
An emblem for CERN serving science and 
innovation

A symbol of sustainable development for all

The departure point for visits of the Laboratory

At the heart of CERN’s science in society project

Globe of Science and Innovation

27 metres high and 40 metres in diameter, it’s 
about the size of the dome of Saint Peter’s in 
Rome! A unique visual landmark by day and by 
night, the Globe of Science and Innovation is a 
symbol of Planet Earth. It is CERN’s new out-
reach tool for its work in the fields of science, 
particle physics, leading-edge technologies and 
their applications in everyday life.



The donation by the Swiss Confederation of the 
former Palais de l’Equilibre, which was initially 
inaugurated as part of the Swiss national 
exhibition Expo.02 in Neuchâtel, has provided 
CERN with the opportunity to concentrate its 
communication activities around a building 
which has become emblematic of the 
Organization.

The crowning feature of Expo.02, designed by 
architects H. Dessimoz and T. Büchi of Geneva, 
the Globe is as much a homage to the Earth as 
proof of the genius of man. A real showcase of 
the talents of Swiss carpenters, it has taken 
timber construction to a new level. A sphere 
40 m in diameter made entirely of wood, 

representing the Earth’s future, the Globe 
combines science with innovation. Its structure 
is reminiscent of the shape of the planet, while 
its construction is based on the most ecological 
of all building materials, wood. Wood is the only 
renewable building material and the only one 
to minimise the greenhouse effect through its 
ability to store rather than emit carbon. 

There could be no better match between shape 
and content. The outer shell, resembling a finely 
spun cocoon, is designed to protect the building 
from the Sun and the elements, just like the 
Earth’s atmospheric layer. The inner ball, 
whose frame - like the outer shell - is made up 
of 18 cylindrical wooden arcs, is covered with 
wooden panels, creating a magnificent dome 
worthy of a cathedral. Two spiral ramps for 
visitors wind their way up between the outer 
and inner shells.

A focal point for welcoming the public 

The Globe is the starting point for discovering 
CERN. As well as acting as a venue for film 
showings, conferences, exhibitions and debates, 
it is the departure point for visits of the site. 
This development in the use of the Globe will 
be enhanced by other structures for welcoming 
the public: a semi-circular building around the 
Globe, a replica of the LHC tunnel (“accelerator 
of knowledge”), a permanent exhibition on the 
Laboratory and a multimedia area, all of which 
will showcase CERN’s great European, human, 
scientific and technological achievements.
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The Globe, a symbol of sustainable development made possible 
by science and innovation
Five special types of timber were used in the Globe’s 
construction: Scotch pine, Douglas pine, spruce, larch and 
Canadian maple, which enables the building to act as a carbon 
sink.
To produce a cubic metre of wood, a tree absorbs a total of one 
tonne of carbon dioxide (CO2). It releases approximately 730 kg 
of oxygen (02) and stores 270 kg of carbon (C).
Thus, the approximately 2500 m3 of timber taken from the Swiss 
forest which supplied the varieties used in the Globe absorbed 
2500 tonnes of CO2 and released 1825 tonnes of oxygen (O2) 
during the trees’ lifetime. 
So the timber of the Globe is now a repository for 675 tonnes 
of carbon!
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The Globe is open to everyone and, together 
with the permanent exhibition to be installed 
in it, will be a venue for discussions and 
exchanges on the interaction between science 
and society. The Globe already hosts temporary 
exhibitions, conferences, events, meetings and 
debates, all of which serve to develop links 
between science, industry and society. There 
are numerous challenges to be met: promoting 
channels of communication between science 
and industry, helping to train today’s teachers 
and tomorrow’s scientists, making 
everyone aware of current scientific 
challenges, encouraging young 
people’s enthusiasm for science 
and combining the pleasure of 
discovery with the sharing 
of knowledge.

Two different floors for two complementary missions
• The ground floor of the Globe will house the permanent 
exhibition on CERN, its missions and its discoveries.
• The first floor of the Globe is a multi-purpose area for 
holding conferences, film showings, workshops, temporary 
exhibitions, press and VIP events and dinners.

>Participating together in acquiring and 
sharing knowledge 

>Promoting the dissemination of 
information among all types of audience

>Promoting debate between science and 
society
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The Globe features CERN’s four fundamental missions:

Answering questions about the Universe•	
Pushing back the frontiers of technology and encouraging its •	
transfer to industry and the general public
Training the scientists of tomorrow •	
Bringing countries closer together through science•	
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Keep in touch with what’s happening at the 
Globe by putting your name, log onto:

http://cern.ch/globe/Subscribe-en.html

If you are interested in supporting the 
Globe, please refer to the following 
website:

http://cern.ch/globe-partners

CERN, the European Organization for Nuclear 
Research, is the world’s largest particle physics 
research centre and has its headquarters in 
Switzerland, just outside Geneva.

How to get to the Globe

     


