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1- Name of Pronertv
historic name Webster County Courthouse
other names/si te number WTO7-I04

2- Locetion
street & number 225 W. 5th Ave . N/A not for oublication
citv. town Red Cloud N/A vicinitv
state Nebraska code NE countv Webster code 181 zip code 68970

3- Clessification
Ownership of Property
t 1 private
lxl public-local
t ] public-state
t I public-Federal

Category of Property
t 1 bui lding(s)
[x] district
t 1 site
I 1 structure
t 1 object

Number of Resources within Property
Contr ibuting Noncontr ibuting

2 buildings
sites
structures

2 ' ?:iff"
Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register I

Name of related multiple property listing:
Countv Courthouses of Nebraska

4. State/Federal Asencv Certificetion
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby
certify that this [X nomination I I request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In rny opinion, the property X I meets [ ] does not meet the

ip+al Registgl gr4eria. I J $ee continuation sheet.

nature of certifying official Date

State or Federal aeencv and bureau
In rny opinion, the property I I meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. [ ] See cont. sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal aqencv and bureau
5- Netiond Perk Service Certificetion
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[ ] entered in the National Register.

[ ] See continuation sheet

[ ] determined eligible for the National
Register. [ ] See continuation sheet.

[  ]determined not el igible for the
National Register.

I removed from the National Register.

I other, (explain:) -

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Governnent/courthouse Governnent/courthouse(;overnment /  correc t ional faci l i ty Government,/eorrentinnrl  faci l icv

7. I)escriotion
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Renaissance
other:  Second Renaissance Revival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone
walls brick

roof other
other stone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
[X] See continuation sheet, section 7, page l.

8. Statement of Sisnificance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ ] nationally [ ] statewide [x] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [x] A I I B [x] C I I D

C r i t e r i a C o n s i d e r a t i o n s ( E x c e p t i o n s )  t l A  t l B  t l C  t l D  I I E  t l F  t l G

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Period of Significance

Pol i t ics/government 1914-39
Architecture

Significant Dates

N/a
Ie14 .  1887

Cultural Affil iation
N/A

Significant Person
N/A

Architect/Bui lder
Gernand t ,  Wi l l i an  F .

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance
noted above.

[X] See continuation sheet, section 8, page l.
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Built in 1914, tlre webster county courthouse is a good, largely unaltered
exanple of the Property Type, county cltadel. Identifying features
include: rectangular shape, centered entrance, costly naterials,
distinctive ornanentation, 2nd Renaissance Revival. stylistic influence,
provision for fireproof storage, and lnpression of a governnent building
representing nodernity, sinpliclty, strength, and prosperity. In
addition, the courthouse has other County citadel characteristics:
prorninent raised basenent and designed by an architect. The property is
an interesting exanple of one of the ten Nebraska courthouses willian F.
cernandt designed during an unusualLy productive period, between 1910 and
L923. rt shares certaln deslgn characteristics with the Dawson county
courthouse built ln 1913-14. The courthouse is part of the vfilla Cather
Thematic croup National Register Nornination.

The webster county courtlrouse is rectangul.ar and consists of two stories
upon a prominent raised basenent. This basenent is trrusticatedrt brlck
and also Bedford lfunestone, which forns a low base-within-a-base. The
stone portion of the basenent alEo forns a continuous E111 for the ground
floor windows. Linestone Ls used effectively for trin, (such as the
shaped first floor window lintels), and contrasts ltell with the brownish
brlck ( Itgoldenrod brickrt from sunderland Brothers of omaha) of the sall
surface.

The architect has expanded upon a forn he used for his Dawson County
Courthouse, stone-trlnned brick arcades betlteen pilasters. For the
Vlebster county courthouse the arcades have becorne the dominant design
feature, and arcaded pavilions occur on the south, east, and nest
facades. The round-arched brick arcadeE trinned in stone spring front
stone capitals of relatlvely slrnple brick pllasters. The arcade consists
of eight arches on the nain facade, and three on the sl.des where it
proj ects more fron the waIl surface than does the nain arcade. Tall and
-fightfy arched parapets have a dentiled stone course that follows this
arched Ehape. Below is a metal. cornice featurlng mutules with a ron of
dentilE below. The fonos further caII attention to the arcades.

Gernandt has also added new fanciful effects. rlto rolts coneisting of
four brick stretcherE forn trkeystonesrr for ground floor windows. second
story sills feature a rolt of-guttae below, an unorthodox use of this
elernent. And the ston6 keystones of the arcade pierce a stone moulding
and have unusual round tops (which echo the arclr of the arcade).
Ii{utules, dentils, and gutta-, all squarlsh shapes ' are used freely and
alrnost interchangeably to enliven the surface. Tie one-story proj ecting
entry porcb ie llso 

-an 
unusual feature, for it lE rather small and

1
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enclosed, and the two doors are Eeparated rather than a single set of
doubLe doors.

The building displays elements of the 2nd Renaissance Revival style,
including a rusticated ground floor, moulded courses, arcades, and
dentils. The courthouse lackE the distinct horizontal divisions of
t)pica1 exampleE, although the water table and other courEee do provide
sorne horizontaL eLenents, and the window treatment is different on each
level .

The 63x75r buildlng was desJ.gned to have one prirnary entrance on the
south facade, and secondary entrances on the east and west sides that
open directly on the ground floor level . The rear or north facade
continues the naterials and treatrnent of the other facades, but in a
sinplified nanner, and there are no arcades.

At the entry foyer, stepg lead down to the ground floor or up to the
firEt floor corridor. County offices are arranged off the lobby. Vaults
so large they are referred to as rrRecord Roomsrr on the blueprints are
Iocated in three cornerE of the building. A snaller vault intended for
the county attorney is located adj acent tc the southwest corner of the
building. On the second floor the dlstrict courtroon occuples nuch of
the north end of the building.

Interior features are relatively simple and include painted brick
wainscoting with pJ.aster above, metal. banisters and sinple newels for the
stairs, tetrazzo flooring on the flrst and second floors, and large
slngle pane transoms over sone doors. The courtroon haE original
noodlrork, lncludlng a curvlng bar between spectators and the court and
Jury box. The wood Ecreen behind the Judgers bench has pilasters with
trlgurphs and guttae.

Interior changes include: nodern wood paneling and lowered ceilings with
flush fluorescent lighting. courtroon spectator seatlng is nolt rows of
chairs rather than pews or opera seats. There are few exterior
alterations: one naln entry door no longer opens and the other lE a
nodern replacenent, and there are replacement windows with opaque pane16.

The courthouse is centered on a full courthbuse sqJuare about thto blocks
from Red cloudtE cornrnercial district and it ls surrounded by dwel1J'ngs.
The area at the north or back of the courthouse is now a parklng lot, and
a rather large storage bullding is also north of the buifding on the
square. Built c. 1950, the storage facility ls one-story, ftas a hipped
roof and garage doors, and ls constructed of concrete block (a noncon-
tributlng buildlng for thls nonination).

2
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A nunber of deciduous trees adorn the anple south lawn. A long concrete
nalk leads directly to the south entry steps lthere it curveE nicely
around to walks leadlng to the east and west entrances. on the northeast
corner of the courthouse square is the jall/jailerrs guarters built in
1887. The jai lerts house J.s two-story, has a nult iple hipped roof, and
exhiblts Italianate or Victorian stylistlc influences (sinple brackets
on painted metal cornice, Eoft stone sills, additlonal gables with a wood
sunburst pattern on thern, and seml-clrcular arched 2/2 uindows). A snall
shed-roofed porch is tucked betrreen two winqs. Attached to the rear of
the quarters is the jail section, whlch is still in use. It is
rectangular, has long narrow wlndows, a hipped roof, and Ls one and one-
half Etories high. Built of brick, the entire facility has been stuccoed
and a soft stone rubble foundatlon has been painted. A fenced exerclse
yard is located off the jail . Despite the changes, the bullding is a
contributing elenent for this noninatJ.on, for it offerE a glinpse of late
nineteenth century law enforcernent facilities, a rarity ln the Etate.

3
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The Webster County courthouse is architecturally signlflcant (Criterion
C) and also hlstorical ly signlf lcant (cr i ter lon A) for l ts associat lon
nith politics and local government. The property derives lts historic
significance as the focal point for the adrninlstration of Local
government and institutions in webster county. rt Is a good exanple of
public architecture in the connunity and contains good exanples of deElgn
features and facilities distinctive to its design and uEe as a court-
house.

As a fine exanple of the County Citadel, the courthouse contains deslgn
featureE and faciLities distLnctive to itE design and use (such as
fireproof vaults), has a rectangular shape, centered entrance, costly
naterials, distinctive ornanentation, and 2nd Renaissance Revival
stylistic influence. Elenents of the design cornbLne effectively to
convey the lnpression of a governnent bulldlng representlng roodernity,
sinplicity, Etrength, and prosperity, aIEo featureE of the county
citadel .

The property ls an lnterestlng exanple of one of the ten NebraEka court-
houses WiIIian F. Gernandt designed during an unusually productive
period, betneen L910 and 1923. It shareg certain design characteristics
with the Dawson County Courthouse bulIt in L913-14, and representE the
evolutlon of Gernandtts courthouse deslgns.

The Period of Signif icance is 1914, hrhen construction began, to 1939,
s/hen the trfifty year rulert takes effect. The webster county courthouse
ls belng norninated as an exanpLe of the Property Type, county courthouseE
of Nebraska (county citadel) of the context, county Government in
Nebraska, 1854-1941, fron the Multiple Propefty Subnission, county court-
houses of Nebraska.

Webster County is located in the southern tier of the state in the
fertiLe Republlcan RLver valtey, sone 150 nlles west of tlre Missourl
River. Area settLenent dated fron 1870, and efforts at county organlza-
tion occurred soon thereafter. Acting on a petition fron area residents,
the governor proclalrned webEter county to be estabLished in 1871. on
April 19, 1871, an election was held to select officers and the county
seat.

only one county seat sLte was voted on, and the 45 votes it received was
a unanhnous decision. The eaat half of the northeast quarter of section
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2, Township 1, Range 11 (part of the hotdings of sllaE Garberl and
present Red Cloud) was thus selected to be county seat. Garberrs rude
dugout house initially doubled as the courthouse.

In 1878 the county bullt its first courthouse on the present courthouse
sqluare, a wood frarne buiLding with the jail located in the basernent. The
Burlington Railroad paid for its construction, In exchange for havlng all
taxeE forgiven that the conpany or{red from before 1877.

The basenent leve1 Jail ln the courthouse proved lnadequate, and ln
Novernber 1886 county residente voted a tax levy for a separate Jai1. On
January 13, 1887, a new jail counittee was appointed, according to county
records, and the Jail was constructed that year.

By L913 Webster County resldents lrere prepared to replace the aging L87g
courthouse with a nore substantial edlfice. On Augugt L3th they
subnitted a petition calling for a three-year tax levlr of four nlLls to
help fund a new courthouse. The county board agreed with the proposal
and took steps to acquire courthouse plans and specifications.

on october l, 1913, the board exanined various plans architects had
subnltted but were unable to nake a decision. After several ballots the
followlng day, William F. cernandt recelved a naJorlty of the votes and
rrrras and is declared the architect of said Board, rr according to
conmissionersr records.

On February 25, L9L4, they selected the Rowles conpany of Onawa, Iowa to
be general contractorE, with a 1ow bid of $46,785. ci ty Plunbing and
Heating of Boulder, Colorado, receLved the plumblng and heating contract.
In the early spring of 19L4 the board had the o1d courthouse noved 120r
lrest of the center of the courthouse block.

fhe county board had relled on leglslation related to county governnrent
when it declared that taxes would be levied for the courthouse. But in
February 1914 the Nebraska supre[e court ruled that this technique was
unconstitutlonal ln a case involving Burt county. webEter county
officlals notified tlre contractors of the probLen and directed then not
to spend money on the proj ect untl1 further notlce. The board then
called a special electlon to vote on the tax levy, and the Deasure passed
on Apr i l  14 ,  1914 .

With legal problens resolved, the courthouse was built over the spring

tcarber was elected Governor of Nebraska in L87 4 ,
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and Eunmer of 1914. Progress $ras such that the cornerstone waE laid on
;fuly 30. By the end of Septenber the board was ready to buy furnlture
(Anerlcan Furniture Conpany). In Novenber they advertised for bids on
the janitorship. The followlng nonth the board took steps to insure
their bullding, further evldence of Its conpletion, and the architect
received his final paynent. On Decenber 15, it was moved and seconded
that rrsald buitding be approved and acceptedr rr and the notion carried.
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9. Maior Biblioeraohical References

[X] See continuation sheet, section 9, page l.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
[ ] preliminary determination of individual listing Primary location of additional data:

I  previously determined el igible by the National Register t  1 Federal agency

(36 CFR 67) has been requested
k ] previously l isted in the National Register

I designated a National Historic Landmark
I recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey +

I recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record +

[xJ State historic preservation office
t ] Other state agency

Local government
University
Other

Specify repository:

10. Geosranhical Data
Acreage of property 2 acres

UTM References
A  I14 t  t 514 t01812 r0 r  t 414131718 t0 l0 r  B  |  |  r  |  |  |  |  |  |  |  I

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
ctr r l l l r r r r  Dl r r t r l r l r l  t r r r r r r l

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

[ ]  See continuation sheet, section 10, page l .

Verbal Boundary Description

[X] See continuation sheet, section 10, page l.

Boundary Justification

[X] See continuation sheet, section 10, page l .

11. Form Preoared Bv
name/title
organization

Barbara Beving Long, consultant
Four Mi le Research Co. date August 17 ,  1989

street & number 3140 Easton Boulevard telephone (5f5) 266-4964
crtv or town Des Moines state Iowa zip code 5 0 3 17
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Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property, Webster County Courthouse, occupies lots 1-24 of
Block 12 of the Original Town of Red Cloud and is roughly 3OOX3O0 t in
s ize .

Boundary Justification

The boundary lncludes the entire city block that haE hlstorlcally been
associated with the property.

Section number I Page 1
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Photo 2 of 3 — view looking southwest showing north and east facades of courthouse 
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research, 1989 (NSHS 8904/9:32) 

Photo 1 of 3 — view looking north showing south façade of courthouse, jail to right 
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research, 1989 (NSHS 8904/9:20) 



Photo 3 of 3 — Jail, looking northwest showing east & south facades 
Photo by BJB Long, Four Mile Research, 1989 (NSHS 8904/9:30) 
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