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1, Name

histor ic l I /A

and or common Johnstor l  l , le inor ia l  Bui ld ing

2. Location
street & number i:I,/A

city, town I' l ' l l l-ar:e

t t /A not for  publ icat ion

NIA vicinity ol

state Nebraska code 03-1- county Lj-ncoln code 111.

3. Classif ication
Catego.y Owner3hip S_latus Pre3ent Use
- districl jL publlc -L occupied - agrlculture - museum
--lL buildingG) - private - unoccupied - commercial - park
- struclure - both - wofk in progress - educalional - private residence
- site Public Acquii lt ion Acce3sible -g- enterlainment - religious
- oblect illa in process -L yes: restricted - government - scientific

- being considered -- yes: unrestricled - Industrial - lransportalion
- no - mil itary i other: c ivic

4. Owner of Property
name V i l lage  o i - ' ' . , r la l -1ace,  c .o  InJer r ren  D.  Smi t i r

street & number l l,/4

city, town 
T'lal--l-;r':'-: t t / l  u i" in i ty ol state l lcbracka

5. Location of Legal Description

cour thouse,  reg is t ry  o f  deeds ,  e tc .  Reg is  Ler  o f  Deeds ,  L inco in  CouLr ty  CourL i rouse

street & number N/A

cl ty,  town North Plat  te state Nebraska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Nebraska Hisioric BuildinAs Euffef___I9l this property been determined eliglbte? - yes ---&. no

On-qoi-nq - f e d e r a l  X  s t a t e  - c o u n t y  - - l o c a l

depository lor survey records Nebraska S Eate Historical___Eqg_lely

ci ty,  town Lincoln stale Nebraska



7. Description

Cond i t i on
- -  exce l lent
X good
- tair

-- deteriorated
-  ru ins
- unexposed

Check one
-- -  una l tered
-X - altered

Check  one
X  o r i g i na l  s i t e

--- moved date l l /4

Dercribe lhe pte3enl and original l i t knownl physical appearance

The Johns lon  Memor ia l  bu i id ing  is  d  o r . re -s lo ry  sLruc ture  o f  sLucco- faced
f rame cons t ruc t ion ,  s i tua ted  in  Lhe ru ra l  wesLern  Nebraska v i l lage  o f  Wa11ace,
(1980 popu la t ion :  349) .  Th is  1921 ha l l  i s  loca ted  on  severa l  r ree  shaded lo rs
a t  Lhe nor thern  edge o f  the  town 's  bus iness  d is t r i c t .  The symneLr ica l  bu i ld ing
m:asures  55  x  60  fee t  and fea lu res  a  parape led  gab le  roo f  f l ,anked by  arcaded
ent ry  porches .

The f ron t  facade o f  the  bu i ld ing  is  a  pav i l ion- l i ke  e lenent  g iv ing  the
appearance o f  one-and-one-ha l f  s to r ies  in  he ighL,  fea tur ing  an  en l i vened parapeted
gab le .  Arcaded en t rance porches  f lank  the  pav l l ion ,  whose corners  a re  sLrengthened
l r i lh  bu t t ress- l i ke  appendages.  o r ig ina l l y  the  facade fea tured  a  la t r i ce  g r id
o- / ,? r  sec l ions  a f  r -he  wa11.  The fa ' :ada is  p ie rced b1  a  La tge  rec tacgu lar  a r t
g .1 - i r r ;s  w in r l r ' l  d iv ided inLD secL i l l r s  b )J  subrLauL ia l  f rame inu l -1 ions .  D i recL ly
be low th is  w indor r  i s  a  b lack  car ra ra  po l i shed g lass  p la te  wh ich  measures
7 ' 4 "  b y  2 r  a n d  c a r r i e s  a  g o l d - l e c t e r e d  m e m o r i a l -  i n s c r i p L i o n  t o  J .  R ,  J o h n s L o n
(see phoro  /14) ,  Above th is  w indor . r  i s  a  logo fo rmed by  the  ar t i s t i c  p lacement  o f
Johns tonrs  in iL ia ls .  P laced h igh  in  the  f ronL gab le  i s  a  deep ly  se t  a rched
windor^ r  (see  photo  /13) .  Beh ind  th is  f ron ta l  gab le  Lhe sLrucLure  has  a  lower  roo f
l ine ;  a  gab led  sec t ion  in  Lhe center  wh ich  covers  the  dance f loor  a rea  and a
f la t  sec t ion  wh ich  sur rounds the  gab led  porL ion  on  th ree  s ides .  A  br ick  ch imney
penet ra tes  the  roo f  f rom the  k i tchen area ,  The roo f  i s  covered w iLh  "French
Method"  s ty le  sh ing les  wh ich  g ive  a  t i le - l i ke  appearance.

The inLer io r  o f  the  Memor ia l  bu i ld ing  cons is ts  o f  a  1a t  ge  dance f loor  in
the  center '  o f  the  bu i ld ing i  k iLchen,  s lo rage room and res t roons  a lon8 t .he
easLerD s ide  o f  the  s t ruc lu re ,  a  s tage on  Lhe norLh and an  area  on  Lhe I^ 'es l  fo r
expanded danc ing  or  seat ing  space.

The in te r io - i  i s  in  exce l len t  and or ig i l ra l  cond ic ion ,  The woodwork  Lhroughout
Lhe s r rucLure  is  oak  in  the  broad s i rup l i s t i c  mode o f  the  Cr3 f tsman s ty le .  The
ha l l  has  a  par t ia l  basement  under  Lhe nor theas le rn  par t  o f  Lhe bu i ld ing .  Th is
area  houses  the  or ig ina l  coa l  s toker  heat ing  sys tem wh ich  is  s t i l l  opera t iona l . .

T h e  M e m o r i a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n  r  n s i n L a i n s  i l s  h i s L o r i c a l .  a r l d

a r c h i t e c E u r a l  i n L e g r i t . y  a n d  i s  k e p L  i n  c o n s L a n L  u s e  b y  a r e a  r e s i d e n L s .



8, Signif icance

Period Ateat ot Signiticance-Check and iuslity below
prehisloric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape archilecture religion

.-.- 1400-1499 -- , archeology-historic conservation .- law - -., science
-- '1500- 1599 agriculture - --.- economics l iteraiure sculpture

- 1600-1699 -, X architecture -.-.. education military X sociali
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian

---'1800-1899 ,,- commerce . - exploralion/settlement .- . philosophy .--.- theater
-4.- f gOO- ., communications industry -- polit icsi government - lransportation

. -. invention -- othet (specity)

!r :_: Iti_"-d l! "-:- - L e-zl Bui lder iArchi tect  MeMichael  Brog. i -F,  t r I . - -Et- t  zpaLrtqk

Sta tement  o f  S ign i l i cance l in  one paragraph)

The Johns ton  Memor ia l  Ha1 l  in  Wal lace  is  s ign i f i can t  in  the  areas  o f
s o c i a l / h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  T h e  h a l l ,  b u i l t  i n  1 9 2 I ,  h a s  b e c o m e
s i g n i f  i c a n t  s o c i a l l y  f o r  i t s  s y m b o l i z a t i o n  o f  f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  u r r i L y  d u r i n g  t h e
l a s L  6 5  y e a r s .  I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n L  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  f o r  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h
n a t i o n a l l y  p r o m i n e n t  a r c h i t e c t  F .  W .  F i t z p a r r i c k  o f  C h i c a g o  a n d  a l s o  f o r  i t s
u n i q u e  v e r n a c u l a r  d e s i g n  c o m b i n i n g  t h e  P r a i r i e  a n d  C r a f t s m a n  s r y l e s .

On October  25 ,  L92I ,  the  Johns ton  Memor ia l  Ha l l  was  ded ica ted  in
W a 1 1 a c e ,  N e b r a s k a .  T h i s  h a 1 1  w a s  b u i l t  i n  m e m o r y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  r e s i d e n t
John R.  Johns ton  (1867-1920) ,  a  na t iona l l y  knovm f igure  in  the  g lass
i n d u s t r y ,  w h o  f o r  2 4  y e a r s  c a m e  t o  t h i s  L i n c o l n  C o u n l y  c o m n n r n i L y  L o
h u n t  a n d  f i s h .  J o h n s t o n r s  d o c l o r s  e n c o u r a g e d  h i m  t o  s p e n d  E i m e  i n  t h i s
h e a l t h f u l  r u r a l  c l i m a t e  a s  h e  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  t u b e r c u l o s i s .

Johns ton  was an  Oh io  naL ive  who had res ided in  Inc l iana  and Kansas
bef  o re  se t  t l  ing  permar len  t1y  in  Pennsy lvan ia  .

Johns ton  founded the  JohnsLon Brokerage Company in  P i t tsburgh in  Lhe
e a r l y  2 0 f h  c e n t u r y .  I n  I 9 2 I ,  J o h n s t o n  s e t  o u L  t o  r e v o l u L i o n i z e  t h e
w i n d o w  g l a s s  i n d u s t r y .  H i s  b r o k e r a g e  f  i r m  p r o v i d e d  a  t ' b a l a n c e  w h e e l t t
wh ich  kepr  the  g l .a .ss  r ;a i - ru fac tur ing  bus iness  in  even mot ion .

When Johns lon  orgen i .zeC h . is  company,  w indow g lass  manufacLurers
w e r e  w o r k i n g  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d  d i d  n o t  p a y  s t . r i c L  a L L e n t i o n  t o  c o n s u m e r
n e e d s .  J o h n s t o n f s  B r o k e r a g e  C o m p a n y  b r o u g h r  o r d e r  t o  r h e  i n d u s t r y .  H e
u n i f i e d  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a n d  m a d e  a L t e m p t s  t o  a d j u s t  s u p p l y  t o  d e m a n d .
The brokerage f i rm a lso  he lped marke t  Lhe produc ts  a t  a  reasonab le
p r o f i r  w h i l e  k e e p i n g  w o r k e r s t  w a g e s  u p .

J o h n s E o n  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  N a L i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
W i n d o w  G l a s s  l ' l a n u f a c t u e r s t  7 t h  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  a L  L h e  H o t e l  A s t o r  i n
N e w  Y o r k  C i t y ,  J u l y  I 9 I 7 .

J o h n s t o n  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  r h e  N a L i o n a l  G l a s s  B t r d g e t ,  a  w e e k l y
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  A m e r i . c a n  G l a s s  I n d u s r t y  i n  r * u . I u l y  ? - 3 ,  I g T i  i s s u s  a s  b e i ; ' r p :
a  very  power fu l  na t iona l  f  igure  in  the  bus  j_ness .

J .  R .  J o h n s t o n  d i e d  o f  L u b e r c u l o s i s  i n  l - 9 2 0  a t  r h e  a g e  o f  5 3 .  H i s
f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  a  m e m o r i a l  t o  h i m  i n  W a l l a c e  w o u l d  b e  m o r e
f i t t i n g  E h a n  o n e  c o n s t r u c t e d  o n  t h e  e a s t  c o A s t  s o  a  c o n u n i t t e e  w a s  f o r m e d
t o  o r g a n i z e  a n d  e x p e d i t e  t h e  p r o j e c L .
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The des ign  fo r  rhe  JohnsLon lv lemor j -a l  Ha l l  was  executed  by  F .  W.  F i tzpa t r i ck
a  r e n o w n e d  a r c h i L e c L ,  w h o s e  c a r e e r  i n c l u d e d  h i s  s e r v i n g  a s  a  g o v e r n m e n L
a r c h i L e c L  i n  W a s h i n g L o n ,  D . C .  d u r i n g  t h e  R o o s e v e l L  a n d  M c K i n l e y  a d m i n j - s L r a L i o n s ,
m a n a g i n g  p r i v a L e  p r a c t i c e s  i n  D u l u t h ,  M i n n e s o L a  a n d  C h i c a g o  a n d  b e i n g  i n  c h a r g e
o f  t h e  A r c h i L e c L u r a l  D e p a r L m e n l  o f  t h e  B a n k e r s  t  R e a l t y  I n v e s L m e n L  C o m p a n y  i n
O m a h a ,  N e b r a s k a .  F i L z p a t r i c k  d e s i g n e d  m a n y  w e l l - k n o w n  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
p o s l  o f f i c e ,  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  a n d  N e w b e r r y  L i b r a r y  a l l  i n  C h i c a g o .  I n  N e b r a s k a ,
F i t z p a t r i c k  i s  m o s L  f a m o u s  f o r  h i s  d e s i g n s  f o r  r h e  B l a c k s L o n e  H o t e l  i n  O m a h a
a n d  r h e  H o t e l  Y a n c e y  i n  G r a n d  I s l a n d  b o r h  l i s L e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s l e r  o f
H i s L o r i c  P l a c e s .

F j - t z p a r r i c k  w r o L e  m a n y  a r L i c l e s  f o r  a r c h i t e c L u r a l  j o u r n a l s  o n  s L e e l
c o n s L r u c L i o n  a n d  L h e  f I - r e p r o o f i n g  o f  b u i l d i n g s .  H e  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g
m e r h o d s  f o r  f i r e p r o o f i n g  s L e e l .  F i L z p a t r i c k  d i e d  i n  1 9 3 1  a L  t h e  a g e  o f  6 7
a f L e r  b e i n g  s L r u c k  b y  a  c a r  i n  E v a n s L o n ,  I 1 1 i n o i s .

J o h n s L o n  M e m o r i a l  H a l l  i s  s i g n i f i c a n L  s o c i a l l y  f o r  i t s  s y m b o l i - z a L i - o n  o f
f e l l o w s h i p  a n d  u n i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s L  6 5  y e a r s .  T h o u g h  L h e  p r o p e r l y  w a s  b u i l t
L o  c o n m e m o r a L e  J .  R .  J o h n s L o n ,  i L  h a s  a c h i e v e d  s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o n  i L s  o w n .
T h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  f e l l o w s h i p  b e g a n  b y  J o h n s t o n  a n d  h i s  h u n t i n g  c l u b  f r i e n d s  a L
r h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n L u r y  h a s  b e e n  p e r p e l u a L e d  t h r o u g h  r h e  y e a r s  a n d  L h e  h a l l  h a s
L r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e c o m e  r h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  g a L h e r i n g  p l a c e  f o r  r e s i d e n L s  i n  W a l l a c e ,
s o u L h w e s L e r n  L i n c o l n  C o u n t y  a n d  o L h e r  n e a r b y  c o u n L i e s .  T h e  m a n y  s o c i a l  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  e v e n L s  h e l d  a n n u a l l y  i n  L h e  b u i l d i n g  h a v e  g i v e n  r h e  h a 1 l  g r e a L
s y m b o l i c  v a l u e  f o r  r e s i d e n l s  a n d  v i s i L o r s  i n  r h i s  s o m e w h a E  r e m o L e  s o u L h e r n
" s a n d h i l 1 s "  r e g i o n .

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  L h e  M e m o r i a l  H a l l  i s  s i g n i f i c a n c  f o r  e x h i b i r i n g  a n
u n u s u a l  t h o u g h  p l e a s i n g  v e r n a c u l a r  c o m b i n a L i o n  o f  L h e  P r a i r i e  a n d  C r a f L s m a n
s l y l e s  o f  a r c h i L e c t u r e .  I L s  u n i q u e ,  b o l d  d e s i g n  f e a L u r e s  m a k e  t h e  h a l l  a n
a r c h i L e c L u r a l  l a n d m a r k  i n  t h i s  s m a l 1  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  L o w n  i s  c o m p r i s e d
p r i m a r i l y  o f  m o d e s L  f r a m e  h o u s e s  o f  n o  p a r L i c u l a r  a r c h i L e c L u r a l  i n L e r e s t  a n d
a  f e w  a l t e r e d ,  o n e - s l o r y  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  b r i c k  a n d  f r a m e .  O n e  s m a 1 1
s i m p l e  f r a m e  c h u r c h  ( c a .  1 9 0 0 )  w i r h  G o t h i c  w i n d o w s  r e m a i n s  t h o u g h  a l t e r e d
s 1 i g h t 1 y .  T h e  h a l l  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  L h a L  i t  w a s  d e s i g n e d  b y  n a t i o n a l l y
k n o v r n  a r c h i L e c L  F .  W .  F i t z p a t r i c k .



9. Maior Bibliographical References

See cont lnuat lon sheet

1O. Geographical Data
Acreage ol nomlnated propel, less Ehan one acre

Ouadrangle name lilallace, Nehraska

UT M Relerenceg

c
E

G

Y.A.l bound.ry dcscrlptlon and iu3tlfication

This property is described as all of lots 7, 8, 9 and 10 in block 10, original
Town of Wallace, Nebraska, and includes all of the hlstorlcally associated property.

Llrt all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/e code county

Quadrangle scale

t l  ' l

r l  r l  |  |  I  |  ,  '  I
xl  '  |  |  |  r  |  '  ,  Il l ' l r r l l , l , l r , l

N/a county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/ t i1e  Janet  Je f f r ies  Spencer ,  Cu lLura l  H is to r ian

organization Nebraska Sta te  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty date January, 1986

street & number l50O R Streer

clty or town L inco ln

te lephone 4OZl47L-4761

state Nebraska

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

- national -- state X local

A3 ihe designaled State Hlstorlc Preservation Ollicer lor the Nalional Historic Preservalion Aci ol 1966 (Publlc Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the crileria and procedures set lorth

State Historic Preservation Oflicer signature

t l t le  D i rec to r ,  Nebraska Sta te  H is t a l  S o c i e t y dare z- I I - ?L

Natlonal Park

,u/4 / (

For NPS use only
I hcreby certlfy that thls property ls Included In the Natlonal Reglster

date

Keeper of the Natbnal Register

Attest:

G P O  t g a ' 7 t C

date

Chief of Registration
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Harr is ,  Cyr i l  M. ,  I l lusLrated Dict ionary of  Amer ican Archi teccure ,  New York,
Dover  Pub l i ca t ions ,  Inc . ,  1983 .

McAlester ,  V i rg in ia and Lee,  A Fie ld Guide Eo Amer ican Houses,  Al f red A.
Knopf r publ lsher ,  New York, 1984 .

National Gl-ass Budget, Weekly review of rhe American Glass Industry,
November 5, I}ZL.

Smith,  l r lar ren D .  ,  in f  ormant  ,  Wal lace,  Nebraska 1984 .



 
Photo 1 – South (front) and west facades 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1985, NSHS (8404/7:10) 



 
Photo 2 – detail south façade 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1985, NSHS (8404/7:16) 



 
Photo 3 – detail south façade 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1985, NSHS (8404/7:15) 



 
Photo 4 – south and east facades 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1985, NSHS (8404/7:13) 



 
Photo 5 – west façade 
Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1985, NSHS (8404/7:8) 
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