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CHALLENGES are like our guide to success, says 
Nareem Bi of Narere.

Ms Bi, 45, has been living with her only son 
Mohammed Shanif for the past three years in a 
house accommodated by Housing Assistance Re-
lief Trust (HART) in Saku Place, Narere.

In an exclusive interview with Ahmadiyyan 
Voice Ms Bi said, “When I came to Narere from 
Navua, I thought we would not be able to progress, 
but my employment in the garment factory and my 
son’s enrolment in AMC was a ray of hope for us. I 
am happy with the progress we have made in three 
years.

“We have and are struggling a lot although what 
I earn is sufficient for me and my son. We have full 
faith in God and we are gradually improving.”

“My son is my only hope and reliance for the 
future. He is studying hard and I strongly believe 
that his hard work will shine one day. He has won 
a few awards in the College from the past few 
years and I expect him to win further and make me 
a proud mother.”

“Government has also been supportive in terms 
of social welfare and housing and we are very 
thankful for that,” Ms Bi said.

“Mohammed Shanif is a hard working student 
and the College is proud to accommodate a student 
from such background,” were the comments of Yo-
gesh Krishna, the Assistant Principal of Ahmadiyya 
Muslim College.

Furthermore, Mr Krishna said, “Mohammed 
Shanif is also helpful and students also find it easy 

to approach him and vice versa. We are proud to 
have a student like him.”

“Our teachers are also very pleased to have 
Shanif in our school. They strongly believe that 
someday he will be able to make it to the top and 
be a successful human being in life.”

Mohammed Shanif believes that he can bring a 
smile on his mother’s face. 

“I work in a supermarket during school holidays 
so that I can help my mother earn a few dollars. 
I would like to become a police officer when I 
complete my studies and I am very confident that I 
will achieve it. Although belonging to a generation 
of technology, I have always been inspired by the 
life story of Nelson Mandela. Although he is no 
more among us, his contributions and personality 
has always been a morale booster for me.”

Anyone who knows this family is confident that 
one day they will make everyone proud and will 
be a role model for many single mothers and their 
children. But, looking at their enthusiasm now, it is 
an inspiration in itself. It is said that if you believe 
then even stone becomes god and it is the same 
belief with which this family is living on.

 “Rome was not built in one day. To achieve 
success we need to embrace challenges and that’s 
what my mother and I are doing now and we are 
firm that one day our hard work will take shape,” 
Shanif concluded.

Struggling saga
By DEVANISH NAND

THE 2014 school year began on a high note when 
Alvina Lata, a Year 13 student of Ahmadiyya Mus-
lim College was declared the winner of the Nasinu 
District National Safety oratory contest.

This year’s oratory contest was organised by 
the Ministry of Transport and the Land Transport 
Authority in conjunction with the Ministry of Edu-
cation. It was held in early May. The contest theme 
was Road Safety can Save Millions of Lives.

“I am thankful to my family for their support 
and belief in me,” Alvina said.

“I am looking forward to more competitions this 
year by which I can make my college proud,” she 
added.

She also thanked the school Principal, Premika 
Kumar, the Head of Department Languages and 
her English language teacher for their support and 
guidance.

“Alvina brings glory and pride to the College 
through our theme for 2014 which is Striving for 
Quality Outcomes through Team Work, Ms Kumar 
said.

“We are looking forward to more competitions 
in which we can make a name for our college.”

“This year the College is looking forward to 
taking part in competitions like TMC, AMC, FMC, 
Science quiz organised by the USP, NZ High 
Commission essay competition and many more,” 
she said.

AMC’s big win
By MELENIA PALAMA

From left, Yogesh 
Krishna, Assistant 
Principal, Alvina 
Lata Nasinu District 
National Safety 
oratory contest 
winner and Premila 
Kumar, Principal.
Picture: RAVNEIL NAND

Mohammed Shanif standing outside their 

house in Narere. 
Insert: Nareen Bi, Mohammed’s mother. 

      Picture: DEVANISH NAND

AHMADIYYA Commerce Club also known as 
ComClub, is a voluntary academic organisation 
founded by two students, Devanish Nand and Head 
boy Krishneel Akshay Kumar, in March 2014 for 
the primary objective to promote and maintain in-
terest of college students in commercial activities. 

The establishment plan was submitted to the 
Head of Commerce Department, Premika Achari 
and then to the College Principal, Mrs Kumar for 
approval.

Mrs Achari said their main objective was to 
enhance student interest in commercial activities.

“Our objective is to enhance students’ interest 
in commercial activities and help broaden their 
knowledge in current affairs relating to commerce. 
Upon the commencement of the ComClub, it will 
initiate projects to which will help the College as 
a whole which can be expected to benefit both the 
college and its students.”

The club organised an essay competition based 
on relevant topics for each syndicate. A poster 
competition was also organised based on the theme 

“MY PLANET, MY HOME”. On a vanguard 
sheet, participants were to draw at least 5-7 ways 
which portray environment conservation.

In Term 2, students took part in a Commerce 
Quiz Battle.

This was a syndicate based competition where 
forms had a quiz contest on various topics of com-
mercially based subjects. 

This competition was played with three students 
on each team. Generalised questions were prepared 
by Commerce Teacher Devita Sami and the 
competition was successful with the help of the 
executive committee and its members. 

Questions were according to the level of a par-
ticular syndicate due to irregular matches played 
between respective syndicates.

“As the club will progress, it will undertake and 
engage in more activities to mould itself according-
ly in order to meet and assist commerce students in 
their studies in academic as well as extra-curricular 
activities” Mrs Achari said.

The club is also looking forward to undertaking 
a project this term with regards to their contribu-
tion to the development of the College.

Commercial 
interests
By KRISHNEEL AKSHAY KUMAR

AFTER a long journey, the torch started Fiji’s tour 
and through strong indication the 2014 Coca-Cola 
Games torch finally reached and created history at 
Ahmadiyya Muslim College. The torch visited the  
school for the first time.

The annual event was held at the ANZ Stadium 
in Suva on April 25-26.

Uluibatiki, who comes from Nakaunakoro, 
Nakasaleka, and Ravuci, who hails from Namalata, 
Tavuki, had competed in the sub junior girls high 
jump.

Year Nine student Uluibatiki, 13, believed she 
had so much to offer for her school after missing 
last year’s competition.

“I knew the competition would have been 
tough,” she said.

“This was the first year for me to participate in 
the Coke Games and I was looking forward to it.I 
was looking forward to make my school proud.”

Teammate Ravuci hoped to break the sub junior 
girls high jump record.

“I was aiming to win gold in in the event but 
failed. Anyways, the experience I got was worth 
it,” Ravuci said.

Lui Mailau competed in the junior boys 100m. 
Although the athletes were unsuccessful in bagging 
medals, the exposure they got was worth it. 

The College Principal Premila Kumar was 
happy with the performance of the boys.

“It was a milestone achievement to witness an 
important event. Throughout my professional life, I 
had the opportunity to mark a significant achieve-
ment towards a dream,” Mrs Kumar said.

“I was happy with the overall performance of 
our athletes and also with the torch visit to the Col-
lege for the first time,” she added.

By ROZY CHAND

Torch history

Students with the 2014 Coca -Cola Games 

torch.                       Picture: ANIKET KUMAR
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Filimoni Jr. scoring the last 
goal of the game against 
Saraswati College.  
                  Picture: Zoyal S ali

In the opening match of the Fiji 
Secondary Schools inter-district 
champion tournament, Kamil 
Muslim College thumped Saraswati 
College 5-1. 

The goals were scored by Asiki 
nasa (2), Vilikesa nasokidi Tabua 
(1), Shazil jr. (1), Filimoni jr  (1). 

Saraswati College was able to 
pull one back goal through nikhil 
Chand to save his college from 
going down to 5-0. 

During the match, two red cards 
were flashed to the Kamils’ Tuwai 
and newa. 

This resulted in the loss of their  
second match against last year’s 
champions Drasa Secondary, 2-0, 
on Day 1 of the tournament.  

However, Saraswati managed to 
take their revenge in the finals as 
they defeated Kamil, 3-2, as nikhil 
Chand scored the winning goal in 
the first spell of the extra time.

The U17 grade was taken out by 
nukuloa College as they defeated a 
strong sided  nadi Muslim College. 
The girls division was won by AD 
Patel College of Ba defeating 
Seaqaqa College in the finals .

By Zoyal ShaFaZ ali

By NEha NataSha

New 
hospital 
in Ba

EvEryonE is aware of the 
dangers of smoking, but most 
turn a blind eye on the terrifying 
effects of smoking that is imposed 
on the young generation around 
the globe.

not only these children’s health 
is put at a risk but it also endangers  
their future and can also influence 
them to start smoking. 

The toxic fumes from cigarette 
smoke damages not only the 
smoker’s health but also the 
people around the smoker become 
victims of this dangerous habit, 
who are usually none other than 
their loved ones. 

The harmful compounds of 
second-hand smoking lingers for 
up to five hours and contains 4000 
toxic chemicals including lead, 
cyanide and arsenic. Sixty of these 
chemicals can cause cancer.

A new Scottish Government 
campaign has been launched 
called “TAKE IT oUTSIDE” to 
make people aware of the dangers 
of second-hand smoking.

Annette, 57, who lives in 
Edinburgh said: “In those days 
everyone smoked, my parents 
smoked. It just seemed normal and 
the only thing.” 

This statement was challenged 
when a survey carried out on 
young smokers between the ages 
of 16-19, revealed that 60 per cent 
of these subjects’ parents did not 
smoke, but they got the habit of 
smoking from outsiders or due to 
peer pressure from older friends.

These young smokers spend  
an average of $16-$17 buying 
cigarettes per week. The question 
that lingers in the mind is where 
these ordinary students get such an 
amount of money from? 

Further enquiry revealed that 
they asked money from parents or 
by saving their spending money. 

As per research, smokers of the 
newer generation start smoking at 
a very early age of 10-13 years. 

When asked whether they ever 

tried to quit smoking, their reply 
was: “yes, but can’t”. It was 
surprising to get the exact words 
from a number of subjects.

“I started smoking because 
I found it attractive, and also 
because I wanted to be popular 
among girls”. These were the 
exact words of a young smoker 
who did not want to be identified. 

This was one of the many 
reasons young people started 
smoking.  other reasons are due to 
peer pressure, as they are trying to 
copy the elders of the family (for 
those whose parents are smokers).

The question was whether 
the police had ever tried to stop 
these teenagers from smoking 
or apprehend them. The station 
Sergeant at the Ba Police Station 
said: “Smoking is not against the 
law.” 

Chandresh Praveen Kumar, 34, 
in his interview said: “I started 
smoking at the age of 18, together 
with friends. It was after Form 7, 
when we went for higher studies at 
that age when one goes out of the 
home, gets freedom and adjusting 
to the new environment, it seemed 
normal. At first, I thought it was 

a bad thing, but later on I got 
addicted, but now I don’t smoke 
regularly, only on social occasions 
or outings.

“On my first puff I choked, but 
still went for the second puff.

“My parents still don’t know 
that I am smoking. My respect 
for my parents is why I never told 
them.

“In 2008, I tried to quit smoking 
but couldn’t and now I don’t 

intend to quit smoking. My advice 
to young readers is don’t ever start 
smoking in tense situations, don’t 
become a tense smoker,” he said.

Cigarettes have now been added 
with ammonia to the tobacco mix 

to make it more addictive. 
Tobacco already has nicotine 

mix and ammonia is just another 
way to get the tobacco sales high.

Cigarettes contain nicotine, and 
when inhaled binds to nicotinic 
acetylcholine receptors in the brain 
and then dopamine is released. 

When nicotine receptors are 
awakened, it multiplies the good 
feelings.

A cigarette is an addictive, 
efficient well-engineered nicotine 
device that has proved to be 
deadly enough to take lives if 
smoked regularly.

It was proven that 75 per cent  
of adult smokers started smoking 
before the age of 18 or around 18. 

This hinders the growth of brain 
and also physical appearance of 
these smokers. 

It also gives a bad odour. 
Addiction from such a young  

age can cause many diseases such 
as heart diseases, cancer, and it 
can also harm the reproductive 
health of these smokers and cause 
many other complications in their 
body.

Quitting cigarettes and other 
tobacco products is the best thing 
to do. It will not only save one 
from dangerous diseases but also 
help save money. 

It will promote better health and 
a safer environment for children to 
live in and others in the community 
and their surroundings.

Smokers are people who do 
not care for the environment, 
their loved ones, and most of all 
themselves.

This is a challenge to all 
smokers to quit smoking. For their 
own benefit, for the benefit of the 
people, and the environment and a 
healthy community. 

If you can’t quit smoking just 
“take it outside”. 

When one smokes, he/she is 
only pumping toxins in their body, 
and wasting money.

Why smoke when it has no 
benefits?

By Zoyal ShaFaZ ali

Why smoke when it has no benefits?                                                      Picture: Zoyal ShafaZ ali 

Threat of today

On my first 
puff I choked, 
but still went 
for the second 
puff... My 
parents still 
don’t know 
that I am 
smoking.

Future of Fiji soccer

A site for new Ba hospital has been chosen. 

The ground breaking ceremony was held on August 6, 2014. The actual 

project is scheduled  to start in  November 2014 and is expected to be 

completed by March 2016. 

After conducting a research, as to why the sight was chosen in yalalevu, 

just opposite M.r.DAyAL Timber yard, it was found that the sole reason 

behind this was that it was the only crown land available that could cater 

for the size of the hospital. 

“This new hospital upon completion, will mainly decentralise the 

Lautoka hospital services in Ba where people from Ba and Tavua can easily 

access the service,” Sanjeet Prasad, an official at the Ministry of Health  

said.
As with the decentralisation of services from Lautoka hospital, all 

services would be provided under one roof, i.e, dental, lab, allied health 

and surgery.
The new hospital will accomodate 68 new beds which means more 

people can be catered for. 

More health workers with necessary facilities will be available under 

one roof and the new hospital will be patient friendly and boast modern 

facilities.
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The world as we know it is moving into a technological era. It is quite 

evident though how people are always looking down at their smart 

phones, iPads, and laptops. however in Natabua high School, a prestig-

ious and well-known institution, the standard of its computer lab was not 

up to par.
The lack of operational computing facilities, outdated software and the 

condition of the lab’s interior evoked the need for old scholars to step in 

and give back to the institution which has done so much for them over the 

years .With the visit of former students, the idea of having a new ITC lab 

came about.
A prominent member of the school administration highlighted that Mr 

Kumar (the principal) also raised this issue to the Old Scholars Associa-

tion, particularly to Mr Ganesh Sen who is a member of the Reach For 

The Future Foundation in Australia and Mr Fatiaki Gibson, the president 

of the school’s Board of Governors. In an agreement, the Old Scholars 

Association took the initiative to carry out consultations with appropriate 

authorities for the new ITC project. 
According to eA Bucchineri: “If it can be thought it can be done, a 

problem can be overcome”. And so it is with the pursuit of the new lab. 

Since the inception of the project there have been delays. 
According to an unidentified source, the approval for the commence-

ment of the construction, consultations with various ministries in charge, 

unavailability of funds and the infestation of termites on the site of the 

new lab was the main cause of the delay.  
“If you want the rainbow, you have to deal with the rain.” 

The new ITC lab was scheduled to open in mid September.

“Regardless of the lack of proper facilities, the students still produced 

good results.” 
This was also mentioned by the administration member. 

A group of computer students who were interviewed said they did not 

let the problems hinder their learning and compilation of their assign-

ments. 
Some problems they identified were the viruses in the computers, 

malfunctioning equipment and uncomfortable furniture. 
Irrespective of the challenges faced, the future looks optimistic for the 

school’s ITC lab and we can all hope that the lab’s scheduled opening in 

Week 3, will allow this esteemed institution to continue producing excel-

lent pupils as it has done over the years. 

Project delay

We have all been there, in that 
situation, where we have just felt 
so... foreign. Catch my drift? 

Natabua high School is not 
only a scholastic institution for 
local students around Fiji, it also 
caters for International students 
from countries as far as India, 
South Korea, The Republic of 
China and our neighboring Pacific 
Island nations. 

Facing barriers in language, cul-
ture and difference in educational 
system, international students are 
challenged right from the start.

“There is a language barrier be-
tween my friends and me. At times 
I do not understand them when 
they speak in Fijian or hindi and I 
am left out of the discussion,” said 
Rponyugesh Rajabooman, a Year 9 

student from India. As every new 
student passes through the school 
gates, the need to fit in and settle 
down in a totally new environ-
ment is important for continued 
educational progress.

Despite the many differ-
ences, cultural exchange between 
international and local students 
is a way in which these barriers 
can be broken. Integrating extra-
curricular activities into the school 
curriculum has opened up oppor-
tunities for these young students 
to use their talents to connect with 
the local students.  

Speaking with Christinnoh 
Fujiyama, a Year 11 hostel student 
from the Solomon Islands, he 
said this about the students and 
teachers of the school: “To me, the 
students and teachers in Fiji are 
very friendly. In the Solomon’s, 
there is hardly any communication 
between students and teachers like 
it is here.” 

Bridging 
the gap

By Esala Rokoduguni and EvandER kumaR

The yet to be filled iTC lab.               Picture: AKANISI TUIKABE

JONA Tuikiligana is an aspiring fashion designer. 
his participation in the 2014 Fiji Fashion Week 
Tucker’s Students Show was just a taste of his 
inventiveness which also saw him scoop the second 
prize. 

It took approximately six weeks for the produc-
tion of his fashion line. 

Jona’s main intent was to incorporate the Pasifika 
culture and pattern along with contemporary design. 

Designing is a difficult task, thus designing using 
collaboration is complex. 

Just like any aspiring designer, Jona faced finan-
cial problems but that did not deter him. 

With the help of his mother, Laisa Kotoiwasa-
wasa, he was able to purchase the required fabric for 
his pieces. 

The next challenge was finding a tailor who could 
bring his designs to life. The tailor hunting process 
was done by taking clothing articles to tailors and 

asking them to mend or sew according to alternative 
designs. After weeks of searching they were able to 
find an appropriate tailor. 

each design was partly based on the criteria put in 
place by the organisers of FFW. 

For Jona inspiration came from many unexpected 
sources such as friends, the environment and even 
prominent design line, Victoria’s Secrets. 

Jona faced many challenges, but he was able to 
overcome this through the encouragement and reas-
surance of his friends and most of all, his mother. 

Jona is optimistic that his experience and designs 
will inspire people and hopes that one day designing 
classes will be implemented into the school cur-
riculum. This would provide a platform for youths to 
discover the hidden talents that they possessed.

It is important that we keep chasing our dreams 
no matter the circumstances and also consider Jona’s 
personal quote which has been the mainstay of his 
success: “If you start it, finish it, and go through life 
with no regrets”.

Jona’s fashion feat
n international students of 
nHs. Picture: AKANISI TUIKABE

Jona Tuikiligana (third from left) second runner up winner at the Fiji Fashion Week 

student designer show with his models, from left, Tanya, Paula, Ponipate and aisha.                                                   

                                                                                                 
                                      Picture: AKANISI TUIKABE

By CassandRa singH

By gRaCE TudREu

to approach him and vice versa. We are proud to 
have a student like him.”

“Our teachers are also very pleased to have 
Shanif in our school. They strongly believe that 
someday he will be able to make it to the top and 
be a successful human being in life.”

Mohammed Shanif believes that he can bring a 
smile on his mother’s face. 

“I work in a supermarket during school holidays 
so that I can help my mother earn a few dollars. 
I would like to become a police officer when I 
complete my studies and I am very confident that I 
will achieve it. Although belonging to a generation 
of technology, I have always been inspired by the 
life story of Nelson Mandela. Although he is no 
more among us, his contributions and personality 
has always been a morale booster for me.”

one day they will make everyone proud and will 
be a role model for many single mothers and their 
children. But, looking at their enthusiasm now, it is 
an inspiration in itself. It is said that if you believe 

Struggling saga

 Commerce Club also known as 
ComClub, is a voluntary academic organisation 
founded by two students, Devanish Nand and Head 
boy Krishneel Akshay Kumar, in March 2014 for 
the primary objective to promote and maintain in
terest of college students in commercial activities. 

The establishment plan was submitted to the 
Head of Commerce Department, Premika Achari 
and then to the College Principal, Mrs Kumar for 

Mrs Achari said their main objective was to 
enhance student interest in commercial activities.

“Our objective is to enhance students’ interest 
in commercial activities and help broaden their 
knowledge in current affairs relating to commerce. 
Upon the commencement of the ComClub, it will 
initiate projects to which will help the College as 
a whole which can be expected to benefit both the 

The club organised an essay competition based 
on relevant topics for each syndicate. A poster 
competition was also organised based on the theme 

Commercial 
interests
By KRISHNEEL AKSHAY KUMAR
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By NEha NataSha

New 
hospital 
in Ba

EvEryonE is aware of the 
dangers of smoking, but most 
turn a blind eye on the terrifying 
effects of smoking that is imposed 
on the young generation around 
the globe.

not only these children’s health 
is put at a risk but it also endangers  
their future and can also influence 
them to start smoking. 

The toxic fumes from cigarette 
smoke damages not only the 
smoker’s health but also the 
people around the smoker become 
victims of this dangerous habit, 
who are usually none other than 
their loved ones. 

The harmful compounds of 
second-hand smoking lingers for 
up to five hours and contains 4000 
toxic chemicals including lead, 
cyanide and arsenic. Sixty of these 
chemicals can cause cancer.

A new Scottish Government 
campaign has been launched 
called “TAKE IT oUTSIDE” to 
make people aware of the dangers 
of second-hand smoking.

Annette, 57, who lives in 
Edinburgh said: “In those days 
everyone smoked, my parents 
smoked. It just seemed normal and 
the only thing.” 

This statement was challenged 
when a survey carried out on 
young smokers between the ages 
of 16-19, revealed that 60 per cent 
of these subjects’ parents did not 
smoke, but they got the habit of 
smoking from outsiders or due to 
peer pressure from older friends.

These young smokers spend  
an average of $16-$17 buying 
cigarettes per week. The question 
that lingers in the mind is where 
these ordinary students get such an 
amount of money from? 

Further enquiry revealed that 
they asked money from parents or 
by saving their spending money. 

As per research, smokers of the 
newer generation start smoking at 
a very early age of 10-13 years. 

When asked whether they ever 

tried to quit smoking, their reply 
was: “
surprising to get the exact words 
from a number of subjects.

“I started smoking because 
I found it attractive, and also 
because I wanted to be popular 
among girls”. These were the 
exact words of a young smoker 
who did not want to be identified. 

This was one of the many 
reasons young people started 
smoking.  
peer pressure, as they are trying to 
copy the elders of the family (for 
those whose parents are smokers).

The question was whether 
the police had ever tried to stop 
these teenagers from smoking 
or apprehend them. The station 
Sergeant at the Ba Police Station 
said: “Smoking is not against the 
law.” 

Chandresh Praveen Kumar, 34, 
in his interview said: “I started 
smoking at the age of 18, together 
with friends. It was after Form 7, 
when we went for higher studies at 
that age when one goes out of the 
home, gets freedom and adjusting 
to the new environment, it seemed 
normal. At first, I thought it was 

By Zoyal ShaFaFaF Z ali

Threat of today

On my first 
puff I choked, 
but still went 
for the second 
puff... My 
parents still 
don’t know 
that I am 
smoking.

A site for new Ba hospital has been chosen. 

The ground breaking ceremony was held on August 6, 2014. The actual 

project is scheduled  to start in  November 2014 and is expected to be 

completed by March 2016. 

After conducting a research, as to why the sight was chosen in 

just opposite M.r.DAy.DAy.DA AL Timber yard, it was found that the sole reason yAL Timber yard, it was found that the sole reason y
behind this was that it was the only crown land available that could cater 

for the size of the hospital. 

“This new hospital upon completion, will mainly decentralise the 

Lautoka hospital services in Ba where people from Ba and Tavua can easily 

access the service,” Sanjeet Prasad, an official at the Ministry of Health  

said.
As with the decentralisation of services from Lautoka hospital, all 

services would be provided under one roof, i.e, dental, lab, allied health 

and surgery.
The new hospital will accomodate 68 new beds which means more 

people can be catered for. 

More health workers with necessary facilities will be available under 

one roof and the new hospital will be patient friendly and boast modern 

facilities.

Hostel students receiving education away from home.   Picture: Jese Leve
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The students of Savusavu Secondary School experience the heat.                                       Picture: NaimaN Naidu

Distasteful climate

Nawi island Resort will employ 300-plus 

5-star hope

Hostel life

For one month, rain has been absent. Almost 
the whole of Savusavu complained about the 
intolerable heat. 

Helen Farell, a lady who was interviewed 
said, “the place is hot, the water pressure at 
my home is not that forceful compared to the 
rainy days.” 

Most of the places in Savusavu had dried 

up because of the lack of water in the soil. 
The only thing that the people can do is wait 
for much needed rain. However, the question is, how long will 
the people wait.

By ElainE Malani

There are 40 per cent of unemployed people in the North. 
however, interviewing Ms May, Nawi Islands Administrative Officer, it was surprising to hear that the percentage of the unem-ployment rate will decrease in five years time.“The resort will be look-ing at employing more than 300 workers and the first comers will be those from Savusavu.”

She said this should be a wake up call to the children of Savusavu to do their best in school in order to be part of this privilege.This is what the hidden Paradise is looking forward to.  That is, a new 5-star world class resort that will change the lives of everyone.

By ElainE Malani

The commencement of work for the most eagerly awaited nawi island Resort.    Picture: eLaiNe maLaNi

EducATion has became a ne-cessity in today’s modern world as said by Mahendra chaudhry “it is an essential part of pur-suing a career and having a suc-cessful life” yet not everyone in the world has an opportunity to receive it. 
Looking at schools in Fiji, the government of the day has done a marvelous job by bringing free education. 

The free education  scheme has not only helped the poor but also the rich. Looking at schools in the northern division such as nasa-vusavu Secondary School, there has been an increase in the num-ber of students. Also those who are from the interior can stay in the dormitories or boarding facilities. 

The dorm in nasavusavu Sec-ondary School has about 112 stu-dents who are mostly from the in-terior of cakaudrove. Kini Viliame (hostel head boy) said, “The dorm is like a second home to us and we are quite happy. “our day begins at 5.30am when we wake up and get ready, a short morning devotion is said, du-ties are carried out and breakfast is served afterwards. “Hostel life is enjoyable, it gets us ready for other challenges in life such as tertiary education; it not only develops us mentally or physically but also spiritually. our needs are important and we also get to visit home. Strict rules are also put into effect to have good discipline among students.” The dorm was built in the year 1944 and a lot of development has taken place since then.  

By PRaniSH nand and SHiMal duTT
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The world as we know it is moving into a technological era. It is quite 

evident though how people are always looking down at their smart 

phones, iPads, and laptops. however in Natabua high School, a prestig

ious and well-known institution, the standard of its computer lab was not 

up to par.
The lack of operational computing facilities, outdated software and the 

condition of the lab’s interior evoked the need for old scholars to step in 

and give back to the institution which has done so much for them over the 

years .With the visit of former students, the idea of having a new ITC lab 

came about.
A prominent member of the school administration highlighted that Mr 

Kumar (the principal) also raised this issue to the Old Scholars Associa

tion, particularly to Mr Ganesh Sen who is a member of the Reach For 

The Future Foundation in Australia and Mr Fatiaki Gibson, the president 

of the school’s Board of Governors. In an agreement, the Old Scholars 

Association took the initiative to carry out consultations with appropriate 

authorities for the new ITC project. 
According to eA Bucchineri: “If it can be thought it can be done, a 

problem can be overcome”. And so it is with the pursuit of the new lab. 

Project delay
y Esala Rokoduguni and EvandER kuma

ONA Tuikiligana is an aspiring fashion designer. ONA Tuikiligana is an aspiring fashion designer. ONA
is participation in the 2014 Fiji Fashion Week 

Tucker’s Students Show was just a taste of his 
inventiveness which also saw him scoop the second 
prize. 

It took approximately six weeks for the produc
tion of his fashion line. 

Jona’s main intent was to incorporate the Pasifika 
culture and pattern along with contemporary design. 

Designing is a difficult task, thus designing using 
collaboration is complex. 

Just like any aspiring designer, Jona faced finan
cial problems but that did not deter him. 

With the help of his mother, Laisa Kotoiwasa
wasa, he was able to purchase the required fabric for 
his pieces. 

The next challenge was finding a tailor who could 
bring his designs to life. The tailor hunting process 
was done by taking clothing articles to tailors and 

Jona’s fashion feat
By CassandRa singH

Filimoni Jr. scoring the last 
goal of the game against 
Saraswati College. 
                  Picture: Zoyal S ali

intend to quit smoking. My advice 
to young readers is don’t ever start 
smoking in tense situations, don’t 
become a tense smoker,” he said.

Cigarettes have now been added 
with ammonia to the tobacco mix 

to make it more addictive. 
Tobacco already has nicotine 

mix and ammonia is just another 
way to get the tobacco sales high.

Cigarettes contain nicotine, and 
when inhaled binds to nicotinic 
acetylcholine receptors in the brain 
and then dopamine is released. 

When nicotine receptors are 
awakened, it multiplies the good 
feelings.

A cigarette is an addictive, 
efficient well-engineered nicotine 
device that has proved to be 
deadly enough to take lives if 
smoked regularly.

It was proven that 75 per cent  
of adult smokers started smoking 
before the age of 18 or around 18. 

This hinders the growth of brain 
and also physical appearance of 
these smokers. 

It also gives a bad odour. 
Addiction from such a young  

age can cause many diseases such 
as heart diseases, cancer, and it 
can also harm the reproductive 
health of these smokers and cause 
many other complications in their 
body.

Quitting cigarettes and other 
tobacco products is the best thing 
to do. It will not only save one 
from dangerous diseases but also 
help save money. 

It will promote better health and 
a safer environment for children to 
live in and others in the community 
and their surroundings.

Smokers are people who do 
not care for the environment, 
their loved ones, and most of all 
themselves.

This is a challenge to all 
smokers to quit smoking. For their 
own benefit, for the benefit of the 
people, and the environment and a 
healthy community. 

If you can’t quit smoking just 
“take it outside”. 

When one smokes, he/she is 
only pumping toxins in their body, 
and wasting money.

Why smoke when it has no 
benefits?

Zoyal ShafaZ ali

Threat of today

Future of Fiji soccer
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‘Laborare Estorare –work is worship’
FOR the first time ever in Tilak’s history, Rear Admiral Commodore Frank Bainimarama came on Tilak’s 59th birthday which was celebrated on July 23, 2014.  “I’m delighted to be here at one of the most important schools in the west to help you celebrate Tilak Day and rededicate themselves to its future,”  said Mr Bainimarama.Tilak Day is celebrated to mark the birth and triumph of Keshav Lokmanya Balganadhar Tilak, who believed that “freedom is my birthright and I must  have it”.Mr Tilak , born on July 23, 1856 and died on August 1, 1920, was an Indian nationalist, teacher, social reformer and the leader of the independence  movement in India after whom Tilak High school was named.

Tilak High School which started on a small scale with a roll of 60 students, now has 1120 students from all sections of the community. “I want to explain to you here today and to every Fijian, what it all means to you, where we go from here and how it affects you. All of you,” said Mr Bainimarama.“Your parents come from a generation that never experienced true equality in Fiji. “In those days, some Fijians were treated as if they were more important than others, some had more rights than others, depending on who they were or where they came from.
 “Those Fijians were given more privilege while the rest were treated like second-class citizens in their own country and never had a sense of truly belonging.

“I urge you all to seize the opportunity that has been given to you and seriously consider moving on to higher education if you haven’t already thought of doing so.
“We are also making that easier with our Toppers scheme of free university and technical courses for the best 600 students or government loans for anyone who makes the grade.“You’ll have heard me say, Don’t judge me by my promises. Judge me by the achievements I’ve already delivered,” said Mr Bainimarama.Mr Bainimarama had the perfect opportunity to promote FijiFirst’s visions for the nation to students, teachers and those who attended  Tilak Day.

“ Before I was confused whom to vote for, but the speech delivered by Mr Bainimarama has really inspired me to take the right decision for the future,” said Ms Shweta Kumar , a teacher at Tilak High School.
Now it is time for the young generation to rise and use education as a weapon to change the world. 

By REVATHI PILLAY

“MY inspiration is the Lord Jesus Christ” is what led young Fiji born European Joshua David Daku and six men, to go to the shores of  Yasawa to give out bibles to all the  school students on the island.Mr Daku arrived in Fiji on May 14, 2014 and went to Yasawa in the early morning of June 30. He returned to Lautoka on July 4, 2014.
This whole project is called the Fiji Bible project and was introduced by an American man Mr Allan Brooks who introduced this project first to the Prime Minister of the country and later to the Ministry of Education. This was approved by the country and allowed all the students in the country to receive a King James Version  Bible each. “Seeing the students being 

happy when they received their very own Bible was the best of all,” Mr Daku said.
Students, for the first time, got a gift in the form of a Bible. “I do know that it was difficult to interact with the students, but as days went by things just went smoothly.

“The Americans all over the states have passed down a lot of money to Bible Baptist Church so it can be used to print KJV Bibles,” Mr Daku explained.He said each person worked tirelessly to invest in the lives of Fijian children.
“We cannot pass out Bibles in America, although we are glad that we can do it in a country like Fiji.”Mr Daku said his team appreciated the country and the fact that students could still read Bibles 

Bibles on our shores

PM joins Tilak’s b’day

STYLE is a way to say who you are without having to speak. Fashion 
designing gives one the opportunity to express their ideas and 
creativity on paper, the best part about it is seeing your ideas come to 
life and strutting that catwalk with glamour.Tilak High School Home Economics Department showed their 
initiative to participate at the Fiji Fashion Week student designer 
show. 

The designers that made this encounter possible for Tilak were 
Shaneel Kumar of Year 13 and Joave Robinson of  Year 11.

Shaneel Kumar added his own signature touch of lace and silk. He 
expressed his thoughts of the show as “thrilling and exciting” and 
was very intrigued, instilling a lot of passion into his designs. His 
models walked the ramp with 6-inch heels and red lipstick.

Joave Robinson, the Year 11 designer experienced the fashion 
show for the first time. His pieces were hand printed with bula and masi prints. His sense 
of style showcased originality and charisma.This experience has made these young designers more ambitious 
and passionate for fashion.Student designer shows are platforms for young designers to start 
their dream, work hard and continue to make a name for themselves 
in the fashion industry. 

By TIERI EYRE -ALLSWORTH and  MARIA O’NEILL
By KRISHANT SWAMY

Students in Yasawa receiving their Bibles from Joshua 

Daku on Yasawa Island early this year.  Picture: PAUL DAKU 

Design your dreams

without government stopping them. Mr Daku is passionate about his mission to reveal God’s love to students 

and know him personally. “I want Fijians to know that Jesus died for them also,” he said.

n Tilak High School Head Girl Sherel Singh, Chief guest PM Commodore Frank Bainimarama, Apisai Ratu, Sekove Waqa (Deputy Head Boy), Orisi Damuyawa and Adam Konrote (Head Boy) at the school’s 59th birthday celebration in July. Inset: Everyone with the Principal Kishore Lal, Lawrence Pickering and Grace Roberts.    Picture:  CECILIA DESMOND

Project delay

China and our neighboring Pacific 

Facing barriers in language, cul-
ture and difference in educational 
system, international students are 

“There is a language barrier be-
tween my friends and me. At times 

indi and I 
am left out of the discussion,” said 
Rponyugesh Rajabooman, a Year 9 

student from India. As every new 
student passes through the school 
gates, the need to fit in and settle 
down in a totally new environ
ment is important for continued 
educational progress.

Despite the many differ
ences, cultural exchange between 
international and local students 
is a way in which these barriers 
can be broken. Integrating extra-
curricular activities into the school 
curriculum has opened up oppor
tunities for these young students 
to use their talents to connect with 
the local students.  

Speaking with Christinnoh 
Fujiyama, a Year 11 hostel student 
from the Solomon Islands, he 
said this about the students and 
teachers of the school: “To me, the 
students and teachers in Fiji are 
very friendly. In the Solomon’s, 
there is hardly any communication 
between students and teachers like 
it is here.” 

Bridging 
the gap

TC lab.               Picture: 

nternational students of 
AKANISI TUIKABE

Jona Tuikiligana (third from left) second runner up winner at the Fiji Fashion Week 

student designer show with his models, from left, Tanya, Paula, Ponipate and aisha.                                                  

                                                                                                 
                                      Picture: AKANISI TUIKABE
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Green dreamers                                   IN its bid to beautify its surroundings, Lautoka 
Andhra Sangam College has adopted a program 
called 4R.

 The 4R program was implemented in the school 
in 2013 by N. Shah, who attended a workshop and 
was influenced to implement the program in school. 

The program has three categories where the forms 
are judged.

The first category for the students of the forms in-
cludes competing in the cleanliness of the compound 
with individual forms allocated a duty area. Environmental monitors ensure that duty areas 
are clean and spotless. The cleanliness form which is rewarded becomes 
the best form of the week.The second category is judged by the organisation 
of the form. This includes the proper organisation of 
the noticeboards, cleanliness of the form, furniture 
arrangement, and having two proper rubbish bins for 
compost and paper and plastic waste.The last category is the proper organisation of 

the garden which is judged by the appearance and 
whether the garden is watered and mulched or not.

There are nine students altogether assigned from 
each form as helping hands in this green project with 
the help of teachers in charge — Mrs Shah, Mr Mur-
ti, Mr Sami and Mrs Geio.In addition to this, the green team of the school has 
decided to improve the environment of the school by 
beautifying the school with pot plants as Mrs Shah 
stated, “We have thought to have more pot plants in 
future to beautify the compounds.” She also said that in future, the green committee 
is considering having more environmental monitors 
to ease the workload of the committee.The introduction of the green project has made a 
huge impact in Andhra Sangam College in Lautoka.

 “We started off with three rubbish bins in each 
classroom but now have reduced to two,” said Mrs 
Shah.

 This is done because the lesser the rubbish bins, 
the lesser the rubbish.The 4R committee hopes that more forms will as-
pire to win the competition in weeks to come.

By DEEPIKA RATTAN 

The handover of a new 10,000 litre water tank by LDS 
Charities to Lautoka Andhra Sangam College.  

From Latter Day Saints charities to LASCO
LAUTOKA Andhra Sangam Col-lege has a lot to be thankful for this year when the school received a timely donation from the Latter Day Saints church. In its efforts to ensure that students are provided with one of the basic necessities in life, the school in partnership with the Latter Day Saints has kindly of-fered to help ease problems associ-ated with water in the school.The school has been experienc-ing water problems over the past few years and on the 25th of July, the church visited the school to of-ficially hand over the schools water tank.

The delivery of the 10,000 litres water tank was an initiative taken by the school Principal Aruna Singh who came into the school in the middle of Term One.According to Mrs Singh, the school has had classes being dis-rupted as a result of these water problems, but now with the provi-sion of the tank, students will be able to continue with the normal running of classes.
The school is extremely grateful to the Latter Day Saints Church for responding to their much needed request.

By ANISH KUMAR

Andhra family reunionANDHRA day is one of the most important events in all Dakshina India Andhra Sangam schools’ calendars 

despite the different races and ethnicities. Such occasions bring the Andhra family together.

This occasion is celebrated on the very first Wednesday of August every year in the school. This year is the first 

time  in the history of this school for LASCO families to go out and meet their brothers and sisters of Sigatoka 

Andhra Sangam College.“The main purpose of this occasion is to strengthen the bond that Lautoka Andhra has with Sigatoka Andhra and 

other Dakshina India Andhra Sangam Primary Schools,”  Dhirendra Kumar,” the school Principal said.

Uday Raju, the national treasurer of DIAS was the chief guest at the official program.

 “The occasion is not only celebrated for fun but it is also about socialising and getting the opportunity to go out 

and see what the other Dakshina India Andhra Schools are like.”
Competitions in oratory, essay, talent quest, poster, soccer, netball and rugby were judged at this event as stu-

dents were encourged to give 100 per cent participation on this day,” Mr Raju said.

By LAISANI NAI

Navutu villagers build sea wall of tyres

THE residents of Navutu settle-ment have joined in the fight to combat the effects of climate change with the construction of their tyre seawalls.The Navutu settlement is located approximately between 6-8 kilometers from Lautoka City and is one  of the first settlements at the entrance to the city near the roundabout  as you enter from Nadi.
The settlement was established during the Colonial Sugar Refinery era for the workers for sugar mills who were brought in from the Solomon Islands as has since been populated by people from all over the provinces of Fiji.According to Vinaisi Vosa, a 67- year-old grandmother of Solomon and i-Taukei descent, most of the houses in the settlement were built in the colonial era and depicted such designs.

Currently, there are approxi-mately 100 houses in the settle-ment.
“Over the years, we have experienced a lot of changes in the community, one of them being the continuous rise in the sea level,” she said.

Since she was born in the settlement, Vinaisi lamented on how quickly the sea was rushing in towards the village boundary and feels that in another 10 years time, the village may be covered by the water.
“At the moment we can see that the shoreline has moved in at 

approximately 20 metres towards the mainlaind,and for that reason the villagers have found the use of tyres as their only hope.” The community has made numerous attempts to protect their village through the construction of boundaries including the use of these tyres but this can only work to a certain extent. As you move along the sea shore, it is evident that the villag-ers will need more than the use of such barricades should they need to save their dwellings from being swept away to sea.According to Vinaisi, previous governments have done very little to contribute to the villagers’ needs in solving this problem.It may be difficult to solve the issue for the residents of Navutu as the land belongs to the govern-ment and is yet to be established, however, the fact remains that due to climate change, in years to come, it is highly likely that this settlement may have to decide where to relocate if they need to save their lives. For now all that the residents can do is collect as many tyres as they possibly can in their effort to prevent further their dwell-ings from being affected by the negative consequences of climate change.

By SHITAL REDDY

A Navutu villager  stands beside the receding Navutu settlement shoreline.           Picture: SHAVNEEL KUMAR

Guests tucking into refreshments.Pictures: SHAVNEEL                   KUMAR
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