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BASEBALL.
AUSTRALIMJEIS.

OUR GAME GROWING STS&DILY IN 
POPULAR FAVOR.

The Outlook For Next Season Bright
 Intercolonial Matches Arranged 

The Present Pennant Race, Etc.
MELBOURNE, July 8.  Editor SPOETINQ 

IjlFK:   The season in Victoria is now draw 
ing to a close, and at the present time it 
promises to be an exciting one, as the follow 
ing table of the Victorian League will show: 

1'J.jej. \t»u. Lott. To H«J. 
Fernnjon Mitchell... ...._.. 9 8 1 S
MelroiioliUn..... ............. B 783
SI>.il)onrue...... ............... 9 7 S 8
Blrhmuud C. C.... ............ 8441
 n'iroy.......... .............. 8 8 « «
 Victoria........................ 9 178
Ei.-hnmiid B. K. C .......... 9 0 9 S

 Virlurm and Fftzror made a lie game which was 
e»lli-d on account ot darkncij.
  The game has taken long steps towards 
popularity with the people the past two 
months anil at this early day there is pros 
pect of a strong league of ten clubs in Mel 
bourne and the suburbs next season. Of 
course our attendance has been very good of 
late, as we play before the foot ball matches, 
which draw from ten to thirty thousand on 
each of the six grounds here in this city 
alone, and as they can see both base ball and 
football for the same admission and Saturday 
always being a half holiday, they come to s*ee 
our game first out of curiosity, and now a 
Jarge number of people will come because 
they any its a "blooming good game," and 
they applaud the players on their merits and 
bet lively on runs and base hits. So it is 
very encouraging to those who have worked 
for this end.

In Adelaide and Broken Hill the game is 
more popular than here, but our not having 
a ground to play on in the summer hindered 
us somewhat here. But they also play a 
much better game in Victoria, and the score 
usually runs as follows:  12-9, ,9-7, 10-2, etc.

A meeting of the Victorian Base Ball 
League was held last night (Monday, July 7) 
'with the secretary of the South Australian 
Base Ball League present and a series of in 
tercolonial matches was arranged between 
the two colonies, the South Australian team 
to play in Melbourne Jan. 1, 2 and 3, and the 
"Victorian team playing iu Adelaide at Easter 
time. Aside from these games there will be 
Tasmania and Broken Hill teams to meet,
 which, together with the regular 'League 
matches, will make a very interesting season 
for us. H. II. SIMPSON.

MORE EXTENDED MENTION.

p 
d

American "Crowds" Totally Eclipsed by 
Australian Gatherings— What the Futtire 
Has in Store For Our Hapless Yankees
•A Suggestion to American Foot Ball 
Players, Etc.
MELBOFRNE, July 5.   Editor SPOKTINO 

LIFE:   In your issue of May 3, ou the front 
age you have a special from New Yo'rk, 
ated May 2, which says:  "On Friday (May 

9) next the New York and Boston Players' 
League teams play their first game in this 
city, and the occasion will be a memorabl e 
one, as there will be seen the largest gather 
ing ever at a ball game iu this or any other 
country. There can be no doubt of this, as 
the admission is to be practically free." The 
special then goes on to say that this will come 
about owing to the New York World (5c.) 
giving a coupon of admission to the game to 
whoever bought the paper on Sunday. Curi 
ous to see wiiat this number would be, espe 
cially as I thought your correspondent was 
taking a pretty large order, I turn to your 

-V:°U£ 'it' M.?!''!' V i   x _r"^p _*J]P gtme is recorded 
and I find that "the turnstile^c^ftrVrWnW^wi. 
that 13,213 people, passed the gates," "but that 
there were probably 17,000 people oil the 
field."

There are other figures given, but whether 
they are in addition or not I don't know, but 
I chuck them all in and I find a total not ex 
ceeding 23.043, and this is what you Star 
Spangled Banner, spread eagle, ITncle Sam's 
folk's people call a crowd   "the largest 
gathering ever at a ball game in this or any 
other country." Good gracious, why we here 
in Melbourne, with only a 300,000 population, 
only consider 20,000 people a fairly good at 
tendance, and if I am not very much mis 
taken a game of base ball was played here on 
the East Melbourne ground a week or two 
ago at which there were present from 25,000 
to 30,000 people. True, after the base ball 
match there was a foot ball match, but this 
crowd paid a bona fide admission fee and saw 
the base ball match. Melbourne calls New 
York down.

SPECIMEN AUSTRALIAN "CROWDS."
Now let me tell you without the least bit 

of exaggeration or boasting that we here 
reckon 20,000 at a foot ball match a fair at 
tendance, and this too when half a dozen big 
foot ball matches are being played on as many 
different grounds. I reckon Melbourne will 
turn into her playing grounds 100,000 to 
125,000 people every Saturday, and as all this
 winter the Victoria League have been play 
ing their base ball pennant matches in front 
of the foot ball matches, only leaving off play- 
ing base ball when the bell was rung "time" 
for the foot bailers to enter the arena, you 
can see what we are doing to introduce the 
game. True, these crowds do not attend the 
cricket matches, and, therefore, when base 
ball supplants cricket and becomes the furore 
here as it is in America don't yon see that 
we lire going to "go you several better" in 
base ball as we do in other athletic sports. 
"The national bird" of Australia can make 
big leaps, remember, and is going to come out 
right on top in athletics every Dop. And you 
Americans can paste this in your hats to re 
member. I'm going to live (if I am not cut 
down early) to see Australia beat you for the 
world's base ball championship yet, and one 
cf these days I'm coming over to the States to 
collect » sufficient quantity of new bats, or a 
whole wardrobe for that matter, right ou that 
statement. Call 25,000 a big crowd! In the 
vernacular, "Wot are you a givin' us?" 

SI.Ml'SON'S IMPORTANT MISSION.
But now I'll tell you. It is not unlikely 

Mr. H. IL Simpson may sail in the steamer 
following the one that carri^ this letter for 
the States on a business trip. . He will proba 
bly, however, stop over at Honolulu. Mr. 
Sinipson may come out also 'commissioned to 
talk business with your foot tjall clubs  and if 
you have got auy gilt-edge'd, one hundred 
cents to the dollar, foot ball players in that 
great country of yours, "which is bounded ou 
the north by the aurora borealis, on the 
south by the Southern cross, on the east by 
the rising sun and the west by eternity," and 
these players think they know how to play 
foot-ball  if they will come over here we will 
give them all the games they want, with fig 
ures such as I have quoted. That is, provided 
they can play foot ball, but if we can run 
through them as we can nil the rest of the 
world, they will get one good gate, say 25,000 
to 30000, and then only  nothing. If they 
can lick us or hold theirown fairly well, then 
there is as much wealth here for them in 
gates as there will be when we send you a 
base ball team that will make Anson feel sick 
and take all the chipper out of Ward.

BASE BALL GROWING.
As to base ball here  well its going on

 readily day by day, winning approval, but I 
must confess that "The Old Laud" and "Our 
Kin Across the Sea," have eclipsed us en 
tirely. This is sad when we remember how 
brilliant at one time theprospect here looked. 
Still we are not losing ground. The policy, 
I have before alluded to, of playing the pen- 
jiant matches previmi.3 to foot ball matches, is 
initiating the people into the mysteries ot 
base ball and what is more they are catching 
on and as they grow to understand it they 
come again. The thousands who come to see 
foot ball get a base ball match thrown in, 
ami when they get to understand what it is 
all about they begin to applaud and good 
plays now begin to evoke ringing cheers from

these foot ball crowds. There is now, I am 
pleased to be able to say, every likelihood of 
our having a base ball "park" for next sum 
mer's games. Nothing definite is yet fixed, 
but it promises to be.

A SFOGESTION TO FOOT BAI.LBBS. 
Last Wednesday's Sportsman contains an 

article addressed to the foot ball association, 
advocating steps being taken to bring about a 
series of foot ball matches between America 
and Australia. Time will tell how it will be 
taken up, and in my next I may be able to 
fjive you distinct news on this matter. The 
foot ball season begins here on May l,and 
closes at the end of September, and, excepting 
a few odd days when ther« is heavy rains, 
play can hedone every day (barring Sundays) 
between these dates if desired. . We have no 
snow or ice in winter here except on the hills 
and high tablelands, and little or no frost. 
Wet is the only thing that stops' games, and 
the wet here is not of the day in and day out 
sort, but consists of copious showers at inter 
vals of days or weeks. The average winter is 
bright, sunny and clear with occasional vtet 
days, and most of the showers come during 
:hc night. Your foot bailers could be home 
to play the latter end of your Indian summer 
and early November, and they could play in 
March in the States. Their idle time would 
be during the hard weather you have in 
winter, that is all. This ought to be good 
business.

DRIFTWOOD.
Will you or your New Haven correspond 

ent, or Mr. Chadwick, tell me why the run 
does not count, as supposed by your New 
Haven correspondent, in his letter of April 
30 in your issue of May 3, on page 3, fourth 
column?

Some time ago, before the present Austra 
lian eleven sailed for England, I suggested 
to them to take base ball material along, and 
during the voyage study the game so that 
they could adopt the admirable suggestion of 
your correspondent in England, "Viator," 
ind play a series of games at base bnll on 
their unengaged days, and I printed "Via 
tor's" letter which dealt with the point. The 
suggestion was, however, ignored, and now 
the Australian team is "in th«- soup" with 
cricket, and doubtless think it might have 
been just as well not to be so very superior to 
an outside suggestion. Men are said to learn 
wisdom by experience. Let us hope they 
will. II. J. KESDALL.

FKOM KAIAKAU'S DOMAIN.
The Championship Kace of the Hawaii 

League—The ClosiugGames—The Kccord,
Ktc.
HONOLULU, July 25. Editor SPOUTING 

LIFE: The season of the Hawaii Base Ball 
League is rapidly drawing to a close; only 
four more games to be played. If the Kame- 
hamehos win their game with the Houolulns 
August 2 they will be the champions for 1890. 
Should the Hawaiis win their last two games 
and the Kaniehamehas lose the above game 
the two clubs will tie. The game on June 12 
ended in a bad beating for the Stars, as the 
following score will show: 
K.IMKHA'A. AH.B.B. r A. E STAR. AB.R.B. P. A. i 
J'anliail.e.... 622 6 11 Chan.rr.r2b, 5 21141
Wist. cf......6 01 0 0 OC"n \VilJer,c5 11131
Warner rf... 612 0 0 1J. P,-rry, rf.. 5 2 2 1 00 
D«vi», p...... 6 3 1 0 8 1 E.\VouVe,3b5 1 2 5 23
Mahnk», Ib. 0 4 2 13 0 0 U's WiM'r.ss 5 0 0 182 
L>wel»°», 2b 5 4 3 6 S3 Bruner, cf... 511 1 00 
Mnkaimoku i winter. If.... 5 1 0 2 01

» ...... ... 5 2 1 0 3 0 A. Perry, Ib 5 1 2 12 00
BaM'n.'ib, p..5 00332

Tot»I......45 1J 927 1511kai. 3b..... 5 12120 
Richards, If.fl 0 0 1 01

Total...... 5017 1427177
Kamehaiuehn.............. 3 1201046 0 17
Sar.............................1 00 309420 9

Ettrued runs K&nieliamehas 2. Two-base hits  
Pahau. LawelbWO. Three-bust* hit Lawtlawe. Home 
ruo Lawelitwe. Stolen bast-;* Kumehnmelias 8, Star 
7. First on bulls  Pahau, Laneluwe, Malmka, Winter, 
A. Perry, Cbttrlel Wilder, n it by pitcher  Din-is 
Chandler, Chan. Wilder. Struck out barm 5, Chan 
dler 1. Umpin-8  W. A. Wall »ni Grupp. Time 2:05.

Following is the score of the game July 19:
HONOLULU. AB.It-B. P. A.I

Wode'.iou'e.c 3 10 
G. I.IICM, »«.. i 1 2
Whitney. 2b 4 0 0 B 11

A. Luc»>. if.. 4 001 
Datba, If..... 4 010

HAWAII. AB.B. B. P. A. B
6 0 
0 0 
I 0

ThompMD.H 4 001 
K»i», cf....... 4 1 1 0
Dun, c......... 4 006

2150 Pryce, Ib..... 3 2 1 13 11

2b............ 4 013
P»ikef, lb...4 0 0 12 0 0 Seit, If.........4 1 3 0
Coyue, cf..... 4 1 3 1 0 OjLnahiwa, 3b.4 0 3 3
W. Lucas, p. 3 0 0 2 80, Meek, p....... 300 0

Total,   3438 27; j'

e o 
o o 
o o 
5 o

I Tol»l...... S.44 10 'Si 20 I
Honolulu .....................0 0012000 0 3
Hai>-ail.........................0 2000200 0 4

Earned raw Honolulu 1, Hawaii 1. Tbni-ba** 
hit O. Lucas. Stolen bases Honolulu 5, Hawaii 4. 
First on balls By Lucas 1, by Meek 2. Struck out  
T-j Llltai 3, by Meek t. Pa«ed hails  Wodolnnue 2. 
Double plays  Ilawsil 3. L?(t on bases H-molulu 6, 
Hawaii 4. Wild pilches W. Lucai 3. Umpires  
0. E. 3o»rdtn»n and VV. V. l.ockwood. Time 1:25.

The standing of the clubs in the champion 
ship up to July 19 is as follows, each club 
having to play nine games.

Won.Lost.Pcrc't.| Won.Lost.P«rc'tv 
Ksmeham'j 6 2 .7iO i Honolulu . 2 4 .333 
Hawaii...... 4 3 .571 |it»r.......... 2 6 .285

W. T.

A FLAG FOR BROOKLYN,
Possibly Two, But at AH Events Both of 

the Church City Clubs Are Hot After 
the Pennants and Have Hopes of Get 
ting There—What Is Thought and Said 
of Their Chances—General Talk of the 
Players.
BROOKLYN, Ang. 14. Editor SPORTING 

LIFE: Guessing on th« compromise fud is so 
much like hard work that the philosophical 
have taken to counting chances on the pen 
nants. Babe Anson is largely responsible for 
the latest freak, through his recent break re 
garding Brooklyn's probable standing at the 
hnish. That six feet of blonde Western non 
entity, for some reason or other, can see noth 
ing good in the City of Churches possibly 
Spaldiug won't permit him but be that as it 
may, he talked about how easily Chicago 
could get away with Byrne's men until he 
suddenly dropped to the fact that the public 
was giving him np as a hopeless case of 
paresis, and then he took another tack. All 
thetimehewas doing his wind-jamming he 
and his club were being rolled in the mire of 
defeat by the Brooklyn men, and when they 
got deep enough into the mud to feel it, Anse 
 that is one of his pet appellations got to 
talking about the pennant. According to his 
calculations the Bridegrooms would not be in 
it. Bostou was his favorite. Why, he could 
not exactly say, except that Brooklyn's pitch 
ing department was not up to par that is 
Anson's par. Terry, he discovered, was a 
great man, great indeed, but the support 
given him was not near high water, and in 
consequence the handsome twirler's efforts 
were and would be nil. Caruthers was not in 
form, he argued, and was not likely to be, and 
Lovett, too, was slightly slippery for the 
present stage of the game.

WHAT THE FACTS ABB.
Mr. Anson could not go any further than 

this, because probably his brain capacity was 
not equal to the effort. If he had come out 
)!ump and plain with the facts as they are  
.hat Brooklyn has only twenty games to play 
lome and Boston twenty-four, that our out- 
ield is a succession of patch-works and that 
he playing of pitchers in the field was liable 
:o weaken'the battery work the public in 
general might come to the conclusion that 
here was at least a trifle in his talk. But he 
lid not. It looks very much as though he 
ook forty winks to dream out the situation, 
weity much as a coon or, to be more polite, 
a negro gentleman settles himself to doze on 
a policy problem. The coon dreams that a 
vhite horse means play 22 for a gig, and a 
)lack cow coming after indicates that a wise 
man would saddle the gig and add all the 
rest of the trappings. Anson evidently only 
caught the white horse, and that is Boston in 
lis dream book, and so Boston goes for the 
pennant. But despite his vapory prognosti 
cations, the Bridegrooms aregoingit at a nice, 
even pace, and if they only come away from 
:he Hub unscathed the flag will be largely 
heirs.

As I write they have one of the three in 
their pockets and it needs only a solid front 
:o get the remainder. All the world knows 
low nice the Bean-eaters went under at 
Brooklyn last week twice in succession, and 
low bad weather possibly saved them from a 
triple defeat. If the same snap is shown by 
Ryrne's men-on their present trip, a like dose 
is only a matter of course for the band of the 
Triumvirs. The Bridegrooms will have a 
rocky road fo travel during the last month of 
the campaign, and if they only keep their 
chests out and a bone in their upper lips 
they'll come out high flyers at the extreme 
upper end of the procession. If they fail to 
win the banner though, it will not be due to 
the cause ascribed by Spalding's man, but 
simply untoward circumstances and the fact 
that the constant shifting of players may 
weaken the best men at their regular posi 
tions. Please note this prognostication.

JOHN WARD'S CHANCES. 
A number of other chumps of the Anson 

breed, who talk simply because they can't 
help themselves, have been paying attention 
;o Brooklyn on the Players' end pretty much 
on the same principle. Oh, yes; Ward'smen 
are pretty good ball players, they argue; but 
hen, alongside Kelly and Kwing, they, ah  

well, a-^r£ally and then, out of pure charity, 
hej/stop. TTTeyTl yiniit everything in the 

ofgo<>d ball 1

JUMPING AT CONCLUSIONS.
A Harmful Tendency to Seize and Dilate 

Upon All Unreliable Keports.
The Pittsburg Press editorially calls atten 

tion to a decidedly reprehensible practice in 
connection with the gathering and dissemina 
tion of base ball news. It well says:

"The evil of the present hour in bass ball 
circles seems to b», not only on the part of mag 
nates, but players generally, a rashness to jump 
at conolutions. Too much talk is circumnairi- 
gatin£ the realm of tho national game. Within 
48 hours possibly the most important rumor hia 
been regarding the selling out of four of the 
prominent mouibers of tho New York Players' 
Leigua Club to Day, Spaldinz, Anson, ot al. 
Talk on the subject is BO bewildering that it is 
practically worthless. We are informed early 
Saturday that Evring vehemently declared tbere 
was not an atom of truth in it, and he was de 
termined to live or die, professionally, with the 
Brotherhood. Toward the late houra of Sunday 
morning advicoi from the East itated that Buck 
was acting strangely had suddenly become 
aon-o»mrnitUl and latter on could not be found. 
Anson yesterday insinuated that there was a 
grent deal more in the situation in question than 
had keen dreamed of in the philosophy of eouie 
tanguine moguls of the Players' League. Ke- 
lult talk; nothing definite.

"Another illustration of the jumping at con 
clusion business is found in connection with Ted 
Sullirsn, manager (or supposed to be) of the 
Washington. Since Saturday night it mny be 
found that 'Ted Sullivan will try and hold the 
Wiuhington team together and keep it in the 
Atlantic Association;' 'Sullivan, surnamed Ted, 
U thinkiig of reappearing on the diamond again, 
having'recently been tendered some good offers;' 
'Ted Suilirun is hustling for players for the 
Piltsburg National League team, and will likely 
man»g« O'Neill's Own.' Not to bad for Ted, as 
a neffjpaper record inside of 24 hours, and al 
though Anon declared yesterday evening that 
Sullivin had arrived in the city with Philiips 
aud another pitober for the Pittsburg League 
Club, a tour of the hotels failed to materialize 
the gentlenan in question. Indications, bovr- 
eyer, poiat to the probability that the gyrating 
Teddy ij flirting with O'Neill's Own in this im 
mediate violnity. Saturday morning Viau, tbe 
handsome collegiate gentleman released by the 
Cincinnatia, was a sure and certain member of 
the Pittsburgh. Since that time we learn tbat 
he is to play in tix different olubs, nearly every 
baie ball association in the universe, excepting 
LUrr's English and the Australians. Still no 
corner in tbe talk market.

"Thi§ morning, from Cincinnati, we learn that 
Latham ha* caught the town; thai a decided op 
position previuls against him because he was 
promoted to the captaincy over the heads of «ome 
of the old-time Red Stocking favorites; that the 
players are all broken up because they have lost 
the active Arlie; that the Players' were glad to 
get rid of the clown. Ail talk. Tbe public are 
confused. They are in a sensitive mood on the 
subject of base ball. It has been noticeable ol 
late that oflicial news over their signatures ha« 
been lacking from the presidents and eecreta- 
tariei of the respective leagues. Why can't these 
gentleman officially take cognizance, promptly, 
of such important subjects and ease tha publio 
mind, otherwise conditions will drift into tuch a 
ebapo that there will be no public mind to eats."

^®-TnE SPOKTISO LIFE will be mailed 
post paid to any address in the United States 
anil Canada one year for $4.00, six months for 
$2.25, three months for $1.25.

the team has clung to the front all the .season, 
hut then, they will argue, with many regrets 
that they do not believe Ward's club can hold 

pace with Ewing's or Kelly's when the 
latter "see fit to make a start." My idea is 
that if New York and Boston intend to make 
any big start they had better be up and about 
it. The Eastern Park aggregation are not the 
set of mortals to lay down on the home stretch 
after a hard run around the course. They 
have fallen a little short in certain essentials 
necessary to full success all around, but on 
ball playing they have been there. The ar 
gument is made here, too, that the Brooklyn 
Players are lackiug in pitching ability, but 
the claim holds very little water. They do 
manage to make a record occasionally, and 
this, together with the stick and general field 
work, enables the club to keep well to the 
front, which is about all that is desired.

ONE LITTLE STORY AFLOAT. 
Of the many reasons offered why Ward's 

men will not finish first in the Players' tussle 
is this, and mind you they are by far not all 
National Leaguers who advance the argu 
ment, that Boston, New York, nor Chicago 
have ever tried hard to beat Brooklyn at 
dome, and that when the big stars of these 
clubs warmed the bench it was more than 
anything else to give Brooklyn a chance tc 
win. Rather long drawn, don't you think so? 
It is true that some of these stars did fail to 
put in an appearance at certain times in this 
city, but I question whether the same tiling 
was not due more to the fact that the sak 
big luminaries were not in condition to do 
anything of note. They can all talk as they 
please, but none of them can get over thai 
stonewall infield and lightning outfield tha* 
John Ward never tires of boasting of. ] 
really cherish a well-grounded hope that the 
Eastern Park men wUl win the flag in their 
class.

SOME INCIDENTAL BITS.
Lost, strayed or stolen is a proper label for 

Darby O'Brien just now. It may be that he 
will have materialized before this sees the 
light, but all the same up to date he is very 
much of a mizzle to theordinary Brooklymte 
He wired that he would start for Brooklyn 01 
the 10th inst., and here it is the 14th and none 
can say where Darby is. Can it be that we 
are to lose the royal good fellow and grea 
captain and left fielder?

The Sunday Observance people last nigh 
stuck bright-hued ieathers.illoverthemselve: 
and made the announcement that they h?.c 
succeeded in killing Sunday ball playing a 
Ridgewood. This crowd have said equallj 
crazy things since their organization, ant 
they know as well as the general public tha 
had not Jim Kennedy and Scotchy Wallace 
fallen out, Sunday ball playing would m al 
probability have been very much of a soum 
reality at Ridgewood to-day.

There were three big diamonds lost a 
Coney Island on Sunday last and one of them 
was the property of Tom Buras. Ths proba 
We thieves that clutched two of them ar 
prisoners, but the holders of Tommy's spark 
are still unknown and he mourns the loss o 
a $250 stud. Bob Clark, too, is credited with 
losing a headlight that usually adorns hi 
shirt front, but where he missed it or whenci 
it has gone are matters known only to himsell

SO>*GS AND TALKS.
John Ward sung "Annie Rooney" to th 

tune of "McGinty" last night at a hall nea 
Eastern Park, where the Players were being 
dined. But when it is told that John Mont 
gum had Frankforters and custard pie on hi 
plate at one and the same time his perform 
ance need not be wondered at. Mr. Ward i 
a Chesterfield from away down South, am 
when the wonderful feed was flashed on th 
gathering he went at it like a loyal Teuton 
The banquet was arranged by some of th 
leading men in the upper section of the cit; 
and proved a big success in every particular 
All hands walked home, which is saying a 
great deal for East New York.

Tom Lovett's finger that was injured in on 
of the Boston games last week is all rlgh 
again and he is due to pitch to-day.

Geo. Andrews is playing a fiend's game m 
centre for Ward. Some of hia catches ar 
marvels.

The same can also be said for McQeachy 
who is very much alive in right.

The whistling coon and Col. Tom Wilkin

son, four feet broad and five high, are tussling 
or the ontside honors at Eastern Park.

Donovan is temporarily in the shade with 
he Bridegrooms and the sight of Daly on 

first base and Foutz in centre field is one of 
he treats of the day.

Two wtiitewhshes in succession at the 
lands of Mutrie's mules! Ye gods! Could 

anything more terrible be imagined? There 
vas a heavy plunk of gloom in this 
>ailiwick on Tuesday at sundown.
John Ward has taken to wrestling hia coon, 

he whistler I mean, and he has pretty much 
fa pudding at it.
Some people wonder why Charlie Byrne 

rears a perpetual smile these peculiar days, 
le holds a trump card that will win in three 
lifferent ways, and hardly a dozen have 
uessed what it is so far. 
Our base ball days end early in September 

lere, unless one or two pennants are brought 
>ack, and that is one reason why both clubs 

are so hot after the flags. J. F. itONSOLLT.

CATCHKR ZIMMKB,

Tho is Making a Phenomenal Record For
Continuous Catching.

Charles L. Zimmer was born at Marietta,
0., on the 23d day of March, 1860. While a

roung man he p^waed apprenticeship in a
abinetmaker's shop and is a practical work-

nan. He first began to play ball with the
ronton (O.) team, one of the strongest ama-
enr organizations in southern Ohio. He
aught for other Ohio clubs, and finally got
nto eastern company, playing in the Hudson

liver Valley League and with some of the 
crack semi-professional organizations of New 
York State. Zimmer's work first began to 
ittract attention in the base ball world when 
IB was a member of the Poughkeepsie (N. 

Y.) Club in 1886. From Poughkeepsie he 
went to Rochester, N. Y., and in the latter 
mlf of li$87 the Cleveland Club, then a mem- 
>er of the American Association, purchased 
lis release from Rochester. Since then he 
ms been identified with the Cleveland Club's 
nterests. He is married and haa a family of 
liree little girls. He resides on Woodland 
rlills, Cleveland, in a house of his own, which 
s filled with tasty articles of furniture, all 
lis own handiwork. Zimmer is a powerful 
latter, although not what might be called a 

safe batter. There is one thing in Zimmer's 
avorthat no more than half a dozen profes 

sional ball players in the country can boast 
of. He has never taken a drink of any kind 
of intoxicating liquor in his life, and has 
never used tobacco in any shape. He is the 
iresent captain of th* Cleveland National 
League Club, and has the full confidence of 
ts directors.

AN UMPIBK'S TREATMENT.

Bausewine, of the Western Association,
Assaulted and Released. 

OMAHA, Aug. 10. It is Umpire Bausewine 
no longer. Secretary Rocbe dropped on him 
resterday afternoon and told him in terse 
English that his services were no longer re 
quired by the Western Association. He evi- 
Icntly expected to bear it, and it did not tike ' long to prepare to If  *u ~ ":t" -* 

CHADWICK'S CHAT.
A Gathering of Altfpiateg—The System of 

"ITrae B&H" and Its Evil Consequences— 
More Batting Theories—A Point lu Rules 
—Praise For the Brooklyn*, Kte.
NEW YORK, Aug. 13. Editor SPOBTIKO 

LIFE: Mr. A. G. Spalding sent for me to 
come and see him last Friday, before he sailed 
for England and I went over to 241 Broadway 
that dny and there had the pletisureof meeting 
not only the Spalding brother?, but Messrs. 
Day and Keach and Mr. Byrne hadleftonly a 
short while before. It was simply a gather 
ing to wish A. G. ion voyage, and a jollier 
party of League magnates I never saw to 
gether. Had brother Pickenson seen the 
quartette of League presidents chatting to 
gether that day he would have had a column 
in the World the next day, with a display 
head,abouf'Secret Conference of the National 
League Magnates!" "The Desperate Strait 
They Are In!" "Their Private Desire for 
the Compromise!" etc., etc. But if he had 
heard their talk together on the occasion, as I 
did, he would have thought that the war was 
coming to an end rapidly, and that the base 
ball rebellion was approaching its Appomat- 
toz. A. G. is getting stout tinder the "great 
mental strain" he has been subjected to. So 
is Al Reach, while Cha1?. H. Byrne's genial 
smiles are returning to him. John B. Day, 
too, though with more to dwell upon in the 
way of disappointment than the rest of the 
party, is taking things more in Mark Tapley 
style. Evidently the League's situation at 
present is not troubling the magnates half as 
bad as it is the "other fellows" in the fight.

I told the Chicago Club's president that I 
thought the free ticket system, which both 
the warring leagues had adopted, was an ad 
dition to the big blunders of this campaign 
of blunders. His reply was to the effect that 
he left it in Morion's hand;* to do as he liked 
in the matter and Morion had followed the 
P. L.'Club of Chicago's example, but only to 
a limited extent. Spalding had some figures 
about the P. L. attendance at Chicago during 
Aug. 4, 5 and 6, which he gave me as a sample 
of what the "Comiskey crowd "had been doing 
all along. Here are the statistics, which A. 
G. said were perfectly reliable, as lie can 
prove if required:

Anno'd Aetna! GroM
Brotherhood League Guinea. Atteu'e. Atto'e. Rec's. 

Aug. 4, Chicago with New York.. SOW 617 8365.00 
Au». 5, Chicago with Cleveland.. 2147 8« 488.75 
Aug. 6, Chi'a with 01M (i same') 2^28 846 484.26

This gives the average receipts at $223 per 
game. The above is but the latest sample of 
the false counting given out to the newspa 
pers.

I believe in Mr. Byrne's policy in the mat 
ter of treating the strike, and that is for the 
National League to go on transacting its 
business in its usual way, without regard to 
what the strikers are doing. Whatever other 
League clubs have been doing in copying the 
Players' League blundering plan of free tick 
ets, certainly, the Brooklyn Club has not en 
gaged in it. Their "deadhead list," in fact, 
has not been as large as it was in 1889, as 
Charley Ehbetts can show by his books; and, 
certainly, that of New York has not been, for 
when the latter club was at the Polo Grounds 
the extortionate demands the New York Club 
had to submit to from politicians and their 
heelers made that club's deadhead list the 
largest in the League. This giving way of 
free tickets was a big mistake of the Players' 
League Club at the outset, and it was a worse 
mistake on the part of the National League 
clubs to follow it. It cheapens the game, 
brings into the grounds the most objection 
able of the class of spectators, and drives out 
the best class of patrons. The worst portion 
of the crowd in the grand stand of every pro 
fessional club is that which includes the 
deadheads. These form the majority of the 
kickers in the crowd. Men who pay to see a 
game are not the growlers and kickers, as a 
rule. It is the deadhead class who try to 
hide their position by making a noise and 
a fuss.

.iis~ memory will^f ̂ily as a 
nightmare. He departed on an evening train 
i'or Kansas City.

He knows, however, what President Dick 
JtcCormick thinks of him, and he will not 
soon forget, as it was too forcibly impressed 
upon his mind. Not satisfied with making an 
exhibition of himself at the ball park in the 
afternoon, he took occasion to call President 
McCormick to task on the street a short time 
afterward. McCormick was in no mood to be 
trifled with, as the sight of Bausewine re 
vived too many unpleasant memories, and 
when the latter opened his mouth the Asso 
ciation's presidentswung his umbrella against 
the umpire's head with such hearty good will 
that the weapon was shattered and the vic 
tim's head came within an ace of being 
knocked off his shoulders. He retired from 
the field without further argument. 

WHAT BAUSWINE SAYS.
Ex-Umpire Bauswine told how he hap 

pened to be assaulted by President McCor 
mick, of the Omaha Club. He was scheduled 
to umpire the game there between Omaha and 
Des Moines, but was refused admittance when 
he presented himself at the gate. He pur 
chased a ticket, but it was promptly torn up 
and Bauswine was told that be would not be 
admitted under any circumstances. Then he 
purchased another ticket, which he intends to 
use as evidence in a suit which lie will bring 
against the Omaha Club for damages. A short 
time later he met President McCormick and 
demanded to know why he had been denied 
admission to the grounds. Hot words passed 
and McCormick struck the ex-umpire with 
his umbrella. Bauswine consulted a lawyer 
before leaving Omaha, and the latter said he 
had an excellentcaseagaiusttheOinahaClub. 

   «   
CHAPSIAN EXPLAINS.

The Facts From His Standpoint In the 
Forfeited Syracuse Game.

The following letter from Manager Chap 
man to President Phelps, regarding the dis 
puted Syracuse Sunday game, explains itself:

"LouisviLLB, Ky., Aug. 7. Zach Phelpt, 
President American Base Ball Association. My 
Dear Sir: The Louisville Base Bill Club de 
clined to play tho Syracase Club at Syracuse, 
Sunday, Aus;. 3, as I had received notice from 
Chief of Police Wright, of that city, that he 
would arrest and look all hands np over night 
should we attempt to play the game. Mr. Fra 
zer, of the Syracuse Club, as well as Wes!ey 
Curry, the regular umpire, wore also notified. 
Curry would Dot go to the grounds as he was 
positive the game could not be played and he 
would simply bo arrested if any attempt was 
made on his part to have the clubs play. Fra 
zer said he would not guarantee us any money 
and we must take our chances at getting the 
regular guarantee or a portion of the receipts. 
Frazer well knew that both clubs wouU have 
been arrested bad one inning of the game been 
played on the ground near the Iron Pier at 
Syracuse. The game should have been played 
as scheduled at Three Hirers, where we played 
together on May 25. Frazer and his players 
wont to the Iron Pier grounds, Sunday, Aug. 3, 
and selected a man as umpire who Is neither a 
regular or substitute, and had his men go on the 
field in the mud six inches deep, and his pitcher 
pitch an old ball nine times over the plate, 
which could not seen as tbe mud was BO thick 
and deep, and the pioked-up umpire then gave 
the game to the Syracuse Club by a score of 9 to 
0, which, according to the rules of the Associa 
tion, he had no right to do. I claim that the 
Louisville Club did right in obeying the order of 
Chief of Police Wright, and that Frazer and his 
Stars have no case whatever. For anything 
further in this matter I beg to refer you to tho 
Mayor or Chief of Polios of Syracuse.

Youri Tery respectfully, JOHN C. CDAPUAIT,
Manager Louisville Base Ball Club.

They Knew Thoir Men Long Ago.
"Tho modern baso ball player Is a migb'y nn. 

certain quantity when it comes down to a ques 
tion of finances, and the men behind tho old 
League are just beginning to take advantage of 
the faot." Philadelphia Record.

Just beginning? What were they doing 
last winter and how did they recapture thirty- 
three of their old players?

Where could be found a worse grand stand 
crowd about 400 in number thauthe politi 
cal deadheads that ined to throne the grand 
stand at the Polo Grounds up to 1SS8. Even 
to-day one canpickout the d*-;idh^ads by their 

fTSwttTtg SKiWtjcKing "alon^. ~Vt ,, Pa,y h> 
congratulated himself time and itgain on'tm; 
absence of this deadhead 400 i'rum the new 
grounds of the old Polo Grounds attendance. 
What does the Players' League gain by their 
Ve» ticket plan? It simply results in as much 
immcial loss as does the papering of theatres 
:o create an impression of the great success of 
a new play. People who are In the habit of 
jayinE to go to a match soon find out that 
complimentaries can be had for the asking, 
and instead of paying to go to a match they 
go for the "comps." Of course, every profes 
sional club is obliged to have a certain num- 
>er of passes out to pay for bill board privil 
eges. Then, too, there are the heads of the 
city departments, the press, etc., which neces 
sarily call for passes. But this is not what I 
mean. It is the privilege given to saloon 
keepers to give to their customers free passes 
which hurts more than anything else. Mr. 
Byrne told me that when he was in Chicago 
last he tested the truth of this distribution of 
free passes for Players' League games at the 
saloons and found it was a fact, and Ho an ex 
tent which surprised him.

I received an invitation from Mr. Johns, of 
the Cape May Club, to be his guest there on 
the occasion of the match of Aug. 11, between 
the Cape Jlay and Riverton clubs. I should 
have liked nothing better, but my city en 
gagements prevented my acceptance of the 
courtesy. I see that the Cape Slay team have 
been doing some great work. They have a 
strong nine from the Princeton and Pennsyl 
vania University teams, with Shannon and 
Brokaw as their battery; Dana, Wagenhurst 
and Watts on the bases; Knickerbocker at 
short field, and Graves, Durell and Hyneman 
in the outfield, the latter being also an effec 
tive pitcher. Their strength was shown in 
their victories over the strong team known as 
the Cuban Giants in two victories out of three 
games. Their defeat of the Young Americas 
and the Staten Island Athletic Club haa added 
to their laurels. The Philadelphia National 
League team have an off day on Aug. 20, and 
they should go down to Cape Hay that day.'

I went over to the Polo Ground on Satur 
day to see the Bridegrooms play Jlutrie's 
team again, and I took notes of the work 
done by the New Yorks, and found that team 
work, either in the field, at the bat or in base- 
running, was certainly not a strong point of 
their play. Another thing wanting is good 
generalship in the field. I was much pleased 
with the fine play of Whistler at first base. 
He handles the ball there in good style. The 
team needs a right fielder badly. Time and 
again the home team had runners on bases, 
but, instead of trying to tap a ball safe or hit 
it so that in case no base hit followed at least 
a sacrifice hit would forward the runner, they 
nearly all went in to an effort to "knock the 
stuffin' out of de hall," and their slugging at 
the ball generally resulted in fungo hits 
or strike-outs. Denny was especially weak 
in this slugging business, he striking out at 
it three times in succession. They gave a 
dozen easy chances for catches from fungo 
hits off Terry's swift pitching, when skilful 
bunting or safe taps of the ball would have 
yielded base hits or good sacrifices.

Nothing has been more striking in the im 
proved play of the Brooklyn Bridegrooms this 
season than their great advance in team work 
at the bat. They have almost dropped their 
old slugging way of hitting, and they are get 
ting into wrist play at the bat against a swift 
delivery in the place of shoulder hitting. Of 
course, if the batsman has a slow ball sent in 
to him he necessarily requires more force in 
striking at it, but against swift pitching there 
is nothing like wrist play at the bat. A 
simple tap of the ball will frequently send the 
swiftly-pitched ball flying over the heads of 
the infieldcrs out of reach, when a hard-hit, 
swiftly-pitched ball would result in a simple 
fungo hit, giving an easy chance for a catch.

No batsman should go up to the bat pur 
posely to make a sacrifice hit. That is not 
the point to aim at. The idea of a sacrifice is 
to aim at & placed ball, or try for a base hit, 
and while doing this contrive that the hit, if 
it fail in yielding a base, shall at least for 
ward a runner on the sacrifice. A great deal 
of batting skill is required to do this 
effectually. In my opinion the model hit, to

begin with, is a finely placed ball for 
base. Next conies the ordinary base hit. 
Then the skillful bunt, and lastly the sacri 
fice. When a runner is on third nud two 
men are out, nnd sacrifice hitting is useless, 
then a try for a three-bagger or homer is   
point to play. When one man is out and ft 
runner on third a fungo hit to the deep out" 
field frequently yields a sacrifice fly. Btrt 
slugging for extra base hits when no runner* 
are on the bases is simply chance batting ftt 
best, and if one gets in a three-bagger or ft 
homer it is at the cost of a 90-yard run, or ft 
sprint of 120 yards, pretty fstiguiug work far 
a player who has a long gaiue before him.

It has been made plainly evident this sea 
son that Pitisburg is not a National League 
city. The League would find it to their ad 
vantage to take Baltimore under its wing in 
the place of Pittsburg. Even Washington 
would be better. The latter city is a League 
city, and it only needs a well-appointed 
ground and a strong team to prove the fact 
It evidently is not willing to support any 
thing short of the best, Baltimore is an un 
tried League city. Even the Players' League 
advocates of that city admit this fact. It it 
no city for a Players' club, however, while 
Pittsburg is just the place for one.

A dispute occurred on Saturday last at Llr- 
ingstone, Staten Island, between the Staten 
Island Cricket Club's captain and the captain 
of the Crescent Athletic Club, which involve* 
an important question in regard to the proper 
interpretation of Rule 29, ot the national coda 
of rules. That rule states that: " The c/ioif* 
of innings shall be given to the captain of thf 
home club, who shall also be sole judge of the 
fitness of the ground for beginning a. game 
after rain." In the case in dispute it had 
rained up to 3 P. M. of the day of the sched 
uled game between the two clubs, but it then 
cleared up. In the meantime Captain Tyng 
had notified his team that the rain would pre 
vent the game, and a portion of his player* 
weren't on the grounds in consequence. The 
Crescents, however,were on hand to play, and 
at 4 P. M. the sun wits shining and the ground 
in fair condition for play. But Captain Tyng 
declared that the field was not fit to play on, 
but he afterwards, however, agreed to play an 
exhibition game, and such game was played. 
If the field was in sufficiently good condition 
for use for an exhibition game it certainly 
was for the regular game. This raises th« 
point as to the correct interpretation of the 
rule. Tbe spirit of the rule unquestionably 
requires that the condition of the field after ft 
rain shall be such as to render fair 
play ou the field possible, otherwise 
tbe captain is given the power to 
refuse to use it. It would never do to give 
the home club the power to decide the ques 
tion at their option, without regard to the 
condition of the field. It simply gives the 
home captain the power to decide the point, 
when the condition of the field is such as to 
leave it En open question. In the case at 
Staten Island the testimony is in favor of the 
field being in playing condition, the fact lie- 
ing shown by the two teams playing an exhi 
bition game, Captain Tyng merely taking ad 
vantage ot a technical point owing to hia be 
ing short-handed.

The base ball war has exposed the fallacies 
of the Brotherhood leaders very plainly,espe 
cially that of the co-operative system of capi 
talists and players jointly running a profei- 
sioual organization successfully. The plan 
has practically been a failure in every in 
stance in which it has been tried. Another 
conspicuous fallacy of the Players' League 
people is that of supposing that a professional 
club team can be disciplined and trained up 
to a high mark of excellence while being 
worked under the joint control of player and 
capitalist directors. Its working this season 
has been a distinct failure. The first profes 
sional national association was an association 
of professional base ball players, not clubs, 
and its failure was such as to lead to the es 
tablishment of the present National League, 
owing to the hippodroming, revolving and 
crookedness the old plan led to.

One of the biggest mistakes made by 
managers is to tjike on their team plaj^ 
missed from other clubs for dj; 
This is simply eneomaging

_^-^^^^^^_.ranks will never be drSvM^^I^Brn^F the 
drunkards are dismissed from the ranks en 
tirely. Then when they find out that their 
drinking throws them out of employment en 
tirely, they will try and reform. I should 
have thought that the experience of the Ath 
letic Club would have taught them the folly 
of adding lushers to their team, but it appear* 
not.

A part of the work of a first-classoutfielder 
is to back up the other two men in the out 
field. Tbe player who neglects to do this, no 
matter what his ability is in other respects, 
wilfully neglects an important part of ha 
outfield work. The Philadelphia Times, I 
notice, charges Burke, the centre fielder of 
the National League Club, of Philadelphia, 
with the loss of one of the Philadelphia-Gin- 
ciiiiiati games. The Times says it occurred 
in this way:

"riainit'on tried to pet tinder A ehort flr oTer th« 
InflclJ, but tbe ball cot awar tram him. liurke, who 
wat nol twenty yard* awav fr»ul tbe rail, did ool 
bud<e an inclt to ihirk him tip. and by t-io lime flam- 
irtou cjilld recover the ball two ruin had been *cur«1, 
tb-> batter K^'tiug a home run on what shou'd bar* 
been only a *lu«ie. Such adjoin a« these are demor 
alizing IOAIIV tONtu if ullowrd lo be indulged in.aod, 
although ft fine was atlmiuHteie.; iu tltl-t ca*e,itWM 
not ueaily io st-vere as the ocr.nj.-n warrants."

The failure to back up Hamilton was a 
woeful neglect of duty, as much so as if Burk 
had refused to catch an easy fly ball. This is 
the worst kind of record play, viz., trying to 
injure the record of a companion player.

Here is an interesting table of comparative 
figures in fielding averages, viz., the fielding 
percentage of the infield and outfield players 
of the four clubs at New York and Brooklyn 
up to August 10:
New Turk N. I/. New York P.L. P.rnok K.I,. Brook P.1*. 
Ib tsterbr'k.9«5 Connor .933 Font! .972 Orr .9T» 
2b Ilaoett .897 Richar'n .923 Colli'j .U*5 D'baur .93* 
3l> UODDT .8:19 Wliilany .849 riuo'jr.'JiH J'jiw SOU 
M Gia^c'k .879 Hntfield .8i8 Sinlih .839 Wnrd .8H» 
If floriui'ic .958 O'Rourk* 'JI4 O'llr'n .949 Seery .87* 
cf Tlernan .914 Joblntun .946 DOD'H .979 Andr't .921 
rf Burkett .857 Slattcry .873 Burns .945 H'Oe'y.SlS

It will be seen that the Brooklyn National 
League players lead in five out of the seven 
positions, and the New York National League 
players in the other two, the National League 
clubs bearing off the palm on their fielding 
in the seven positions. HENRY CIIADWICK.

EATHAM'S CASE.

Why the Chatterer Will Released From 
the Chicago Players' League Club.

Needless guessing as to the cause of Lath- 
am's release from Chicago is still going on. 
The latest contribution ou the subject is from 
the Philadelphia Press, which says:

"'If At lift Lnthani iun't (cooJ enongh for the Cht* 
cago Club, why should be be good eti<>tigii for PliHa-* 
delphia?' anka an exchauK6- <Vrlie wtiBn't rrleuged b«- 
c-tuto tie was nut good enough or did IK-1 take tuotigh 
care of himself. Other reasons.

The Press is in error. No other reasons but 
those stated led to Latliam's release. His 
ability to clown could not offset his inability 
to play the sort of ball essential to success in 
the very fast Players' League. Plainly, La- 
tham was not strong enough for the Chicago 
Club; there's the long and short of it.

As to the relations between Latham and 
Comiskey, a Chicago correspondent writes:

"There ):as bren so much written ahout the tr-ubla 
between CoruUkry and Latham that the truth might 
bo told with b?urnt. 1'iithiiD claims that h« could 
net Ret alon^ with C >miskey. There is small wonder 
for this. ComUkr*y Is the easiest taskmaster in tht 
country when heeces !h;kt his men are playing (UK*>od 
ball as they know how. lie saw that Int'jam was not 
trying to play, and as a result kept lifter U:n with   
sharu stick. Arlie always bad n peculiar penchant 
for k*tllt)£ hard tit bnlls travel past Idm unmolested. 
Here be was, It eeemed, trying to keep out of the war 
of the ball for fear of making an error. Then, too, hta 
batting wa« poor, and hli woik thoronijhly ludilTrreat. 
There was a reason for hli listless work. When hi 
came here 1)0 orerdrew his account considerably as 
he always does, and tried to Ret Into tbe club deeper. 
Its mauaK?rs felt !hey would hare U reduoe the club 
to busiuew principles and refused lo advance him any 
more monoy. From that time forward he did poor 
work."

To all of this it may be added that Latham 
did not keep himself in good physical condi 
tion. This was not, however, due to indul 
gence in liquor, as Latham novt-r was au in 
temperate mau as regarJj )i<j;;.)i.
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