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Does extensive use of examples of graphic organizers
made by others in the learning environment really

enhance learning processes?

Hava Greensfeld and Efrat Nevo

Our study was conducted in the context of an academic course in a teacher-training
college. We sought to investigate students' conceptions about the process of building
graphic organizers while developing visual skills within a learning environment
highly enriched with graphic representations. As instructors of the course, we hoped
that understanding those conceptions would aid us in developing teaching strategies to
guide our students, enable them to organize their knowledge in a meaningful manner,
and help them find effective strategies to develop their visual skills. The subject of
the course was "Learning styles", offered in the Center for Fostering Learning and
Thinking Skills in Michlalah College, Jerusalem. The students in the course, women
involved in a variety of social education disciplines, were required to construct a
primary graphic organizer for a text describing a certain model of learning styles.
After making their own graphic organizer, the students were asked to make use of
graphic organizers made by students from previous years. The results of the study,
including analysis of linguist elements, reveal a mosaic of emotions about learning
from examples of graphic organizers made by others. Six types of users of such data
bases are distinguished. Important issues concerning meaningful learning are raised
as well, such as the place of dialogue and creativity in a unique learning environment
like the one studied, with its combination of learning through construction of graphic

organizers together with use of graphic organizers made by others.
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of everyday language. Various ways of dealing with this phenomenon within the
framework of disciplinary instruction in the educational system are considered, with

the aid of examples from a range of academic disciplines.

"As for one who is unable to inquire on his own, show

him the way"

Tsila Aran

Teachers, especially in the science disciplines, often wonder why their students — even
the gifted ones — seldom ask interesting or original questions. The reasons vary: their
years of school experience may have taught them that it's the teachers who ask the
question and are unwilling or unable to share the stage. When given the opportunity
to ask questions themselves, students most often voice their own preconceptions; their
questions tend to simplicity and focus on phenomena that meet the eye.

In a study conducted in 2008, I investigated whether students' questioning skills could
be improved through concentrated instruction in creative thinking; the uniqueness of
my approach was in borrowing generic tools from the field of creative thinking and
adapting them for use in processes of scientific research.

For the purposes of the study, a plan for teaching creative thinking was developed on
the basis of two approaches: direct instruction, and the combinatory approach (Swartz,
de Bono, Perkins). During the semester, the students did chemistry experiments and
learned creative thinking. The study was conducted in five cycles. At the beginning
and end of each semester, the students received the identical task sheet. They were
required to read a text concerning the sciences, explain it, and ask questions about it.
The following criteria were examined: the number of questions asked, the number
of questions about the narrative aspects of the passage, and the number of questions
about the scientific aspects of the passage. The results of the study indicate that
learning creative thinking produced a greater number of questions in general, and
questions related to scientific contents in particular, while it decreased the number of
questions asked about the narrative aspects of the texts. The study clearly indicates
the need for teachers' direct involvement in order to enhance questioning abilities in

science education.
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emphases on the subject.

Among the factors that affect motivation, the discussion focuses on theories and
approaches that relate to learning motivation and self-esteem. It treats a series of sub-
topics, with the goal of increasing parents' and teachers' awareness of the importance
of self-esteem in relationship to learning motivation. These sub-topics include: the
need for achievement (goal theory); self-esteem; self-image and dealing with failure;
causal attribution; self-esteem and meaningfulness; motivation, self-esteem and peer
groups; classroom competence; learning motivation and advice for teachers; learning
motivation and parents.

In the last section, I have attempted to build an inclusive system, uniting many of
the factors that bear an influence on self-esteem and are influenced by it in relation
to learning motivation. This system brings together the work of three central
theoreticians and researchers in the field. It incorporates the ideas of Ames and Assor
(2001), who emphasized factors that provide for the basic psychological needs of the
student, with those of Wentzel (2004), who emphasized the importance of students'
classroom competence. These approaches are integrated into a new, comprehensive
model of learning motivation and self-esteem, which I believe may be of use to future
researchers and contribute to the work of professionals in the fields of psychology and

education.

Words and terms in everyday language and in
disciplinary language

Tami Yehieli

This paper examines some of the differences between professional uses of language
and common parlance. One proof that such a difference exists is the length and
complexity of expression: disciplinary terminology tends to be significantly longer
than everyday utterances, and professionals are required to employ formal speech
elements in expressing themselves and in presenting their research. The paper states
the importance, particularly in higher education, of enhancing students' awareness of
the differences between disciplinary and everyday language, and of aiding them in the
process of socialization to the academic world; it is within the normative linguistic
framework established by their field of study that they must learn to express their
own ideas. The discussion then focuses on a specific and problematic area: instances

in which the connotation of disciplinary terms is significantly different from that
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enhancing their pedagogical effect. Some basic aspects of the theater arts and the tools
it employs are discussed in conjunction with the methods in which texts of various
forms can be integrated in the theatrical event. The dynamics of improvisation in
monologue, dialogue, and wider discourse are explored, with attention to their potential
applications as part of classroom learning, and to the cognitive and psychological
benefits these various forms of improvisation offer. Various roles that the teacher can
play while introducing theatre methods into the classroom are suggested. Additional
benefits are highlighted as well, including the development of imagination, creativity,

dynamic thought processes, relaxation, and improvement of speaking skills.

"After deeds is the heart drawn" as a pedagogical
principle in the Musar Movement

Reuven Raz

The expression "After deeds is the heart drawn" originates in Sefer Hahinuch, and
is used there by the author in two senses. Firstly, it designates the recognition that
actions performed continually exert an internal, psychological effect on the individual;
secondly, it suggests that repeated actions can potentially alter and even reverse the
individual's general attitude, particularly regarding religious life and obligations. The
pedagogical principle embodied in the notion that "one's heart is drawn after one's
deeds" was adopted as a central idea in the Musar movement. This paper discusses the
development and evolution the idea underwent in the thought of three major figures
of the movement: that of its founder, R. Yisrael Lipkin Salater; one of his foremost
disciples, R. Simcha Zissel Ziv (the "Saba") of Kelm; and one of his prime disciples,

R. Yeruchom Halevi Levovitz of Mir.

Learning motivation and self-esteem of students in the

classroom

Lilach Lea Cohen

The primary purpose of this essay is to survey the most important factors indicating
the relationship between learning motivation and self-esteem among students. It
reviews relevant research published during the last two decades on the subject of

learning motivation and presents theories, approaches and models offering various
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both the lyrics and the musical characteristics reflect the period in which they were
written. A song is a unique art form resulting from the fusion of words and music into
a new and more powerful combination that offers both an intellectual and emotional
experience, enabling an intuitive absorption of the messages and meanings of the
song. Music plays a central role in awakening intuitive and emotional sensibility. The
significance of the lyrics is enhanced by the music that expresses them and envelops
them with an atmosphere and a mood. This paper examines the musical means by
which this effect is achieved—mainly in the areas of rhythm, melody and performance
media—and demonstrates how these elements interpret the text, and sometimes even
go beyond the literal meaning of the text. In addition, it considers the “chain of
interpretation” leading from lyricist to composer, to arranger and to performer, each
contributing to the final product that reaches the listener.

The main objective of the article is to enhance educators' awareness of the potential
of Israel’s songs to provide an experience on many different levels, and to offer a
creative and multi-faceted approach for the important task of inculcating values and
understanding the essence of the Jewish people and the State of Israel. Four songs that
share the common theme of hope are analyzed in the article; the changing perspectives
on the subject that come to the fore in them are considered in relation to their historical
contexts (Hen Efshar, Machar, Lu Yihi, and Shir Leshalom).

In the last part of the article a provocative question is explored: to what extent do
songs about hope reflect the realities from which they emerged, and to what extent
do they direct us towards new realities? To what extent do these songs influence
people—consciously or sub-consciously—and to what extent do they perhaps arouse
the enthusiasm for an idea and identification with a cause that may eventually effect

changes in Israeli society and culture?

Reading and interpreting in the theatre method

Marlyn Vinig

Since the beginning of the twentieth century, theatre has become an increasingly
accessible course of study in general culture. Although there are some reflections of
this trend in the Israeli national religious education system as well, the full potential
of theatre methods has not yet been realized. This paper suggests some of the many
possibilities that theater offers as an educational tool that can be utilized in a wide
range of academic disciplines, and considers the ways learning materials can be

adapted and dramatized, making them more accessible and attractive to students and



English abstracts \Y

The challenge of educating for faith in the modern age

Yochai Rudick

One of the most significant challenges confronting the religious educational system
in the modern age concerns the subject of Jewish faith. The complexity of the issue
stems in part from the tension between traditional strategies of teaching religious
beliefs and central modern principles, such as uncertainty and the need to cast doubt
on commonly held concepts. Students not infrequently complain that their questions
about faith are left unresolved. Their desire to explore and understand vital issues, in
this field as in other disciplines, meets responses such as "there are answers, but not
for your age"; resolutions offered often seem to them stifling and inappropriate to
their needs.

One particular area in which the conflict between educating faith and broader life issues
comes to the fore is teaching art and culture. When art tracks were first established in
the national-religious schools, the expectation was that the artistic activity they would
nurture would be founded on halachic guidelines. Today, serious criticism is being

m

voiced by supervising bodies within the system, justifiably apprehensive that "'reality
culture' not only rules over television but has penetrated to our students' creativity
as well." This situation raises basic questions concerning the very legitimacy of
engagement with art and modern culture. On the one hand, R. Avraham Yitzhak
Hacohen Kook is frequently cited for his call for openness in Jewish education to
literature, drawing and plastic arts. On the other, we are reminded of R. Yosef Dov
Soloveitchik's reservations on the subject, on the grounds that the arts are foreign to
halachic Judaism.

This essay suggests a comprehensive plan that can educate toward the integration
and cultural creativity of graduates from the national-religious school system within
modern cultural life. This plan includes quality traditional Torah learning and personal
development, while perceiving the modern world as an essential component of the
high-school student's own halachic world of faith.

The educational value of Israel's songs

Aviva Stanislawski

Hebrew songs have tremendous educational potential. Among other aspects, they

provide an experiential way of teaching about the history of the Jewish State, since
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