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1. Name

h is to r ic  Hote l  YanceY- (LNo6-4s )

and or common liotel Pawnee

2. Location

street  & numbe |  22L East  5th Street E4_ not for publicatiOn

ci ty,  town North Plat te - I {  vrc in i ty of

state 
Nebraska 

code 031 county Lincoln code 111

3, Glassification
Category Ownership Slatus Pressnl U8e
- districl - public -L occupied - agricullure - museum
-L building(s) -J- private - unoccupied -L commercial - park
- slruclute - both - work in progress - educational _L private tesidence
- site Fublic Acquisit ion Acce3sible -- entertalnment - religlous
- obiect -NA in process L yes: restricled - government - scientitic

- being considered -.- yes: unreslrlcted - industrial - transporlalion
- no - military - othe.:

4. Owner of Property

name Richard I^1.  Sanders

s t r e e t & n u m b e r  I 2 L 6  S t a t e  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  6 1 0

city, town Santar Barbara t{A-- vicinity of s ta te  Ca l i fo rn ia  93101

5, Location of Legal Description

courrhouse, registry ol deeds, etc. Lincoln county courthollser Register of Deeds

street & number NE Corner 3rd & Jef fers Street

cl ty,  town i {or th Plat te state Nebraska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

1116 Nebraska Historlc Buildings Survey has this propcrty been determlned ellgibls? __ yes -X__ no

date On-going - lederal --X state - county local

depository tor survey records Nebraska State Historical Society

clty, town Lincoln state Nebraska



7. Description

Gondition
- ercellent

X good
- fa i r

Gheck one
- deteriorated - unaltered
- ruins X altered
- unexposed

Gheck one
-{.- original site
-- moved date - NA

Dcac?iba tha prG.cnl rnd otiglnal lll tnownl Fhyticrl tppeatance

The Hotel Yancey is located ln North Platte, the county seat of Lincoln County.
Constructed in T929, the hotel represents a fine example of the ceorgian Revival- style
of architecture, Also known as the llotel Pawnee, the bulldlng is presently used for
retirement houslng. Structural and hlstorlcal lntegrity has been preserved except for
nlnor aLterations to the street faeades rrhere stone fronts have been modernlzed, and
lnterior changes nade as a result of past renodellings.

The lloEel Yancey is located in the dorrntown buslness dlstrlct of North Platte
(1983 popuJ.atlon 24,509), sltuated approxlnateLy 224 mLLes west of Lincoln, the state
capltal-. The rrellrr ehaped building is constructed of steel and brlck and ls eight
stories in helght with nine bays to the south and seven bays on the east. Overal-1
the hotel is slmplistic ln its deslgn hrlth ornamentation found only in the first,
second and top storles. The pronounced beLt-course runs dlrectly below the s111 line
of the top story wlndon, visually dividing the story and making i.t the crovrning feature
ln the bullding's deslgn. The hotel is capped with a rnassive terra cotta cornice on
the south and east facades and dlsplays elaborate rrproJ ectlon-llkeI detalls at the
cornera. The rectangular shaped windows of six-over-one pane arrangement have
elaborate terra cotta panels above of curvaceous forms executed ln bas rellef and the
entire window unit is fraroed rrlth terra cotta noldiog. A snaLL decoratlve panel is
centered above each hrlndow unit. The prinary wlndows, found at the corners of the
building, are also crowned nith elaborate panels, but are surrounded by sprial columns
with decoratlve capitals vlsually aupporting an entabLature crowned with a broken
pedinent. Balconeta are featured at the base of each window openlng. The second
story windorr openings aLso show terra cotta surrounds executed ln a rrquoin-llkerr

fashlon r{lth the celtral rslndow showing an elaborate pedinented surround of terra cotta
with a profusion of bas relief detaillng. Again, fenestration conalsts of double-
hung windows ldth slx-over-one pane arrangement. A11 windows on the second 1eve1 are
joined at the hood and si1l lines by continuous terra cotta belt-courses. The ground level,
whlch houses the hoteL entries and retall space, shows a massive wal1 cornlce with a fret-
work deslgn in the frleze. The nain entrles are found on the south and east facades, each
featurLng a canopy reading "Hotel Pawnee, " The entrieg are framed r,rLth terra cotta
lncised \rith geonetrlc deslgns and also show wa1l flxturea of Art Deco deslgn. The
conmercial spaces are separated by large brlck plers which visually support the wall
cornice. The five-story shaft, whlch ls devold of ornamentation, shows rectangular
shaped wlndow openings with double-hung sash of six-over-one pane arrangement wilh
brick linteled hoods and terra cotta lugsj-Lls, Brlck buttresses run the entire height
of the bulldlng and are located near the southrdeat, southeast and northeaat corners.

The hotel lnterior remains renarkably lntact, uith only ninor changes being nade
since its conpletion h L929. The front foyer, whlch features segnental-Ly arched open-
ings, leads lnto the nain lobby.

ttThe room is English period design, the rugs, the furnlshings and the wall
coloring blendlng inlo a complete hrhole that gives it a distlnct honelike touch, The
whole is the liork of a famous Chlcago designer." (North Platte Evenln
October L6, L929>. The mezzanlne on gecond level enclrcles the entire lobby area and
shons an elaborate nrought lron ra1llng broken by nasslve fluted square columns with
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decorarive capltale. The lobby space ls a profuslon of Classlcal detalls lncludlng
rra11 cornlces, panels, dentils, wal1 sconces, ceillng medalllons, chandellers, brackets
and other varlous gurface enhenceoenta, lncludlng an Egyptlan runnlng notlf. The
raised entry, which leads to the dlnlng roon, exhlblts a round arched openlng flanked
by spiral coluErs nlth crocketed capltals supportlng nasslve wa1l brackets. A wall
panel crowns the door openlng and again, ornanentation ls abundant, showing design
notifs of frulta, vegetables, follage, dragons and shlelds. The dining roon ltself
features elaborate ceillng nedalllons lrlth celllng and wall llght fixtures reninlscent
of the Art Deco 6ty1e. The ballroon 1s located on the second leve1 with access provlded
froE the ylezzanlne. The root0 dlsplays ceillng nedallLons lrith crystal chandellers, a
atage, wood floors and wall panels surroundlng and lnterspaced between the wlndow
openings. Roon layout for the renalnlng floors is 81n11ar on each level, consisting of
gueat rooDa rrlth liathroon facllltl.es, an elevator shaft, corrldor and stairrrell.

In November 1928, Mr. Wl1lian Yancey of Grand Island slgned an agree[ent with
Kelth Neville of North Platte and Alex Beck of Onaha for the lease of the new hote1.
Constructlo[ began in March of 1929 lrlth the hotel celebratlng lts grand opening on
October  L6,  L929.

The Hotel bullding was fLnanced and erected by the North Platte Realty Company,
headed by NevilLe and Beck. The AIex Beck Conpany, onaha, served as the naln con-
tractors, nlth F. A. Ilenninger, also of Omaha, servlng as archltect.

The Hotel, presently known as the Pawnee Retirement Hotel, provldes houslng for
retired and elderly persons.



8, Signif icance

Pcriod
- prehistoric
-- 140F1499
_ 1500-1599
_ r60F1699
-- 1700-1799
__ r80(F1899

x 190(F

,n- agriculture
-t- architecture

- -- economlcs
.--- education

-- -- law
--.- l i terature
-.- military

-__ scrence
-- sculpture
--- social/

Areas of Signilicance--Gheck and iustify below
_-_. archeology-prehistoric - - community planning - - - landscape architecture---- religion
--archeology-historic -_-conservation

--- art - - engineering --- music humanitarian
.- X comrerce -.-- erploration/settlement -- philosophy - theater
- communications .---.- industry -- politics/goyernment - transportation

--.-- invention - other (specify)

Specilic dater L929 Builder/Architect Alex Beck/F. A. Ilennlnger

Strt.rn.nt of 3lgnlflcencc lln on. Prtrlt phl

ArcbitecturaLly slgnlflcanE, the llotel Yancey rePresente a flne example of
the Georgiau Revival style of architecture whlch rra6 evldent 10 ADerLca durlng the late
19th aad early 20th century. Names for IJ. L. Yancey, and deslgned by Onaha archllect
F. A. Bennlnger, conatruction of the hoEel nas flnanced by Kelth Nevllle and Alex Beck.
Neville lras a promlneot buaLnessnan and clvLc leader in the comunlty, serving as
Govellor fron 1917-19. Beck, ltho was presldent of Ehe North Platte Realty corPany'
served as the bullder aod contractor for the hotel. lllstorically, the building has
played an ioportaot role ln the colmercLal interesEs of North Platte and the surroundlng
Comun1ty.

The Hotel Yancey represents a fine exauple of the Georglan Revlval style of
archiEecture whlch galued popularlty fron the 1880ts through 1920. The style atrove
to restore order and discipline in archltectural deslgq and rtas characEerized by
foroallsm in plan, symetry, rectangular wlndow openlngsr and classlcal detalling.

Conatructlon of the new hotel began ln Uarch of L929 nlth the hotel celebratlng
its graDd opening October 15 of that same year. Headllnes ln the North Platte Evenina
Telegraph stated:

North Platters v1s1on of a new hotel has at last cone lnto reality. The
Yancey wllJ. be fornally opened tonight and ghe cLty's rtelcome to lts
visitors n111 hereafte! be extended 1u a building of beautlful ProPorElons,
furnlshed in the best of nodern equipment and with a sPlrlt that truly
expresses the cityts hospltality....The Yancey Is 1n every reaPect nodern and
up to date. The structure itself is ln GeorSlan archltecture, steel atrd concrete.
IE Ls eight atoriea Ln height nith 143 roons lr1th bath.

The Hotel derLves ita nane fron Williarn L. Yancey who served as proprietor of
lhe hotel after slgnlng a lease rrlLh Keith Neville and Alex Beck In the fall of 1928.
Yancey, wtlo had been engaged 1n the hotel buslness atnce he ltas a young teenager,
gained experlence worklng at hotels in Kansas Clty, Texas ' colorado and Iowa (uvenfne
Telegraph, L929, p.7). Io 1925, l,!r. Yancey sold hls inEereats out and devoted his
tlne to the llotel Yancey in Grand Island (see Ilotel Yencey, entered National Register
of ll istorlc Places 12/13/84). Theo following the conpletion of the lloEel 1n North
PLatte, Yancey handled the buslaess affalrs of both properties.

The hotel bulldlng was flnanced and elected by the North Platte Realty company,
headed by Kelth Neville and Alex Beck. The conpany nas incorporated by Neville and
Beck on December 10, 1928.
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"The principal place of transacting its business will be in the city of
North Platte and State of Nebraska. The general nature of the buslness
to be transacted by the corPoratlon shall be to construct' own and
operate hotel bulldings, theatre buildings, store buildings and other buil-dings
or i.uProvenents to real proPerty' constructed for, or dedicated to, similar
purposes, and to own and operate hotel and theatre buslnesses or other
simllar or related business." G!9-Iy9!iIC--IeleCElh, December 13, 1928' p. 5).

These two men rrrere also responsible for the construction of the Fox Theater (being

nonlnated simultaneously with the Hotel Yancey) which cel-ebrated its grand opening
in November L929, onLy weeks after the hotel's opening. F. A. I{enninger of omaha,
who served as the architect, designed both the theater and the hotel lrlth the Alex
Beck Company, also of Onaha serving as the main contractors. These two buildings,
located at the lntersection of 5th and Pine Streecs have served as landmarks in
North Platte representing the growth and prosperi.ty of the tom'

Keith Neville wag born in North Platte' Nebraska February 25, L884. He
received h is  educat lon at  St .  Johnts Acadeny and St .  Johnrs Col lege at  AnnaPol is ,
l4D, returnlng horne after graduatlon to manage the family farm and ranch j.nterests.

on october 21, 1908 he was marrled to Mary Virginia Neill in charlestotn, lJest
Virginia. Mr. Neville became a prominent buslnessman and civlc leader ln the North
Platte community. Known as the rrboy governor,tt Neville was only 33 years of age
when he took the governorrs office in 1917 C!9I!tr_I19!.!C_-Te lgSlgph, 1959, p. 1). Ile
became president of the First Nattonal Bank in 1931, and later served as the chairman,
having been a member of the board of directors since 1910. During his career he also
served as Nebraskars NRA Dlrector  dur ing Wor ld War I I ,  the DirecEor of  the Plat te
Valley Public Power and Irrigation District, chairman of the Nebraska Advertising
Connlssion, president of the Nebraska's Sportsmenrs Association and long-time member
of the Llncoln County Wildlife Club. Mr. Neville was also affil iated with fraternal
organizations incLuding Masonic Lodge, Sc ottish Rite, BPOE' Tangier Shrine and AF and
AI1. Actively involved in sports, he served as the head coach of the North Platte High
School football team for many years. Having wide hol-dings ln cicy and county real
estate, Mr. Neville rdas responsj.bl-e for the construction of several substantial
bull-dings in North Platte.

F. A. Hennlnger, born in 1865 in Albia, Iowa' received his formal Eraining at
the Chicago Art Institute. Moving to Llncoln, Nebraska he worked for a local
architect untj-l relocating to Onaha in the early L890rs. By 1895' Henninger had
established hlnself as an architect with the F. C. Ledebrink office and in 1896
purchased the business from Ledebrink. Mr, Henninger served as an active architect
in onaha untlL his retirement in L937, ar which tine the firm was taken over by
his son, F. A. Henninger, Jr. Henninger designed major omaha structures including
the Securities Building, the U.S. National Bank Building, the Farm credic Buildlng,
the VJest Farnam Apartnents and numerous residences.
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1O. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property Less rt'9t- 9n-e- -egre
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Yerbal  boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion

Original  Town North Plat te,  Nebraska,
e s t a f e .

E L /2  o f  Lo t  7 ,  a l l  o f  Lo t  8
inc luding a l l  h is tor ica l ly

in Block LL4,
assoc ia ted  rea l

Lict  a l l  s tates and count ies for  propert ies over lapping state or county boundar ies

state NA
c o d c

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/tit le JoniGilkersg{L_Jl_e_s_ervat_io-n_H1stgr,iq4

organization Nebraska State Histor ica l  Society

street & number P.O.  Box  82554 tefephone (4021 47 L-47 67

city or town Lincoln state Nebraska

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

- national J state - local

As the deslgnaled Slsle Hislorlc Preservation Officer lor the National Historic Preservalion Act ot 1966 (Public Law 8S'
665), I hereby nomlnate this property for inclusion in lhe Nalional Register and cerlily lhal it has been evaluated
accordlng to the criteri. and procedures sel lorth by lhe Nrllonal Prrt Ssrvics.

t l t l e  D i r e c t o r ,  N e b r a s k a  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y date

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

For NPS use only
I hereby certlfy that this property is Included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest:

G P O  ! 9 a ' ? t l

date

Chiel of Registration
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"Ilotel Makes Fornal Borr to Public Tonlghtrr The Evenlng Telegraph, North Platte,
Nebraska, I{ed., Ocrober L6, L929.

The Evening Telegraph, North Platte, Nebraska, Miscellaneous Newspaper Articles
dating froD Nov. 1928 through Oct. 17, 1929.

Whiffeo, Malcus, Amerlcan Archltecture SLnce 1780, The M.I.T. Press, Canbridge,
Magsachuset ts ,  (c .  1969) .

Ilarris ' CyrlL M.' Il lustrated Dictlonarv of Hlstorlc Architecture, Dover Publlcations,
Inc. ,  New York,  (c  1977) .



 
Photo 1 of 3 – view looking northwest showing south and east facades 

Photo by Joni Gilkerson, NSHS, Oct 1984 (8410/1:19) 



 
Photo 2 of 3 – view looking north showing lobby area 

Photo by Janet Jeffries Spencer, NSHS, Oct 1984 (8410/2:23a) 



 
Photo 3 of 3 – view looking south showing ballroom on second floor 
Photo by Janet Jeffries Spencer, NSHS, Oct 1984 (8410/2:37a) 
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