the celebration reflects local pride
ln the courthouse.

In addition to its standing as the seat of county governnent, the Kearney
county Courthouse is of architectural interest. The deslgn effectively
conbines the massing of the County Capitol Property Type with elenents
of the Classical Revival style. The Kearney county courthouse appears
to be the last example of the county capltoL Property Type built in the
state.

The earliest extant county Capitol courthouse in Nebraska was buiLt lri
1888-89 in ilohnson county. construction began on the Kearney county
exanple t8 yearE later, reflecting the popularity of the property type.
I{hen compared l^tith earlier Berllnghof courthouses (see the 1899-1900
nichardsonian Ronanesque Nenaha county Courthouse NR nornination, for
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exanple), the Kearney county courthouse shou6 the evolutlon of hls
designE.

ceorge A. Berlinghof rras a cernan inrnigrant who initially settled in
Beatrice, Nebraska. rn 1905 he noved to Lincoln where his expertise and
connections resulted in his selection as architect for the State of
Nebraska ln L907. Berlinghof is known to have designed courtholrsee ln
four other EtateE as well aE for seven other l{ebraskl countl-es.z

zfn chronological order the counties are Nemaha, Thayer,
Seward, Kearney, Howard, Greeley, Lincoln, and Frankl in. The
Richardsonian Romanesque Thayer County Courthouse has been
altered and does not ippear to be el igible for the National
Registett unl ike the others.

4
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verbal. Boundary Descrlpt.ion

The noninated property, Kearney county courthouse, occupies all of Block
2 O of the Original Town of l,llnden.

Boundary Justification

The boundary. includes the entire city block that has hlstorically been
associated with tbe property.
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Photo 1 of 3—looking east showing west façade & WWI fountain 
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research, 1989 (NSHS 8904/15:24) 

Photo 3 of 3—view looking north at south facade 
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research, 1989 (NSHS 8904/15:10) 



Photo 3 of 3—view looking north at WWI fountain 
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research, 1989 (NSHS 8904/15:15) 

Aspect: southwest. Photo by Robert Kay, NSHS (8104/23:28A) 
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