
Brian P. McKeon 

Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Policy 

Brian P. McKeon was confirmed as the Principal Deputy Under 

Secretary of Defense for Policy on July 28, 2014.  He is responsible 

for advising the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy and the 

Secretary of Defense on all matters pertaining to the development and 

execution of U.S. national defense policy and strategy. 

Previously, Mr. McKeon served as Deputy Assistant to the President, 

Executive Secretary of the National Security Council (NSC), and 

Chief of Staff for the National Security Council staff at the White 

House, a position he held from 2012-2014.  In this position, he was 

the Chief Operating Officer for two National Security Advisers, 

managing all administrative, budget, and personnel matters for the 

NSC staff.  Prior to joining the NSC staff, Mr. McKeon served as the Deputy National Security 

Advisor to the Vice President from 2009 to 2012, where he advised Vice President Biden on all 

national and homeland security matters.  

Before serving in the Executive Branch, Mr. McKeon was Chief Counsel for the Democratic 

members of Senate Foreign Relations Committee from 1997 to 2009; he served concurrently as 

Deputy Staff Director from 2007 to 2009.  In addition to helping to manage the Committee’s 

agenda and staff, he played a lead role on nominations, treaties, the management and operations 

of the Department of State, and was deeply involved in a broad range of regional and functional 

issues. 

Mr. McKeon served as a law clerk to U.S. District Judge Robert G. Doumar of the Eastern 

District of Virginia in 1995 to 1996.  Earlier in his career, he worked for Senator Joseph R. 

Biden, Jr. in various capacities from 1985 to 1995, including seven years as a Legislative 

Assistant for Foreign Policy and Defense.  

Mr. McKeon received a B.A. in Government and International Studies from the University of 

Notre Dame and a J.D. from the Georgetown University Law Center. 

 


