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1. Name of Property
historic name Craru ford  l in i ted  Sta tes  Pos t  Of f  l ce
other nameslsite number Dw04-007

2. Locatlon
street & number not for publication

citv. town vic in i

state Nebraska code NE countv Dar,res code 045 zip code 69339

3. Classlflcatlon
Ownership of Property

l-l private

I public-local

f] public-State

ffi public-Federal

Category of Property

f, builoing(s1
[-l oistrict
fl site
f-l structure
I object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
1

1
4

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Name ot.6lated multiple property listing: Number of contribuling resources previously
Nebraska Post offlces Whigtr Contain tistsd in the Nationat Rsgister 0

ffi
4. State/Federal Agencv Certltlcatlon

In my opinion, the prope.ty Imeets f]0o.. not meet the National Register criteria. f lS"r continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other off icial Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

As th8 dssignated aulhority undsr the National Historic Proservation Act of 1966, as amendbd, I hersby carlity that this
LX nomination L-J request for detsrmination ol aligibility msels tho documenlalion slandards lor registering propsrligs in lhe
National Ragistsr of Hisloric Placss and mests th6 procedural and pfotessional requiremsnts sst forth in 36 CFR Parl 60.
In my opinion, the property Lxl moets Ll does not mest th€ National Register criloria. Ll Sos conlinualion sheot.

Signature of certitying official

N e b r a s k a  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t
State or Federal ag€ncy and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
l ,  hereby, certity that this property is:

[-l 
"nt"r"d 

in the National Register.
[-l S"" continuation sheet.

[_l d"temined eligible for the National
Register. f] S"" continuation sheet.

[-l deterrined not eligible for the
National Register.

[-l remoued from the National Ftegister.
[-l other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Functlon or Uge
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Government /Post  0f  f  ice
Current Functions (enter categories lrom instructions)

Government /Post  Of fLce -

7. Degc
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from inslructions)

Moderne

Materials (enter categories from

foundation Concre te

walls Brick

roof Other :  tar  & gravel

other Lime st one

Oescribs progent and hislofic physical apPoaranco.

The  C raw fo rd  Un i t ed  S ta tes  Pos t  O f f i ce  i s  l oca ted  a t  t he  co rne r  o f
Ma in  and  Second  S t ree t s  a t  t he  no r t hwes t  edge  o f  t he  cen t ra l  bus iness
d l s t r i c t  o f  c raw fo rd ,  a  sna r l  no r t hwes te rn  Neb raska  t own  (1990  popu la t i on !
1 ,115 ) .  The  one -s to r y  Mode rn i s t i c  s t y l e  bu i l d i ng ,  cons t ruc ted  i n  1938 -
1939 ,  i s  a  t yp i ca l  exanp le  o f  a  C lass  C  o r  D  pos t  o f f i ce  bu i l t  f r on
s tanda rd i zed  p l ans  deve loped  i n  t he  1934 ' s .  The  nom ina t i on  a l so  i nc l udes
th ree  con t r i bu t i ng  ob jec t s r  two  o rnanen ta l  l amp  pos t s  l oca ted  on  e i t he r
s i de  o f  t he  f r on t  en t r y ,  and  a  f l ag  po le ,

Symmet r i ca l  l n  des lgn ,  t he  rec tangu la r  r ed  b r i c k  bu i l d i ng  measu res
app rox ima te l y  60  by  50  f ee t  and  f ea tu res  a  conc re te  base  and  l imes tone
pa rape t ,  The  f l a t  r oo f  has  a  conpos i t i on  t a r  and  g rave l  su r f ace .  The
words :  "Un i t ed  S ta tes  Pos t  O f f i ce ,  C raw fo rd  Neb raska "  a re  ca rved  i n to  t he
l i nes tone  above  t he  ma in  en t rance .  ?he  ra i sed  cen t ra l  en t rance  f ea tu res  a
wh i t e  pa in ted  o rnamen ta l  a l un inum g r i I I  v r i t h  a  cen te red ,  s t y l i zed  eag1e .
The  ma in  en t rance  i s  f l anked  by  two  pa i r s  o f  r ecessed  mu l t i - paned  t r i p l e
hung  sash  $ r i ndows  v r i t h  I imes tone  s i l l s ;  t he  uppe r  po r t i ons  o f  t he  w indows
have  been  f i l t ed  i n  e t i t h  wood  pane l s .  S i r n i l a r  f enes t ra t i on  i s  f ound  on  t he
rena in i ng  f acades ,  The  bu i l d i ng  exh ib i t s  good  i n t . eg r i t y ;  mod i f i ca t i ons
inc l ude  remova l  o f  t he  wo rk room sky l i gh t  and  rep lacemen t  o f  t he  f r on t  en t r y
doo rs ,  Cons t ruc t i on  began  i n  Nove rnbe r ,  1938 ,  and  t he  co rnp le ted  bu i l d i ng
$ ras  ded i ca ted  du r i ng  t he  commun i t y ' s  1939  t abo r  Day  ce leb ra t i on  (No r th -
v i es te rn  Neb raska  News ,  Nov .  18 ,  1938 ;  Sep t ,  7 ,  1939 ) .

A  rnu ra l  en t i t l ed  "The  C ross ing , "  by  G .  c l enn  Nee re l l  i s  l oca ted  on  t he
lobby  v ra l l  above  t he  pos tnas te r ' s  doo r  wh i ch  i s  f l anked  by  wood  f  r a rned ,
g l ass  enc losed  bu l l e t i n  boa rds .  The  o i l - on -canvas  mura l  wh i ch  measu res
app rox ima te l y  6  f ee t  9  i nches  by  12  f ee t  occup ies  t he  t yp i ca l  space  f o r
mura l s  commiss ioned  by  t he  T reasu ry  Depa r tnen t ' s  Sec t i on  o f  F i ne  A r t s
p rog ran  i n  a  sma l l  C lass  C  o r  D  pos t  o f f i ce ,  The  mura l  en f rames  t he
pos tmas te r ' s  doo r  wh i ch  p ro j ec t s  app rox ima te l y  9  i nches  above  t he  bu l l e t i n
boa rds .  The  shape  o f  t he  nu ra l  caused  by  p ro j ec t i ng  doo rways  and  bu l l e t i n
boa rds  i s  t yp i ca l  o f  t he  phys i ca l  bu i l d i ng  f ea tu res  Sec t i on  a r t i s t s  had  t o
take  i n to  cons ide ra t i on .  The  C raw fo rd  conn i ss i on  was  awarded  t o  G .  G lenn
Newe l l i  a  Du tchess  eoun ty ,  New  Yo rk ,  a r t i s t  and  da i r y  f a rne r  i n  Augus t ,
1939 ,  The  comp le ted  nu ra l  was  i ns ta l Led  by  C raw fo rd  pos ta l  e rnp loyees  i n
May ,  794O (No r thwes te rn  Neb raska  Ne r^ r s ,  May  9 ,  16 ,  L94O i  RG 121 ,  En t r y  133 ,
Box  61 ) .

E Seg continualion theei
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Pa in ted  i n  shades  o f  b l ue ,  go ld ,  and  g rey ,  t he  mura l  dep i c t s  a
pano ram j . c  v i ew  o f  a  wagon  t r a i n  wh i ch  has  begun  t o  f o rd  a  s t r eam.  f n  t he
fo reg round ,  sun l i gh t  sh ines  on  t he  l ead  wagon  and  t he  s t r ean i  t he  back -
g round  sky  i s  da rk  w i t h  s to rm  c l ouds .  Seve ra l  $ ragons  a re  s i l houe t t ed  on
the  ho r i zon  and  t he  l e f t  backg round  f ea tu res  C row  Bu t t e ,  a  p rom inen t
no r t hwes te rn  Neb raska  l andmark .  The  s t r eam occup ies  t he  en t i r e  f o reg round
and  t he  wa te r  sh in rne rs  w i t h  1 i gh t ,  shadows ,  and  d i s t o r t ed  re f l ec t i ons .
The  I ead  v ragon  wh i ch  occup ie6  t he  cen te r  o f  t he  scene ,  en te r s  t he  s t r eam i n
the  sun l i gh t ,  i t s  t o rn  canvas  revea l s  r i bbed ,  wooden  f  r a rnework .  A  wonan ' s
face  i s  v i s i b l e  i ns i de  t he  c i r cu la r  open ing  w i t h  t v ro  sma l l  ch i l d ren  bes ide
he r ,  A  man  and  dog  en te r  t he  s t r eam bes ide  t he  wagon t  on  t he  o the r  s i de ,  a
nan  on  ho rseback  and  ca t t l e  p repa re  t o  €n te r  t he  s t r ea rn .  The  rena in i ng
v ragons ,  ca t t l e ,  oxen  and  ho rses  cu rve  i n to  t he  d i s t ance  a t  t he  r i gh t  edge
o f  t he  scene  benea th  a  da rk  b l ue  sky ,  On  t he  ho r i zon ,  seve raL  v ragons  a re
s i l houe t t ed  nea r  s t o rn  c l ouds .

The  l obby  i n te r i o r  i s  i n  exce l l en t  cond i t i on  and  re ta i ns  i t s  o r i g i na l
marb le  t i l e  f l oo r ,  ma rb le  ! ' r a i nsco t t i ng ,  and  woodwork .  Sone t i r ne  a f t e r  t he
mura l  was  i ns ta l l ed ,  t he  o r i g i na l  l i gh t  f i x t u res  we re  rep laced .  Cu r ren t l y
t he  l obby  has  enc losed  f l o rescen t  l i gh t s  f l ush  t o  t he  ce i l i ng .  A  va rn i shed
wooden  ves t i bu le  p ro j ec t s  i n t o  t he  l obby ;  i t  i s  an  o r i g i na l  des ign  f ea tu re ,
t yp i ca l  o f  s rna l l  C lass  C  o r  D  pos t  o f f i ces  bu i l t  f r on  s tanda rd i zed  p l ans
deve loped  i n  t he  1930 ' s ,  I n  1981  t he  mura l  was  c l eaned  and  res to red  by  an
a r t  conse rva to r  unde r  con t rac t  w i t h  t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes  Pos ta l  Se rv i ce :  i t  i s
i n  exce l l en t  cond i t i on .



8. Statement of Slqnif lcance
Certitying otficial has considered the significance of this property in relalion to other properties:

[-l nationally [Xl statewide f] locally

Appl icableNat ional  RegisterCr i ter ia  En ne EC f ]O

CriteriaConsiderations(Exceptions) f ]a f ]e f ]C f]o f ]e f ]r  f ]C

Areas of Significance (enter calegories from instructions)
Art

Significant Person
N / A

Period of Significance
1940

Significant Datos
1 9 4 0

Pol i t ics /Government

Cultural Atfiliation
N/A

ArchitecUBuilder
Newel l .  G.  G lenn:  Ar t i s t

Simon. Louis :  Supervisingr{rchlLee!-
Busboom & Rauh:  Cont rac tor

Stsle significanco of proporty, and iustify critsria, sitsria considorations, and arsas and p€riods ot signiticancs noled above.

The  C raw fo rd  Un i t ed  S ta tes  Pos t  O f f i ce  i s  be ing  nom ina ted  t o  t . he
Na t i ona l  Reg i s te r  as  pa r t  o f  t he  Neb raska  Pos t  O f f i ces  Wh ich  Con ta in
Sec t i on  A r te ro r k  ( 1938 -1942 )  mu l t i p l e  p rope r t y  nom ina t i on  a t  t he  s ta te  l eve l
o f  s i gn i f i cance  unde r  C r i t e r i on  A  f o r  i t s  assoc ia t i on  n i t h  t he  Un i t ed
S ta tes  T reasu ry  Depa r tmen t ' s  Sec t i on  o f  F i ne  A r t s  p rog ram (1934 -1943 )  and
unde r  C r i t e r l on  C  f o r  t he  a r t i s t i c  s i gn i f i cance  o f  t he  mura l  i t  con ta i ns ,
The  mura l ,  en t i t l ed  "The  C ross ing , "  r . r as  pa in ted  by  New Yo rk  S ta te  a r t i s t  G .
G Ienn  N€v re l l  and  i ns ta l l ed  i n  May ,  194@.

The  o i l - on -canvas  nu ra l  wh i ch  measu res  6  f ee t  9  i nches  by  12  f ee t ,  i s
l oeaEed  on  t he  l obby  wa l I  d i r ec t l y  above  t he  pos tmas te r ' s  doo r  i n  t he
t yp i ca l  l oca t i on  f o r  mu ra l s  i ns ta l l ed  i n  C lass  C  o r  D  pos t  o f f i ces  such  as
Craw fo rd .  The  rnu ra l  i s  an  exce l l en t  exanpJ .e  o f  a r two rk  comn iss i oned  f o r
pos t  o f f i ces  t h rough  t he  T reasu ry  Depa r tmen t ' s  Sec t i on  o f  F i ne  A r t s  f  r o rn
1934 -1943 .  Pa in ted  i n  b1ue ,  go ld  and  wh i t e  t ones ,  t he  nu ra l  dep i c t s  a
wagon  t r a i n  f o rd i ng  a  s t r eam w i t h  C row  Bu t t e ,  a  p ron inen t  a rea  l - andna rk  i n
t he  backg round .  The  nu ra l ' s  h i s t o r i ca l  t heme  assoc ia ted  w i t h  19 th - cen tu r y
wes t l t a rd  n i g ra t i on ,  execu ted  i n  a  r ea l i s t i c  s t y l e ,  nake  i t  an  exce l l en t
exanp le  o f  gove rnmen t  sponso red  Reg iona l i sn .

I n  Augus t ,  1939 ,  Du tchess  Coun ty ,  New  Yo rk ,  a r t i s t  and  da i r y  f a rne r  G .
G lenn  Newe1 l  r ece i . ved  a  no t i ce  f r om the  Sec t i on  wh i ch  i nv i t ed  h im  to  subm i t
des igns  f o r  t he  C raw fo rd ,  Neb raska ,  pos t  o f f i ce  nu ra l ,  Newe I I  was  se lec ted
fo r  t he  conn i ss i on  on  t he  bas i s  o f  des igns  subn i t t ed  f o r  a  Poughkeeps ie ,
New Yo rk ,  nu ra l  conpe t i t i on .  The  l e t t e r  c j - t ed  t he  co rnn i ss i on  amoun t .  S8OO,
and  paymen t  schedu le r  one - th i r d  a f t e r  p re l im ina ry  ske t ches  we re  app roved ;
one - th i r d  when  a  f u11 -s i ze  ca r t oon  was  app roved ;  and  t he  rena inde r  when  t he
nu ra l  was  i ns ta l l ed  and  pho tog raphed .  Newe1 l  imned ia te l y  accep ted  t he
co rn rn i ss i on  ' r nd  i n f  o r rned  Ass i s tan t  Sec t i on  Ch ie f  Rowan  t ha t  he  had  seve ra l
i deas  f o r  t i i e  nu ra l .  He  ques t i oned  t he  "economy"  o f  v i s i t i ng  C raw fo rd  t o
deve lop  ske t ches  and  Rowan  rep l i ed  t ha t  g i ven  t he  amoun t  o f  t he  comrn i ss i on ,
such  a  t r i p  was  no t  necessa ry .

E] See continuation sheet
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p roposed  lwo  des igns r  a  v res te rn  sky ,  and  a  wagon  t r a i n  c ross lng  a  s t r ean ,
The  Sec t i on  i n fo rmed  h im  to  p roceed  w i t h  t he  scene  o f  " p i onee rs  c ross ing
the  r i ve r r "  bu t  adv i sed  h im  to  r ewo rk  sca le ,  p ropo r t i on ,  and  ove ra l l
co rnpos i t i . on ,  f n  Janua ry ,  L940 ,  Newe I l  subm i t t ed  . t he  requ i red  pho tog raph  o f
t he  f u l 1 - s l ze  ca r t oon  and  no ted  t ha t  he  h rou ld  a l t e r  t he  des ign  t o  i nco r -
po ra te  C row  Bu t t e ,  based  on  pho tog raphs  he  had  recen t l y  r ece i ved  f r on  t he
Craw fo rd  pos tnas te r .  Newe l l  s t a ted  t ha t  i nc l ud ing  t he  bu t t e ,  "A  beau t i f u l
cas te l a ted  I s i c ]  f o rna t i on , "  wou ld  nake  t he  scene  more  "1oca1 . "  He
ind i ca ted  t ha t  he  $ tou ld  conduc t  r esea rch  a t  t he  New Yo rk  C i t y  L i b ra r y  t o
check  h i s t o r i ca l  accu racy  o f  such  f ea tu res  as  t he  h ragons .  A l t hough  he  d i d
no t  v i s i t  t he  C raw fo rd  a rea  du r i ng  h i s  con t rac t  r , r i t h  t he  Sec t i on ,  Newe l l
c l a imed ,  " I  have  l i ved  l r i t h  t h i s  f o r  t h ree  mon ths  and  have  rea l t y  t aken  a
t r i p  l { e  s t .  "

A  non th  l a te r  i n  Feb rua ry ,  1940 ,  Newe l l  subn i t t ed  an  8  x  10  pho tog raph
o f  t he  nea r l y  comp le ted  nu ra l  and  was  adv i sed  t o  r ewo rk  seve ra l  an ima l s .
The  a r t i s t  ag reed  w i t h  t he  sugges t i ons  and  responded  t ha t  pe rhaps  he  wou ld
pose  a  ho rse  ou t s i de  h i s  s t ud io  w indow .  Newe l l  s t a ted  t ha t  h i s  des ign
in ten t  was  t o  po r t r ay  " sunsh ine ,  you th ,  ac t i on  i n  t he  f o reg round ,  a  s to rn
i n  t he  backg round .  "  The  a r t i s t  asked  Rowan  i f  he  shou ld  i nc l ude  a  poem i n
the  nu ra l :  "Seek ing  t he  wes t v ra rd  sunsh ine /  Leav ing  s to rns  beh ind /  Tak ing
s i r es  o f  t he  f u tu re  w i t h  t hem/  And  dams  o f  a  be t t e r  k i nd . "  Rowan  po l i t e l y
i n fo rmed  Newe I l  t ha t  t he  ve rse  was  unnecessa ry .

I n  Ap r i 1 ,  194O,  t he  comp le ted  rnu ra l  was  sh ipped  t o  C raw fo rd  w i t h
exp l i c i t  i n s t r uc t i ons  f r om Newe l1  rega rd ing  p repa ra t i on  o f  t he  wa l1 .  The
mura l  was  i ns ta l l ed  by  C raw fo rd  pos ta l  enp loyees  i n  May ,  194@ (RG 121 :
En t r y  133 ,  Box  61 ) .  The  I oca l  nev rspape r  desc r i bed  i t  as  "a  t h i ng  o f
beau ty .  ,  app rop r i a te  t o  t h i s  no r t hv res te rn  coun t r y  and  I i t ]  w i l l  b r i ng
v i v i d  memor i es  t o  nany  o f  ou r  p i onee rs .  "  {No r thwes te rn  Neb raska  News ,  May
9 ,  t 94O)  .

A f t e r  comp le t i on  o f  h i s  commiss ion ,  Newe l I  l r r o te  t o  t he  Sec t i on
seve ra l  t i nes  t o  ask  f o r  add i t i ona l  wo rk  o r  an  adn in i s t r a t i ve  j ob .  The
Craw fo rd  mura l ,  hoh 'eve r ,  was  h i s  on l y  wo rk  w i t h  t he  Sec t i on  o f  F i ne  A r t s ,
Newe l l  v t as  7O  yea rs  o l d  when  he  conp le ted  t he  C raw fo rd  mura l  and  d i ed  7
yea rs  l a t e r .  A  g radua te  o f  Co lumb ia  Un i ve rs i t y ,  he  was  a  member  o f  t he
Na t i ona l  Academy ,  t he  Ane r i can  Soc ie t y  o f  An ima l  Pa in te r s ,  and  P res iden t  o f
t he  A l - l i ed  A r t i s t s  o f  Ane r i ca  f r on  1919 -1926 .  H i s  wo rk  i s  i n  t he  co l l ec -
t  j . ons  o f  t he  Na t i ona l  Ga l l e r y ,  Wash ing ton ,  D .C , ;  t he  De t ro i t  f ns t i t u t e r  and
was  i n  P res iden t  Rooseve l t ' s  p r i va te  a r t  co l l ec t i on  (No r thv res t  Neb raska
Ner . ' s ,  l " f ay  16 ,  194@i  opErz  |  1985 ) .

F o r  a d d i t , i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e f e r  t o  t h e  N e b r a s k a  P o s t  O f f i c e  W h i c h
C o n t a i n  S e c t i o n  A r t w o r k  ( 1 9 3 8 - 1 9 4 2 )  m u l t i p l e  p r o p e r t y  f o r m .
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s c u l p t o r s  &  E n c l r a v e r s .  ( P o u g h k e e p s i e ,  N y :  A p o l l o ,  r 9 g 6 ) .

t | h i f f en ,  ua rcus .  Amer i can  A rch i t ec tu re  s i nce  1?80 !  A  Gu ide  t o  t he  s t v l es
( C a m b r i d g e ,  M A :  M . f  . T .  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) .

Previous documentation on fi le (NPS):

l-l preliminary determination of individual l isting (36 CFR 67)

has'been requested
l-l previously listed in the Nationaf Register

f-l previously determined eligible by the National Register

[-l designated a National Historic Landmark

[-l recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey #
[- l recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

f] See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

ffi State historic preservation otfice

I otner state agency
Ireoeral agency
[-l Locat government
[--l University
fl otner
Specify repository:

10. Geoqraphical Data

Acreage of  property Less than one acre'

UTM References
n l t  r4  I  Io  lg ,o lo ,o ,o l  14 '7  12  r7  l0  15 ,5  |

Zone Easting Northing

Cl  r  I  L - r  I  '  |  ,  '  I

B l r l l l ' l ' , 1
Zone Easting

Dl  r  |  |  |  ,  L  '  ,  I

I See continuation sheet

l ' l , l '
Northing

l , l ' l " l

Vorbal Boundary Description

The  p rope r t y  i s  desc r i bed  as  Lo t s  7 - ! 2 ,  B lock  4 ,  O r i g i na l  Town  o f
C raw fo rd ,  Dawes  Coun ty ,  Neb raska .

f] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justilication

The  bounda ry  i nc l udes  t ha t  pa rce l  o f  l and  wh i ch  has  been  h i s t o r i ca l l y
assoc ia ted  w i t h  t he  p rope  r t y .

f l  See continuation sheet

1 1 .  F o r m  P red B
name/tit le 1sren .  A rch i tec tu ra l  H is to r ian

organization N e b r a s k a  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t v

street & number I  5 0 0  R  S t r e e t

A u s u s t .  1 9 9 1
(402\  47r -47734te lephone l+uz l  +  t  L-L+ t  t  J

ci ty or town T. incoln state Nebraska ziP code 68501
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