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1. Name

historic Scorrish Brqe_Lem!_1_e__(!qI1i-D_A-LQ

and or common same

2. Location
street & number 332 Centennial  Mal l  South n/a not for  publ icat ion

ci ty,  town Lincoln n /a  u ic in i ty  o f

state NE code 031 county Lancaster code ro9

3. Glassification
C.legory Ownership Slatus Pte3enl U3e
- district - public -a occupled - agrlcullute - museum
-I- building(s) -I- private - unoccupled - commercial - pa*
- slructure - both - work In progress - educational - prlvale resldence
- site Public Acqui3ition Accessible - entertainment - religious
- oblect ula in process -x- yes: restricted - government - scienlltlc

- being considered --- yes: unfestricted - Industrial - transporlatlon
ordu,

4. Owner of Property
name Scot t i sh  R i te  Temple  Corpora t ion

street & number 332 Centennial  Mal l  South

city, town Li-ncoln 4-& vicinity of state NE

5, Location of Legal Description

cour lhouse, registry ol  deeds, etc.  Register of  Deeds

5 5 5  S o u t h  1 0 t h  S t r e e t
street & number

Lincoln NE
city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

!!e N.b.."k. Hlst..i t-Ig9jislblg? __=-I9:__== 19

date on-golng - federal --x stale - county - local

deposi tory lor  survey records Nebraska State Histor ical  Society

city, town Lincoln state NE



7. Description

Gondit ion
_- excellent

x good
- fa i r

Gheck one Check one
- deteriorated -- unaltered -l!- original site
- ruins x altered -- moved date .- n/a
- unexposed

Descr ibe the present and or ig inal  ( i f  known| physical  appearance

The Scott ish Ri te Temple in Lincol-n,  Lancaster County,  Nebraska is a
reinforced concrete bui ld ing of  one-story plus both a ta1l  basement and an
att ic story.  I t  is  sheathed in Indiana Limestone on the pr incipal-  (west and
south)  facades and w i th  bu f f  b r ick  on  the  eas t  ( rear ) ,  nor th ,  and a t t i c  6 to ry .
The west entrance facade features a col-ossaL order of  ten engaged Roman Doric
columns set in ant is,  whi le the south f ront is div ided by paired Doric
p i 1 a s t e r s i n 6 E b a y s . T h e r e i s a f u 1 ] . e n t a b 1 a t u r e a n d _ b a ] - u s t r a d e d P a r a P e t
on the west and south facades, and an ornate terra cot ta cornice atop the
att ic.  The pr incipaL inter ior  spaces are a wide, barreL-vaul ted ha1l"  and the
la rge  Lodge Room,  bo th  on  the  main  fLoor .  The pr inc ipa l ,  wes t  facade has  a
higb degree of  integr i t / ,  whi le that  of  the south s ide has been dininished by
recent window changes. On the inter ior ,  the hal-1 and Lodge Roon retain most of
the i r  o r ig inaL charac ter .  Th is  nominat ion  inc ludes  one cont r ibu t ing  bu i ld ing .

L inco ln r  s  Scot t i sh  R i te  Tenp le  i s  a  re in fo rced concre te ,  Neo-Cl -ass ica l
Revival  sty le bui ld ing consist ing of  a pr incipal  story atop a ta l l -  basement
pLus an at t ic  story,  The najor facades (west and south) are sbeathed in
vert icaLly tooled Indiana l - i rnestone, whi le buff  br ick is the exter ior  mater ia l
o f  the  nor th  and eas t  s ides ,  the  a t t i c ,  and the  eas t  add i t ion ,

The Templers most prominent feature is a col ,ossaL order of  ten f luted Roman
Doric columns on the west f ront ,  set  in ant is between blocky end paviLions.
T h e s o u t h s i d e i s t h e o n 1 y o t h e r t u 1 1 @ p e d , ] - j m e s t o n e - c 1 a d f a c a d e , w i t h
f ive bays separated by shaLl-ow paired, Roman Doric pi lasters.  Both the west
and the south facades have ful-L entabLatures.  On the west,  the f r ibze above
the pavi l - ions has Greek and Lat in inscr ipt ions,  whjLe above the colonnade the
frj lze is inscribed' "TEI,IPLE OF THE A]ICIENT A]iD ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE OF
FREEI'{ASONRY. T' The south frieze reads "HUMANITY LI3ER1'Y FRATERNITY. T' Above
the dent icular cornice is a parapet pierced with balustrades, corresponding
with the intercolumnat ion.  The at t ic  story is recessed from the north,  west,
and south facades, masking i ts buff  br ick waLLs behind the parapet when viewed
f rom the  west  o r  sou th .  The a t t i c  i s  c rowned w i th  an  orna te  gxay  te r ra  co t ta
cornice which cJ-oseJ.y mimics the l - inestone below.

The fenestrat ion of  the pr incipal" ,  west facade is unaLtered, wi th the
exception of the glass and aluminum doorway in the centraL entrance. That
al tered doorway and the or ig inal  doubl-e wooden doors on ei ther s ide of  i t  are
topped with carved stone hoods, supported by consoles.  The wide steps at  the
west f ront  span the three central  bays and are f lanked by elaborate cast  i ron
J. ight  standards on the cheek bLocks. The basesent windows, which on the west
have an even si l - l  level  wi th those of  the doorways, are eovered with
Rou.an-sty le wooden gr i1 ls.  Within the colonnade, the main f l -oor windows are
very ta1l ,  wi th substant ia l -  wooden nul l - ions in a doubLe French cross pattern,

forning sidel- ights and transoms. The windows above the three central  doorways
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have higher s i l - ls  than the tr io to ei ther s ide,  due to the height of  the doors
and hoods below. The end pavi l ions have smal ler  main f loor windows with
nuLl ions forning a s ingJ-e French cross pattern.  There are carved stone 6wsg
panels above these pavil. ion windows.

The southwest corner of  the bui ld ing is notched in plan, isolat ing the two
pr incipal  facades aa separate blocks.  The notch also contains an exter ior
staircase down to the basement level .  Within the angLe at  the corner,  both the
west and south faces have swag panels,  but  only the souttr  face has a window.

The f ive-bay south facade has a s in i lar  fenestrat ion pattern to the west,
wi th basement and main f loor windows, but the former are set  lower on the wal1
and the lat ter  are not so ta1L, creat ing a greater space between the trdo f l ,oors
of windows, narked by a recessed panel .  The south basement windows or ig inal ly
were one-over-one sJ-iding sash, whiLe the upper windows fol-Lowed the double
French cross pattern.  ALL of  these windows have been replaced with dark metal
sash and dark glass.  The basement uni ts are a s ingle f ixed pane. The nelr  nain
fLoor windows repl icate the pattern of  the or ig inaL muLLions, but are dark in
color and Lack the bold project ion of  the wooden nuLLions,

The or ig inal-  rear (east)  e levat ion is of  buf f  br ick la id in seven-to-one
common bond. At center,  where i t  extends windowless to the fu lL height of  the
att ic,  the wal1 has ten project ing vert ical  p iers.  The onLy windows are a pair
of  snal1 one-over-one sLiding sash high on the walL near the south edge. A
taLl  br ick chinney r ises f rom the northeast corner of  the at t ic .  The l -ow br ick
addi t ion east of  the or ig inal  bui ld ing was constructed in L923. I ts snal l
south windows have been br icked in and a grade- level  entrance has been added at
the southeast corner.  Double-hung sLiding sash l ight  the east and north
s i d e s .

The buff-br ick north s ide of  the or ig inal  bui ld ing has three t iers of
windows, wi th gLass bLock in the Lower LeveL and single French cross pattern
mulLions above, A f i re escape enclosed in concrete blocks has been added to
this s ide.

On the inter ior ,  the west entrance opens onto a wide stair ,  fLanked by twin
f l ights to the basement.  That leveL contains a l -arge dining haLL, east
ki tchen, of f ices,  lounge, service area6, and an apartnent.  At  the head of  the
stairs on the main f loor is of  a barrel--vauLted haLl  twenty feet  wide,
extending one hundred feet north and south.  The hal l  is  panelJ.ed in nott led
gray marbLe, including piers and piJ-asters wi th sty l - ized Ionic capi ta ls,
support ing a plaster entabLature.  The najor inter ior  space is the large Lodge
Room, measur ing s ixty by one hundred feet,  Bui l t - in,  Leather covered benches
in three t iers l - ine the wal- ls,  except at  the center of  the north end, where a
pair of Greek Doric columns support an entablature and pediuent, franing a
high-backed throne with three seata.  The wal- ls have gray marble wainscott ing,
above which are sha11ow, f luted Greek Doric pi lasters,  separat ing panel-s f raroed
in a f ret  pat tern,  Above the pi lasters is a fuJ. ly developed entablature
incJ-uding tr igLyphs, metopes, and an enr iched cornice,  which forms a cove for
concea led  l igh t ing .  lhe  ce i l ing  is  deep ly  co f fe red ,  w i th  a  la rge  rose t te  in
e a c h  c o f f e r .
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Other main fLoor spaces incLude of f ices and lounges on the west s ide and a
sna11 Lodge Room at the south end. Other robe, propr and snalL neet ing roosts
are Located on an upper Level- ,

Tbe TenpJ"e has a relat ivel-y high degree of  integr i ty overalL,  refLect ing
soLid construct ion and cont inuous, unchanged use. According to records,  the
exter ior  was sandbl-asted in L977. The treatment must have been unusual ly
l igh t ,  as  the  ver t i ca l  too l ing  o f  the  l i -mestone is  s t iL l  read i l y  v is ib le ,
especial ly on the pr incipaL (west)  facade. That s ide is near ly unal- tered,
except for  the insert ion of  the new gJ-ass and metal  central-  door,  probably also
in L977. The north f i re escape and west k i tchen addi t ion ( tgZS )  have inpact
onJ,y on secondary facades. The conversion of  15th Street into the pedestr ian
Centenn ia l  l ' l aL l  in  the  1970s a l te red  the  bu i ld ingrs  se t t ing  to  a  degree,  bu t
the change is arguably a posi t ive one and the Templers relat ionship to
inportant surrounding bui ld ings,  especial ly the State Capi to l ,  is  enhanced by
i t .

The mo6t substant ia l  change has been the recent (1986) replacernent of  the
najor windows on the south facade with dark-gLazed, netal- f rnme windows. This
replacement proj  ect  wa6 undenray before the Nat ional  Register nominat ion was
ini t iated. At the request of  the c i ty and state presen/at ion of f ices,  the
TernpJ-e leadership ref  ra ined f  rom extending this proj  ect  to the west f  ront ,  BS
originaLLy intended. Instead they have restudied the problem and have resolved
to rehabi l i tate the exist ing windows.



8. Signif icance

Period
prehistor ic

_-  _  140G-1499
_. ___ 1 50G-1599
_- 1600-1699

1700-1799
__ 1800-1899

x-  19oo-  L9L7

--  -  -  archeology-prehistor ic
--  -  archeology-histor ic
-  -  agr icu l tu re
-x- archi tecture
- -  - a r t
,__ commerce

-----  communicat ions

-  -  communi ty  p lann ing
- --  conservat ion
- ---  economics
- - - -  educat ion
.  -  engineer ing
- -  - -  explorat ion/set t lement
-- - industry
- . . -  invent ion

Areas of  S ign i f icance-Check and jus t i fy  be low
-  -  landscape archi tecture-- . - , , -  re l ig ion
- -  law ----  science

--  - -  l i terature -  - - , ,  sculpture
- - - -  m i l i ta ry  - -  -  soc ia l /
- - -  music humanitar ian
-_-- philosophy ..-- theater
----  pol i t ics/government - t ransportat ion

-'- other (specify)

Speci f ic  dates 191,6-L9L7, Bui lder rArch i tec l Q:!s_on .Coqq !.qtr_q ! to:r _Lo=l_E !1 e_f11 _1,_-,___Devie_-o f
Berl inghof & Davis

Statement of  Signi f icance l in one paragraph!

The ScottiEh Rite Teople in Lincoln, Nebraska, is loca11y eignificant in
tbe area of architecture (criterion c) as a fine exanple of the Neo-Classical
Revival style, deaonstrating the work of a naster, E11ery L. Davie, Lincolnre
leadinc architect in the first half of the twentieth centurv. The period of
s lgni f icange is  der ived f rom the or ig lnal  construct lon date-  of  the 6ut ld lng (1916-1917) .

Hi6tory
A l,lasonic lodge was organized in Lincola as early ag 1868: the Ancieut

Accepted Scottish Rite was organized 1oca11y in 1889. By 1916. when th. Tenple
saa constlucted, there were aeventeen distinct Masonic organizatione in the
city. on April 6. L9L6, Lincolnrs trDelta Lodge of Perfection No. 4r' voted to
build a lew Scottish Rj.te Tenple. A budget of $80.000 iras 6et, then increaged
to $100.000 nher the 1oca1 Shrine joiDed the project. Lincoln architectB
Berlinghof and Davia were hired, along with Olson Coostruction Conpany, and by
l.tay the work wag undemay.

The senior partner George lerlinghof wae a native of Gernany who practiced
architecture in Nebraska fron 1881, eix years before his partnerrs birth. In
addition to naj or office buildings in Onaha, he designed nany county
courthouses and Csrnegie libraries throughout the state and the region.
Serliaghof settled in Lincqla iq 1905 and served a6 architect for the State of
Nebrgska for several years. Ellery L. Davi6 (1887-1956) was educated at the
University of Nebraska and at Colunlia, then joined Berlinghof as a partner in
1910. Iheir association continued appro:ri"nately seven years and produced
geveral of Lincolnre finest buildinga of that period. including the Mi11er aDd
Paine Departnent Store (LC133C8-362), the Lincoln Connercial GLub
(LC13:C9-120), aad Lillcoln Higb School (LC13:D8-17). The Eraternal Order of
Baglee Aerie No. 147 (LC13:C9-20) ot L9L4 ia aDotber exanple of their fraternal
clubhouge designa but is a rnueh lese arnbitioug building than the Scottish Rite
Teople and has only exterior integrity.

A report of the building conmittee of the Teople indicates that Davia (who
sgg a nember ot the Scottish Bite) saa the partner principally respongible for
this design (_lgg!gl_!t.t"._J.q!g!, 2-25-L9L7. AL4). According to the colrnirtee
teport. the drawinge were practically eonplete before the Shrine j oined the
project, erpanding the Epace requirementa. Tbe report explained:

Therefore to save the coat of replanning, the wa1ls were spread out, the
building brought to the 1ot linee on aL1 four sides. and dropped a little
deeper into the ground to prevent undue encroacbnent upon sidewalk space.
WbiLe this Earled to so@e extent the exterior architectural effect of the
building aad grounde, the connittee believes the long, 1ow, 6traight
claesical linee of the Tenple will wear well and in the end be eninently
sat is factory.
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Tbe cornerstone was l -a id August 8,  L9L6, and the Tenple was dedicated on
Washingtonrs bir thday, Eebruary 22, LgLl ,  i 'wi th only a few electr icaL f ixtures
and a  few p ieces  o f  fu rn i tu r€ . . .m iss ing .  "

In L923 an east, basement-Lqrel- wing was added to the Templ-e, designed by
Davis and Wilson and constructed by OLson Construct ion Co. for  an est imated
$12,000. I t  provided expanded ki tchen faci l - i t ies and a sna1l  d in ing room. In
L973 the lat ter  was converted into a lounge, wi th a separate east entrance, at
an  approx imate  cos t  o f  $64,000.  In  the  1970s 15 th  St ree t  in  f ron t  o f  the  Tenp le
wa6 converted into part  of  Centennial  I "1a1"1,  a pedestr ian-or iented treatnent of
the north anis of  the State Capi to l .

Signi f icance
Several  s izable,  notelrorthy Neo-Glassical-  RevivaL sty le bui ld ings were

constructed in and around LincoLn preceding the construct ion of  the Scott ish
Rite Temple, incLuding the downtown Carnegie Library, the Tenpl-e Buil-ding
( lCfg zC9-4t,  L9O5-7 by John Larenser of  Onaha),  the I ' i rst  I ' lethodist  Church in
Universi ty Place (LC13 eEL2-434, 1908),  the downtown l i rst  Church of  Chr ist
Sc ien t is t  (LC13:C8-17,  1911 by  S.  S .  Beman o f  Ch icago) ,  and Ber l inghof  and
Davis I  own LincoLn High SchooL (  1913) .  To varying degrees, these bui ld ings
display the character: ist ics of  the styLe: large scaLe, s i rnpl ic i ty of  roof l - ines
aad waLl planes, espe(: iaL1y compared to the busier Beaux-Arts Classic ism, and
urradorned, trabeated openings instead of arched or richl-y enfrarned
fenestrat ion.  One l -ocaL var iat ion f rom the styLe as commorr- ly descr ibed is that
the Lincoln bui ld ings use Roman as weLl as Greek orders.

Three of these buildings are extant and are potentiall-y National-
Register-el ig ibLe--Tenp1-e Bui ld ing,  Firet  l " lethodist  Church, Lincoln High
School--but none are as pure exampJ-es of  the styJ-e as the Scott ish Ri te
Temple.  The Tenple project  af forded Davis a very rare opportuni ty in Lincoln,
to achieve the Neo-CLassicaL ideal  of  execut ing the pr incipal  facades
conpLetely in stone. Al l  the other Local-  examples combined stone or terra cot ta
with br ick on the pr incipal  facades. The Second U. S. Post Off ice and Court
House (LC13:G9-L10,  f i r s t  w ing  L9O4-6)  i s  a l "so  s rone,  bu t  d isp lays  the
Beaux-Arts and Renaissance RevivaL strains of  CLassic ism. Furthermore, the
relat ive s inpJ- ic i ty of  funct ions senred by th^ TenpJ-e--essent ia l ly  to provide a
singLe, Large neet ing room--aLLowed for a Neo-Cl"assical  s inpl ic i ty of  exter ior
form to a far greater degree than aome of the other, more progranmatical.J-y
conplex buiLdings.

WhiLe a leap of  inaginat ion may be required, i t  is  not  inappropr iate to
note a degree of  re lat ionship between the Davis Ternple design, especial ly on
the west facade, and sone nat ional l .y prominent Neo-Classical  RevivaL sty le
buildings whieh wer e nearing conpLetion in L9L6. Davis an d his Lincol-n l"lasonic
cl- ients must have been aware of  the Scott ish Ri te TenpJ"e ueder construct ion in
Washington by their  nat ional  orgaaLzat ion,  designed by Johr Russel l  Pope and
bu i l t  fo r  over  $2 ,030,000 be tween 1910 and 1916.  That  s to : te ,  fuJ - ly  per ip te ra l ,
Ionic tenple wi th high basement and stepped at t ic  is s imi l : r r  to the Lincol-n
bui ld ing in only the broadest ways, but i t  d id establ ish t r re styLe and
mater ia ls to be emulated. Henry Baconrs Lincoln Memorial ,  bujJt  between 1913
and L922 for about $3,000,000, provides a c l -oser node].  for  Davist  design in the
coLossal-  Dor ic order (aLbei t  Greek in Washington and Roman in Lincoln),  Lovr,
hor izontaL nass, anC proninent at t ic .
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Subsequent naj or Neo-ClassicaL RevivaL styLe buildings in LincoLn are
largely confined to the University of Nebraska carnpus and uost are design
products of  the Davis and l . l iLson partnership.  That f i rm was responsibl-e for
scores of  buiLdings in and around Lincoln in the t2Os and r30s and cont inues

today as Davis Fenton Stange Darl ing.  Among their  Neo-CLassical  Revival
designs for the Universi ty of  Nebraska are the Col lege of  Business
Adninistrat ion Bui ld ing,  Morr i l l -  HaLl  (L925) ,  and the Col iseurn (L927 )  .  Al l  of
those bui ld ings apply stone coLonnades and other t r im to br ick structuf ,€s.

The Scott ish Ri te Tenple represents LincoLnr s purest ,  most f  u l1-y developed
Neo-Classical RevivaL styl-e building. It tras a high degree of exterior (and

even more unusual ,  inter ior)  integr i ty.  I t  is  a mature,  ear ly work of  El lery
L.  Davis,  who both as junior partner to Ber l inghof and in his subsequent
assoc ia t ion  w i th  Wi lson  des igned a  J -arge  propor t ion  o f  L inco ln rs  bes t  pub l i c
and commercial  bui l -d ings between 1910 and the r50s. On these grounds the
Tenple meets Cr i ter ion C for J- ist ing on the Nat ional-  Register.
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1O. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property LESS THAN ONE-AQBE

Quadrangle name Lincoln,  Nebraska
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Yerbal boundary description and iustif ication This
B lock  92 ,  Or ig ina l  P la r ,  C i r ' y  o f  L inco ln ,
a l l  h i s t o r i c a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  p r o p e r t y .

p r o p e r t y  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  L o t s  7  ,  B ,  a n d  g  o f
Lancas ter  County ,  Nebraska,  inc lud ing

Li t t  a l l  s ta les and count ies lor  propert ies overfapping state dr county boundar ies
n / a

state code county code

state county

I l. Form Prepared By
name/ t i t le  Edward  F .  Z immer .  Ph.  D. / t t t s to r ic  Preserva t ion  P lanner

otganizatlon Llncoln/Lancasrer Cou4y_!]g!!1!g !e-p!j_date Sept . _18 L!9_96

street  & number 555 So.  10th Sr- . te fephone (402)  47I-7 49I

city or town Lincoln state Nebr.

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

- national -- state x locaf

As the de3ignaled Slale Hlsiorlc Praservatlon Ofllcer lor the National Hlstorlc Preservallon Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property lor inclusipqin the National Register and certi ly that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set

State Historic Preservation Otlic lr signature

y the Nat lona[ Pa ce.

t i ' e  D i rec to r ,  Nebraska Sta te to r j . ca l  Soc ie ty date /C- 2Z - Sb
For NPS use only

I hereby certity that thls pr operty ls Included In the Natlonal Reglster
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